Environmental Protection Agency

from oil discharges to the full extent of
liability under the law; and

(5) Provides funds to initiate natural
resource damage assessments.

§300.150 Worker health and safety.

(a) Response actions under the NCP
will comply with the provisions for re-
sponse action worker safety and health
in 29 CFR 1910.120. The NRS meets the
requirements of 29 CFR 1910.120 con-
cerning use of an incident command
system.

(b) In a response action taken by a
responsible party, the responsible
party must assure that an occupational
safety and health program consistent
with 29 CFR 1910.120 is made available
for the protection of workers at the re-
sponse site.

(c) In a response taken under the
NCP by a lead agency, an occupational
safety and health program should be
made available for the protection of
workers at the response site, con-
sistent with, and to the extent required
by, 29 CFR 1910.120. Contracts relating
to a response action under the NCP
should contain assurances that the
contractor at the response site will
comply with this program and with
any applicable provisions of the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970
(29 U.S.C. 651 et seq.) (OSH Act) and
state laws with plans approved under
section 18 of the OSH Act.

(d) When a state, or political subdivi-
sion of a state, without an OSHA-ap-
proved state plan is the lead agency for
response, the state or political subdivi-
sion must comply with standards in 40
CFR part 311, promulgated by EPA pur-
suant to section 126(f) of SARA.

(e) Requirements, standards, and reg-
ulations of the OSH Act and of state
OSH laws not directly referenced in
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion, must be complied with where ap-
plicable. Federal OSH Act require-
ments include, among other things,
Construction Standards (29 CFR part
1926), General Industry Standards (29
CFR part 1910), and the general duty
requirement of section 5(a)(1) of the
OSH Act (29 U.S.C. 654(a)(1)). No action
by the lead agency with respect to re-
sponse activities under the NCP con-
stitutes an exercise of statutory au-
thority within the meaning of section
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4(b)(1) of the OSH Act. All govern-
mental agencies and private employers
are directly responsible for the health
and safety of their own employees.

§300.155 Public information and com-
munity relations.

(a) When an incident occurs, it is im-
perative to give the public prompt, ac-
curate information on the nature of
the incident and the actions underway
to mitigate the damage. OSCs/RPMs
and community relations personnel
should ensure that all appropriate pub-
lic and private interests are kept in-
formed and that their concerns are
considered throughout a response.
They should coordinate with available
public affairs/community relations re-
sources to carry out this responsibility
by establishing, as appropriate, a Joint
Information Center bringing together
resources from federal and state agen-
cies and the responsible party.

(b) An on-scene news office may be
established to coordinate media rela-
tions and to issue official federal infor-
mation on an incident. Whenever pos-
sible, it will be headed by a representa-
tive of the lead agency. The OSC/RPM
determines the location of the on-scene
news office, but every effort should be
made to locate it near the scene of the
incident. If a participating agency be-
lieves public interest warrants the
issuance of statements and an on-scene
news office has not been established,
the affected agency should recommend
its establishment. All federal news re-
leases or statements by participating
agencies should be cleared through the
OSC/RPM. Information dissemination
relating to natural resource damage as-
sessment activities shall be coordi-
nated through the lead administrative
trustee. The designated lead adminis-
trative trustee may assist the OSC/
RPM by disseminating information on
issues relating to damage assessment
activities. Following termination of re-
moval activity, information dissemina-
tion on damage assessment activities
shall be through the lead administra-
tive trustee.

(c) The community relations require-
ments specified in §§300.415, 300.430, and
300.435 apply to removal, remedial, and
enforcement actions and are intended



