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Coast Guard, DHS § 109.105 

PART 109—OPERATIONS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
109.101 Applicability. 
109.103 Requirements of the International 

Convention for Safety of Life at Sea, 
1974. 

109.105 Incorporation by reference. 
109.107 Designation of master or person in 

charge. 
109.109 Responsibilities of master or person 

in charge. 
109.121 Operating manual. 

Subpart B—Tests, Drills, and Inspections 

109.201 Steering gear, whistles, general 
alarm, and means of communication. 

109.203 Sanitation. 
109.205 Inspection of boilers and machinery. 
109.209 Appliances for watertight integrity. 
109.211 Testing of emergency lighting and 

power systems. 
109.213 Emergency training and drills. 
109.223 Fire fighting equipment. 
109.227 Verification of vessel compliance 

with applicable stability requirements. 

Subpart C—Operation and Stowage of 
Safety Equipment 

109.301 Operational readiness, maintenance, 
and inspection of lifesaving equipment. 

109.323 Manning of survival craft and super-
vision. 

109.329 Fire pumps. 
109.331 Firehoses and hydrants. 
109.333 Fire main cutoff valves. 
109.334 Working over water. 
109.335 Stowage of work vests. 
109.337 Fireman’s outfit. 
109.339 Location of fire axes. 
109.347 Pilot boarding equipment. 

Subpart D—Reports, Notifications, and 
Records 

REPORTS AND NOTIFICATIONS 

109.411 Notice and reporting of casualty. 
109.415 Retention of records after casualty. 
109.419 Report of unsafe machinery. 
109.421 Report of repairs to boilers and pres-

sure vessels. 
109.425 Repairs and alterations: Fire detect-

ing and extinguishing equipment. 

RECORDS 

109.431 Logbook. 
109.433 Logbook entries. 
109.435 Record of fire fighting equipment in-

spection. 
109.437 Crane record book. 
109.439 Crane certificates. 

Subpart E—Emergency Signals 

109.503 Emergency signals. 

Subpart F—Cranes 

109.521 Cranes: General. 
109.525 Cranes: Working loads. 
109.527 Cranes: Operator designation. 

Subpart G—Miscellaneous 

109.555 Propulsion boilers. 
109.557 Flammable and combustible liquids: 

Carriage. 
109.559 Explosives and radioactive mate-

rials. 
109.563 Posting of documents. 
109.564 Maneuvering characteristics. 
109.565 Charts and nautical publications. 
109.573 Riveting, welding, and burning oper-

ations. 
109.575 Accumulation of liquids on heli-

copter decks. 
109.577 Helicopter fueling. 
109.585 Use of auto pilot. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 109—NAVIGATION AND 
VESSEL INSPECTION CIRCULAR NO. 4–78— 
INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION OF EXIST-
ING MOBILE OFFSHORE DRILLING UNITS 

AUTHORITY: 43 U.S.C. 1333; 46 U.S.C. 3306, 
6101, 10104; Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Delegation No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGD 73–251, 43 FR 56828, Dec. 4, 
1978, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 109.101 Applicability. 
No unit may be operated unless it 

complies with the regulations in this 
part. 

§ 109.103 Requirements of the Inter-
national Convention for Safety of 
Life at Sea, 1974. 

No self-propelled unit of more than 
500 gross tons may embark on an inter-
national voyage unless it is issued the 
appropriate Convention certificate as 
described in §§ 107.401 through 107.413 of 
this subchapter. 

§ 109.105 Incorporation by reference. 
(a) Certain material is incorporated 

by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal 
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
552(a). To enforce any edition other 
than that specified in paragraph (b) of 
this section, the Coast Guard must 
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publish notice of change in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and make the material 
available to the public. All approved 
material is on file at the U.S. Coast 
Guard, Office of Design and Engineer-
ing Standards (G-MSE), 2100 Second 
Street SW., Washington, DC 20593–0001 
or at the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA). For 
information on the availability of this 
material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or 
go to: http://www.archives.gov/ 
federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. All material is 
available from the sources indicated in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) The material for incorporation by 
reference in this part and the sections 
affected are: 

American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) 

100 Barr Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, 
PA 19428–2959. 

ASTM Adjunct F 1626, Symbols for Use in 
Accordance with Regulation II–2/20 of the 
1974 SOLAS Convention as amended PCN: 
12–616260–01 (1996)—109.563 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

Publications Section, 4 Albert Embankment, 
London, SE1 7SR United Kingdom. 

Resolution A.654.(16), Graphical Symbols for 
Fire Control Plans—109.563 

[CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51208, Sept. 30, 1997, as 
amended by USCG 1998–4442, 63 FR 52191, 
Sept. 30, 1998; USCG 1999–5151, 64 FR 67182, 
Dec. 1, 1999] 

§ 109.107 Designation of master or per-
son in charge. 

The owner of a unit or his agent shall 
designate an individual to be the mas-
ter or person in charge of the unit. 

§ 109.109 Responsibilities of master or 
person in charge. 

(a) The master or person in charge 
shall— 

(1) Ensure that the provisions of the 
Certificate of Inspection are adhered 
to; and 

(2) Be fully cognizant of the provi-
sions in the operating manual required 
by § 109.121. 

(b) Nothing in this subpart shall be 
construed as limiting the master or 
person in charge, at his own responsi-
bility, from diverting from the route 
prescribed in the Certificate of Inspec-

tion or taking such steps as he deems 
necessary and prudent to assist vessels 
in distress or for other emergency con-
ditions. 

§ 109.121 Operating manual. 

(a) Each unit must have on board an 
operating manual approved by the 
Coast Guard as meeting the require-
ments of this section. 

(b) The operating manual must be 
available to, and written in a manner 
that is easily understood by, the unit’s 
operating personnel and include the 
following: 

(1) A table of contents and general 
index. 

(2) A general description of the unit, 
including major dimensions, tonnages, 
dry bulk capacities, damage stability 
standard to which designed, hook load 
capacity, rotary table capacity, set 
back load capacity, drilling derrick ca-
pacity, and the identification, the max-
imum deadweight in pounds and kilo-
grams, and the rotor size in feet and 
meters of the helicopter used for the 
design of the helicopter deck. 

(3) Limiting design data for each 
mode of operation, including draft, air 
gap, wave height, wave period, wind, 
current, temperature, and other envi-
ronmental factors. 

(4) Instructions on the use of the sta-
bility data. 

(5) Lightweight data with a com-
prehensive listing of the inclusions and 
exclusions of semi-permanent equip-
ment, together with guidance for the 
routine recording of lightweight alter-
ations. 

(6) Information identifying the type, 
location, and quantities of permanent 
ballast. 

(7) Hydrostatic curves or tables. 
(8) The maximum allowable deck 

loadings either listed or shown on a 
plan. 

(9) A capacity plan showing the ca-
pacities and the vertical, longitudinal, 
and transverse centers of gravity of 
tanks and bulk material stowage 
spaces. 

(10) Tank sounding tables or curves 
showing capacities, the vertical, longi-
tudinal, and transverse centers of grav-
ity in graduated intervals, and the free 
surface data of each tank. 
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