§74.403

frequencies shall be in the lower 48 con-
tiguous States only, except within the
area bounded on the west by the Mis-
sissippi River, on the north by the par-
allel of latitude 37°30" N., and on the
east and south by that arc of the circle
with center at Springfield, Illinois, and
radius equal to the airline distance be-
tween Springfield, Illinois, and Mont-
gomery, Alabama, subtended between
the foregoing west and north bound-
aries, or within 150 miles (241.4 km) of
New York City.

(9) The use of these frequencies is
limited to operational communica-
tions, including tones for signaling and
for remote control and automatic
transmission system control and te-
lemetry. Stations licensed or applied
for before April 16, 2003, must comply
with the channel plan by March 17,
2006, or may continue to operate on a
secondary, non-interference basis.

(10) Stations licensed or applied for
before April 16, 2003, must comply with
the channel plan by March 17, 2006, or
may continue to operate on a sec-
ondary, non-interference basis.

(f) License applicants shall request
assignment of only those channels,
both in number and bandwidth, nec-
essary for satisfactory operation and
for which the system is equipped to op-
erate. However, it is not necessary that
each transmitter within a system be
equipped to operate on all frequencies
authorized to that licensee.

(g) Remote pickup stations or sys-
tems will not be granted exclusive
channel assignments. The same chan-
nel or channels may be assigned to
other licensees in the same area. When
such sharing is necessary, the provi-
sions of §74.403 shall apply.

[68 FR 12763, Mar. 17, 2003, as amended at 68
FR 25540, May 13, 2003]

§74.403 Frequency selection to avoid
interference.

(a) Where two or more remote pickup
broadcast station licensees are author-
ized to operate on the same frequency
or group of frequencies in the same
area and when simultaneous operation
is contemplated, the licensees shall en-
deavor to select frequencies or sched-
ule operation in such manner as to
avoid mutual interference. If mutual
agreement to this effect cannot be
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reached the Commission shall be noti-
fied and it will specify the frequency or
frequencies on which each station is to
be operated.

(b) The following order of priority of
transmissions shall be observed on all
frequencies except frequencies 26.07
MHz, 26.11 MHz, and 26.45 MHz, and fre-
quencies listed in §74.402(a)(4) and
(c)(1):

(1) Communications during an emer-
gency or pending emergency directly
related to the safety of life and prop-
erty.

(2) Program material to be broadcast.

(3) Cues, orders, and other related
communications immediately nec-
essary to the accomplishment of a
broadcast.

(4) Operational communications.

(5) Tests or drills to check the per-
formance of stand-by or emergency cir-
cuits.

[41 FR 29686, July 19, 1976, as amended at 68
FR 12764, Mar. 17, 2003]

§74.431 Special rules applicable to re-
mote pickup stations.

(a) Remote pickup mobile stations
may be used for the transmission of
material from the scene of events
which occur outside the studio back to
studio or production center. The trans-
mitted material shall be intended for
the licensee’s own use and may be
made available for use by any other
broadcast station or cable system.

(b) Remote pickup mobile or base
stations may be used for communica-
tions related to production and tech-
nical support of the remote program.
This includes cues, orders, dispatch in-
structions, frequency coordination, es-
tablishing microwave links, and oper-
ational communications. Operational
communications are alerting tones and
special signals of short duration used
for telemetry or control.

(c) Remote pickup mobile or base
stations may communicate with any
other station licensed under this sub-
part.

(d) Remote pickup mobile stations
may be operated as a vehicular re-
peater to relay program material and
communications between stations Ili-
censed under this subpart. Precautions
shall be taken to avoid interference to
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