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MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Transmittal of the 2003 Potentially Responsible Party Search Manual 

FROM:	 Susan E. Bromm, Director /s/ 
Office of Site Remediation Enforcement 

TO:	 Superfund National Policy Managers (Regions I - X) 
Regional Counsel (Regions I - X) 

I am pleased to announce the distribution of the 2003 Potentially Responsible Party Search 
Manual (Manual). 

The Manual was written by a dedicated group of Agency experts who are involved in the PRP 
search process, and reviewed by a national work group and the PRP Search Enhancement Team. 
Their collective effort has resulted in a useful tool that will enhance the PRP search process. 

The Manual is a working document intended to provide information to those persons 
involved in the PRP search process. Users are encouraged to provide any comments regarding the 
Manual to one of the PRP Search Enhancement Team members/contacts (Team) listed below. Any 
changes that need to occur to the Manual due to new legislation, new policy or guidance and from 
relevant comments received, will be documented by the Team, and the Manual will be updated as 
necessary. 

Procedures and information contained in the Manual are based on current, existing EPA 
policy and guidance. For the users’ convenience, any references and/or guidance documents 
mentioned in the Manual are supported by a web-site address or hard copy. 

Six (6) hard copies are being provided to Team members to distribute in their regions. The 
Team will now begin the process to place the Manual on-line. Future updates of Manual chapters 
will be available electronically. 
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If you have any questions or comments regarding this Manual, please contact Nancy Deck at 
202/564-6039 (deck.nancy@epa.gov) or a PRP Search Enhancement Team member. 
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Region 4  Herb Miller
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Region 10 

Buddy Parr and Janice Bivens

Cheryle Micinski and Dianna Whitaker

Dave Broste and Greg Phoebe

Cliff Davis 

Deborah Burgess




Preface 

The Potentially Responsible Party Search Manual provides an overview of the PRP search 

process, identifies tools for finding PRPs early in the process, and provides a framework for 

conducting thorough PRP searches that identify the universe of PRPs with comprehensive 

evidence of liability. n outline of the general objectives of the PRP search, 

describes typical baseline and followup PRP search tasks, and provides specific tools and 

references from which the user may select those most appropriate for a particular search or 

site. 

The manual may be used at "new" sites where PRP searches are planned, at sites where PRP 

searches are ongoing, and at sites where the PRP search was considered "complete" but 

additional tasks may need to be performed for settlement or cost recovery purposes. 

designed primarily as a reference tool for EPA, state, and tribal staff involved in PRP 

searches, and is 

The manual is composed of four chapters: Overview of CERCLA and PRP Searches, PRP 

Search Planning Overview, Baseline PRP Search, and Followup PRP Search. 

Chapter 1 

Overview of CERCLA and PRP Searches presents an overview of CERCLA and CERCLA 

liability, the use of PRP search information, and general information about how and why 

the Agency gathers, exchanges, and manages PRP search information. 

Chapter 2 

PRP Search Planning Overview describes potential roles and responsibilities of parties involved in 

PRP searches, factors that should be considered in search planning, and opportunities for 

PRP input to the search process. 

Chapter 3 

Baseline PRP Search describes tasks most often performed during the initial PRP search. 

Chapter 4 

Followup PRP Search describes more specialized tasks that may be employed during a 

followup to the baseline phase in order to complete the PRP search. 

It provides a

It is 
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Disclaimers 

This manual supersedes the PRP Search Manual, August 27, 1987 (9834.3-1A) and the 
PRP Search Supplemental Guidance for Sites in the Superfund Remedial Program, June 
29, 1989 (9834.3-2a) published by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s former 
Office of Waste Programs Enforcement. 

The policies, methods, and procedures set forth in this manual, and internal government 
procedures adopted to implement them, are intended as guidance for U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and other government employees. They do not constitute rulemaking 
by the Agency and may not be relied on to create a substantive or procedural right or 
benefit enforceable by any other person. The government may take action at variance 
with the policies, methods, and procedures in this manual. 

When the term “generator” is used in this manual, it is not used in its most commonly 
understood sense, i.e., “a party that creates a material.” The term has a broader 
meaning under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act (CERCLA). Refer to subsection 1.2.4, “Categories of Potentially Responsible Parties,” 
which states that it is commonly used to designate an entity that generated a hazardous 
substance or arranged for its disposal or treatment. Thus the term “generator” can 
encompass corporations that have entered into disposal contracts, waste brokers, and 
corporate officers who are involved in, or responsible for, waste disposal. 
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