
Mary C. Berninger
156 Saint Andrew Road

East Boston , Massachusetts 02128
617-569-3643

July 28, 2006

John Silva
Federal Aviation Administration
12 New England Executive Park
Burlington, Massachusetts 01803

Re: ROD pertaining to Proposed Centerfield Taxiway at Logan Airport

Dear Mr. Silva,

In keeping with my previous statements regarding the proposed centerfield taxiway at
Logan International Airport, I would like to submit this letter of objection to the project's being
built. Also, I would like to use this letter as a vehicle to request that you extend the public
comment period to a date later this Fall, thereby affording more individuals the opportunity to
submit written testimony regarding the negative impacts further development of rampside
projects would have on the communities most contiguous to Logan's boundaries . A two mile
addition to Logan's infrastructure is too great of a safety issue to my neighborhood not to be
given the utmost scrutiny by all interested parties .

My reasons for objecting to this project have been many and, after reading the report
prepared by Harris Miller Miller & Hanson Inc . (HMMH,) those reasons still stand the test of
time. The FAA held too few meetings with representatives from East Boston and Winthrop to
answer adequately the concerns that residents have about further development at Logan Airport .
Those concerns focus on public safety and public health issues and those same concerns have
been met with what amounts to a cursory examination of future impacts to our neighborhoods . A
more comprehensive public process must occur before a final decision is rendered.

The HMMH report (May, 2006) continually asserts that flights delays were a major
concern to the FAA and to Massport . Why is it that neighborhood concerns always are made to
take a backseat to the expediency of the traveling public? It's my opinion that the safety of the
neighbors (regarding air quality, particulate matter, and noise impacts) should begin to take an
equal footing with the on-time status of flights .

The report in question also raised the possibility of pilots' becoming "confused" if limits
were placed on the use of November taxiway . I think the technical expertise and intelligence of
most pilots would dictate their being able to adjust to taxiway restrictions . The FAA may have a
lofty goal of achieving uniformity of airport operations around the country, but each and every
airport presents different geographical complications, e .g., Logan's being so close to East Boston
and to Winthrop . In the interest of the safety and health of Logan's neighbors, I respectfully
suggest that pilots be directed to adhere to each airport's operational requirements, which need to
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be designed with true recognition of the concerns of neighboring communities . The FAA and 
Massport should be mandated to teach the pilots and the air traffic controllers the uniqueness of 
this situation and not ask the neighbors, once again, to absorb more impacts due to the refusal of 
the agencies to adjust to the close proximity of communities . 

Additionally, property owners in East Boston and in Winthrop have just cause to be 
concerned about what further development at Logan Airport will do to real estate values in our 
communities . The centerfield taxiway, if built, will be so close to the Bayswater Street 
neighborhood of East Boston (where I reside) and to the Court Road section of Winthrop that the 
quality of life will be diminished further by airport impacts. The cumulative effects of more 
capacity at Logan Airport will continue to erode the value placed on homes and businesses in our 
neighborhoods, and I sincerely believe that the centerfield taxiway project is being driven by a 
need for Logan and the FAA to plan for future capacity concerns of the airport . Please do not ask 
East Boston and Winthrop to sacrifice more so that increased capacity becomes a reality for the 
airport . 

Finally, and most importantly, the incidences of asthma cases in East Boston and in 
Winthrop have received much media attention in recent years . As the mother of two children who 
are asthmatics, I blame the health woes of children and adults who suffer from the disease on 
government entities with oversight responsibility of the aviation industry . Pressure needs to be 
exerted upon the aviation industry to police itself and to mandate that cleaner air standards be 
adopted by that same industry . The HMMH report (page 16) claims that the emissions on 
Taxiway November are a "small percentage of the overall total at the airport ." Residents of the 
northern end of the airport are right to assert that even a small amount of emissions is doing harm 
to the health of individuals in the area . Building the centerfield taxiway will only create another 
environment where the physical suffering by asthmatics will increase exponentially over time . I 
urge the FAA to reject this proposal . 

Sincerely, 

Mary C . Berninger 

cc: Senator Edward Kennedy 
Senator John Kerry 
Congressman Michael Capuano 
State Senator Robert Travaglini 
State Representative Anthony Petruccelli 
Mayor Thomas Menino 
Boston City Councilor Salvatore LaMattina 
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August 14, 2006

Mr. John Silva
C/O Federal Aviation Administration
New England Region
12 New England Executive Park
Burlington, Ma. 01803

Re: Centerfield Taxiway

I am writing to you as a concerned resident of the Town of Winthrop . I am frightened of what
may happen to my family, my neighbors and me, if the FAA builds the Centerfield Taxiway in Logan
International Airport .

For many years we have suffered from the noise and increased air pollution caused by Logan
Airport operations . Now, we are faced with significantly more pollution with the planned construction
of the Centerf eld Taxiway .

Your own study states that nothing can be done to prevent more suffering to the residents of
our Town of Winthrop . This finding or conclusion is unacceptable . Your own study has refused to
accept any of our 16 proposals from our Town Representative to your Committee . The failure of your
study to satisfactorily address our concerns has left me with the impression that the F .A.A. is more
concerned with the comfort and convenience of the airlines and the Logan Tower Air Traffic
Controller than with the 18, 000 human lives of the residents of Winthrop. Moreover, we all know this
increased air pollution will impact other coastal marine communities and will blow into the
greater Boston area neighborhoods .

If you have any feeling for our quality of life, the F .A.A. must not build the Centerfield
Taxiway, or, at the very least, must postpone the design and construction of the Centerfield Taxiway
indefinitely until the F .A.A completes a thorough study which includes practical recommendations on
how to relieve the pollution from the runway. Failure to do so will be an act of cruel and abusive
treatment to me and my friends and neighbors in the Town of Winthrop .

The current FAA deadline of Monday , August 21 , 2006 is quickly approaching and we are
asking for your immediate attention to a matter that adversely affects the health and quality of life of
Massachusetts residents for generations .

Respectfully subm e

CC : Senator Edward Kennedy
Lt. Governor Kerry Healy
Massachusetts . Senator Robert E. Travaglini
Massachusetts Speaker of the House , Salvatore Di Masi
Senator John F. Kerry
Congressman Edward J . Markey
Congressman Michael Capauano
Massachusetts Chairman of House Ways and Means Committee , Robert A. De Leo
Ms. La Verne F . Reid, Manager, Airport Division, F.A.A .
Mr. Thomas Kinton, Executive Director , Massport
Governor Mitt Romney
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August 25, 2006

Mr. John Silva
C/O Federal Aviation Administration
New England Region
12 New England Executive Park
Burlington, Ma. 01803

Re: Centerfield Taxiway

I am writing to you as a concerned resident of the Town of Winthrop . I am frightened of what
may happen to my family, my neighbors and me, if the FAA builds the Centerfield Taxiway in Logan
International Airport .

For many years we have suffered from the noise and increased air pollution caused by Logan
Airport operations . Now, we are faced with significantly more pollution with the planned construction
of the Centerfield Taxiway .

Your own study states that nothing can be done to prevent more suffering to the residents of
our Town of Winthrop . This finding or conclusion is unacceptable . Your own study has refused to
accept any of our 16 proposals from our Town to your Committee. The failure of your study to
satisfactorily address our concerns has left me with the impression that the F .A .A. is more concerned
with the comfort and convenience of the airlines and the Logan Tower Air Traffic Controller than with
the 18, 000 human lives of the residents of Winthrop . Moreover, we all know this increased air
pollution will impact other coastal marine communities and will blow into the greater Boston area
neighborhoods .

If you have any feeling for our quality of life, the F .A.A . must not build the Centerfield
Taxiway, or, at the very least, must postpone the design and construction of the Centerfield Taxiway
indefinitely until the F .A.A completes a thorough study which includes practical recommendations on
how to relieve the pollution from the runway . Failure to do so will be an act of cruel and abusive
treatment to me and my friends and neighbors in the Town of Winthrop .

The current FAA deadline of September 22°d is quickly approaching and we are asking
for your immediate attention to a matter that adversely affects the health and quality of life of
Massachusetts residents for generations .

Respectfully submitted,

CC : Senator Edward Kennedy
Lt. Governor Kerry Healy
Massachusetts . Senator Robert E . Travaglini
Massachusetts Speaker of the House , Salvatore Di Masi
Senator John F. Kerry
Congressman Edward J . Markey
Congressman Michael Capauano
Massachusetts Chairman of House Ways and Means Committee , Robert A. De Leo
Ms. La Verne F . Reid , Manager, Airport Division, F.A .A .
Mr. Thomas Kinton , Executive Director, Massport
Governor Mitt Romney
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