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§ 602.11 Geographic scope of accred-
iting activities. 

The agency must demonstrate that 
its accrediting activities cover— 

(a) A State, if the agency is part of a 
State government; 

(b) A region of the United States that 
includes at least three States that are 
reasonably close to one another; or 

(c) The United States. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b) 

§ 602.12 Accrediting experience. 
(a) An agency seeking initial recogni-

tion must demonstrate that it has— 
(1) Granted accreditation or 

preaccreditation— 
(i) To one or more institutions if it is 

requesting recognition as an institu-
tional accrediting agency and to one or 
more programs if it is requesting rec-
ognition as a programmatic accred-
iting agency; 

(ii) That covers the range of the spe-
cific degrees, certificates, institutions, 
and programs for which it seeks rec-
ognition; and 

(iii) In the geographic area for which 
it seeks recognition; and 

(2) Conducted accrediting activities, 
including deciding whether to grant or 
deny accreditation or preaccreditation, 
for at least two years prior to seeking 
recognition. 

(b) A recognized agency seeking an 
expansion of its scope of recognition 
must demonstrate that it has granted 
accreditation or preaccreditation cov-
ering the range of the specific degrees, 
certificates, institutions, and programs 
for which it seeks the expansion of 
scope. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b) 

§ 602.13 Acceptance of the agency by 
others. 

The agency must demonstrate that 
its standards, policies, procedures, and 
decisions to grant or deny accredita-
tion are widely accepted in the United 
States by— 

(a) Educators and educational insti-
tutions; and 

(b) Licensing bodies, practitioners, 
and employers in the professional or 
vocational fields for which the edu-
cational institutions or programs with-
in the agency’s jurisdiction prepare 
their students. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b) 

ORGANIZATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS 

§ 602.14 Purpose and organization. 

(a) The Secretary recognizes only the 
following four categories of agencies: 

The Secretary recognizes . . . that . . . 

(1) An accrediting agency .......... (i) Has a voluntary membership of institutions of higher education; 
(ii) Has as a principal purpose the accrediting of institutions of higher education and that ac-

creditation is a required element in enabling those institutions to participate in HEA pro-
grams; and 

(iii) Satisfies the ‘‘separate and independent’’ requirements in paragraph (b) of this section. 
(2) An accrediting agency .......... (i) Has a voluntary membership; and 

(ii) Has as its principal purpose the accrediting of higher education programs, or higher edu-
cation programs and institutions of higher education, and that accreditation is a required 
element in enabling those entities to participate in non-HEA Federal programs. 

(3) An accrediting agency .......... for purposes of determining eligibility for Title IV, HEA programs— 
(i) Either has a voluntary membership of individuals participating in a profession or has as its 

principal purpose the accrediting of programs within institutions that are accredited by a na-
tionally recognized accrediting agency; and 

(ii) Either satisfies the ‘‘separate and independent’’ requirements in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion or obtains a waiver of those requirements under paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section. 

(4) A State agency ..................... (i) Has as a principal purpose the accrediting of institutions of higher education, higher edu-
cation programs, or both; and 

(ii) The Secretary listed as a nationally recognized accrediting agency on or before October 
1, 1991 and has recognized continuously since that date. 

(b) For purposes of this section, the 
term separate and independent means 
that— 

(1) The members of the agency’s deci-
sion-making body—who decide the ac-

creditation or preaccreditation status 
of institutions or programs, establish 
the agency’s accreditation policies, or 
both—are not elected or selected by the 
board or chief executive officer of any 
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