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promptly notified of discharges or re-
leases.

(2) The OSC or RPM shall coordinate
all response activities with the affected
natural resource trustees and, for dis-
charges of oil, the OSC shall consult
with the affected trustees on the appro-
priate removal action to be taken.

(k) Where the OSC/RPM becomes
aware that a discharge or release may
affect any endangered or threatened
species or their habitat, the OSC/RPM
shall consult with the Department of
Interior (DOI), or the Department of
Commerce (DOC) (NOAA) and, if appro-
priate, the cognizant federal land man-
aging agency.

(1) The OSC/RPM is responsible for
addressing worker health and safety
concerns at a response scene, in accord-
ance with §300.150.

(m) The OSC shall submit pollution
reports to the RRT and other appro-
priate agencies as significant develop-
ments occur during response actions,
through communications networks or
procedures agreed to by the RRT and
covered in the RCP.

(n) OSCs/RPMs should ensure that all
appropriate public and private inter-
ests are kept informed and that their
concerns are considered throughout a
response, to the extent practicable,
consistent with the requirements of
§300.155 of this part.

§300.140 Multi-regional responses.

(a) If a discharge or release moves
from the area covered by one ACP or
RCP into another area, the authority
for response actions should likewise
shift. If a discharge or release affects
areas covered by two or more ACPs or
RCPs, the response mechanisms of each
applicable plan may be activated. In
this case, response actions of all re-
gions concerned shall be fully coordi-
nated as detailed in the RCPs and
ACPs.

(b) There shall be only one OSC and/
or RPM at any time during the course
of a response operation. Should a dis-
charge or release affect two or more
areas, EPA, the USCG, DOD, DOE, or
other lead agency, as appropriate, shall
give prime consideration to the area
vulnerable to the greatest threat, in
determining which agency should pro-
vide the OSC and/or RPM. The RRT
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shall designate the OSC and/or RPM if
the RRT member agencies who have re-
sponse authority within the affected
areas are unable to agree on the des-
ignation. The NRT shall designate the
OSC and/or RPM if members of one
RRT or two adjacent RRTSs are unable
to agree on the designation.

(c) Where the USCG has initially pro-
vided the OSC for response to a release
from hazardous waste management fa-
cilities located in the coastal zone, re-
sponsibility for response action shall
shift to EPA or another federal agency,
as appropriate.

§300.145 Special teams and other as-
sistance available to OSCs/RPMs.

(a) The NSF is a special team estab-
lished by the USCG, including the
three USCG Strike Teams, the Public
Information Assist Team (PIAT), and
the NSFCC. The NSF is available to as-
sist OSCs/RPMs in their preparedness
and response duties.

(1) The three Strike Teams (Atlantic,
Gulf, and Pacific) provide trained per-
sonnel and specialized equipment to as-
sist the OSC in training for spill re-
sponse, stabilizing and containing the
spill, and in monitoring or directing
the response actions of the responsible
parties and/or contractors. The OSC
has a specific team designated for ini-
tial contact and may contact that
team directly for any assistance.

(2) The NSFCC can provide the fol-
lowing support to the OSC:

(i) Technical assistance, equipment
and other resources to augment the
OSC staff during spill response.

(ii) Assistance in coordinating the
use of private and public resources in
support of the OSC during a response
to or a threat of a worst case discharge
of oil.

(iii) Review of the area contingency
plan, including an evaluation of equip-
ment readiness and coordination
among responsible public agencies and
private organizations.

(iv) Assistance in locating spill re-
sponse resources for both response and
planning, using the NSFCC’s national
and international computerized inven-
tory of spill response resources.

(v) Coordination and evaluation of
pollution response exercises.
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(vi) Inspection of district
prepositioned pollution response equip-
ment.

(3) PIAT is an element of the NSFCC
staff which is available to assist OSCs
to meet the demands for public infor-
mation during a response or exercise.
Its use is encouraged any time the OSC
requires outside public affairs support.
Requests for PIAT assistance may be
made through the NSFCC or NRC.

(b)(1) The Environmental Response
Team (ERT) is established by EPA in
accordance with its disaster and emer-
gency responsibilities. The ERT has ex-
pertise in treatment technology, biol-
ogy, chemistry, hydrology, geology,
and engineering.

(2) The ERT can provide access to
special decontamination equipment for
chemical releases and advice to the
OSC/RPM in hazard evaluation; risk as-
sessment; multimedia sampling and
analysis program; on-site safety, in-
cluding development and implementa-
tion plans; cleanup techniques and pri-
orities; water supply decontamination
and protection; application of
dispersants; environmental assessment;
degree of cleanup required; and dis-
posal of contaminated material.

(3) The ERT also provides both intro-
ductory and intermediate level train-
ing courses to prepare response per-
sonnel.

(4) OSC/RPM or RRT requests for
ERT support should be made to the
EPA representative on the RRT; EPA
Headquarters, Director, Emergency Re-
sponse Division; or the appropriate
EPA regional emergency coordinator.

(c) Scientific Support Coordinators
(SSCs) may be designated by the OSC
(and RPM in the case of EPA SSCs) as
the principal advisors for scientific
issues, communication with the sci-
entific community, and coordination of
requests for assistance from state and
federal agencies regarding scientific
studies. The SSC strives for a con-
sensus on scientific issues affecting the
response, but ensures that differing
opinions within the community are
communicated to the OSC/RPM.

(1) Generally, SSCs are provided by
NOAA in the coastal zones, and by EPA
in the inland zone. OSC/RPM requests
for SSC support can be made directly
to the SSC assigned to the area or to
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the agency member of the RRT. NOAA
SSCs can also be requested through
NOAA’s SSC program office in Seattle,
WA. NOAA SSCs are assigned to USCG
Districts and are supported by a sci-
entific support team that includes ex-
pertise in environmental chemistry, oil
slick tracking, pollutant transport
modeling, natural resources at risk, en-
vironmental tradeoffs of counter-
measures and cleanup, and information
management.

(2) During a response, the SSC serves
on the federal OSC’s/RPM’s staff and
may, at the request of the OSC/RPM,
lead the scientific team and be respon-
sible for providing scientific support
for operational decisions and for co-
ordinating on-scene scientific activity.
Depending on the nature and location
of the incident, the SSC integrates ex-
pertise from governmental agencies,
universities, community representa-
tives, and industry to assist the OSC/
RPM in evaluating the hazards and po-
tential effects of releases and in devel-
oping response strategies.

(3) At the request of the OSC, the
SSC may facilitate the OSC’s work
with the lead administrative trustee
for natural resources to ensure coordi-
nation between damage assessment
data collection efforts and data col-
lected in support of response oper-
ations.

(4) SSCs support the Regional Re-
sponse Teams and the Area Commit-
tees in preparing regional and area
contingency plans and in conducting
spill training and exercises. For area
plans, the SSC provides leadership for
the synthesis and integration of envi-
ronmental information required for
spill response decisions in support of
the OSC.

(d)(1) SUPSALYV has an extensive sal-
vage/search and recovery equipment in-
ventory with the requisite knowledge
and expertise to support these oper-
ations, including specialized salvage,
firefighting, and petroleum, oil and lu-
bricants offloading capability.

(2) When possible, SUPSALV will
provide equipment for training exer-
cises in support of national and re-
gional contingency planning objec-
tives.

(3) The OSC/RPM may request assist-
ance directly from SUPSALYV. Formal
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requests are routed through the Chief
of Naval Operations (N312).

(e) For marine salvage operations,
OSCs/RPMs with responsibility for
monitoring, evaluating, or supervising
these activities should request tech-
nical assistance from DOD, the Strike
Teams, or commercial salvors as nec-
essary to ensure that proper actions
are taken. Marine salvage operations
generally fall into five categories:
afloat salvage; offshore salvage; river
and harbor clearance; cargo salvage;
and rescue towing. Each category re-
quires different knowledge and special-
ized types of equipment. The com-
plexity of such operations may be fur-
ther compounded by local environ-
mental and geographic conditions. The
nature of marine salvage and the con-
ditions under which it occurs combine
to make such operations imprecise, dif-
ficult, hazardous, and expensive. Thus,
responsible parties or other persons at-
tempting to perform such operations
without adequate knowledge, equip-
ment, and experience could aggravate,
rather than relieve, the situation.

(f) Radiological Emergency Response
Teams (RERTs) have been established
by EPA’s Office of Radiation Programs
(ORP) to provide response and support
for incidents or sites containing radio-
logical hazards. Expertise is available
in radiation monitoring, radionuclide
analysis, radiation health physics, and
risk assessment. RERTs can provide
on-site support including mobile moni-
toring laboratories for field analyses of
samples and fixed laboratories for
radiochemical sampling and analyses.
Requests for support may be made 24
hours a day via the NRC or directly to
the EPA Radiological Response Coordi-
nator in the Office of Radiation Pro-
grams. Assistance is also available
from DOE and other federal agencies.

(g)(1) DRGs assist the OSC by pro-
viding technical assistance, personnel,
and equipment, including pre-posi-
tioned equipment. Each DRG consists
of all Coast Guard personnel and equip-
ment, including marine firefighting
equipment, in its district, additional
pre-positioned equipment, and a Dis-
trict Response Advisory Team (DRAT)
that is available to provide support to
the OSC in the event that a spill ex-
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ceeds local response capabilities. Each
DRG:

(i) Shall provide technical assistance,
equipment, and other resources, as
available, when requested by an OSC
through the USCG representative to
the RRT;

(ii) Shall ensure maintenance of all
USCG response equipment within its
district;

(iii) May provide technical assistance
in the preparation of the ACP; and

(iv) Shall review each of those plans
that affect its area of geographic re-
sponsibility.

(2) In deciding where to locate per-
sonnel and pre-positioned equipment,
the USCG shall give priority emphasis
to:

(i) The availability of facilities for
loading and unloading heavy or bulky
equipment by barge;

(ii) The proximity to an airport capa-
ble of supporting large military trans-
port aircraft;

(iii) The flight time to provide re-
sponse to oil spills in all areas of the
Coast Guard district with the potential
for marine casualties;

(iv) The availability of trained local
personnel capable of responding in an
oil spill emergency; and

(v) Areas where large quantities of
petroleum products are transported.

(h) The NPFC is responsible for im-
plementing those portions of Title I of
the OPA that have been delegated to
the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating.
The NPFC is responsible for addressing
funding issues arising from discharges
and threats of discharges of oil. The
NPFC:

(1) Issues Certificates of Financial
Responsibility to owners and operators
of vessels to pay for costs and damages
that are incurred by their vessels as a
result of oil discharges;

(2) Provides funding for various re-
sponse organizations for timely abate-
ment and removal actions related to
oil discharges;

(3) Provides equitable compensation
to claimants who sustain costs and
damages from oil discharges when the
responsible party fails to do so;

(4) Recovers monies from persons lia-
ble for costs and damages resulting
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from oil discharges to the full extent of
liability under the law; and

(5) Provides funds to initiate natural
resource damage assessments.

§300.150 Worker health and safety.

(a) Response actions under the NCP
will comply with the provisions for re-
sponse action worker safety and health
in 29 CFR 1910.120. The NRS meets the
requirements of 29 CFR 1910.120 con-
cerning use of an incident command
system.

(b) In a response action taken by a
responsible party, the responsible
party must assure that an occupational
safety and health program consistent
with 29 CFR 1910.120 is made available
for the protection of workers at the re-
sponse site.

(c) In a response taken under the
NCP by a lead agency, an occupational
safety and health program should be
made available for the protection of
workers at the response site, con-
sistent with, and to the extent required
by, 29 CFR 1910.120. Contracts relating
to a response action under the NCP
should contain assurances that the
contractor at the response site will
comply with this program and with
any applicable provisions of the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970
(29 U.S.C. 651 et seq.) (OSH Act) and
state laws with plans approved under
section 18 of the OSH Act.

(d) When a state, or political subdivi-
sion of a state, without an OSHA-ap-
proved state plan is the lead agency for
response, the state or political subdivi-
sion must comply with standards in 40
CFR part 311, promulgated by EPA pur-
suant to section 126(f) of SARA.

(e) Requirements, standards, and reg-
ulations of the OSH Act and of state
OSH laws not directly referenced in
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion, must be complied with where ap-
plicable. Federal OSH Act require-
ments include, among other things,
Construction Standards (29 CFR part
1926), General Industry Standards (29
CFR part 1910), and the general duty
requirement of section 5(a)(1) of the
OSH Act (29 U.S.C. 654(a)(1)). No action
by the lead agency with respect to re-
sponse activities under the NCP con-
stitutes an exercise of statutory au-
thority within the meaning of section

37

§300.155

4(b)(1) of the OSH Act. All govern-
mental agencies and private employers
are directly responsible for the health
and safety of their own employees.

§300.155 Public information and com-
munity relations.

(a) When an incident occurs, it is im-
perative to give the public prompt, ac-
curate information on the nature of
the incident and the actions underway
to mitigate the damage. OSCs/RPMs
and community relations personnel
should ensure that all appropriate pub-
lic and private interests are kept in-
formed and that their concerns are
considered throughout a response.
They should coordinate with available
public affairs/community relations re-
sources to carry out this responsibility
by establishing, as appropriate, a Joint
Information Center bringing together
resources from federal and state agen-
cies and the responsible party.

(b) An on-scene news office may be
established to coordinate media rela-
tions and to issue official federal infor-
mation on an incident. Whenever pos-
sible, it will be headed by a representa-
tive of the lead agency. The OSC/RPM
determines the location of the on-scene
news office, but every effort should be
made to locate it near the scene of the
incident. If a participating agency be-
lieves public interest warrants the
issuance of statements and an on-scene
news office has not been established,
the affected agency should recommend
its establishment. All federal news re-
leases or statements by participating
agencies should be cleared through the
OSC/RPM. Information dissemination
relating to natural resource damage as-
sessment activities shall be coordi-
nated through the lead administrative
trustee. The designated lead adminis-
trative trustee may assist the OSC/
RPM by disseminating information on
issues relating to damage assessment
activities. Following termination of re-
moval activity, information dissemina-
tion on damage assessment activities
shall be through the lead administra-
tive trustee.

(c) The community relations require-
ments specified in §§300.415, 300.430, and
300.435 apply to removal, remedial, and
enforcement actions and are intended



