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(5) The arbitrator shall interpret and 
apply relevant statutory and regu-
latory requirements, legal precedents, 
and policy directives. 

(d) The provisions of § 502.11 regard-
ing ex parte communications apply to 
all arbitration proceedings. No inter-
ested person shall make or knowingly 
cause to be made to the arbitrator an 
unauthorized ex parte communication 
relevant to the merits of the pro-
ceeding, unless the parties agree other-
wise. If a communication is made in 
violation of this subsection, the arbi-
trator shall ensure that a memo-
randum of the communication is pre-
pared and made a part of the record, 
and that an opportunity for rebuttal is 
allowed. Upon receipt of a communica-
tion made in violation of this sub-
section, the arbitrator may, to the ex-
tent consistent with the interests of 
justice and the policies underlying this 
subchapter, require the offending party 
to show cause why the claim of such 
party should not be resolved against 
such party as a result of the improper 
conduct. 

(e) The arbitrator shall make an 
award within 30 days after the close of 
the hearing, or the date of the filing of 
any briefs authorized by the arbitrator, 
whichever date is later, unless the par-
ties agree to some other time limit. 

§ 502.409 Arbitration awards. 
(a)(1) The award in an arbitration 

proceeding under this subchapter shall 
include a brief, informal discussion of 
the factual and legal basis for the 
award, but formal findings of fact or 
conclusions of law shall not be re-
quired. 

(2) Exceptions to or an appeal of an 
arbitrator’s decision may not be filed 
with the Commission. 

(b) An award entered in an arbitra-
tion proceeding may not serve as an es-
toppel in any other proceeding for any 
issue that was resolved in the pro-
ceeding. Such an award also may not 
be used as precedent or otherwise be 
considered in any factually unrelated 
proceeding. 

§ 502.410 Representation of parties. 
(a) The provisions of § 502.21 apply to 

the representation of parties in dispute 
resolution proceedings, as do the provi-

sions of § 502.27 regarding the represen-
tation of parties by nonattorneys. 

(b) A neutral in a dispute resolution 
proceeding may require participants to 
demonstrate authority to enter into a 
binding agreement reached by means of 
a dispute resolution proceeding. 

§ 502.411 Mediation and other alter-
native means of dispute resolution. 

(a) Parties are encouraged to utilize 
mediation or other forms of alternative 
dispute resolution in all formal pro-
ceedings. The Commission also encour-
ages those with disputes to pursue me-
diation in lieu of, or prior to, the initi-
ation of a Commission proceeding. 

(b) Any party may request, at any 
time, that a mediator or other neutral 
be appointed to assist the parties in 
reaching a settlement. If such a re-
quest is made in a proceeding assigned 
to an Administrative Law Judge, the 
provisions of § 502.91 apply. For all 
other matters, alternative dispute res-
olution services may be requested di-
rectly from the Federal Maritime Com-
mission Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion Specialist, who may serve as the 
neutral if the parties agree or who will 
arrange for the appointment of a neu-
tral acceptable to all parties. 

(c) The neutral shall convene and 
conduct mediation or other appropriate 
dispute resolution proceedings with the 
parties. 

(d) Ex parte Communications. Except 
with respect to arbitration, the provi-
sions of § 502.11 do not apply to dispute 
resolution proceedings, and mediators 
are expressly authorized to conduct 
private sessions with parties. 

Subpart V—Implementation of the 
Equal Access to Justice Act in 
Commission Proceedings 

SOURCE: 52 FR 28264, July 29, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 502.501 General provisions. 
(a) Purpose. The Equal Access to Jus-

tice Act, 5 U.S.C. 504 (‘‘EAJA’’), pro-
vides for the award of attorney fees and 
other expenses to eligible individuals 
and entities who are parties to certain 
administrative proceedings (called 
‘‘adversary adjudications’’) before the 
Federal Maritime Commission (‘‘the 
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