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WEIGHT AND BALANCE CONTROL


[135.23(b)]

Establishing Empty Weight Before Use in Charter Service.
FAR 135.185 requires all MY COMPANY multiengine aircraft be weighed every thirty-six (36) calendar months.  New production multiengine aircraft may be placed into service without reweighing, including those having a "computed" weight and balance report, if those reports have been adjusted for alterations or modifications to the aircraft.  Used multiengine aircraft previously certified under FAR Part 135 need not be reweighed prior to being placed into service, unless 36 calendar months have elapsed since the last weighing.  The Pilot-in-Command (PIC) of a multiengined aircraft may determine whether the assigned aircraft complies with this regulation by checking the aircraft status board on the maintenance hangar wall where the date of the last weighing is recorded.

Weighing procedures as outlined in appropriate aircraft maintenance manuals will be used in weighing aircraft.

Weight and Balance Procedures.

Before each revenue flight, the PIC will calculate the gross takeoff weight, gross landing weight (if the maximum allowable gross landing weight is less than the maximum allowable gross takeoff weight for this aircraft), and the actual center of gravity for the loaded weight.  The PIC will determine that these calculated values fall within the manufacturer's allowable weight and balance limits for the aircraft.

Weight and balance calculations will be computed from the aircraft weight and balance records using actual weights for the crew, passengers, baggage, and cargo.  Only those loading tables listed by the manufacturer or approved by the FAA will be used to determine safe loading conditions.

Actual weight may be determined by scale weighing each passenger including carry on baggage.  The actual weight may also be determined by asking each passenger their weight.  In the event the PIC determines an obvious discrepancy in the weight given it will become necessary to weigh that passenger.

Cargo weight will be actual weight.  Cargo that is accompanied by shipping papers with the weight shown may be used at the discretion of the PIC.
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Load Manifest.
If the revenue flight is conducted in a multiengine aircraft, the PIC will record the results of these computations on the MY COMPANY Flight Manifest Form (See Appendix S) in duplicate.  The PIC will carry a copy of this form in the aircraft until reaching the final destination of the flight.  MY COMPANY will keep a copy of this form on file at it's home office for a minimum of 30 days after the completion of the flight.

The load manifest must be prepared by the flight crew of multiengine aircraft prior to departure and shall include at least the following items:

1.
The number of passengers.

2.
The total weight of the loaded aircraft.

3.
The maximum allowable takeoff weight for that flight.

4.
The center of gravity limits.

5.
The center of gravity of the loaded aircraft.

6.
The registration number of the aircraft.

7.
The origin and destination.

8.
Identification of crewmembers and their crew position assignments.

