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with a holding power of at least a 22 1b
(9.9 kg) Danforth-style anchor at each
end of the net string.

(2) Lobster Trap gear. (i) Ground lines
and Buoy lines—All ground lines and
buoy lines must be made entirely of
sinking or mneutrally buoyant line.
Floating ground lines and buoy lines
are prohibited.

(ii) Northern Inshore State Lobster
Waters and Northern Nearshore Lob-
ster Waters Areas buoy weak links—
All buoy lines must be attached to the
buoy with a weak link having a max-
imum breaking strength of up to 600-1b
(272.4-kg). Weak links may include
swivels, plastic weak links, rope of ap-
propriate diameter, hog rings, rope sta-
pled to a buoy stick, or other materials
or devices approved in writing by the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries.

(i1i) Offshore Lobster Waters Area
buoy weak links—All buoy lines must
be attached to the buoy with a weak
link having a maximum breaking
strength of up to 1,500 1b (680.4 kg).
Weak links may include swivels, plas-
tic weak links, rope of appropriate di-
ameter, hog rings, rope stapled to a
buoy stick, or other materials or de-
vices approved in writing by the Assist-
ant Administrator.

(iv) Buoy line—No more than one
buoy line per trawl is allowed. The
buoy line must be attached to the
northern or western end of the trawl
string depending on the direction of
the set. These requirements supersede
the requirements found at §697.21,
which require one radar reflector at
each end of a trawl with more than
three traps.

(ii) SAM East. (A) Area. SAM East
consists of all waters bounded by
straight lines connecting the following
points in the order stated:

SAM EAST

N. Lat.

Point

W. Long.

69°24
.. | 69°24"
.. | 67°26
.. | 66°50
. | 68°17"
68°31"

(B) Gear requirements. Unless other-
wise authorized by the Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Fisheries, NMF'S, in ac-
cordance with paragraph (g)(2) of this
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section, from May 1 through July 31, no
person may fish with anchored gillnet
or lobster trap gear in SAM East unless
that person’s gear complies with the
gear characteristics found at paragraph
(2)(4)(1)(B) of this section.

NOTE TO §229.32: Additional regulations
that affect fishing with lobster trap gear
have also been issued under authority of the
Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Man-
agement Act in part 697 of this title.

[64 FR 7552, Feb. 16, 1999, as amended at 65
FR 70317, Nov. 22, 2000; 65 FR 80377, Dec. 21,
2000; 67 FR 1141, 1159, Jan. 9, 2002; 67 FR 1313,
Jan. 10, 2002; 67 FR 15494, Apr. 2, 2002; 67 FR
59477, Sept. 23, 2002; 67 FR 65727, Oct. 28, 2002;
68 FR 19465, Apr. 21, 2003; 68 FR 51200, Aug. 26,
2003; 72 FR 34642, June 25, 2007]

§229.33 Harbor Porpoise Take Reduc-
tion Plan Implementing Regula-
tions—Gulf of Maine.

(a) Restrictions—(1) Northeast Closure
Area. From August 15 through Sep-
tember 13 of each fishing year, it is
prohibited to fish with, set, haul back,
possess on board a vessel unless
stowed, or fail to remove sink gillnet
gear or gillnet gear capable of catching
multispecies, from Northeast Closure
Area. This prohibition does not apply
to a single pelagic gillnet (as described
and used as set forth in §648.81(f)(2)(ii)
of this title). The Northeast Closure
Area is the area bounded by straight
lines connecting the following points in
the order stated:

NORTHEAST CLOSURE AREA

Point N. Lat. W. Long.
NE1 Q] 68°55.0"
NE2 43°29.6 68°55.0"
NE3 44°04.4' 67°48.7"
NE4 44°06.9 67°52.8
NE5S 44°31.2 67°02.7"
NE6 Q] 67°02.7"

1Maine shoreline.

(2) Mid-coast Closure Area. From Sep-
tember 15 through May 31, it is prohib-
ited to fish with, set, haul back, pos-
sess on board a vessel unless stowed, or
fail to remove sink gillnet gear or
gillnet gear capable of catching multi-
species. This prohibition does not apply
to a single pelagic gillnet (as described
and used as set forth in §648.81(f)(2)(ii)
of this title). The Mid-Coast Closure
Area is the area bounded by straight
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lines connecting the following points in
the order stated:

§229.33

CAPE CoD SOUTH CLOSURE AREA

MID-COAST CLOSURE AREA

Point N. Lat. W. Long.

MC1 42°30" ")

mc2 42°30" 70°15"
MC3 42°40° 70°15
MC4 42°40 70°00
MC5 43°00" 70°00"
MC6 43°00" 69°30"
MC7 43°30" 69°30
Mcs 43°30 69°00
MC9 () 69°00"

Point N. Lat. W. Long.
CCs1 ") 71°45'
CCSs2 40°40 71°45
CCS3 40°40" 70°30"
CCs4 () 70°30

" Rhode Island shoreline.
2Massachusetts shoreline.

(6) Offshore Closure Area. From No-

1Massachusetts shoreline.

2Maine shoreline.

(3) Massachusetts Bay Closure Area.
From December 1 through May 31, it is
prohibited to fish with, set, haul back,
possess on board a vessel unless
stowed, or fail to remove sink gillnet
gear or gillnet gear capable of catching
multispecies from the Massachusetts
Bay Closure Area, except with the use
of pingers as provided in paragraph
(d)(2) of this section. This prohibition
does not apply to a single pelagic
gillnet (as described in §648.81(f)(2)(ii)
of this title). The Massachusetts Bay
Closure Area is the area bounded by
straight lines connecting the following
points in the order stated:

vember 1 through May 31, it is prohib-
ited to fish with, set, haul back, pos-
sess on board a vessel unless stowed, or
fail to remove sink gillnet gear or
gillnet gear capable of catching multi-
species from Offshore Closure Area, ex-
cept for the use of pingers as provided
in §229.33(d)(4). This prohibition does
not apply to a single pelagic gillnet (as
described in §648.81(f)(2)(ii) of this
title). The Offshore Closure Area is the
area bounded by straight lines con-
necting the following points in the
order stated:

OFFSHORE CLOSURE AREA

Point N. Lat. W. Long.
OFS1 42°50" 69°30"
OFS2 43°10" 69°10"
OFS3 43°10" 67°40
OFSs4 42°10 67°40
OFS5 42°10" 69°30"
OFS6 42°50" 69°30"

MASSACHUSETTS BAY CLOSURE AREA

Point N. Lat. W. Long.
MB1 42°30" ()
MB2 42°30" 70°30"
MB3 42°12' 70°30"
MB4 42°12 70°00
MB5 (@] 70°00
MB6 42°00" 2
MC7 42°00" ()

1Massachusetts shoreline.

2Cape Cod shoreline.

(4) Cape Cod South Closure Area. From
December 1 through May 31, it is pro-
hibited to fish with, set, haul back,
possess on board a vessel unless
stowed, or fail to remove sink gillnet
gear or gillnet gear capable of catching
multispecies from Cape Cod South Clo-
sure Area, except with the use of
pingers as provided in paragraph (d)(3)
of this section. This prohibition does
not apply to a single pelagic gillnet (as
described in §648.81(f)(2)(ii) of this
title). The Cape Cod South Closure
Area is the area bounded by straight
lines connecting the following points in
the order stated:

(6) Cashes Ledge Closure Area. For the
month of February of each fishing
year, it is prohibited to fish with, set,
haul back, possess on board a vessel
unless stowed, or fail to remove sink
gillnet gear or gillnet gear capable of
catching multispecies from the Cashes
Ledge Closure Area. This prohibition
does not apply to a single pelagic
gillnet (as described in §648.81(f)(2)(ii)
of this title). The Cashes Ledge Closure
Area is the area bounded by straight
lines connecting the following points in
the order stated:

CASHES LEDGE CLOSURE AREA

Point N. Lat. W. Long.
CL1 42°30" 69°00
CL2 42°30 68°30
CL3 43°00" 68°30"
CL4 43°00" 69°00"
CL5 42°30" 69°00

(b) Pingers—(1) Pinger specifications.

For the purposes of this subpart, a
pinger is an acoustic deterrent device
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which, when immersed in water, broad-
casts a 10 kHz (+2 kHz) sound at 132 dB
(+4 dB) re 1 micropascal at 1 m, lasting
300 milliseconds (£15 milliseconds), and
repeating every 4 seconds (+.2 seconds).

(2) Pinger attachment. An operating
and functional pinger must be attached
at the end of each string of the gillnets
and at the bridle of every net within a
string of nets.

(c) Pinger training and certification.
Beginning on January 1, 1999, the oper-
ator of a vessel may not fish with, set
or haul back sink gillnets or gillnet
gear, or allow such gear to be in closed
areas Wwhere pingers are required as
specified under paragraph (b) of this
section, unless the operator has satis-
factorily completed the pinger certifi-
cation training program and possesses
on board the vessel a valid pinger
training certificate issued by NMFS.
Notice will be given announcing the
times and locations of pinger certifi-
cation training programs.

(d) Use of pingers in closed areas—(1)
Vessels, subject to the restrictions and
regulations specified in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section, may fish in the
Mid-coast Closure Area from Sep-
tember 15 through May 31 of each fish-
ing year, provided that pingers are
used in accordance with the require-
ments of paragraphs (b) (1) and (2) of
this section.

(2) Vessels, subject to the restrictions
and regulations specified in paragraph
(a)(3) of this section, may fish in the
Massachusetts Bay Closure Area from
December 1 through the last day of
February and from April 1 through
May 31 of each fishing year, provided
that pingers are used in accordance
with the requirements of paragraphs
(b) (1) and (2) of this section.

(3) Vessels, subject to the restrictions
and regulations specified in paragraph
(a)(4) of this section, may fish in the
Cape Cod South Closure Area from De-
cember 1 through the last day of Feb-
ruary and from April 1 through May 31
of each fishing year, provided that
pingers are used in accordance with the
requirements of paragraphs (b) (1) and
(2) of this section.

(4) Vessels, subject to the restrictions
and regulations specified in paragraph
(a)(5) of this section, may fish in the
Offshore Closure Area from November 1
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through May 31 of each fishing year,
with the exception of the Cashes Ledge
Closure Area. From February 1
through the end of February, the area
within the Offshore Closure Area de-
fined as ‘‘Cashes Ledge”’ is closed to all
fishing with sink gillnets. Vessels sub-
ject to the restrictions and regulation
specified in paragraph (a)(5) of this sec-
tion may fish in the Offshore Closure
Area outside the Cashes Ledge Area
from February 1 through the end of
February provided that pingers are
used in accordance with the require-
ments of paragraphs (b) (1) and (2) of
this section.

(e) Other special measures. The Assist-
ant Administrator may revise the re-
quirements of this section through no-
tification published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER if:

(1) After plan implementation, NMFS
determines that pinger operating effec-
tiveness in the commercial fishery is
inadequate to reduce bycatch to the
PBR level with the current plan.

(2) NMFS determines that the bound-
ary or timing of a closed area is inap-
propriate, or that gear modifications
(including pingers) are not reducing by-
catch to below the PBR level.

[63 FR 66487, Dec. 2, 1998; 63 FR 71042, Dec. 23,
1998]

§229.34 Harbor Porpoise Take Reduc-
tion Plan—Mid-Atlantic.

(a)(1) Regulated waters. The regula-
tions in this section apply to all waters
in the Mid-Atlantic bounded on the
east by 72°30" W. longitude and on the
south by the North Carolina/South
Carolina border (33°561” N. latitude), ex-
cept for the areas exempted in para-
graph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) Exempted waters. All waters land-
ward of the first bridge over any
embayment, harbor, or inlet will be ex-
empted. The regulations in this section
do not apply to waters landward of the
following lines:

New York

40°45.70" N 72°45.15" W TO 40°45.72" N 72°45.30" W
(Moriches Bay Inlet)

40°37.32" N 73°18.40" W TO 40°38.00" N 73°18.56" W
(Fire Island Inlet)

40°34.40" N 73°34.55" W TO 40°35.08" N 73°35.22" W
(Jones Inlet)
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