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and will be released to persons outside 
VA only upon the authority of the im-
mediate supervisor of the contracting 
officer. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section, the contracting offi-
cer may furnish information as to per-
formance under a contract to those 
having a legitimate interest, such as 
banks, other financial companies and 
Government departments and agencies. 

(d) When litigation is involved, all in-
formation will be furnished through 
the General Counsel (025). 

[49 FR 12599, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 54 
FR 30045, July 18, 1989; 54 FR 40063, Sept. 29, 
1989. Redesignated at 63 FR 69219, Dec. 16, 
1998] 
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otherwise noted. 

Subpart 815.5—Unsolicited 
Proposals 

SOURCE: 51 FR 6005, Feb. 19, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted. 

815.504 Advance guidance. 
(a) Any inquiries from a potential of-

feror of an unsolicited proposal shall be 
referred to the appropriate VA contact 
point designated in 815.506(a). The con-
tact point will determine the nature of 
the potential proposal and determine 
what technical/professional disciplines 
need be consulted to determine the VA 
need for such a proposal and the likeli-
hood that a formal proposal would be 

favorably reviewed. In consultation 
with such technical/professional of-
fices, the VA contact point will inform 
the potential proposer of any addi-
tional information required to provide 
advance guidance as well as the infor-
mation specified in FAR 15.504. 

(b) The FAR contact point will main-
tain a record of advance guidance pro-
vided and the disposition/recommenda-
tion regarding the potential offer. 

815.506 Department procedures. 

(a) The Chief, Acquisition and Mate-
riel Management Service, servicing the 
field facility and the Director, VA Mar-
keting Center, Hines, Illinois are des-
ignated as the VA contact points for 
unsolicited proposals submitted at the 
facility level. The Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Acquisition and Materiel 
Management is designated as the VA 
contact point for all unsolicited pro-
posals received at VA Central Office. 

(b) Each unsolicited proposal re-
ceived by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs will be submitted to the appro-
priate contact point. 

(c) The VA contact point will review 
the unsolicited proposal and ensure 
that it is complete as prescribed in 
FAR 15.505. If required information is 
not submitted, the VA contact point 
will: 

(1) Determine if advance guidance as 
specified in FAR 15.504 is necessary (2) 
request that the offeror provide the 
necessary information if it is deter-
mined that the formal evaluation pre-
scribed in FAR 15.506–2 is appropriate; 
and (3) establish an estimated due date 
for completion of the review process. 

[51 FR 6005, Feb. 19, 1986, as amended at 54 
FR 40063, Sept. 29, 1989; 54 FR 42508, Oct. 17, 
1989] 

815.506–1 Receipt and initial review. 

(a) When VA contact point deter-
mines that a comprehensive evaluation 
is to be undertaken (i.e., the proposal 
complies with the requirements in FAR 
15.506–1(a) and is related to the mission 
of VA), the offeror will be contacted to 
ensure that all data that should be re-
stricted in accordance with FAR 15.509 
has been identified. 

(b) The VA contact point will main-
tain a log of all unsolicited proposals 
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which will be evaluated. The log will 
indicate: 

(1) The date the proposal was re-
ceived; 

(2) The date that the unsolicited pro-
posal has been determined to warrant a 
comprehensive evaluation; 

(3) A description of the proposal; 
(4) The offices requested to evaluate 

the proposal and the date such offices 
are requested to return their evalua-
tions; 

(5) The date the reviewing offices fi-
nalize their respective evaluation; and 

(6) The final disposition of the pro-
posal. 

(c) Each office which is assigned re-
sponsibility for reviewing an unsolic-
ited proposal will be advised of the 
need to evaluate the proposal against 
the criteria set forth in FAR 15.507(a) 
(1) through (3), i.e., is the proposal 
available to the Government without 
restriction from another source, does it 
closely resemble a pending competitive 
acquisition, is the proposal lacking in 
demonstrated innovation or unique-
ness? If the reviewers conclude in the 
affirmative as to any one of these ques-
tions, the VA contact point shall be ad-
vised and return the proposal to the 
proposer. 

(d) With regard to an unsolicited pro-
posal being processed at a field facility, 
if the reviewing offices conclude that 
the unsolicited proposal should be ac-
cepted and provide the justification 
and certification required by FAR 
15.507, the VA contact point will obtain 
the prior approval of the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for Acquisition and 
Materiel Management (93) prior to pro-
ceeding with negotiation. In order to 
obtain the approval, the VA contact 
point will submit all necessary docu-
mentation supporting the noncompeti-
tive negotiation including any jus-
tification and approval required by 
FAR Subpart 6.3 and results of any 
synopsis required by FAR Subpart 5.2 
The Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Acquisition and Materiel Management 
will coordinate the proposal with the 
cognizant VA Central Office program 
official(s) and furnish the VA contact 
point with the final decision. 

(e) All copies of the unsolicited pro-
posal will be controlled by the contact 
point by numbering each copy. If a re-

viewing office requires additional cop-
ies, the reviewing office will obtain ap-
proval of the VA contact point prior to 
duplication, numbering the copies as 
specified by the contact point. All cop-
ies will be returned to the VA contact 
point once review is completed. 

[51 FR 6005, Feb. 19, 1986, as amended at 54 
FR 40063, Sept. 29, 1989] 

Subpart 815.6—Source Selection 

815.607 Disclosure of mistakes before 
award. 

The Head of the Contracting Activity 
(as defined in 802.1) is delegated author-
ity to permit correction of mistakes in 
proposals before award consistent with 
FAR 15.607. 

[54 FR 45736, Oct. 31, 1989] 

Subpart 815.8—Price Negotiation 

815.804–70 Preproduction and start-up 
and other nonrecurring costs. 

In evaluating start-up and other non-
recurring costs, the extent to which 
these costs are included in the pro-
posed price and the intent to absorb or 
recover any such costs in any future 
noncompetitive procurement or other 
pricing action will be determined. The 
contracting officer will ascertain, with 
the assistance of the Assistant Inspec-
tor General for Policy, Planning and 
Resources (53), as required or consid-
ered necessary, that payment of such 
costs is not duplicated. For example, 
cost of equipment paid for by the Gov-
ernment through a setup or connection 
agreement will not be included in de-
preciation costs of a subsequently ne-
gotiated agreement. 

[49 FR 12604, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 50 
FR 792, Jan. 7, 1985; 54 FR 40063, Sept. 29, 
1989] 

815.805–4 Technical analysis. 

(a) Contracting officers are respon-
sible for the technical and administra-
tive sufficiency of the contracts they 
enter into and ensuring that all legal 
and technical reviews are accom-
plished. To this end, initial and revised 
pricing of all negotiated prime con-
tracts (including subcontract pricing 
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