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power to accumulate income and add it
to corpus while his son is under 21.

(8) Powers to allocate between corpus
and income. Paragraph (8) of section
674(b) provides that a power to allocate
receipts and disbursements between
corpus and income, even though ex-
pressed in broad language, will not
cause the grantor to be treated as an
owner under the general rule of section
674(a).

§1.674(c)-1 Excepted powers exer-
cisable only by independent trust-
ees.

Section 674(c) provides an exception
to the general rule of section 674(a) for
certain powers that are exercisable by
independent trustees. This exception is
in addition to those provided for under
section 674(b) which may be held by
any person including an independent
trustee. The powers to which section
674(c) apply are powers (a) to dis-
tribute, apportion, or accumulate in-
come to or for a beneficiary or bene-
ficiaries, or to, for, or within a class of
beneficiaries, or (b) to pay out corpus
to or for a beneficiary or beneficiaries
or to or for a class of beneficiaries
(whether or not income beneficiaries).
In order for such a power to fall within
the exception of section 674(c) it must
be exercisable solely (without the ap-
proval or consent of any other person)
by a trustee or trustees none of whom
is the grantor and no more than half of
whom are related or subordinate par-
ties who are subservient to the wishes
of the grantor. (See section 672(c) for
definitions of these terms.) An example
of the application of section 674(c) is a
trust whose income is payable to the
grantor’s three adult sons with power
in an independent trustee to allocate
without restriction the amounts of in-
come to be paid to each son each year.
Such a power does not cause the grant-
or to be treated as the owner of the
trust. See however, the limitations set
forth in §1.674(d)-2.

§1.674(d)-1 Excepted powers exer-
cisable by any trustee other than
grantor or spouse.

Section 674(d) provides an additional
exception to the general rule of section
674(a) for a power to distribute, appor-
tion, or accumulate income to or for a

§1.674(d)-2

beneficiary or beneficiaries or to, for,
or within a class of beneficiaries,
whether or not the conditions of sec-
tion 674(b) (6) or (7) are satisfied, if the
power is solely exercisable (without the
approval or consent of any other per-
son) by a trustee or trustees none of
whom is the grantor or spouse living
with the grantor, and if the power is
limited by a reasonably definite exter-
nal standard set forth in the trust in-
strument (see paragraph (b)(5) of
§1.674(b)-1 with respect to what con-
stitutes a reasonably definite stand-
ard). See, however, the limitations set
forth in §1.674(d)-2.

§1.674(d)-2 Limitations on exceptions
in section 674 (b), (c), and (d).

(a) Power to remove trustee. A power in
the grantor to remove, substitute, or
add trustees (other than a power exer-
cisable only upon limited conditions
which do not exist during the taxable
year, such as the death or resignation
of, or breach of fiduciary duty by, an
existing trustee) may prevent a trust
from qualifying under section 674 (c) or
(d). For example, if a grantor has an
unrestricted power to remove an inde-
pendent trustee and substitute any per-
son including himself as trustee, the
trust will not qualify under section 674
(c) or (d). On the other hand if the
grantor’s power to remove, substitute,
or add trustees is limited so that its
exercise could not alter the trust in a
manner that would disqualify it under
section 674 (c) or (d), as the case may
be, the power itself does not disqualify
the trust. Thus, for example, a power
in the grantor to remove or discharge
an independent trustee on the condi-
tion that he substitute another inde-
pendent trustee will not prevent a
trust from qualifying under section
674(c).

(b) Power to add beneficiaries. The ex-
ceptions described in section 674 (b) (5),
(6), and (7), (c), and (d), are not applica-
ble if any person has a power to add to
the beneficiary or beneficiaries or to a
class of beneficiaries designated to re-
ceive the income or corpus, except
where the action is to provide for after-
born or after-adopted children. This
limitation does not apply to a power
held by a beneficiary to substitute
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