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(C) Are conducted in a manner con-
sistent with provisions applicable to 
public display, unless exceptions are 
specifically authorized by the Office 
Director. 

(vii) Any activity conducted inci-
dental to the authorized scientific re-
search activity must not involve any 
taking of marine mammals beyond 
what is necessary to conduct the re-
search (i.e., educational and commer-
cial photography). 

(2) Any marine mammal or progeny 
held in captive maintenance under an 
enhancement permit shall be returned 
to its natural habitat as soon as fea-
sible, consistent with the terms of the 
enhancement permit and the objectives 
of an approved conservation or recov-
ery plan. In accordance with section 
10(j) of the ESA, the Office Director 
may authorize the release of any popu-
lation of an endangered or threatened 
species outside the current range of 
such species if the Office Director de-
termines that such release will further 
the conservation of such species. 

[61 FR 21938, May 10, 1996] 

§ 216.42 Photography. [Reserved] 

§ 216.43 Public display. [Reserved] 

§ 216.44 Applicability/transition. 

(a) General. The regulations of this 
subpart are applicable to all persons, 
including persons holding permits or 
other authorizing documents issued be-
fore June 10, 1996, by NMFS for the 
take, import, export, or conduct of any 
otherwise prohibited activity involving 
a marine mammal or marine mammal 
part for special exception purposes. 

(b) Scientific research. Any intrusive 
research as defined in § 216.3, initiated 
after June 10, 1996, must be authorized 
under a scientific research permit. In-
trusive research authorized by the Of-
fice Director to be conducted on cap-
tive marine mammals held for public 
display purposes prior to June 10, 1996, 
must be authorized under a scientific 
research permit one year after June 10, 
1996. 

[61 FR 21939, May 10, 1996] 

§ 216.45 General Authorization for 
Level B harassment for scientific 
research. 

(a) General Authorization. (1) Persons 
are authorized under section 
104(c)(3)(C) of the MMPA to take ma-
rine mammals in the wild by Level B 
harassment, as defined in § 216.3, for 
purposes of bona fide scientific re-
search Provided, That: 

(i) They submit a letter of intent in 
accordance with the requirements of 
paragraph (b) of this section, receive 
confirmation that the General Author-
ization applies in accordance with 
paragraph (c) of this section, and com-
ply with the terms and conditions of 
paragraph (d) of this section; or 

(ii) If such marine mammals are list-
ed as endangered or threatened under 
the ESA, they have been issued a per-
mit under Section 10(a)(1)(A) of the 
ESA and implementing regulations at 
50 CFR parts 217–227, particularly at 
§ 222.23 through § 222.28, to take marine 
mammals in the wild for the purpose of 
scientific research, the taking author-
ized under the permit involves such 
Level B harassment of marine mam-
mals or marine mammal stocks, and 
they comply with the terms and condi-
tions of that permit. 

(2) Except as provided under para-
graph (a)(1)(ii) of this section, no tak-
ing, including harassment, of marine 
mammals listed as threatened or en-
dangered under the ESA is authorized 
under the General Authorization. Ma-
rine mammals listed as endangered or 
threatened under the ESA may be 
taken for purposes of scientific re-
search only after issuance of a permit 
for such activities pursuant to the 
ESA. 

(3) The following types of research 
activities will likely qualify for inclu-
sion under the General Authorization: 
Photo-identification studies, behav-
ioral observations, and vessel and aer-
ial population surveys (except aerial 
surveys over pinniped rookeries at alti-
tudes of less than 1,000 ft). 

(b) Letter of intent. Except as provided 
under paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this sec-
tion, any person intending to take ma-
rine mammals in the wild by Level B 
harassment for purposes of bona fide 
scientific research under the General 
Authorization must submit, at least 60 
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days before commencement of such re-
search, a letter of intent by certified 
return/receipt mail to the Chief, Per-
mits Division, F/PR1, Office of Pro-
tected Resources, NMFS, 1335 East- 
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910–3226. 

(1) The letter of intent must be sub-
mitted by the principal investigator 
(who shall be deemed the applicant). 
For purposes of this section, the prin-
cipal investigator is the individual who 
is responsible for the overall research 
project, or the institution, govern-
mental entity, or corporation respon-
sible for supervision of the principal in-
vestigator. 

(2) The letter of intent must include 
the following information: 

(i) The name, address, telephone 
number, qualifications and experience 
of the applicant and any co-investi-
gator(s) to be conducting the proposed 
research, and a curriculum vitae for 
each, including a list of publications by 
each such investigator relevant to the 
objectives, methodology, or other as-
pects of the proposed research; 

(ii) The species or stocks of marine 
mammals (common and scientific 
names) that are the subject of the sci-
entific research and any other species 
or stock of marine mammals that may 
be harassed during the conduct of the 
research; 

(iii) The geographic location(s) in 
which the research is to be conducted, 
e.g., geographic name or lat./long.; 

(iv) The period(s) of time over which 
the research will be conducted (up to 
five years), including the field sea-
son(s) for the research, if applicable; 

(v) The purpose of the research, in-
cluding a description of how the pro-
posed research qualifies as bona fide re-
search as defined in § 216.3; and 

(vi) The methods to be used to con-
duct the research. 

(3) The letter of intent must be 
signed, dated, and certified by the ap-
plicant as follows: 

In accordance with section 104(c)(3)(C) of 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and imple-
menting regulations (50 CFR part 216), I 
hereby notify the National Marine Fisheries 
Service of my intent to conduct research in-
volving only Level B harassment on marine 
mammals in the wild, and request confirma-
tion that the General Authorization for 

Level B Harassment for Scientific Research 
applies to the proposed research as described 
herein. I certify that the information in this 
letter of intent is complete, true, and correct 
to the best of my knowledge and belief, and 
I understand that any false statement may 
subject me to the criminal penalties of 18 
U.S.C. 1001, or penalties under the MMPA 
and implementing regulations. I acknowl-
edge and accept that authority to conduct 
scientific research on marine mammals in 
the wild under the General Authorization is 
a limited conditional authority restricted to 
Level B harassment only, and that any other 
take of marine mammals, including the con-
duct of any activity that has the potential to 
injure marine mammals (i.e., Level A harass-
ment), may subject me to penalties under 
the MMPA and implementing regulations. 

(c) Confirmation that the General Au-
thorization applies or notification of per-
mit requirement. (1) Not later than 30 
days after receipt of a letter of intent 
as described in paragraph (b) of this 
section, the Chief, Permits Division, 
NMFS will issue a letter to the appli-
cant either: 

(i) Confirming that the General Au-
thorization applies to the proposed sci-
entific research as described in the let-
ter of intent; 

(ii) Notifying the applicant that all 
or part of the research described in the 
letter of intent is likely to result in a 
taking of a marine mammal in the wild 
involving other than Level B harass-
ment and, as a result, cannot be con-
ducted under the General Authoriza-
tion, and that a scientific research per-
mit is required to conduct all or part of 
the subject research; or 

(iii) Notifying the applicant that the 
letter of intent fails to provide suffi-
cient information and providing a de-
scription of the deficiencies, or noti-
fying the applicant that the proposed 
research as described in the letter of 
intent is not bona fide research as de-
fined in § 216.3. 

(2) A copy of each letter of intent and 
letter confirming that the General Au-
thorization applies or notifying the ap-
plicant that it does not apply will be 
forwarded to the Marine Mammal Com-
mission. 

(3) Periodically, NMFS will publish a 
summary document in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER notifying the public of let-
ters of confirmation issued. 
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(d) Terms and conditions. Persons 
issued letters of confirmation in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion are responsible for complying with 
the following terms and conditions: 

(1) Activities are limited to those 
conducted for the purposes, by the 
means, in the locations, and during the 
periods of time described in the letter 
of intent and acknowledged as author-
ized under the General Authorization 
in the confirmation letter sent pursu-
ant to paragraph (c) of this section; 

(2) Annual reports of activities con-
ducted under the General Authoriza-
tion must be submitted to the Chief, 
Permits Division (address listed in 
paragraph (b) of this section) within 90 
days of completion of the last field sea-
son(s) during the calendar year or, if 
the research is not conducted during a 
defined field season, no later than 90 
days after the anniversary date of the 
letter of confirmation issued under 
paragraph (c) of this section. Annual 
reports must include: 

(i) A summary of research activities 
conducted; 

(ii) Identification of the species and 
number of each species taken by Level 
B harassment; 

(iii) An evaluation of the progress 
made in meeting the objectives of the 
research as described in the letter of 
intent; and 

(iv) Any incidental scientific, edu-
cational, or commercial uses of photo-
graphs, videotape, and film obtained as 
a result of or incidental to the research 
and if so, names of all photographers. 

(3) Authorization to conduct research 
under the General Authorization is for 
the period(s) of time identified in the 
letter of intent or for a period of 5 
years from the date of the letter of 
confirmation issued under paragraph 
(c) of this section, whichever is less, 
unless extended by the Director or 
modified, suspended, or revoked in ac-
cordance with paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion; 

(4) Activities conducted under the 
General Authorization may only be 
conducted under the on-site super-
vision of the principal investigator or 
co-investigator(s) named in the letter 
of intent. All personnel involved in the 
conduct of activities under the General 
Authorization must perform a function 

directly supportive of and necessary for 
the research being conducted, or be one 
of a reasonable number of support per-
sonnel included for the purpose of 
training or as back-up personnel; 

(5) The principal investigator must 
notify the appropriate Regional Direc-
tor, NMFS, (Regional Director) in writ-
ing at least 2 weeks before initiation of 
on-site activities. The Regional Direc-
tor shall consider this information in 
efforts to coordinate field research ac-
tivities to minimize adverse impacts 
on marine mammals in the wild. The 
principal investigator must cooperate 
with coordination efforts by the Re-
gional Director in this regard; 

(6) If research activities result in a 
taking which exceeds Level B harass-
ment, the applicant shall: 

(i) Report the taking within 12 hours 
to the Director, Office of Protected Re-
sources, or his designee as set forth in 
the letter authorizing research; and 

(ii) Temporarily discontinue for 72 
hours all field research activities that 
resulted in the taking. During this 
time period, the applicant shall consult 
with NMFS as to the circumstances 
surrounding the taking and any pre-
cautions necessary to prevent future 
taking, and may agree to amend the re-
search protocol, as deemed necessary 
by NMFS. 

(7) NMFS may review scientific re-
search conducted pursuant to the Gen-
eral Authorization. If requested by 
NMFS, the applicant must cooperate 
with any such review and shall: 

(i) Allow any employee of NOAA or 
any other person designated by the Di-
rector, Office of Protected Resources to 
observe research activities; and 

(ii) Provide any documents or other 
information relating to the scientific 
research; 

(8) Any photographs, videotape, or 
film obtained during the conduct of re-
search under the General Authoriza-
tion must be identified by a statement 
that refers to the General Authoriza-
tion or ESA permit number, and in-
cludes the file number provided by 
NMFS in the confirmation letter, the 
name of the photographer, and the date 
the image was taken. This statement 
must accompany the image(s) in all 
subsequent uses or sales. The annual 
report must note incidental scientific, 
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educational, or commercial uses of the 
images, and if there are any such uses, 
the names of all photographers; and 

(9) Persons conducting scientific re-
search under authority of the General 
Authorization may not transfer or as-
sign any authority granted thereunder 
to any other person. 

(e) Suspension, revocation, or modifica-
tion. (1) NMFS may suspend, revoke, or 
modify the authority to conduct sci-
entific research under the General Au-
thorization if: 

(i) The letter of intent included false 
information or statements of a mate-
rial nature; 

(ii) The research does not constitute 
bona fide scientific research; 

(iii) Research activities result in 
takings of marine mammals other than 
by Level B harassment; 

(iv) Research activities differ from 
those described in the letter of intent 
submitted by the applicant and letter 
of confirmation issued by NMFS; or 

(v) The applicant violates any term 
or condition set forth in this section. 

(2) Any suspension, revocation, or 
modification is subject to the require-
ments of 15 CFR part 904. 

[59 FR 50376, Oct. 3, 1994] 

§ 216.46 U.S. citizens on foreign flag 
vessels operating under the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Pro-
gram. 

The MMPA’s provisions do not apply 
to a citizen of the United States who 
incidentally takes any marine mam-
mal during fishing operations in the 
ETP which are outside the U.S. exclu-
sive economic zone (as defined in sec-
tion 3 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1802)), while employed on a 
fishing vessel of a harvesting nation 
that is participating in, and in compli-
ance with, the IDCP. 

[65 FR 56, Jan. 3, 2000] 

§ 216.47 Access to marine mammal tis-
sue, analyses, and data. 

(a) Applications for the National Ma-
rine Mammal Tissue Bank samples 
(NMMTB). (1) A principal investigator, 
contributor or holder of a scientific re-
search permit issued in accordance 
with the provisions of this subpart may 
apply for access to a tissue specimen 

sample in the NMMTB. Applicants for 
tissue specimen samples from the 
NMMTB must submit a signed written 
request with attached study plan to 
the Marine Mammal Health and 
Stranding Response Program 
(MMHSRP) Program Manager, Office of 
Protected Resources, NMFS. The writ-
ten request must include: 

(i) A clear and concise statement of 
the proposed use of the banked tissue 
specimen. The applicant must dem-
onstrate that the proposed use of the 
banked tissue is consistent with the 
goals of the NMMTB and the 
MMHSRP. 

(A) The goals of the MMHSRP are to 
facilitate the collection and dissemina-
tion of reference data on marine mam-
mals and health trends of marine mam-
mal populations in the wild; to cor-
relate the health of marine mammals 
and marine mammal populations in the 
wild with available data on physical, 
chemical, and biological environmental 
parameters; and to coordinate effective 
responses to unusual mortality events. 

(B) The goal of the NMMTB is to 
maintain quality controlled marine 
mammal tissues that will permit retro-
spective analyses to determine envi-
ronmental trends of contaminants and 
other analytes of interest and that will 
provide the highest quality samples for 
analyses using new and innovative 
techniques. 

(ii) A copy of the applicant’s sci-
entific research permit. The applicant 
must demonstrate that the proposed 
use of the banked tissue is authorized 
by the permit; 

(iii) Name of principal investigator, 
official title, and affiliated research or 
academic organization; 

(iv) Specific tissue sample and quan-
tity desired; 

(v) Research facility where analyses 
will be conducted. The applicant must 
demonstrate that the research facility 
will follow the Analytical Quality As-
surance (AQA) program, which was de-
signed to ensure the accuracy, preci-
sion, level of detection, and inter-
compatibility of data resulting from 
chemical analyses of marine mammal 
tissues. The AQA consists of annual 
interlaboratory comparisons and the 
development of control materials and 
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