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the parties to the proceeding. Any such
request which is not made as a motion
shall be placed in the public cor-
respondence file and will not be consid-
ered by the Administration or any of
its staff members or the presiding offi-
cer in connection with the disposition
of the case.

(b) Written or oral communications
involving any substantive or proce-
dural issue in a matter subject to pub-
lic hearing directed to a Member of the
Administration, its staff, or the pre-
siding officer in the case, from any in-
dividual in private or public life shall
be deemed a private communication in
respect of the merits of the case. These
communications, unless otherwise pro-
vided for by law or a published rule of
the Administration are deemed ex
parte communications and are not to
be considered part of any record or the
basis for any official action by the Ad-
ministration, members of its staff or
the presiding officer: Provided, however,
That this prohibition shall not be de-
termined to apply to informal petitions
or applications filed with the Adminis-
tration; the usual informal commu-
nications between counsel including
discussions directed toward the devel-
opment of a stipulation or settlement
between parties; communications of a
nature deemed proper in proceedings in
U.S. Federal courts; and communica-
tions which merely inquire as to the
status of a proceeding without dis-
cussing issues or expressing points of
view. Any prohibited communications
in writing received by a Member of the
Administration, its staff or the pre-
siding officer shall be made public by
placing it in the correspondence file of
the docket which is available for public
inspection and will not be considered
by the Administration or the presiding
officer as part of the record for deci-
sion. If the ex parte communication is
received orally, a memorandum setting
forth the substance of the conversation
shall be made and filed in the cor-
respondence section of the appropriate
public docket.
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§202.1

Subpart T—Effective Date (Rule 20)

§201.185 Effective date and applica-
bility of rules.

The regulations in this part shall be-
come effective October 23, 1964, and
shall apply only to cases which are des-
ignated for hearing on or after October
23, 1964: Provided, however, That the
regulations in this part shall be appli-
cable to cases designated for hearing
prior to October 23, 1964, if consolidated
with a case designated for hearing on
or after that date. All other cases des-
ignated for hearing prior to October 23,
1964, shall be governed by the rules in
effect immediately prior to such date.
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§202.1 Purpose.

The rules of this part prescribe proce-
dures relating to Secretarial review of
any decision, report, order or action of
the Maritime Subsidy Board (Board)
pursuant to Department Order 117-A
(31 FR 8087, 15331). Section 6 of Depart-
ment Order 117-A is reprinted here for
the convenience of the public.

SEC. 6. Review and finality of actions by Mar-
itime Subsidy Board. .01 The Secretary of
Transportation (hereinafter referred to as
“Secretary’’) may, on his own motion or on
the basis of a petition filed as hereinafter



