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PART I.  Public Law, Program Priorities, and Geologic Map Products

A.  The National Geologic Mapping Act

The 102nd Congress recognized that the USGS and the State Geological Surveys needed a coordinated program to prioritize the geologic mapping requirements of the Nation, and to increase production of these geologic maps.  The National Geologic Mapping Act (Public Law 102-285) was signed into law in 1992 and created the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program.  The Act has been re-authorized twice since then, most recently by the 106th Congress in 1999.  The Act recognizes that geologic maps are the primary database for virtually all applied and basic earth-science investigations.  To read copies of the original act and the two reauthorizations, visit: http://ncgmp.usgs.gov/

The objectives of the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program (NCGMP) as outlined in the Act are to:  

1.  Determine the Nation’s geologic framework through the systematic development of geologic maps, such maps to be contributed to the National Geologic Map Database.

2.  Develop complementary national databases (e.g., geophysical and paleontologic databases) that provide value-added information to the National Geologic Map Database.

3.  Apply cost-effective mapping techniques that assemble and disseminate geologic-map information, and that render such information of greater application and benefit to the public.

4.  Develop public awareness of the role and application of geologic-map information to the resolution of national issues of land use management.

For a more detailed look at the NCGMP 5-Year Plan visit: http://ncgmp.usgs.gov/NCGMP5yrplan2000.html

B.  STATEMAP Component of the NCGMP

The primary objectives of the STATEMAP component of the NCGMP are to establish the geologic framework of areas determined to be vital to the economic, social, or scientific welfare of individual States.  The State Geologist shall determine mapping priorities in consultation with a multi-representational State Mapping Advisory Committee.  These priorities shall be based on: a) state requirements for geologic-map information in areas of multiple-issue need or areas of compelling single-issue need, and b) State requirements for geologic-map information in areas where mapping is required to solve critical earth-science problems.  Priorities are not dependent on past agreements with the USGS.

C.  STATEMAP Proposals

Only one proposal will be accepted from each State for FY 2004.   Proposals may contain a number of geologic mapping projects and may include one compilation and/or digitization project.  Or, all projects may be for new mapping if the State chooses.  Projects may contain one or multiple quadrangles in an area.  Each project should: a) be clearly defined and justified, b) be organized around a credible issue or area to be mapped, and c) show a 1:1 Federal/State match.  It is helpful to include a graphic or index map showing the project areas.  While geologic mapping projects may take more than one year to complete, a completely new proposal subject to full review must be submitted each year.  The STATEMAP Review Panel will recommend a funding level for the entire proposal.  If full funding is not granted, an applicant can elect to submit to the STATEMAP Program Coordinator a revised work plan and budget limited to the projects recommended for funding.  Alternatively, an applicant can decline to participate in the program.  

D.  Geologic Map Products

Two types of geologic map products are acceptable to the STATEMAP Program.  One is for new geologic mapping and one is for digital map compilation.  The result envisioned for the digital compilation project is a 1:100,000 scale digital geologic map that will eventually become part of the State database and the National Geologic Map Database.  Note: exceptions will be made where base maps of 1:100,000 scale are generally not available, e.g., Alaska, or where the State Mapping Advisory Committee authorizes another scale.  New geologic mapping should be done primarily at a scale of 1:24,000 or 1:25,000, which is most useful to managers in making decision.  In large States 1:100,000 may be the most appropriate scale.  Where base maps are not available at these scales, exceptions will be made.  

A geologic map is defined as a map that depicts the geographic distribution at the Earth’s surface of bedrock and/or surficial geologic materials and structures, on a published base map showing topography, hydrography, culture, cadastral, and other base information.  Digital geologic maps may also contain a great variety of point data for specific sites, creating a 3-dimensional database.  A geologic map generally includes an explanation, description of map units and symbols, cross sections, and a variety of other information.  

At the end of the one-year grant period, one color copy of each deliverable geologic map (or black and white copy if that is the way you intend to publish the map) should be mailed to the STATEMAP Program Coordinator.  To make filing easier, we would appreciate it if you folded the maps so they will fit in a standard size manila envelope.  It is understood that these maps may be in review and not final products.  The final published map (as an open file or formal series) should be mailed to the STATEMAP Program Coordinator as soon as it is released.

Guidelines for digital STATEMAP products:

STATEMAP digital products should, to the extent feasible, adhere to the following Guidelines.  Please note that the Guidelines (formally adopted by the Association of American State Geologists in 2002) address the general format of digital maps submitted to STATEMAP, and are not strict requirements.  However, STATEMAP participants are encouraged to use them, for the following reasons:

· The Guidelines will help provide to the public more compatible, better documented, and hence more useable map products.  Also, this rudimentary level of standardization should facilitate data sharing and integration among agencies.

· In the long-term, these Guidelines can be more readily adapted to an online, distributed map database of the National Geologic Map Database (NGMDB).
1.  CONFORMANCE TO EXISTING REQUIREMENTS—Digital STATEMAP products (referred to as "products" below) will conform to the respective agency's policies and guidelines for approval and publication of products.  For example, USGS map products contributed to the NGMDB will conform to Discipline and Bureau policies, including the requirements of Executive Order 12906, USGS Manual chapter 504.1, and Geologic Discipline Policy Manual chapter 6.1.3.

2.  SCOPE AND RESPONSIBILITIES—These requirements apply to products intended for release to the public in both formal and open-file series.  Each agency is responsible for promoting conformance of their products to these guidelines.

3.  DATA FORMATS—A specific data format is not required, because of the variety of data systems employed by all cooperators in the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program.  Agencies are, however, urged to provide their map products in one or more commonly used data formats (for example, Arc/Info export and Shape format [or Shape format alone], AutoCAD Map export and DXF format [or DXF format alone]).  If the map data are expressed in a non-proprietary format that is not supported by published documentation, the format should be fully and clearly documented in the product.
4.  ASSOCIATED FILES—All associated files critical to the understanding of the map product should accompany the map data files.  These may include tabular and text files containing attribute data, and lookup tables and color-and-line palettes (e.g., Arc/Info symbolsets and shadesets) to permit users to display the map data interactively to a monitor.

5.  FILE NAMING CONVENTION—For the widest possible usage, agencies may choose to use file names that conform to the "8.3" convention.  This convention specifies that file names be limited to 8 characters or less, followed, if needed, by a period and a 3-character extension.  Although this is becoming an outdated convention, it is a conservative approach to file naming that may help minimize user problems with the map files.  An example would be the file name "readme" or "readme.txt."  The name and extension should be composed entirely of lower-case (not mixed-case) letters, numerals, underscore, and hyphen.  The name should begin with a letter.

6.  COORDINATE SYSTEMS—Map data provided in geographic coordinates (latitude and longitude) is most generally useable.  The author may choose to provide the map data in geographic coordinates and/or in coordinates in the map projection and ground units typically used for maps of that scale and location (e.g., the UTM projection for 30-minute by 60-minute, 1:100,000-scale quadrangle maps, with ground units in meters).  In the metadata and readme files, the horizontal geodetic datum (e.g., NAD27) should be specified.  To avoid loss of data quality due to resampling during projection, raster thematic (e.g., maps showing spatial variation of a single phenomenon, such as geophysical data) should at least be provided in the original, unprojected form.  If the GIS software does not create a file containing essential information about the projection, the author should create a file.

7.  BASE MAP—Wherever possible, map products should be georeferenced to a digital base, preferably the one on which the map was compiled.  As a service to users, the author(s) may elect to include the base map with the product.  This is highly recommended if the base is not published or is not commonly available.  If a digital base was used, and was revised to correct for spatial or attribution errors, it should be supplied (in vector or raster format) with the product or made publicly available at a specified web site.  Revisions to published base maps should be supported with metadata that describes the data processing.  However, not all geologic maps are compiled on a digital base, generally because one is not available.  In such cases, it is suggested that:  a) the base be scanned and georeferenced, b) the geologic map be geoferenced to the base, and c) the base be provided, in vector or raster format, with the product.

8.  METADATA—All geologic- and base-map data should be documented with metadata.  If possible, this metadata should conform to the Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata (CSDGM) of the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC).  Conformance of the metadata to the structure defined in the CSDGM can be determined using the USGS metadata parser "mp."  This parser verifies the specific indented-text format compatible with the Geospatial Data Clearinghouse.  This specification should not, however, preclude each agency from exploring other options for managing metadata, including relational databases.

9.  README FILE—A brief, overall introduction and guide to the product should be included in a plain-text file named "readme" or "readme.txt."  This file should include, but is not limited to, the identity of the product, a brief product description, introductory instructions on how to extract information from the product file(s), a table of contents describing how the product's directories and files are organized, and the location of the detailed metadata.

10.  BROWSE GRAPHIC—A low-resolution "browse" graphics file that represents the finished map product should be provided in GIF, JPEG, TIFF, EPS or PDF format.  This file is intended to be a relatively simple depiction of the data that enables the user to quickly visualize the map from the author's perspective.  Typically, this graphics file is not a fully detailed depiction of the map data; in such cases the graphic should contain, next to the map image, the following disclaimer:  "NOTE: This image is not an authoritative representation of the data."

11.  PLOT FILE—The author also is encouraged to include a "plot file" (preferably PDF or EPS), intended to provide the user with the author's full interpretation of the map data.  Commonly, these plot files are as detailed as published geologic maps.  The decision to include a plot file might be based on the map content and complexity, and the size of the file (Will it, with the map product, fit on the intended media?).  If a plot file is included, the author should note, in the metadata or readme file, the plotter and the RIP (raster-image processor) software with which the map has been plotted successfully, and the dimensions of the plot image.

12.  PRODUCT FILE—The product should be packaged in one or more files, and the file(s) should be compressed using one of the commonly used data-compression formats (e.g, zip, gzip, tar).  The decision whether to use one product file or more should be based on the content and size of the product.  Generally, one product file is preferred because product integrity is more easily maintained.  However, if the product is relatively large and contains an extensive base map and/or a large plot file, the author may choose to package the plot file or base map in a product file separate from the geologic data.  In that case, both product files would contain the readme file.  The author should provide in the readme file the information needed to unpack the product file.  This may include providing URLs where the file-decompression software may be obtained.  The product file is intended to provide users with a simple means for copying the product to a local disk, which is especially helpful for products with many data files.

13.  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION—Potential users of the data may want a brief overview of the product before deciding whether to acquire it.  Therefore, authors should provide the following separate files to accompany the single-archive file containing the product (these are duplicates of files contained in the product): the readme file, the browse graphic, and the metadata file in plain-text and, optionally, in HTML and/or XML format.
PART II.  Timetables, Eligibility, Format Instructions, and Proposal Evaluation

A.  Timetables

Proposal Announcement Date: August 22, 2003  

Closing Date and Time for Proposal Submission:  November 6, 2003 @ 3:00 p.m. 

B.  Eligibility – Who May Submit a Proposal

Only State Geological Surveys are eligible to apply to the STATEMAP component of the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program pursuant to the National Geologic Mapping Act (Public Law 106-148).  Since many State Geological Surveys are organized under a State university system, such universities may submit a proposal on behalf of the State Geological Survey.  State Geological Surveys must have a State Mapping Advisory Committee (or equivalent) meet annually to qualify for funding.  This committee should advise the State Geological Survey on geologic mapping priorities within their State.  A letter of support from the Chair of the State Mapping Advisory Committee must accompany the proposal.  This letter should briefly describe the process used.

State Geological Surveys that have been funded previously under STATEMAP must be in compliance with requirements specified in previous STATEMAP awards and must have no outstanding deliverables (geologic maps) due.  Failure to meet previous award requirements may be grounds for ineligibility as determined by the USGS.

C.  Proposal Format Instructions

Please arrange your proposal according to the format provided below.  Following this format ensures that every proposal contains all essential information, and is evaluated equitably.  (If you include a cover letter, which is NOT necessary, please provide only a single copy and do not staple it to the rest of the copies.)

All proposals shall include the following documents assembled in the order listed (from top to bottom).

1. Standard Form 424, Application for Federal Assistance (Attachment A).  The person who signs the SF-424 in Block 18 must have the authority to bind the State to the terms of the assistance award.  Standard Form 424B, Assurances—Non-construction Programs (Attachment B).  

2. Certifications for Federal Assistance (Attachment C).  
3. Negotiated Rate Agreement.

4. Letter from Chair of State Mapping Advisory Committee.  Please attach a list of committee member names, affiliations, and expertise to the letter.  The letter should discuss the long-range plan, prioritization process, date of the committee meeting, and list of members who attended the meeting.

5. STATEMAP Proposal Summary Sheet (Attachment D).  
6. Proposal Technical Text.  This text should be no longer that 30 pages, no smaller than font size 10, and have 1-inch margins. Remember that a graphic is worth a thousand words, and the Review Panel has many proposals to read.  Exceeding the 30-page limit for this part of the proposal will not be to your benefit.  This text should include the following:

7. Introduction.  The introduction should include the State’s long-range geologic mapping plan, and how the proposal fits into this plan.  It should give a very brief overview of the project objectives and scientific problems to be addressed.  A graphic showing how your long-range plan may relate to population growth, transportation corridors, or some other societal need can be very helpful.  Keep this section short and clear.   

a. Location and Geologic Setting.  A clear, readable map (with scale) showing the location of each project area should accompany the text.  Remember that the Review Panel does not know your State’s geography as well as you do. 

b. Purpose and Justification.  This section should answer a few simple, but important questions.  Why are you doing this mapping?  Who are your customers?  What benefits will society enjoy from the mapping?  If geologic maps already produced nearby have been used by local or state agencies in making decisions, reporting on these outcomes is encouraged.  Avoid boilerplate or major exaggerations in this section. 

c. Strategy for Performing the Geologic Mapping.  This brief section should emphasize aspects of your long-range mapping plan that may influence this work, or aspects of work that appear expensive, such as drilling or helicopter support.  If a project is part of a multiyear effort, explain what will be completed for each year.

d. Preliminary Results and Prior Work.  If you have done any work in the area, especially funded by STATEMAP, a brief summary of findings or outcomes is useful.  

e. Deliverable Geologic Maps.  You should provide an explicit list of geologic maps that will be delivered at the end of the one-year grant period.  If a project requires more than one year to complete, interim maps are still required at the end of the grant year that document significant progress.  When maps are submitted at the end of the grant year, it is recognized that they may be in review, and not in final form.  

f. Project Personnel.  Identify the Principal Investigator first. Then list the other support positions (such as geologist, field assistant, cartographer, or editor).  For each position give the briefest of vita, and state whether the person works for your Survey or elsewhere.

8. Budget sheets (one budget sheet for whole proposal, and one budget sheet for each project)(Attachment E).  These attachments are only a format guide.  You may create your own budget sheet with the same format, but which has more lines for needed itemization.  For each project the amount of contributions from a State Geological Survey must be equal to or greater than the amount requested from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and must be derived from non-Federal sources.  Use your common sense when determining how much to itemize.  If it is a big-ticket item, or a significant proportion of your proposal request, the Review Panel will want to know some details.  The budgets should contain the following:

a. Salaries and Wages.  List names, positions, and rate of compensation.  Salaries or wages for student assistants (both undergraduates and graduate students) are an acceptable cost to the program.  This should only include personnel actively involved in the mapping projects.  Under most circumstances senior management salary/time is covered by the overhead (indirect cost) portion of the budget.  The portion of staff time involved in digitizing, reviewing and map production (to open-file status) can be charged here.  If senior management personnel do some of this actual work, include an explanation of their roles.  Non-state survey staff working on the project should also be included, if they are being supported by other state funding (see below under cost share).  The budget sheet should include the total time, rate of compensation, and job title or role for each person.  If contract employees are hired under a different category in the budget, their total time, rate of compensation, job titles, and roles should also be explained.

b. Fringe Benefits.  Propose your rates/amounts.  If rates are audit approved, include a copy of the audit agreement and/or the name of the audit agency.

c. Field Expenses.  Briefly itemize the estimated travel costs (i.e., number of people, number of travel days, per diem rate, mileage rate, airfare, transportation, and any other travel costs).  Note:  The STATEMAP Review Panel has determined that travel to meetings of professional societies is not an acceptable expense.  
d. Other Direct Cost Line Items To List.  

--Supplies.  List costs for office and laboratory supplies, including base maps, aerial photographs, petrographic thin sections, and other office and laboratory supplies.  Please itemize.

--Equipment.  Federal STATEMAP funds are not intended for the purchase of computer hardware, software, or other nonexpendable property, but can, if necessary, be used for the purchase of software site licenses.

--Drilling.  Describe drilling costs.

--Map digitization costs.

--Contractual services.  Identify proposed contractors (individual or corporate) and provide the criteria by which contractors will be, or have been selected.

--Printing.  Federal STATEMAP funds are not intended for State printing of multicolored or quality black-and-white versions of geologic maps produced in the program, nor can the cost to a State for such printing be used as a matching cost for Federal funds.

--Routine computer maintenance contracts, and charges for computer time are NOT acceptable costs (these should be covered by the indirect costs).  If map digitization is to be contracted out, then it should be identified here.  Explain and justify any extraordinary items.

e. Total direct charges.  Totals for items a - d.

f. Indirect Charges.  Show proposed rate and amount.  Proposals must include a copy of the negotiated indirect cost rate agreement.  Be sure that indirect charges apply only to those direct cost items allowable under the negotiated cost rate agreement.  Usually sub-contract direct costs are either excluded from indirect charges, or there is a cap on the amount of subcontract costs eligible for indirect charges.  
Important Notes: The 1999 Reauthorization of the National Geologic Mapping Act (Public Law 106-148) states that the USGS and recipients of STATEMAP grants shall not use more than 15.25 percent of the Federal funds to pay indirect, servicing, or program management charges (which is equivalent to 18% of total direct costs).  Total.  Total for items e and f.

Regardless of the State’s federally negotiated indirect cost rate, a State must show a 50:50 match of the total direct costs and no more than 18% on the Federal indirect cost line.  Up to 18% of a State’s total direct costs may be used as a State match on the State’s indirect cost line.  States with a federally negotiated indirect cost rate higher than 18% may not use the higher rate to generate an additional State match.  If a State chooses (or is required) to show a higher than 18% rate on the State’s indirect cost line, the result will be a higher State budget total than the Federal budget total.

9. Published Map(s).  If your State Geological Survey has received prior STATEMAP support, please include one or more published geologic maps.  These will be shown to the Review Panel during deliberations, so that they may better appreciate the quality and scope of products supported by STATEMAP.  Please provide only one copy of each published map.

10. Bibliography.  Include a bibliographic list of all maps and reports funded in whole or part by the Program that were published in the previous year.  Metadata for these publications should be entered into the National Geologic Map Database catalog.

D.  Proposal Evaluation

STATEMAP proposals will be reviewed by an eight (8) member peer panel.  Five (5) members will be State Geologists selected by the Association of American State Geologists.  Three (3) members will be USGS geologists, including the STATEMAP Program Coordinator, who will act as Chair and who will choose the other two USGS members.  The State Geologists will act as lead reviewers, and the USGS geologists will provide regional expertise about USGS programs to avoid any duplication of geologic mapping effort.

Evaluation Criteria.  All proposals will be considered in accordance with the criteria listed below. Each reviewer will complete an evaluation form for each proposal reviewed, and the evaluation forms will become part of the official proceedings record at the conclusion of the Review Panel meeting.  NOTE:  To avoid any conflict of interest, no panelist may vote on a proposal from his or her State Geological Survey or State agency; nor may any panelist take part in any discussion with other panel members about his or her State’s proposal. 

1.  State Mapping Advisory Committee (10 points).  

a.  Is the committee broad based and balanced?

b.  Is a letter from the committee chair included?

c.  Does the letter explain both the State’s mapping priorities and the process by which priorities were reached?

d.  Are the names and affiliations of each committee member listed?

2.  Purpose of geologic mapping (15 points).

a.  Does the State Geological Survey have an intermediate- to long-range plan?

b.  How well does the proposal relate to that plan?

c.  Does the proposed mapping respond to societal or customer needs? 

d.  Does the proposed mapping address the goals of the National Geologic Mapping Act?

3.  Technical Quality of the Proposal (40 points).

a.  Are scientific objectives clearly stated?

b.  Is the text well written and consistent with information in the budget?

c.  Are the figures easy to read and clearly explained?

d.  Are the deliverables for each project listed?

e.  Does the proposal stress what is important and new?

4.  Budget Clarity and Justification (15 points)

a.  Does each project have a 1:1 match of Federal and State funds?

b.  Does the budget clearly show each employee name, salary rate, and length of time employed on each project?

c.  Are staff sufficient to accomplish the proposed goals?

d.  Are all field expenses, supplies, and other expenses adequately itemized?

e.  Are all items included as indirect cost appropriate?

f.  Are contract employees clearly distinguished from those already on the State Geological Survey payroll?

5.  Products from previous cooperative agreements (20 points).

a.  Have all deliverables been submitted in a timely fashion?

b.  What is the quality of the deliverables?

PART III.  Proposal Delivery and Submission Instructions

Applicants are held responsible for their proposals being in the USGS Office of Acquisition and Grants by November 6, 2003 @ 3:00 p.m.  A proposal received after the closing date and time may not be considered for award.  If it is determined that a proposal will not be considered due to lateness, the applicant will be so notified immediately.  All packages entering the USGS facility are subject to inspection and/or x-ray.  Proposal packages may be delivered by hand to the address given below.  The Office of Acquisition and Grants will accept hand delivered proposals daily, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:15 p.m., except Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal holidays. 

Please submit one stapled original proposal and eight stapled copies, including attachments to the following address:


U.S. Geological Survey


Office of Acquisition and Grants


Attn:  Kimberly Dove, MS 205G, Room 6A331


12201 Sunrise Valley Drive


Reston, Virginia   20192

PART IV.  General Provisions

A.  General Provisions of the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program

By accepting Federal assistance, your organization agrees to abide by the provisions of the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program, namely the National Geologic Mapping Reauthorization Act of 1999, Public Law 106-148 (visit: http://ncgmp.usgs.gov/), and OMB Circular A-16 “Coordination of Surveying, Mapping and Related Spatial Data Activities http://www.whitehouse.gov/OMB/circulars/a016/a016.html.

B. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circulars

By accepting Federal assistance, your organization agrees to abide by the applicable OMB Circulars in the expenditure of Federal funds and performance under this program.  However, a State can propose other circulars in their proposal if these circulars are not applicable.

1.  OMB Circular A-87 “Cost Principles for State, Local and Indian Tribal Governments.”

http://www.whitehouse.gov/OMB/circulars/a087/a087-all.html

2.  OMB Circular A-102 “Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants-in-Aid to State and Local Governments.” http://www.whitehouse.gov/OMB/circulars/a102/a102.html

3.  OMB Circular A-133 “Audits of States, Local Governments, and on-Profit Organizations.” http://www.whitehouse.gov/OMB/circulars/a133/a133.html

C.  Rights in Technical Data

The U.S. Government may publish, reproduce, and use all technical data developed as a result of this assistance award in any manner and for any purpose, without limitation, and may authorize others to do the same.  However, the STATEMAP Program Coordinator agrees that full review by the State Geologist will occur prior to any use of release of any geologic materials and full credit will be given to the State Geological Survey.

D.  Publication

1. Publication of the results of any project carried out under this assistance award is authorized in map or publication “series” of State Geological Surveys.  Publication includes conventional format in paper copy, reproducible mylar or similar material, and electronic format as digital files on computer readable disk, CD-ROM, or similar medium.  Maps submitted to journals, professional organizations, or commercial firms, for publication shall be accompanied by the following notation:

“This map and explanatory information is submitted for publication with the understanding that the United States Government is authorized to reproduce and distribute reprints for governmental use.”

2. Program Credit.  All geologic maps resulting from any project carried out under this assistance award resulting wholly or in part from the cooperative agreement shall bear a cooperative statement in the map header, on the title page of an accompanying explanatory text, and in the acknowledgments that accompany the map or any resulting report.  This credit shall read: 

“This geologic map was funded in part by the USGS National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program.”

3. Disclaimer.  All maps and explanatory text submitted for publication by professional societies or commercial firms shall carry the following notation: 

“The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and should not be interpreted as necessarily representing the official policies, either expressed or implied, of the U.S. Government.”

E.  Funding

1. The STATEMAP program is required by statute (Public Law 106-148) to be carried out on a 1:1 matching basis; each recipient must match each Federal dollar with a non-Federal dollar.  The non-Federal share may be contributions of services or cash provided to contractors to perform geologic mapping or other services directly applicable to proposed work on the project.  The specific source(s) of the State contribution, such as State legislative appropriation, must be provided in the proposal.  The 1:1 ratio, however, does not prevent States from securing additional funds from other tax-supported entities to increase the level of work that is accomplished in a region. The Program encourages multiple partnerships, as they enhance the production of geologic maps.  However, Federal regulations prohibit the matching of Federal funds with other Federal funds.  Consequently, third-party funding arrangements, though encouraged, should be viewed as adding additional activities that are accounted for separately from the USGS-State-matching funds agreement.

2. Performance of projects funded by this program will conform to OMB Circular A-16 (revised).  As noted in that circular, use of USGS funds for the purchase of equipment will not be authorized.

3. Funds for the 2004 National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program and in turn, STATEMAP awards, will not be available until enactment of the Department of the Interior Appropriations.  Since it is anticipated that awards will not be announced until January 15, 2004, proposed project start dates should not begin prior to 

March 15, 2004.  NOTE:  An award grant issued by the USGS Office of Acquisition and Grants is required for the State agency to obligate USGS funds.  Notification of a successful proposal does not constitute authority to incur costs funded by USGS money.  Costs may be incurred only after the receipt of an award signed by the Contracting Officer of the USGS.

4. Requests for no-cost extensions shall be forwarded to the Contracting Officer for consideration not later than 30 days prior to the requested end date.  After discussion with STATEMAP Program Coordinator, the Contracting Officer will make a final decision on a case-by-case basis and notify the Recipient in writing.  Asking for a no-cost extension in no way jeopardizes the success of a future proposal.  However, if a State asks for a no-cost extension, it cannot extend past the date that the STATEMAP Review Panel meets for the next funding cycle.  

5. Non-state-survey "appropriate" state cost share requires at least three basic pieces of documentation: (1) a letter or other official piece of paper from the proposed source of the non-state-survey cost share clearly committing to the cost share and, as specifically as possible, identifying the exact nature of the share (i.e., timing, dollars, equipment, services, personnel, etc.); (2) specific information in the Strategy for Performing the Geologic Mapping section that links the non-state-survey cost share directly and convincingly to the proposed geologic mapping activities; (3) specific information in the budget materials that shows how the non-state-survey cost share will match Federal dollars, category-by-category, and in sufficient detail to corroborate the descriptive material in the Strategy section. Actual or apparent costs caused by the required indirect (overhead) rate (18% total costs) being less than the State Survey’s negotiated cost agreement are not a permissible cost share contribution.

F.  Method of Payment/Financial Reporting Requirement

The U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) is using the Health and Human Services (HHS) Payment Management System (PMS) to provide electronic invoicing and payment for assistance award recipients.  The Recipient has established or will establish an account with PMS.  With the award of each grant/cooperative agreement, a subaccount will be set up from which the Recipient can draw down funds.  The subaccount number will be shown in block 4 of the face page of each award or modification.

Payments will be made available through the PMS.  The PMS is administered by the

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), Division of Payment Management of the Financial Management Service, Program Support Center.  The DHHS will forward instructions for obtaining payments to the recipients.  Inquiries regarding payment should be directed to:  






Division of Payment Management 






Department of Health and Human Services






P.O. Box 6021






Rockville, MD 20852

The Division of Payment Management web address is www.dpm.psc.gov.  Problems or questions with electronic draw down procedures should be directed to Tonja Thomas at (301) 443-9141 or Leslie Treanor at (301) 443-6831.

The recipient will submit a completed SF-269A, Financial Status Report 

(Attachment F), to the Contracting Officer within ninety (90) days of the end of the period of performance.  

-- END OF PROGRAM ANNOUNCMENT --
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