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Jmorrrr tion: The FDA/EPA Federal
r\rlvm y en Methylmercury in Fish

= Jim Pendergast
= Offlce of Science and Technology
= Office of Water
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Jlliivrmation is a tool
o frlrjet’ d communlcatlon can change
IO Jedge, attitudes, and behavior

’_.-—;_;- Eff ctive Information exchange can lead
:j;_:qa:_eOpIe toward making informed decisions
10 reduce their potential risk
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- rJJngJ/ ro,<1r cipicl 9logazle)
- Jmorru’ﬂ neurologlcal development (low doses)
— Ne }_rrs [OXIC effects, especially ini children who were

EXIOS sed /1 utero, are well documented
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= s acts On cognitive functions
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iher health effects (high doses)
= NHANES 2002 data

: — 5.7% US women of childbearing age have
mercury in blood above reference dose level
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REgulations + Communlcat ;,

i ereased—'!iﬁbhc Pro

on

> Clazip) H er Act

— \/\/,lrer uallty Criterion for the Protection of Human Health-
VIEtn /lr erncury

> (lef- AN Act

— :ean Air Mercury Rule

*t—;1ean Air Interstate Rule

gf* I_mplementmg EPA’s Mercury Roadmap

- ® Building on Voluntary Partnerships
e Pollution Prevention

® |nfoermation for informed risk management
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=BptssNational Fish Advisgyﬂ-ea'amt—
- T 2 ficaliassistancestorstate;federalands
genc:les el health risks firom

Ofl rnr ginants inifish and wildlife

N L nal guidance documents and outreach
atlonal databases

_“,ASS|stance IN ISSUINg advisories

~— National conferences and workshops

— Grants for sampling and analysis

— Conduct special studies

— |ssue advisories when needed
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> A voiur,_i;" récom'r'n'énation providing advice on
whlles) = "d‘-’how much fish can be safely
roruimf

> Celgle ;targeted to specific waters or geographic
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Can be national in scope

- .5 - T'yplcally ISsued by states after sampling fish
- from specific waters

e Natienal Joint EPA/FDA Advice on Mercury Iin
Fish
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“Proyvielesi e general publlc With
mec,e;” y Infermation/knowledge

£l —WhICh fish are potentially
_:___f"' mmated to enable safer choices”
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o
ederal Roles in Isstings

Flsh%wsorles

Siic ga' Tribes have primary
reso Jf- Jblllty for recreational and

Sub nce fish harvested from their
er 2

SSTEDA 5 primarily responsible for issuing
adwce on commercial fish

“s EPA issues advice as a stopgap measure
for untested waters
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*"“""Mer of U.S. Lake Acres

0 2001
= 2000
= 1999
0 1998
| 1997
= 1996
0 1995
0 1994
0 1993

Chlordane

. 1 = 2002

Dioxins

0 2 4 6 8 10 12
Number of Lake Acres Under Advisory (In Millions)




»m DA/EPA Tﬁlnt Natic

ercﬂﬁﬁ—ﬂ‘&h Adws JY

SNINP002, EPA and FDA met w/ FDA’s Food
r\rIvJ_)or\ Commlttee (FA®)

— r J ens re that advice provided adequate protection
:'regnant wemen and women of childbearing age

S ‘-‘*‘B A andl EPA met with broad stakeholder groups to
— 'r:eflne and tailor advice

——
_-—_.'_
— .

—

T

= -‘Draft Advisory developed based on comments from all
- Stakeholders

— Focus Group tested Advisory
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~> Dg note;.a ‘Shark, Swordfish, Klng
l\/lackgr* ‘or Tilefish

Eeli npe o 12 ounces (2 avg. meals) a
.-W:,f'j cf fish/shellfish low in mercury

— -l-l'_._ ——_—

= = Check local advisories about safety of fish

..—-"". .-:_._—-—

~ caught locally

=
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- NeitiggretE r)= 5s| Conference
> Cellls WJ nStakehoIder Groups
S\ ationa -_f)utreach Campaign
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nakls, EPA ssd FOA wamt 1o halp
‘consamers maka informed
desisiom about the nutitional
benefias sad the risks of expasars
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NOW THEY / LAST WEEK
SAY FISH FiSH WERE
ARE BAL | SUPPOSEDR
FOR YOU. TO BE

ToO MUCH Y\ G00P FOR

MERCURY 2, ¥OU

Im EATING HITH PROTE IR

ARTERY - LLOGEIMG
SATURATED TATS,
EXLESS PROTEIM
LEACHES CALLILM
FROHM THE BOCM,

OO CATHT EEHIP TE. BT iy Lroprps! o il i o) By

THEY KEEF
CHANGING..ONE
WEEK SOMETHING
15 &S000 THEMN ITS
BADR THEN IT'S

CE001 b K Foatrn Byrevaie, e Welrs] Sjfils e

MOSTILY FISH .,

MERCURY POISOMING, |
UNSAEE PLE LEVELS.
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TASTRONTESTINAL
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NOW, WHAT CAN T
THATS cO0P

FRESH VEGGIES .

ITS A PROBLEM. ..
SERVE NMEXT WEEK |

TOVIC METALS.
G0 S,

FRUIT PLATIER.)

WA - ENCASE D
PESTICIDES.,
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HEALTH THREAT :
ONERPROCESSED 1M TEMATIIN,

WE'LL. HHE
THE
BROWMIET

AT LEAST

WE'RE SUEE

MHAT WE'RE
EATIMNG,
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VIEASUKiNgG, SUCCES
ieENNatipnal Healifand N f tivna
_mrmr ation; Survey (NHANES)
ment off health and nutritional status of

ts and! children in the U.S.

2_011 NHANES data would show:

: reductlon In % of women of childbearing age with
— mercury blood levels at level of concern

-~ ®no decrease in consumption of fish and shellfish by
women of childbearing age
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~Veasuring-Su

et Feeding Practices Study
—~ Jauf ' by ERA/FDA to assess level of
2Wal€ness of mercury as a problem

= -~Dciat|on of mercury with seafood
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~Changes In seafood consumption

- = Consumer sources of diet info. during
- pregnancy
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~Veasuring-Su

DA Consumer Food' Safety Survey
= r\vvruré +ss of health benefits/concerns from
,gl_r.u;, seafooc

s@wl'edge of problematic seafood
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-Awareness of mercury in seafood

~ = Knowledge of subgroups advised to limit
- seafood consumption
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> Corfiiglie 1mplementlng the FDA/EPA Jomt
Nauon fAdV|sory Outreach Campaign

2§ om nue working with stakeholder groups
= :enluce public confusion resulting from
-r_— anllctmg messaging

—'L__--'—

_'- ‘Continue strengthening the science
foundation for public advice on mercury
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