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The National Highway Traffic Safety Admini-

stration (NHTSA) and the Bureau of Transpor-

tation Statistics (BTS) have collected infor-

mation from persons in United States house-

holds that will provide national level data on 

biking and walking.  

NHTSA and BTS will provide quality data from 

the survey that will support informed plan-

ning and decision making.  These data will 

be especially useful for safety officials, trans-

portation planners, advocates, traffic engi-

neers, and researchers. 

Survey Methodology 
NHTSA and BTS contracted with The Gallup 

Organization to collect information from 

9,600 respondents during the summer of 

2002.   The data were collected from respon-

dents 16 years or older using a random-digit 

dial (RDD) sample and computer-assisted 

telephone interviewing methods.   

The survey asked questions, for both bicy-

clists and pedestrians, on the following top-

ics: 

• Frequency of biking and walking 

• Trip information including : Origin, desti-
nation, length of trip time, trip distance, 
land use, trip purpose, facility use, and 
topography 

Survey Overview • Reasons for not biking or walking 

• Perceptions of safety 

• Safety practices 

• Facility availability 

• Community design 

• Satisfaction with community design 

• Safe routes to school 

• Sociodemographics 

 

 

Survey Results 
NHTSA and BTS will publish a series of 

reports based on the survey data.  First, a 

brief summary report, which will cover the 

major findings from the survey, will be re-

leased in early 2003.  Future releases will 

include a three volume report: 

• An expanded summary of key findings 

• A detailed description of all findings 
and major analyses from the data 

• The survey methodology 

 

The data, questionnaire, and survey docu-

mentation will also be made available for 

public use. 
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