Second Meeting of
U.S.-China Joint Committee on Environmental Cooperation
Joint Statement

The Second Meeting of the Joint Committee on Environmental Cooperation (JCEC) of
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of the United States of America and the
State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of the People’s Republic of
China, referred to as the “Parties” hereafter, was held in Beijing on Dec 14" 2007.
EPA Administrator Mr. Stephen Johnson and SEPA Minister Mr. Zhou Shengxian
co-chaired the meeting that was attended by more than sixty senior environmental
officials from the United States and China.

The meeting focused on progress to date and priorities for future cooperation under
the four annexes to the Memorandum of Understanding between EPA and SEPA on
Scientific and Technical Cooperation in the Field of the Environment (MOU) on air
pollution, water pollution, pollution from persistent organic pollutants and other toxic
substances, and hazardous and solid wastes since the first JCEC meeting in 2005.
The meeting also finalized a new annex on development, implementation and
enforcement of environmental law.

The Parties briefed each other on progress under the MOU and discussed recent
policy developments in the field of environmental protection and they agreed to
strengthen collaboration with industry and other stakeholders.

The Parties expressed satisfaction with progress under the four annexes. Under the
Annex on Air Pollution, the Parties had in-depth discussions on regional air quality
management and cooperation in the power and transportation sectors. Under the
Annex on Water Pollution, the Parties conducted effective cooperation under the
source water protection project in the Yugiao Reservoir of Tianjin. Under the Annex on
Pollution from Persistent Organic Pollutants and Other Toxic Substances the
U.S.-China Hospital Mercury Management Project was launched in 2006 and
successfully concluded in August 2007. In addition, the Parties had six successful
video conferences for sharing information and experiences on new chemical
substances. Under the Annex on Hazardous and Solid Wastes, the U.S. side assisted
SEPA during the drafting of the Emergency Response Guideline for Hazardous Waste
Management Enterprises by providing U.S. case studies and experiences. The
Guideline was officially released in 2007.

The Parties identified the following as priorities for cooperation in the next two years:
1. Annex on Air Pollution: The Parties intend to have exchanges and cooperation on

clean transportation fuels and pollution control technologies and standards, and
further their collaboration on regional air quality management, including multi-pollutant



approaches.,

The Parties also agreed to continue their cooperation on the Joint Economic Study
(JES) and its follow-up activities, especially on institutional and capacity building for
SO2 emissions trading in the power sector of China, as identified in the Third
U.S.-China Strategic Economic Dialogue.

2. Annex on Water Pollution: The Parties agreed to convene joint workshop in China
on source water protection technologies and management experiences, and to
organize field visits in the U.S. The Parties agreed further to build upon the
collaboration between EPA and the Tianjin Environmental Protection Bureau in the
area of source water protection.

3.  Annex on Pollution from Persistent Organic Pollutants and Other Toxic
Substances: The Parties intend to follow-up on the U.S.-China Hospital Mercury
Management Project through the expansion of the program to other hospitals, with an
emphasis on Beijing, and agreed to continue their cooperation on new chemical
substances.

4. Annex on Hazardous and Solid Wastes: The Parties agreed to extend their
collaboration on hazardous waste management capacity building, waste treatment
technologies evaluation, contaminated site remediation, and joint exploration of
environmental cleanup fund mechanisms through workshops, training courses and
field visits on areas covered by this annex.

5. Annex on Development, Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law:
The Parties agreed that strengthening environmental enforcement is a priority. The
parties will share experiences in order to enhance institutional relationships and
accountability among different levels of government and ensure that officials have
appropriate legal tools and incentives to prevent and control pollution, including
stronger penalties for violating environmental requirements. The Parties look forward
to building capacity and policies for emergency response to pollution accidents and
strengthening the Regional Supervision Centers.

The Parties also expressed interest in exploring potential opportunities for
cooperation on radioactive environmental monitoring and management.

The Parties highly praised the effectiveness of the MOU, its annexes, and the JCEC,
as mechanisms for U.S.-China environmental cooperation and recognized the
importance of strengthening cooperation and communication with other agencies and
institutions, including the Asian Development Bank.

Administrator Johnson and Minister Zhou expressed their commitment to further
strengthening U.S.-China environmental cooperation and contributing to global



sustainable development.
The U.S side expressed its appreciation to SEPA for hosting the meeting and for the
warm hospitality extended to the participants. The Parties resolved to reconvene the

third JCEC meeting in the U.S. in 2009.

Signed in Beijing on December 14™ 2007.
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