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Digest:

2070 — Changes the name of the chapter from “Biological Diversity” to “Native Plant Materials”
and adds new direction on the use, growth, development, and storage of native plant materials.
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2070.1 - AUTHORITY

Authority to manage National Forest S stem
native plant materials, is derived from
Agriculture (the Secretary) to ad
regulations. Many of these autho
the Chief of the Forest Servi

ing the use of native and non-
ress that authorize the Secretary of
ources and to issue necessary

2. Knutson-Vanderberg Act of June 9, 1930 (16 U.S.C. 576, 576a-576b). Section 3
ecifies that the Secretary may require any purchaser of national forest timber to make deposits
of money in addition to the payments for the timber, to cover the cost to the United States of
planting, sowing with tree seeds, cutting, destroying, or otherwise removing undesirable trees or
other growth, on the national forest land cut over by the purchaser, in order to improve the future
stand of timber, or protecting and improving the future productivity of the renewable resources
of the forest land on such sale area.

3. Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act of 1937 (7 U.S.C. 881010 et seq.). Title 11l
authorizes the Secretary to develop a program of land conservation and land utilization in order
to correct maladjustments in land use. Applies only to national grasslands and land utilization
projects.

4. Anderson-Mansfield Reforestation and Revegetation Joint Resolution Act of October
11,1949 (16 U.S.C. 581 (note), 581j, 581k). Requires the agency to accelerate and provide a
continuing basis for the needed reforestation and revegetation of national forest lands and other
lands under Forest Service administration or control.

5. Granger-Thye Act of 1950 (16 U.S.C. 88580 et seq.). Authorizes the Secretary to use
a portion of grazing fees for range improvement projects on NFS lands. Specific projects
mentioned are artificial revegetation, including the collection or purchase of necessary seed and




eradication of poisonous plants and noxious weeds, in order to protect or improve the future
productivity of the range.

Section 11 of the act authorizes the use of funds for rangeland improvement projects on lands
outside NFS under certain circumstances. (FSM 2204, ex. 01).

6. Sikes Act (Fish and Wildlife Conservation) of September 15, 1960 (16 U.S.C.670g-
670l, 6700). Section 201 directs the Secretary of Agriculture to plan, develop, maintain,
coordinate, and implement programs for the conservation and rehabilitation of wildlife, fISh and

Secretary to, among other things: administer NFS lands for out
watershed, and wildlife and fish purposes; to develop the sur
multiple use and sustained yield of several products and service i these lands,
without impairment of the productivity of the land; an i
local governmental agencies and others in the develo
forests.

administer certain congressionally designate
and preservation of these wilderness areas i

9. The Endangered Species 16 U.S.C. 881531 et seq.). Provides for
the conservation of threatened ed species of plants and animals. Section 7 requires
Federal agencies to ensure [
jeopardize the continued

102 directs management of public lands in a manner that will protect the quality
of the ecolo values; where appropriate, will preserve and protect in their natural condition;
will provide fo d habitat for fish and wildlife and domestic animals; and will provide for
outdoor recreation and human occupancy and use.

11. Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act (RPA) of 1974 as
amended by the National Forest Management Act (NFMA) of 1976 (16 U.S.C. §81600 et seq.).
Section 6 provides for diversity of plant and animal communities based on the suitability and
capability of the specific land area.




12. Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of (30 U.S.C. 1201, 1201 (note), 1236,
1272, 1305). Section 515 directs the establishment on the regarded areas, and all other lands
affected, a diverse, effective, and permanent vegetative cover of the same seasonal variety native
to the area of land to be affected and capable of self-regeneration and plant succession at least
equal in extent of cover to the natural vegetation on the area; except that introduced species may
be used in the revegetation process where desirable and necessary to achieve the approved post
mining land use plan.

15. Section 323 of Public Law 108-7, ,
U.S.C. 2104 note). Establishes new authoritie rvice to enter into
stewardship contracts with public or private entiti form services to achieve
land management goals for NFS lands that mee

Land Management lands and a
hazardous fuel and restor angeland conditions on lands of all ownerships.

tion Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 88470 et seq.). Requires
or the preservation of historic properties owned or

2070.12 — Regulations

The authority to manage NFS lands is delegated from the Secretary of Agriculture to the Under
Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment (NRE) at 7 CFR §2.20. This authority has
been delegated in turn from NRE to the Chief of the Forest Service at 7 CFR §2.60. The
subsequent regulation for management of NFS lands and other lands under Forest Service
administration including the use of native and non-native plant materials is:



36 CFR Part 10, Subpart (b). These rules provide for sustainable ecological systems
through supporting diversity of native plant and animal species within a plan area.

2070.13 — Executive Orders

1. Executive Order 13112 (February 3, 1999). Provides for restoration of native species
and habitat conditions in ecosystems that have been invaded by non-native invasive species.

0-p omote the

3. Executive Order 13148 (April 21, 2000). Directs federal agencies

conservation, with an emphasis on appropriate inclusi i Federal decision
making, in accordance with their respective agency missi icl

rrestrial ecosystems are to:

2 native ecosystems that are self sustaining, resistant to
or provide habitat for a broad range of species

ng developing sources of genetically appropriate plant materials.

materials, inclug

6. Increase and disseminate information which will guide the selection, use, and
availability of genetically appropriate plant materials.

7. Promote the study, planning, and implementation of actions which will maintain,
restore, and rehabilitate native ecosystems on NFS lands and other lands administered by the
Forest Service and in the United States.



2070.3 — Policy

Policies for selection, use, and storage of native and non-native plant materials are as follows:
1. Ensure native plant materials are given primary consideration.
2. Restrict use of non-native, non-invasive plant materials to only those situations when

timely reestablishment of a native plant community either through natural regeneration or with
the use of native plant materials is not likely to occur. For example:

a. When emergency conditions exist where it becomes nece
resource values (e.g., soil stability, water quality and t
establishment of invasive species).
b. When native plant materials are not available
c. In permanently, highly altered plant communi
dominated by exotic weeds

d. In designated historical sites where mai
communities (including agricultural crops
(FSM 2630).

ew, and/or approval of revegetation plans, including
stage, and any needed site preparation, is done by a

7. Cc

. perate and coordinate within the Forest Service, with other federal agencies,
organizations,

and private industry in the development of native plant materials and supplies.

8. Anticipate plant material needs for emergency and planned revegetation. Develop
core plant lists, planting guidelines, plant material sources, and seed caches and seed storage
facilities.

Specific direction for commercial timber species is in FSM 2470.



2070.4 — RESPONSIBILITIES

The Chief delegates the authority and responsibility for the overall administration of the native
plant materials program on NFS lands and other lands administered by the Forest Service in
conformance with applicable Federal law, regulation, and policy to the Deputy Chief, National
Forest System (NFS). This delegated authority is reserved to the Deputy Chief, NFS, except for
the delegations to the regional foresters (RF), forest/grassland supervisors (F/GS), and/or district
rangers (DR).

2070.41 — Chief

1. Retains overall authority over and responsibility for e for

restoration of disturbed sites and degraded ecosystems.
2. Establishes national policy for appropriate u

materials.

ent and supply of native

s (NFS) is delegated the authority and responsibility
ands in conformance with applicable Federal law,

ates the authority to use native and non-native plant materials consistent with
national policy.

3. Establishes national policy to ensure that the appropriate use of plant materials, native
and non-native, are integrated into all program areas on NFS lands.

4. Establishes national policy for evaluation and monitoring of plant materials on NFS
lands.



2070.43 — Regional Forester

1. Establishes regional policy for use of native plant materials consistent with national
policy.

2. Establishes management direction and policy to ensure native plants materials are
integrated into regional programs and Land Management Plans (LMP).

3. Shall appoint a regional native plant program coordinator.

to ensure a supply of genetically appropriate plant materials.

5. May delegate the authority to use genetically a ative plant
materials.

6. Anticipate plant material needs for emergen n activities by

developing seeding guidelines and lists of imp ies based on ecological
types and available seed sources.

2070.44 - Station Directors

er the understanding and knowledge of

1. Establishes research obje
) es and genetic requirements of plant species used in

native plant materials, propagation tec
revegetation.

2. Coordinates re
institutions and i

arch priorities on native plants with other research

ensure forest and grassland programs are implemented consist with national and
ative plant materials.

2. Establishes management direction and policy to ensure native plants materials are
integrated into forest and grassland programs and are also included in the Land Management
Plan (LMP).

3. Shall appoint a forest or grassland native plant materials coordinator.

4. May delegate the authority to use genetically appropriate native and non-native plant
materials in revegetation projects.



5. Anticipates plant material needs for emergency and other restoration activities by
developing seeding guidelines and a list of core native species based on ecological types and
available seed sources.

6. Shall ensure all revegetation projects are reviewed and approved by journeyman level
plant specialist (FMS 2073) and are consistent with national, regional and forest/grassland
polices for the use of native plant materials.

7. Coordinates with other federal agencies, state, tribal and coun
private industry to ensure a supply of genetically appropriate plant mate

2070.46 — District Ranger

forest policy

2. Shall ensure native plant materials are inco I ict programs.

2070.5 — DEFINITIONS

Genetically appropriate.
vigor, and reproductive

target site conditions (e.g., has good establishment,
; tly diverse to respond and adapt to changing
climates and environment condition cause genetic contamination and undermine
local adaptations, community interactions function of resident native species within the
ecosystem; unlike (unnaturally or inappropriately) invasive and displace other
native specie C

introdu ’ ikely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human
health.

Native plant. indigenous, terrestrial, and aquatic plant species that evolved naturally in an

gcosystem.

Noxious weeds. Those plant species designated as noxious weeds by the Secretary of
Agriculture or by the responsible State official. Noxious weeds generally possess one or more of
the following characteristics: aggressive and difficult to manage, poisonous, toxic, parasitic, a
carrier or host of serious insects or disease, and being native or new to or not common to the
United States or parts thereof.

Plant materials. Seeds, parts of plants, or whole plants.



Rehabilitation. Reparation of ecosystem processes, productivity, and services based on
functioning preexisting or extant ecosystems.

Restoration. Assisting the recovery of an ecosystem that has been degraded, damaged, or
destroyed (including) the re-establishment of the pre-existing biotic integrity in terms of species
composition and community structure.

Revegetation. Re-establishment of plants on a site.
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