OmniStats

Seven Million Americans Change
Holiday Travel Plans Because of

September 11 Tragedies

In both the November Holiday Travel: 2000 and 2001

and December Omnibus

Household Survey, the Mi"iggls”(t);
Bureau of Transportation

Statistics asked_ Ameri- Traveled during the 2000 December holidays 66.3
cans about their Decem-

ber holiday travel plans. Planned to travel for the 2001 December holidays 46.8
BTS found that fewer prior to September 11

Americans plan to travel . .

during the 2001 Decem- Still plan to travel for the 2001 December holidays 39.8

ber holidays than actually
traveled last year. Prior

to September 11, ap- After the September 11
proximately 47 million tragedies, the number of

ad-ults planne_d to travel adults who plan to travel
this year during the De- during the December

cember holidays. This is holidays declined to ap-
fewer than the 62 to 66 proximately 39 million.
million American adults These data are consistent

who travele_d for the De- with AAA, who predict
cember holidays last year. that 57.1 million Ameri-

cans (including children)
will be traveling during
the December holidays.
Both BTS and AAA data
show that air travel is
down approximately 20
percent from last year at
this time.
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less than 50 miles
50 to 199 miles
200 to 599 miles
600 to 1499 miles

1500 or more miles

T T T T T

0 2 4 6 8

Number of travelers (millions)

10

Source: US Department of Transportation, Bureau of Transportation Statistics,

Omnibus Household Survey, December 2001.

More Americans plan to the December holidays
travel farther during the while only 9 million
December holidays than Americans planned to
Thanksgiving. Approxi- travel that far for Thanks-
mately 14.7 million giving. Approximately
Americans plan to travel 7.3 million Americans

600 miles or more during plan to travel 1500 miles

or more during the De-
cember holidays while
fewer than 3 million
Americans planned to
travel that far for Thanks-
giving.



Air Travel More Popular During December Holidays

Mode of Transportation: 2001
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Source: US Department of Transportation, Bureau of Transportation

Statistics, Omnibus Household Survey, November and December 2001.

The number of Americans
planning to fly during the
December holidays is not
quite twice the number
who planned to fly for
Thanksgiving (9.1 million
during the December holi-
days vs. 5.3 million for
Thanksgiving), perhaps
because so many Ameri-
cans plan to travel farther
in December. Con-
versely, fewer Americans
plan to use their personal
vehicles for their Decem-
ber holiday travel.

Among Americans who
before September 11 had
planned to travel for the
December holidays and
still plan to travel, about
1.4 million said they
changed their chosen
mode of transportation as
a result of the events of
September 11. Almost 66
percent (of the 1.4 million)
switched from commercial
air to personal vehicle.
Another 8 percent
switched from train to per-

Among those who changed their mode of transportation....

Personal vehicle
Commercial air
Train

Other

sonal vehicle. However,
almost 7 percent who had
planned to travel by per-

Mode before Mode after
September 11 September 11
6.9% 93.1%
65.5% 6.9%
7.7% —
20.0% =

sonal vehicle switched to
commercial air.

Data presented in this issue of
OmniStats are from the Novem-
ber and December BTS Omni-
bus Household Surveys collected
November 3 through November
11, 2001 and December 1
through December 9, 2001.
Data for the survey were gath-
ered from approximately 1000
randomly selected households.
The data are weighted to allow

inferences about the noninstitu-
tionalized population, aged 18
years or older who are currently
living in the United States. Be-
cause the data come from a
sample, they are subject to both

sampling and nonsampling error.

Sampling error may affect the
reliability of an estimate. Non-
sampling error can affect both
the reliability and accuracy of an
estimate and is more difficult to
measure. The most general

categories of nonsampling error
are coverage error, nonresponse
error, response error, processing
error, and estimation error.

BTS will be conducting a follow-
up survey in December. The
results of that survey will be
available in mid-December. For
additional information about the
survey, please contact Liz
Grossman, liz.grossman@bts.
gov. Press contact: Dave
Smallen, david.smallen@bts.gov.

P
c
=
o
(1)
=
(2}
-+
o
<
o
<
(9]
o
@D
o
=
@

Bureau of
Transportation
Statistics

Phone: 202 366-1270
Fax: 202 366-3640

Email: liz.grossman@bts.gov



