» Designate in the school safety plan which fac-
ulty will monitor NOAA Weather Radio during
Watches and other severe weather. Include provi-
sions for all after-hours, school related activities.
Provide a backup source of information, such as
TV, radio, or internet.

» Identify in the plan the personnel and method to
disseminate all severe weather information to
every class and activity. Have an alternate
method to notify students and faculty in case of
power failure.

» Remember, the NWS issues a Tornado Watch
when conditions are favorable for tornado devel-
opment and a Tornado Warning when a tornado
has been indicated by Doppler radar or has been
spotted.

» Schools, including outdoor and portable class-
rooms, should be inspected and best available
protective areas designated. Interior locations on
the ground floor, away from windows are the best.

» Inspect the most interior areas on the ground
floor in the school to select and designate the
best available protective areas. Portable class-
rooms, large, open rooms such as lunchrooms,
gymnasiums, and auditoriums or rooms with exte-
rior walls should never be used.

» Notify students and faculty in portable class-
rooms, or outside the school building of impend-
ing weather first so they can take cover before
severe weather arrives.

» Provide that faculty or students with disabilities
take cover early, before arrival of impending se-
vere weather.

» Train students so they can instantly get into a
protective position when instructed. Students
should face an interior wall, with knees and el-
bows on the ground, and hands over the back of
their head. lllustrations of this position should be
available to the students prior to a severe weather
event. See illustration to the right.

» Establish guidelines for the use of school buses
during Watches and Warnings. All school buses
should be equipped with radios for communicat-
ing important weather information. Delaying bus
departures and diverting buses on routes are
strategies for protecting drivers and riders.

» School bus drivers should identify protective ar-
eas along each part of their route where they and
their charges can take cover if overtaken by a tor-
nado or high winds. Do not hesitate to take cover
in ditches or other below ground level places. Do
not stay in the school bus if caught in a tornado or
high winds. Do not attempt to outrun severe
weather.

» Ensure faculty and staff in charge of outdoor
and after school activities have access to a
weather radio at all times. Ensure they are knowl-
edgeable of the school safety plan and where
nearest protective areas are located.

» Prioritize areas within the school building, by
number of barrier walls, construction material,
etc., as possible protective areas. Create a move-
ment plan to fill the highest rated areas first.

» Look for hazards inherent to the building, such
as heating system pipes carrying scalding water,
hazardous materials, high chimneys, etc., which
would make an otherwise acceptable protective
area, unsafe. Do not use such areas.

» National Weather Service officials will brief EMA
officials in advance of anticipated severe weather
so that school officials can make decisions re-
garding school closures for High Risk days.

» Include tornado shelters when planning addi-
tions or new school buildings.
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Tornado
safety in
schools

Be Ready...

» Have a safety plan to prepare » Know the difference between a
for High Risk days, and Tornado Watch and a Warning.
Watches and Warnings.

» Establish procedures and know
what to do if severe weather
strikes during after school activi-
» Designate the best available pro- ties, or during bus transportation.
» Hold drills on a regular and tective areas within the school.
frequent basis. » Be ready to take action when a
» Ensure students know the correct Tornado Warning is issued in
» Have a NOAA Weather Radio protective position. your area.

with battery back-up.

The NWS, FEMA, State & Local Emergency Management, & the Red Cross...

Urge all schools to develop a severe weather safety plan to take cover within 60 seconds. Con-
duct regular drills to practice such plan. This will allow both students and faculty to remain calm
and move quickly in the event of a real tornado. Tornado drills should be different than fire drills.

The inside of this handout is designed to be used as a poster to be displayed where children can
become familiar with tornado safety procedures.
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Weather Radio

TORNADO ACTIONS

TO R N A D 0 WATC H Radio for continuous up to
S I G N A L . date information.

IT M EAN Weather conditions are favorable for tornadoes and other dangerous weather to form. Be aware of quickly changing weather
conditions. Be prepared to move quickly to the protective area, if the Warning Signal is given.

WHAT TO DO

TORNADO WARNING
SIGNAL.:

IT M EANS A tornado has been indicated by radar or has been spotted. Go at once to the protective area listed below and get in the pro-
tective position, like the boy in the picture below. If you see or hear the tornado coming, take cover immediately — do not wait
for the Warning Signal.

WHAT TO DO PROTECT YOURSELF
Lie face down, draw your knees up
under you, cover the back of your

head with your hands.
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Schools should post maps of the best available protective areas throughout the school building to compliment this poster.

www.weather.gov  www.weather.gov/huntsville www.fema.gov www.ema.alabama.gov www.madisoncountyema.com  www.redcross.org



