


EFH in the Magnhuson-Stevens Act

Purpose: to promote the protection of
essential fish habitat in the review of
projects conducted under Federal permits,
licenses, or other authorities that affect or #
have thé /B'otenﬁal to affect such habitat.” "
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Definitions, “Essential fish habitat means
,‘lhose ters and substrate necessary to
fish for s pawnlng breeding, feeding, ‘or
growth to maturlty - -

' Paige Gill - Florida Keys NMS
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Three Key Elements of EFH
Mandate

* Describe and identify EFH.

* Minimize to the extent practicable
adverse effects of fishing and.identify
other actions for the conservation of

such habitat.

* Provides for a consultation process for
actions that may adversely affect EFH.
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« HAPCs are subsets of EFH that ment
partlcular conservatlon ﬁocus
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Successful examples

*vAlaska’s new HAPCs": proactive
conservation that fishing and
environmental interests support.

* New England Habitat closures that
protect cod habitat permanently
and minimize impacts to fishermen.
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Plan for 2005 and beyond

« Will not revise regulations at this time.

« Will make targeted changes to technical
guidance to refine EFH and improve the
way we address adverse impaets to
EFH.

 Will continue to push for basic science
and mapping for habitat distribution,
species/habitat relatichships‘,' and
impacts. ' - 3
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