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4 Design Excellence and 
Site Selection Pr i o r i t i e s 

4 . 0 

4 . 1 

I n t ro d u c t i o n 

Site selection is not a formal part of the Design Excellence process. Site decisions, 
h owe ve r, can have a profound impact on a pro j e c t ’s success. The following provides an 
ove rview of important Design Excellence site selection issues and useful re s o u rc e s . 

Criteria for Selecting the Best Project Site 
Site selection is a decision that affects the organization, massing, function, sustainability, 
e f f i c i e n c y, and aesthetics of a project. Security mandates and budget considerations are 
additional site selection issues. The goals in this decision should be to: 

1 Contribute Meaningfully to Community Deve l o p m e n t 

A federal facility can be a catalyst in the growth and vitality of a neighborhood. It can 
p rovide public open space. It can re v i t a l i ze an existing historic landmark. It can enhance 
the quality of a city’s urban enviro n m e n t . 

2 M a x i m i ze the Potential for Arc h i t e c t u ral Design Exc e l l e n c e 

A site and its context should stimulate the creativity and imagination of the design team 
to produce a distinguished federal facility. The site should allow for the development 
of at least three distinct design options. Its size, shape, and physical characteristics such 
as slope or existing structures should not result in a design that compromises integrity, 
function, and performance or re q u i res costly sitework that negatively impacts the budget. 

3 S u p p o rt Effective Sustainable Design St ra t e g i e s 

GSA is re q u i red to have a “s i l ver” LEED rating for all of its projects. Site-related decisions 
a re important in achieving this goal. The site should allow designers to take advantage 
of the orientation to sun and wind. It should be in areas with existing infra s t r u c t u re and 
be near alternative means of tra n s p o rtation. It should minimize environmental pro b l e m s . 

13 sections 4.0–4.1 
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4 Meet Current Security St a n d a rd s 

Setbacks and other aspects of security such as vehicular access and parking are inhere n t l y 
linked to site selection. Sites should allow for appropriate perimeter security without 
isolating a building from its surroundings or making it a fort ress. Fe d e ral facilities should 

be both open and secure, welcoming the public at the same time that they protect those 
who work and use these buildings. 

1 4 section 4.1 
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•

Re s o u rc e s 

Re s o u rc e s 

These are valuable site selection re s o u rc e s : 

The Site Selection Desk Guide, GSA Office of the Chief Architect, 2003 
A complete compendium of the issues and processes related to site selection. The guide 

includes a discussion of technical issues and offers an extensive list of criteria essential 
to shortlisting and evaluating site options. It also contains a directory of pro f e s s i o n a l 
o rganizations that may be useful contacts in the site selection process. Documents re l a t e d 
to site selection are included in The Site Section Desk Guide. T h e re are no formal Design 
Excellence site selection documents. 

Urban Development/Good Neighbor Pro g ra m 
A pro g ram managed in the Office of the Chief Architect to articulate urban design exc e l l e n c e 
principles and facilitate and demonstrate urban design excellence in GSA projects. Contact 
the Office of the Chief Architect at 202.501.1888. 

h t t p : / / c i v i c s q u a re . g s a . g ov / c v s q / 

A compre h e n s i ve web-based database managed by the Urban Development/Good Neighbor 
p ro g ram. The site provides GSA staff with searchable project, image, and document 
databases on site selection, design, management, and other issues that impact local 
context. Project information presents site selection processes that successfully invo l ve d 
local stakeholders. Documents include sample site selection agreements between GSA 
and local municipalities, various land agreements, and a growing collection of solicitation 

documents and strategies for design and site selection related to lease construction pro j e c t s . 

1 5 chapter 4 re s o u rc e s 
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