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state statute will not constitute a rec-
ognition event for purposes of section 
1001 and will not result in a taxable gift 
from the trust’s grantor or any of the 
trust’s beneficiaries. A switch to a 
method not specifically authorized by 
state statute, but valid under state law 
(including a switch via judicial deci-
sion or a binding non-judicial settle-
ment) may constitute a recognition 
event to the trust or its beneficiaries 
for purposes of section 1001 and may re-
sult in taxable gifts from the trust’s 
grantor and beneficiaries, based on the 
relevant facts and circumstances. In 
addition, an allocation to income of all 
or a part of the gains from the sale or 
exchange of trust assets will generally 
be respected if the allocation is made 
either pursuant to the terms of the 
governing instrument and applicable 
local law, or pursuant to a reasonable 
and impartial exercise of a discre-
tionary power granted to the fiduciary 
by applicable local law or by the gov-
erning instrument, if not prohibited by 
applicable local law. This section is ef-
fective for taxable years of trusts and 
estates ending after January 2, 2004. 

[T.D. 9102, 69 FR 19, Jan. 2, 2004]

§ 1.643(b)–2 Dividends allocated to cor-
pus. 

Extraordinary dividends or taxable 
stock dividends which the fiduciary, 
acting in good faith, determines to be 
allocable to corpus under the terms of 
the governing instrument and applica-
ble local law are not considered ‘‘in-
come’’ for purposes of subpart A, B, C, 
or D, part I, subchapter J, chapter 1 of 
the Code. See section 643(a)(4), 
§ 1.643(a)–4, § 1.643(d)–2, section 665(e), 
paragraph (b) of § 1.665(e)–1, and para-
graph (b) of § 1.665(e)–1A for the treat-
ment of such items in the computation 
of distributable net income. 

[T.D. 7204, 37 FR 17134, Aug. 25, 1972]

§ 1.643(c)–1 Definition of ‘‘beneficiary’’. 
An heir, legatee, or devisee (includ-

ing an estate or trust) is a beneficiary. 
A trust created under a decedent’s will 
is a beneficiary of the decedent’s es-
tate. The following persons are treated 
as beneficiaries: 

(a) Any person with respect to an 
amount used to discharge or satisfy 

that person’s legal obligation as that 
term is used in § 1.662(a)–4. 

(b) The grantor of a trust with re-
spect to an amount applied or distrib-
uted for the support of a dependent 
under the circumstances specified in 
section 677(b) out of corpus or out of 
other than income for the taxable year 
of the trust. 

(c) The trustee or cotrustee of a trust 
with respect to an amount applied or 
distributed for the support of a depend-
ent under the circumstances specified 
in section 678(c) out of corpus or out of 
other than income for the taxable year 
of the trust.

§ 1.643(d)–1 Definition of ‘‘foreign trust 
created by a United States person’’. 

(a) In general. For the purpose of part 
I, subchapter J, chapter 1 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code, the term foreign 
trust created by a United States person 
means that portion of a foreign trust 
(as defined in section 7701(a)(31)) attrib-
utable to money or property (including 
all accumulated earnings, profits, or 
gains attributable to such money or 
property) of a U.S. person (as defined in 
section 7701(a)(30)) transferred directly 
or indirectly, or under the will of a de-
cedent who at the date of his death was 
a U.S. citizen or resident, to the for-
eign trust. A foreign trust created by a 
person who is not a U.S. person, to 
which a U.S. person transfers his 
money or property, is a foreign trust 
created by a U.S. person to the extent 
that the fair market value of the entire 
foreign trust is attributable to money 
or property of the U.S. person trans-
ferred to the foreign trust. The transfer 
of money or property to the foreign 
trust may be made either directly or 
indirectly by a U.S. person. Transfers 
of money or property to a foreign trust 
do not include transfers of money or 
property pursuant to a sale or ex-
change which is made for a full and 
adequate consideration. Transfers to 
which section 643(d) and this section 
apply are transfers of money or prop-
erty which establish or increase the 
corpus of a foreign trust. The rules set 
forth in this section with respect to 
transfers by a U.S. person to a foreign 
trust also are applicable with respect 
to transfers under the will of a dece-
dent who at the date of his death was
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