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redemption provisions, the market-
ability of the convertible stock, and
the conversion price, it may be antici-
pated that some shareholders will exer-
cise their conversion rights and some
will not. On the other hand, where the
conversion right may be exercised over
a period of many years and the divi-
dend rate is consistent with market
conditions at the time of distribution
of the stock, there is no basis for pre-
dicting at what time and the extent to
which the stock will be converted and
it is unlikely that a disproportionate
distribution will result.

(b) Examples. The application of sec-
tion 305(b)(5) may be illustrated by the
following examples:

Example (1). Corporation Z is organized
with one class of stock, class A common.
During the year the corporation declares a
dividend on the class A stock payable in
newly authorized class B preferred stock
which is convertible into class A stock for a
period of 20 years from the date of issuance.
Assuming dividend rates are normal in light
of existing conditions so that there is no
basis for predicting the extent to which the
stock will be converted, the circumstances
will ordinarily be sufficient to establish that
a disproportionate distribution will not re-
sult since it is impossible to predict the ex-
tent to which the class B stock will be con-
verted into class A stock. Accordingly, the
distribution of class B stock is not one to
which section 301 applies.

Example (2). Corporation X is organized
with one class of stock, class A common.
During the year the corporation declares a
dividend on the class A stock payable in
newly authorized redeemable class C pre-
ferred stock which is convertible into class A
common stock no later than 4 months from
the date of distribution at a price slightly
higher than the market price of class A
stock on the date of distribution. By pre-
arrangement with corporation X, corpora-
tion Y, an insurance company, agrees to pur-
chase class C stock from any shareholder
who does not wish to convert. By reason of
this prearrangement, it is anticipated that
the shareholders will either sell the class C
stock to the insurance company (which ex-
pects to retain the shares for investment
purposes) or will convert. As a result, some
of the shareholders exercise their conversion
privilege and receive additional shares of
class A stock, while other shareholders sell
their class C stock to corporation Y and re-
ceive cash. The distribution is a distribution
to which section 301 applies since it results
in the receipt of property by some share-
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holders and an increase in the proportionate
interests of other shareholders.

[T.D. 7281, 38 FR 18538, July 12, 1973]

§1.305-7 Certain transactions treated
as distributions.

(a) In general. Under section 305(c), a
change in conversion ratio, a change in
redemption price, a difference between
redemption price and issue price, a re-
demption which is treated as a dis-
tribution to which section 301 applies,
or any transaction (including a recapi-
talization) having a similar effect on
the interest of any shareholder may be
treated as a distribution with respect
to any shareholder whose propor-
tionate interest in the earnings and
profits or assets of the corporation is
increased by such change, difference,
redemption, or similar transaction. In
general, such change, difference, re-
demption, or similar transaction will
be treated as a distribution to which
sections 305(b) and 301 apply where—

(1) The proportionate interest of any
shareholder in the earnings and profits
or assets of the corporation deemed to
have made such distribution is in-
creased by such change, difference, re-
demption, or similar transaction; and

(2) Such distribution has the result
described in paragraph (2), (3), (4), or (5)
of section 305(b).

Where such change, difference, redemp-
tion, or similar transaction is treated
as a distribution under the provisions
of this section, such distribution will
be deemed made with respect to any
shareholder whose interest in the earn-
ings and profits or assets of the distrib-
uting corporation is increased thereby.
Such distribution will be deemed to be
a distribution of the stock of such cor-
poration made by the corporation to
such shareholder with respect to his
stock. Depending upon the facts pre-
sented, the distribution may be deemed
to be made in common or preferred
stock. For example, where a redemp-
tion premium exists with respect to a
class of preferred stock under the cir-
cumstances described in §1.305-5(b) and
the other requirements of this section
are also met, the distribution will be
deemed made with respect to such pre-
ferred stock, in stock of the same class.
Accordingly, the preferred shareholders
are considered under sections 305(b)(4)



§1.305-8

and 305(c) to have received a distribu-
tion of preferred stock to which section
301 applies. See the examples in §§1.305-
3(e) and 1.305-5(d) for further illustra-
tions of the application of section
305(c).

(b) Antidilution provisions. (1) For pur-
poses of applying section 305(c) in con-
junction with section 305(b), a change
in the conversion ratio or conversion
price of convertible preferred stock (or
securities), or in the exercise price of
rights or warrants, made pursuant to a
bona fide, reasonable, adjustment for-
mula (including, but not limited to, ei-
ther the so-called “market price” or
“conversion price” type of formulas)
which has the effect of preventing dilu-
tion of the interest of the holders of
such stock (or securities) will not be
considered to result in a deemed dis-
tribution of stock. An adjustment in
the conversion ratio or price to com-
pensate for cash or property distribu-
tions to other shareholders that are
taxable under section 301, 356(a)(2),
871(a)(1)(A), 88l(a)(1), 852(b), or 857(b)
will not be considered as made pursu-
ant to a bona fide adjustment formula.

(2) The principles of this paragraph
may be illustrated by the following ex-
ample:

Example. (i) Corporation U has two classes
of stock outstanding, class A and class B.
Each class B share is convertible into class A
stock. In accordance with a bonafide, reason-
able, antidilution provision, the conversion
price is adjusted if the corporation transfers
class A stock to anyone for a consideration
that is below the conversion price.

(ii) The corporation sells class A stock to
the public at the current market price but
below the conversion price. Pursuant to the
antidilution provision, the conversion price
is adjusted downward. Such a change in con-
version price will not be deemed to be a dis-
tribution under section 305(c) for the pur-
poses of section 305(b).

(c) Recapitalizations. (1) A recapital-
ization (whether or not an isolated
transaction) will be deemed to result in
a distribution to which section 305(c)
and this section apply if—

(i) It is pursuant to a plan to periodi-
cally increase a shareholder’s propor-
tionate interest in the assets or earn-
ings and profits of the corporation, or

(ii) A shareholder owning preferred
stock with dividends in arrears ex-
changes his stock for other stock and,
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as a result, increases his proportionate
interest in the assets or earnings and
profits of the corporation. An increase
in a preferred shareholder’s propor-
tionate interest occurs in any case
where the fair market value or the lig-
uidation preference, whichever is
greater, of the stock received in the ex-
change (determined immediately fol-
lowing the recapitalization), exceeds
the issue price of the preferred stock
surrendered.

(2) In a case to which subparagraph
(1)(i1) of this paragraph applies, the
amount of the distribution deemed
under section 305(c) to result from the
recapitalization is the lesser of (i) the
amount by which the fair market value
or the liquidation preference, which-
ever is greater, of the stock received in
the exchange (determined immediately
following the recapitalization) exceeds
the issue price of the preferred stock
surrendered, or (ii) the amount of the
dividends in arrears.

(3) For purposes of applying subpara-
graphs (1) and (2) of this paragraph
with respect to stock issued before
July 12, 1973, the term issue price of the
preferred stock surrendered shall mean
the greater of the issue price or the lig-
uidation preference (not including divi-
dends in arrears) of the stock surren-
dered.

(4) For an illustration of the applica-
tion of this paragraph, see Example (12)
of §1.305-3(e) and Examples (1), (2), (3),
and (6) of §1.305-5(d).

(5) For rules relating to redemption
premiums on preferred stock, see
§1.305-5(b).

[T.D. 7281, 38 FR 18538, July 12, 1973, as
amended by T.D. 8643, 60 FR 66138, Dec. 21,
1995]

§1.305-8 Effective dates.

(@) In general. Section 421(b) of the
Tax Reform Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 615)
provides as follows:

(b) Effective dates. (1) Except as otherwise
provided in this subsection, the amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to distributions (or deemed distribu-
tions) made after January 10, 1969, in taxable
years ending after such date.

(2)(A) Section 305(b)(2) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1954 (as added by subsection (a)
shall not apply to a distribution (or deemed
distribution) of stock made before January 1,
1991, with respect to stock (i) outstanding on



