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Department of Transportation 1202.7000 

commitment. Disciplinary action 
against an employee who makes an un-
authorized commitment may be con-
sidered. 

1201.603–1 General. 
Each DOT OA is responsible for ap-

pointing its contracting officers. 

PART 1202—DEFINITIONS OF 
WORDS AND TERMS 

Subpart 1202.1—Definitions 

Sec. 
1202.1 Definitions. 
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 41 U.S.C. 418b; 
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SOURCE: 70 FR 6507, Feb. 7, 2005, unless oth-
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Subpart 1202.1—Definitions 

1202.1 Definitions. 
Agency, Federal agency or Executive 

agency means the Department of 
Transportation. 

Chief Information Officer means the 
Director of the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer (CIO) (S–80). 

Chief of the Contracting Office (COCO) 
means the individual(s) responsible for 
managing the contracting office(s) 
within an Operating Administration. 

Contracting activity includes all the 
contracting offices within an Operating 
Administration and is the same as the 
term ‘‘procuring activity.’’ 

Contracting officer (CO) means an in-
dividual authorized by virtue of their 
position or by appointment to perform 
the functions assigned by the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR), the 
Transportation Acquisition Regulation 
(TAR) and Transportation Acquisition 
Manual (TAM). 

Department of Transportation means 
all of the Operating Administrations 
included within the Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 

Head of the agency or agency head for 
Departmental procurement means the 
Deputy Secretary except for acquisi-
tion actions that, by the terms of a 
statute or delegation, must be done 

specifically by the Secretary of Trans-
portation. 

Head of the Contracting Activity (HCA) 
means the individual responsible for 
managing the contracting offices with-
in an Operating Administration who is 
a member of the Senior Executive 
Service or a flag officer and is the same 
as the term ‘‘Head of the Procuring Ac-
tivity.’’ 

Head of the Operating Administration 
(HOA) means the individual appointed 
by the President to manage the oper-
ating administration. 

Operating Administration (OA) means 
the following components of DOT: 

(1) Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA); (FAA is exempt from FAR, TAR 
and TAM pursuant to the Department 
of Transportation and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1996, Public 
Law 104–50; 

(2) Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA); 

(3) Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA); 

(4) Federal Railroad Administration 
(FRA); 

(5) Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA); 

(6) Maritime Administration 
(MARAD); 

(7) National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA); 

(8) Office of the Secretary of Trans-
portation (OST); 

(9) Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA). 

(10) Research and Innovative Tech-
nology Administration (RITA). 

(11) Saint Lawrence Seaway Develop-
ment Corporation (SLSDC). 

Senior Procurement Executive (SPE) 
means the Director of the Office of the 
Senior Procurement Executive (M–60). 

Small Business Specialist (SBS) means 
the individual appointed by each HCA 
to assist the Director, Office of the 
Small and Disadvantaged Business Uti-
lization in carrying out the purpose of 
the Small Business Act. 

[70 FR 6507, Feb. 7, 2005, as amended at 70 FR 
76417, Dec. 27, 2005] 
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Most documents cited throughout 
(TAR) 48 CFR chapter 12, can be found 
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