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PREFACE

The Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Enpincering Record {I1ABSTHAFER),
Hobert J. Kapsch, chief, undertok this project in January 1988 a1 the request of America’s Industrial
Heritage Project (AIHP), Randy Cooiey, director. AITIP encompasses & ning-county region--Bedford, Blair,
Cambria, Fayeue, Fullor, Huniingdon, Indiana, Somerset and Wesimoreland countics in soulhwesiern
Peansylvania. Developed by the National Park Service ir 19856, the project focuses on the develupment,
enhancement and interpretation of coal, iron znd ste¢lmaking, wyapsportation, and related industrial themes
and how these themes can be incorporated inte regional tourism promation and cconomic revitalization
clfons while invalving regional scenie, recreational, culiwal, and naiural resources,

[ncorporating a number of these industrial themes, (his swady was originally designed 10 identify the
salient physical characteristics of cual company towns in sonthwestern Pennsylvania, but in the course of
investipation, il became apparent that these communitics have much more in common than just archilceture
and planning. As a result, 1his report addreiscs 2 wide range of subjecis pertaining to coal lowns, such as
labor relations, ethniciry, and lifestyle. Margarel M. Muirooney, HABS historian, was the sole researchor
and author of this volume. A great nuember of people aided in the proeparation of this repodt, but the
author woold particularly like to thank the residents of Colver, Windber and Star Jenction, Pennsylvania,
for their kindness, cooperation and tremerdous penerosily.
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There is no truth more evident
than that without coal there could naot have been
such marvelpus yocial and industrial progress
as makes present-day civilization.

- - Preamflea In the Constitution of
the Inrernational  Uiniom,
Unitad Mine Workers of America
organizad  January 25, 1880,







CHAFPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

During the summer of 1987, the Historic
American Engineéring Record conducted a de-
tailed survey of indusirial sites in Cambria and
Blair counties. At the same, represenlatives of
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Com-
mission conducted a broad, preliminary reconais-
sance survey of parricelarly significant sites in the
entire nine-county region. Information gleancd
from these two surveys indicated that Somh-
western Pennsyivania's coul company towns pos-
sessed {ive major characteristics:

1) Each town was financed, built, owoed and
operaled by only one company. Unlike other
single-enterprise towns, the primary employer
wias also the primary landholder. In this dual
capacily, the company determined not only the
economic characler of the communily, bul the
social, political and cultural character as weil.

2) Houses in these towns erded 10 be
1wo-slory, wood-frame siructures, whether
detached or semi-detached, with [Dur or six
rooms pet dwelling wnit. (For the purposes of
1his study, this house-form will be referred 1o as
the Pennsylvania miners dwelling.)

3) There was a clear hierarchy of archileciure in
each wwn that separated management from
labor apd reinforced ideas of ethnic and occupa-
tional segregalion.

4) Houses wilthin a given communily were
remarkably similar in siyle and malerials since
consiruciion was carried oul as cheaply as
possible.

) Coal towns shared a similaniry of spatial
arcangement.  In almost all cases, the location
of the mine site and 15 associated buildings

reccived primary considerations while housing
wok a secondary role.  Newcriheless, housing
was always located near the work site to
maximize efficiency.

The primary goal of this project was 10 [ormally
establish these charactenistcs through a literaure
scarch, interviews with local residents and wind-
shield surveys of aclual Wwns. While seme of
these characteristics may be fownd in other forms
of settlement, the oocwrrence of all Iive togelher
is 1ypical of Southwestern Pennsylvania coal
company 1owhs.

Through the course of this investigation several
other physical (raits were recognized. These
include: a grid or linear plan; a company slore;
Open sewer sysiems; narrow, deep housing lots;
individual gardens; unpaved stroels; and ¢leciric
light. In addition 1o these siriking physical
similarities, this study found thal these towns
have strong social, political, economic, ethnic and
colturai parallels, suggesting that company towns
have a wniformity thal transcends mere planning
and architeclure.

Recognizing that a true potirais of these
communities would best be revealed by example,
detailed monographs on three individual coal
towns were ulso incorporated ingo this volume.
The three towns--5tzr Junction, Windbor and
Colver--were chasen to gepresent the Spuolh-
western Pennsylvania coal company 1vwn becausc
each possessed the five major fraits (See ligure
1-1). Howewer, €ach town also had ceriain
unique features of ils own. For this reason, they
should be seen as representatives of a broad
trend, and not as the "hest™ or "most exemplary”
of the region’s coal Lowns.



Star Junction is the oldest of the (hree lowns,
Located in Fayetie County, Star Junchon's
ceonemic livelihood depended upon the produc-
tion of coke, & metallurgical fuel derived (rom
raw coal. The town and its coke works were
buwift in 1893 by the Washington Coal and Coke
Company and reflected housing problems that
wire peculiar 1o the coke indusiry. Windber was
ltupded in 1897 by the Berwind-White Coul
Mining Company along the northern border of
Somersel County, Inended (o serve as a
regional head-guarters for the company’s weslem
mining uperations, Windber consists of an
independent urban center surrounded by eleven
dependent mining setilements.  As the largest
and most complex Of the three company owns,
Windber reveals the special considerations
required by 4 corporate cenler.  Colver, on the
olther hand, is a small, scil-contained community.
Buiit by the Ebensburg Coal Company in 1911,
Culver developed atmost iwo decades after Star
Junction and Windber and, thercfore, incorpor-
wles more of the indusirial housing reforms
promoted dating the Progressive Era than its
older Counterparis.

In addition to establishing the charactenistics
of Pennsylvania’s bituminous coal wowns, Lhis
report also addresses how Lhe built environment
in these coal wwns reflected the historic
relationship betwgen management and labor in
the bituminous coal indusiry. Evidence shows
that the actual siz¢, form, and placemem of
min¢rs’ housing manifesied employers’ aniudes
toward cerlain ethnic groups and occupational
lovels. This theme recurs throughout the volume,
but is the particular focus of chapiers 6 and 7.
FEor this reason, (he last twoe chaplers are more
analytic than descriptive.

In conduciing the picliminary literature
search (or this project, i became evident thal
although a wide body of primary and secondary
documents relating specifically to industrial
housing exists, there has never been a compre-
hensive study of American company lowns. Sim-
ilarly, there is a preat deal of information relating
specifically 10 housing in American mining towns,
hut it is mostly descriptive in nature and lacks
any kind of comparative analysis. As early as

1934, before the coal industry sank nw ns final
decline, geographer Raymond Morphy made
plea for 1the increased study of mining
scltlemenls:

The investigation of mining tegions reveals
the interplay of the mining process with other
elements of the locai seuing, including the
peopie who work in the mings, the houses
they live in, the transportation pattern, the
other industeics that are present, and the
other ilems thal go o make up the unique
character of the l't‘.gil::m.*r

Ualike manufaciuring industries, exiractive
indusiries are limiicd by geology. Thus, the geol-
ogy of the coalfields detcrmined the location of
coal-related settllements. Despite 1his close corre-
fation between geolopy and sciilement, litile at-
tention had been given to the impact of the in-
dustry upon the landscape. Unfortunately, by 1he
time geopraphers like Murphy turncd their alien-
tion 10 the coalfields, many valuable resources
were already pone. Somewhat prophetically, in
1962, one scholar of Pennsylvania coal lowns
stated,

Perhaps the propitious time for a study such
as this was a decade or ¢ ago when some of
the presently unobrainable information was
still in cxistence and some of the settlemcnts
that have since disappeared were still siand-
ing. It appears likely that in a decade or lwo
hence, the task of assembling unpublished
dara might be so great as o deler
investigation.?

Nowy that it is a "decade or two hence” this pre-
diction has been proven ¢orrect in many cases.

[n the past, most of the atiention paid 10 com-
pany towns has been focused on the so-called
"modcl company towns." Lowell (Maj, Pullman
{IL}, Hopedale (MA}, Manchester (NH) and
Harrisvilie (NH) are some of the better kaown
company towns in the United States, byt in ac-
tuality, the very fealures that have made them
the subject of so much study are also the reasans
why they stand out as anomalics.”
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Junction, Windber and Colver, Adapted by author from 1587 ALHF Action Flan.

Eesearch conducted lor this study indicales
that living condilions in coal wowns more closely
resembde life: in the typical company town of the
carly wentieth century than any of the above
because most coal lowns were never intended to
be "modet” ecommunities. Towns like Windber
may appear to refule this siaement, but close
analysis indicutes that such communities were
"model” in name anly.

Although there has been no comprehensive
study of Américan coal towns o date, therc are
several noteworthy books on the subject of coal
housing in a specific gengraphic area: Peter
Roberts’ classic Anthrucite Coal Comminitics
(I Amihony F. ©. Wallace's 5t. Clair {1987);
and Donald Miller and Richard Sharpiess’ The
Kinpdom of Coal (1985) are examples, but they
focus only an the anthracite towns of eastern
Fennsylvania,  Similarly, Katherine Harvey's The
Best Dresscd Mincrs (1969) discusses only the
Maryland costliclds, and Ronald D. Eller's
Miners, Millhands and Mountaineers (1982)

focuses mostly on Appalachian mining wwns,
The Bureau of Labor Stavistics’ 1917 teport un
hitominous £oal company housing probably comes
closest to establishing a nationwide conlext; the
Bureaw conducted a survey of 713 firms through-
out the United Siates that provided company
housing, bul the report was only meanl o be
representative of major trends.  While Chaprer 7
of this report does address regional differences
betwsaen cowl (owms, far more research and lield
work {3 noocssary to [l this gap.

In the past, mosi research projects undertaken
by the Hisuwic American Baildings Survey have
focnsed on individual baildings or inventorics of
individual buildings within a cily, town or neigh-
borhood. In boih cases, the acquisition of de-
tailed information regarding the age, style, mater-
ials, occepation and use of the structures lormed
the base of inguiny. Unlike most settlemenis,
coal towns aré primarily comprised of dozens of
identical dwellings built by the same person or
persons for 8 more or less homogensous popuala-



tion. For this reason, a house-to-house survey of
the type usually executed by HABS was decmed
inappropriate.  [nstead, it was decided w in-
vestinate each town as a4 whole, and t place the
wwns inte an histarical context. As a resull, the
methodology of this project differed shaeply from
previous HLABS projects.

A glance at the biblicgraphy for cach town
reviils that litile primary written material on
Colver, Windber and Star Junction survives.
duest af the material available lakes the form of
centennial celebration books or local newspapor
artiches, While vseful in establishing dates, the
centennial books presented several problems:
The Windber centennials were published by a
company-owned newspaper and appear slanted in
their porirayal of the bencelits provided oy the
Benwvind-White Company; the Perryopolis cea-
tennials obviowsly had only limited information
on Star Junction, Most of the newspaper anicles
wsed were found in a vertical file at the Cambris
County Historical Society. There are probably
magy more articles about Colver, Windber and
Star Junction, but while microfilmed, hisloric
papers are seldom indexed. Due to time con-
strainls, it was impossible o search through back
issucs of the Windber Era, Iohnstown Daily Tri-
bune, and The Connellsville Courier, although
these and other newspapers are available W the
public. A photocopy of a chronicle writken by
the chief engincer of the Cambria and Indizna
Railroad provided a surprising amount of detail-
&d information on housing in both Colver and
Windber,

Because of this lack of wrilten souroes, visual
materials like photographs ook on ¢ven greater
importance, although locating them was often 2
Lrying expericnce.  In Windber, Theresa Ledney
af the Windber Museum was cxtremaly accomnto-
daiing by opening the muscum’s hisloric pholo-
graph coltection during off-scason hours. Betty
and Bob Palonder of Perryopolis were fikewise
gracious cnough to permil their prvale collection
of Star Junction photographs [0 be copicd, a3
were Walter and Lavinnie Woodward of Smock.
The extensive and much-talked-about collection
al John Pollock, however, was inaccessible, Al
Colver, various members of The community have

donmied their pictures and scraphooks w o
community collection in the care of Max Vassu-
nelli, who immediacly volunteered 1o share i
upon hearing of this project. Many other privale
collections no doutd exist bol have yet 1o be dis-
covered,

When they conld be found, hisloric maps
proved very uselul. There are five complewe sets
of Sanborn-Perris fire insurance maps lor the ¢y
uf Windber for the years between 1899 and 1924
The same company also mapped Culver in 1923,
but Star Junction was not mapped a1 zll. There.
lare, in the case of Colver and Star Junction,
historic topographic and county plal maps were
uscd to Ol in the gaps. The Ul 5. Steel Mining
office in Washington, Pennsylvania, was able 1o
provide ene pood map of Star Junction, but it
was not daled and had been much altered,
Meveriheless, when wsed in conjunction with o,
written and other visual soorces, such maps
greally facililated the scarch fur information.

In rescarching 4 company lwn, cotnpany re-
vords are among the most informative docunments
one may find. Sadly, most of the records of the
Ehensburg Coal Company, Washington Coal and
Coke Company, and Berwind-White Coal Mining
Company have been o3t or destroved. Sources
like tent books, construction drawings, maps, and
ledpers are rare, but & few have servived. When
the Berwind-White Coal Mining Company ewucu-
aied jts office building in Windber, preatr piles of
ol pay records, accounl books, coTrespondence
and the like were burned or thtown away, A few
ilems were salvaged os mMomentog and, surprising-
Iy, an indexed cache of original drawings survives
in an oW vault in the Windber Municipal Build-
ing. These were an exeiting find and served as

an invaluable source of information aboul minets’

housing,

OF all the sources wtilized for whis study, the
most valuable, by [ar, were the residents and
houses themsehves.  Several of thase inletvicwed
were mel by chance in the course of heldwork,
while others were introduced by a local contace.
Rila Balentine, of the Laurcl Highlands Tourism
Oifes and a resident of Star Junction, was pur-
ticularly genercus with her time, locating



koowledgeable individuals and arranping meet-
ings. Cvril Griglack, of Perryopolis, was also
helpful. At Colver, a casual swp inte Ralph
Costelln's barbershop found several retired min-
vrs who were more than happy 1o discuss lifle and
work under the Ehensburg Coal Company.” The
intervicws did not follow a formal plan, but ra-
ther consisted of 3 serics of similar questions.
Answers 0 these questions were neted in long-
hand, as were pertinent parts ol the conversa-
tions which followed. Often, the inlenviewoes
would volunleer additional information that
would prompt other questions. Thé information
in cach interview thercfore differs according 1o
when, in the course of the rescarch, the persen
was questioned.  Everyone inlervicwed was ©0-
operalive and paticnt; uile a few were surpriscd
thal anyang was interested in their 1own i all.
Some of 1he persons interviewed opeped Lheir
nomes for [nspection, and a fow allowed
measurements to be taken for floor plans.

Windshicld surveys of the 0wns werg an
integral part of the study. Houscs that were
undergeing altorations were cspecially susceptible
to ¢lose observation, as was the Palo house in
White Row, Star Junction, and 805 8th 51. in
Colver. Similarly, questions aboul a "Tor Sale’
sign on #n abandoned company house a1 Euoreka
Mo, 42 led to g complew: tour of that slruciore.
As it waraed oul, thal house was praclically un-
altered and ils floor plan was an excellenl can-
didate for measuring,

The information gathered for this repart is
presented in (hree parts. Part Lincludes a brict
explanation of the hisiory of industrial housing in
the United Siates and an introduction 1o
American coal towns. Part 1I contains five
chapuers of which three provide detailed
information on Star Junction, Windber and
Colver, respectively. These include historics of
the companics and a discussion of cach own's
ptanning and development, archileoiure, ethnicity,
and labor relations, Again, Star Junction,
Windber and Colver are not necessarily the most

L

inlact o mast significant coal wwamns in the e
gion, but instcad arc offered as three pood ox-
amples of the southwestern Pennsylvania coal
company wwn. Part 1l also coniains o bricf
summary of the three towns and a discussion of
pccupational status, mobility and housing. Fan
I examines regional diflerences in miners' hows-
ing in order (o establish & geographical contest
for the Pennsylvania miners” dwelling,

Mutes
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"'Trn.ditiona]ly, a miner was tha sole prraon responmble
for extracting coal, and performed all necessary work 1y
himeelf or with a BUDDY; after mechanisatian agurred in
the late nineteenth cenktury, minam were subdivided ac-
cording to the apecific work they did. MINER has since
been used ar 3 collective berm which applics Lo any tnine
worker. Refar to the glossary for oo explanation of oiher
mrining terms and occupations.







PART I: OVERVIEW







COAPTER 2

TUHE COAL COMPANY TOWN

As a distinet building tvpology, company
housing in the United Staics dates o the
beginning of the factony system in the carly mine-
tecth cenlury. By 1916, when the Burean of
Libor Statistics conducied a survey of indus-
trial housing, it was estimated thal well over
1,000 companies provided accommodations [or
their emplovees, Unlike other firms, which con-
structed only houses, bituminous coal companies
were noted for the complete wWowns they created
and the particular approach 1o labor management
they followed. By the close of the nincteenth
contury, i1 was clear thal coal company towns had
coriain unique problems that did not apply to
albier forms of seillement. Chiel among these
wits the denial of civil Tiberties; residents of com-
pany houses could not speak out against unfair
labor practices and paoor living conditions because
they faced eviction and biacklisting, For the
most part, these problems occurred because the
company retained ownership of all property in
the communiry. In response, numerous skte, fe-
doral and private organizations sponsored inves-
tigations of coal company towns and published
articles and teports of their Mindings.  Many made
rccommendations designed o improve the Life of
the bituminous coal miner, but 25 ownership and
contral of most company Lowns ultimately rested
in private hands, substantial changes did nol
occur until after World War [I.

The purpnse of this chapter, then, is to es-
tablish an historical context for Star Junction,
YWindber and Colver by discussing the following:
why companics built housing for employees, what
precedents for coal company housing existed,
whal were Lhe characteristics of cosl towns: what
were the problems of coal towns, and how were
Lhese problems resolved, if al all,

Company Housing

For the most pats, emplovers provided accom-
modations for emplovees because there was a

dearth of svitable dwellings lor workers near Lhe
wirrk site.  Early housing vensisted of single-
family homes or small inns.  Bolh wore con-
sidered madeguale 1o the needs of a growing
indusirial population, however, with the resuit
thal, by the carly nineteenth century, company
housing had developed o 2 full-fledged 1own
complete with company-buill stores, schools and
churches.

Although it is uncicar when empioyers began
howosing iheir emplovees, it can be salely stated
that all company housing was intended to aceont-
plish several related poals:  Qirst, 1 sitracy libor,
and second, to reduce turnover. By providing
inexpensive dwellings, employers hoped 1o redogy
transiency and promote stability and lovalty to
the company. While employers realized the ne-
cessily of providing housing, 1hey did not do so
for aliruistic reasons. Practically speaking, em-
ployers intended that company housing produce a
reasonable profit in iself. The most important
beneft pained by establishing company-owned
housing, however, was greater control of the
labor supply. As the U 5. Department of Labor
concluded in 1917, "A howsed labor supply 15 3
controlled labor tiupnpi;v."‘r Indeed, company
towns are 45 renowned for their particular brand
of labuor relations as they are for uniform houwses
and grid plans.

As each new mine was opensd, mine enpincers
would lay oul and build housing,  Built in close
proximily to the mine site, mine workers’ housing
thus became irrevocably associated with indusiny
rather than architecture. Analysis of cxisling
towns and documents indicates that the sias,
shape, material and arrangement of the houscs
within 1the wwn plan reflecicd companics’ ati-
tudes regarding the ethnicity and occupational
states of their work fonae.  In addition, he rulcs
and regulalions poverning occupation of workers'
houses were o numerous fhal the companics
influence extended into the home as well as Lhe



workplace, Thus, in many respects, the town be-
camé the embodiment of the company, particalar-
ly later in the century when abseniog cOIpora-
tions controlled many communitics 4t 0pe HMe.
This was typically the casc in the coal industry
where lirms like Carnegie Steel, ULS, Steel,
Berwind-White Coal Mining Co., H.C. Frick
Coke Co. and others pwned exlensive lands
throaghout Pennsylvania, West Virginia and
Ilinois. By 1900, coal towns already pussessed
the physical and conceptual characieristics that
would distinguish them from ather company
wwns. Cver time, these fraits formed the corc
of a distinct ogal company wwn keolory.

The Routs of American
Industrial Housing

[ndustrial housing policies of the early
twenticth century were hased on thase of
cightesnth- and nineteonth-century iron and tex-
tile manulacturers. In addition 10 creang a
mexde] or workers” housing, these early indus-
trialists established an idevlogical prevedent for
dealing with tabor. Their philosophy 1s often
referred to as paternalisol

Dating ftom the late cighteenth and early
ninetecnth eenturies, the oldest surviving workers'
houses reflect 2 Jdistingt departure [rom contem-
porary domestic forms,  Rural textile mill opees-
tives” houses, for example, were built close ta-
gother in neat, equally spaced rows or clusters in-
stead of being surrounded by large wracts of Jand.
They differed, too, in size and placement. Within
the commubity, workers' houoses were localed in
walking distance of the mill or factory.” More-
over, the houoses tejecied individuality and were
as identival as the owner or employer could make
them.

This sugpests that "workers’ housing” required
something totally different from any other kind
of housing industrialisis knew, Bul in fact, a
more accurate conclusion might be that (he in-
hahitants were different; carly industrialiss fclt
that a new class of workers had developed and
that this class necessitated a new, appropriate
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form ol housing. Actually, it appears 1hat in-
dustrialists just assumed these workers had dif-
[erenl needs and buill accordingly.  This assomp-
tion was later expanded to the belicl that differ-
cnt occupalions and cthnic groups alse required
different housing, The result was segregation of
cmployess by occupational stales, marital status,
ruce, sex and religion within indostrial
coHmmutitics.

Textile mill villages and iron planiations were
among the first industrial communitics 1o arise in
the colonies. Small, distinct seltlemenis, they
were gencrally found in rural locations, isolated
from olher communitics wel Clase O raw malgr-
ials and transporiation networks, Like Lheir
coul-mining counterparts, most iron and textile
mill empluyess Tived in tenant houses near the
worksite, although some kad their own homes
ncarby.? The iron master or mill owner lived on
site, too. Typically, his house was larger, more
elaborale and casily distinguished from those of
his operatives, crealing a distinel hicrarchy. Un-
like miners' housing, irctworkers and millhands
penerally lived in simple, une-and-a-haif-story
struciures wilh ong or bwo fooms.  Imeresungly,
there is evidence that cighteenth-century
American mill owners may have based their oper-
alives' housing on the "neal and womioriable col-
tages" buill by conlemporary iron masters and
coal owners.” There 18 also a strong possibility
thal carly Amcrican iron masters and coal opera-

wrs may have adapied Welsh and Enplish miners’

housing 10 suit their needs. Later, some of the
carly-ninetcenth-century coal and ifon companics
uf western Maryland buill houses "in the English
fashion.™ Considering Lhat many iron manofae-
lurers, miners and coal Gperalors in the
cighteenth and nineclesnth conturies were
immigrants from England, Wales, Scotland and
Ircland, the influcnee of their patbve industrial
housing practices must have been great.

It alse seems likely that, in addition to housing,
carly Amcrican industrialists adapied European
methods of labor manugement. Although hisior.
ically associated wilh the (cudal sysiem, pater-
nalism was considered well-suited to industry,
1oc.  As the name implies, palernalism endeavor-
cd 1o ieat cmployees as a father would his



children.  Drawn from the histaric tradition of
noblesse obige, paternalism operaled on 1he
¢litist assumption Lhat cmplovers were somehow
vosted with absoluwe authority over their
emplovecs by virtue of their higher moral and
cconomic standing in (e social sirata, In
Rockdale, Anthony Wallave points out thad
Republican America maintained a visible order
"pased on the excrcise of power by men of
capital, of polirical positien, of judicial

authority and of religious eminence.  With that
power came Lhe responsibilily to nse that posi-
tion as God's sleward on Farth: 10 punish those
who made mistakes or behaved wrongly, 45 par-
ents punished childven . . " Seuapart by their
position, the nineteenti-contury managerial class
viewed the lower (laboring) classes as not only
inferior in education, power and wealth, Hut alsn
in moral strength and emotional sensibiliny.
Poverty and failore were therefore seen as the re-
sults of personal shortcomings and vices. The
poor, transien, and idle were considered partica-
latly susceptible 1o immorality and in nged of
proteciion. By the same token, hard work, disci-
plinc and stability were associatcd with virtue.”

In general, well-edueated, early-nineleenth-
century empleyers were no doubl familiar with
the principles of John Locke and Benjamin Rush,
which held that individuals were mallcable and,
thercfiore, changeanle. Dy applying strong moral
restraints, social ills vould be corrected.  Owners
who advocated temperance, stability, theifi, Jili-
genee and obadience thus turned their operations
into the embodiment of virtne. Before long,
indusitrialization was promodced by many as a
means of accomplishing the social reforms
thought necessary W0 stem 1he rising tide of vice,
ignorance and immorality. 1n response, employ-
urs soon developed a strong sense of moral, so-
cial and ceonomic responsibility for their
operatives, and established rules and regulations
designed o improve Lhe workers' moral welfare,
Employers were also well aware that attribules
like obedience and dilipence were highly condu-
cive 0 increased elliciency, productivilty and
profit.”

Although the systcm maint2inéd an interest in
the weorkers' moral and social well-being, corpor-
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ale benewolenoe was ohen curtailed by a desire
(or profit. Because of such implicit limilations,
paternalism, as inlerpreted and practiced by mosl
employers, sirayed far from ils original inlentions.
Al a time when the ideas and principles behind
the Declaration of Independence and the Con-
stitution were siill fresh, American workers ware
quick to realize thatl coertain aspects of paternalis-
tic contrel were far more autocratic than deme-
cralic.?

While indostrialization progressed throughou!
ihe ninetcenth cenufy, the employer-employce
relationship was drastically altered. The re-
placemeni of the houschold-based economy with
the faclory system "broughl a new anopymily and
impersonality to (he labor contract” that was
reflected in industrial housing,” By the carly
twenlicth confury, companics cmployed far more
men and women than their minelcenth-century
ciunterparts. In Lowell, for example, 6,000 wor-
kers were emploved by the cight companics 1o-
cated there in 1836, The Coloradoe Fuel and
lron Company, by contrast, emploved moze than
75,000 persons in thirty-eight camps in 1901.4¢
Faced wilh such hupe numbers of employees,
companics began to see labor as an absiraction,
workers were secn as a "labor pool,” not as
individual laborers.’?

The changes in management-labor relalions
were also affected by 4 reversal in the make-up
of the working <lass. By 19, the working <lass
was dominalcd by European immigrants, not
Americans,  As one observer noted, "nol every
{oreigner is a workingman, bul n the cities, at
least, il may almost be said that every working-
man is a I‘Drﬂigner."‘r 7 A5 a COTSCYUCTIES,
managemenlts’ previons methods of dealing with
labor had 1o be altercd. Gradually, 2 new system
of thought arose, which applicd the theory of
cvolulion 1o society 4nd €OONOMIC competition,
and placed social, moral and economic respon-
sibility on the individual. Therefore, an
emplayer's anly concerns weie the technical and
commercial aspects of his operation.  Known as
Sotial Darwinism, s 1encts were completely ant-
thetical to thuse of paternalism.??



The Geography of Coal

Extractive industrics--and therefors, (he com-
munitics 1hey ound--are limiled by geography
and geology. AR analysis of coal company 1owns
mizght thus be sided by a brief cxplanation of the
cedhamiv peopraphy of the coal indusicy in the
Lnited States and Peansvlvania.

The coal deposits of the United Stales are
divided into sy distinet regions and classified, or
ranked, according o the amount of lixed carbon
and volaile matter they contain. The six pro-
vinces are: Eastern; Interior; Gull; Morthern
Creeal Pluins; Roecky Mountains; and Pacilic
Coast.  In descending seale, American coal is
runked as follows: anthracite; semi-anthracitg;
senti-hiluminous; Mieminous, sub-biluminous
(hlack lignite); aad lignite (brown or woody
lignite). The six ranks do not correspond 1 the
six provinces, although the rank of coal in these
provinces decrcascs in 2 east-west divcetion.  This
clossificalion occurs bewause only the most casi-
criy beds felt the full foree of the greal con-
tinental pressures which formed the deposits. As
d result, the most important province—-in wrms of
yuality and quantily of coal produced--is the
Fastern Provinee, which 51k contained @) per-
cenl of the highest-ranked coal in the country in
1925, This region includcs the anthracite fields
ol Pennsylvania and Rhode 1sland; the hitumin-
ous ficlds of the Aslaniic coast region of Virginia
ard MNorth Carcdling; and the bituminous fields of
the great Appalachian region (See figure 2-1).°

The Appalachian region exiends from the
northwestern ¢orncr of Pennsylvania through
eastern Ohio, West Virginia, castern Kenlucky,
and ceatral Tennessee 1o central Alabama. Al
the height of the industry, this segion was called
"Lthe preatest store-house of highrank coal in the
United States, if not the world.  This nearby and
almost inexhaustible supply of high-grade fuel has
pecn the (oundalion of the developmenn of the
blast Turnaces, \he great iron and stecl mills, and
the countless manufacturing enterprises of the
eastern States.” With the exception of the
IHinais-Indiana-western Kentueky repion, which is
one part of the Interior Provioce, none of the
other coal regions ever came close W the Appa-

lachian in production.  Foi this reason, studies of
the American coal industry have traditionally fo-
cuscd on only those coal ficlds which lie east of
the Mississippi. As figure 2-1 shows, those
twilve states produced 92 percent of the wial
amourl of end]l produced in the United States in
1925 Peansylvania, zlone, contribeled about
one-third, or 34.5 percent.’?

Al the same time, the U5 Coal Commission
foond that 70 pereent of the approximately
600,000 American mine workers lived and worked
in the Appalachian region.’” Historic siudies
have shown that the cosl industry provided mor:
accommodations for emplovecs than any other in-
dusiry, with the exception of southern texile
manufacture. The commission also noted Lhar
the need for housing increases with distance (Tom
"scll-controlled centers of population.” Thus, in
Pennsylvania where the coalficlds were Fairly well
seitled, just a little over one-half of the minc
wirkers fived in company-owned housing. o
Ohic, the number housed was one-fourth; in
southern Appalachia (WY, KY, TN, va, MD,
AL} the amount varied from two-thirds o four-
filths; while in the West, almost all of the Mexi-
cans and [ndians who made up the labor force
built their own dwellings.!” Thus, while Pennsyl-
vania did not house the highest proporiion of
miners in the Uniled States, its posilion as the
lcading producer of both bituminous and anthra-
cile ooal between 1880 and 1930 mcant that il
cmployed the most mine workers.  As such,
Pennsylvania has traditionally taken precodence
in any general discussion of the coal industry,
including miners” housing.

Coal Towns

Anthracite coal wwns deveioped in the 18405,
followed by biluminous in the 18Hs. Thus, not
only did anthracite miners’ housing predate that
of the biluminows liclds by soveral decades, but
it5 similarities o bituminous miners' housing
sppgest that il also hefped determine what form
mosl coal towns would eventually lake.

When the Bureau of Labar Siatislics investiga-
ted anthracite miners' houwses as parl of its com-
prebensive company-hoasing study of 1917, it
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fuund that most were semi-detached, wood-frame.
two-and-a-half-story dwellings,  Strects were wide
and unpaved, had deep setbacks, and were
arranged in grid or rectilinear plans. Despite
these similaritics, several important differences
existed that set anthrucite miners’ housing aparl
from bituminous. First, the anthracitc miners’
houses had an average of live and one hall
rooms. Compared 10 the majorily of houses re-
ported hy bituminous mining and other indus-
tries, which had only four rooms, company
houses in the anthracite region were somewhat
larger¥  Sccond, although anthracite towns were
often physically isolated, they had a far greater
level of inleraction with other communities than
bituminous coal towns.  According 10 the repor,
anthracile Wowns were almost always situated near
larger, cstablished communitics. By 1917, mosl
mining communitios, also calied "patches,” had
rail or clectric scrvice to nearby citics so that
miners and (heir families were able (o find sup-
plemental work in other industries during lean
years, Beeause of the proximily o other lowns,
many anthracite pawches consisted only of houses
and deliberately lacked slores, churches and 1e-
creational facilitics””  And last, of the 90,608
mer employed in Lhe region's mines, only 22.8
purcent lived in company housing. Al Ihe same
time, 61 percent of ihe bituminous miners in the
United States and more than 50 percent of the
sofl-coal miners in Pennsylvania lived in company
housing=?  Although living and working condi-
Licns were often substandard in the hard-coal
ficlds, these fuctors helped prevent anthracile
companics from cstablishing the exclusive conteot
that bituminous operators had over their employ-
oS,

Coinciding with the dramatic expansion of the
coil industry in the lawe-nineteenth century, the
Biluminous coal lown saw its greatest period of
growih in the decades botween 1880 and §930.
Designed and constructed, For the most part, by
min¢ <npincers rather than architects, these coal
1wns share 3 oumber of distinguishing charac-
{cristics.  First, and most impartant, cach own
was financed, built, owned, maintained and oper-
aled in s entirety by a single company,  Com-
panics provided houses, schools, medical facilities,
churches, and a store where miners bought food,

i4

clothing and supplics. In small twwns, the store
also housed the post office, once it had been
cstablished, and meeting rooms for varous social
functions. Larger communitics had their own
social halls and often boasted a hole! or movie
theater, as well. Sireels were wide with deep
sethacks; most were unpaved, &lthouph cinders
and waste from the nearby slag hcaps, called “red
dop,” were used 10 keep the dust down (See [i-
gure 2-7.

Second, the basic dwelling was & detached or
semi-detached howse. Families preferred semi-
detached or detached houses over rowhouses or
tenements.  [n addilion, men with families were
believed to be far less transicnt than their single
counterparis, Coal company housing ook this
form because coal operalors consciously hired
marricd men in an attempt 0 reduce labor
turnover. Al the time of the UL 8 Coal
Commission's investigation in 1922, over 93
percent of the mincrs maintaining homes were
married.”! Companics did hire bachelors, but
they were usually required (o live in boarding
houoses. When the boarding houses were full,
families supplemented their meager incomes by
taking these single men in as boarders.

Third, thegse houses were construciod as coo-
nomically as possible. Several factors influenced
the amount of a coal operalor’s housing invest-
ment, incloding the aumber of houscs 10 be built,
the projecied life of the community, and the
amount ¢f available capital. For many years,
mine cogineers were not able o predict conclu-
sively the lifespan of the mine. Consequently,
coal towns were considered emporary settlements
1o be abandoncd when the mine was worked oul
Coal operators limiied the amount of their initial
investment 10 minimize their losses when the
rine was closed. Thus, hausing ulilized inexpen-
sive materials and had few ameniiies, and the
towns lacked sower systems and paved sirects.

Importanly, the salability of the houses was
not a factor. Coal companics buili houses simply
because no other provisions existed. 1L did nol
malter that the houses were offcn substandard
and Lacked amenitics that woold increase their
sale value because mast codl companies never
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Figure 2-2 Map of Heilwood, Pennsylvania. This typical coal company
wown dales from the late 18908 and shows the wse of grid and lincar plans,
sepregation of management and labor, proximity of housing 1o the work

site, and the existence of g clearly defined wwn center. From Coal Agpe
{Movember 1911).
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intended to sell the houses. In fact, the tempor-
ary nature of the mine and its isodalion from
olher communitics resolled in property valucs
that were 5o low a8 1o compel the vompanics o
retain ownership? Coal companics were not in-
valved in real cslate and construciion for invest-
tment purpases; rather, housing was provided
primarily to attract labor.® For this reason,
howsing always received scedndary consideration
ter the main business at hand: eoal prodoction.

A clear hierarchy of howsing types s a fourih
coal 1own Lrail. For e most parl, houscs were
identical within each class buill. Miners”
dwellings were arranged in tight, straight rows
along the streets, presenting an image of unifor-
mity and monotony. The standard miners” house
was a plain, 1wo-story, halloon-frame dwelling
with an average of four 1o six rooms. Clap-
hoards, wealherboards or board-and-batien siding
wore lypical and provided the only barrier to
wind and cold (See figure 2-33; interior walls
were lathed and plasiered. Few houses had run-
ning waler or indoor 1oilets. As many as four or
fve Tamiligs sharcd the few ootddor pomps scil-
tered throughout the setilement.  Privies were
shargd, o, with the most common straclure
being a combinod ouvibouseicoal bin designed for
twa familics. Muost company-owned houses bad
{ree electricity since cach mine had its own
generators, Heat was provided by a coal stove in
the kitchen. A systeim of flues and prates
sometimes circulated warm air © othor rooms,
bul since thwey were uninsulated, company
houses weee almost always cold and deafly,
Rooms were approsimately 12° x 147 fee1 and
renls averaged as littie as 55 a month by World
War 1. Wilhin most communitics, there werc
marked dilferences botween the residences of
management apd labor (Sce figure 2-4)

Managers” houses were generally bigger, yet
still arranged in neat, identical groups. Often,
they were situated near the mine 50 an officizl
would always be on hand in \Re gvent of a min-
ing accident.®™ In some cases, their location was
determined by proximily 10 the cOmpany store
and any public buildings there might hive been.
somelmes conditions in 1own wore such that ne
location was necessarily betier than any other,
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This was particularly lruc in coke towhs, where
the nexious [umes and sooly air emanating from
the coke ovens polloted all sjtes equally. In
these wwns, managementl housing could still be
discerned from the rest by the amount of land
arpund them. Standing apart from the rest, the
mine superiniendent’s residence occupicd the
most conspicucus location within the comnunily.
It was generally the largest and most ornamented
single dwalling, as befitting the status of ils oc-
cupant, Mine foremen’s and superintendent’s
nousing sometlimes had larger kiichens and par-
lors, mone bedrooms and a full, indeor bah.
Additional amenities migh! have included Mnished
interiors, sleam heat, exlerior ornament, closcts
and cellars. Like most industries, the hicrarchy
of housing in a coal Wwn was rigidly delined and
vbvious to all wha saw il Built by and for the
company, workers” housing reflected 4 wide
variety of altitudes and principles relaling 10
managemenl-labor relations,

Last, the physical arrungement of these towns is
remarkably similar. Selllements were built in
close proximity 10 the ming site 10 maximize the
case, speed and economy of the aperation and
minimige the amount of land 10 be developed.
ane sources reommended (hat the wwin be no
more than fifteen minutes walking distance, or
thirty minutes by "dependable transportation.
Laid out in a grid or lingar plan, the strecis had
an average width of 45 feet.  Fifteen-fect-wide
alleys and large backyards served as lizcbreaks be-
tween themt 1AL Sizes were penernug in rural
coal towns, but varied according o the house
size, availability of Jand, and the social conscicnre
of the operalor. Average lots ranged from 50 to
60 feet wide. The most prominent pusition in
Lown was occupicd by the store; other pyblic
buildings tended to claster nedarby creating Lhe
visual, il not phsical, center of town. ™

Almast invariably these conditions apply 1o coal
towns in the northern and southern bituminous
coalficlds, yet despite these similarities, coal com.
pany housing &id vary somewhat from place to
place. In the Birmingham district of Alabama,
for ecxampie, the wypical miners” house was a di-
tached, square, one-story, frame vottage with a
hipped roof, center chimney and Iront and back
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Four-room HoyseE wiTH Hir Roog Five-aoom Housg wiTh GasLe Roop

Fomeman's House wiTH Saete Roor Forexarn’s House werH Hir Boor

A SUPCRINTENRENT'S 9r FOREMAN": Huuse SuPERINTENDENT'S House wiTH Hip Abp DECK

Figure 2-4 Examples of suitable houses [or colliery employecs.
Suppested by Coal Age (Cotober 19110,
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much of the countnyside surrounding a coal 10wn
w wasle. Clouds of smoke, piles of wasle
material and finG partcles of coal dust dis-
couraged any new growth. The only green spols
in most ooal towns consisted of the small
vopetable plols maintained by each miner's
family. Planned parks were almost painfully
absent lcom the bleak communities, but grad.
willy, coal companics began o encousage the
planting of shrubs and trees. One ipnduosirial
housing manual, written by a landscape architect,
recommaended reserving 38,4 percent of the avail-
able land for housing lots, 257 percent for
streets and 15.8 percent for parks and other
arcas.™  However, industrial communitics in
urban areas followed these guidelines more cluse-
ly than isclated, self-conlained towns, Uinlike the
so-called "maodel” 1owns with their larpe park
syslems, mast mining towns stressed small-scale
landscaping like garders. Incentive to miners
was provided in the form of prizes; by 1917,
almost one-third of all coal companics thal
provided howsing had adopted a sysiem of award-
ing prizes to individual gardens. The prizes con-
sisted of meney {as much as 510 or 515 for {irst
place), framed certificates, and gardening hand-
books. Coal companies paid for the planis and
built uniform, whitewashed fences around the
miners' yards. Officials belioved that with such
minimai efloris, the appearance of the wwnh, and
subscquenlly, the morale of its inhabitants, winuld
improve dramatically,

Closely linked with gardens was the idea of
cleandiness, Natural vegolation was seen by some
85 an inexpensive means of keeping down the
dust and dire that were "prolific carriers of
discase.™® By promoting gardening, empluyers
afso hoped to develop an enthusiastic attilude
toward the whole town,  Generally, overall main-
tenance was provided by the company and includ-
ed garbape and ash removal. The upkecp and
maintenance of individual pardens was left W Lhe
miner and his family, although a1 lcast several
firms plowed their employces’ gandens and fer-
lilized them with manure from its stables’® The
Depanment of Labor concurred with one lurge
coal company president who Felt that il the ¢om-
pany ok an interest in making the 1own pre-
scoluble, the employees would also contribule 10
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maintcnance. Although some miners did 1ake an
active parl in the apkecp of their houses and
vards 3t was empercd by the relatively unstable
natore of their housing situalion.  As renters,
miners were less apt W make improvements than
il they were homeowners.  This was compounded
by onmwritlen leases and the threal of eviclion
with little more than ten days notice.™”

By 1915, interiors began o reflect reforms, 1oo.
Room sials increased by several feel and in some
CasCE, the average number of rooms per dwelling
grew, as well, Noung that inadeguale provisions
for light and air contributed to unhealthy con-
ditions, builders enlarged and added windows and
pul in scrcens, Running water became a more
standardized femtere and he number of houses
with indoor toilets increased. Some houses even
had hot water,  Interestingly, designers also paid
considerable attention o storape space by adding
closels and oellars. Separate rooms for living and
dining made their appearance ac the same time.
One book meeommaended thal these rooms e not
less than 120 feet square. The aothor arrived at
thiz fipure by caleelating what furniture would he
contained in each room and hiw much space
shoutd be reserved for cach picce ™

As the cenler of activity in any house, the
kitchen required the most careful planaing of all
the rooms. [t needed a separale entrance, uwsudl-
¥ from a hack porch, there would also be a door
leading to the dining room or partor, one ko the
cellar, and scveral windows, Space was zlso
required for a slofage cupboard or huich if no
separale paniry were provided. A standard sink
and drainboard required a minimum 57 allewance,
while 1he slove generally occupied 68' of a corner.
Certain architeels also allowed reom for an ive-
bux althouph a fruit cellar was often the only
codd atorage available,  Space was also rescrved
[or a table and four o sk chairs,  All of this
necessitated a room that occopied an least 17
percent of the howse™s available hrsi-fleor
space.®  According 1w various floor plans, the
average kitchen ranged from W6 x 107 10 12" x
12°, an adequate size for day-w-day food prepara-
lion and consumplion activities. While the afore.
mentioned considerations applivd cqually w
kitchens in ail 1ypes of workers™ housing,
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Figure -6 EBuilt by the Cambria [ron Company in 1216, thiz ¢oal town raflecta the incorporation of reform idens into the
traditional ¢oal-town format. Taken from Coal Age, 1922,

designers of miners” houses had onc other activity buildings, the bath house contained communal
1o consider: balhing.m showers and locker rooms.  Inside (e locker
room, ingenious hook-and-hasket devices hung

The work of coal mining neecssarily peneraled suspended from the high ceiling on long chains.

large quaniities of dirt and prime.  Minute par- Each miner was assigned his own, with a lock

ticles of coal dust, called "bup dust,” wers sus- and key. Hoisled aloft on these hooks al the

pended in the dampaess of the mine environment end of a shift, the miners” damp ciothing could

and covered the miners' fuces and cluthing o then dry until necded again.

such an extent that they werg lileraily black by

the end of a shift. Miners and their families re- But few companies were larpe enough ot

tocall with amusement being able to see only the interested cnough to provide such niceties as

whites of their eyes. Hug dust was alsu the pri- bath houses. [n Lhesc cascs, the miners bathed at

mary cause of anthrosificosis, betler known as home. A hupe tub, often resceved for the

Black Lung discase. miner's sole use, was puiled vl and filled. In

gond weather, this activity ook place on the back

Coal companics réaliced (ke pracrical neces- porch or in 1he yard, it in colder monihs

sity of bathing and laundering, and many bueilt bathing was forced inte the Kilchen, One

specizl bath houses a1 the ming site even before designer, noting the awkwardness of this ar-

stale laws made them mandatory. Almost klenti- rangement, suggested building a separate balh

cal in architectural treatmenl o the other ning and dressing room in the cellar, but his idea
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never really took hold. In spite of the apparent
need, the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ repart of
bituminous miners’ dwellings indicated that of
18878 houses, anly 255 had bathtubs, Forty
others had ocombination bath and laundry tubs in
the kitchen, but that still left more than 18,506
withaut bathing provisions.

Ewven as fate as the 194k, bathtubs wore still
considercd a luxury item in many coal towns.
This omission stems (mom a pervasive beliel 1hat
the minimum housing requirements for unskilled
workers wore different from those of skilled cm-
ployees (Sec figure 2-7).

Segrepation
As architect Leslic Allen indicated in [ndos-

rigl Housing Problems in 1917, Lhere were two
distingt classes of workers:

First, the unskilicd workmen, mostiy
[orcigners or negroes, uncdudated, unused
o American howses and American stan-
dards of living, earning a low wage and
second, the skilled men, mechanics,
machinists ¢te., earning a higher wage,
mostly Americans, living according ©
Ametican standards, demanding more and
willing 1o pay more for the comforts Lhat
the foreigner does not consider essential.??

Allcn listed the minimom reguiremenss for indus-
trial workers' housing as ollows: walertight
consiruction; & bedroom JOr parenis, scparae
hodrooms for male and female children; a living
room [or cooking, cating and gencral day use, a
private toilet room with a sanitary waler ciosel
amd scwer connection; suitable heating arrange-
ments; running walet supply it for drinking;
uninterropied daylight and ventlation through
windows in every room; and a sink in the kitchen
wilh running walcr and waste. He then added a
list of fealwres considered essential by "the
Amacrican family,” which included bathiubs, clos-
e1s, cellars and screens.  Adlen considercd these
ilems unnueessary for immigrants or minorities.”?
Other indusirial-housing authorities, like

Lawrence Yeiller of the National Housing As-
sacialion, ai.d William Groben ol Ballinger and
Perrol in Philadelphia coacurmed with Allen.
The Depanment of Labor Standards, by conlrast,

dyeired an individoea] b and wiler [or cach
dwelling, regardless of the occupant’s stalus or
ethnic background. Y¢r [ew companies complicdd
with government standards and, in fact, even the
U.5. Burcau of Mines admiited that "t may not
be praciicable 10 install stationary bathiobs in all
individual houses.™ When the U.S. Coal Com-
mission made its repornt in 1922, less than 3 per-
cend of miners hineies had tubs or showers,

Although living conditions were often
substandard, in retrospect, \he appeatance of coal
Wwns was primarily the result of cconomics amd
only partiy of prejudice.  Above all, the coal
town wias W be run a3 a business and nol on 2
charitable or paternal basis. ¥ Even in model
towns, houses often excluded basic comlorls so
they could be buill as incxpensively as possible.
Such policics wore astensibly designed o benefit
labor as well as management.  Allen and his
collcapues justilied their spare designs by
cxplaining thal cven if extras like cellars, closels
and bathiubs were provided, unskilled workers
like miners would not be able to afford them,
Allen insisted:

Many of the workingmen whase homes we
wish 10 build have come from countries
where four wails and a roof are considered
sufficient sheiter from the clements to make
a home . .. We Jo want 10 house the lowest-
peid man in a sanitary and hygicnic home,
bul it is nol necessary that this home be Tur-
nished with all the convenicnces and appur-
lenances 1hat are considered necessary in the
American home. ™

Although industrial-housing relormers sitongly
recommended improving conditions in workers'
housing, the steps they advocated were oflen
financially unrcalistic. For Lhis reason, the
integration and homogenization of miners’
dwellings did nen occur until the houses word
sold to individuals afier Workl War L
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Housing and Labor Relations

The sceregation of employees by ethaic back-
ground and occupational status is indicative of
the power wielded by (he employer in his posi-
lion as landlord, Yoo, as Leifur Magnusson-who
conducted the Burean of Labor™s indusirial-
housing study--concluded in 1917, factors like
thesolation, impermancnce, transient labor foree
and absence of seif-governmen that characlerized
company towns forced employers (0 relain own-
ership of the entire town,  However, he was care-
ful 10 nete thal by providing housing, employers
also assumed a vast responsibility [or the social
wellare of their employees. Simply put, "a
huused labor supply is a controlled Jabor supply,”
for by holding the leases on an cmployee™ hoose,
the employer secured 3 tola] control not possible
in a normal management-Jabor relationship.*

in gencral, the landlard-renant tetationship
could be teeminated in as few as en days, despite
the thiny-day notice puaraniced tenaats by 1he
Pennsylvania legislawure. As catly as 1865, coal
aperators in Tioga County, Pennsyivania, pres-
sured their representatives into pushing \hrough
legislalion thal legalized the en day eviction
clse. Under this law, a company could justifi-
abiv evicl an employee from company bousing if
he failed o uphold his part of the labor contract,
that is, il he did not work. Some companies re-
quired no notice of ¢viction at ail, but mercly
stipuwialgd that occupation of company-owned
housing must erminate upon cossation of em-
ployment with the firm. Furthermore, the
limitalion of company housing only to persons
dctively working for the company involved was
wpheld by a Federal court in Hackeit v, Marmei
Co. in the 1910s. Few companics even qualified
the ciuse of unemployment, a strategy thal would
laler affert siriking mincrs, as well as those who
woere fired or laid ol Some tenanis also had 10
sign housing agreements in which they waived
their right o wial if evicted. Cutside observers
concleded that such practices prevented develop-
ment of the sense of independence and self.
reliance (hat were so glosely associzled with the
American dr¢am. The cual company Lown was
described as "a preal anomaly in the midst of a
free country.™’
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Emplayers used their influential landlord status
to greal adeantape in enforcing company policics.
From the long wailing list, company officials
were able 10 pick only the most skilied and most
loval emplavees for housing privileges.  Similarly,
un the basis of reserving (he best houses for the
best qualified, employers practiced exlteme ragism
and favoritism.  Furthermaore, blacklisting cnabled
most companies 1o deliberately exclude all known
union sympathizers and organizers from their
Iwns.  In fact, some companics went so far as w
nsen exclusion clauses in leases that banned all
persons the company considered objectionable
from Lrespassing on company property.  Company
property included not only the mine, tipple and
breaker, Bul the moads, store and houses, 100,

As one housing reformer painted oul in 1917,
labir unrest was ool entirely due o lack of
dequane pay. I was also Lhe resull of poor
living conditions and the eflcet of these condi-
tiuns on the workers' familics ™ Ironically, while
certain praciices contributed (o the dissatisfaclion
of employees, others were intenlionally used by
employers as 3 means of suppressing unrest,
During periods of inlense wnionizing aclivily,
some [irms actively suppressed gatherings of any
kind. The employers’ most effective weapon al
these Llimes was 1he special police.

The cnal police were authorized by a Pennsyl-
vania slate law in 1866 a5 proteclion from violent
strikers like the so-called "Mollic Maguires™ in
the anthracile fields of northeast Pennsylvanio,
Their salarics paid by coal companies, these spe-
cial police forces were extensively used 10 main-
tain order theoughout the anthracite and bitumin.
ous ficlds at the end of the nincteenth and well
inle Lhe twenticth centurics. For the most part,
mainlaining order consisted of prolecting com-
pany properly, breaking sirikes, suppressing maeet-
ings, evicting miners and intimidating protesiers
with physical violence, A striking miner cmploy-
cd al the Berwind-While Company’s Maryland
Mo, 1 Shall reported:
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They made us mave oui. They throw our
furniture aul on the sireets if you tricd o
organize. They hud what you would call pus-
syfoots (company police) riding horses, and i



you would get [owor of five men in a group
and try to nr}gamu they would come and
break it up.

Their mobikiiy severcly limited by a lack of
ready cash, evicted miners and their familics
sometimes sct up housckecping in tent communi-
ties lovated just off company property. The years
Between 1898 and 1915 witnessed a rash of re-
newed strikes and evictions, Duting that period,
the United Mine Workers of America collected
and spent 321,774,791, Of that, 516,451,832 went
[or the reliet of striking miners cut off by thair
cmployers.™  Despile 1he hardship they imposed
on strikers and their families, company officials
easily explained the wee of eviction lactics by
claiming, perhaps justifiably, that they needed the
houses for men who would would waork:  strike-
breakers. The Cambria fron Company reflecied
this view during the strikes of the carly 1920s
when it linally hecame necessary [0 lerminate
the leases of some of the miners who relused W
20 10 wirk™ at its Slickwille, Pennsylvania, mine™

One of the larpest coal strikes in the Unied
States bepan in April 1922, when miners through.
out the country banded together to prodest wage
culs. This nationwide strike resulted in the clos-
ing ol all coalliclds in Ponosylvania, hituminous
and anthracile, Soon alier the sirike was an-
nounced, several thousand miners were Sysicin-
alically evicled from company-owned housing and
were forced 10 spend the harsh winter of 1922-23
in tents.

[n direct response to the 1922 coal strike, 1he
fedural government cstablished the ULS. Coal
Commission, the first official body cver formed
to study the American coal industry.™  Like the
Burcav of Labor Statistics’ surveys of 1917 and
1920, the commission studied approximalely
71,000 houses in 713 company lowns in Lhe bi-
wminous coallelds of western Pennsylvania, and
rated Lhe commurnitics on cight poants:

. Housing.

- Water supply and distribution,
Sewage and water disposal,

. Community layout,

. Food and merchandise supply.
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6. Medical and health provisions.
7. Recteation,

8. Religion and education™

The commission’s findings revealed litlle new
information; living conditions in coal wwns were
still among the worst in the United Statcs, But
whal really incensed commitice members were
the violalions of miners’ civil libertics. An ar-
ticle by Zechariah Chaflee, chairman of the Com-
miltee of Inguiry on Coal and Civil Libeiics in
1922, appeared in The [ndependent in 1923, and
slated: "Yet when all 5 said and donc 1t 1§ patee-
nalism. [t is done for the miners, nol by them,
given in abncgation of the ordinaty privileges of
workmen."™®  Chaffee’s article raises some inter-
esting philosophical points regarding the denial
of vivil liberties. One of the most provocalive
concerns was whal was scen as the mherenl coo-
tradiction of the American way of life in com-
pamy twns,

From the beginning, the Coul Commission
indicated that civil righis were the "special hen-
mge 4n dgrm.hd posscessions of the Anglo-Saxon

peoples. But what aboul non-Anglg-Saxon
peoples? Were they cntitled to the same rights?
Judging from romarks made by hoth critics and
advocates of company 10wns, 1he answer was no.

It is certainly true thal many immigrants had
lefl antocratic and paternalistic socieiies in eas-
tern and southern Europe. 11 is also Lree that
they were prabably unaccusiomed to bemg (reat-
cd with the democratic cquality Americans cx-
pected.  From this, American employers mistak-
enly assomed thal immigrants did not want or
deserve the equal ireatment puarameed upder the
Constilution.  The problem was compounded by
the immigrants’ stetus as resident afiens, not LULS,
citizens. One source, referring 1o workers' reac-
tions 1o mandalory house inspections, cautioned
cmplovers that Anglo-Saxons had "cherished radd-
itions of independence” thal must be respected.
Bul the author then went on o remark thai
"Neproos or 5lavs, races more or less accustomed
1 pdlLrnahsm would not require such
courtesy.™  Purthermore, even though Chaffoe
fell coal companies’ lease policies viokted the
"Anglo-Saxon tradition thal a man's housc is his




castle, whether or el the Poles and Dalians may
rightfully be denied the Bencfin of thay weadition,
in West Virginia and Alahama Lhe mincrs who
have 1o sipgh Lhe leases are American mounlain-
eers.” Recem scholarship has sugpested, however,
that the aspirations of Immigrant miners were, in
fact, higher than those of native-bomm
Americans.”¥

House vs. Home

Many coal operators did implement housing
reforms, bat most sl viewed housing as just
anaother aspect of Dusiness. Buot how did the
miine workers view the company howses?  Specif-
ically, did miners consider 1heir howses "home?”
Cne Lthoupht-provoking anicle raises a similar
question inoregard o the Lowell mill girls.
Author Richard Horowilz aitempied to interprel
the meaning of the Lowell boarding house from
the point of view ol its inhabitants and concluded
that "home," to the mill girls, implied several
characleristics:  perfancnce of residency; com-
lori, freedom from overcrowding; ventilalion;
cleanliness; and order™  Another source states:

The home is (he place of peace; of shed-
1er, nol only from injury, bol from all
terror, doubt and division.  In so far as it
is mil this, it i not o heme; so far as the
anxielies of 1he culer life penelralg into
it, and the inconsistently minded, unloved,
or hosule sociely of the outerworld i3 al-
lowed by either hushand or wife 1 cross
the threshold, it ceases @ be a home ™

The home was thus intended 1o be a haven for
the family, a place of relreat from the world at
large. But the coal-company house fell far short
of these idcalized descriptions,  Physically, it
tepded o be uncomiurtable, crowded, stally and
puorly lit. Coal dust coverad everylhing, and
heaps of coal wasle disfigured the landscape.
Muore imporiant, wwn and workplace were so
inlerconnected thal the "anyietics of the nuterlife
actually became an inherent part of life in a
company house.

H

Aller World War 11, overproduction of coal
and the rise of alternative fuels from petrolewm

27

by-products combined 1o cause a general decling
in the coal industry. The next few decades were
matked by the hankruptcy or consolidation of
hundreds of independent coal companics,  This
reotpanization of the companics” holdings efien
included the sale of company housing. Some
coal Lowns expericnesd mass ouimigralions. In
others, miners maintained their loyaity 1© the
landscape and hought their homes, despilte the
town's location or condition. Rescarch inko the
vontinuity of anthracite communities after the in-
dustny's decline offers a paradoxical explanation
fior this phenomenon: the intangible associations
of a particular landscape are mote instrumental
in encouraging an individual Lo reside there than
the physical support it can provide.’? Therefore,
miners were moqe likely o buy the houses they
had lived in [ many years and remain in a
nonproductive environment than they were to
mewe: Ly @ sirange place wilh betler cconomic op-
purLunilies.

To immigrants who chose (o remain in the
United Siztes, home ownership svmboliced
achievement and a sense of being finally settled.
Even now, home owndership can be séen as an in-
dicalor of economic well-being, social mobility
and staes.™  Indeed, the number of miners whe
buught their howses [tom coal companics when
the oppartuiity presenced itscll indicates that
home ownership and the independence it
promised raled cxiremely high as a goat for
immigranl famitics. Bul morc important was the
sense of place and of belonging 10 & community
that home ownerhip offered. Drawn topether by
their common experience, many mining families
developed a sirong sense of communal idenlily,
and an attachment o Lhe landscape that belied
the deficiencics in their environmeni.  Local
scholars of the Pennsylvania bitumincus coal
region atiribule Lhis sense of community 1o the
presence of a distinetl "cosl culture,” which
flourished between 1880 and 1930, and when
interviewed, at feast one resident likencd Lthe coal
{own community 10 "one, big amily."* Although
many faclors no doshl cantributed to their con-
stancy, 1 is Lhis sense of follosship that emerpes
as Lhe primary reascen why, despite severe coo-
nomic recession and and high unemployment,
many ex-miners remain firmly in place.
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PART Il: THREE SOUTHWESTERN
PENNSYLVANIA COMPANY TOWNS







The next three chapters provide detailed
information regarding lifc and work in three
individual southwestern Pennsylvania coal
company towns:  Star Junction, Windber and
Colver. All three were identificd as candidales
for further study during historic resquree surveys
conducted by the Nalional Park Scrvice in the
summer of 1987, As staicd in the introduction,
il was possible to pinpoint five major character-
istics of 1he southwestern Pennsylvania ¢oal town
before this study even began: ownership by one
company; two-story, semi-detached, wood-lrame
miners' dwellings; & <lear hierarchy of arch-
itgclure between manapement and labor; coon-
omy of construction, and efficicney of spatiat
arrangement.  Star Juncuion, Windber and Colver
were selected o represent the spulhwestern
Pennsylwania coal 1own becanse, in addition 1o
their individual features, each possessed these [ve
Lraits.

As a comparison of the following three 1owns
readily reveals, Pennsylvania’s biluminous coal
wwns arc remarkably alike in their physical
appearance. In terms of planning, coal lowns
were usually located ncar the mine site in order
to maximize cllicient land wse. Furthermore,
each town had wide, unpaved stroens with rows of
ieatical houses on one or boh sides and distinel
areas reserved for managers” housing.  There was
also a town ccrler with the company store,
offices, hank, and other poblic puildings nearby,
In additon, many coal wowns utilized a com-
bination of grid and lincar plans, effectively
demonstrating (hal the spatial arrangement of
housing was dictated by 1he siw’s nawural
topography.  Within c¢ither plan, house lots were
Lirge (gencrally 5 x 1507} with decp backyards
and slightly sct back from the sireet. Residents
of most coal owns were permitled 0 keep
animals and rajse gardens in their yard., Privies
and coal sheds woere located at the rear of each
liot, scparating (he yard from the back aliey. As
in Colver, Windber and Star Junction, privies and
coat sheds weree shared hy wo or more families,
cspecially if the house was semi-derached.

The majority of southwestern Pennsylvania
miners’ houwses were balloon-frame with one layer
of plaster on the sncrior, In Colver and Wind-

ber the detached house predominated, while in
Windber's satellites and Star Junction, the
average worker's dwelling was cither part of 2
semi-detached house or a tenement, which con-
tained four or more units. The typical dwelling
unit had a kitchen, parlor and two or ihree bed-
rooms. A high number of fve- anl sx-room
houses also had a dining room, althouph i1 was
scldom uscd for this purpose. AN avoTage Iim
measurcd 12' x 147 or approximaicly 166 square
feet, Mong of the miners” houses studied had
indoor plumbing until after World War 11, when
they were first sold to private individuals. Muost
units had glectric light by 1915 because com-
panics generaled their own power. Clectric and
waler fees were usually inciuded in the monthly
rent. In addition, all of the workers” houscs wore
heated by coal stoves on the first Noor. Sincoe
sludies of housing in other mining arcas indicang
similar characteristics, it appeats that coal
operators in different peographic areas had the
same ideas regarding what constiluted a proper
miner’s house.’

In 1968, cultural geographer John Enman pub-
lished an ariicie in Froccedings of 1he Ponn-
sylvania Academy of Scicnee entitiled "The
Shape, Structure and Form of a Pennsylvania
Company Town.” Based on his pioncering 1962
dissertation, this article presented a specific coal
wown, Continental Mo, 2, near Connellsviile,
Pennsylvania, as 1ypical of the stae’s coal
communities. Enman's field rescarch was limited
o just the Connclisville Coke Region but by
1968, his knowledge of the staw’™s bituminous
coal region was such that he couid hypothesize in
this article that coal towns were "a vpe of
scitlement Lhat may be as representalive of
Pennsylvania as those hetter known and more
frequently studicd." This appears to be the first
instance where the Pennsylvania coal town was
recognized as a definable, regional Lype.

Eesearch for this study, which covered a greater
geographical ar¢a than wesiern Pennsylvania,
indicates that Enman®s hypothesis is correct, and
furthermore, thal the dominant feature ol the
Pennsylvania coal town is the two-swony,
semi-detached, wood-frame miners’ dwelling.
Because available sources indicale that this




howse-form originated in Pennsylvania, it will
hereafier be referred 1o a3 the Pennsylvania
miners' dwelling, it is not, however, limited 10
just this stare.

One scholar of Pennsylvania’s hituminous
miners” housing noted (thal “mining {s not only a
means of making a living, but is also a made of
living.™ In the lale-nincteenth and carly-
twenliceh centuries, one could be fairly sure that
il & man said he wias a miner, he renled a small
howse In & company town, bought his tools, food
and clothing at the company store, worshipped In
g company-buill church, and worked long hours
for low wages in the company mine. Chances are
he was an immigrant or the son of immigrants,
did not belong to g wnion, and had liule
appurtunity for job advancement. To get and
keep his job, the man agrecd w payroll
deductions, yeliow-dog contracts, exciusion
clavses, and subsiandard and overcrowded hous-
ing. Il he attempied to join @ union or was
suspected of being & labor sympathizer, ke amd
his family faced eviction, And if he were injured
ar Killed in a mining accident, the family reccived
no compensalion, Suoch was a miner’s lof the
same o simikar conditions cxisted in mining
towns all across the United States unifl the 19305
and 194s, when the labor-sympathetic policies of
the Roosevelt admininstration helped unions gain
recognition, and the decline of the industry
forced coal companies to sell their workers'
housing.

The dissatisfaction of American mine workers
with their living and working conditions in the
latc-nincleenth and carly-twentieth cenlurics
primarily manifested niself through strilkes and
transiency. Finding il increasingly difficuit to
tetain labor, coal companics began 1o heed 10
advice of outside reformers, who promoted im-
proved housing as the best method for solving
this prablem. Bul while housing reforms
epresenled an imporiant step toward improving
the coal company town system, they were oseloss
by themschvés. By theoir very nature, the housing
policics of a coal company were intricalely linked
with labor relations. Housing reforms thus
ultintately fajled o placsle mine employies
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because they only addressed the surface prablems
of the coal company town system.

Dyspite the imporiant role company houosing
played in establishing coal mining as a unigue
way of life, little attention has becr given it by
schioliars of the coal industry. On the one hand,
this stems from the inherent impermancnoe of
the coal 1owns themselves; as James Junes noes
in his study of coal mining in Toennessee's Cum-
borland Platsan, coal-town SIFUciUures woers
specifically designed o lose inwegriy. However,
the neglect of these structures s also the reselt
of an "elitist bias™ traditionally held by many
social and architectural historians.”  As a result
of these wo factors, many coal towns have dis-
appeared, while others have sulfered radical
allerations. Thus the relative rarily of cen-
countering, a fairly intact, barely alered coal
liwn, makes communities like Star Junction,
Colver and Windber assume even greater sip.
nificunce.  Although such resource wypes are now
few, it is hoped that studics like this one will
stitmulate 3 greater awarcness of the importance
of bltuminous coal wwwns as the most langible
reminders of 3 vanished way of life,
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CHAPTER 3

STAR JUNCTION

Within the colleciive moniker "coal 1owns™ is a
smaller subset of communiies called "coke
towns," that is, scitlements which not only mincd
coal, bul processed it inte coke--3 metallurgical
fucl, Star Juncticn is just such a community.
But because il is alse a coal town, Star Junction
pusscsses many of the characieristics previously
discusseal.  For example, the houses are lwo-stury,
semi-detached frame structures arranged in grid
and linear plars. Yel, a5 a coke town, Star
Junaiion possessed certain dilfercnt fealorcs.
Pollution of the sile, for instance, was moch
higher than that of & coal town, due 1o hundreds
ol coke Ovens spewing S0, smoke and spatks
into the air. In addion, the ovens were always
in blast, cmilling noxiows fumes and a hazy red
glow that was wvisible for miles, Like most coal
towns, houses woere built noar the work site even
though proximity to 1he ovens meant an increas-
cd risk of fire. This also comribuled to the
shabbicr appearance of the houscs and their
vards, Similarly, the nearby hills were painfully
devoid of shrubs and wrees; little vogetation could
surdive such 4 poliuted aimosphere.  Despitc
these problems, Star Junclion rosidents were
reasomably content. Star Junciion expericnccd
few instances of labor discord because, unlike
mosl coal towns, its workers professed an
uauwsudlly high degree of loyalty 1o the company.
As Lhe following chapter will illustraie, cmployces
wire satisfied with their lving conditdons becausc
the company maintained a sincercly paternalistic
intetest in their well-being.

The Company

Coke is a refined form of coal achieved by
burning off impurities in the raw mineral in an
cnclosed owen al intense temperatores. High in
warbem contenl, coke was vscd chiclly as a luel in
the steel-making process. By the 1840s it was
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becoming clear that the vast Pinsburgh seam
under Southwestern Pennsylvania produced Lhe
purest coke in the United Siates. Many new
coke planis arose in Fayette County, congregaling
especially around 1he town of Connellsville,
where the seam visibly outcropped across the
mouniainsides, Within a few years the qualiny
and yuantity of coke produced here combined to
catapult the Connellsville coke region 1o the
forefront of the industry wherc it wouold remain
for almost a century.

The Star Junction coke piant, lying on the
posiphery of the Conncllsville region, opened in
1843 a1 the height of the coke industry (Sec
figure 3-1). The Washinglon Coal and Coke
Company, which operaied the plant, was founded
by James Cochran of nearby Dawsoen, Pennsyl-
vania. Cochran, called "Little Jim," was Knowwn as
one of the grealest pioncers of the coke industry.
In 1843, Cochran, his brother Sample, and his
Uncle Mordecal became the fitst persons to sell
Connellsville coke outside the region. As such,
they are penerally credited with starting the
demand for Conmellsville coke.]

Each of the Cochran men wenl on (o cskablish
his own coke plants and towas in Favette County
in the ninetecnth century. The works at Star
Junction, with its two mines, Washingion Mo, 1
and No. 2, was the last and Tarpest plant Litile
Jim opened. Aftcr his death in 18594, control
passed o his son, Philip Galley Cochran. By
1897, the Washington mincs were producing
more coal--and thos, more coke--than any mines
in the arca, There were 320 ovens and 608
employees living in #X) company houses? The
mines operated almost every day, 2 carily, and
had a high safety record. By 1914, the
Washington #1 and #2 mines ranked 12th and
Sth in the s1ale, respectively, for production,”

In 1899 Philip Cochran passed away and the
administralion of his holdings fell to a coosin,
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Figure 3-1 Early-twentieth century view of the power houde, tipple and conveyara, and ¢coke ovens st Washington Number 2

Mine. Caurtesy of Betty Palonder.

Mark Murdecai Cochran. Mark Mordecai had
helped organize Washington Coal and Coke back
in 1893 and assumed the company presidency
until Philip's son. James, could come of age.
Younp James died of pnesmonia in 1901,
however, and zlthourh ownership of the mines
and coke works reverted 1w Philip's widow, Sara
Maaorge Cochran, Mark Mordecai retained aclual
control,

Expansion of the Stac Junction works
continued thtoughout the carly twenticth century
with the addition of 600 more ovens. By 1915,
there were 999 ovens, just one less than the
number taxable by law, For most of the 1910s
and 1920k, Washington Coal and Coke ranked
seeond only 1o the H. G Frick Coke Company
mines for production in their district. Bul by 1he
19208k, bechive coke ovens woere being phased out
and replaced with more ¢ffiviend by-product
ovens,  Production at the Washington mines and
avens started T decling.  lronically, 1he Frick
Coke Company, & subsidiary of the UL 8§ Stee]
Corporation since 1%H and Washingion Coal and
Cuoke's chiel oompeliton, acquins the Sar

Junciion works on July 15, 1930, as part of a
large-scale takcover of many smaller plants? 11
is doubtful that the Star Junction ovens wene
operated by Frick, slthouph sctive mianing
continucd aoti! 1954, when UL S, Sweel closad all
operations. Most of the surface land was soid 1o
investor Mark Suparman when the mine ¢loscd,
Suparman, in Lath, sold the hooses (o private
individuals. U 5. Steel still retasins the minetal

rights.
Planning and Development

Since Star Junction lies on the western edge
of the Connellsville coke region, large-scale
development did not gecur until the 1395 when
the beechive coke industry was at ils height,  n
the preceding decades, the area around present-
day Star Junction was predominantly agrarian.
The largest wwn, Perrvopolis, was a small viilage
of homes and shops grovped around an ungsoal
Baroque plan. Built on whal was once George
Washinglon's larpest property outside Yirginia,
Perryopolis’ claim 1o fame was a large grist mill
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Figure 3-2 Topographic map of Star Junction and vicinity.
From USGS, Fayette City Quadranple, 1979,
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believed to have been vwned by Washingion
himself.  Approprialcly enough, the small creek
that powered the mill was called Washingion
Ran.

The run beging in the kills south of
Perryopolis, but flows in a northern direction
through a shallow valley called Stickel Hollow
and into vown, At Stickel Hollow, less than one
mile from Perryopolis’ town square, the run is
joined by another creek.

Old Pennsylvania Roule 31 was laid out as the
main north-south thorouphfare. Historically, the
road followed the east side of the valley floor
betwesn Washington Run znd 1he hillside. Al
Star Junction, where Stickel Hollow widens for
about three-fourths of a mile, the road 1urned
west, crossed the railrazd tracks and Washington
Rur, and turned south apain at the base of the
opposite hillside. The othet major road ran
gast-west, extending from both sides of the jog in

Old Route 51, With all

The site of this juncion,
located on a Ievel valley
(loor with a pood waler
supply and a largc opcn
space, wis idesl for
irdustrial devclopmenl
{See figurc 3-2), The
Washington Cozal and
Coke Company quickly
bought up over 4000 acres
of land and commenced
planning a new ¢oke
works.”

Althouph Slar Junclion
appears 1o lack a cohesive
town plan, in fact, the
arrangement of houses,
coke ovens, sirecls,
railroad tracks and tipples
was carefully thought oul.
The location of each had
o conform to the natoral
terrain, yel be grganized in
the most ellicient mannes
passible. As in most

this accomplished, the
engineers could lay ocut
building iots on the lefl-
uver land.

The intersection whore
Koule 51 furhed south was
the center of town, eyiden-
ced by the pobiic buildings
and basses’ houses locaied
there, The Junction
House Hotel oecupied 1he
northwes! corner: the
dociors office and resi-
dence the northeasl. The
cOmpany $10r¢ was on he
southeast corner, with the
storc managcr's house
across the road. Because
the town's lwo churches
wire buoalt next 1 the
store manager's house, this
sectian of Oid Rouwe 51 1%
called Church Streel. It is
the only named stréet in
Star Junction. The publiv

minifig 1owns, 1e company
copineers gave first priorily

Figure 1-3 Star Junction's town center, showing
proximity of management housing to public buildings.
Adapted by author ltom a 193 map entitled, "Surface
Tracta of U. 5. Steel Corp. at Washington Works,™ no.

schood was constructed
beside Lhe church lots al
the base of the hill whils

1o locating the minc
cniries, tpples and coke
ovens in the middle of the
valley botlom. Next, they
located the railroad tracks along the valley [oor,
paralle] to Washington Run and the long banks
of ovens. Because il was a coke works, the
enginecrs also had (o make rowm for & coke ash
dump (the equivalent of a buiy pile in & mining
town). It was located in the cormer of the valley
flowr along the soulheasters hillside. Then, the
enpineers laid oul streets,
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the theater building was
across 1he streel (See
figure 3-3).

Washington Coal and Coke buill most of the
houses in Star Junction deting the 1890s,
Because of (e [and conliguration, the houses
were buill in multiple linear units rather than
ane large development, Since Star Junctian dJid
neel have sireet names, the groups of houses were
given names [nstead. For example, 5tar Junclion
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residents called the group of bosses” bowses Tony
Row because "that's where the higb-toned people
lived."™

Tony Row was lovated atong the oad leading
wesl, away from Church Siceet. The mine
superintendent’s house and its neighbor, the
fircboss’ hause, were wp on the hill behind the
hotel and apant from the other bosses. Most of
thi coke workers” and coal miners’ houses,
however, wete loceled on the orher side of
Washington Run., Whike Rew referred 1o the
white-painted houses along the casi-west seclion
of Rouie 51, Behind it o the south were two
shorler, parallel rows also included in White
Row. Further south were Roed Row and CHd
Mexico, sandwiched belween the coke Ovens and
the ash dump.  Sweelcake, another group of
bouses, was built on the narrow sirip of land
along Route 51 heading toward Perrvopolis (Sce
lignre 3-4).

The nexi building phase did not occur until
the 1910s Called Turkey Knob, it comprised
Lwiy strects extending northwest from the
reseroit beyond White Ruw w Route 51 New
Town was the Jast scction built, in 1918, in 4
lincar putiern along woe MOTE SrECls running in
a north-south direetion near the resenvoir. As
with all of Star Junction, Turkey Knob and New
Town ook 1heir shape (rom the landscape.

Workers' Housing

Approximately 155 bowses are siill standing in
Star Junction, 136 for miners or coke workers.
Whitc Row, Turkey Knoob snd New Town houses
were two-story, semi-detachad structures with
four rooms per side; parlor, kitchen and wn
bedrooms (See figure 3-5). One of the houses in
White Row, currently being renovated, provided a
preat deal of insight into the actual construction
of Stur Junction's company hooses. A wpical
balloon frame, the walls were composcd of
continuous 2% x 47 studs,  Inists, measuring
roughly 27 x &, were nolched at the ends to lit
over jodst bearcrs across the front and back af
cach dwelling. The joists were not continuous
across both rooms, but were also neiched o i
over the center partition wall, they arc
cross-braced.  Partition walls were assembied
whole from 2" x 4" sids and rajsed inlo posilion

4{)

Figure 3-5 Firgt floor plan, Mike Torvizh Houae
Huilt in New Town sestion of Star Junction in 1918,
Peawing by author, 1587,

after the floorhoards were laad.  Walls and
ceilings were Iathed and plastered.  Exterior walls
were clad with weatherboards and roofs shingled,

While it stood, Red Row consisied of
appriximately 1en four-unit tenements {3ce ligure
3-6). There was also a ten-unit 1encment, called
Ten Block, located along Route 31 at the end of
Turkey Knob, and anether four-unit structure
beside (he road leading w New Town, It is
unusual that there wore so many IenEmenis in
Star Junction because coal nperators considered
them an impractical form of housing.  Because of
the proximity of houses 1 coke ovens in & coke
town, Lhe possibility of a stray spark igniting the
roof of & house was particularly high. Il the
structure were a tepement, the company stood 1w
lose at beast [ower wnits, if not more. Thos, coal
operators generally favored semi-detached houses
where the loss would be 2 maximum of wo.
Since miners and their families also Tvored
scmi-detached units over tenements, this form of
housing satisficd cmployees as well.”  Helen
Dravis, a retircd Star Junction school teacher and
nurse, said "loreigners' ogcupied the wnements
hecause "they couldnt be too particuiar.”

Old Mexico has becn described as "one of bwo
room shanlics™ by nne resident, and as “one-story

houses on posts™ by another.” This group of
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Figure 3-6 Cicca 1900 view of Swestenke tenements {extrame

left). Courteay of Betty Palonder,

low-quatily houses was inhabited by the
company’s immigrant bachelar employees. There
was also a large boarding house berween Old
Mexico and the railroad acks for single forcign
men. Old Mexico and the boarding house werc
demolished in the 1930k,

Like most coal companics, YWashington Coal
ard Coke mainmained a full s1all of carpeniers,
plumbers and electricians, These men saw (9 0L
that routine repairs and maintenance were
perlormed speedily and regolarly. The
company painted the exteriors of the houses
faitly frequently. Except for Rod Row, which wis
red, all of the houscs were white with brown or
black trim. Furthermore, every year thi company
gave: cach houwschold vwo sacks of ime for
whitewashing the house foundations, tree bases
and Fences. Inside, most families used wallpaper
tn brighten what would otherwise be drab litkle
mooms.  Emplovees had oo pay for and hang their
awn wallpaper.

Star Junction houses were heated by coal
stoves thal the residents purchased themselves.

g
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ht], ash dump {center], and raillrcad and coke ovens (extreme

Some families had Heaterolas in the front room,
which Lthey vsed in the winter and stored away in
the summer, Each houschold received one free
tom af cnal a year but had to pay lor any beyond
thal amount, A compary wagon Jelivered the
coal and dumped i1 inte 2 bin al 1he back of the
fzmily privy. Ol and kerosene lamps wore osad
for Jight unti] the houses were elecirificd by the
company arcund 1910, Washington Coal and
Coke generated it own DO current. Waier was
hauled from hydranis scartered throvghoot Wown.
Only the houses in New Town, bailt in 1918, had
an indoor pump at the kitchen sink.?”

Creercrowding was characteristic of Siar
Junciion workers' houses and reflects o deanh of
dwellings.  As an example, consider the Rimbars,
Hodinkas and Ceselkas, lhree Eastern European
immigranl familics living in S1ar Junction in
191, The Rimbar houscehold consisted ol Whe
parents, their two children, and seven boarders--
all Magyvar miners. Mike Holinka lived with his
wife, three children, and fifteen Slovak boarders,
incleding a marricd couple. Al of these men
worked in the coke yard. The Ceselkas had four



children and eleven boarders; again, all Slovak
and all coke-yard workers, These threg
houscholds are enumerated consecutively on the
1910 census form, indicating that wo of 1he
three families lived in Lthe same eight-room,
scmi-detached house,

Mary Torussio’s family can also bech SCCR &%
ypical. Both of her parents came to the United
Statcs from Hungary. Her father, Louis Zackal,
worked as o miner, and came Lo the Star
Junction works around the turn of the contury.
When Mary was born in 1910, the family lived in
one side of a Turkey Knob house. They moved
into a four-room unil in New Town in 1918,
Neither of the Zackals spoke English; Torussio
said "you didn’t need to in onder o work there.
The kids spoke Englisk for you." And when
asked how many kids were in her lfamily, she
shrugeed her shoulders and guessed: "Aboul
fifteen or s0."

Similar conditions existed throughoot the 1own
hecause aven small households took boarders.
Miosl were single men or marricd men whose
families remained in Europe. Becinse they were
divided inlo thres cighl-hoor shifis, the men ale
and sicpt in shifts, as well By boarding witi a
family, an immigrant could save enough money Lo
send some home, or bring his family here, while
the family earned ¢xtra money. Many of the
immigrant households were so big that people
buill exita bake ovens in their backyands;
neighbors shared the cost and upkeep of the
oven. Torossio remembers helping with the
baking as a young girl. Twice a week (he women
would 11l the ovens with 2ight to ten loaves of
bread. Larger families naturally baked mose
often than smatler oncs. To [orther supplement
their dicl, cmployecs in S1ar Junciion were
enconraged to kecp gardens and liveslock, even
though Washington Coal and Coke sold ns own
prodoce, grains and meats in the company store.
In fact, Washinglon Coal and Coke donated the
manure from its stables 1o individuals [or
feriilizer.

Manpagement Housing

Al of Washingtun Coal and Coke's bosses
lived on Tony Row. The "bosses” included the
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supcrintendent, the fire boss, the company store
manager, the chicf of police, the head carpepier,
the head blacksmith, both mine fremen, the
railroad station agent, and the company me-
keeper. They oceupied nineteen struclutes; sis
were detached and thirteen were semi-delached,
for 2 total of thirly-ong dwelling units.

Ada Jones was born and taised on Tony Row.
As a child, Joncs lived with her mother, two
brathers, and an uncle in her maternal grand-
fathers' house. Her grandfather, Jacob Newmyer,
was u vousin of Sarah Cochran. At present, she
and her husband live in the old firchoss’s house
on the hill. This house 15 iWdentical to her
childhood home ot Tony Row. Both struciures
were two-and-a-nalf-story, five-hay dwellings with
cross-gable rools and rear ells. Each had six
rooms:  patlor, dining room, and kitchen down-
stairs, and three bedrooms above, There was
also @ central stair hall on both floors.  Like all
of 1he bosses' howses, they originelly had com-
modes in the cellar and @ porcelain sink locawd
in an enclosed pantry built inte the kitchen's
sputhern side porch. About 1933, water was
piped inta Jones's prandparents’ house. The
wmpany men installed Lhree 1aps: one for hot
water, one for cold and one for reservoir waler,
Apparently, water [rom the reservoir was not
potable.  As to other amenitics and SCTVILCS,
Jones said that electricity and water were free,
and the company paid for and installed the wall-
paper she selected.

In addition tw the Joneses' present house and
Ada Jones's childhood home, there are 1w olher
houses with cross-gable roofs. There are also
threc with plain gable roofs; all seven were
identical in plan. The only other detached house
on Tony Row is a much later Four-Square. OF
the thirecn semi-detached houses, wo have
cross-gables. Unlike the other ¢leven, these have
cight bays instead of four. Then, o, they
probably have six rooms per side, not four.

The company houses that Washinglon Coal
and Coke provided its management personndl
were more finished than workers' houses (See
figure 3-7). The kitchens in the delached houwses,
for czample, had built-in cupboards in one
corner.  ‘The occupant degided how many shelves
there would be and whether they should be



Figure 3-T Fire Bosa Harry Howarth and family, ca.l‘élli],

showing the more elaborate inteciors that Lypified
management housing. Courtesy of Lavinnie Woodward.

enclosed, Al doors and windows had bull’s-cye
moldings: wotdwork in the bosses’ houses was
prained by the company carpenters instead of
painted. This inCluded the cupboards, slairs,
banislers, doors and moldings. The Joneses’
present residence retains its original grmining,

Commercial Buildings

Washington Coal and Coke operaed its Star
Junction store under the name Star Supply
Company (Ses figure 3-8). The wood-frame
building sat on the corner of Ol Route 51 and
Church Sireet, the approximate center of tuwn.
The osiginal siore was a simple, two-story
struciure, The main facade, with ils false front,
display windows, and porch faced north. The
building also housed the coal company's office,
which had a sepurate ¢nlrance.

Residenis remember that the store carried a
wide varicly of goods, including fresh meats,
produce, clothing, tools and notioas, It alse
provided services--such as laundry, millinery, and
vrdering out-of-stock ilems--and operated its own
erist mill. Most local farmers pave the slore a
p-erccnmgt: of their prain in exchange (or
milling,”
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The Star Junction store operaled om a syslem
wherehy customers could purchase pools wilh
cither cash or company-issucd moncy.”  Wash-
inpton Coal and Coke's "money” consisied of
individual "checks,” or slips of paper printced with
pre-scl amounts ranging from $1 10 35 When
an cmplovee requested and received a check., its
dollar value was entered next 10 his name in 4
ledper. These checks were used in licu of cash
and were honored only by the Star Supply
Company. Furthermore, cach check was divided
into many little squares stamped with smaller
increments of &, 10 or 25 cents. When a
customer made a purchasc, the check and bill of
sale were placed into a wire basket hanging from
a system of wircs and pulleys, and sent to the
office in the back of the store. There, a clerk
wouid punch a hole in the squane Or squares
whose fgures cqualed the amount of purchase.
Any difference was returned W the customer as
change.’? On payday, a company clerk added the
checks an emploves had received and deducted
the total from his wages, The company also
provided each employee with a small ledger in
which the individual could keep a personal
record of the iransactions,

Employess panronized other stores, as well.
The Vicloria Mines Coompany had a siore along
Old Rowme 51 along with a few smaller, private
cstablishments. Perryopolis alsn had several
stores, including one operated by the Star Supply
Company.”¥ However, since prices were lower
and the localion more convenicnt, most people
shopped at the company siore.

Star Junction also had s own hotel and
theater. The hotel, called the Junction Howse,
was 4 spacions wood-frame building with a large,
ornate, wraparound porch (Sce figure 3-9). Built
ca, 1895, the hotel was sot back from the road
actoss from Tony Row. Company guests and
visiting salesmen occasionally stayed ‘herg, bat
for the most part, it operawcd as a boarding
honse. Rooms were 1ot 1o some of the single
male employees. In 1900, the hotel had eighieen
accupants including the boardinghouse Kecper,
his wife and six children, a cook, a housckecper,
two bookkeepers, two clectricians and three
laborers.”?  All were native-born Americans,
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Figure 3-8 Siar Junction company store, ca. 190
Courtesy of Betty Palonder, Parrvopalis, PA
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Figure 3-9 Junction House Hotel, con 19150 Courtesy of Betty Palonder.

indicating that the elhnicity of the Junuiion
House boarders was in keeping with the rest of
Tony Row. The hotel burned in the garly 1930«
amid rumcts that the [ire was a response 1o the
labor dispute of 1932-33.%

Star Junction's theater was built ca, L8495 on
the It just south of the company store.  I0 was 4
simple, two-story, vellow-brick struciure with
sepmental window and door arches. The theater
was downsiairs;, a paothall, dance hall, and
several small Jodge rooms wore on the upper
Moor. Washington Coal und Coke subsidieed all
the ententainment. 1o the summeT, 1here were
aperas, plavs, recitais and Chataugua tent shows.
Five-cenl mowvies were shown overy Wednesday
and Saturlay dering the rest of the year. An
advertisement from 1K proudly stated "Alwiys
the Latest and Best Mation Pictures and Photo
Plays. Dverything Mew and Lip-1e-Daie.”  People
came from Perryopoelis, Vicloria, Eckerd and 1he
surrcunding countryside (o see the shows, The
theater building was demolished in 198278
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Institutionzl Buildings

The Washinglon Coal and Coke Company
recogiized the importance of religion u s
employess, bul its support of Star Junction's
various churches ditfered rom denomination 1o
denomination.  Sear Jurction kad four churches
by 1900 Cathalic, Baptist, Meehodist and non-
denominatianal; the first three sll suppost active
parishe¢s. Many of the Cathalics who founded 51
John's were of Eastern and Soathern European
birth, while the Baptists and Methodists were
native-born Americans, To the immigrants,
religion was a powerful and comiGriing reminder
af the Old Country. Alkough the company
supported the ciforts of its foreipn employees to
establish churches, il reserved financial aid for
the Protestant sels.

The oldest congregation betongs o the Siar
Junciion Methodist Church. Philip G, and Sura
M. Cochran were staunch supporiers of the
Methodisl faith and contributed pencrously 1o



liscal Melhodist charches, including this one.
The building in Swar Jundtion was linanced with
their help and dedicaed in Janayary 1898
Yarious additions were made belwesn 18398 and
1909 10 house 1he Sunday school, an audilorium,
classrooms and a parsnnagc.”

Star Junction Baptist Chorch was founded on
September 8, 1897, in ke from room of Dr,
James L. Cochran's house and ollice. Services
were held there until 1the new wood-frame church
was finished. James was a cousin of Philip, and
bucanse of his membership, 11 scems likely that
members of the Cochran family helped finance
this church, as well. It was dedicated one weck
kefore the Methodist Church on January 9,
189814

Catholics in and around Perrvopolis met in 2
howse in Star Junciion 10 hear Mass. They did
not make plans to build their own church ontil
1904, when the small congregation purchased a
lot in Victoria for 3150 from the Victeria Mines
Company. Designed by local architect Al F
Link, the wood-frame building was completed by
the following year. The parish, known as 51
John the Baptist, also built & recory and
acquired a live-acre cemoctery. The woodd-lrame
church was replaced by a new brick structure in
the 19708,

The nondenominaiional church was also known
ag the Hungarian Chureh and sat on the bill
beyond White Row. Who built the ¢hurch 5
unknown, but it wos wsed primarily by members
of the Easwern Orihodox Church, Little else is
known about the congregation because it
dishanded after 192377

The company showed ils suppoit of the
immigrant churches in a sablle manner. For
cxample, it permitled emplovees to abstain ltom
wurk on ceriain boly days, and tolerated the
practice of other religions observances, (o
another instance, Cyril Griplak, who grew up in
Star Junction, noted that his family lived in a
company house for free becaose his father plaved
pland at St John's on Sundiys.

Sunday was the traditional day of rest at Swar
Jungtion. There was no work except for regular
maintchance, which included feeding the mules,
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pumping water from the mine and keeping the
steam goneratlors going, On a tpical Sunday,
must familics went 10 church. Alfcrward, the
"forcign element” was known 1o gather al cach
other's houses for music and dancing; their
alternoon was spent listening 0 native songs and
drinking beer.”  This day of merrymaking was
costomary throughoul much of the bituminous
coal region.

Ethaicily

Acvording 1o the Federal censuses of 1900 and
1710, most of (he Washinglon Coal and Coke
Company's employees were Eastern European.
Dominant groups included Magyars (Hungarians),
Slvaks and Itallans. There were also guite a
few native-born Americans. Bosscs wore alwas
of American or Anglo-Saxon stock. Al of the
persons inlerviewed apreed that the natonalitics
got along very well, There was no segregation of
hawsing, ¢xeept for Tony Row.

Belty Palonder's father, Delos Graham, was
the coal company’s chicl oflice cleck.  In thal
capacity, he was in charge of assigning housing
and keeping track of employment and pay re-
cards, rent hooks and store accounts.  Pericdl-
ically, he was sent 1o New York ar Philadelphia
o meet new immigrants and send them to Star
Junction. Palonder said that her father was
knawn to have altered the spelling of names he
found too long or too dilficult w pronounce.
For the most part, though, the new artivals did
oo mind. I fact, Palonder recalled that many
wete 5o eager 1o assimilale inlo American socicty
that they altercd their names themselves. Cne
CoOmmon practice was to change their surname 10
the closest American translation.

One seldom finds a black family living in a
Southwestern Pennsylvania coal or coke 1own,
There were oo blacks in Star Junction, although
a few did work there from time o time. The
Cochrans decided at some poinl that ro blacks
would be permitied ta live in Star Junction,
Both Frick and Suparméan maintained this prac-
tice, To (his day, there are no blacks in tuwn,
Mosi of the ather arca coke owns praciiced this
exclusion as well. Since many coal oporators
braupht in black miners as scab labor during
labor disputes, it is probable thal local miners



viewed them with disirust and animosity. Local
biacks, thercfore, settled in Whilsett, 2 small
town 1o the north of Perrvopolis.

Recreation

Recreation in Star Junction did not dilfer
markedly from any ather coal or coke wwn.
Washington Coal and Coke sponsored a baseball
teany, the Tigers, who played as part of Frick’s
River League (Sce figure 3-100, There was a

* i -~
Figuwre 3-10 Unknewn ballplayer for Star Junction
Tigers, ca. 1910, Courtesy of Lavinnie Woodward.

company-built playground and baseball diamond
below Turkey Knob where residents would gather
for the big games, 1n addition, thene was a
poclhall in the theater building, and another in
Sweetcake. For thosc inclined, thers was also a
brothel in Sweetcake, although this was kept
quiet. Some of the men belonged to fraternal
arganizations like the Knights of Pythias, Odd-
fellows and the Redmen. The Slovak Gymnastic
Union Sokol #127 was also active and partici-
pated in oounty and state competitions. [n the
summer, employees went W Crabapple Lake,
which the company awned, for swimming and
hoating. In the winter, they ice skated st the
reservoir. Woddings were another preal source
of entertain-ment, cspecially the ones that lasted
for scveral days! One resident noted that the
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only time a policeman was negded in Siar
Junction was "when the foreigners had a
wedding."#!

There were dances, too, such as high school
proms and partics held upstairs in a Toom over
ke theater. Muolincto, the town shoemaker, bed
fhe Wombal Syncopalers, a favorite local bund?
In the 1910s other dances were held in 4 hall in
the basement of the Hungarian Church. Everyone
in 1own pariicipated regardless of nationaliry.
Mary Torrussio cxplained that before the dance
began, strands of fresh fruil were situng across
the ceiling. During the festivities, a young man
might ask the lady of his choice 10 pick a plece
of fruit for him. Bui because 1he celling was
high, the Romeo in question was required 1o il
the young woman in his aims. By permiliing ar
refusing such close contact, the lady would reveal
her interest of disinlerest in the prospeciive
suitor! This courtship ritual ¢nded when the
church was wrn down in 1923

Labor Relations

Labor disputes were @ sipnificant, but in-
frequent, aspect of Star Junction's history. When
the Star Junction plant apened in 18393, the
United Stales was In the midst of 2 nalionwide
depression.  In mesponse to the economic Situa-
tion, mahy mines in the Connellsville region were
closed or operating al a reduced scaly, Al the
same lime, coal operalors slashed wages 1o
minimize their l1osses.  Area miners burpained for
a sliding wage scale, but meeling no response
from their emplovers, decided to strike.

When the Fayelle Counly miners went on
strikg, both Washington mines were operating on
i normal production schedole and all of the
gveRs were in blast. Working full-time and
making good moncy, Star Junction men had litile
nced for a sliding scale. Since the Washington
works was large and employed many men, it was
seen as a central weak spot in the siriking
minars” plan. Thus, closing the Siar Junclion
mines hecame a prime directive.  On May 23,
1893, over 40X striking miners descended upon
Stckel Hollow 1o convince the Washingion men
to stsike. 1 was intended 1o be an orderly
gathering, bul most of the Siar Junclion miners




rcfused o participale, insisting ihat their wages
were secure. Undaunted, the strikers camped out
around the wwa., The next marning the miners
came out of their howses ineading 10 enter the
mincs, but were warned away by strikers.
Specially appointed company deputics artived o
eseaTl the men into the mines bul wore met by
armed resistance.  The deputics responded by
firing on the strikers and killing four men, >
The sirikers dispersed and rhe Washington
mineis went hack o work.

The next strike did not Qocor until 922, when
ihe Washingron men walked out on thefr own
accord. However, evidence indicales that 1he
Washington men did not unanimously supporn
the strike, The natlonwide sirike of 1922 was
the worst in the history of the hiluminous
industry--more than 1,807 separate strikes
accurred in Pennsylvania alone™’  Conneiisville
was one of the strongest union centers in Lhe
state, Located less than fifteen miles north, Star
Junctivn was undoubredly swaved v ils influcnee.

Mast of the porsons infervicewed pointed 1o
the sirike of 1932-33 as the only real labor
dispute the own encountered.  Under the
Cochrans” leadership, Star Junction miners and
coke workers were reasonably contenl. The
company consistently mainlained wages, rents
were low, and 4 general fecling of troe
paternalism pervaded. Ada Jones was quick to
note that during the Depression, the company
"carticd Cyery man.” Each fumily continued 1o
make purchases at the swore on credil and when
the Depression seemed over and production back
1o normal, the accounls were waived,  Loyalty 1o
Washinglon Coal and Coke, and the Cochrans in
particular, remaincd fairly high theoughowl their
ownership of the Lown and works. But when L
C. Frick Coke Company acquired 1he works in
1930, labor problems started in carncsl.

The Frick Coke Company allorwcd its
emplovess 1 participale in a "brotherhood
union.” That is, employees had representalion in
a company-contredled union bt could not join 2
nalional organization like the United Mine
Workers of America (UMWA), When it 1ook
over Lhe Star Junction works, Frick fully expecled
the men o juin the brotherhood. Many did, b
others refused, realizing that Frick’s brotherhood
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union offered litde prowction from wiage cuts.
Frick oificials prohibiied 1he men rom secking
represcrtiation in the national wnion with the
result that Starc Junclion men went on strike in
1932, Sirikers blocked 1he roads and threatened
scabs with violenoe, Frick omdered its company
padice 10 cscorl sitikebreakers inlo the mine and
called in the state milita to keep order, but
shogling broke oul nonctheless. Helen Dravis
recalled, "We were alraid during all the shooting,'
The sirike wonl on throwghowt 1933 and into
1934, ending only when Frick olficials agreed w
sign & conlract with the miners and the
UMWa

Past W Present

Many changes have cceurred in Star Junction
since the mines ceased operating in the 1950s,
G of the most Obwious is the dramatic
alteration of the company houses. Under
Washington Coal and Coke ownetship all of the
houses bore a siriking resemblance w each other
whether semi-detached, detached or \wenement,
Alterations begat in the 19308 when Ho C Frick
Coke Company applied ashestos shingles to the
howuses in various shades of "eply red, groen and
brown."’ Around the same time, Frick ordered
the demolition of Red Row and Ol Mcexico.
Sweetcake also disappeared. By the end of
Warld War [T, most of the surviving houses had
been hought by private individuals. Not sur-
prisingly, owners immediately began altcring the
company hovses by adding batlirooms, changing
windows and applying new siding. Many of the
semi-delached houscs were made inlo single-
family residences during this perind,

The charagier of the wwn has changed since
the howses wers so0ld in the 19508, moestly
becanse of shilts in residency as old-limers were
repiaced by newenmers, The company store was
turned over 1o a cabinet manufacturer and 1he
school and theater were demolished, A four-lanc
highway was buill along the old raifroad grade
and now bisects the wown. The intersection of
this highway {(Roule 51} and Oid Route 51 is
marked by a stoplighl, a gas station and a video
slore.  Yeou, despiie (hese modern intrusions,
vestipes of the vanished indvstry remain: the
power house and @ few ovent on the west side of



Roule 5t just south of wwn. Studied in
conjunction with the churches, the store, the plan
and the many houses, Star Junctiem provided an
exceptional GPPorumity Lo study everyday life in
the cuke region of Southwestern Pennsylvania
between TRED and 13M),
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CHAPTER 4

WINDBER

Windber is distinet among southwestem
Pennsylvania’s coal company towns because il
consisted of a large, independent town cetter
surrpunded by cleven dependent mining scttle-
ments.  Built as its regioval headquarters, the
Berwind-White Coal Mining Company wanted
Windbor 1 present & positive corporale image,
and so it set put 1o create 4 model mining
community. For this reason, the 1own [catured
broad, tree-lined streels, a central park with a
bandstand, dewached houses for workers and a
variety of privately owned specially shops.
Berwind-White actively encouraged outsiders 1o
establish new businesses with the resull that
Windher had a far more varied economic base
than most coal wwns. The company also
instipated 2 propram throegh which employees
could buy houses instead of rent. Dl these
special considerations did not extend beyond the
Lwn’s bonndaries.,

Seattered thtoughout the countryside arownd
Windber, the satellile communities had their own
stores, houses and mines bui novertheless de-
pended upon Windber for their survival,  Despire
the conmpany’s claim to provide everything "that
makes For the comfort and convenience™ of its
employees, living and working conditions in town,
and espeeially in the satcllites, were similar o
coal wwns elsewhere in the region.  In additdon,
Gerwind-While repeatedly slashed wapcs, prac-
liced favoritism and black-listing, utilized
company police, and ¢victed union sympathizers.
As the following chapter will show, Windber, like
Pullman, Hlincis, proved that envitonment alone
was not sufficient (o overonme the inherent
deficiencies of the company-lown sys1em.

The Company

The Berwind family’s involvement in the
coal trade began in 1861 when the eldest son,
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15-year-old Charles, went 10 work lor Robert H.
Powell, a Philadelphia coal merchant. Berwind
continued working for Powell after the Powelhon
Coal and lron Company was furmed in 1863 and
heeame ils vice president by age 210 When the
Powellton Company disbanded, Berwind formed a
now partnership with John Bradiey, bul hy 1874,
Berwind and Bradley, too, had dissolved.
Undaunted, Berwind hecame associatled with a
retired judpe, Allison White, previcusly of the
voil firm White and Lingle. The resuluing
parincrship included Charles’ younger brother,
Edward, and was known as Berwind, White and
Cnmp:my.g

Operaling primarily in central Pennsylvania,
the Philadelphia-based firm opened its first minc,
Furcka No. 1, in Houtzdale, Clearficld County,
in 1874, Ower the next decade it wos followed
rapidly by Eurcka Nos. 2 and 3; the Goss Run
mine: Atlantic Nos. 1 and 2; Furcka 4, 3 and 6;
Calaract 1; and the Karthus mine, all in
Clearficld County.  Producing well over 3,(KN
tous a day, Berwind, White and Company was
soon recognized as one of 1he larges coal firms
in the state--and renowned for their "celebrated
Eurcka bituminous coals,” 1o order © manapge
their expanding empire more elMiciently, the
partners incorpogated as the Berwind-White Coal
Mining Company in 1586 with Charles F.
Berwind, president; Edward I Berwind, vice
president; Fred MeOwen, sceeretary; and Allison
White, treasurer.  Within a few months, Allison
White passed away and was succeeded by another
brother, Harry A. Berwind.”

Continuing 1o operate as Berwind-While, the
firm bought ap extensive lands in Clearheld and
Centre counties. They vpened the Ocean,
Pacilic, and West Eurcka mincs, as well as
Eureka Nos. 7 through 297 As a result of
Eiward's superb salesmanship, most of the coal
produced was 501 10 ocean-going steamships.
Among those served by Berwind-While wete the




Inman, Korth German Llovd, Cunatd, Hamburg,
and French lines, giving the company a virtual
mongpoly of the transatlanlic sicamship coal
market,  To supply all ol their customers, the
Berwinds maintained a ftect of sixly barges and
more than 3,000 coal cars.® By 1890, the
growing demand for Berwind coal necessitaled
immediaie expansion. The company thus began
1o fogws its attention on the noarty coalficlds of
Somersol county.

Despite the vast mineral resources available,
Somersel County was still predominantly rural,
It had a small population, litle capilal, and an
undcrdeveloped fransportalion systcm."; Large-
scile coal development required a company like
Berwind-White, which had enough money to
finance the construction of tail lines, open mines,
and recruit labor., Thus, in 1893, when Boerwind-
While began acquiring properly, it set in motion
the forees 1hat would eventually \rinsform
Somersel Counly jnto one of the most prodaclive
vial regions in Pennsylvaniz.

By 1357, Berwind-While owned ali of the
land around preseac-day Windber, including the
minctal and serface rights of the Wilmore Coal
Company, & small local firm. Berwind-While
then reorganized Wilmote Coal inlo a land-
holding subsidiary in charge of administering the
company's 6500 acets in northern Somerscl
County. In Scplember, Eurcka No. 30 was
opencd into the Lower Kittaning scam (also
known as the Miller vr B scam). Twelve other
mines, Eurcka Mos. 31 thioagh 42, soon
follawed.” The Sculp Live] Railroad was
extended souh from Berwind's Yellew Run shalt
in Duunln, Cambria Counly, 10 serve these mings.
By the turn of the century, the Windber mines
along produced more than 3 million 1ons of coal
per year.”

With the advenl of World War [, Berwind-
White continued 10 cxpand 18 operations by
opeting new mines in Westmoreland and
Cambrig counties, and in West Virginia and
Kentucky, Subsidiaries such as the Ceean Coal
Company, Herminie Land Company, Now River
Consalidated Coal Company, Ocean Supply
Company and Euvrcka Supply Company were
cslablished to manage OPCrations in cach now
arca. Meanwhile, the fitm mainined i

corporate headquarters in Philadelphia; sales
offices in Mew York, Baltimore and Boston;
shipping picrs all along the East Coast; and
hunkering depots in the Caribbean.  As i3
overscas shipping needs grew, the company
acquired the Berwindmaoor, the Berwindvale, 1he
Berwindlez and the Enl::l'!uhfin-:lglt:n.*:l After the war
ended, Berwind-White used these ships 10
advance its European cxport frade. By the 1520s,
maost of the American coal imported by France
and [laly bore the Berwind stamp,

Tn the 19305, Berwind-While bepan a period
of transition that was to last for several docades.
The Depression, the beginning decline of the coal
industry, atd the election of Charles Dunlap,
Edward J. Berwind's nephew, o the company
presidency, collectively forced the company 10
explore new direclions. Waorld War Ll generated
4 sudden resurgence of the coal industry,
but the wartime boom years ended yuickly.

Facal with tncreasing compelition rom cheaper
fucls, a subslantial reorganization of the
COMPAny's intercsts ocgurred in the 1950s that
included shutting down most of the Pennsylvania
and West Yirpinia mines. Capital that had
previously been used 1o mainiaim these mincs was
then redirected into non-eoal-related pursuits
such as industrial products, real cstale, heallh
care, pharmaceuticals and natural resources. In
1962, the Berwind-White Coal Mining Company
wag again rcorganized ime the Berwind
Corporation, with C. C(irakam Berwind, Harry A
Berwind's prandsom, as s president Any
remaining mining aclivily ccased at this time,
although Berwind retained its <xlensive mineral
and surface righis. Today, the "celebraled Eureka
bituminous coals” are leased and extracted by
smail operalors but account for only a minor
perceniage of the presenl company’s income.

Planning and Develapment

Windber

In the mid-nincteenth century, most of the
surfuce land around present-day Windher
comprised a farm belonging to David Shafier.
Rich in resources, Shaffer's property extended
rrom Paint Creck across rolling hills 1o the
Cambria County linge. On the farm, Shafler



operated a small sawmill, a coal mine and a
I'nrgc." ® The site was ideal for large-scale
indusirial development and in E893, Berwind-
While's superintendent, James 5. Cunningham,
approached Shaffer with an offer to buy the [arm.

Ot the next few years Cunningham
aquircd thousands of acres of land in northern
Somerset County, including Shaflfers properly.
By 1847, the first local mine, Eurcka No. 30 was
open, and plans for Windber well underway.
Fram the hepinning, Windber was conceived as a
madel mining community. As Leilur Magnusson
discovercd, anc of the reasons companies build
towns is (0 "advertise the company and keep I
favorable before the public™ The Berwind-
White Company, which participated in Magous-
son's survey, clearly apreed:  Windber would not
only serve as 3 base fur all of the company’s
wostern mining operations, but it would become
an industrial center worthy of outside attention.
Although the Berwinds controlied other mining
communilies in the bituminous coallields,
Windber was 10 be a regional headquarters and
as such, considerably larger and berter planned.

Although James Cunningham is considercd
the "Father of Windber,” it was his assisiani,
Heber Denman, who laid cut the wwn. The year
1897 was fraughl with activily as strocts were
surveyed, water and sewer lines laid, lots planted
and company houses huilt!? By 1900, the
gompany-owned newspaper boasted:

Mo city of the west, boomed by mines
of silver o1 pold, can compare in any
ruspect with the vigorous town nesiling
among the bills of Somerset. Here the
goal drift and cornficld are side by side
and orchard and (orest, grove and
farmhouse bound the horizon of
vision. ™

At Lhe same time, Somersel, the counly seal, was
still a guiet likle community. The Berwinds
easily envisioned Windber surpassing it in size
and impurtance, but realized that such develop-
menl required extra capital.  Therefore, they
actively envouraged outside investors 1 come 1o
Windber and establish new ventures.,  Almost
avernight, David Shaffer’s farm was translormed
into a noisy, busy boomtown. By the warn of the
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cenlury, il certainly sppeared as il Windber were
well on the way (0 becoming the "metropolis of
somerset County.™

Initial development tuek place in the valley
northeast of Paint Creek. Althouph situated at
the hottom of a slipht hill, the valley botlom wias
flal cnouph (0 atilize 4 grid plan. The engineers
laid out six major sirests named Cambria,
Somerscl, Graham, Washinglon, Jackson, Jefter-
son, and Lincoln avenues, These were crossed by
numbered strects.  Paimt Creek Aowed between
17th and 19th strects, dividing the grid plan into
two uneven sections. Graham and Somerset
avenues connect the wo sections, but curve
slightly after crossing Paint Creck because of a
hili to the south (Sce figure 4-1). The
company-owned railroad winds its way through
town, 100, running between facksan and
leiferson, then splitting above Graham Avenue 1o
teach Cureka MNos. 35 and M 10 the north and
Eurcka Nos. 33 and 34 to the south.

Graham Avenue is the main thoreughlare.
Early construction ok place primarily between
Qth and I5Uh streets, By 1859, these fow blocks
comprised the central business district,  Some of
Windber's most architecturally prominent struc-
turcs are situated within these few blocks,
including the Arcadia Theater and Palace Hotel
{See ligure 4-2).

Gradually, oiher privite businesses appearcd
on Graham Avenue, such as the Windber
Brewing Company and the Windher Lumber
Company. There were grocerics, jewelers, hotels
and tinsmiths. Bt as one headed oul of 1own in
cither direction, the character of the sireet
changed from commercial 10 residential.  Even
today, houses line Graham Ascnuc from Faint
Botough to &h Street, and then from 23rd Sireet
i Rummel. Theee ate also [our churches and
two schools ulong Graham,

Berwind sct aside & prime 1ot on Graham
Avenue for & central park. It was bounded by
Graham, 15th Strect and the railroad tracks and
contained a bandsiand for ouldoor recitals. As
developmen! downiown procecded, the park lands
assumed preater commercial value. Thus, in
1913, PBerwind financed the consituction of a
farge, two-story edifice on the corner of Graham



Figure 41 Sirect map of Windber, Paint and Scalp Level.
Reproduced fmom "Map of Johnstown and Vicinity,” Deasy
CienGraphics Lahoratory, Penn State University, 1985,
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Avenue and 151h Sweel. The upper floor was
designed 10 house the offices ol the Wilmore
Coal Company, Berwind-While's subsidiary land-

Figure 4-2 View of the Arcadia Theater {IQED}Jﬁmm;!rcial
buildisgs, and Palace Hotel on Geabam A¥enue, Taken by
Jot Lowe, HAER photegrapher, 1288,

Figure 4-35  Vicw of post office building {1913). on the
eorner of 15th Street and Graham Avenue, Taken by Jet
Lowe, HAER photographer, 1588

holding company. The [irst floor was reserved
for the post office (See figute 4-3). Next o i,
an the north, saf a small, wood-frame passenger
station. Bicause of the increasing number of
arrivals and departurcs in Windber, a new
passcnger station was buoilt in 1916, This large,
rectangular, brick building was erected in 1he
middle of the park along the south side of the
raileoad tracks. A smaller Lrolley station was
built along Graham at the cormer of 15th Street
al the same Wme, The Midway, a group of stores
and holels, was constructed across the (racks
from the passenger siztion. By World War 1, the
park was one of the busiest places in town,
crisscrossed by trains and pedestrian traffic. It
was also aboul 50 percent smalier than originally
designed.

1h
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In 1897, Berwind-While olficials insurocied the
engineering stall to reserve ali of the 1ods along
15th Strect between Graham and Cambria
gvenues for its own osc, By 1899, insurance
maps reveal that the two ¢lubhouses, Evrcka
store, post office, passenger station and Wikmore
House Hotel--all financed by the coal
company--occupied the lots surrounding the
IJavid Shafler house at 15ch Screct and Somerset
Avenue. By 1904, the fire siation, Leisier House
Hotel, Clement Building and various hrick stores
lined the southern corner of 15th and Graham
wilh the first Windber Electric Light Company
¢nd an ice plant béhind them (See figure 4-4),

- L ARE ' b
Eigure 4-4 Yiew of Clerent Building {left), and Leigker
House Hotel [right], both built ¢a, 1902 on 15th Strect.
Taken by Jet Lowe, HAER photographer, 1988

While these buildings were under construction by
private individuals, Berwind-White moved the
Shafier house a few yards north and built ils now
oflice, @ two-story, stone building, in its place.

[ emm, T . .
Figure 4-B View of former Berwind - White Coal Mining
Company main ofice building, buoilt ca. 1902 on Lthe
corner of 15th Street and Somerset Avenua. Taken by Jet
Lows, HAER photographer, 19848,




Within twenty years, the company also
replaced the frame post office ot 1the opposiie
corner with a new, Iwe-story, hrick building. The
new post office (1913 and trolley station (1917}
wire open by World War 1, and 1he BEureks
Depariment Store had doubled in size. The last
olfice huilding buill by 1he company wis the
Electric Building, constructed io 1925 on fhe sile
ul the Wilmore House {Sce figures 4.3, 4-6, 4-7).

In conjunction with this group of
commerial Siruciercs along Graham Avenng and
the impressive collection of privale residences

Figure 4 G View of main Eureko Depﬁrtmnnt Store, dating
fearn 1899 and standing on the east corper of 15th Street
and Scmersel Avenue.

e . — e Doy

Figure 4-7 Windber Electric Duilding, built 1925 on the
north side of 15th Street. Taken by Jet Lowe, HAER
phatographer, 1588.

on Somerset Avenue, the builings along 151h
Strect [orm the heant of downlown Windber.

The Satellites

Berwind-White apened mare mines in the
hills around Windber throughout the 191k,

These new mines, Eurcka Now. 33 throwgh 42,
were all voiside the official borough boundaries,
while the carlier Enrcka Nos. 30, 31 and 32 were
on the periphery (Se¢ fipure 4-8), Ahhough not
cntirely isolaled, the new mines were still far
cnough away from the Wwwn cenler to Tequine
their own houscs and stores.  Thesc smalber
mining communilics can be compared o the
satellite texiile-mill villages that rose arouml
Lowell and Manchester in the earlyv-nineleenth
century:  they [uncrioned independently from
cach other, and had their own housing, schoots
and stores, but remained dependent on the wwn
center.  Unlike the texiile saellies, however, all
of the Eurcka mines were conirolled by the same
[MICL COTNpany.

Despite strong ties 1 Windber, cach satellite

mining community maintained a separate identity.

[n fac1, Berwind-White employees living at the
ming sites referred W otheir community by the
miti¢ fumber; residents of howses near Evreka
Mo 40, therefore, lived not in Windber or Scalp
Level, ban al "40." These communities bave
never heen incorporaled as individual towns.
They are 511l known by Ltheir ming numbers
although, ironically, many of the presemt
inhabitants cannot locate the original ming sites.
Cureka MNos. ¥, 35, 36, 37, 40 amd 42 are the
only surviving satellite communities.?*

Unlike Windber, the satellites reflect licle
conscious planning cffort. Insiead, they resemble
maore lypical mine paiches, where the mine sile
tecoived primary consideration and housing,
secomd. The placement of the houses, lpples,
railroad tracks and mine buoildings all reflected
the natoral terrain (See figure 4-9). Such was
the case at Mos. 35 and 36

The communitics for Mos. 35 and 36 sil on
the hill abowve 174h Street. To reach them, one
drives oul Railroad Street {an olishoot of 17th
Streel), up a fairly steep incline 1 where the
road lewels off. At the western end arce the
remains of the No. 33 mine site, including the
tuins of Berwind-White's first central power
plant. To the east, moving slightly uphill, are
the old company store for Noo 35 an the south

side of the road, and rhe dispensary on the north.

Mexl, are thres semi-detached frame houses,
Buill [or the No. 33 bosses, they were localed



o, 7
]
!
i1 ® Mine Site § k 4]
Py + Company 3tore
0 !
it ﬁ@ + %"“\‘
= E ; S
., :351‘ AR kY
“p [ panih g
ox ~ e,
55N %
» . L
ﬁg@‘- . -

™

Figure 4-8 Map of Windber and its satellite mining communitics.
From U. 8. Immigratien Commission Repart (1911).
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close o Lthe ming in case of an emergency.
Beyond these are the company houses. There
wite forty-seven semi-detached houses for Mo, 33
and thirty-nine for No. 36, Arranged in a lingar
pattern on barh-sides of the sireet, the
communitics could best be described as a wide
place in the road. Because of the sicep hills
above and below the road, 1his was the only
possible plan. The (w0 groups of housing are
sepatated by a brick public school. The No. 36
mine site was at the far cast end.

Mitural topagraphy also determined the
placement of the sighty-cight semi-detached
houscs al mine No. 37, located two-and-u-half
miles norihwest of wwi. Al of the houses were
arranged in linesr patlerns, One group of hooses
was built on both sides of Scalp Level Pike
Like Railroad Sireet, the Pike runs along a ledpe
cut into the hillside. Just below it, Benwind-
White cul another road inwe the hillside; a
sccond group of company houses was baill along
this road on the north side. There were wo
more groups of housing farther down the hill
near the mine site. The mine foreman’s house
and The company store wite strategically placed
in the center of the entire communily.

OF all the mine sateliiles, only No. 40 had a
grid plan. Locawed just two miles norith of
Windber off Otd Scalp Hill, it was one of the
tongest operating apd most productive of (he
Berwind mines., As elsewhere, the minc sile
occupied the flattes) arca with ils 110
semi-detached houses on the hill above, The
prid consists of four numbered strects crossed by
two namcd streets. By placing the grid at an
angle o the hillside, the engincets minimized the
sirect grade while ensuring proper drainage of
the site.

Railroad Stireet is the most direct way 1o
raach the Mo, 42 seitlement. Silualed
thece-and-a-half miles northeas) of Windber in
Cambria County, (he lfiy-one honses at Mo, 42
wire built in a typical lincar plan. There are
thrae strieis at Mo, 42 bul they are neither
parallel nor perpendicalar; rather, they foorm o
rough trizngle around 1he abandoned mine sile.
The company slofe, stble and slaughterhouse
were located inside the southern tip of the
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triangle where Railroad Street enlers the
community. The dispensary and mine office were
located immediately nocth, Most of the houses
at No. 42 were buill along Clyde Street, which
extends (o the northwest away from the company
store.  Clwle Strect was bent slighily 1o conlorm
to a branch of Paint Creek. There are sleven
other houses o the notth of (he mine sike. The
weslernmost house belonged o the mine forcman
and was sct aparl [mom it5 neighbors. !9

Repgardiess of the company's planning cfiuns,
Windbet was still a coal town. As such, cortain
conditions persisted despire physical armangement.
By the advent of World War 1, thirlcen mines
WeTe DpeTating in clost proximity 1o wwn, cach
with its own "boney” pile of wasle nearby,
Composed of cxtremely flammable coal wasies,
the piles ignited, emitting hydrogen suilide und a
smeil likened o roten egps.’’ Trains loaded
wilhl lump coal tumbled through the commauni-
Lics, shrill whistles signalled the beginning and
cnd of cach shifi, and smoke from the hoge
stcam peneralors hung in the air. Since houses
had to be near the mine, enpleasam surroundings
wore unavoidable, [mportantly, these problems
characterized all coat towns, even those thal were
"model communitics™ like Windber, Knowing
this, it is probable that the Berwinds never
intended to correct all of the inkerent problems
of coal company wowns, but instead sought oniy
1o make condilions as agrecable as possible
pnder the circumsiances.

Warkers' Housing

Housing in town was clearly sepregated.
Miners lived in small, crowded houses on the
fringes of town, while management personnel 2nd
prominent busincssmen lived in somewhal morc
pretentions homes on the Hill, an area northesst
of Graham Asvenue that Berwind rescrved [or
such occupants.  Unlike workers™ houscs, most of
these wore Tarpe dwellings with spacious yards
and shady trees. CQuile a few were cven relerred
L0 &% MAansions.

The houses Berwind-White buoili for its
mining employees varicd somewhat in plan and
elevaticon, but all were simple, two Story, wond
siructurcs.  In Windber, most of the miners’




homes were detached dwellings; in the satellites
thoy wire semi-detached.  Most had horizonlal
weatherhoard siding and shingle roofs although
some had board-and-batten siding with
composition puper rools, Whether in lown or in
the satellitg communilics, the howses sat nedr the
front of extremely deep lots. None had indoor
plumbing, bul by 1915, ail had clectric light.
Furthermore, Berwind-White paintcd all of ity
company houses white with black trim. This
strengthencd the image of uniformily even when
howses did vary stighty.

Ii is said that Berwind-White aflowed some
cmployees to participate in desipming their own
houses as part of their model company fown
plan. [0 this way, the company could proudly
boast that insicad of building "houses for
workers," they were promating "homes for
participants in the Greal Enterprise™®  While
this vomeepi had greatl appeal on paper, it never
actually became the puiding principle the
company professed i to be, For anc thing, it 1%
apparcnt fhat Berwind-White limited allerations
t the basic house plans,  Afer all, the cost
efficiency af company houses relied upon their
relative homogeneity.  Indeed, most of the houses
in town are the same size (five rooms), and ditfer
from cach other only in their orientalion w he
sireet {Compare the floor plans in Figures 4-11
and 4-12). Some have gable fronts, some have
gable ends; there is no logical alweration of (he
twi plans, which seems o indicaie that the
oricnlation was 1efl up 1o the occupant. 5o,
while sinne employees were probably consaited
regarding 1he design of their company houses, the
overshiclming simitarity of the houses indicales
that thair input was soverely restricted.  And
although it was theoretically possible for
individuals 1w buy company-buill houses, few
persens could actually afford o do so. Thus,
altherugh the company considercd its employess
"purlicipanis,” thelr participation was very limiled.

Yindber

Construction in town proceedad rapidiy after
the first mines opencd. A fow houses were
dismantlesd a1 the company's Houtzdale,
Pennsylvania, mine and reassembled in Windber,

)

inclading the first two housces on 1he north side
of 17th Street above Somerset Avenue’”  Just
cast of these are an early growp of company-built
houses along Cambria and Somerset streets,
berween Paint Creek and 20th Streel (See fipure
4-100). By 1899, there were [orty-one dwellinps at
the site.”  All were detached, twa-story,
balbon-frame howscs with three bays, weather-
board siding and shingle roofs.  Each measured
approdmalely 200 x MY The houses had small
seibacks from the sireet bul individeal lots were
Yarge, about 45 x 1557, forming a fairly spacious
packyard with toom for pardens and cutbuiidings.
Narrow alleys ran bewween the yards, creating a
firehreak and permitling access 1o the interior of
the bleck, Tenants of these houses probably
worked a1 Eureka No. 32

Anuthet farge proup of company houses was
located bewween Jefferson Streer and Bip Paint
Creek near Ming 31, Houses lined both sides of
Sth and 10th sireets, amd the soubwes) side of
11th, In 1899, there were sioly-sixc dwellings in
those six blocks.  All were pwo-and-a-hall-story,
detached, lwo- or Lhrec-bay balloon-lrame
stiructures, depending on 1heir crientation o the
street {Sce figores 4-11, 4-12, 4-13). The original
conslruction drawings for these houses show the
same structure in twe positions, gable-end or
gable-front. Both had standard weatherboard
siding and shingle roofs,  Approximately eipght
had reat ells, but only five had porches of any
kind. Lots were arranped as before, belwesh
S0wide sireets and 2(P-wide alleys. An iron
bridge led across Paint Creek (o Mine 31,

There were three wood-Trame 1enemenis
called the "Hungasian Quarters™ just across the
bridge. Similar tenements were alse buill at
Eurcka Nos. 32, 33, 34, 36, 37 and 382 Unlike
the houscs, they used vertical plank consiruciion.
Walls consisied of an inner layer of boards nailed
1o the face of the sill at the ground level, and 10
juist bearcrs al the second story and attic levels.
The joist ends were then notched to fit over 1he
joist bearen: nails hammered through the inner
hoards into the joist ends provided additional
supporl. A laver ol tar paper was applied over
the innet layer, and 16" boards and hattens wene
nailed over that 1w form the ouler skin.  Interior
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Figure 4-11 First and sceond oot plans For a detached,

pable-from miner's houwse,

Company, 1900 .

By Berwind-While Coal Mining
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Figure 4-13 Company howses an ITEth Street at the railcowd tracks, Taken by Jet Lowe, HAER photuegrapher, 1988,

partition walls vscd 2" x 4" siads nailed in place
over two layers of floorboards, then all interior
walls and ceilings wore lathed and plastered.
Each tenement measured 28" x 72" and had six
four-rocsm uniis. Three lenements stll sland
near No. 36,

The next major development of company
houwses in Windber oocurred sometime between
1899 and 1904 {Sec figure 4-10). Howscs were
construcled on the souihcast side of 6th Street,
and both sides of Tth, 8th and Sth sieeils
between Graham and Jefferson, Unlike the two
previous developments, these houses wire not
uniform. Although all were two-story, balloon-
lrame structnres, some were semi-detached, some
had rear ells and some had porches. They also
vary in their orientation 1o the streel. Maps of
Windber show all of 1he houses on 9h Strect to
be detached and considerably larger than the
athers.,

Al Llhe same time, additional dwellings were
built on the southeast side of 21st Strect and
koth sides of 22nd Streel helween Cambria and

fa4

Graham avenues, Most wore detached, excepl
for six duplexes on 22nd Sweet. Many ol these
new houses were identicul w0 those on Sth Streel,
hut had six to cight rooms instead of four, All
were Iwo-and-a-hall story, frame, with 1he same
siding and shingled roofs (See fipnre 4-14),

The Stockholm Avenuoe houses were also
consiructed by 1904, Facing the railroad (racks
between 18Wth and 2150 sireets, Stockholm Avenue
probably gat 115 name from the Swedish
immigranis who lived there,  Locally it was
known as "Swode Streer” Houses followed the
same pallern seen elsewhere in town:  detached,
three-bay, two-and-a-half stor, wood-lrame
struciures with fonr ot five rooms.

The Satellites

The first company hauses buill in the
Windher arca were located near Mine No. 30.
These wenty scmi-detached houses were built
near the western boundary of Paint Berough,
They were simple, four-bay, balloen-frame




structures with stome foundations, end chimneys,
and weatherboard siding, Each unit had six
rooms: parlor, dining room and kitchen
downstairs, and three bedrooms above.  There
was 450 a cellar and an aulic. Both uniis
togethur measured 32' x 24" with a 24" x 14" rear
eli (See figures 4-15, 4-16, 4-17).  Each structure
cosl 3300 o build and rented for $2 & month,
the maximum rent for a company house in
19112

One of the most istact areas of company
housing around Windber is Railroad Street {Sec
figure 4-18). Built in 190 to house empluyees
at Mine No. 33, this community had forly-seven
semi-detached howses (or ninely-six unik). The
ariginal construction drawing reveals that all were
plank construction on stone foundations. The
18"-lomg vertical boards are nailed directly to the
guler face of the sill. The first lioor joists
measure 27 x 10" and are notched 1o it over 1he
sills and girders, At he second floor level, 27 x
8" joists are notched 10 fit over a 27 x &7 joist
bearer nailed 10 the boards. The ends of the

Figure 4-14 Detter company house on 20th Strect between Cambria and 3omerset avepues.

phatographer, 1933,

635

attic floor joists are butted apainst the boards us
woll, A 1" x A7 false plate iy nailed across the
juist ends and the top edge of the board layer.
The rallers, which measure 27 x 6%, are notched
ta fil the lse plate (See figure 4-19)  Inside,
machine-cul lath and a rough coal of plasier
were applied 0 the walls and ceiling.
Floarboards were laid, then partition wall stods
nailed into place; these walls were likewise lathed
and plastered.  Eight-inch baseboards finished
cach room.

Like the houses buill in 1897 a1 Minc No, 30,
each unil had six rooms: a parlor, dining room
and kitchen on the pround floor and Uhres
bedrooms above, plus cellar and auic. AL the
foundations, cach douoble house measured
30" x 24 with a 14 x 24" rcar el housing bk
kitchens. When built, there were side porches
only. The front door was reached via wooden
steps; froni porches have been added since.  Adi
had center chimney fues, four bays and four-light
windows (See figures 4-20. 421, 4-22).

A .
44

Taken by Jet Lowe, HAER
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Figure 4-15 Front clevation and section of a semi-detached
miner's house, By Berwind-White Coal Mining Company, 1857
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By wsing the 1911 LS. Immigration
Commission Report, the 1710 census schedule
and photographs (dated 1913) il is possible to
oblain 4 fairly accurate picture of life at Mine
NoA5 in the 19105, These sources unanimously
indicate overcrowding and poor sanitation as the
overriding characteristics.  Seventy-ihree
houscholds were enumeraled in the census of
which ffty-five had boarders in addition 0 the
nuclear family. Boarders helped offset the 59 per
month rentl. The aumber of boarders ranged
from one W eleven; four appeared 10 be average.
Linits Mo, 593 and No. 595 are considered
represcntitive: Ne. 353 listed 2 hoshand, wife,
three children and three boarders, all Slovakian:
Mo, 595 housed a husband, wile, teo children
and seven boarders, all Polish,

As W living conditions, the Immigraiion
Commission Report found that coal and wood
were burited a8 fuel and ofl lamps osed for
light.?* Coal stoves provided the only heat.
Privics were built of vertical planks in groups of
four ar the back of each double house. Water

wus hawled from hydranis located between every

w0 houses, A system of open gutiers and pipes
conveyed wasle waler, refuse and cxerément.
Each houschold also maintained a garden in the
backyard, which was feaced with stakes and
chicken wire. Those on the south side of
Railroad Sticet backed up Lo a swich ling for
cmply cosl cars. Often, arcas within individual
vards were fonced to contain chickens, pigs or
cows. > Becaose of such factors, there was little
natural vegetalion in the scttlement.

A noeation on the original consituction
drawing for the houses built a1 No. 35 indicates
that the design was used Tiberally av ovher
Berwind-White mine sites. Thirty were built at
No. 37 in 1900, 100 ar No. 38 in 1901, 100 a1
No. 40 in 1905-1906, and 1en at No. 42 in
1909-1910.7°  Although all of the houscs ar No.
40 survive, Lheir building specifications call for
studded walls instead of planks, The forty-seven
semi-detached houses at Mo, 35 ate the only
knowen wertical-plank howsces 10t in Windber,

The houses al No. 36 are almost identical 1o
those at No. 35, having been bailt [rom the same

Figurs £-18 Yeortical-plunk hovses at Boreka No. 35, built in 1900, Taken by jet Lowe, HAER photographer, 1988,
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Figure 419 Section, vertical plank house. By Berwind-
White Coal Mining Company, 1900.
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Figure 4-20 Front clevaiion, vertical Mank house, By
Berwind-While Coal Mining Company, 1900,
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Figure 4-22 Sccond Moor plan, vertical plank house. By
Berwind-While Coal Mining Company, 1900,
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plan, bul have studded walls and westherboard
siding, To the lar west end of Railroad Street
arc three six-void, plank-frame 1enemenis [tke the
ones built at Mao. 31 in 1897, Sources indicate
that they were oceupted by {linerant bachelor
miners, but al prescnt they are occupicd by

— g
families.”

Berwind-White opened No. 37 in 1899 and
begatt building houwses the following yeat.  Therc
were ¢ighty-cight double houses, rwo siz-unil
renements and ore hotel o accommodate the
employecs and their lamilies.  These onits renied
for $7 per month in 1911, OF the thirty
board-and-batien-sidod houses buill in 1900, only
tweniy-six remained in 1924, ‘These have since
been demolished.  The surviving howses have four
rooms per unit.®’

The Mine No. 40 seitlement was cstablished
in ca. 1915, Originally there were 1IH0 double
houses {Sce figures 4.23, 4-24), One hundred of
these were buill according to the design used at
M. 35, but instead of veriical planks, walls were
constracted of 27 x 4" studs with wealherboards
nutside and [ath and plasier ingide. Because No
40 is closer 1o wwn than No. 37, wnits there
rented for 59 per month compared 10 Lthe average
rent ai Berwind-White mine sites of $6-37 per
month. 3

Although Mine No. 42 opened in 197, the
communily did ot exist until after 1910,
According 10 ome resident, 1he pwenly-one
siX-room houses located near (he store were buiht
firsl. The ninctecn foor-room houses down the
sirect werd built around 1916 (Sce fipure 4-25).
Alil appear to have studded walls; interviews with
residents indicale that the studs arc not
conlinucus from sill to plate, but resembie
platform framing. Rescarch was unable 10
substantiabe this, but if so, they are Lthe oniy
known plaiform-frame company houses around
Windber

Just up the hill is another section of
housing and the Mo, 42 school. The foreman
nccupied the largest house, a detached, frame
struclure jusi cast of the school. The next (wo
houses are semi-detached and were intended o
house the mine bosscs. There are Len
semi-deiached houscs on this wpper sirect; they

74

are probably the oo buiit in YH9-10 a5 noted on
drawing E-1/114. All of the houses a1 No, 42
rented for $9 per month by the 19205 including
free eleciticity. Qutdoor pumps provided running
water, but since it was sulphurous, residents
obtained springwater, tow,

Employecs were niver compelled to rent
company houses. In fact, Berwind-White
cncouraged people 10 buy thelir hooses,  Prices
were [easonable and payable in iow monthly
installments. In 1911, for exmple, 4 fve-room
house cost 5500, or 512 a month. A six-rocm
house cost 700 or 315 2 monih, Paymonts were
usually deducted from the bimonthly paychecks.
Despite the relatively low costs, most Berwind
cmployecs did not purchase their houses. In the
first place, houses were for sale only within 1wwn
limits; all houses in the satellite communitics
were company-owned. Like other companics,
Berwind-White probably retained ownership of
property in the ming communitics becaose of
their more temporary nature.  Also, many miners
were transient; some went 1o other companies,
and some relurned to Evrope. Furthermore,
renting was cheaper since all utilities and
maintenance were free”

Management Housing

Windber

Berwind- White's upper-management personnel
occupicd a wide virdety of dwellings. Most were
located on the Hill, an exclusive, seven block
reaidenlial arca norvth of Grabam Avenue, and
intermingled with the houses of Windber's
doctors, lawyers, businessmen and other pro-
fessionals. The highest-tanking company oflicials,
Iike the superintendent of mines and the generzl
taanager, lived in imposing houscs along 151k
Strect above Somerset Avenue. Locally, they
were referred to as "mansions.”  Such dwellings
wite occupied by only a few individgals, Bul were
nevertheless built and owned by the company.

Berwind-While reserved larpe lols near Lthe
main office building for s senior officials. The
ueen Anne-siyle mansion buill for Assistamt
Superintendent John Lochrie s located just
noriheast of the office on the north side of 15




Figure 4-23 View of Eurcka No. 40 housing, built 19035,
Taken by Joi Lowe, HAER photographer, 1988,
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Stroct. Built ca. 1903, 11s notable {satures
include g three-story, semi-hexaponal tower,
mukii-cninred window pancs, a larpe enclosed
porch, and arnale ornive moldings. The Queen
Anne-style house actoss 1'he SIreet was
constructed ca. 1905 for the superiniendent of
thi Scalp Level District, James Cunningham.
Unlike its neighbors, which face 151h Sireet, this
structore faoes 8 dtiveway 8 shared with the
Berwind Clubhouse 1o Lhe southeast. The main
facade has a hexaponzl tower, bay windows and a
threc-sided wrap porch.

Lochrie and Cunningham reporied io
General Superintendent Thomas Fisher, con-
sifered second in rank only 0 (he Berwind
biothers thomselves, Fisher spent most of s
1ime jn the Phitadelphia office where he Oversaw
atl of Berwind-Yhite's mining operations in 1he
United States. Because the Scalp Level District
was so Imporeant, he maintained a house in
Windbor, Buill ca. 1908, his Colonial Revival
dwelling was sutrounded by a six-and-a-half-acre
tract located just north of Cunningham’s
properly.  Even farther nomin is the last residence
built for a Berwind oflicial in Windber, Lhe
FEdward 1. Newbaiker House.  Constructed for the
vice president of the Berwind-Wilmore Division
in 1921, it reflects the Duteh Colonial style 1hat
was popular in the 1520s,

As company-built houses, all managers’
homes were designed by Berwind-White engineers
and consiructed by the Windber Lumber
Company, & Berwind subsidiary.  Although not
Irained as architects, the cagineers Jdid have
aceess 10 books of plates and plans of houses by
architects. These desipns were then altered 1w
spit the tasie and necds of cach official,
Colonial Houses for Modern Homes: For People
Who Wish thetr dweiliings to be Distinclive,
Tasteful and Characierisiic, written by New York
architect E. 5. Child in 1913, is one soorce [hey
consulted¥  [n this manncr, the company
pravided stylish homes befitting the status of its
senior employecs.

The Satellites

Al the western end of the Eutcka No. 35
seltlement are three more semi-detached houoses.
Although basically the same size as the miners'
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dwellings, they are of shightly betler quality since
they were intended for the mine bosses. These
Lhree have weatherboard siding and front porches
wilh turned posts and Jdecorative brackets,
Window and doot surrounds also received a
greater amount of archilectural reatment (See
figurcs 4-26, 4-27, 4-28). Inside, the kichen
walls were wainsvoted., Each was provided with
an enamel sink and hot water.  But the bigpest
luxury was upstairs: a fufl bathroom wilh sink,
toilet, tub and hot and cold running water; its
walls were also wainsented, The howse directly
oppesile the s1ore was occupicd by 1the No, 35
mine foreman.®? The fact that these hooses were
semi-detached, yer reflect greater attontion to
detail and comfort than mincts' houscs, would
suppor el otcupancy by lower management.
Identical houwses were built for the foremen at
Mo, 37 and No. 42. The for¢man™s house at No.
4t is a three-bay, two-story, wood-frame structure
[ik¢ the hooses in Windber, [t has 2 large froat
porch with omate, machine-cut brackets and

pOsts.

Commercial Buildings

One of the Berwind-White Coal Mining
Company’s most lucrative subsidfaries was the
Eureka Supply Company, Ltd., which adminis-
tered all company-owned stores. Upan
commencement of employmem with Berwind-
White, cach cmployce was required 1o sign an
agreement permidting the company 10 make
pavcheck deductions. Dealing with the company
stores was no! mandatory, bul since "a good
coslomer of the storces is less likely 10 be
discharged should occasion arise than one who
deals at other places,” miners were pressured to
do 503> In the satellite mining communities, the
company store wis the only store available,
Mincrs had 1o buy goods (here or walk 1o the
nearest town. Prices were substantially hipher at
the Eurcka stores, but the quality of merchandise
was generally superior to that of competitans.

Known for their motte, "Dieaiers in Every-
thing,” \he stores offercd a vast array of items
including furniturg, clolhing, grocerices, (0ols and
dry poods. The Tirst Eureka store opened its
doors ca. 1894 al Herminie, Pennsylvania, the
mine communily named for Edward J. Bérwind's
wile. Locally, the first branch store opened in




Pl e i i

Figure 4-26 Fromt clevation, semi-detached foreman’s house
ai Evreka N, 35. By Berwind-White Coal Mining Company, 1905,
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at Cureka No. 35, By Berwind-White Coal Mining Company, 1905,
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1897 to senve the mine community 3t No. 3. By
1916, a branch operated near every mine. In al),
there were (hirty-cight Eurcka stores.® In
Windber alone, there were six: one al 10th and
Jefferson streets for Mo, 31; a1 215t and Graham
for Nu. 32; the main store on 15th Street
between Graham and Somerses; and one branch
cach at Nos. 35, 37, 40 and 42,

Most of the small Eurcka stores around
Windber had a standard design: rod brick,
Iwo-story pilastered walls, corbelled brickwinrk,
and stone foundations. The main facade was
divided by a pent roof exiending across the entine
fromt above the Girst-Moor display windows and
conter dowor,  Five double-hung windows above
the pent raof admitted light 1o the second floar.
At attic level there was a small, square window
sctin the gable or in the center of a low dormer
(See figure 4-29),

Euch store also had an associated slavghter-
nose.  Several of these stores ure still standing:
No. 35 on Railroad $trect in Windber is a tire
dealership; No, 42 is vacanl bul retains ils
slaughterhouss and siable; 1 Sirect is vacany;
No, 30 is a residence; and No. 37 hes beco
substantially altered by its presenl occupants.
The 21st Streel store also survives, but jis
architcctural treaiment is dilfferent from Lhe
others,

Duilt between 1910 and 1914, the 21s0 Street
store served the mosuy {alian population around
ming No. 32, The building is two storics with
ptlastered walls like the others, but its
buif-colored brick with red and green accents
resemble the Palace Hotel fucade. The facade is
also distinctive, with a door to cach side,
windows in the middle and a balcony. Reached
by stairs on both sides, the balcony has a railing
made [rom curved picces of iron. A smal)
canopy shelters it from the clements.  Presently,
the building houses a pizes parlor on the firs
Aoor and aparimems on Lthe sccond.

The main Eureks slore on 15th Sirect is
also unique.  [ls original suoclure was built by
1899: red brick, three floors, a basement, a
railroad platform, and a warehouse 10 the rear
A S10re manager's restdence sal al the back of
the property behind ihe warehouse. 118 front had

a2

a large wriangular pediment with a sunburst modil
and bore the words "Eureka Depariment Store.”
Tall display windows covered he first and second
floors, with somcwhat smaller windows across the
third.

Immediately norih of the store was a
combination bank and post office, constructed by
1904. This structure was brick with a hipped
o0l and Palladian-style dotmer windows. By
1916, the Eurcka Department store had expanded
into this building and a cross-gabled addition 1w
Lhe rear, becoming Windber's largesi commercial
siructure.  Soon aiter, all of the additions were
refinished with an English-Tudor-style layer of
stucc) and woikl.  The intcrior featered 3
pressed-tin ceiling, a cashicr’s cape and Windber's
first elevator.  Cash boxes were conveved [Tom
vach departmenl to the cashiet’s cage in the rear
by an eicoirically opersted system of wires and
pulicys.”® The main store remained open well
afler the smaller ones were closed, In 1969 it
was 8ald (0 a group of investors, The business
operaled as the Eurcka Store until 1982 when its
last owners declared bankrupicy, Scveral smaller
firms occopied the store until 1983, when most of
the building was closed. A Rardware store and
drup store COnNtinue o OCCupy ORe cotner of il
today.

R L Y-
Figure 4-10 Company store on 10th Streck, bBuilt ca.
165 Nate proxunity to houses and raidrosd tracks.

Although all Berwind emplovees were
expected o shop at the Eurcka stores, the
company welcomed olher businesses 10 Windbaer,
some, like the Eureka stores, sold gencral
merchandise; others provided goods or services
that Eurcka siores could nol. Most congregatisd
along Grraham Avenuoe between 11th and 15th



sireeis By 1899, these (hree blocks were already
the esiablished commercial center of wwn.,  Ag-
cording to insurance maps, therg were four gro-
cers, four gencral stores, a barber, two pocl halls,
a cabbler, blacksmith, jewelcr, two handware
storcs, 4 butcher, two clothiers, a larpe planing
mill, a fivery and a Chincse laundry, 8]l operating
in this small area. AJl were frame stroclures and
varied from two to three stories in height, Up-
per floors were reserved {or storage and aparl-
ments,  Long boardwalks ran the length of cach
black, protecting pedestrians from having to walk
in the wide strects.®”

A few other stores operated beyond
Graham. Many were run by immigrants and
served their small ethnic enclaves by offering
highly specialized goods in a comlorlable
atmosphere.  But wilh the opening of each
company-owned store, competition increased so
that Few stayed in business for long, For
cxample, the 1904 insurance maps of Windber
show thac five houses on 10th Sireet below
Graham were operating as groceries, by 1910, a
Eureka store was open on 10th Sireel and (he
small stores were gone.  Eurcka slorcs remained
the dominant commercial force in Windber from
1897 10 the 19705,

Institutional Buildings

Churches were among the first struciures
built in the new community of Windber, By
19417 there were thirteen, reprosenting most
denominations and cthnic gronps. There wete
theee Brethren churches, three Catholic, and one
cach Hungariarn Reformed, Greek Catholic,
Mcthodist Episcopal, Swedish Lutheran, United
Evanpelical, and United Presbyterian,  Hebrew

and Episcopal services werg held in town, as well.

0. John Cantjus is considered the oldest
organized parish, dating ltom 1897, Drawn [tom
the prowing populace, St John's original con-
gregation was comprised mostly of Irish Cath-
olics.  Soon, the parish included Catholics of atl
nationalitics.  As the aumber of Catholic
imimigranis increascd, each ethnic group formed
its own church, St John's eventually became
associated with Windber's Polish communily,
The presert church was begun in 1912 and
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dedicated in October 191477 Designed in the
Gothic style, its ltont facade has two square
towers culminaling in 1win Spircs with golden
crosses at the apexes. From a distance, these
spires are still visible abowe the trecs.

Under the name St Stephen’s, 51 Mary's
Byzanting Catholic Church was eswblished by
immigrants from the northeasicrn section of
Austro-Hungary. By 1900, plans wore made Lo
buiid a church on three lows purchascd from
Berwind-While for $250. In 1901 a new frame
church stood an the corner of &th and Somersel
strects with a brick dwelling for the pastor beside
it. Designed by Johnstown architect George
Wild, 1the ¢hurch was built by (he Windber Plan-
fng Mill Company on Graham Avenue. In 1914,
the church was mowved across the strect and ene-
cased in brick. It is still standing. The con-
pregation contineed to grow and contracted
another Johnstown architect, Walier Mylon, o
draw up plans for a larper structure. The present
church was complelcd down the sirect in 1927 by
the Windber Lumber Company. According o a
stale inventory, the new building 15 Romanesque
Revival; locally, it is referrcd to as Byzantine.

The Firsi Preshyterian Church at 111th and
Somerset strects had its first meeling in March
1899, but did not have a church oniil (he next
vear. Their new church, a simple woopd-lrame
building, was dedicated om May 21, 1900 ani
served the congregation until the presciat church
was built in 1929, There are several oiber
prominent parishes in Windber that date 1o the
turn of the century. These inclede: 55, Cynil and
Methodius Catholic {19(03); 5t. Anthony of Padua
Catholic (1903); 5t. Mary's Hungarian Greck
Catholic (1912); and First Mcthodest {1901).
Holy Child of Jesus {(1921) and S8, Peter and
Paul Crihedox Greck Catholic Choerch 51%}
have large ethnic congregations as well™

The local churches playod an important ole
in the Windber community. Mosi of the congre-
gations weore made up of lirsl- and seoond-
gencration immigrants. In onthodox churches
like St Mury's, 85 Cyril and Methodius, and 55,
Perer and Paul, immigrants heard services in
Greck, Hungarian or Russian from pricsts of the
same ethinic background. By 1he same loken, the
ltaliaps ar S Anthony's and the Irish at Holy



Name of Jesus heard Mass in the lanpuags of
their ¢hurch. Latin. In addilion o languape, the
new parishes obscrwed raditional Feast Day,
Hoiy Days and marriage, chiistening, and funcral
rifes. The parishes buill their own schools and
furmed mutual beneficial societies. Many of the
ethnic sovial clubs were sponsored by churches,
as well”? Forced to learn a new language and
accustom themselves o new surroundings and
customs, the immigranis’ churches cxisted as 2
consiant link to their native lands. Bailt by and
for immigrants, these chueches refloct 4 vital part
of Windber's rich coltural heritage.

Windber Hospital

Speaking of Berwind-White in 1911, the
Immigration Commission stated that "practically
no wellar: work s underaken by the company.”
Instead, they maintained "an air of indillercnce.”
Like many of their contemporaries, the Berwind
krothers leaned away from strict paternalism,
MNeveriheless, the company did linance a oom-
munity hospital in 1935, and for which they
deducted a mandatory health fee of 50 cents per
month [fom each emplovee’s paycheck. OFf the
more than $191,000 paid to cmployees in ¢arn-
ings in 1908, less than I percent was deduciad by
Lhe company for hospital fees. Filly cents was
thus quite reasunable for the unlimited medical
treatment received, but it reflecls the popular
attitude that social services were provided only as
part of an overall business pulicy.”

‘The original 194 hospital structure had a
centoal, two-stary anorite black with two wings
housing the men's and women's wards. The
archilcet is unkrown, bul the Windber Lumber
Company, a Berwind-White subsidiary, carried
ot the actual construction. Noted Philadelphia
architect Hoerace Trumbauer designed and buile
several major additions in 1930, Further
additions, made o the 19705, have almost
r.‘mvrn]::rlmuzlzr obscured the original hospital
building *

Technically, the hospital was administered by
the Windber Hospital Association, but sinc
many afl ils boand members were high-ranking
Berwind officials, the company uliimately main-
taingd control,  From the beginning, the hospital
wis @ succcss, By 1917, the UL 5. Surpeon

General called it second 10 nong in Pénnsylvania
"parrmg the hospitals in Fitisburgh and
Philadclphia.™® The Berwinds continued 10
make donatians 1o the hospilai over the years.

One adjupct program funded by the Berwind
family was the Windber Hospital School of
Nursing, chartcred on May 23, 1916.%7 The
aurses lived on the thind Moor of the hospital
until a separate building was built in 1923,
Mamed Herminie Hall for Edward Benwind's wife,
the Colonial Revival structure hoosed
schoolrooms and a dormilery. The lasi class
graduated in 1961 and the school was closcd,
The former rursing school now houses some of
the hospital's administrative oflices.

[n 1970, the Berwind Corporation donaied the
Windber hospital 1o the Conemaugh Yalley
Memorial Hospital so that the two institutions
could be run jointly. Windber residents preferrid
the personal avention they had reccived apler
Berwind controd and formed the non-pront
Windber Hospital and Whecling Clinic in 1973,
Al the present time, the clinic remaing a vital
parl of the community and il receives Ninancial
sopport from the Berwind Corporation.

Ethnicity

When the Berwind-‘White Company began
miring in 1897, it aclively secruited experienced
labor from other mining communities. The
largest number of new employees at that
dalc--approximately 1,500 men--were brought
from Gical Britain, By 1892-1900, production
nceds demanded an even greater work foroe.
Coinciding with the Jarge-scale European
migralions al the turn of Whe century,
Berwind-White started to recruit eastern and
southern European laborers as well. [t sent
s0me represeniatives directly 1o Eorope Lo
procure conl workers; others wailed in Large Last
Coasl cities and pul immigrants on trains
destined for Berwind coalliclds. Ads were placed
in cthme newspapers like New York Ciy's
Magyar Munsklap. In Hungarian, immigrants
read the offers of high wages, pood working
conditions, inexpensive housing and sweady
employment. Stating Lhat "a thousand
Hunparians are wailing for you," Berwind-White
cnticed many new arrivals to Windber, By 1911,




when the Immigration Commission conducted an
in-depth investigation of Windber, 75 percent of
the total population (approximately 7,500 peopie)
were "foreigners.™

Almost all immigrants entercd the mines as
unskilled laborers. The actual cutting and
hauling of coal was mechanized, so that many
simply became loaders and shoveled coal anto
conveyors for a living. Down in the mine
tunnels all nationalities worked side by side;
Berwind-White foared that a preponderance of
one race in a work gang would decrease oulpug
and [oster “clannishness and disconptent.”  This
integration applied 10 housing, (oo, but
apparcntly only in the minc satcllites, as Windber
had several clearly defincd cthnic neighborhoods.
Italians, [or example, congrepated around 215t
apd 22nd streets, Swedes on Stockholm Avenug,
and the Irish near 10th Street. Magyars, Slovaks
and Poles preduominatcd, living thraughout the
interrening neighborhoods and satellite
communitics,

Immigrants were consisiemly maligned
throughout the United Sutes, and attiludes in
Soulhwestern Pennsylvania were no diligeeal. In
1908, the newspaper Progressive Pennsvlvania
reporled that the state had been invaded by
"hordes of Lralians, Slavonians and other
immigrants of distin<tly lower types than Lhe
uriginat Furopean settlers of Pennsylvania” The
paper claimed that immigrants had little sease of
civie pride, "for what do they know about Lhe
past of Pennsylvania, or about 113 prosent
achicvements? Most do not cven speak the
English languag,e. They are not Pennsylvanians
in any sense.Y If foreign-born miners were not
considered Pennsylvanians, then cerlainly they
were 1ol Americans, either.  As such, they
cxisted in a socio-political vacuum.

Recreation

Many early Windberites belonged o social
clubs and lodges, Some of the first organizaiions
were formed in conjunciion with Tocal churches,
bl the majority were founded by immigrants as
support groups. Such clubs seem to fall ine one
of two catcgories: beneficial unions or
cducational unions. Both were very much in
necd in the early mwenticth century.  Berwind-

White, like most coal companies of the period,
provided no education or training before
cmployment, not bencfits afier employment
ended. Therefore, groups like the Slovak
Educational Club were formed o help new
arrivals assimilate into Windber society, while
othors, such as the Hungarian Relormesl
Beneficiary Club, saw o it that widews and
injured miners received finanuial support.  Some
of Windber's earlies| vrgapizations include:
Polish Falcons (1907); Loyal Order of Moose
{19140), Italian Literary, Musical and Benefiial
Society {1912); Abruzzi Lodge (1913); Sons of
Tualy (1919); Slovak Workingmen's Beneficial
Sociely (1914); American Russian Educational
Society (1925); and the Amcrican Polish
Educational Association (by 1920).

Windber also supported several bands and
orchestras, There was a Slovak Band {15(4), an
ltalian Band {19033 amd 2 Hungarian Dand
{1913} that held concerts and sponsored dances
along with the Fire Company Band (1903) and
ihe Windber High School Band (ca. 1910). Fred
Waring's QOrchestra (1915) played to Windber
audiences, o, There were alsa an Opera House
and 1hree theaters on Graham Awvenue, The
Windoer Theater Corporation, organized by
Thomas Fisher, Juhn Lochric and M. Mcleal in
15919, sponsored ¢vents as well.  Berwind-White
construcled Recveation Hall behind the fire
house in 1910 for dances, meetings and indoor

SpOTLS.

For cutdoor sporls, the company mainlained
Dewey Field on Stockholm Avenue at 17th
Sirect. Berwind promodcd athletics from a very
early ¢a1c and helped organize baskelball and
track ltcams in 1901, and a baseball team in P02,
[n addition, ¢ich mine supported ils owe {cams.
Fooi races, horse raccs and haxing matches were

cqually popular.

Transporiation

In the carly ninctecnth century, hefore
Windber was sctiled, sole access to the region
was the Scalp Lewel and Johnsiown Turnpike, a
toli road with a gatc near what is now mine No.
Ht A heavily wavelled thoroughfare, the
turnpike was covered with a layer of cinders,
rock, and later, coal wastes.™  Today, it is known



us Old Scalp Hill.  Addilionsl roads extended
south through Rummel and Mew Ashtolz Lo
Bedford, and north to Elwen, Salix, Portage and
Cresson. The real catalyst for development came
with the extension of Berwind-While's shoriline
railroad from Cambria County w Windber in
1597,

First used 10 ranspart ¢oul and timber, the
Scalp Level, a5 it was called, added passenger
service by 1898, An cleciric trolley for passenger
service was established tn 1902, Both were psed
10 transport miners 1o disiant ming sites like
MNos. 36, 37 and 42. Leased from the Johnstown
Traction Company in Moxham, (rolley service
hegan daily at 5:30 AM and ended at 11:30 PM.
Tralleys and trains remained the primary source
of transporation urlil the advent of the
automobile in the 19205 and 19305 caused Lheir
use to decline. Passenger service to Windber by
train was discontinued in 1933 while a
tremendous flood in 1936 wiped oul most of the
trolley system.  Thercafier, buses and cars were
substituted.™

Depots and warchouses were built along the
tracks between Graham and Somerser below 151h
Street. Two of these structufes are cxtanl. A
smali wood-lrame passenger depot originally
sto] along the tracks near 15th Siceet, bul when
the Wilmore Coal Company oifice was built in
1913, the depol had 10 be rebuill. The present
building was crecied by 19167 1L is a much
larger, brick structure, with a Iow, hipped roof
and wide, projecting eaves supported by paioed
white brackers.  For many years, this depot
served as g potat of enuy inte the "motropolis of
Somerset County” Kow it i3 cecupied by the
Windber Public Library.

Fucing Graham Avenue, the trolley depot is
almost identical wo the train slation in trearment,
but i5 much smadler in size. Built during the
same period, it too has brick walls and a low,
hipped roof supporied by paired wooden
brackets. Twa dormers picrce the tile roof on
the street side. The original doors on Graham
Avenue have béen made into windows, but litle
¢lse has been altered on the cxeriorn.
Histarically, the building housed a harber shop in
the north end, 2kd a wailing rom in the south
end.  Currently, it hovses an insurance office.

Other Industries

Berwind-White was the largest employer in
the Windber area, but several other Jocal firms
were important enough to deserve atlenlion--the
most notable being lumber companics. The coal
industry demanded large amounts of limber for
mine props, railroad tracks and tipples, plus a
great number of houses, oflices and other
buildings. Fortunately, Windber was surrounded
by acrcs of rich forestland, Luember soon became
4 major indusiry in ils own Tight.

Four imponiant firms were basced in town.
McNeal Lumber, established in 1892, was the
carliest. 1t owned several sawmills around
northern Somerser County 2nd a large
lumberyacd s town, In 1897, il was jncd by
the Windber Pianing Mill Company. Situated on
4 lot at the coracr of 12th and Graham, this Arm
supplicd aad built the houses at mine No. 30, the
Wilmore Club House, and many otfices, hotels,
churches and stores around Windber.™ W, T.
CGreddes also operated & large mill and yard,
Previously, Geddes had been a top Berwind
cmployee. When he organizesd 1he lumber
company in 190, Berwind-Whilc became his
biggest customer.  The yards occupied a full acre
on Graham Aveouc and employed more than 300
men. Ia 1901, Geddes Lumber merged withk the
Windber Lumber Company, 2 Berwind subsidiary,
and formed Lhe Pennsylvania Lumber and
Construction Company. Geddes continecd to
serve as [ president,

Berwind-White was the dominant coal
vompany in Somemset County bot it was by no
mcans the only coal concern. Windber itself had
other independent coal producers like the
Hummel and Reits coal companies. Both were
created by John Lochrie, a former Borwind
cmpluyee. Lochrie leased his coal from Berwind
so that, although techaically independent firms,
neither ever became muock of & rival, Berwind-
White eventually acquired ownership of both.
Rietz Coal Co. still funciions a3 a Berwind
subsidiary and controls most of the local mineral
rights still owned by the corporation. Other coal
operators included: the B Quality Coal Company;
Heckler Coal Company, Gahapen Coal Company,
Heskhbon Coal Company; and Marsh Coal
Cumpan}r.ﬁ



In addition to ¢oal, the mines around
Windber also contained thick veins of clay. The
W. P. Keilley Brick Company was manofacturing
bricks by 1900 10 capitalize on the abundance of
materials, lubor and demand. By 903, they
produced mare than 30,000 bricks daily. As the
only local producers of high quality bricks, they
remaincd open well into the twentieth cenlury.
The Windber community also supporicd the
Windber Brewing Company, the Asbestine
Manufacturing Company, the Yulcn Mine Car
Company, and the Steam and Air Specialy
Company, Lid., reficcting a far more varied
economic base than most cozl-company 1owns.*®

Labor Relations

Herbert $SGuuman has described the
archelypical American indusirisl leader as an
American by birih, of 2 Mew England father,
Protestant, distinctly upper <lass in otigin, and
"born and bred in an atmesphere in which
business and 2 relatively high social standing
were intimatcly associated with his family life.”
Scholars have pointcd oul that the four Berwind
brothers--Charles, Edward, John and Harry--
characlerized, in a sense, 1he clpssic Amernican
indusirialist*”

Adbowere well-educated, conservative and
ambitious,  Wever really poor, they quickly
became one of the wealihicst familics in the
United Stales. Edward, who bocame president of
the coal company after Charles died in 18%), was
known o asspciate socially with the likes of
Henry Clay Frick, Andrew Carnegie, Henry Ford
and 1. Picrpont Morgan. Ye¢l, uplike these men,
the Berwinds remained cxtremely indcpendent
and highly individualistic in their business
venres.  Although Berwind-White was ohe of
the leading coal producers, The brothers never
affiliated themselves wilh any other companics.
Cperating mostly from offices in New York and
Philagelphia, they were abaenioe owners who
visitedd the coalfields only rarcly. They were
strongly autocratic, and maimained their ught
control over employess through a small but loyal
group of managers. Resentful and suspicious of
outside inlcrference, the Berwinds were also
fiereely anti-union and utilived company police
and 1heir considerable political influence 10
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defeal all union agitators. ™ Despite such
apgressive tactics, Berwind-White miners sireck
apainst company polivics on several dccasions,
but the biggest confrontation, by far, came in
1922,

During World War [, voal companics
throughout the United States overextlended
themselves 10 mect the increased demand lor
fucl, Faced with a rapidly diminishing markel
after 1918, American coal operators sought o
maintain profits by reducing wages. Proviously,
for example, Berwind miners carncd $1.18 per
1on for coal and 6 cents per square yard for
~dead work,” the layers of clay and limestone
berwcen Lhe coal scams. On February 15, 1922,
Berwind-While aholished dead work payment
allogether and reduced wages to $1.01 per ton®
Bituminous mincrs were outraged as coal
ympanies across the country impicmentod
similar reductions.  Union members attempted to
OCECHIaTe @ New Wwapge agrcement, but ownerns
remained adamanl.  In response, a convention of
2,200 UMWA defegates voted for 2 nationwide
strike il an agreement were not reached by April
1, 1922.%

Diistrict 2 of the UMWA, which mcluded
Cambria Counly, received the news wilh
apprehension; all af the miners in neighboring
Somerses Counly, working at some of the most
productive mings in Pennsylvania, were sill
nuon-union.  Knowing thai the success of the
sirike relied on mass participation, District 2
President John Brophy, of Nanty-Glo, printed
20,006 copies of the call o strike and had Iwelve
men distribute them o Somersct miners. %

Locally, the strike began at the Maryland No.
1 Shafi in &t Michael, Cambria County, and
spread quickly 1o other arez mines. Sccret
mectings were held on farms around Windber,
On April 4, a committee of six Windher miners
me! with union organizers at 5t Michael and
declared that Windbher would strike if union
represenlatives were sent immodiately. When T.
D. Stiles, editor of the Penn Central News, and
Georpe Corkan, a wnionizer from Ponage, arnived
in town two days lawcr, \hey found morve than
2,500 Berwind miners wailing to sign up. Within
a week, all of the Windbher mincs wiore idie.®?




The Berwind-White Company retaliated at
once, and on April 10 began issuing cviclion
notices and collecting on company $10rE accouits.
In all, 750 lamilies were evicted, incloding Lthe
young, old, sick and infirm. Seme moved in with
families ar friends, but most s¢t up lCmporaty
hoosckeeping in tents donaled by the UMWA.
Armed guands patrolled the town and each
satellite community. Any persan caught
(respassing an company properly was immediately
arrested.  Sirikers were detained for questioning,
harassed and threatencd. Groups of (hiee of
more were dishanded by the company police, but
the men stayed on strike.®

Conditions worsencd as the strike continued.
John Brophy reflected that

O would find it hard 1@ prove 1hat
Somerset County was under the
jurisdiction of the United States
Constitation during 1922, The
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania was no
maore interested than the lederal
povernment in the rights and welfare of
the coal dipgers. State policemen and
mililia were as eaper as county and
private pulics 10 dor the bidding of the
operators.®

Moncy from the dues of thousands of new
members, incloding Berwind mincrs in
Pepnsylvania and West Virginia, wenl to miners
relicl funds., Novenbeless, many men were foreed
hack o work for financiai reasons.  Finally,
President Warren G. Harding called a conferenge
of operators and upitn teprescntatives (o
Cleveland on Awgust 15, 1922, John L. Lows,
president of the UMWA, rcadicd the new
agreement, but it applicd only to miners who
were union members bofore the strike bepan.
Thus, the Berwind miners, along with several
thousand others who had joined the union afier
April 1, 1922, found themselves abandoned by
th¢ national univon. Aleng wilth miners
throughout the bituminous felds, Berwind
cmplovees remained on sirike for apoihicr year.

As the manths passed, the Berwind brothers
hecame increasingly unable 10 fulfill their
contracts. One of their largest cuslomers was Lthe
[nterborough Transit Company of Now York

City, of which Fdward Berwind was a director.?

Because of the ¢oal shortage, the transil system
lempaorarily shul down, Theén, a contingent of
Windber miners marched on Berwind-White's
NMew York headquarters. [n response to the
situation, New York Mayor John F. Harlan sent
# spocial committes 10 investigale living and
working conditions in Lthe Berwind-White
Company’s coglfrclds,  Arriving in Johnstown in
Ocwober 1922, the Committee found that more
than 200 fumilics had been ¢vicled and some
F0,000 District 2 miners remained on strike.
Informed of the committee’s arrival, Berwind
officials removed all armed puards from the area,
¥ol 4 [ew wompany moen werde teiained 1o monitor
the committee’s movemenls. The commiliee
members traveled o all of the mine sites, wont
inke the mines, lalkad to strikers and held public
mestngs. From September to November the
commiitec’s findings appearéd in articles in 1he
Mew York Times and creatcd a minor public
scandal. The formal report to the mawor,
published in October, compared the miners to
serfs and wold of barefoot women and children.
But never al any time during the invesugation
did the Berwind brothers ot any ranking
members of their siaff ssue a siatcinent o the
press. Linable (o reach an agroement with the
unrcspansive operalors, a delepation of miners
mel in Johnstown and catled off the sirike on
August 14, 1923, seventeen months afier i1 bad
begun. Unionization of Somerset miners, and
Berwind men in parlicalar, was posiponed uniil
1933 amd the gassng& of the Mational Industrial
Recovery Act.™

Pasi tn Present

Al the turn of the ceatury, hopes were high
thal Windbcr would continee e grow and
develop along with the coal industry, 1t was
cstimared that cnowgh coal remained bencath the
surface to lasl well into the 19708, or al least
untii manufacturing could replace mining as a
way of life. Unfortunately, by the end of World
War I1, i was clear that ocither of these
predictions would come true and the "Great
Enterprise™ was al an <nd.

Borwind-White bogan selling property in the
Windber arca in 1950 wilh the sale of sevenly
houses al mine No, 3. By 1962 all mining had



ceased and most of the develaped property in
Windber and its satellites had reveried to private
owncrship. Some smaller busincsses remaincd
open, but without Berwind-White, population and
the kxcal coonomy declined sharply,  Unlike most
coal wwns, Windber was slowly able (o make the
transtormation from coal company wwn to
incorpotated municipality in spite of these
sethacks, In fact, the Windber Boroggh
government now occupics the company's old
main oifice while a division of the present
Berwind Corporation maintains a smali operation
in the former Windber Elcctric buiiding,
Although the coal industry is gone, and
Windber's cconomic and social fulure onclear,
the area’s rich mineral resources, proximity o an
urhan center, and poiential for new growth
makes il possible to conclede, as author Frank
Alcamo did, that "there will always he 3 Windber
ready 10 be part of tommorrow’s histony.”
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CHAPTER 5

COLVER

OF the three goal company twns Investiga-
e in this study, Colver is probably the most
typical. The company provided for its employees
in cvery way, from churches and houses, 10 Lhe
hospital, school and (heater. Yel it also used ils
pusition a5 [andtord and employer 10 maintain
tight control vwer the miners and their familics.
Unlike other ozl operators, however, Colver's
fpunders indicated an awarcness of the industrial-
houwsing reform movement and 2 cerain willing-
noss (albeis limited) o incorporate these reforms
into the town plan. This included building
mostly detached houses insicad of semi-detached
housas, hiring a noted srehilect 10 design 1he
more prominent buildings instead of an in-housc
engineer, and offering incentives for improving
the lundscape. When inervicwed in 1916,
company President JH. Weaver cxplained: il you
would make your Dusimess a swotss, you must
get pood service ftom your workmen; and il you
would get poodd sepvice from your workmen, you
must make it workh their while 10 serve wou”
Newertheless, Cobver residents lacked indoor
running waler, were scgregaled by elhnic group,
and woere prohibited from any kind of union
activity.  As several retired miners noled, it was
"worth their while™ hecawse of plentiful work and
poed wapes, nof because of the company's
professed intercst in their welfare, This chapler
will show how the housing and 1abor policies of
the Ebensburg Coal Campany at Coiver cmbody
all of the characieristics of 1be typical south-
weslern Fennsylvania coal company town,

The Company

It 1909 John Heisley Weaver, a soceessful coal
operztor and broker from Williamspord, Fenn-
svlvania, became partners with B, Dawson
Coleman of Lebanon, Pennsyivania. The twe
men immediately bought @ mine owned by the
MNanty Glo Coal Mining Company in Nanty Gle,
Cambria County. Very quietly, so a3 nol 10 draw
the aventien of ather specuiators, the men
started v acguire minesai and surface rights jusi
north of Ebensburg, the county seal.’ By late

ol

12910, a new minc was opening under the
Ehenshurg Coal Company, & subsidiary vresied by
Coleman and Weaver 1 oversee their operalions.
The mine and its associated workings were called
Colver, fur Coleman and Weawer. At the same
time, the panners bought and refurbished o small
togging raflroad, the Blacklick and Yellow Crock.
Rechristenud the Cambtiz and Indiana Railroad
in October 1911, It hauled coal [mom & temporay
tippie set up at the Coiver mine o the
Peansyivania Railroad mainline. Soon, it was
extended to other Coleman and Weaver mines al
Manver and Rexis in Indisna County.” By 1912
the C & [ served the mines au Nanty Glo, wo.

Dwuring ils first year, the Colver ming
produced 22300 1ons of coal and ranked twenby-
fifth in its districl.  Since the mine had enly one
apening and # 3-6"-thick seam, is high volume
of production was considered wnnsual. Because
of the vast gquantity and gquahty of the coul
beneath Cambris County, the Colver mine was
able 10 maintain 3 high level of produciion
throughout its lifr:ﬂ-:pn:m,jr

Spurred on by this soccess, Coleman and
Weaver opencd a new mine near Bakerton in
1916 called Nanly Glo No, 2. They then
organized the Heisley Coal Company to manage
the Nanty Glo mines.” Excavation of another
large mine began the [ollowing year. Located a
fow miles south of Colver, it was called Revloc
{Calver spellcd backwards), and administered by
the Monroe Coul Company.

Coleman and Weaver dissolved their
partnership in 1922, ] H. Weaver relained
control of the Heisley and Monroe cnal
companics as well as a 60 poreend intergst in the
< & [ Raiiroad. In 1948, these holdings were
bought by Bethichem Sweel Corporation. The
Ebcnsburg Coal Comipany remained under the
control of B, Dawson Coleman wndi! his death in
1933, Coleman’s heirs sold the mine 1o the
Eastern Associated Coal Corporaiion ca, T956.
His 40 peroent share of the C & 1 was sold to
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the Clearficld Bitvminouws Coal Compsny, a
subsidiary of the New York Central Railenad and
another prominent Cambria County cozl firm.’
Eastern ¢ccased its large-scale mining operations
al Colver in the late-19T0R bt ¢ontinued to lease
mincral riphts 10 a4 few small cos] dealers [or
several years.  Currently, all mining 1t Colver has
ceased,

Planning and Development

Sitwated an 2 gently sloping hillside, Colver
overlooks miles of sconic farmland (Sec figure
5-13. It is sill relatively isofated rom olher
settlements; there is only one moad tn Calver and
it is poorly marked.  Swnding in the center of
town, the overall effet is one of space. The
houses are arranged closely i identical rows, bal
the wide backyards and sireets offer expansive
vistas in every diccction (Scc fipure 5-2).
central park is sparsely but carcfully Landscaped,
and shade trees line the southwest end of Reese
Avenue,  Around the periphery of wn are
naturally ocearring clusters of trees and low
vegelation,  Thaos, from its prescol appearance,

Caolver secms (0 reflect muny of Whe housing-
reform ddeals promored in the carly lwentieth
ceniury.

When originally planned, the town associated
with the Colver mine was called Colwer Heiphis.
Some carly © & 1 timciabies veler e i1 as Mount
Colver. Its rectilinear grid plan was desipned by
the C & T engincering staflf vnder the dircction
of Chicl Enginecr 5, H. Jeacks. Importanily,
Jencks was a prominent fipure in Windber,
having been employed by the Berwind-White
Company Irom 1897 10 1905 as an assislanl
engineet under Heber Denman® 11 is therciore
likely that Colver's plan reflects certain in-
Muences from Berwind-White's "Great
Enterprise.” Desipned and approved during Lhe
summer of 1911, Colver's plan cemains wnalwred
(Sce figure 5-3)

There are five named sitecks--Francis,
Coleman, Recse, Weaver and Long avenuoes--
crossed by len numbered strects. Recse is the
main thorooghfare, runnieg cast o the
community Of Tripolo and west, down the hill, to

Figure fi-1 Four-rmm compuny houses bur]t b:.r lhc Ebcnshurg Conl Comp‘m}l‘ in 1912 Taken h}' Jet Lawe HAER phutographer
1938.

A



® ® ®
-ibpt a0y jo dew ed Suney g-g aaadrg mm >|—00

0 Nv-id

(DY | SV R I S _f

et f A ol P PR
TR | vl Bl et o
||| .ﬂlr TR ﬂld .
gl e Y S| e R
Ll -~ L T b ./.
Nkl | al N - _ N
. ol | e |.|i.:..|_ r i <3 N
| | Eo b o _...._..... L ._ _ _ -:
u Frmtae I-X -k
b el &) b e 1o ] ] l]_..l..l___ ey ]| o || =T
.r.... - O O3 we |[=e &} m__nm 3 ._.nu_ e ] . [ ] [ nm_ L
Nl fo - =2 - | = m...l.__.. wpl v T4 .
S | ml_ d i - L i T - -1 = tIB .
w O o ~i[= 1 I 3 ey o ~|| -~ e | e o om] ol ea]| Lo Lrw e o | i [
— - B |l = [0S0 eS| AT
o) e e e 2 L]
. T e ¥ A nivhin - . _ "
o=t faxi=oi fax|f~a] = 1 0] po=|&ay fo =]+ o
| R e, Dl |m T L ﬂ.w.. ) an w 1] .1 81 - 1 L] 422 = ]
g+ glin-l+0l do« K- od. w04 O e frr O JO e [ O}
... a o~ Ml =] =R = Nyvid w1 e L.___q cl Q-0
O:r [m ] [m] == (] |m...qﬂr. =] ™0 [wil il e T [ su :..H..-.,Dl
1F . = wmd ko or [ e Ol
[ | | = I =) P - i L - ] | L F |
| . 5] | s — | [=od taxl; .
L] bl
2 * - 2 , 2 3
V : _ : SN o unr el |
o i S " ARG N : 1 0 S )

LiwrAw E RN m

L
- - -
- I | - : i 3
i H 3F x : 3 . 2 T
. EYU TEY o WSy A P —-.ll_ 1. laels. e la JE = T u =
- - - —_— i - — Lk
JE————— - =X [—r— L el —e— -— — — yor
o ‘. L] | T e 7] b oae w0 [ T LIT N Ju 3 ukd s O3 o 0 wrf ]| D Ay f I e
II H - o= -
i i = BT | -U_I- P 3| O e w3 ] il .1“._.“_ 3 e 1 m 1 = .y nul._
s e - = = R =1 ry -er N .l M wr wer 1] P03 var|| v O P2 sm [ o O
— F —_ — e .. = — g vy e ....i]l-l_ —— ]
r— 1 rur = Y =] [ ] o 4 O3 are LI [ L Lt O = R PR L R i i L L= T .
FR—
T A =] -1 (=TI v O 0o R =i [ | ar D e L = | =1 . der 3 . a L
Lt - (= ru g3 0o - wun [T e 1 (=] ..H. Inl._.nh A=l ﬁ =R P - ﬂuluh E O e wer 0 F ] v |l = O ...d.,__p..
| o i ) L T A St B | L -t = o A s, — e [ T ol | Wi -Fod mn Lo — az - -
Y few fand arwptes . N nam
. . 1 o = 11 rre = ealf el F ]l e b Tl e ] § B i m wa || e By T ] &1 f11 v
1 — — — — ———
- ' . a o= = 13 e e = L] e 1 nip .ll..l.uﬂ_ [ [ wrt 1T o . ..m._ o
-t i 3 an ] oo+ ] =1 L= an wr x| - o ' [T wr J] 4 0 el =
" b = [ ™ —r— - T ’ - N er
—— r - 13 = ~m b2 I w =] LEal = | I am iy £ - ' *aw ”r m a. ot B
—] —r - - R S iy | Ml — —q - _——la e i
[ - f = e O [ =] [w IR T e ([ #ra wr || - || oern ] ] [
A Ll JEREN | ETNER I KiE~1 | EEN=E Il IENER{LEw=k Akl | B, B — | I N-LL O S L | ST, B
ATAEAY £1.3 0 g o : P oar "
. R i .
. T
BRI __ﬂ b I N L 1.1 _ I A} L [ | O I




Twenty Row, the C & 1 shops and the ming site.
Reese Avenue is Colver's "Main Strect.”

Between First and Fifth streets, it is lined with
the town's most pretentious homes and s fow
cormmercial buikdings, all company-built, These
include (he hotel, company store and a Lheater.
There is also an old company ofiice building, 2
firc house, an abandoped gas station, and a smalk,
single-cell jail, now used [or storage. At (he far
enl of Recse, near Eighth Sireet, i the
Preshylerian church and a brick garage. And on
the corner of Thitd and Recse are the remains of
a complex that once comtained 4 hoist house,
shaft house, bathhowsetaundry, and sleam plant
(Sce figure 5-4). This particular shaft was wscd
only t transport men and supplics.  ls focation
in town enabled company officials and miners
reach the mine guickly and easily in the event ol
an emergency. 1 also decreased Lhe distance
between home and work site, espucially for those
miners working at that ¢nd of the mine.

Compuny officials used Reese Avenue 1o
sepregate the native-born Americans and those of
English, Scottish, Welsh and lrish extraction from
the Southern and Easiern Europeans. Max
Vassanclli, a retited miner of (talisn descent, said
the latter famitics--called "Hunkies"--wire
deliberaicly assigned to the smaller houses south
of Recse Avonuc.

The lown plan also included a large park
across [rom the company store on the cotner of
Fifth and Weaver. The park had swing sets and
slides For children, and 3 wonden bandsiandf
dance stand for adults. The opposite corner was
reserved for Cobver's school, A small Catholic
church was built on one end of the school lot.
A Greek Catholic church sigod onanother
corner across the street. The rest of 1own i
residential (See figure 5-3).

Most residential lots measure approximartcly
45" x 143", Lorts for management housing arc
somewhal larger and vary sccordiag 1o the siajus
of their oecupants. The lins on cach side of
Reese Avenue are oriented perpendicoiarly w
thal strecl. A parrow, 30-wide streel runs
hehind the Blocks fronting Reese Avenue and
scparates Lhem [rom the rows of miners’ housing.
Lots for miners” houses run parallel to the
naméd streets and faee the numbered sirects.

Muost of the blocks are divided into twelve lots
and arc bisecied by 14'-wide allevs. These alleys
permitted easy aceess 0 the interiot of the
blocks [or trash and cinder removal. By dividing
the blocks into halves, they also served as
firehreaks.

Early photographs reveal muddy and dirty
sirects, no shrubbery and few weees, The © & |
truins, heavily Taden with coal, came up the hill
from the southwest and passed just behind the
houses at the southeast corner of own.
Passenger (rains followed the same roule but
went into a switchback, through wwn 10 a siding
next to the company store.  The mine and
railtoad shops, localed less than a quarter-mile
down the hill, produced large guantitics of dust,
sool and smoke. A massive wasto pile, still
visible from the © & [ shops, grew sieadily,
stretching rom the tipple near Preisser’s Crossing
to just behind Twenty Row,  Clearly, Colver in
its heyday was a dirty, noisy, busy place, fur
different from ihe wwn it is today. Only three
derades ago Colver had a population of more
Lhan 3,17[!1? But like many coal towns,
changed drastically once the decline of the
indusiry sct in. By the 19608, production slowed
and people moved away in search of other jubs.
Nonctheless, the raws of identical houses remain
standing, residents still go to the post
nffice 1o pick up their mail and shop at the swore
for grocerics, and the C & 1 still hauls coal.
Despite Lhe changes it has onderpone, Colver
survives as a uniguely intact example of the
carly-twentieth century coal-company 1own.

Workers' Housing

The first houses built by the Ebenshurg Coal
Company comprised 1he communilies known as
Twenty Row and Shanty Town (Sce figure 5-1).
Built by April 1911, the twenty houses at Twenty
Row were detached, Trame structores with four
rooms each (Sce figure 5-6). Shanly Town
consisted of another 1wenty one-story dwellings
that were described by a local papet as "for the
occupansy of the foreigners employed by the
company.” Historic photographs show small,
ihrec-room houses with post foundations,
horizonal siding and composilion-paper (oals
lining both sides of a dirt road. Both groups of
housing were situated at the botlom of a hill to
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PLAN OF

—COLVER —

I 72 four-room houses between the fast side of 3rd St. and the Wast
side of 9th St.; 18 six-rcoom houses Tining 2nd St. and the West
side of 3rd 5t.; 17 three-room, ell-shaped houses on 2nd and 3rd 5ts.;
all built 1912,

|} 30 six—room houses; 11 three-room houses; all built 1912,

111 18 six-room houses; buiit 1912,

Iy 24 six-rpom houses; huilt 1915,

¥ 12 four-room houses; built 1921-23.

W1 36 four-room houses; built 1921-23.

Vil 18 four-room houses:; buwilt 1921-23,

Figure 5-5 Map of Colver showing phases of development,
1911-1923. Compiled by author, 1988.
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be near the mine site and railtoad shops. The
“hetter howses™ were w be erected on top of the
hill, reflecting the company™s conseicus decision
to lucate the twwn away from the dint and noise
of the mine.?

[n 1912, an article titled "Colver Booming,
Many New Houses, 200 More This Sumemor”
ppeared in the Mounlaineer Hervald eporting
thal 1he Pennsylvania Lumber and Construction
Company of South Fork had just put the
[tnishing tuches on 166 houses, a stone hote!
and a large store.” By 1913, the hotel. store and
amusgment building were operating and the new
houses were ouenpied.

Except for twenty-five structures at Twoenty
[Low, all of the houses (n Colver are detached
(Sce Ngure 373 Housing awhorities noled that
“the detached house meets with general approval
from native Americin workmen, because it
typifies the traditional fendencies of selective
American housing, which have come down 0 ws
from the pionecr du}rs.*“ ¢ But while pencrally
vonsidered “the ideal residence™ by architects, the

single house was wo costly, oo labor intensive
and "beyond the means of the low-paid, unskilled
workman" Therefore, although ofien used lor
management hoasing, employers raditionally
rejected the wide-spread use of the detachod
howse in g company town seuting. By the
twenticth century, however, companics boegan to
bow ender pressure from induostriai-housing
reformers who advocated 1he single house as a
solution oy poor living conditions.  In addition Lo
"Lthe possibility of cross-ventilation and a greater
amount of sunlight,” the detached howse oficred
o greater degree of privacy and was favored over
the semi-delached or tenement house by 1he
average laborer. By 14911, when Colver was built,
three factors ooineided 1o make the detached
homse o possibility: the indusitial-housing reform
muvement was at ils height; the ogal industry had
bucome increasingly competitive; and techio-
Inpical innovations in mechanization and mass-
produciion had reduced the cost of construction,
It therefore scems likely that the preponderance
of detached houvses buill at Colver reflects
Coleman and Weaver's awareness of what was
negded 10 attract labor, and thelr willingness 1o

K

Figure 5-6 Twehty Huw, The twenly orniginal four-roorm delached mous=e, bwlb in 1211, are tw the left. The semi-detached

houses to the might were built ja 1925,
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implement the necessary steps lo do so.

Miners' housing took two basic forms:  {he
four-room or six-room delached house. There
were 158 four-room houses in the community,
including (he original wtweniy al Twenty Row (Soc
fipurg 5-8). Each had a parlor and kitchen on
the first floor amd we bedrooms above. A
slaircase located in the kiwchen led upstairs;
under the stairs was a small pantry.  Originally,
the houscs had only a crawlspace bencall them,
but when families bought their homes in the
1905, most added collars and installed another
stairway through (he pantry floor. Some poople
put a commode in the cellar until a full
bathroom could be added upstairs. Other
familics still vsed cuthouses as 1ale as the 19505,
The four-room houses  rented for 36 per month
o1 53 per paycheck thtoughout the 1910k and
1920, Later, during World War 11, rent wais
increased o 39 I was deducied in the payroll
office.  Although rent increased, the acual value
of the houses decreased. In 1913, each
four-room house was valued at 36800, butl by 1931,
they had decrcased

F.ip..ln -7 Four-room miner's houges bailt in 1511-12.

to 3500 the four-ronm housos soll
1948 1

For $750 in

1 Firlue ]

AR Rt J’

=

Figurc 58 Tirst floar plan, Max Yassanelli Howse, Fifth

Strecd, built 1911-12. i2rawn by author, 1938,



Ninely-5ix six-room houses were also built (See
figure 3-%). Each had a parlor, dining room,
kitchep and three bedrooms.  Arthur Price, wh
lived in a six-room house from ca. 1921 @ 1935
while serving as principal of the Colver school,
said they had ull bathrooms on the seciond floor,
as well. All rented for 39 per month in the
1910k and 19208 bat increased o $i11. Like the
four-toom houses, 1heir value declined from S$926
in 1913 10 5600 in 1931, Such a marked decline
in less than twenly years sapeests thal, afier the
imidig] expenditure. litle money was reipvesied in
the Colver houses.

In addition, there were Lwenty One-s10Ty,
three-room, L-plan houses that probably
contained a kitchen, a parlor and 4 bedroom (Sec
{igure 5-10). These (hrec-room houscs were
putpurtedly brought 1o Cobver from the town of
Starferd, a (D]LI‘["IJII and Weaver properly in
Indiana Coumy.’? Ninc Row, a group of aine
(wi-story frame houses averlooking the railrowd
shops, was built bereeen 1911 and 1913 and
served a5 the fimst bosses’ houses until the new
structures on the hill were Onished. They have

. . e i
M et dn B i s
F:.g'ure -9 Slx roorn hoes hl.nlt in 1911 12 Taken by Treck Lane gn, 1915, Courtn;y uf \-Lm V'lsunclh

1K)

“ 4. N VR Y

six rocsms vach but are the only houses in Cobver
with clipped (ront-pable rools. Twenty-five
semi-delachod hooses were huilt al Twenty Row
in the lale 14205 Each side had four rooms:
kiichen, parlor and two bedrioms, Both unils
together were valued at $1000 in 193177

Adl of the mingers' honses had balloon frames
vovered with weatherboard siding,  All interior
surfaces cxcept Nuors were covered wilth lath and
one rough coal of plaster.  Walls were painted,
or papered if the fumily could alford it
Wallpaper was available at the company store,
but miners wikh Cars diove 10 310res in
Ebhenshurg or Carrcdliown where goods were
cheaper. The company paid anly for exterior
paint; all of the houses were gray with white trim
and Lhey were repainted ofrequently. To reduce
Mamenanee costs, the company began applying
green asheslos shingles jn 1928 (See figures 5-11
& 5-12). Company houses contained fow
{urnishings because familics couvld aflord only the
hare necdssilies; the company provided only an
chamel sink in the corner of the kichen, Coal
stoves in the kitchen and parlor provided the




f-Flg-uu 5 10 Three-roetn houge an Third Street, burlt- it lgﬂﬂ and moved to C:J]Vl:r fmm Skarford in 1"311 12. Taken by Jet
Lowe, HAER phatographer, 1988,

only heal and individuals had w0 pay for fuel. By
condrast, the "big shots" on Reese Avenue had
sicam heat piped in from the boiker house on
Third Strect.’™

Thers is 4 great distinetion between the
housing of C & I employees and thal of minors
the C & | houwses are brick-vencered and line
Recse Avenuse between First and Fourth strects,
There are six more on Tiest Strect between the
superintendent’s house and the hospital. This
group, buill between 1917 and 1919, arc large,
detached structures with six rocms and a bath,
They have gable fronts and sepmenial window
and door arches. The front parches originally
tad simple square pillars with werical sla
railings. The ten detached brick houses on
Recse Avenue are similar except for hipped toofs
with dormers, Three of these used beige brick
instead of red. Al ten dage from ca, P2LS,
Farither down Reese Avenue are six somi-
detached brick dwellings 1that have side gables,
darmer windows and double porches. The C & |
houses are further distinguished by shade trecs
that the company planted in their ool yards

i1

(Sce figure 5-13), Bucause Coleman and Weaver
provided them with superior dwellings, ane may
conclude that railroad cmployies were considered
more skilled, and 1hercfore more valuable, 10 the
ciral company than miners.

Regardless of their status, families wore
cncograged w0 keep pardens. The company pasid
o have them fenced in and cven offered prizes
for 1he hest garden. Most households kep
chickens and soms had cows and pips, 100, John
Smylnycky, who grow up In Twenty Row, recalls
hunling for Berries and nuts in 1he wodds a5 2
child, and having fresh bacon and pork when the
family pip was stanaittered cach full By raising
their own vepetables and livestock, Colver
familics wire able 1o supplement sheir diet
wilhou! [paving company SIOC prices.

Inside, all of the houses had eleciric [ight.
Cach room had one naked bolb suspepded from
the center of the ceiling.  Eleclricity and waler
were free. Running water came from spipols
placed between every 1w houses.  In the winter,
the spipol handles had o be propped open o



TR

Figure 5-11 View of six-room company houscs, built 1911-1912.

Taken in 19305, Courtesy of May Vassanclli.
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Figure 5-12 View of six-room houses on Fourth Siceet, built 1911-12.
Taken by Jui Lowe, HAER phowographer, 1988,
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Figore 5-13 ‘ieml detuehed hc-usea f-:r C'Lrnbrln 'md lmh i H Lllrﬂad cmp]u}'ee"« built 1620 23 Taken by Jet LDWE HAER

photagrapher, 1588,

keep the water frotn fregeing.  [ndoor plumbing
was not added until the 1940s when the houses
were sold o individuals. Almost immediately
after purchasing their homes, coployess added
tuthrooms and bepan alwering the exterior
appearanue.

Figure 5-14 View of Colver comnpany siore, Taken by Deck
Lane, ea. 1915, Caurteay of Moax Waassanelli,
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A 1913 map shows 224 houses in Colver,
while the Pennsylvanii Bituminous Mine Repoms
for 1he same year indicate a stall of 70% men
(including everyone from superinigndent Lo
doorbay), or an average occupancy of three men
per house,  Adding togcther wamen, children and
all of the € & | staff. the number of people per
house is much higher. By 1904, the nutber of
mine cmplovess reached 1,000 but the number of
houses did not inerease substantially until after
1320. In 1924, Sunborn Fire Insurance maps
indicated 403 houses and a population of
approximatcly 2,000, The number of houses
never inereased apuin, yol Colver's popalation
almost doubled by World War 1L Several of
those: intervicwed recalled families of ten or more
living in a four-rocm house,  And as smaller
families took in boarders, crowded living
conditions remained the norm unlil aller 1he
ming closed,

Overcromwding probably contributed o
sanitation prodems. Cobver had a planncd
drainage systern, but il was far from adeguale.




Kitchen sinks. [or example, drained throogh a
small pipe set in (he wall. Water and refuse
flowed through the pipe and onto the ground
outside, where it ran in pulleys 10 cpen diiches.
Similarly, each house had only one oulhouse 1o
sepve all af its occupants.  According Lo one
resident, the company emploved local blacks to
clean them out periodically. Some of the waste
was transformid e compost material, but more
often it was buried in the piles of coal waste, or
"boney,” arcund lown, Trash and cinder removal
were provided by the company as well, bul only
once a year. The rest of the time, refuse
accumuiated alorg the back alleys.

Management Housing

For the most part, Colver’s management
personnel lived in apdistingwished six-room
houses. Only the two superintendents’ houses
siand out. The mine superintendent’s house sits
on one corner of the Reese and First Streel
imersection; i 3 the larpest house in Colver and
hus brick walts with concrete lintcls and sills, a
low hipped rool apd wrap-ariond porch, The
hese was designed by the engineering s1adl in
the spring of 1913 but boill by a privale
conteacior,  The superinlendent, F. D. Clark, had
a great deal of mpel regarding the plans and
copstruction and was apparenily very hard 1o
please; he moved in by 1the end of the year® A
small, wo-story parage has since been converied
into a residence. Located across First Sirect, the
railroad superintendent’s house has three Noors
ard a gambrel rool DS decoratise features are
the same as all other C & [ houses.  Both
superintendents’ howses have large cormer lots.

Commercial Buildings

The company siore is Jocaled on Recse
Avehugs hetween Third and Filh strects. Bepun
in late 1911, the kailding was designed and
conpstrucicd wnder the supervision of Chief
Enginecr 5. H. Jencks. The original siore was
built with stone blocks 1aken from a quarry (he
company apened nearby.  Historic photographs,
tuken soon sfter its completion in April 1912,
reveal a handsome facade divided into two
uncqual parts by a lull-lengih slone pier (Sce
figure 3-14). The door, fanked by high, narmow
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windows, was located in the first foor of the
larger, western sidg; picture windews f{illcd the
lower portion of the castern haif. In 1914, the
company cngaped Philadelphis architeot Harace
Trumbauer o design an addition o the store.
Attachod 1o the western side, the nes addition
had brick walls and 2 stone facade thal matched
Ihe original. By 1916, (he store covered 28,000
squarc feet, employed nineteen clerks, and
contained over 31K worth of merchandise. Tt
also had several sheds attached 10 the rear and a
small hrick stable and slauphicrhoese fext
door.’”

Like most cotpany stores, i sold everything
from fresh produce and meat 1o clothing, furni-
ture and mining supplics. Most of the ltesh
food--such as buttee, cpps, meals and vege-
tables--were grown on i company-operated farm
nearby.  Pre-packaged foods and other mano-
factered items were broughl in by train and
urloaded from the railroad siding along the
castern side of he store. /¥

There were 1hree ways o purchase goods at
the Colver Store: regular charge, budget sysiem
and lease system. The repular charge applicd
only o food and pasoline, and was deducied
directly from the emplove’s paychock every 1w
weehks,  Customers brought flems w the proper
counter in each depanmont where a clerk wiole
the price on a slip of paper. The paper wits
placed inlo an overhicad basket which ran on
lracks 0o the office in the back. There, anather
clerk would add the amount of that purchase to
the emplovee’s outstanding balance. The slip was
then sent back 10 the employee for his records.
The budgel system was used 0 buy clothing,
hardware and similar ilems. Like today's credit
cards, paymenl procecded on an installment plan.
The lease system applicd only W furniture and
large appliances. ‘The employes paid 1his bill in
installments also, bul presumably the company
could repossess these jtems. !

According ta varicus Colver residents, prices
al 1the company store were generaliy higher than
al stores pulside of wwn,  1a fad, new emplovees
were {orced 10 sigh an agrecment permitting the
company 1o make payroll deductions if they
wantod a job, The deductions for merchandise
and supplies were then taken biweekly, There



witte also three grocers and a dry goods slore in
“Jewtown," a2 small group of private dwellings
sitnated beyond Twenty Row. These merchanis
dalivercd ponds from house 1O house via horse
and buggy. They extended credit 1o customers,
but colected in [n]l every payday. These
businesses were closed by the 1940, 20

The charge systems continued throughout the
Ekensburg Coal Company's lifetime and inio that
of Eastern Associated <ozl Company. Payroll
deductions were also continued at (he Colver
store omtil 1977, although it has been privately
owned and operaled since 1963 4 Few changes
have been made 10 the siore exterior. The
intenior was exensively remodeled in the 195tk
but rotaing its pressed-tin ¢ciling and tited
hutcher shop. “The Colver Siore sl offers a
wide varicty of food stulls alonp with clothing.
shocs, hurdware, furniture, school supplics,
hicyeles, and cacpeting.

The Ebensburg Coal Company broke ground
fior the Cobver Hlutel in late 1911, Rather than
use their own engincering slall, the company
hired architect Hlorace Trumbauer of Philadelphia
0 execute (he design. (See figure 5-13).
Trumbaver is perhaps best known for his work
on the Philadelphia Muscum of At and @t Duke
University in Durham, North Carotina.

According 10 Trumbauer's ledgers at the
Athenzeum in Philudelphis, he also desigacd
most ol the cotnpany houses at Bevloc, Lhe stores
at Revloc and Nanty Glo, and an addition w 1.
i, Weaver's residence i Merion, a suburb of
Fhiladelphia. Trumbauer aiso designed Edward
J. Berwind’s palatial mansion "The Elms" at
Newport, Rhode [sland, in 1899.3

in company lowns, & hotel was wsually
intended to provide todging for visiting salesmen,
and company officials and Lheir gucsts.
Therefore, it ofien received a somewhat higher
degree of architectural atienlion and detail.
Indeed, the holel uiilized the same stone as
Colver's wher prominent buildings but included
several Geotgian Revival elements.  For example,
cach dormer window had a round-arched opening
surmounicd by a dbroken pediment. This
combination was repealed in the Reese Avenue
cntrance but with the addition of 3 keysione and
fanlight above the door. The original porch had
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a similar level of ornament with Doric columns
and a simple eniablature. The porch, dormers
and door surrpund bhave sinee been removed.

D

Figure 5-15 Colver Hotel [and atafl?), ca. 1940. Shows
original entrance and poreh, now aniaging.  Courtesy of
Max ¥nxannelli.

The company clearly intended that the hael
mimic as closely as possiple the beuver hoetels of
nearby citics.  To that cnd they hired Robert
Zweisele, who had managed several "high-loned”
clubs in Washingion, DUC und came highly
recommended.  Thuas, the hotel dining toom and
bar, with their high, arched windows, soon
sporicd potted plants, linen tablecioihs and
gleaming woaden surfaces.” 23 When the hotel bar
opened (o the public on June 27, 1911, i was
considercd "a red lever day for Colver” But a3
5 H. Jencks described il

Mo member of the common herd dure
cnter unless apparelled in their Sunday
hest. In time {and il ook Ume) Zweisele
discovered that 1o run an exclusive joint
in Washinglon, patronized mostly by those
who had their fingers in the public trough
was all righi there but nod 8t Colwer,
where men worked w kecp the counlry
on an even keel™

Lodging rooms occupied the sccond and third
Moors. Although &l (st reserved for visilors,
me nead for housing prompied the company (o
renl rooms 1o single employecs. Sinec there
wCre no Olher restaurants, the men had 1o
patronize the hotel dining room and bar. This,
and the rather small "high-class” clientele,
probably prompued Zweiscle n relax his




standards.  MNevertheless, most miners patronfzed
the cihinic clubs down the road in Tripoio
instead. The upper floors of the hotel

woere converted iato pinelcen apariments, and in
1955 the public rooms on the first Noor were
closed,  The hotel currently serves as the
COMMURily SChior center and as apariments,

Colver also had its own mowvie theater, called
the Nickelodeon (See fipure 5-16). Bepun in
Qcwbet 1912 by the Colver Amusement Com-
pany, a subsidiary of the coal company, it was
finished in four months: 1he first movie was
shawn on January 18, 19132 A simple red brick
building, it also hoosed 1he bank and an icc
cream parlor repleie with potled palms, curved
metal chaies and soda fcuntlaing A central,
recessed alcove pave access 10 all thiee
cstablishments. A thin, denticulawed cornice tan
abuve the doorway and {ts flanking windows.

The second [foor confained meeting rooms and
af s an firsh, ater 4 baskeibal) hall apd denose's
office. Local residents remarked thatl the Lheater
vinally offered first-tun shows, and a common
trick among the miners’ children was 1o throw a
handlul of pennies on the counter and run in
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belore the attendant could Ginish counting,
During the era of silent films, a local girl would
play musical accompaniment on the piang. The
theater closed sobn after World War 1l At
present, the building hooses Ralph Costelle’s
barber shop and Conigy’s tesiaurant. ‘The [lirst
floor of the facade has been covered with a
combinaiion of alominum and asbestos siding.

The Ebenshurg Coal Company boilt ik
administration building next 10 the 1heater
arcund 1914, The main block of the building is
brick and Lhres stories high (See fipure 5-17).
The sirect facade, however, was laid in stone to
malch the swre and hotel, The ground floor has
three doors; the one o the cast leads mto 1the
post office, which has been [ocated there since
the building was construcicd. The other 1wo
doors lead to ollices on all thice floors. A pent
roof scparales the first amd second Noors, above
which are live rectangular windows. Only the
windows ol (he Ghird 1oor kave round arches,
and they have since been bricked over. To the
rear of this main block 5 & one-S1ory,
wood-frame ¢ll with brick infill. Only one other
building in Colver, a supply housc al the C & [
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Figure 5-16 Caolver Amusetnent Building, bvaken by Desk Lane, co. 1915, Courtedy of Max YVarganelli.



shops, was ¢onstroctod in this manner.

Institational Buildings

The hospitat was originally built in 1914 as the
min¢ office.”® Because of 1he siee and complex
ity of the Colver mine, the administration of
mining-tclated activities soon oulgrew this
structute.  In 1915 1he company buill a new
office on Reese Avenue and decided 10 use the
old oflice 45 a community hospital,  Previously,
the hospital gocupicd two connecied six-room
houses an the south corner of Reese Avenue and
First Strect. When it opencd, the Colver
Huspital had cighteen beds in two wards and
suveral private roams. There was also an infam
nursery, aperating room, derical room and
doctor's office. Two ductors have plaved
imporlant roles in the history of the community:
Dr. A, W. Beatly, who ran the bospital from
1911 to 1928, and Dy A D, Marin, from 1925
o 1965 ‘The UMWa bought the hospital in
1940 and kept it open until the staie closed i in
1974, Communily support soon led 115 reopening
as a private clinic. Named in honor of Dr. A D,
Martin, the ¢linic still operatess”’

Figure 5-1¥ Ebensburg Coal Company office buiiding, built
151%. Taken by jat Lowe, HAER photographer.

Biccause of 115 wide ethnic and religious
diversity, Colver suppords three churches. The
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Presbyterian Church is by far the most promi-
nent. Designed by architect Horace Trumbaoer,
the structure ook more than threc years {0
complete.  Siwgated on the commer of Eighth
Strect and Reose Avenue, it is the At public
edifice une Cncounters upan enlering wran.  Built
of sione, the church has o steeply pitched gable
roof, buttressed wails apd Gothic-arched,
stained-glass windows, A smail vestbule projects
from lhe nave toward Recse Avenue.  Finanouwd
mostly by Coleman and Weaver, the Tinal cosn
was estimaled at S1GKK), not including a $2,500
pipe wrgan. The church was dedicaied on
October 1, 1915.%

Colver's other two parishes are the RBoly
Family Roman Catrolic Church and the Haly
Ascension Onhodox Church. The presence of
the two Carholic churches is ypical of most
southwestorn Penpsylvania mining 1owns and
reflecls substantial numbers of southern and
castern BEumopeans, Holy Family's simple brick
church was dedicated in 1512 and served the
local Malian and Polish famifics.  Holy Ascension
occupies a small stuovo-covered brick building
with @ wentral lower. The tower is capped with a
traditional onion dome and ornthodox cross. The
parish was founded in 1914 by Colver’s Slavic
n;:urnmuniiy,H

The first public school in wwn was a 50%-long
siructure that contained some $eals, one lable,
and a coal stove but no blackboards. Tauphr hy
ane teacher, Miss Parrish, there ware ninety-cight
children in prades one (hrough seven in 1912,
Aficr scventh grade, studenis wenl 1o high school
in Ebensburg.  The school was open to all
residents of Cambria Township and came under
the administration of the wwnship school board.
Although the coal company contributed Myneds,
the schoal board paid for its constroction.  The
compuany managed o cxert influcnce indirectly, as
several of is highest officials sat on the board,
including the mine superimendﬂm.m

By 1912 the school requircd w0 more teach-
ers, and by the following year, a larger brick
school had been built to replace it The number
of ¢hildren continued to prow sicadily and beforc
the year was oul, [our more classrooms were
added to this huilding. An auditorium and two
more classrooms were added in 1921, and in




1927, # larger schoo! was buill next door. The
1913 school has been (orn down.

Recreation

Boecause of Cobver™s isolatcd locale, the
Ehensburg Coal Company made certain pro-
visions for entertainment and recreation.  Chiel
among these was the construction of the amuase-
ment building in 1912, but for the maost part, the
company merely financed activities that the
residents planned themselves. Baseball teams are
a goodd cxample. The town had its own mens'
hall team, the Calver Cofts, and cacit street
supported a bows' team (Sce figure 3-13). There
was also a baskethall icam. The company
provided uniforms and eguipmen, arranged
pamcs belwoen alhor companics’ teams, and 01
up a playing ficld. One miner, recruited by
Coleman and Weaver in 1933 specifically [or his
skill as a calcher, was offered a better place in
the mine and more money,  He said good ball
players could name their jobs. ! Similarly, the
company linanced a band for recitals and dances,
Band members and leaders also had herter jobs.

There were cthimic clobs and Jodzes such as
the Sons of Haly apd the American Shovak Club.
Some mer in reams above the theater, othens
met in Tripolo, Colver had a gun club with a
shooting range oulside of town, while in low,
annual compelitions wok place between the first
aid tcams. Gardening was popular, 0o,
particularly when the company began ofiering
cash prives ranging from $2.50 to $25.%7
Children enjoyed svouting and baseball, Among
tie men, drinking was 2 common aciivity amd
continuod with the aid of homemade stills during
Prohibition. Residents said the company police
wenl crazy trying to find out where the liquor
cane fram!

Transporiation

Coleman and Weaver purchased the Blacklick
and Yellow Creck Ratiroad in 1910 w service
their new mines in Cambria County. Now
exiensiomns and additions to the "rickety lopging
railrnad” continued throughou most of 1910 and
1911. The short-line reached Coleman and
Weaver's new Colver mine by Oclober 1911 and
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commenced shipping coal from the mine w a
connection wilh Pénn Ceniral’s main-hing
railroad. Bocause 1he railroad would sefve
Coleman and Weaver mines in indiana County,
oo, the line was rechrisiened the Cambria wnd
Indiana Railroad on April 20, 191 1.%

The © & 1 shops were built just somh of the
present 1omwn of Colver a1 the borom ol a ill.
Passenger servive 1o Colver Heighis, a5 1he town
was {hen Glled, began in 1912 via a complicated
series of switchbacks leading [rom the shops up
the hill 1o the company siore. For a small fee,
Colver residents could ride 1o nearby Namy Glo
or Ebensburg, but sines the © & [ was a
company-owned tailroad, their comings and
poings were closely monitercd.  Passenger service
ended in 1931 a3 a result of Depression-ora
cuthacks, bat the C & 1 still functions as a
shont-ling, common-haul carricr. Bethlehem Sl
has becn jts primary swockholder and operalor
since 1950 (See figure 3-19).

Labor Relations

Coleman and Weaver were consistently
anti-union before, during and afier their
partnership and made no exceptions when it
cume (o Suppressing pro-labor sentiment. The
first instances of troubie in Colver occurred in
1912, not even one year alter the mine opeied.
It 15 nnolear exactly what happened, but
aceording 3 5. H. Jencks’ chmonicle, 1he
probicms created by the labor organizers and
apgilalors woere S0 great thal "the company gdve
up thoughts of selling lots in the town of Colver
as was done in Windber.™?  Although retaining
ownership of all property in town may have given
the Ebensborg Coal Company a hold over their
employees, it conld not dispel the mincrs
demand For gnionization,

Union activity in Cambria County was
cenicred in Nanty Glo, the hometown of UMWA
leader Juhn Brophy, Localed only a few miles
away, Colver soon reflecied Dis influence.

Trooble staricd again in earnest in carly 1915,
By April E. F. Saxman, a stockhalder and fricad
of Weaver, came 1o Colver 1 "ake a hand in
management,” the labor sitvation being disturbed
by apents sent by the union, On Oclober 20,
Saxman mouted a carload of thesc



Figure 5-18 ¥iew of Colver huseball team, ea. 19350 Courtesy
of Max Yassanetlt
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persons from the howel, using his fists on a few
"ty show he meant busingss.” Then, taking
Jencks and 1w others with him, Saxman followed
the men o the Meopoiitan Hotel in Ebensburg
and camiioned Jencks 1o keep an éye oul for
these “disturbers of the peace” Jencks ler
noted that "this was the beginning of real trouble
with the miners’ union. ™

Labor problems plagued all of Coleman and
Woaver's mings. 1o response, 1he company
proupht in the Coal and lron Folice to pairel the
strects.  These "Gestapos™ of "pussyloDis,” as
residents call them, stopped all persons enlering
or icaving town for questioning  Many persons
were turned awey, including outside deliverymen.
britz George remembers being stopped and
yucstioned simply for going to visit a [riend who
hived down the hill in Nine Row.  Evictions
Bogan al the same time, and curfews were
cstablished. Riding on horseback, the _Jmlioc
literally chased people inside at 9 PM® Labor
relations deteriorated further through the vest of
1he decade, and came fo a head during the
nationwide coal sirike of 1922,

‘Ihe first big ming 1o walk owl in Cambria
County was the Maryland No. 1 shaft an St
Michacl. Employees of the Maryland Coal
Company, moee than 200 men walked 10 South
Furk--the nearcst union 1own--10 Sign on as ncw
members, Twa hundred more sent their names.
Hincrs throughout the county began holding
secret mestings with union erganizers. The
Revloc miners walked out on April 6 and
convargatl on wnioh representatives in Bbensburg,
Thric days later, 4,000 more men met with John
Brophy at Nanty Glo, Back in Colver, Jencks
reported that that mine was enc of the few still
open, but the siteation musl have been exiremedy
iens2, for the Ebensbury Coal Company i
forecd Lo suspend operations by Tuly 10 when s
miners finafly walked oot Filly evietion notices
wore served immedialcly and 1he miners and
their milics grdered [Tom company property.
The miners had o comply; there were no wrillen
jeases. Those who refuscd w leave were moved
bedlily by company police. Tenl colonies were sel
up on acarty farms. Striking miners’ cows and
pigs were impoonded and Lhe company SLOTC wWas
closed to them. Soldiers, possibly the slaie
militia, were called in by late July.*
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The men were cvenlwally forced hack o work
under the same conditions which had prompied
the strike. Ralph Cosicllo recounted how miners
returning fmom the end of their shilt one
Christmas Eve were orlered back inio the mine
for another wrip. Those who refused were
threatenoed with losing their jobs. Another
retired miner noled thal it was canunol 1o bo
cheated by the company mar on Lhe lipple when
the full coal cars were w{:ighed.ﬂ Such abuses
did nol end until 1933 when passage of \he
National Industrial Recovery Act permitted the
Colver mincrs 1o join UIMWA Local 8605

[n spite of their past hardship, retired Colver
miners s¢em to feel that the Ebensburg Coal
Company was "a protty good company” because al
least there was work,  Conditions were not
necessarily betler anywhere else and many wher
Mings wete not operating as often.  Furthermore,
mary Fe! that "the law wast't on your side, so
yiru had W0 put up with it." This was cspecially
true for immigrams, who faced greater barriers
than native American mingrs.  Steady, plentiful
work and & roof overhead were the minets’
primary ¢onsiderations.  And as long as one
“Tidn"t make waves” geier of these were in
jwpar{i}',‘m

Past to Present

Conditions improved somewhat for Colver
miners and their familics in the 19305 and "40s.
Unionization stabilized wages, hours and working
conditions, while piving men represenlilion in
the work place. World War 1l boosied the
demand for coal so that Colver miners saw a
marked increase in productivity and profit.
Beginning in 1948, Colver residenis were able o
purchase their homes and make much-necded
alterations. Max Vassanclii bought his four-room
howse for 730 and over the years has added a
new bathroom and kitchen, 2 new healing sysiem,
a cellar, wall-wo-wall carpeting, pancling and
aluminum siding. Some of the company houses,
like Arthor and Mariha Price’s old house on the
ecorncr of TFifth Sicect and Weaver Avenue, are
practically hidden hy porches, additions and
farages.

Despite such abvious changes, s0mMme aspects
af tife in Colver are the same, Every morning




people flock 1o Ihe post oflice 1o pick up mail
and exchange pleasantrics with neighbors. The
Colver store remains open, selling everything
from furniture and clothes to harteries and
microwave popeorn. Ralph Costello, the town
batber, is open only a few days 2 week now, bul
when it is open, his shop still serves as a social
pathering place. MNevertheless, Colver is a quiel
place 10day. bany residents arc retired, while
those who do work ofien commute long dis-
tances.  Lately there has been talk of a now
power plani (0 be built a1 the old mine site. It
is said that the plant will converl the massive
boney pile into a usable fucl and have z life
gxpectancy of many yeurs. Some people hope
that new jobs will meian renewed prosperity but
whatever the future holds for Colver, 1t s cerlain
thut westipes of the coal company wwn will
remain.
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CHAPTER 6

STATUS, MOBILITY AND HOUSING

From the various sources used in this
study, it appears that ogcupaiional status, and
hence, the division of housing in Colver, Windbor
anmd Star Junction was dependent upon several
related factors: the method uscd 10 wotk 1the
ming; the size of the company and 1he mine; and
the ethnic make-up of the laborforce.  In all
three 1wwns, the superintendent, foremen, fire-
brss, assistant [oremen, coal inspeclor, doctor,
chief clerk, and store manaper were considered
the highest status positions, and miners, the
lowest status,  In between was a wholc range of
oocupalions--such as eleciricians, painmers,
carpenters, laborers, blacksmiths and plembers--
whose statys could not be classified as easily.
Then there were professional occupations (o be
considered, sach as icachers, ministers, engincers,
surveyors and clerks, Divisions also existed
within an occupation, 45 e¢videnced by miners
whir were further diffcrentiated as loaders,
scrapers, cuiters and shot-firers,

While divisions beiwecn managemeil
personnel, skilled labor, anskilled labor, and
professionals in the towns are nol surprising, the
crileria which divided them are. Mine foremen
and company store matagers, [or example, were
considered high siatus occupations because their
skills were vital for the hinancial sweecss of the
mining operations.  Similarly, all three coal
companies seem to Rave regarded skilled elec-
tricians, blacksmiths and plumbers as more
valuable than miners, althaugh the work of
mining usually required as moch, if oot morg,
training. As a result, those men and their
familics ofien occupicd benter dwellings. Clerks
and bookkecpers dlso had somewhar betier
accommexliations in coal iowns, wheneas such
oceupations would not have been so highly
valued or rewarded inoa pon-company -conitolled
community. 50 while the architecture of Colver,
Windber and Star Junction suggests a clear
division beraten management and fabor, it does
not necessariy rellect the subile distinctions that
cxisted within ¢ach group nor the peculiar
hicrarchy of the coal industry.

To a Large extent, the division of labor in the
three communiijes was influenced by the
methid in which the mine was worked. Tn the
Rineteanth century, when Windber and Star
Junction were founded, the miner was responsible
for every aspect of cxtraciing coal: undercutiing
the face of the scam with a pick and shovel;
drifiing the holes for explosives; firing the "shol,”
or charge; and sorting and loading the coal. By
the 1urn of the century, howewer, mechanical
cutters and loaders had been introduced inlo
many mines, and with them came new divisions
of labor {S¢c fipure E':-’.I}.“ In these mechanized
mings, ¢lear distinctions were made botween
miners, cullers, drillers, loadars, and scraplrs,
because the lalter [our occupalions wele
considered more skilled. Speaking of Windber-
arca mines in 1911, the U. 5. Immigration
Commission reported, "as all mining is done by
machines, the number of men loading is much
greater than the number in moze skilicd work,
such as operating the machines.™  Yet these new
divisiops of labor had litde impact on the
segregation of mine workets in wown. Prior to
the implementation of machinery, all miners ware
considered equal and housed accordingly; afler
the lurn of the century, specializaton had created
a complex hierarchy of occupations below pround
that coal companies like Berwind-While appar-
cnilly ignored above ground.

As Thomas Coode indicates in Bupdust and
Blackdamp, many of the new specialized occu-
pations which arosc after 1890 were for super-
visory personnel.  Companies like Berwind-
White, Ebensburg Coal and Washinglon Coal and
Coke suon hired additionul men Lo seryve as
fircbosses, assisiant foremen and lipple bosses.
The Pennsylvania Bituminows Mine Reporis show
thal some miners were able o move up the
ranks during this period by passing a series of
craminations. In this manner, coOmpanivs were
assured of having loysl, expericnced help in
positions of authority rather than strangers.”
the emplovee’s new status did not necessatily
earn him a beler place o live. Housing in coal

But
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Figure 6-1 Charts showing the breakdown of employees for Washingion

Coal and Cake Company (1899), Berwind-White Coal Mining Company

{1900}, and Ebensburg Coal Company (1913) [ur comparison.

Compiled

from Pennsylvaniz’s bituminous mining reporls of 1899, 19K}, and 1913,



1owns remained segrepated by ethnic group 50
that the selationship berween occupational $tatus
and housing altcy 1900 ceascd to reflect the
clear-cut hicrarchy that characterized carlier
ninctecall-century Company 1owns.

The sige of the company, or rather, ow
many persons il employed at a particular mine,
played an important rele in determining the
hieratchy of workers' housing. A large firm
wirnld have morge cmpluyccs and hence, a moIg
complex occupational structure than a smailer
firm.  Berwind-While, for example, maintained a
large crpingering stall in Windber. The chief
cngineer vocupicd a spacious residence on
Somerset Avenue, ds befit his status in the
company. According 1o the census reeords, (he
rest of the enginecring depariment lived in
boardinghouses or detached residences amid
merchants, professionals and crafismen, vet aparl
[rom miners. The Washinglon Coai and Coke
Company, by contrast, had & much smalier
operalion at Star Junction, su that while s two
engineers lived on Tony Row, Lhey acnaally
occupied low-stalus houses.

Like ihe enpincers al Star Junciion,
Washington Coal and Coke's "hoss” carpenter,
"boss” painler and coke yard "beyss,” lived on
Tony Row. So did the railroad’s station agen,
several company bookkeepers, Lhe company
bulcher, two railroad enginecrs, and a few
salesmen for the company store.  But although
the occupations of these men did merit them
accommaodations on the mosl socially-prominent
stpeel, their houses were ne dillerenl than those
of many miners and coke workers.  Similarly,
Colver's mipe foreman, chiel of police, school
principal, and boss electrician lived in
better-quality six-room houses, while the
company's threc carpenters, painter and plumber
lived in threc-reom bungaiows, However, since
these particular (hree-reom Louses were on ihe
south side of Reese Avenue alung with the six-
room houwses, and where only Americans and
immigrants from the British [sles lived, it appears
that scgregalion in Colver was based solely on
elhnic grounds.

The case of Windber also demofsizanes

that ethnicity also had a profound impact on
pocupational stalus and mobility.  Acoiding 10
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the Immigration Commission's report, almost all
immigrants cnlering the Windber mincs did so as
unskilled labor. The company did not provide
any sort of job (raining, with the resoil that dis
workers had to learn from experienced miners.
Theoretically, the longer an immigrant worked in
the mine--or on the tipple-he more likely he
was t0 advance up the cecupational ladder. The
repotl also noted a strong correlation between
the nativity of an employee and his tendency
toward advancement. The Berwind-White Com-
pany preferred 1o hire "native whites, Germans,
Irish, Scottish and Welsh® because they were
pelieved 1o be mote productive and reliable; but
"as they will not work in the lower ocoupalions,
employment of the Southern and Southeastern
Europeans is necessary.” Mapgyars, Poles and
Slovaks made up the bulk of Berwind-White's
labor Earce and so woere seo as the mos) pro-
gressive ethnic proups. Nourthern lalians were
also prore r job mobility, and--according o the
company--demonstrated a particular seitability for
work on the Lpple, Southern Dalians were con-
sidered the least desitable and were "dropped
from the rolls au every uppurlunil:,'."*' The
[ollowing chart, taken from the [mmigration
Commission's report, provides detailed infor-
mation about the relationship between race and
oocupation in the Windbor-arca mines (Sce ligure
6-2). The chart confirms the noudon that
occupational status, and thus, the amount of
moncy an cmployes could carn, was limiled by
ethnic group: American, English, Scottish, Irish,
German and Swedish workers occupied positions
in all levels, yet castern and southern Burgpeans
were confined 1o the lower staius oCcCUpations.

Because of the inlerrelation belween
¢lhnicity, job status, mobility and housing, it
becomes possible to vicw the segregation of
workers in these three 1owns as the reseli of 2
cyilical progression (Sec Opure 6-3). Each
component of the progression determines and
reinforoes s peighbors in soch a way as to
cstablish an unbroken chain. Thus, the ethnic
group 10 which an individual belonged deter-
mined what owcopation he held; this, in turn,
determinéd his carning power. Contemporary
sources confirm that companics used an
cmployce's carning power 1o compute the
amounl of rent he could pay, penerally one-
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Figure 6-3 Chart showing Lhe relationship of various factors which
influcnce the segregation of housing in a coal wwn, By author, 1943,
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fourth of his monhiy wages. Each company then
used that figure (0 delermine how much 31 would
spend on construction 50 that, vlumaicly, the
amenities provided were a direct result of how
much ithe emplovee carned.  And 10 bring the
cycle o a close, companics based the provision
or exclusion of certain amenities, such as
bathtubs, on the cthnicily of their workers.  Yet,
unlike other cause-and-eficct relationships, this
ype of progression was not proporiional;
although an emplovee might aher the status of
his occupation, and hence, his earning powcer, he
cionld not change his ethnic origins, and so re-
mained limiled in terms of housing. This aspect
of coal-town life did ot change until alter World
War 11, when mine workers in Coiver, ‘Windber
and Star Junclion were finally able 10 purchase
their own homes.

Prediclably, the rigid division of housing
whith characterized these three coal towns was
considerably weakened when the companics de-
parted in the 19505, Many mincis and their
familics moved away Iin search of betler jobs, but
those that remained cagerly booght their conm-
pany houses when the surface land and ns
Enprovements were put up {or sale. Sometimes
the miners parchased vacant houscs ¢lsewlicre in
town, while in other cases, houscs wWere sold 1o
outsiders. As z resull, Foles were soon living
next w Scots, Ilalians nexl (o Americans, and
[oremen next (o mincrs.

The social charzcier of the wrans also
changed dramaltically. When the onmpanis
owned the towns, everyone "knew what each
other was about,” Al of the men worked in the
mines in some capacity and all of the women
sayed at home. Bound 1ogether by the same
values and principtes, il not (he same elhnic
background, the communitics shared bolth good
times and bad. MNow it has all changed. Fewer
and fewer miners remain in the old coal towns.
Insicad, they have been replaced by o new
generation drawn by Jow roal cstale values,
Speaking of Colver, one older vesident saied, "In
spite of ail the hardships, I'd say 90 percent
turnad out to be pretty good cilizens, but [
wouldn'l trade any of the older folks {or the new
ﬂlm'::;l:_J though, 1 can’t figure out their purpose in
fike."
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Bascd on the number of miners who boughi
their houses, it seems likely that the necd
regain control over their private lives was
imrins:‘::all% linked 1o the idea of kome-
twnership” For the first Lme in their lives,

many miners could excreise and enjoy all of 1he
privileges and responsibilities assoviated with
owning properly, Quite undersiandably, their
{irst step was usually to boegin altering their
homes,

ricd]

Figure E-4 Modified compar.ly ou,aes in Celver, Taken by
Jet Lowe, HAER photographer, L9EE.

First, miners added indoor bathrooms and
updaicd their heating systems. Windows were
changed, doors moved, porches replaced, and
ashestos shingles or siding added.  Old privies
became sheds, shods bocame garages, and
additions were made from porches and lean-1os,
The retived miners proadly point oul such
changes and draw artention © how nice the
houscs are now, Since the coal dusi and smoke
F¢ gone, some ofzl-town restdenis have
beautified their yards wilk shrubs, flowers, and
various yard ornaments. [(Sce ltgure 6-4 & 06-5).
And yet, despite such cosmetic changes, the
repetition of forms and repularity of placement
still identify communitics such as Star Junciion,
Windber and Colver as coal company Lowns.
Reflecting a unique idenlopy, coai wwns provide
an cxcellenl opporiunity 1 study the somgwhal
neglected social and cultural legacy of the coal
indusiry in soulhwestern Pernsylvania,
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CHAPTER 7

A STATE-BY-STATE SURYEY

o 1925 there were approximately 6O0,000
bitumintons Mine workers stattered over
twenty-six states,  Of these, 7 percent wer
concentrated i the Easwern Province, a S¥kmile
wide strip stroiching from the northwestern
corner of Pennsylvania, throngh Ohio, West
Virpinia, Maryland, Virginia, Eastern Kentucky
and Tenmessce o central Alabama., Twenty
percent of the 600,000 mingrs were located in
the central mining stetes of the Inferior Provinee,
niamncly Indiana, Iiinois, lowa, Missouri, Kansas,
Arkansas and Oklahoma, The remaining 10
percent were emploved in the Gulf, Northern
Great Plains, Pacific, and Rocky Mountiin
provineos (Sce fipure 1-1). Nol surprisingly, the
arcas with the highest percentape of coal miners
also possessed the greatest number of coal towns.,
Yet coal towns--or rather, miners’ hovsing--varied
preatly from region o region and even [rom sigie
L Slate,

The most informative sources for this study of
American coal Ivwns were undoobledly the
reponts of the U. 8. Coal Commission (1923-25),
L. . [mmigration Commission (1911}, and U. 5.
Burcaa of Labor Statistics (1917 and 1920}, All
three apencies conducted nationwide surveys of
the living and working conditions of bituminoes
miners. Their reports readily noicd regional
diffcrences in housing, ethnicity, topography,
production and labor relations, yet seldom
oflcred any reasens for such differences. I G
spents made any connections belween the eth-
nicity of @ miner and the house he owupied, or
between the dominant house-[orm in 2 coOmMmun-
ity and it5 daic or place of constryction, they are
not noted. Yet il is apparent fram these and
similar stadies thal such connections do exist,
and are not coincidental, due o 1ime cOnstraints,
however, it was impessible to conduct an in-
depth investigation of the sort necessary to armive
al any definile explanalions. S0, instead of
exiensive Meldwork and rescarch, this study made
use of sceondary soutees and the [eldwork of
others to establish (he major characteristics of
miners’ housing in othet coal regions, namely
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date of construction, locat climale and availuble
matcrials, and 1he dominant ¢ibnic groups em-
ployed.  I1 was also decided expediemt 1o limil
the discussion of miners” housing in other repions
1 only those that were (historically) most pro-
ductive. Furthermoere, sinoe nateawide reporls
ended to classify coal repgions by stale, this
scotion §5 also organized on a state-by-state Busis
In compiling this section, particular care wits
Laken 10 node the deminant miners’ howse (orm
in ¢ach area, and the incidence of the Penn-
sylvania miners® dwliing.

Regional Differences

While conducting research for the US.
Borcau of Labor Stalistics” 1920 publication
Housing by Employers in the Linited States,
Ieifur Magnusson travelled all over the
contirental United Statcs and sunveyed hundreds
of company-buill houses. From his extensive
ficld work, it was readily apparent W Magnasson
that regional differences were as much a
characieristic of indostrial housing as cconomy of
construction.  He concluded:

The company house Tends 10 become
standardized in each locality, as respocts
both plan and material of construction,
and cven with regard w the color of the
interior, Cerlain types, howewer, arc
characteristic of different sections of the
country; and in the castern slates there s
funther dilfercntiation between the
manulactering and mining 1own, which s
nol trug of the northern and southern
states, . .

From Magnusson's study, and others like it,
it appears that three factors determine regional
differences in workers’ howsing: gale of won-
struction of the houses; locsl climate and
available materials; and the ethnic composition of
the workforce, The standard Pennsylvania
miners” dwelling, 1hen, can be seen ds a product
of both its era and areu.



Criginating in the anthracite ficlds of the
Laehigh Walley, just aorth of the densely-settied
PhiladcIphia regton, the first Pernsybeania miners'
houses were iwa-story, semi-detached, braced-
frame structures an sodid swone foundations.?
Built in the undeveloped counlpyside, wihere
space abounded, the houses wore crowded to-
gether with litde seiback from the streels, small
vards, and shared pary walls (Sec figure 7-1).

Figure 7-1 Anthracite miners' Jwellings, buailt ca. 1450 in
Eckley, Luzerne County, Fepnayivanin, Houzes like theze
were copied by oal compsnive 1o southwestern Penn-
aylvania, Maryband, ¥irgitga, West Virginia and else-
where., Courtesy of the National Hegister of Hiatagia
Flaces.

This form secms distinetly grbao bul there are
precedents B il photopraphs of cxlant Welsh
miners’ howses show bleak tows of wdentica),
two-story, four-room, gabc-end masonry
structercs that were clearly based on urban
housing models”?  American eoal operators
retained the two-story, (our-room, gable.cnd unit,
but heilt braced-frame, semi-detached dwellings,
bocause timber was cheapet and more abundant
Bere than in the Hriush lsles. Furthermore,
semi-delached struclures pleascd operatives meore
than rowhouses, while remaining cheaper 1o build
than detachied howses,

Early anthracite mincrs” dwellings utilized
cxpensive and labor-intensive braced -frame
struciural systems.  Although 1he cheaper
halloon-lrame was known in [Uinods and Indiana
as early as 847, it did noo reecive universal
aeceplance by castern builders wril at least (he
1860k 50 thal braced-frame consteeciion was 1he
most viwble method of wood-frame construgtion
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available for carly mirers' housing? Because of
ils availabilivy, wood remained the preferredd
malcrial throughout the United Siates, but by the
end of the century, improved techrolopy cnabled
the simpler and cheaper balloon-frame 1o
suepercede the braced frame, and by ‘Waorld War [,
prefabrication supplanied balloon-frame
construction.  Housing may therefore dilffer from
region o repion because ofF its date of
consLruction,

The Pennsylvaniz miners” dwelling seems to
have surfaced next in the soft-coal regions of the
slare. Al the same time, development bogan in
the coalficids of Appalachia. By the 1890, the
coalliclds of Maryland, Pennsylvania, Woest
Yirginia and Virginia were booming; Tenmossee,
Kentucky and Alabama followed soon afier.”
Preliminary rescarch has shown that the Penn-
sylvania miner's dwelling was built in ali of 1he
above states bur was dominant only in Maryland,
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Yirginia, as
uther forms arose 0 meet the specific require-
ments of cach peogruphic arca. The southern
coal operators, for gxample, partivularly lvored a
Qne-stary cortage on post foendations for their
cmployees.  References indicalc that solid
foundations were abandoned because the warmer
climate demanded mare ventilation.  Bowever,
the same one-story honse form was also
dominant o the coal towns of Ohio, inois and
Indiana, where the climate is fur colder, A
possible explanation for this discrepancy may lie
in the dute of construction, lor by the 1910k,
when the central eoalfichds were developed,
coginecrs, archilwcts and other industrial bousing
experts wore aclively promoling the bungalow as
ke culmination of their efforts o provide
suilable accommodations for workers.

Teu there s stilh one importam regional
difference whose infuence on housing cannot be
everlnoked: workers. Reports by the [ S
Immigration Commission and U, §, Coal Com-
missinn teveal that the cthnic make-up of the
bilominous mining foree varicd considerably from
region W repion and even from siate to siate. 1o
almost all cases, coal toines in a given arca [irst
drew workers from the indigenous population.
Then, as these local rescrves hecame depleied,
new warkers were broughe in,



In the early- and mid-ninetecenth century,
Pennsylvania and Maryland coal mincrs were
drawn almost exclusively from the British lsles
and Germany coallickls.  After the 13808, these
gapericnced miners were followed by waves of
Eastern and Southern Europeans.  Yet ihis
furmula did oo apply to all mining regions.
Bvidence for the Appaiachian states, for cxample,
indicates that their firsi mining cmployecs came
{rom the cstablished coallields of Pennsylvania
and Marvland. These skilled employecs were in
high demand, but as the need for labot mctcased,
southern coal operators were forced o ook
ehowhere, LUnlike the norihorn states, West
Yirginia, Tennessee, Kentucky and Alabama had
tw large, native groups to draw on: blacks and
rural whites. Although Eastern and Southern
Evropeans did find their way to the coalficlds of
Appalachia, their numbers were oflen insig-
nificant. ‘The cihnicity of the workforce also
differed jn the central and wostern mining
regions,  Illinois, ndiana, lowa and Ohio
empiuycd mostly native-born while Americans,
while Fansas, Missonrl, Oklahoma, Texas and 1he
far weslern states emploved American Indizns

and Mexicans. While housing did nol always

differ radically from region to repion, thers is
ample evidence that coal vperators atiribuled

what differences there were to the presence of
any non-while, American workers.

Maryland

Despite the cost, 1he two-sory, braced.frame
miners” dweiling was adopied readily oy coal
companies in western Maryland and was oom-
monplace there by 184, The Maryland Fiis-
worical Truest recentty completed & survey of
twenly-nine lowns located in the Georges Creck
Valley cowl region and built borween 18%) and
1850, Three of the carlicst company-huill
communitics in Maryland--Eckhart Mines (18353,
Lonaconing (1838) and Moum Savape (1842)--
eonsisted primarily of twa-stoty, semi-detached,
gable-cnd, braced-frame structures with morlised
amd lenoned members (See figure 7-2). By 1832,
tirese houses were dominant in such communitics

as Borden Mincs, Allegheny Mines, Barrcllville,
Franklin, Detmneld, Gilmore and Phoeniz,. There
wore also a number of stone dwellings.  Mount

Figure ¥-2 Semi-detached, vartical: plank miners' dwelling in Lonaconing, Maryland, built ca. 1240, Courtesy of the Naticnal

Registar of Hixtorie Placos, 1933,
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Savage, [or cxample, had "several hundred” stone
houses for operatives by 1855, Veriicai-plank
structurecs wore present, (oo, According 1o
Kaiherine Harvey's book The Best-Dressed
Miners, Maryland's coal wowns were "typical of
mining estates in the English tradition,” and may
reflect the influence of British investors.®

While similar o Pennsylvania towns in
physical appearance, Maryland coal towns wore
conspicuously dilferent in "the amount of real
cstale owned by the miners.”” Harvey found that
many Maryland miners owned their own homes
by the 1880s. in fact, by 1885, more than one-
third ¢f the mining populalion were homeowners.
In Pennsylvania, by contrast, less than one-eighth
of 1he s1ate’s miners owned hooses in 1902,

The: predominant €ihnic groops in Maryland's
coal fields were the Welsh, ITrish, Scotiish,
English and Germans,  Almost all had experience
d4s miners upon arrival.  Eastern and Southern
Eurgpeans did aot artive in this state amil the
1910s, and then only in smal! numbers. The
piclere of Maryland miners that emerges from
Harvey's book is one of hard-working, famiiy
men, who scttled into Lthe community, sought
citizenship, and werg thus respected by theiv
native-born neighbors, Long considered by Iocals
to he a valuable part of the community, home-
ownership enabled Maryland miners 1o hecome
members in fact. This was nol the case in
Pennsylvania, where betwecn 18580 and 1900,
companies cagerly hired Eastern and Southesn
Europoans 10 work their mines. Harvey looked
at contemporaty newspapers and concluded that
"Peonsylvamia companics viewed cxpericnoed
Anglo-saxon and Celtic miners as persistent
trouble-makers,” and substituted unskilled Eastern
and Southern European immigrants instead,
hoping that "their iphorance and poverly woald
make them more docile” As Harvey observed,
this wrpover was accomplished with case in
Pennsylvania because the companies owned the
houses and stores.®  Sinee most Pennsylvania
firms retained ownership until the 13405, they
clearly intended 10 maintain the control over
their employees that had becn established carlier.

The sale of houses to Maryland miners zlso
stcmmed from the increasing sctilement of the
region. By the wrn of the cenwury, the
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prapethics of Maryland coal companies had
"ceased to be sell-sustaining units, remole from
other setllements,” forcing owners to relinguish
"the complete feudal contrel of the envirenment,
which Pennsylvania comparies and others main-
1aincd and were perpetyating in the new coal
regions of their states™  As has already been
nolad, many Pennsylvania coal 1owns were 5o
sechuded as to compel companies 1o retain
properly, rather than seil it

Wesl Yirginia

When West Yirginia's coal reserves were first
developed in 1the 18608, Appalachia was only
sparsely sehnled, This simation guickly changed
as coal operators brought in workers from
culside the region. The [mmigralion
Commission foond thal, ™negroes, particularly
from Virginiy, bepan 1o be altracted 1o the
coallields, while somg while nalive miners [rom
adjoining states also appeared.™? Immigrants
came next, drawn by the promise of good wages
and a decent howse.  Initially, lalians were the
dominant group huat Slovaks, Poles, Magyvars and
Croatians arrived in incréasing numbers alter
1897, By 1911, native-born whitc Amcricans
made ap 326 pereent of West Virginia's mining
pPopulation, blacks made wp 357 percent, and
foreign-born whites accounted for 31.7 percent.
In contrast, Peonsylvanin®s mining population a
that ime was broken down inlo 2.5 poreent
rative-born white, 97.5 percent foreign-bam
white, and no Macks at all

As 1o housing, the [mmigration Commission
had this 1o say:

There are three pencral lypes of houses
found in the coal-mining villages of the state,
and i1 i5 ool vncommon 1o Ond ail three
represenicd in one 1wwn, The most general
ype found, especially in the older, estab-
lished villages, gives every appearance of
::hcapncs-s and lack of permancnce. This is a
one-slory siructure of from o to four, or
somentmes (ve o six rooms. They arc
usually boxcd on the volside with 18 or 12
inch boards nailed en veriically with 3-inch
strips over the cracks. They are either ceiled
wilh good dressed and matched lember, or
plastered and in some cases papered. They
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Figure 7-3 Taken [rom the 1.5. Bureau of Labor Statisbics’s report on bituminous miners’ housing in 1020, this photograph
wan entitled, "A typical Wesk ¥irginia coal mining town,” All of the houses appear to be twe-atory, gerni-detathed, frame

structures like those in Pennzylvania,

are usually two rooms long, and, il there are
more than two rooms, 1he additional roems
are usuaily buili as a wing running back from
the front part. A ralher narrow porch 15 built
on the front of the house, and in some cases
in the rear. The double houses are two
stories high, two rooms wide and 1wo fong,
If they contain six rooms, Lhe rear ones are
only a story high; and if there are eight
rooms, the froml and rear are both two slorics
. . . The third type of house found in mining
villages is bener in quality and general
appearance, and occurs less frequently than
any other. 1t i & single, one-story building of
four or five rooms and hall, and finished both
inside and gut with better malerial than that
usually found in the ypes above descriped. 2
(See figure 7-3)

Information pathered by field spenms of the
U. 8. Coai Commission len years Jater differs
somewhat from this description. Although 98
percent of 1the 5,740 houses the commission
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sorveyed iR West Virginia were frame, 70 percent
had weatherboard cladding.  Weatherboard
cladding usually implics balloon-frame
comstruction yel the Immigration Commission
report cicarly indicates that vertical-plank
construction is dominant.  In addition, the Coal
Commission ound thal most West Virginia
miners' houses were semi-detached, (our-bay
strucilures with gable or pyramidal rouls and not
one-story vottages as (the Immigration Com-
missioh sugpested, The Coal Commission also
reported that 49 percent of the miners™ houscs
had lathed and plastered imteriors and 49 percent
had wood sheathing (tongue and groove). On
the exterior, 62 pereent had composition paper
roofs, and 68 percent had post foundations. ¥

One particularly popular miners’ house by
1925 was the so-called "Jerny Lind," a one-s10ry
box-like siructure with three or Bul Fooms on
posts.?? The prolifeation of one-siory houses on
pust foundations may have arisen in response o
West Virginia's natural sopography and climate



because posts wore benter suited 10 ke hilly
tetrain than solid foundations and afforded
preater air circelation,

Tams is 2 pood cxample of the West Virginia
codl wwn Planned in 1909, Tams 15 localed in
southern Raleigh County. By May 1910, there
were 125 houses o the small community, all buil
from local timber cot in a sawmill specifically
brought in for that purpose. Many of 1he houwses
were twoestory, balloon-frame structures. Each
had (hree or four rooms, weatherboasd siding
and plasiered interiors. There were also a
number of one-story, three-room cotiages.’™

Houses in Tams were divided into three
sections: {hose above the iipple were for hlacks,
those below the (ipple were occupied by white
Americans; and those fur below the tipple were
for foreign miners. This arrangement coindides
neatly with information im the Immigration
Commission's report.  The commission [ound
that. oon the whale, "American whiles occupy a
somewhat belter and commodioos hoose as
comparcd with the forefgn born, and that the
foreign-born, with the exception of Mexicans, are
praciically living in the same peneral siyle of
company house."® Yel the commission also
neted (hal forcipners were betler hoosed than
blacks and blacks were beuter howsed than
Mexicans, Certainly, there were no Mexicans in
the West Virginia coal ficlds, bul the presence of
equal numbers of blacks, whites and foreigners
created an ¢thnic mix that Jdid not occur in the
extreme notihern ficlds.

W. P. Tams, the wawn™s benefactor and
namesake, once indicated that he just built "Lhe
style of houses [his workers] were used o living
in." On the sutface, this stalcment implics that
Tams copied the form of his miners’ dwellings
from indigenous models, yot recent siadies
suggest thal "he and other local bailders were
more influenced by the examples of other [coal]
towns than by native building style.™” If so, then
Tams’ stawement has an entirgly dilferent
meating: he copicd miners” house forms from
other--perhaps oider--mining 1WOwns heciause he
believed emplaoyecs wele accusiomed o those
forms, Stated anowker way, Tams believed certain
houwse forms were appropriate for his employess
and built them accordingly. Thus, the bwo-story,

semi-detached mincers” hoose was buill only where
cmployers considered it appropriate for their
worklorce.

Virginia

Virginia oial towns exhibit the same three
[orms of miners' housing that characrerized West
Virginia. Many were (hrec-rogm, one-siory
structures and built "ol rather cheap materil.”
Usually, these houses were weatherboarded, and
"whea placed on the sides of hills . . . pillars of
brick, stone or wood are built 3o as 10 make
them level” There were also 3 large number of
two-stary, semi-detached, wood-frame miners’
houses, Those that survive are similar to double
houses found in West Virginia and Pennsybvania,
githough many have 2 salthox configuration.
Four-roam, detached houses with an eight-foos-
wide venfer hail were also buill in the Virging
coal region, bul never in great numbers. ¥

The Yirginia coal ficlds were not opencd
until the 13308, By 189, 1he Big Stone Gap
field led the state in the production of a high
Quality coke that tivalled that of Pennsylvania's
Connellsville Coke Region, Pennsylvania coal
Operatnrs were anxious to expand their coking
operations and quickly acquired property in West
Virginia and Virginia, Becausc this region, too,
was sparsely sciiled, acquiring Jabot became a
primary issue for polentil investors,  Companics
therefore bopan importing workers from other
areas to supplement the local labor supply, By
1911, labor in the ¥irginia coal mines was
divided inta three roughly equal-sized groups:
native-borne blacks ftom other areas inside the
state: nalive-born whites rom wilhin the stare;
and loreign-horn whites {rom Lhe solt-coal region
of Pennsylvania,™

One representative firm, the Yirginia Coal
and Iron Company, was incorperaled by a group
of Conngllsville, Peansylvania investors in 1882,
By November 1896, the company had built more
than 100 houses, a stote, oflices, a stable and 500
coke ovens at Pionecer, Yirginia, now called
Stonega. Like most ooal 1owns, S10nega was
built [rom local timber that was cul and miiled

on site. By 1900, there were 353 houses in the

community, MOsL Werd iwo-story, semi-detachad,
verlical-plank structures (See figure 7-4).




Inleriors were almost always finished with wood
sheathing,  Although most of the hooses were
alike, 1he company nevertheless divided 1hem into
five groups: first-class American; low-class
American; [orcign; Mrst-class oolored; and
low-class colored.  Importantly, many of the
Stonega houses were designoed by the company’s
eeneral seperintendent, John Taggart, 4 pative of
Connchisville.”® That Taggart built replicas of
the Pennsylvania miners” dwelling to house mine
workers ftom Peansylvania seems to be no
coincidenee.

Tennesses

The major sourees wsed (o compile this
chapter were surprisingly devoid of information
on Tennessee coal towns, The Immigration
Commission, for example, cxcluded both
Tennessee and Kentedky [rom s siudy of
southern mining towns because the number of
immigrants in those states was "s0 low as 1w be
of no consequence."* It also appears that there
simply were not as many coal wwns in Tennessee
as in oher states.  While the Cumbertand

National Archivea,
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Platcau was an oxtension of the same coal
deposit under the rest of Appalachia, Tenngssec's
ouiput never approached that of s neighbors.
As 3 conscquence, when the UL 8 Coal Commis-
sion began its investigations in 1923, 1 found 50
fow coal fowns thal Tennessee was grouped
together with Kentucky, Maryland and Virginia.
The nember of coal wwns continued to drop as
the indusity declined, By 1930, the Tennessce
coal PoLm was Over; @l Present, it seems untikely
Lhat any coal 1owns cxist exoept in "an archaen-
fogical context.™??

1t has been suggested that Tennessee miners’
houses were bascd on indigenows building
traditions.”’ Hy the wrn of the century, the most
papular rural house was the "box-house,” which
was “huilt of undressed planks ser up verbically
with weather sirips covering the cracks between
the boards." The frame box-house was said 1o be
similar 1o the 1raditional log cabin because a
front porch exiending across 1he front of the
structure gave the howse a "cabin-Tike"
almusphcre.z" Although these bow-houses appear
1o have becn dominani in Tennéssen ¢oal Wowns,

)
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Figure 7-4 Shows aimilar bwe-story, semi-detached, verbical-plank houses in Stonega, Vieginia, ca. 1915, Photegraph frem



there is no conclusive evidence thatl coal
operaturs consciously imitated [ocal forms.

Additional rescarch indicaies that several
other house forms existed in Tennessee mining
communities, as wall. By 1920, Lejfur
Mapnusson described #ll southern Appalachian
miners’ houscs as being detached or semi-
detached, wood-[rame, ore-story coliages with
hipped roefs. The houscs were plasiered inside
and clad with weatherboards outside. Generally,
these structures had four rooms and a {ront
p-ori:h,‘?j Miners' dwellings in Coalmont,
Tennessee, are represcnlative of these one-story,
detached cottages. The former community of
Wilder-Diavis possessed a third dwelling, the
mwo-story, detached, wood-frame house mors
characterisiic of coal towns larther north. Future
tield work in Tenncssee will likely discover more
examples Of Lhese house-types.

Kentucky

Like Tennessee, little information is readily
available on the coal wwns of Kentucky itself.
For the most part, sources like Ronald Eller's
Miners, Millhands and Mountainecrs assumc that
miners” dwellings in Kentucky are identical to
thosc in found in Tennessec, West ¥Wirginiz and
Alabama. [t is apparent from the data that can
he fonnd, however, Lhal such oonclusions are
purely hypothetical and not based on fiekl
rescarch of extant sireciures.  One source Lhat
does ugse field research to make {ts conclusions is
a 1969 disseriation by Claude Eugene Picard
entitled, "The Western Kentucky Coalfield: the
Influenc: of Coal Mining oa Settlement Patleens,
Forms and Functions.”

Picard lists the western Kenfucky ¢oal
community characterisiics as “dominantly, almost
cxclusively, of single slory, one-unit dwellings,”
with weatherboard siding and composition paper
roals, A simple "hox with a shed, pyramid or
cone (gable} ronl™ was most [regoent; second in
numhber was the reciangle. Rectangular houses
were Sither of the twa-raam bungalow ar
shotgun varicty.” Picard's statistical information
for western Kentucky (See figane 7-5) confirms a
predominance of the one-slory miners’ house but
dismisses the presence of any two-story dwellings
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as an anomaly of minor significance.  Yer, 1aken
in the context of the entire Appalachian Platcau,
the presence of these (wo-slory, semi-detached
forms assumes primary significance.

In the three mining communpities Picard
lists--Ciraham, Beech Creek and 5t Charles--the
proporion of two-story dwellings in each 1own is
27.5 percent, 9.6 percent and 11 percent,
respectively.  The incidence of 1he 1wo-story,
semi-detached miners’ dweiling riscs when the
coa) jowins of casiern Kentocky are copsidened,
McRoberls, Benham, Lynch, and Jenkins are just
fout of the larger commuonities where the
two-story [Orm is present in noticcable, but
uncalculated, quantities.”™

Although Kentucky dificred in its house
forms, 1the cthnic compositon of ils mining
waorklorce was very similar 1o that of West
Virginia and Tennessec: almaost thnee-fourihs
were listed a5 native-born, while Americans by
the Immigration Commission in 1911.% The
remaining fourth was compriscd mostly of
nalive-born, black Americans and a fow
foreign-born, white familics.

Alabama

Irn Alabama, most biluminous mining
communities were Incated around Birmingham.
Outlying coal mincs had their own selilemenls
which included mincrs” housing, but in the city
its¢lf, miners' hooses alternaled with those of
steelworkers, coko workers and common laborers.
Mevertheless, various spurces con{irm that by
1310, the typical Alabama miners' dwelling was a
onc-sloTy, square, wood-frame struciure with a
prramidal roof. The houses were raised on piers
and had both front and back porches™ Each
had four ar v rooms with 2n averape size
ranging between 12' x 12" and 147 x 14' (Sec
figures 7.7 and 7-8). The Coal Commission
surveyed 3617 miners’ dwellings in 1925 Of
these, all were rame and 57 percent had
board-and-batien exteriors. Since 99 percent had
wood-sheathed inleriors, the houoscs with
board-and-batlen siding may actually have been
vertical-plank structurcs; wood-sheathing inside
would have provided much-needed siabitiny,



HOUSE TYPES FOB SELECTED SETTLEMENTS AND CROSS-SECTIONS
IM HOPKINS, MUMLENEERG AND MCLERMN (CDUNTIES, KENTUCRY
{In percentages)

1966
TR COURTY
Beech St. McLean N. Mul. Hopkins 5. Mul.
Graham Creek Charles o, o, Co. Co.

Tvpe (Cases) 78 65 98 127 106 185 158
Bungalow & 12.9 9 11 30.72 16,9 8.7
Bungalow B 2.4 4,0 18.9 1.8 2L.2 7.B
T 10 4.8 7.0 5.5 11.3 2.1 16.2
2T 3.2 1.0 3.7 a.9 1.9
2/1 T (Midwestern) 2.4 1.6 0.6
L 6.5 14 3.7 4.7 4.4 2.6
2L 1.0 0.9 1.5 0.6
1L 2.4 5.0 .5
1 Pyr 24.8 38.7 2.0 4.7 6.6 10.5 3.9
2Pyr 1.0 1.6 0.6
Shed Room Type 5.0 .7 40 18.9 3.8 1%.9 23.4
Ozark {(2-Foom Shack} 3.0 0.9 1.5 .8
shot Gun Type 20.5 4.8 i.0 2.1 1.9
Two Story Linear 4.8 4.0 0.9 5.7 1.3
Modern a.,49 12.9 24.4  25.5% 20.68 19,5
Trailer 3.6 5,7 1.5 3.9
Other 4.0 2.9 3.8 0.5 3.9
Saltbax Type 22.7

Figure 7-5 Table showing percentages of different miners’ dwellings
in Kentucky, Taken from Clavde Eugene Picard, "The Weslern Kentucky
Coalfield.” Ph. D. disscriation, University of Nebraska, 1969,

133



I RIS ING TOWR 18 ALAEAMA,

—TYPICAL 4-ROOM FRAME HOUSE
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Figure 7-€ Typical four-room, frame minar’s house in Alabama. Taken (rom "Company Housing in the Bituminous Coalficlds,”

by Leifur Magnuesgn, L9210

Early workers” housing consisted of uniform,
dolached, two-room structeres, bullt of vertical
planks or 2" x 4" members.  Interiors were
unfinished, lacking ceilings or plaster. These
Lwo-room siructures established a precedent for
company-built dwellings that Alabama employers
were reluctand 1o abandon, For cxample, the
four-room siructure was readily adopted as the
standard form because it could be casily
converted imo a semi-delached dwelling.
Depending upon the number of dweiling units, it
became known as a "four-room sgeare-lop” or a
“dowble-twe.” I %M alore, more than 1,500 of
these structures wore built in Lhe Birmingham
district. ™!

In Alabama, more than any other state, there
15 a slrong correlalion belween the cthnicily of 2
miner and the house he occupied. The Immigra-
tion Commission noled that "as @ peneral rele,
negia miners occupy a poorer Kind of house than
gither the native while or immigrant." This
i$ no surprise, but the report supgests that only
blacks occupy the two-ronm "cahing.”  Consider-
ing (hat by 1911, 53 percent of the mining
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population was black, the majority of Alabama’s
miners and their families inhabiled these
twoe-room dwellings, The correlation becomes
<ven more apparent when 1RG Iwo-ToOm Siruciure
js identificd as a shotgun’?

According 10 4 recent survey of the
Bivmingham disirict, the sholgun is the "most
persistent form” of riners” housing. The siudy
[urther statcs that, "the shotgun wype is widcly
disiributed throughout the Seuth, in both urban
and rural settings, where it s cccupicd by
sharecrappers, small farmers, miners and
industria! workers.™* It can be no coincidence
thal in Alabama, blacks were Lhe dominant
ethpic group for these oocupations and that the
shotpun was so closely assockated with them (Sce
figure 7-8).

Thomas, Alabama, provides an interesting
example of an ethnically-based hierarchy of
housing. Modelled after the towns of
Hokendauqua, and Albortis, Pennsylvania, the
coal and sicel town of Thomas had threg forms
of workers’ housing: (1) wwo-story, detached,
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Figure 7-7 Typical “double-two™ now vsed as a single residence.

Hudging, 1983

five-roum, brick residences (or the compuny’s
toremen, mechanics and skilled laborers; {2)
one-story, detached, four-room, frame,
hipped-raof bungalows For semi-skilled and day
laborers; and (3) one-s1ory, "buard-and-batien”
sholpuns [or blacks. Importantly, the
1wo-storybrick residences were (he original
workers' dwellings, built in the 1531k Iy the
Pennsylvania-based Pioneer Mining and
Manufacturing Company. The onc-slory
bunpalows and sholguns were built by Republic
Stecl after 1389 and were repocted (0 "showcase
Southern industrial types.™! Both Alburlis and
Hokendaugqua were located in eastern Penn-
sylvaniz {near Allentown) so the two-story, brick
house-form at Thomas was oo doobl a derivative
of the Fennsylvania mincrs’ dwelling that
originated [n the anthracite Delds acachy.

THinois
Wilh the exceplion of the northernmost

countics, all ol THinois is underlain with
bituminous coal. ‘This ficld, considured part of
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Surveyed for Village Creek, by Marjorie White and Carter

the central bilumipous fichds, also exicnds
bencath the southwestern corner of Indiang and
the western counties of Kentucky. Development
began in the lalc-ninetcenth cenlury and by 1910,
flinois was the sccond-largest coal-producing
state in the country aler Pennsyh‘ania.ﬁ

Alier World War T, and prohably in resposse
13 the fising jnterest in immigrants in indosity,
1he state of Nlinois crealed 118 own Immigralion
Commission o investigaie the living and working
conditions of its forcign-born residents. In 19240,
the linois Immigralion Commission, through the
Depariment of Registration and Educaiion,
published its findings on biluminous coal miners
i# & bulletin entitled "The Immigrant and the
Coual Mining Communitics of Ilinois" Thiy
repor was particularly helpful in establishing 1he
physical conditions of that state™s coal towns and
coincides nicely with contemporary reports of
alher regions.

The MNlincis commission looked al faur
countics represenming the north, ventral and
southern coal 1iclds of the s1ate.  in all,
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Figure 7-8 Floorplans and elevations of "shotgun double™ houses for
miners in Alubama. Taken from Village Creek.
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rwenty-six towns and camps were survgyed, The
commission declared that "the mining towns and
camps are almost painfully alike in appearance.”
They found four- or five-room, box-like houoses
built in Iong coos and clevated on posts, The
LL 8. Coal Commission’s repurt reflects similar
information: [inois miners’ dwellings were
predominantly one-story, wood-frame structunes
wilh weatherboard siding, plastered interiors,
wood-shingied roafs and cither pust or solid

foundations™®

Although howsing was remarkably similar in
the midwestern states, [linois differed
dramatically i the ¢thnic composition of its
minc workers,  In Illinods, 48 percent of the
workforce were native whites, 48.4 perceal were
foreign whites and 3.6 were native blacks; both
Indiana and Ohio were approximately 73 percent
native whites, 23 percent [oreign whites and 2
percent native blacks, The combined town of
Bush-Hursl, Tllinods, was cited as typical by the
state commission: "All those in Hurst are
American and most own their own homes, bul
Dush is 2 company-owhed immigrant setllement,”
that consisls of "appmximalcly 200 houses of the
ugliest box-type.™’  Zeigler, hinois, had similar
One-s10Ty, wood-Irame houses although B was
buill as a model coal community. Houscs in
Zeigler were of wo varieties: T-shaped, semi-
detached] cottages or square, detached struciures
with pyramidal roofs. More than 60 percemt of
Zeigler's residents were foreign yet the company
hegaty sclling howses W employess immediately
after World War [ ended. Oniy the town of
Reynoldsviiie, Niinois, had the familiar two-story,
five-toom, wood-frame houses seen clsewhere,

[pdiana and Ohio

Few studics have been done on these central
bituminous slales for two reasons:  Dirst, less than
% percent of the mincrs in Indiana, and only 25
percent of the mincrs in Ohio ever lived in
company houses, second, more than thece-furths
of the mining population were native whites.
Indiana and Ohio thercfore received litile
altention fram housing-reform and immigration
commissions. As a resuly, only scaltered pieces
of evidence cxisl on mining communities in these
slates.

The U 5 Coal Commission surveyed two
represeniative towns in Ohio and on¢ wwn in
Indiana. Uscd in conjunction with other sources,
this information provides a clearer picture of
miners’ housing in the Mid-West, The commis-
sion {ooked at 1,100 houses in Ohie.  All were
of frame construction:; 852 had weanherbosrd
siding, 142 had clapboards and 75 had board-and-
batten exteriors. Almost all had plastered
intcriors and posi foondations. Unlike other
regions, 604 of the houses had slale roofs insicad
of wood shingles or composition paper,  Indiana
miners’ houses were very similar, being
wond-lrame with clapboard siding and plastered
interiors.  All of the Indiana houscs, however,
nad solid foundations and wood shingle roofs.
Fifty-five percent of Lthe miners’ houses in both
slates were detached and the average number of
rooms was four.” {Sec figure 7-0

According to the UL 5. Immigration
Commission, living conditions in Indizna anal
WS were:

Al fimst crude, owing 1 the rapid prowth,
and development alang this line did noet go
forward rapidly enough to farnish adoguate
house facilitics for the steadily increasing
numbirs ol employces nceded.  Under these
conditions, it was dilTicult o secure natpe
and Cnglish-speaking workers and so
recourse was had o races of iImmigrants who
weTe ol 50 exacting as 10 living and housing
facititics,

Oklahoma, Arkansas and Kansas

The southwestern coallickds did oot
cncounter any large-scale development until after
1885, Faced with a fairly small local population,
prospeciive coal operators began o recroit
cxperienced ming workets (rom castern states.

Al that ume, coallields in the castern United
S1ates were cxporicnoing numerous strikes, Many
of the miners who eventually found their way
wist came from \he anthracite fields of
Ponnisylvania,  Either Americans or natives of the
Brivish Islcs, they possessed many of the skills
western emplovers soughl. On the mher hand,
they were also fereely pro-union and considered
10 be labor agilators; many came to the western



LT A T T PR PR AR TYR RO TR RV TFE ST TR pord i per st Ea g Tald, 0I5,
Pilectrrz e il s, Dok Pl POode e = nilaar g dspost vt iztee kLo Elann Uhe svcrsn:,

Figure 7-9 Views of typical minets’ houses in the central and western
United Swates. Taken from the TS, Bureau of Labor Siatistics™s 1920
report.
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mines because they had been blacklisted in the
east. Then, too, the region was &ven mors
sparsely scttled than older mining areas in the
casl. Weslern employers found experienced,
English-speaking empioyees dilficult 10 retain and
50 looked 10 other ethnic groups.’ Thus,
employment in western mines followed the same
pautern as she rest of the United States:
native-born whites and English-speaking
Freigners, then native-born blacks and Eastern
and Southern Europeans. In the southwest,
however, American Indizns and Mexicans were
also recruited for labpr. While the presence of
these two groups docs not appear (o have
prompted an alteration in hoase-form, it did
create an unusual hierarchy of housing.

The typical southwestern mince's house was 2
frame structure, generally having berween three
and five rooms and intended 10 hold only one
family. Room sizes averaged aboutl 14" x 14' as
in Pennsylvania, but scldom appearced in the
{wo-510TY, semi-delached form. Resting on piers
about three or four feet above the ground, they
were usually pootly constructed (See figure 7-6).
To reduce expenses, only cheap lumber was uscd;
one house could be buiit for as litle as $100.7

The Immigration Commission concluded from
s survey of the Southwest Lhal "the particular
race predominating in a community also has a
naticeable influence in regard to the general
appearance of 1the home and (he sanitary
conditions surrounding it" Mexicans and Italians
were found 10 be especially untidy, aithough
Mexicans occupied “the least desirable” company
houses and italians oflen purchased their own™

The information on miners’ housing in this
repion is as scanty as that of other arcas since
many of the aclive, large-scale operations were
closed by Lhe 1900, Arkansas, for ¢xample, was
not included in the [mmigration Commission’s
report of 1911 becaunse al ihat lime, its mines
were either 100 small or closed. The Arkansas
Suate Relief Commission pewertheless found
enough destitute mining families in 1934 o
conduct a getajled investigalion. This group
described the average Arkansas miners' dwelling
a5 anc-story, frame, unpainied, in nced of repairs,
and having an average of four rooms.”™
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Conclusions

In order to interpret regional differences in
miners’ housing, one must look closely at four
elements: form, siructure, materials and type ™
For 1his repor, *form" includes the size,
groponion and massing of a structure. In
miners’ housing, 1this means the number of
stories, and floor plan arrangement. “Structure”
refers simply 10 the method of aonstruction
employed, useally either braced-frame, balloon-
frame. vwertical-plank, of masonty bearing walls.
"aterials® include interior and exterior finish as
well a5 strociural [abric, while 3 "lype” 18 what
resuis when the previons three elements are
used Lo classify houvses inlo specilic groaps.

Using these elements as the wols of analysis,
four easily recognizable mincr's house types
cmerged:

(1) The SHOTGUN, ypically a
ORC-5tOry, Iwo-bay, wood-liame slruciure
with & pabl: roof, post fosndations, end
chimney and 1wo or three Inooms.

{2} The PYRAMIDAL-ROOF HOUSE, a
ome-story, three- or four-bay, wood-[rame
dwelling, often semi-detached, with post
foundations, central chimney and fur rooms.

(3) The PENNSYLVANIA MINERS®
DWELLING, always 4 two-510Ty structure,
b either detached or semi-dgetached, with
two bays per dwelling unit, a wood frame,
four or five moms, front- or side-pable rool,
end chimneys, and ofien a rear ell containing
One Or lwo more 10oms per unit.

{4 The GABLE-ROOF HOUSE, a one-slory
residence with two, three or even [Dur rooms,
cnd chimnoeys, wood-frame construction, and
occasionally a projecting one-story ell which
resulied in & T- or L-shaped plan.

Each of these four types can be seen as
characteristic--gither singly or jointly--of a
pariicular rcgion. 1n the Appalachian coal felds,
the Pennsylvania miners” dwclling wypificd only
voal towns Of Pennsylvania, wesiern Maryfand



and western Virginia. This type plus pyramidal-
and pable-roof cottages characterized West
Virginia, although rowns in rhat state could and
ofien did possess 1 majority of only one type.

As coal development spread farther south, the
incidenes of the Pennsylvania miners’ dwelling
declincd. There are comparatively few of these
two-siory houses in Kentucky or Tenncssee,
which are equally characterized by pyramidal- and
pable-rool cottapes. The pyramidal-roof cottage
also appeared in Alabama coal (0wns in
considerable numbers, but the sholgun was more
characicristic of this stalc bocause it was alrcady
an eslablished form of unskilled workers' housing
when coal mining began.

This chapter has oflered several possible
explanations for why a particular house char-
acterizes one region and oot anothes. Surviving
sources indicate that economis, ethnic and
climalic considerations were most fundamenral in
determining the construction of one form over
another, yet regional differences were apparently
affectcd by time, as well. For example, there are
45 yel no references o one-story miners' houses
predating 1900 In fact, a look at the oldest
coal-company houses (located in Pennsylvania
and Maryland) indicales that almost all miners'
howses boilt between ¢a. 184) and 190 were
modeled after the Pennsylvania type. While two-
story houscs continuwed 1o be built afier 1900, we
can bc reasonably sure thal the deiaycd appear-
ance Of one-story mincrs' houoses until after that
date was a rcsull of changing views on workers'
housing around the tusn of the oontury,

The most nofable factor influencing the oon-
siruction of miners® houses aroend the torn of
the century was the increasing amouni of atlen-
tion paid them by industrial-housing reform
activists. By 1910, nepative publicity about the
living and working conditions of American
minert combined with acote jabor shortages 10
compel coal operators 10 improve housing in
ordcr 10 atract and relain workers,  One expert
stated:

We arc al last beginning to mecogniag that
pecple who live in pigstics are likely to be
and scl like pigs. If we want respeclable
and intelligent men and womcen o work for
us in our plants, we must see thal they
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have decent, healthy and comfortable
homes. *

T meet the demand [Or better miners’ housing,
articles on celliery dweliing construction began 1o
appear in mining perindicals and journals. One
particular series, wrinten by A T. Shurick for
Coal Age in 1911, offercd plans for an "the
average miner's house" that fell somewhere
"berwcen the shack and the cellar-bathtob-house,”
All eight cxampics proposcd by Shurick were
one-story simaclures refleciing what appears w be
a nalion-wide (rend away from two-story miners’
houses after 1900, As Shurick explained:

While in some instances 1he Pwo-stoTY
house is vsed in large camps and where
land values are an important item, these
conditions do nel often prevail and
houses of this class are rather the
exception than the rule.?’

Similarly, the Bureau of Mincs rccommended in
1914 that two-story dwellings be built only when
4 large numbcr of rooms was required boecause
bw-siory houses "cheapen the proportionaie cost
of faundation, roof, and of land occupicd.™
Howewver, since the number of rooms seidom suar-
passesd four or five, one-story houses usually
sufficed. [n this manaer, the recommendations of
so-called amhorities on industrial housing may
have causcd coal operalors in some regions 10
reject the mwo-story form. This especially seems
iruc for operators in the southern, central aad
western coalficlds, since 1hey were not developed
on a large scale ontil after 1900, Coal companies
in the older northeasterm ooallields, howeyer,
continued to build wo-story dwellings.

The rejection of the wo-story house outside
northern Appalachia after 900 also coincided
with the risc of the bungalow. Scarcely known at
the turn of the cenlury, the bunpalow wis com-
monplace in the American landrcape by 1910,
[is popularity was s0 preal that counitless
variations arose during this decade, from Lhe
elaborate siruciurss built by Grecne and Greone
in California, to middle-class, suburban
Craitsman-style bungalows, 10 the mail-order
structures olfcred by companics like Sears and
Aladdin. But while the bungalow could be "huilt
to suit all pocketbooks,” its simplicily of design



and economy of construction was such that it
s00n became intimately associated with the
working class. Indeed, some advetiiscments
stressed that (he bunpgalow was “especially
suitable for a workingman 1o afford.™ Nol
sarprisingiy, miners’ housitg of the same period
incorpotates many bungalow-like elements. In
fact, the similariticy were 0 preat (hat many
firms actually referred 10 their company houscs
as "bungalows.™? This adaptation of the
bungalow suggests thatl not anly were cnal
wompany officials aware of current buoilding
trends, but that they consciously chose to
incorporate popular architectural elements into
company houses i an efforl 10 jmprove housing
apd draw 12bor.

Despite improvements, most mincts’ housing
built after 1900 was still based on employers'
assumplions of what employees would want. In
the first place, most Americans believed that
immigrants--who dresscd, spoke, ate, and wor-
shipped diffcrently--probably lived dilferently.
There was a pervasive belief that immigranis did
nol warrant quality housing because they neither
expected nor appreciated il.  Yel American
managemenl personnel could not have known
what kind of houwsing forcign laborers wanted or
needed. Tn fact, slatements from indosteial
housing awthoritics like Lesiie Allen and Mormns
Knowles clearly indicate that early-twentieth
century architecls were as ignoraat of working-
class housing needs as coal operators.  Leilur
Magnosson, however, recognized that one of the
preatest problems with company housing was "2
(ajlure to study the desires of the workingman in
the matter of the type of housing to be pro-
vided.*™ Magnusson explaincd that for employ-
ers, "the character of labor 10 be housed, native
or immigrant, skilled or unskilled, high-paid or
low-paid," determined whal kind of house was
built. Thus Eastern Evropean miners” housing
diflered from English mincts” howsing in
American coal towns because Americans thought
different ethnic groups deserved diflerent kinds of
homes. Climalic conditions, availability of labor,
building costs, and accessibility of malerials were
also considered determining factors.>

It is dilficoll 10 ascertain what role each of
these fagtors played in shaping the characteristic
miner's house of a given area withoul extensive
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feldwork. Why, for instance, are there relatively
few two-slory miners” houses in Alabama coal
towns and even fower shotguns in Penmsylvania?
Is this difference more a result of cthmc
varfations in the workforce 1han variations in
climate or local building traditions? Whal about
the preference for posts over a solid foundation?
One source siates: “Posts are used only on the
cheapest or more temporary struciures,” suggest-
ing that the sclection of a post foundation s
bascd on economic considerations®  Yel posis
were dominant in overy coal-producing state
excepl Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virgima and, 10 a
cerlain extent, West Virginia, After 1900,
however, & oonsiderable amount of porihern
capilal was diverted ino the sputhern coalfields
where coal lcases and labor were cheaper.™
With lower operating costs and greater capital,
why did the characterislic southern miners’ house
ulilize the cheapest materials and method of
constrection? Again, it scems that other con-
sideralions were at work bosides financial ones,
but more rescarch is needed here, as well.

Without an understanding of the reasons
behind regional differences, it is hard to see the
Pernsylvania miners’ dwelling in any kind of
peographic contexi. Yet from the malerial
presently available, it appears that this form was
originally intended for a certain ¢lass of
emplovee, namely expericnced miners Irom the
British Isles, and that it was boilt wherever this
class occurred in noticeable quantities. When the
proportion of these experienced miners increascd
and decreased over years and dislance, lime and
peopraphy became sigrilicant (aciors which
influenced the diffusion of the Pennsylvania
minery” dwelling. 1t is hoped that future siudies
of miners' housing will result in a mote compre-
hensive ¢xamination of the forces which Ied to
the brief dominance of the Pennsylvania miners’
dwelling on the coal-mining landscape of
northern Appalachia.
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GLOSSARY

Administration Department

COAL INSPECTOR. Conducts a continuous inspection of mined coal both in the mine and on the
tipple to fumnish the compamy with information about the qualicy of coal 1aken [rom the mine.

FIRE BOS5. Safepuards underground workers from the dargers of explosive or poisonous pases by
examining 1he interior of 1the mine with a flame safery lamp; has the sole authority (o prevent or
permit workets 1o enler the ming at the bepinning of a shift.

MAINTENANCE FOREMANM. Supervises the activities of workers engaged in the maintenance of all
repair work necessary to keep the tipple, wacks and all company property outside the mine in
satisfactory condition,

MINE FOREMAN. Superrises afl activities necessary to the extraction and removal of coal from the mine
with special attention given to the safe working conditions in the mine ard the observance of
safety regulations by workers;, organizes mine crews; assigns workers 10 their work places,

SAFETY INSPECTOR. Makes inspections of working places in the mine 10 lotaie a1l hazardous
conditions, excepl gaseous, and reports the results of such inspections (o the proper mine officials.

SUPERINTEMDENT. Suvperintends sl coal-cxiraciing, preparation, and shipping activitics.
SUPPLY MAN. In charpc of all incoming ar cutgoing sapplies for a company operaling one or more

mincs; requisitions, receives and issues sopplies; keeps written records of all transactions and suxk
on hand.

Construction and Maintepance Department

BONDER. Bridpes the pap between stecl rails in a mine track by brazing or welding a bond 10 form a
coniinyous path for glectric current.

BRATTICE MAN. Conirols the circolation of air throvghout the mine by constructing BRATTICES of
canvas, wood, or other materials; erects stone, brick or cement OVERCASTS and UNDERCASTS.

CAR REPAIRMAN. Roonditions mine cars by repairing worn or broken parts or by replacing such
parts with new oncs taken from stock or made by himselt.

CENTERMAMN. Establishes the center line of mine rooms, entries, and passageways so the excavalion
wotk witl be cariicd forward in 2 straight line without the constant service of the cnpgineering crew.

GREASER. Lubricates all moving parts of the tipple equipment; may assist TIPPLE MECHANIC in
making repairs.
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LAMEP MAN. Issucs a cap lamp o each worker enlering the mine and receives the lamp when he comes
ofl shill, cleans, repairs, tests and refilis/recharges lamps.

MINE ELECTRICIAN. Insialls, maintains and repairs the elecirical distribution lings and the electrical
power units of machines used inside or oulside of the mine.

POST PULLER. Operates a pulling muchine to remove all timbering from an abandoned scetion of
the minc.

PUMPMAN. Removes excess water from the mine (loor by operating a motor-driven pump.

SLATEMAN/ROCKMAN. Locates dangerous slate conditions and eliminates them by removing the slaig
from the roof and the face of the mine and loads it into cars for removal.

STONE GOBBER. Operates a loading machine which disposes of waste materials left at working places
by moving it 10 oihet locations.

TIMBERMAN/DRIFT CARPENTER. Reinforces the mine roof, wall or RIB fwhere he determines
fecessary), by installing timber or other supports 1o prevent coal, rick or slate from falling.

TIPPLE MECHANIC. Inspects all tipple machinery for the operativn of which he is responsible;
Makes emergency repairs, and overhauls and makes permanent repairs.

TRACKMAN. Prepares track hed and lays, maintains, and repairs mine tracks on which carjoads of toal
or supplies may be transported from or into the mine.

TRACK CLEANER. Cleans litler from mine tracks or drainage ditches along main haulapeway in mine.
WIREMAN. Installs and repairs wires and equipment necessary to supply a mine with light, power,

ielephone and trolley service.

Coal Extraction Depariment

COAL LOADER. Loads coal into mine cars ot onto conveyors, shovelling the coa! from a pile on the
mine floor where it lics after blasting.

DRILLER. Uses portable drilling machines 1o hore holes for explesives in coal, slate or rock seams at
the working FACE.

LOADER-OPERATOR/MACHINE LOADER. Operatcs, mainlains and makes minor repairs to an
electrically-driven ¢oal-doading machine which gathers loose coal from a pile on the mine floor and
dumps it into mine cars or Onto & conveyor.

MACHINE MANMACHINE CUTTER/COAL CUTTER. Operates an electrically-powered coai-cutting
machine in order to0 make deep culs inlo the coal seam at the FACE to free one ar more sides of
a large block of coal so it can more easliy be broken down by explosives.

POWDER MAN. Assumes charge af the magazine where explosives are stored; reccives, stores and
issues supplies as nesded.
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SECTION FOREMAN. Supervises and direcis the activitics of all workers engaged in the cxtraction of
coal in the section of the mipe to which he s assigned; assufes a maximum production schedule
and a regard for safety regulations; assigns workers o heir places; informs dispatcher when loaded
cars are ready to be hauled (o the surface; makes periodic inspections; regulates levels of waler and

Fragh gir in his secticn of the mine.

SHOT FIRERSHOT FIREMANSHOOTER. Uses cxplosives to blast coal from a working FACE so
that it may be Ioaded into ming cars.

Haulage Department

BRAKEMAN/SPRAGGER. Assists the MOTORMAN in the makeup and movement of trains inside and
outside the mine by coupling and uncoupling cars, displaying proper lights, throwing switches,
setting brakes and signaling MOTORMAN when to proceed, Teverse Qr stop.

CAGER. Directs and participates in loading and unloading the cage at the bottom of 4 shalt; adviscs
HOIST OPERATOR when 10 raise cage.

CONVEYOR MAN. Tends an electrically-powered conveyor which moves coel from the FACE into mine
cars ot to other poinis in the mine.

DISPATCHER. Rouites all traffic over the main line of a haulage system of a mine with the
responsibilty for prompt movement of trains.

DRIVER. Hauls Joaded or emply mine cars bewween working places and main line haulage track by
driving either a singlc animal or a wam of muies, horses or ponies.

GRIP CAR RIDER. Operates a GRIP CAR 10 haul loaded mine cars up an inclined track which
connects the mine opening with an upper TIPPLE; uses a CAR RETARDER 1w move loaded cars

to the sile and dumping cquipment.

HOIST OPERATOR/MOIST MAN. Operates a power hoist to raise and lower men, equipment,
supplics and materials from one level 1w another, either inside or oulside the mine.

MONITOR OPERATOR. Operates hand controls at the upper TIPFLE to control a paic of
gravity-propelled cars, called monitors, that run on separate inclined tracks and transier coal from

a bin at the upper TIPPLE (o one at the lower TIPPLE

MOTOR BOSS.  Dirccls the activites of train crews beiween the main line hanlage track and the
working FACES,

MOTORMAN. Operates an electric locomotive which moves trains of empry or full mine cars from
one location to another, as ditected by DISPATCHER or MOTOR BOSS, in response 10 signals
from BRAKEMAN.,

OUTSIDE MOTORMAN. Operates an elcctric locomotive in the oulside yard 10 move cars loaded with
equipment o supplics.

SAND MAN. Pmocesses sand used for sanding tracks by hand-firing a coal-burning sand drier.
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SLATE LARRY-MAN. Loads LARRY CARS with slate and other imputilics from the TIPPLE slats
bin, and emptics cars out at slate dump.

STABLE BOSS. Cares for horses, mules and ponies; assigns animals (0 other workers during each
work shifi,

SUBSTATION QPERATOR.  Tends a rolary converter ar generator to change alternating
current to direct current for ming cnsumption.

SUPPLY MOTORMAN. Loads or assists in the loading of cars with mine supplies and operates a
locomotive which haels supply cars int and put of the mine.

TRAPPER. Opens and closes The 1rap doors between haulagsways when mine trains or oaner cquipment
pass through 50 as to insute a minimum of interference with ventilation,

Preparation and Shipping Depariment

AERIAL-TRAM OPERATOR. Operates an acrial tram which carries slate or other refuse from the
mine opening to the GOB pile.

CAR CLEANER. Showvels or sweeps refuse from mine or railroad cars before they are loaded with caal,

CAR COUPLER. Makes up TRIPS of cmpty mine cars which are lowersd down an inclined track from
the dumping euqipment at the Lippie 1 the empty yard below.

CAR DROPPER. Controls the movement of cmpty or loaded mine or railway cars down an inclined
track.

CAR DUMPER. Opcrates the car-dumping device al the TIPPLE; directs coal and GOB into separate
bins by means of 2 manually operated chute; moves cars into and out of the dumping device.

CAR TRIMMER. Loads raitway ¢ars with coal and irims the tops of Ioads 1o evenly distribute coal as it
falls from the loading conveyor, or BOOM.

CHECK PICKER. Removes load CHECKS from the full mine cars as they arrive a1 the TIPPLE and
gives check to WEIGHMASTER so that the worker who loaded the coal will teccive credit for the
amount of coal in (he car.

CHECK WEIGHMAN. Reads the scale weights and records on a ally sheet the identification number
of the worker and how many tons of coal the worker loaded; posts Lally sheel where workers may
read it ang learn their wapes for the day. Wages of COAL LOADERS are computed on a
tonnape basis,

COAL-CRUSHER OPERATOR. Tends a coal crushing machine in 1he TIPPLE 1o produce markel sizcs
of coal by breaking up Lhe larger lumps.

COAL-YARD FOREMAN. Supervises a crew of men who store surplus coal in the yard until nesdo? for
shipment.

DRY CLEANER. Tends an qir tabie which removes dust from otherwise marketable finc coal by forcing a
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current of air through 1.

JURY MAN. Makes periodic inspectiops of cars of coal coming from the mine iR order o detcrmine 1he
amount of impurities.

SAMPLE TAKER. Takes samples of coal coming 10 the TIPPLE from various sections of the mine and
prepares samples for delivery to lab where it {s analyzed.

SCREENER. Controls the opetation of shaker screens which separale lump coal inte various sizes, and
drops coal into siorage bins.

SLATE PICKERPICKER.  Picks throogh lump coal on a conveyor 10 remove pieces of slate, rock and
other debris.

TIFPLE FOREMAN. Supervises the processing of mined coal by directing the tipple workers who weigh,
grade, clean and transfer the coal from one place to another; also supervises those workers
responsible for maimainance and repair of Lipple machinery.

TIFFLE OPERATOR. Owerseds, from his slation at the control board, the operation of all
tipplc machirery necessary for the processing of coal.

WASHER. OPERATOR. Operstes a coal-washing plant consisting of one or two ooal-washing machines
which separate slate and pyrites from the mined material,

WEIGH MASTER. Receives CHECKS frem CHECK PICKER, weighs cach car of coal a8 it comes from

the ming, and pecords the weight for comparison with the figures taken by the CHECK
WEIGHMAN.

Mining Terms

BOMEY. The broken wasie which accumulaies during the mining of eoal.  Also called GOB in some
arcas.

BRATTICE- A wall or partition constructed in an underground passageway of a ming 10 ¢ontrol
wveniialion.

CAR BETARDER. A picce of mechanical equipment containing a long rope or cable with a heok at one
end that attaches to the uaderside of a minc car 50 that the operalor may retard the motion of 1he
car as it ascends or descends ap inclined track.

CHECKS. Moetal wgs upon which the identilfeation number of the loader s stamped, a tag is placed
on cach car the worker fills so he can receive proper credit.

FACE. The caposed sutface of a coal seam. Called 3 WORKING FACE when exiraction is in progress.

GRIP CAR. A [latcar with standard couplings, flanged wheeis and a pair of vise-like jaws that s
used to haul mine cars over an inclined section of rack.

LARRY CAR. A mine car wilh high sides and a 1rap door on one side; used 10 move and dump
mine refuse materials.
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OVERCAST. An 2it course used to ditecl air current o¥er a passageway.

RIB. A solid face of coal forming the side of a passagoway.

TIPPLE/BREAKER. May refer (¢ the actual machinery which dumps, soris and processcs raw coal, but
uspally designates the siructure in which such equipment is housed. Alsp known as & CLEANING
FLANT.

TRIP. A siring of mine cars coupled together and havled as a train. When curying workers into
the mine, it is called a MAN TRIF.

UNDERCAST. An air course used g direct air current nnder a passapeway.
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OCCUPATIONAL ORGANIZATION CHART

Descriptions for the Bituminous Branch of the Coal Mining Industry,

Showing 1he major relationships and paths of promolion between various occupations in & bituminous

West ¥irginia Siate Employment Service, February 1939,

coal ming. Adapted from: Local Job
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STAR JUNCTION

PHOTOGRAPHS
Collection of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Palonder, Perryopolis, PA.:
1.) View of Vicioria showing company hooses.

2.} View of Washingion No, 2 power house showing tipple, conveyors and
CVEDS.

3.} Sar Junclion puhblic school.
4.) View of Vicloria.

3.) Interior view of butcher shop in Slar Junction company store.
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4.} Interior view of linen shop in Star Junclion company store.
1.} Chutch Street, Star Junction.

3.) Junetion House Hotel

9.} Rear view of Delos Graham house on Tony Row,

10.) Company sigre and offics showing men petting paychecks.
11} Washingion No. 2 1ippie.

12y Company siore, front elevation.

13} A workers' house in New Town,

14) A street in New Town,

Collection of Mr. and M. Walter Woodward, Smock, Pa.:

i.) Baseball player, Siar Junction 1eam.

2.) Swar Junction residents going 1o the rescrvoir; shows company houses
in background.

3.) Jennie Bzughman and Vinnie Howarth standing in front of an outdoot
pump.

4.) Washingion No. 2 mine.

5.) Howarth family, 1900.

6.) Howarth family and Aunt Sara, 1900.

MAPS

"Surface Tracts of United States Sice! Corporation at Washington Works, Situate in Porry, Franklin and

Jeflerson Townships, Fayette County, Penna.,” na. 79A (26 August 1930, Councsy of Tony

Grazeiano, U, 8. Steg]l Mining Office, Washinglon, PAC

INTERVIEWS

Arnold, J. Harold. Director of Laurel Highlands Tourism Office, Direclor of Fayeite Festival Association,

and member of Cultural Committee, America’s Indostrial Heritage Projcet.  Interview by author,

Yanderbilt, Pennsylvania, 12 April 1988,

Balentine, Rita. Fayeutte County Co-ordinatos, Laure! Highlands Tourism OMice and Swar Junciion

resident.  Inlerview by zuthor, Star Junction, Pennsylvania, 13 April 1986
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Davis, Helen. Former Star Junction tesident and teacher. Intervdew by author, St. Basil's Home,
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, 13 April 1948.

Griplack, Cyril. Former Star Junction and Victoria residenr. Interview by authar, Perryapolis, Pennsylvania,
14 Tuly 1988,

Easter, Mary. Former Vicioria resident.  Interview by auther, Dainty’s Home, Star Junction, Pennsvlvania
vicinity, 28 April 1988,

Jones, Ada Vance. Former Star Supply Co. clerk. Interview by author, Star Junciion, Pennsylvania 13
April 1988,

Lint, Eugene. Guide, Linden Hall, Dawson, Pennsylvania. Intcrview by avthor, Dawson, Pennsylvania, 13
April 1988,
Palonder, Betty. Former Star Junciion residem. Interview by author, Perryopolis, Pennsylvania, 14 July

1983,

Rebottini, Pete. Retired miner and Star Junciion residenl.  Telephone interview by author, Washington,
D. C., 8 Scptember 1983

Sirilla, Mike. Retired miner. Interview by author, Perryopolis, Pennsylvania, 14 July 1988,

Torussio, Mary. Resident, Star Junction, Pennsylvania. Interview by author, Star Junction Pennsylvania, 29
April 1988,

Torvish, Mike. Relired driver. Interview by aulhor, Star Jonction, Pennsylvaniu, 28 April 1988,

Wells, Clyde. Retired Washington Coal ard Coke Co. Macksmith. Inlerview by author, Star Junclien,
Pennsylvania vicinity, 12 April 1988,

Woodward, Waller and Lavinnie. Former Siwar Junciion residents. Interview by author, Smock,
Pennsylvania, 12 April 1968,
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WINDEBER
ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS

Berwind-White Coal Mining Company. Miscellanecus historic drawings: C-7/350, 1903; C-5/414, 1905;
D-2/115, 1900, C-9/819, 1913; D-4144, 1901, D-4/32, 1897, E-1/114, 1900; E-1/116, 1900. Windber
Municipa! Building, 15th and Somersel Ave., Windber, PA

PHOTOGRAPHS

Callection of Windber Museum, Windber, PA:

L.} Hote! at Eurcka mine No. 40,

2.) Groceries Department, Intetior of main Eureka Depaniment Siore,
Windber.

3.) Groceries Department, nterior of main Eareka Depanment Store,
Windber.

4.} Liner Deparument, Interior of main Eureka Depanment Store, Windber.
5.) Graham Awcpue showing commercial structures.

6.) Miners” semi-detached house at Eurteka No. 35.

1.} Company stor¢ at Eureka No. 37.

8.) Rear vicw of Eurcka No. 35 houses.

9.) Minecrs' semi-detached hopse at Eureka Nop. 35,
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. 10.) Miners’ semi-detached house at Eurcka No. 42.
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