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(4) Questions of fact to be resolved by
a hearing before the Judicial Office
will be based on the preponderance of
the evidence.

(5) After consideration of the cir-
cumstances and any information and
argument submitted by the supplier,
the vice president of Supply Manage-
ment, with the concurrence of the Gen-
eral Counsel, will issue a written deci-
sion regarding whether the supplier is
debarred, and, if so, for the period of
debarment. The decision will be mailed
to the supplier by Certified Mail, re-
turn receipt requested. A copy of the
decision will be furnished to the Office
of the Inspector General. The decision
will be final and binding, unless:

(i) The decision was procured by
fraud or other criminal misconduct or

(ii) The decision was obtained in vio-
lation of the regulations contained in
this part or an applicable public law
enacted by Congress.

(i) Causes for Suspension. The vice
president of Supply Management may
suspend any supplier, including any of
its affiliates, if:

(1) The supplier commits, is indicted
for, or is convicted of fraud or a crimi-
nal offense incidental to obtaining, at-
tempting to obtain, or performing a
government contract, violates a Fed-
eral antitrust statute arising out of the
submission of bids and proposals, or
commits or engages in embezzlement,
theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or
destruction of records, receipt of stolen
property, or any other offense indi-
cating a lack of business integrity or
business honesty; or

(2) If the Postal Service has notified
a supplier of its proposed debarment
under this Part.

(j) Period of Suspension. A suspension
will not exceed 1 year in duration, ex-
cept a suspension may be extended for
reasonable periods of time beyond 1
year by the vice president of Supply
Management. The termination of a sus-
pension will not prejudice the Postal
Service’s position in any debarment
proceeding. A suspension will be super-
seded by a decision rendered by the
vice president of Supply Management,
under paragraph (h)(5) of this section.

(k) Procedural Requirements for Sus-
pension. (1) The vice president of Sup-
ply Management will notify a supplier
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of a suspension or an extension of a
suspension and the reason(s) for the
suspension or extension in writing sent
to the supplier by Certified Mail, re-
turn receipt requested, within 10 days
after the effective date of the suspen-
sion or extension. A copy of the notice
will be furnished to the Office of the In-
spector General.

(2) The notice will state the cause(s)
for the suspension or extension.

(3) Within 30 days of notice of suspen-
sion or an extension, a supplier may
submit to the vice president of Supply
Management in writing, any informa-
tion or reason(s) the supplier believes
makes a suspension or an extension in-
appropriate, and the vice president of
Supply Management in consultation
with the General Counsel, will consider
the supplier’s submission, and, in their
discretion, may revoke a suspension or
an extension of a suspension. If a sus-
pension or extension is revoked, the
revocation will be in writing and a
copy of the revocation will be sent to
the supplier by Certified Mail, return
receipt requested. A copy of the revoca-
tion will be furnished to the Office of
the Inspector General.

PART 602—INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHTS OTHER THAN PATENTS
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§602.1 General principles.

It is the policy of the Postal Service
to secure full ownership rights for its
intellectual properties other than pat-
ents (hereinafter, intellectual prop-
erties) having significant economic or
other business value, except when to do
so would be contrary to the best inter-
est of the Postal Service. Intellectual
property rights shall be acquired and
managed so as to:

(a) Promote the economic, oper-
ational, and competitive well-being of
the Postal Service;

(b) Limit restrictions on the use of
Postal Service intellectual property to
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a minimum consistent with its statu-
tory obligations;

(c) Assure that all potential users are
treated fairly;

(d) Give due regard to other relevant
considerations.

§602.2 Office of Licensing, Philatelic
and Retail Services Department.

In accordance with the foregoing pol-
icy, the Postal Service Office of Licens-
ing, Philatelic and Retail Services De-
partment, formulates the program for
the management of the Postal Serv-
ice’s rights in intellectual property
(except patents and technical data
rights in Postal Service contracts,
which is the responsibility of Postal
Service contracting officers). The Of-
fice of Licensing and the contracting
officers identify intellectual properties
in which the Postal Service should se-
cure its rights. It receives and makes
recommendations for the disposition of
applications for use of Postal Service
intellectual property. It periodically
reviews the intellectual property rights
portfolio to determine the extent of the
utilization of protected properties and
to recommend relinquishment of own-
ership when it considers ownership no
longer desirable. It is advised by the
Office of Procurement of performance
under license agreements and makes
recommendations for corrective meas-
ures when necessary. In consultation
with the Law Department, it rec-
ommends appropriate action against
unauthorized use of intellectual prop-
erty.

[56 FR 58859, Nov. 22, 1991]
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§602.3 Requests for use.

(a) Inquiries concerning licenses to
use Postal Service trademarks or serv-
ice marks, copyright materials and in-
tellectual property other than patents
and technical data rights in Postal
Service contracts must be sent to: Of-
fice of Licensing, Philatelic and Retail
Services Department, US Postal Serv-
ice, 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20260-6700.

(b) Requests for the use of intellec-
tual property should be submitted on
the form provided by the Office of Li-
censing to the licensing advisor des-
ignated by that Office. Each request is
considered in a timely fashion in ac-
cordance with the policy established in
this section. Requests favorably con-
sidered are forwarded to the Office of
Licensing for approval.

(c) Approved requests contemplating
a permissive (no fee) use of the intel-
lectual property are evidenced by a let-
ter of permission furnished to the re-
quester.

(d) Approved requests contemplating
a contractual (fee) use of the intellec-
tual property are forwarded to the Of-
fice of Licensing for the negotiation of
a satisfactory license agreement.

(e) Each license agreement is subject
to legal review.

(f) Requesters are promptly advised
of unapproved requests.

A transmittal letter effecting the
above changes to the Domestic Mail
Manual will be published and trans-
mitted automatically to subscribers.
Notice of issuance of the transmittal
letter will be published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER as provided by 39 CFR 111.3.

[56 FR 58859, Nov. 22, 1991]
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