
AIRPORT SAFETY AND OPERATIONS DIVISION AAS-300 

PATE: 2-26-09 NO. 69-04 

TO: A4qmrt Opergtom FAA Airport Certification Safety Imp- 

Bslckgmnnd. From December 1 7,2008 ta Feb- 17,2809, the FAA received 19 
b i d a t  reports hvolvhg the &pasture of abphes from pavd &pmt sur&c=es d w  
taxi, takeoff, and lmbg o p ~ & s ,  Thwe mcursiafis were due to a Iws of stopping 
capabiity a d l o r  steering control due to w h t p  weatha contamination on airport 
surfaces. I n h ~ f ~ r ~ d m , & ~ d e p m d t h e n m m y ~ ~
corppleting a landing due tu excess s p e d  d a r  surface eonditiom kimg w m  than 
&cipted by the flialrt crew. h a b r  wts, flight mms qmkd the ohscuration of 
surface makings and airport signago, lmbg to the ahplane d q u h g  the paved area or 
'wsnfng stuck in the surface mnktrhtion in area that had not been c M .  

While an d p i s  of t h e  w s  id&es several systemic deficiencies, fhe mainter~ance 
af ajrport surfaces md the ~ a a i c y  of abpurt &ace conditi~n reporting figure 
pr0minmtl.y in s v d  immcesr. Ia some cases, airport n-fs have £all& tQ maintab 
ahport' 'surfaces in a mti~wtory condition for safe ~pmtiops. Ig othg wes, airports 
have f&l& to provide accurate and timely surfme condition infomation to the airport 
users. The FAA ha received a d u t a l  reports &om flight crews citing airport NOTAMS 
that were many hours old, aid no longur m W e d  current airport conditions. Yet anlother 
report identified a airport that kept tke same NOTAM in place t2lroughout the &&I, 
which wmed of surface that may rn~t be present, h both cases, airport usem are 
deprived ofthe i n f o m d m  b y  need to make sound opciatio~ dwisions. 

Action: In aa attempt to bring greater awareness ta the icy condition that mur during 
wint& wpcmtiotcs ~ x r e  am advising a h p t  operatar's highligh;t the preventive masu&s 
putlined in AC I 50!520&30C. Airport operaton are JEW a d d d  to tab additianal 
precautions to aimre pilots and crews are advised ofthe potatid dangers of %eze mf 
effects that wdd accumrxlate d&g m m  m o v d  ~ m t i a n s .  In addition, the FAA is 
putting forth the follow& tQ &rprt: operatom: 

h w  R m v d  P Z w :  The prioritization of c o w o n  mnwd and w e n t  should 
focus on the primary runway (6) and associated taxiway turJla-ffs. As nine of these 



sixteen incidents iadiede, it is very important that the runwayturnoffs be m&&ined to 
the m e  level 88 thtprimary nyrwyat-fhctforsafety. Ahphew typidlyhave be#= 
straight-ahead stupping capabilitythan they do wmcring capability on contaminated 
aurfcos, thus the hmmd incidmt rate on the runway tumoff~~AAdtioniQ, priotiity 
should be given to primary taxi mutes to and from the primary runwayand the nmp m a .  
All m w a p  and taxiways that are considered opm faroperations should have srwldnga 
and signage clearlyvisible from the &ma£%type Wrely to utilize thatsurface, including 
pavment boundary markings. Ramp surface weas within the mponsibilityofthe airport 
authority shouldbe dnpained inan opemble safe conditi~nfor boa &mf€and ~ & c e  
vehi~la. 

€hmernbtirtgAirpad &face Gadiiiort lztformuti&n:Safe aircraft operationsdepend 
on timely and accurate s e e  condition infarmation. The current NOTAM system does 
not lend itself-toaccurate and timely disseminationof airport surface condition 
infondon. Under some circmtanca~,thwe limits prevent the airport operator from 
accuratt:Ty portmyiug the airpartsurface conditions. Ifthe system prevents the a~~urate 
portrayal of the surface condition information, and or its timely dis~emination,the currexxt 
surface condition6 shouldbe provided toATC and allavailableairport usm in plain 
language by the most expeditiousmeans amila#le. The airport operatorneeds to be 
mindful that they are the most bwlcdgeable of the actualsurfact amditiom. It is 
imperative that fligjhtcrews have $dimerrondition m f d o r l  in accurate terms anb a 
timely manner inorder to base there o p d o n a l  decisiom. 

For example, some of the referenced incidents indicate that the e m t  FA4guidan~efor 
the weof the term ''Patchy" m y  be misl&g and mismdersW by Ptirpsrtusm. 
Current guidance considers a "Patchy" conditionto exist anythe the d w e e  is cavered 
by less than 100%of the mnkminate. New airport &ace condition reporting 
terminology k being develop& by ajoint F m d u s t r y  group. However until the new 
guidance ia mmpleted and published the FAA isdirecting that only contaminate 

of the surface be ~lmi&d'"Patchy." Conditions 
coveringmore than 50% a u l d  be considered a covering the totd d a c e  am for 
mfacecondition reportingpmpes. Tbts bretakdawn willm m  cl08dl.y match the 
breakdown provided to airplane opsrators by the aircraft m d a c t u r m  for p w f ~ m c e  
ODcontaminated surfaces. 

Airp0t.t Sufict? Area Closure: Asprescribed inCat  Alert 03-03,hrport opmbrsmust 
close a runwayupon b e  receipt of a nil BT&JQ conditionreport. Whm such areport is 
received, orwhen p r  conditions are reports, airport operators must dm view other 
ahports &act8 with a criticd eye to m&e sure they toorn a le  to Mely support 
& h a f tqmtions. 
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