Requirements for Serving as a Pollworker

West Virginia

	State Registration Requirement  

(Exceptions may be found in  Student Election Assistant category)

	
Must be registered voter.

W. Va. Code § 3-1-28(a) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Age Requirement

	
18 years old. 

W. Va. Code§ 3-2-2(a) (Thomson/West 2006).
A person who is at least seventeen years of age and who will be eighteen years of age by the time of the next ensuing general election may also be permitted to register.

W. Va. Code § 3-2-2(a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Place and Term Required for Voter Registration

	 
State and county.

W. Va. Code § 3-2-2(a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Residency Requirement for Service (State, County or Precinct) 

	 
Generally County for county-wide elections and Municipality for municipal elections.

Must be a registered voter of the county for elections held throughout the county and a registered voter of the municipality for elections held within the municipality: However, if the required number of persons eligible to serve as election officials for a municipal election are not available or are not willing to serve as election officials for a municipal election, a registered voter of the county in which the municipality is located may serve as an election official for elections held within the municipality. 

W. Va. Code § 3-1-28(a) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Affiliation with Political Party Requirement
and Process for Nomination as Poll Worker                                                                                                                                                                                         

	
Affiliation Required for Two of Three Positions in Precinct.

The two major parties may each nominate one qualified person for each team of poll clerks and one qualified person for each team of election commissioners to be appointed for the election. 

W. Va. Code § 3-1-30(a) (1) (Thomson/West 2006).
The appointing body also selects one qualified person as the additional election commissioner for each board of election officials. 

W. Va. Code § 3-1-30(a) (2) (Thomson/West 2006).
The appointing body also selects alternates equal to a minimum of 10% of the required poll clerks and election commissioners.

W.Va. Code §3-1-30(a) (3) (Thomson/West 2006).
No later than the 56th day before the election, the parties file their lists with the governing body (county, municipal or school board depending on election) and 49 days before an election the governing body appoints the poll clerks and commissioners. The governing body fills positions for which no nominations were filed.

W. Va. Code § 3-1-30(a) (4); W. Va. Code § 3-1-30(e) (Thomson/West 2006).
Note: Rules differ slightly for municipal elections in municipalities without party executive committees.

	Term Requirements 

	
Poll workers are appointed before each election. 

W. Va. Code § 3-1-30(a) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Compensation and Hour Requirements

	
Compensation depends on role.                                                                                                                                                              

• Each commissioner of election and poll clerk is to be paid a sum, to be fixed by the county commission, not exceeding one hundred twenty-five dollars for one day's services for attending the school of instruction for election officials if the commissioner or poll clerk provides at least one day's service during an election and a sum not exceeding one hundred seventy-five dollars for his or her services at any one election;

• Each alternate commissioner of election and poll clerk may be paid a sum, to be fixed by the county commission, not exceeding fifty dollars for one day's services for attending the school of instruction for election officials.

W. Va. Code § 3-1-44(a) - (c) (Thomson/West 2006).
Hours: 5:45a.m. - close of polls. 

W. Va. Code § 3-1-30(j) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Training, Certification and Oath Requirements

	
The county holds an instructional program, which includes an audio-visual training program produced by the Secretary of State and the State Election Commission. 

W. Va. Code§ 3-1-46(b) (Thomson/West 2006).
No person can serve as an election commissioner or poll clerk in any election unless he or she has attended such instructional program.  However, in cases of emergency when no person who has attended the instructional program for that election is available to fill a vacancy on the election board, the clerk of the county commission may appoint those who have not had training.
W. Va. Code§ 3-1-46(c) (Thomson/West 2006).
Oath required. 

W. Va. Code§ 3-1-30a (Thomson/West 2006).

	Elected Public Officials Prohibited


	
No Information Available.


	Candidates Prohibited

	
No candidates on the ballot or official write-in candidates in the election may serve.  No parent, child, sibling or spouse of a candidate on the ballot in the precinct may serve in that precinct.

W. Va. Code§ 3-1-28(a) (3) & (4) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Felon Status on Participation

	
Prohibited if convicted of a felony, treason or bribery in an election, under either state or federal law, is disqualified while serving his or her sentence, including any period of incarceration, probation or parole related thereto.

W. Va. Code § 3-2-2(b) (Thomson/West 2006).
Prohibited if previously convicted of a violation of any election law. 

W. Va. Code § 3-1-28(a) (6) (Thomson/West 2006).

	The Effect of Mental Incapacitation on Participation

	
Prohibited if determined to be mentally incompetent by a court of competent jurisdiction for as long as that determination remains in effect.

W. Va. Code § 3-2-2(b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	English Fluency and Literacy Requirement

	
Must be able to read and write the English language.

W. Va. Code § 3-1-28(a) (2) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Good Reputation Requirement

	
The county commission may, upon majority vote, suspend the eligibility to serve as an election official in any election for four years for the following reasons:

• Failure to appear at the polling place at the designated time without proper notice and just cause;

• Failure to perform the duties of an election official as required by law;

• Improper interference with a voter casting a ballot or violating the secrecy of the voter's ballot;

• Being under the influence of alcohol or drugs while serving as an election official; or

• Having anything wagered or bet on an election.

W. Va. Code § 3-1-28(b) (Thomson/West 2006).

	Alternative Positions with Different Requirements

	
No Information Available.




	Student Election Assistant Statute

	
Election official trainee: 

16 or 17 years old and has meet the qualifications of election officials, other than being a registered voter, listed in W. Va. Code § 3-1-28(a). 

W. Va. Code § 3-1-29(a) (5) (Thomson/West 2006).
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