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1275.106 Administrative actions. 
1275.107 Adjudication. 
1275.108 Appeals. 
APPENDIX: NASA RESEARCH DISCIPLINES AND 

RESPECTIVE ASSOCIATED ENTERPRISES 

AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 85–568, 72 Stat. 426, 42 
U.S.C. 2473. 

SOURCE: 69 FR 42103, July 14, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1275.100 Purpose and scope. 
(a) The purpose of this part is to es-

tablish procedures to be used by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) for the handling 
of allegations of research misconduct. 
Specifically, the procedures contained 
in this part are designed to result in: 

(1) Findings as to whether research 
misconduct by a person or institution 
has occurred in proposing, performing, 
reviewing, or reporting results from re-
search activities funded or supported 
by NASA; and 

(2) Recommendations on appropriate 
administrative actions that may be un-
dertaken by NASA in response to re-
search misconduct determined to have 
occurred. 

(b) This part applies to all research 
wholly or partially funded or supported 
by NASA. This includes any research 
conducted by a NASA installation and 
any research conducted by a public or 
private entity receiving NASA funds or 
using NASA facilities, equipment or 
personnel, under a contract, grant, co-
operative agreement, Space Act agree-
ment, or other transaction with NASA. 

(c) NASA shall make a determination 
of research misconduct only after care-
ful inquiry and investigation by an 
awardee institution, another Federal 
agency, or NASA, and an adjudication 
conducted by NASA. NASA shall afford 
the accused individual or institution a 
chance to comment on the investiga-
tion report and a chance to appeal the 
decision resulting from the adjudica-
tion. In structuring procedures in indi-
vidual cases, NASA may take into ac-
count procedures already followed by 
other entities investigating the same 
allegation of research misconduct. In-
vestigation of allegations which, if 
true, would constitute criminal of-
fenses, are not covered by this part. 

(d) A determination that research 
misconduct has occurred must be ac-

companied by recommendations on ap-
propriate administrative actions. How-
ever, the administrative actions them-
selves may be imposed only after fur-
ther procedures described in applicable 
NASA regulations concerning con-
tracts, cooperative agreements, grants, 
Space Act agreements, or other trans-
actions, depending on the type of 
agreement used to fund or support the 
research in question. Administrative 
actions involving NASA civil service 
employees may be imposed only in 
compliance with all relevant Federal 
laws and policies. 

(e) Allegations of research mis-
conduct concerning NASA research 
may be transmitted to NASA in one of 
the following ways: by mail addressed 
to Office of Inspector General (OIG), 
Code W, National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, 300 E Street, 
SW., Washington, DC 20546–0001; via the 
NASA OIG Hotline at 1–800–424–9183, or 
the NASA OIG cyber hotline at 
www.hq.nasa.gov/office/oig/hq/hot-
line.html. 

(f) To the extent permitted by law, 
the identity of the Complainant, wit-
nesses, or other sources of information 
who wish to remain anonymous shall 
be kept confidential. To the extent per-
mitted by law, NASA shall protect the 
research misconduct inquiry, inves-
tigation, adjudication, and appeal 
records maintained by NASA as ex-
empt from mandatory disclosure under 
5 U.S.C. 552, the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, as amended, and 5 U.S.C. 552a, 
the Privacy Act, as amended. 

§ 1275.101 Definitions. 

(a) Research misconduct means fab-
rication, falsification, or plagiarism in 
proposing, performing, or reviewing re-
search, or in reporting research results. 
Research misconduct does not include 
honest error or differences of opinion. 
Research as used in this part includes 
all basic, applied, and demonstration 
research in all fields of science, engi-
neering, and mathematics, including, 
but not limited to, research in econom-
ics, education, linguistics, medicine, 
psychology, social sciences, statistics, 
and research involving human subjects 
or animals. 
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