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§601.111 Interest on claim amounts.

Interest on the amount found due on
the supplier’s claim must be paid from
the date the contracting officer re-
ceived the claim (properly certified, if
required) or from the date payment
would otherwise be due, if that date is
later, until the date of payment. Sim-
ple interest will be paid at the rate es-
tablished by the Secretary of the
Treasury for each 6-month period in
which the claim is pending. Informa-
tion on the rate at which interest is
payable is announced periodically in
the Postal Bulletin.
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Any party may seek review of an ad-
verse decision of the Board of Contract
Appeals in the Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit or in any other appro-
priate forum.

Review of adverse decisions.

§601.113 Debarment, suspension, and
ineligibility.

(a) General. Except as provided other-
wise in this part, contracting officers
may not solicit proposals from, award
contracts to, or consent to sub-
contracts with debarred, suspended, or
ineligible suppliers.

(b) Definitions—(1) Affiliate. A busi-
ness, organization, person, or indi-
vidual connected by the fact that one
controls or has the power to control
the other or by the fact that a third
party controls or has the power to con-
trol both. Factors such as common
ownership, common management, and
contractual relationships may be con-
sidered. Franchise agreements are not
conclusive evidence of affiliation if the
franchisee has a right to profit in pro-
portion to its ownership and bears the
risk of loss or failure.

(2) Debarment. An exclusion from con-
tracting and subcontracting for a rea-
sonable, specified period of time com-
mensurate with the seriousness of the
offense, failure, or inadequacy of per-
formance.

(38) General Counsel. This includes the
General Counsel’s authorized rep-
resentative.

(4) Indictment. Indictment for a crimi-
nal offense. An information or other
filing by competent authority charging
a criminal offense is given the same ef-
fect as an indictment.
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(5) Ineligible. An exclusion from con-
tracting and subcontracting by an enti-
ty other than the Postal Service under
statutes, executive orders, or regula-
tions, such as the Davis Bacon Act, the
Service Contract Act, the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Acts, the Walsh-
Healy Public Contracts Act, or the En-
vironmental Protection Acts and re-
lated regulations or executive orders,
to which the Postal Service is subject
or has adopted as a matter of policy.

(6) Judicial Officer. This includes the
acting Judicial Officer.

(7) Suspension. An exclusion from
contracting and subcontracting for a
reasonable period of time due to speci-
fied reasons or the pendency of a debar-
ment proceeding.

(8) Supplier. For the purposes of this
part, a supplier is any individual, per-
son, or other legal entity that:

(i) Directly or indirectly (e.g.,
through an affiliate) submits offers for,
is awarded, or reasonably may be ex-
pected to submit offers for or be award-
ed, a Postal Service contract, including
a contract for carriage under Postal
Service or commercial bills of lading,
or a subcontract under a Postal Service
contract; or

(ii) Conducts business or reasonably
may be expected to conduct business
with the Postal Service as a subcon-
tractor, an agent, or as a representa-
tive of another supplier.

(c) Establishment and Maintenance of
Lists. (1) The vice president of Supply
Management will establish, maintain,
and distribute to purchasing offices a
list of suppliers debarred or suspended
by the Postal Service.

(2) The General Services Administra-
tion (GSA) compiles and maintains a
consolidated list of all persons and en-
tities debarred, suspended, proposed for
debarment, or declared ineligible by
Federal agencies or the Government
Accountability Office. GSA posts the
list on the Internet and publishes a
hardcopy of the list.

(3) The vice president of Supply Man-
agement will notify the GSA of any
Postal Service debarment, suspension,
and change in the status of suppliers,
including any of their affiliates, on the
Postal Service list.
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