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Problem Statement:
Problem Statement: 

�� States shareStates share 
airshedsairsheds
�� Air quality data isnAir quality data isn’’tt 

easily sharedeasily shared 
among states and isamong states and is 
limited in EPAlimited in EPA 
systemssystems
�� Information isInformation is 

needed consistentlyneeded consistently 
and timely for:and timely for: 
–– Environmental &Environmental & 

Health assessmentsHealth assessments
–	– Homeland securityHomeland security



State A 

State C 

EPA - AQS 

EPA - AIRNow 

Common Air 
Data Sharing 
Mechanism 
and Format 

State B 

Solution: A way to share data for multiple purposes,Solution: A way to share data for multiple purposes,
not just one reporting requirementnot just one reporting requirement

State D 

Insert 
Your 
State 
Here 



Also linked GIS Analysis ToolAlso linked GIS Analysis Tool –
–
AirNowAirNow Tech
Tech



Results
Results
�� Improved sharing, use, and consistency of airImproved sharing, use, and consistency of air 

quality data among states and EPA Air Programsquality data among states and EPA Air Programs
�� Provided tool for states to publish air quality dataProvided tool for states to publish air quality data 

in a near realin a near real--time fashiontime fashion
�� Enabled air quality data to be available onEnabled air quality data to be available on--

demand and analyzed online, geospatially throughdemand and analyzed online, geospatially through 
Air Now TechAir Now Tech
�� Minimized effort by harmonizing 3 different dataMinimized effort by harmonizing 3 different data 

sharing needs (AQS,sharing needs (AQS, AirNowAirNow, State to State) into, State to State) into 
one data flowone data flow
�� Collaborated and reCollaborated and re--used existing technologyused existing technology
�� Ensured easy reuse by other States and TribesEnsured easy reuse by other States and Tribes



1 effort reused 5 times in New Jersey
1 effort reused 5 times in New Jersey

Common Air 
Data Sharing 
Mechanism 
and Format 



Where do we go from here?
Where do we go from here?

�� States need more time for grant fulfillment.States need more time for grant fulfillment. 
Procurement process can take a year.Procurement process can take a year.
�� Coordination with EPA takes time.Coordination with EPA takes time.
�� State and EPA need to focus on data sharingState and EPA need to focus on data sharing 

needs not reporting requirements.needs not reporting requirements.
�� EPA should look to states for enterprise data.EPA should look to states for enterprise data.
�� States need EPA for assistance with enterpriseStates need EPA for assistance with enterprise 

applications: build once use many.applications: build once use many.
�� States needStates need close(erclose(er) relationship with Regions for) relationship with Regions for 

coordination/cooperation.coordination/cooperation.


