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hands of A in the years of receipt of such
amounts by A.

[T.D. 7261, 38 FR 5465, Mar. 1, 1973]

§1.636-3 Definitions.

For purposes of section 636 and the
regulations thereunder:

(a) Production payment. (1) The term
production payment means, in general, a
right to a specified share of the produc-
tion from mineral in place (if, as, and
when produced), or the proceeds from
such production. Such right must be an
economic interest in such mineral in
place. It may burden more than one
mineral property, and the burdened
mineral property need not be an oper-
ating mineral interest. Such right
must have an expected economic life
(at the time of its creation) of shorter
duration than the economic life of one
or more of the mineral properties bur-
dened thereby. A right to mineral in
place which can be required to be satis-
fied by other than the production of
mineral from the burdened mineral
property is not an economic interest in
mineral in place. A production pay-
ment may be limited by a dollar
amount, a quantum of mineral, or a pe-
riod of time. A right to mineral in
place has an economic life of shorter
duration than the economic life of a
mineral property burdened thereby
only if such right may not reasonably
be expected to extend in substantial
amounts over the entire productive life
of such mineral property. The term
production payment includes payments
which are commonly referred to as in-
oil payments, gas payments, or mineral
payments.

(2) A right which is in substance eco-
nomically equivalent to a production
payment shall be treated as a produc-
tion payment for purposes of section
636 and the regulations thereunder, re-
gardless of the language used to de-
scribe such right, the method of cre-
ation of such right, or the form in
which such right is cast (even though
such form is that of an operating min-
eral interest). Whether or not a right is
in substance economically equivalent
to a production payment shall be deter-
mined from all the facts and cir-
cumstances. An example of an interest
which is to be treated as a production
payment under this subparagraph is
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that portion of a royalty which is at-
tributable to so much of the rate of the
royalty which exceeds the lowest pos-
sible rate of the royalty at any subse-
quent time (disregarding any reduc-
tions in the rate of the royalty which
are based solely upon changes in vol-
ume of production within a specified
period of no more than 1 year). For ex-
ample, assume that A creates a royalty
with respect to a mineral property
owned by A equal to 5 percent for 5
years and thereafter equal to 4 percent
for the balance of the life of the prop-
erty. An amount equal to 1 percent for
5 years shall be treated as a production
payment. On the other hand, if A leases
a coal mine to B in return for a royalty
of 30 cents per ton on the first 500,000
tons of coal produced from the mine in
each year and 20 cents per ton on all
coal in excess of 500,000 tons produced
from the mine in each year, the fact
that the royalty may decline to 20
cents per ton on some of the coal in
each year does not result in a produc-
tion payment of 10 cents per ton of coal
on the first 500,000 tons in any year.
Another example of an interest which
is to be treated as a production pay-
ment under this subparagraph is the
interest in a partnership engaged in op-
erating oil properties of a partner who
provides capital for the partnership if
such interest is subject to a right of
another person or persons to acquire or
terminate it upon terms which merely
provide for such partner’s recovery of
his capital investment and a reason-
able return thereon.

(b) Property. The term property has
the meaning assigned to it in section
614(a), without the application of sec-
tion 614 (b), (c), or (e).

(c) Transfer. The term transfer means
any sale, exchange, gift, bequest, de-
vise, or other disposition (including a
distribution by an estate or a contribu-
tion to or distribution by a corpora-
tion, partnership, or trust).

[T.D. 7261, 38 FR 5465, Mar. 1, 1973]

§1.636-4 Effective dates of section 636.

(@) In general. Except as provided
hereinafter in this section, section 636
and §81.636-1, 1.636-2, and 1.636-3 apply
to production payments created on or
after August 7, 1969, other than produc-
tion payments created before January
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