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Overall approach
• Identify audiences, then their issues 

and concerns
– Develop communication networks

• Work out ways to apply SBRP 
knowledge and expertise to address 
policy and community issues
– Move into policy contexts (for selected 

topics)
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Robert Tjian, director of Health Sciences Initiative for all Berkeley 
departments, discusses the importance of interdisciplinary work and 
connections to practice audiences at our May 2006 kickoff.

Linking researchers
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Building community

Wendell Bruner, Public Health Director, Contra 
Costa County, Joan Reiss, the Breast Cancer Fund
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Chris Vulpe explaining virtues of yeast, May 2006

Building knowledge
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First project 

• Biomonitoring for California
• Key issue identified by our community 

stakeholders
• They wanted assistance in understanding 

technologies and opportunities for use in 
surveillance and policy

• We introduced the idea of adding the use 
of “omics” methods in a state program
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Use of biomonitoring data

• Most discussions have been about:
– use in research studies 
– improve or validate risk/exposure 

assessment approaches
– to assess public health intervention

• Much less on use in surveillance and 
policy
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SB 1379 (Perata and Ortiz)
• Healthy Californians Biomonitoring 

Program, introduced in 2006
– Sponsored by The Breast Cancer Fund and 

Commonweal
• Key issues:

– Is biomonitoring “scientific”?
– What should be included?
– Should participants be able to see their 

results?
– Should there be state level biomonitoring or 

also more targeted projects?
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Next steps

• January workshop on implementation 
of the bill 

• Develop use of “omics” technologies
• Chemicals policy issues
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Engineering Sciences
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1988

Chromate Remediation in Groundwater at 
Hinkley, CA
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Contact 

Amy D. Kyle <adkyle@berkeley.edu>
James R. Hunt <hunt@ce.berkeley.edu>

http://superfund.berkeley.edu/


