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the reasons given by the witness for 
making them. The deposition shall 
then be signed by the witness unless 
the parties by stipulation waive the 
signing or the witness is ill or cannot 
be found or refuses to sign. If the depo-
sition is not signed by the witness, the 
officer shall sign it and state on the 
record the fact of the waiver or of the 
illness or absence of the witness or the 
fact of the refusal to sign, together 
with the reason, if any, given therefor, 
and the deposition may then be used as 
fully as though signed, unless upon ob-
jection, the presiding officer holds that 
the reasons given for the refusal to 
sign require rejection of the deposition 
in whole or in part. 

(e) Certification and filing by officer; 
copies, notice of filing. (1) The officer 
taking the deposition shall certify on 
the deposition that the witness was 
duly sworn by the officer and that the 
deposition is a true record of the testi-
mony given by the witness. The officer 
shall then securely seal the deposition 
in an envelope endorsed with the title 
of the action and marked ‘‘Deposition 
of [here insert name of witness]’’ and 
shall promptly file it with the Sec-
retary of the Commission by hand or 
registered or certified mail. 

(2) Interested parties shall make 
their own arrangements with the offi-
cer taking the deposition for copies of 
the testimony and the exhibits. 

(3) The party taking the deposition 
shall give prompt notice of its filing to 
all other parties. 

(f) Effect of errors and irregularities. 
Errors and irregularities in the manner 
in which the testimony is transcribed 
or the deposition is prepared, signed, 
certified, sealed, endorsed, trans-
mitted, filed, or otherwise dealt with 
by the officer under this section and 
§ 502.204 are waived unless a motion to 
suppress the deposition or some part 
thereof is made within ten (10) days of 
filing. [Rule 203.] 

[49 FR 44369, Nov. 6, 1984; 49 FR 47394, Dec. 4, 
1984, as amended at 58 FR 27211, May 7, 1993] 

§ 502.204 Depositions upon written in-
terrogatories. 

(a) Serving interrogatories; notice. A 
party desiring to take the deposition of 
any person upon written interrog-
atories shall serve them upon every 

other party pursuant to subpart H of 
this part with a notice stating the 
name and address of the person who is 
to answer them and the name or de-
scriptive title and address of the officer 
before whom the deposition is to be 
taken. Within ten (10) days thereafter, 
a party so served may serve cross in-
terrogatories upon the party proposing 
to take the deposition. All errors and 
irregularities in the notice are waived 
unless written objection is promptly 
served upon the party giving the no-
tice. 

(b) Officer to take responses and pre-
pare record. A copy of the notice and 
copies of all interrogatories served 
shall be delivered by the party taking 
the deposition to the officer designated 
in the notice, who shall proceed 
promptly in the manner provided by 
paragraphs (b), (d) and (e) of § 502.203 to 
take the testimony of the witness in 
response to the interrogatories and to 
prepare, certify, and file or mail the 
deposition, attaching thereto the copy 
of the notice and the interrogatories 
received by him or her. 

(c) Notice of filing. When the deposi-
tion is filed, the party taking it shall 
promptly give notice thereof to all 
other parties. [Rule 204.] 

§ 502.205 Interrogatories to parties. 

(a) Service; answers. (1) Any party 
may serve, pursuant to subpart H of 
this part, upon any other party written 
interrogatories to be answered by the 
party served or, if the party served is a 
public or private corporation or a part-
nership or association, by any officer 
or agent, who shall furnish such infor-
mation as is available to the party. 
Any party desiring to serve interrog-
atories as provided by this section 
must comply with the applicable provi-
sions of § 502.201 and make service 
thereof on all parties to the pro-
ceeding. 

(2) Each interrogatory shall be an-
swered separately and fully in writing 
under oath, unless it is objected to, in 
which event the reasons for objection 
shall be stated in lieu of an answer. 
The answers are to be signed by the 
person making them, and the objec-
tions signed by the attorney making 
them. 
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(3) The party upon whom the inter-
rogatories have been served shall serve 
a copy of the answers, and objections if 
any, on all parties to the proceeding 
under the schedule established pursu-
ant to § 502.201. The presiding officer, 
for good cause, may limit service of an-
swers. 

(b) Objections to interrogatories. All ob-
jections to interrogatories shall be re-
solved at the conference or meeting 
provided for under § 502.201(f) or, if cir-
cumstances warrant, by such other 
procedure as the presiding officer may 
establish. Written replies to objections 
to interrogatories shall be permitted 
only to the extent that the discovery 
schedule previously established under 
§ 502.201(d) is not delayed. 

(c) Scope, time, number and use. (1) In-
terrogatories may relate to any mat-
ters which can be inquired into under 
§ 502.201(h), and the answers may be 
used to the same extent as provided in 
§ 502.209 for the use of the deposition of 
a party. 

(2) Interrogatories may be sought 
after interrogatories have been an-
swered, but the presiding officer, on 
motion of the deponent or the party in-
terrogated, may make such protective 
order as justice may require. 

(3) The number of interrogatories or 
of sets of interrogatories to be served is 
not limited except as justice requires 
to protect the party from annoyance, 
expense, embarrassment, or oppression. 

(4) An interrogatory otherwise proper 
is not necessarily objectionable merely 
because an answer to the interrogatory 
involves an opinion or contention that 
relates to fact or the application of law 
to fact, but the presiding officer may 
order that such an interrogatory need 
not be answered until after designated 
discovery has been completed or until a 
prehearing conference or other later 
time. 

(d) Option to produce business records. 
Where the answer to an interrogatory 
may be derived or ascertained from the 
business records of the party upon 
whom the interrogatory has been 
served or from an examination, audit 
or inspection of such business records, 
or from a compilation, abstract or 
summary based thereon, and the bur-
den of deriving or ascertaining the an-
swer is substantially the same for the 

party serving the interrogatory as for 
the party served, it is a sufficient an-
swer to such interrogatory to specify 
the records from which the answer may 
be derived or ascertained and to afford 
to the party serving the interrogatory 
reasonable opportunity to examine, 
audit or inspect such records and to 
make copies, compilations, abstracts 
or summaries. [Rule 205.] 

[49 FR 44369, Nov. 6, 1984; 49 FR 47394, Dec. 4, 
1984] 

§ 502.206 Production of documents and 
things and entry upon land for in-
spection and other purposes. 

(a) Scope. Any party may serve, pur-
suant to subpart H of this part, on any 
other party a request (1) to produce 
and permit the party making the re-
quest, or someone acting on its behalf, 
to inspect and copy any designated 
documents (including writings, draw-
ings, graphs, charts, photographs, 
sound or video recordings, and other 
data compilations from which informa-
tion can be obtained, translated, if nec-
essary, by the respondent through de-
tection devices into reasonably usable 
form), or to inspect and copy, test, or 
sample any tangible things which con-
stitute or contain matters within the 
scope of § 502.203(a) and which are in 
the possession, custody or control of 
the party upon whom the request is 
served; or (2) to permit entry upon des-
ignated land or other property in the 
possession or control of the party upon 
whom the request is served for the pur-
pose of inspection and measuring, sur-
veying, photographing, testing, or sam-
pling the property of any designated 
object or operation thereon, within the 
scope of § 502.203(a). 

(b) Procedure. The request shall set 
forth the items to be inspected either 
by individual item or by category, and 
describe each item and category with 
reasonable particularity. The request 
shall specify a reasonable time, place, 
and manner of making the inspection 
and performing the related acts. Re-
sponses shall be served under the 
schedule established pursuant to 
§ 502.201. The response shall state, with 
respect to each item or category, that 
inspection and related activities will 
be permitted as requested, unless the 
request is objected to, in which event 
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