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IN THE UNITEI} STA'IES DISTRICT COURT
FOR T'HE WESTERN DISTRICT OIi ARI{ANSAS

FORT SMITH DIVISION

TINITED S]'ATE$ OF AMERICA,

ptainri ff,

V ,

DON NDAMS" GRACE ADAMS,
DRENNON G. ADAMS,
LULA MAE COOK, aka LULA MAE
DII,I,ARD, and A & A INVESTMENTS
d/b/a/ PHOENIX VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

cascNo., O a-A/0I

L]OMPLAINT

Defendants.
____J
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.5.

6 .

'7.

The tJnitcd Statcs of Arncrica allcees as follows:

I . fhis action is brought by the Unito<l Stats$ to enfbrce the ptovisions ofthe ltair

Housing Act, as amcndcd.42 U.S.C. $$ 3601-3631.

This Court has jurisdiction ovcr this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. $ 1345 artl

42 U.S.C. $ 3612(o).

Venue is proper in thc District flourt for thc Wcstcrn District of Arkansas undor

2ti U.S.C. $ I39l(b) and 42 U.S.C. $ 36I2(o). in that the events or omissions

giving risc to this action occurrcd in this district.

At all tinres relevant to this conrplaint, the Det'endaflt$ Don Adami, Gtacc Adams,

Drcnnon G. Adams, and Lula Mac Cook (aka Lula Mae Dillard) have been the

owners for a 1O0-unit residential rental property, Phoenix Village Apartrnonts, at

924 S. Quincy Street, Fort Smith. Arkansas, (the "subject property").

On inlbrmation and helie[ A & A Investments does busincss as Phoenix Village

Apartnlents.

The sulrjeot property is a dwolling within the rleaning of the Fair Housiflg Act,

42 rJ.s.C, $ 3602(b).

Plaintiff, the United States of America, conducted a series oftests to evaluate the

Defendants compliance with the Fair Housing Act. The testing underlaken by the

Uflited States revealed that the Defefldants are ongaged in housing practices that

discriminate on the basis of farnilial status at Phoenix Village Apartments,

includins:
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9 .

b,

Rcfusing to negotiate for the rental of, or otherwise making unavailable a

dwelling because of fbmilial status;

Discouraging pcrsons with children from lenting a dweJlirtg owned or

managcd by the Defendants;

Making or causing to be ftade statefireflts with rcspect to the rental oila

dwclling that indicate any preference, limitation, or discdmination based

on farnilial status, or an intentiou to make such prel'erencc, limitation, or

discrimination.

Ily the conduct set forth in the previous numbered pamgraph. the Defeudants

have:

Refused to negotiate tbt the rental oll or othcrwisc made unavailable or

denied a dwelling to a person because of lhnrilial stahrs, in violation of

Section 804(a) of tho Fair Housing Act, 42 U.S.C. $ 3604(a);

Made statements anrVot caused to be made, ptintcd ot published

statement$ iurrVor advertisefients with re$pect to thc rcntal of a dwelling

that indicate a prcfercncc, limitation and discrirnination basetl orr lamilial

status. and an intcntion to make such a preference, linritation or

discrimination based on familial status, in violation of Section li04(c) of

the Fair Housing Act,42 U.S.C. $ 3604(c).

The Defendants' discriminatory conduct as set forth above was ifltefitio al,

willful, and taken in disregatd for the right$ ol'others.

The conduct ol'1hc Defcndants dcscribcd abovc constitutes:

b .

r0 .
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a paltem ofpracticc ofrcsistance to the full enjoynrent of tights grantcd by the

Fair Housing Act, in violation of 42 U.S.C. $ 3614(a); or

a denial to a group ofpcrsons ofrights granted by the Fair Housing Act,

which denial raises an issue of genctal public importance, in violation of

42 U.S.C. $ 36la(a).

IJpon inttrrmation and bclief, persons who have been the victints of'

discriminatory housing practices by the Defendants are aggrieved petsons within

the mcaning of 42 U.S.C. $ 3602(D.

WHEREFORE, thc United States prays for relief as follows:

l . A dcclaration that the conduct ofthe Defendants as set forth above violatcs the

Fair Housing Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. $$ 3601-3631 ;

Al injunction against the Defendants, their agents, employees, and succcssors,

antl all other persorls ifl active concert or participation with them, from:

2.

discriminatirrg on the basis ol' lamilial status in violation of the Fair

Ilousing Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. $$ 360I-363 II

failing or refusing to notify the public thilt dwellings owned or opcrated by

the Delbndants are available lo all pcrsons on a nondiscriminatory basis;

and

failing or refusing to take such affirmative steps as may be nece$$ary to

restore, as nearly as practicable, any aggrieved persons to the position they

would have heen in but li)r the discdminatotv conduct;

b.

l l .

b.

3 . Al awud of monetary damages to tury otlier aggrieved persons pursuaflt to
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42 U.S.C. $$ 3612(o)(3) and 3613(c); and

A civil penalty against eacli ofthe Defendants in an amount authorized by

4? U.S.C. $ 36 l4(dX I XC), in order to vindicate the public intercst.
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The United States further prays for such additional reliefas the interests ofjustice niay

require.

Daredig-18 , 2007 PETER D. KEISLER
Aoting Attomoy General

ROBERT C. BALFLI
Ilflited Stdtes Attomey Acting A$sislaflt Attoffiey Gcncral

Civil Riqhts Division

fr r lJ,*
DEI}ORAII GROOM
Civi l  Chief
United States Attomey's Office
4 l4 Parker Street
Fort Smith, AR 72901
Phone: (479)78-3-5125
Fax: (479)785-2442
A.rkdnsas Bar No. 80054

Chie{, Housing and Civil
Inforcement Section

Civil Rights I)ivision

AMBERR, STANDRIDCI
Attorney
Housing and Civil Enforcement Section
Civil Rights Division
U.S. Department of Justioe
950 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Noflhwestern Building, 7th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20530
Phone: [202) 514-3556
F a x :  ( 2 0 2 ) s 1 4 - 1 1 1 6

LICCA B. tsON
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