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SECTOR I - ANSIATSERIVTIVE G

Island of Virginius, site of 3§ Luildimcs in 16539,

B. Fropoued Uge of Island

Ve eononr with Sistorian Snellfs suggestion of the two
folg noiure of the problem: glabilizatien and preservation
of tho rwing and their interpreiabion. e alse arrea that
archeclopical expsleratien should be ponducted ay an early
date. Suech activity way well Turn up gome voery interestineg
arhibits for display onesite or il a seLN. In facl we
have learned of the recent disappearance ¢f an ald stone
wheel, perhaps a relie of the fleur mill, which for years
iay half{ kuried on Lhe island, The self-guiding trail ap-
peals very stroncly to us, since, in additien to the num-
erois historic ruins, there exists a nice wvariety of tregs
and shruks. Hany species of birds are alse found on Vir—
ginius Island in the spring and swmEmer. Varicug warbklers
are parcicularly afbuncant, i combined history and naiaral
kistory self-guiding trail is indicated for this island.

We douht, hewever, ihe wisdem of excavating the Vernwao
fanal. ‘'the diffiecvliy of proserving €ven a small portion
of this feature would ke great in view of the recurring
floods to which Yirginius Izlana is subjected.

¢. Previgion for Creratinc Is1land

Desirability of establishing self-cuiding hisgtory and
patural history trail has kecn i srussed wilh mooional In-
terpretive Planner Rose and it is heped that a start can ke
made on such a project kefoere the next travel Seasch.

D. Preliminarr Estimate of Cgst for Stabilisina Ruins and
Rehabilitaline Crouncs

The preliminary entimaled cost of archeslogical ex-
ploraticn rocuired on the Island of Virginius is L1300
Estimate for stabilization of ruins, removing bruph, ete.
H5, 000,
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TSLAND OF VIESINIUS, 1751-1516

1 ——

In Junce 1842 the Superintondent of the Harpers Ferry fumory,
Bajor lenry Ko Craig, alerted the Orénance Donartient to the
possibility that United States Goverrment michl well havs &
valid cluir to title to the Island of Virginius. ! The invest-
igation and survey of this clein that was rade in 1842 end 1842
reveals a muiber of facts relating te the early history of the
islard of Virginius that do not appear in the Deed Bools and
landg records.
Cn Augest 1L, 1843 Major Creig submitted the special survey
propa¥red by Jamss M. Drewrn, Surveyar of Jefferson County, Virgirnio
shoving the locatien of Govermment properiy lincs in relaticon
to the Island of Virginiuws to Lhe Crdnance Deparimont. (For
Brovnfs survey of June 1843, znd the legend or notes thereon,
see the next pagss of this report).z
l. L. Col. Taleott, Ord. Dopt, to Major Craig, July 14, 1842,
Hicrofilwm Reel 19, v. 2, p. 103, i reply ito Craigfs letter
of Junce 25, 1842, Uaticenal Archives IMaterial. Alse Teloott
to Secretary of Wur J. C. Spenser, August 17, 1642, Reel 1%,
ve 14, pp. 2581-1393. Taleolt to Craig, Spril 18, 1843,
Reel 19, v. 2, p. 139 and Craig to Telcott, Spril 12, 1843,
R. 12, v, 11, p. 1043,

2, K« 12, v, 11, pp. 1079-80. For other correspondence relaling
to Browm’s Survey sec Talcoit to Craig, August 16, 1843,
Re 13, ve 2, pp. 10%-100G. Talcott fo Craig. August 26,
1843, E. 19, v. 2, p. 162; Copt. W, Maynadier, Ord. Dopt.
to Craig, Septonber 12, 1843, R. 1%, ¥, 2, p. 1683, Dron

vas paid 00,00 for this survey. Bill, Jotolwr 3, 1843,
Reel 26, v, 4, p. 303,

Cremaara .
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Togend for Bronfs Survey, June 1543

Narpers Perry

Scale 50 poles por inch

Yargers Ferry Amwory, Jefferson County Virginia, Juna 1843

it the request of lenry K. Craig lujer of Grdnance
at Harpers Ferry 1 have made a surwvey of that part of the
Fublic laudgs at Horpers FoXTy whiich iz eshraced in & patent
From Lord Feirfax Proprietor of the Horthern Leck of Virginis
for 125 acyes bearing datz on the c5th day of April 1781, to
kobart Harper. The calls of said patent are as feollows viz.
Pogirning al a sycawnre troe on the odge of tiw Shenandoah
river, {Sce lefter A in the above plat} thence 530 U 44 poles,
thenoe I 66 & 72 pelus to a syciucle ai the point D, thence
up the Potomac River 148 W 200 poles to 4 chusumul Gy thence
W 105 pol.s to & white cak H, thence 5 140 polus to a red oak
¥, thence E L50 peles to the beginning. Ceontaining 1o acres.

I began Ly curvey at sin elc stooping sycoalore tree
standing on the shere of the Snerandoan river iich tus sho 1
ve as the beginning cornzr &, I ran thence g 54 B 40 ps o 4,
thenee W, 635 £ 54 poles to G, thenee I 455 E 73.5 poles 1o
the point D, thupce up the Potomae 11 52 3 122 peles o £,
theneo il 6} W 3V.3 poles to F. thence W BS W 43.5 polos Lo a
point said Le be the ploece of & chestnut tree cvalled for in
the patent at G, the corner zlso to a patont for %2 acres from
tihe samce Lo Yhe same, bearing date the 15th day of fpril 1782,
theree wvith the gawe S 87< W 126.3 poles to the place of & thitc
oak called for in the patents H, thenoo dagain vith he sone ]
of rinputes Wesht 10 poles Lo d white cak troo 1oy dead hat
standing, and recogmized as the ‘hite oak ealled fer in the
said patent for 92 acres and nov 4 cornel to Grimcs ot f (&moll
{these facis induced me Lo sxtend the dest LGS poles® linc Lo
126.3 to reach & point bearihg I 20 degrees E and 15 poles
distant from said reeognised corner at £} continuing the sance
ecourse from the wnite oak at f, farsll f) being 8 20 degrees
7 in all 150,2 poles, to the peirt i1here oncs sropd Earce
sycanores, which vere said to ropresenl the rod cak ealled
for in the patent, and said to ho a corner tao Guorge Holles
1land, and #lsolhe corner purchased to by the United States
from Putherford énd Dirke, X, thence L 83, E 196.7 poles passing
through the Island of Virginius, to tiw begirnings lei it be
abserved hovover, that the closing line in the patent s due
Fast 150 poles, vhich line is represcehted by the iine E—-L, - L
is & peint in ¥r. Wernvaa’s sa-mill dur. about 12 feet from Lhe
north side of it, and is about 5 poles above a large stoue Enop
wiich stands mearly opposite to the Merchent dMiller.

POSIT represcutc 4 picoe of larnd vhich Coorgeo RBovles vos
{o take in a couproilse that was reocormended by doscs T. 1funtur
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ttorney @l Law in 1827, ty said Rovles relinguishing all cledd.
o the trianugle GROE sng by cxecuting #1l necessaly decas to
socure to the U States il catire use of ihe ralor pover it
this ploce, The said triangle is bournded as follovs:  Hueginning
at an ircw helt in a rock akost 2 peles from the candl end
pnorih of it «t ¢ thence 3 £33 1 23.5 poles te the S L. eOITUTY
of 5., Whitefs house heing 4 poles S of the Herin gate post
ot fhe head gele of the Cimal B, Uhenve D 6% L 17,3 poles o
R, theopes lorith 23 poles to Lhu poginning Containing one acre
sixteen parchies nore OF lousa

U iz an old house in shich Robert Horper lived ang died.

Hote: I Jocne it iy duty to state that ouving to local
sitraction cccasioned Lot orly by the grect o ount of ilron at
the place but by the ore that pervades his nighberhood, and
the great wnoven mass of the surfece over vhica sevepral of the
lines run, and also the d: fficultics throwm in the »ay by
puildings and nater, mokes surveying by the ragnoiic necdls 2t
this ploce & very unexrfain usiness, 1 therefore racrmend

the careful preservation of every bnotwm Carnel.

Y is a syecacors, a krow ard actnovl edged corner of
the kand held by the reprasentatives of George Roules and their
river boundeirics 4s recorded reaches to the neighiporhoed of the
three sycemore sluros at k.

GhijklmSEKEWX represints corain of the lines ard
corners of the purchase fram Puthorford and Dorks by the United
States.

James M. Brovie S. Js C.

. , , . . i
including survevisrg - 4na - foe 460,06.
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o roeports, basea on carcfu]l study of the lLand
Records end ko erVE% best sum up Lhe story of the Coverrmont?s
claim to the Tsland and also roveal coeriain asacets of the carly
Hislory of Virginiaus. The first of theose Tonerts, Rronoyoed Dy
L+, Col, Coorge Tuleoott of Phe Crduonco Doperivcn®, 19408 sulmitied
to the Sccrctary of ¥ar, J. M, Porter, on Jucust 17, 1843, Lt
Col. Talecobt infeoitied ihe Soocrelely:

o The 205th June 1842 Mir, Croig im connand of the
Heroers Forrmy Armory, SOOrest 2 loiter to this Ciffices ssking
its conpideration, end kuat of th: Secretery of War, te tho
clain of the Usited Stctes to an Island in the Shercndesh riwver,
now in possession of Werniag and others. This leiter sei forti
in bhrief, the reassons for bulicving 1t te belong to the United
Stetes, among ~hich were that the Patent to ilerper was doubclza
or this sidz by the Shenendoah River ang no allusion nade to the
insienificent strozns hich no divides this xsl nd from the
Main, ard that there are peEIrSOLE o0 living 0o rememlers shion
no sueh scpuration existed, and that as ate as 1816 ithis Islund
was in the Posscssion of oo Morcland, vie wvas considered 48
a Guverrmont temant. It wont on ot ever to say thalt lrmedia.ely
vpon liorclernds roseval, one vePhergoan o County Surveyor cricrud
it, as uroccupled ang urclaired land, @nd then seld It le one
Pitener, (sic Egﬂchql} “ha sold It to Fores Sty Hlefinld ftho
Superintengent of Lhe Ameory, -ho cenveved 1t teo others.

This letter was referred by the Secretary of Ty,
to the Solicitor of the Treasary vith the question fQon adverse
possession oust toe U, States of a title! - the Solicitor's
ansunr dated 11t July 1842 vés that it could not, and the
authoritics were given. Tae Bceretary tinen requestod of him
fhat ihe District Attorney . gt be dircetad to ingaire inte
facls, and repori thether legal procesdings shovld be eorreneds

A correcpondence folloved as io the advantage of
crployving lire Wobon, & legal Gontlomen living nearl Lhe B8RO,
and acguainted with the land titles of ithe wicinity; and ithis
Office finally advised on the 17th fugust 1842 (it beling desirable
for other reasous bposides thls, fhat the corners sheuld be found
ang norked} that the County Surveyor should o eployed 1o run
the lines and furnish a plat of n:is Survey, in the firsi instonce,
as it could then be betier dotoreined thelier to prosceute Lhe
clair:, This course received Lae Soeretaryfs apprevil and the
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enclogcd plat of Survey, vitiv 1 j. Cralig's letter of e 11th
inst, ore hov respectfully suldlbied.

. 1t is prepwor to call your aliention, and thit of the
Solicitor of ithe TrXeasiry, should the supject be ageln rofoerred
to nim, 1o thal fact it the clesing line KL of e Foisnl of
1751 fro: the Lord Foirfax to [Poboery ierper, shica Patent is the
hasis of ihe . Seieg? title o the lepds oi tnis point, has
peitlier the propsr divectien wor suftic ont lenocilty  Thas may
arige Frow variation of Coupast, OF fremy orror of caleovlabion
alb thal tihn:; it is yalicved lorover 4o ko a rule thal R Tah|
cyYrors ofF this kind arc found, the clesing line waist tale the
dircetion of, and have sufficiconi lenuih te roach oo point of
hoginming, Suca & line w211 e found draim on the plet {ore page
M of this reperi) Kfi and as & large part of ihe Island, as at
present sristing, is bolieved to navo beern made by alluvicl
doposines sikcee Lhat date, and V. artifical p.eans, it is believed
{hat, thal lirc 11l reprosenit very neeriy the outer shore of _
the izle:nd, or the bank of the river as tuon existing (in 1?5£}.

Tf the island in guostion was not an 1slondg at the date
of the Putent, it eppesrs that it hes beccrie so on the 2oth
Sept. LVEZ for al that date NMonort Harper exscuted hiis 11kl
dividing and sequecthing iis esltate at this plece ixtieen his
nephes Hobert Griffith, and his nieve Soran Horper, by certain
ferees, “higa tThe proesenk ploi of Survey deseribes as peing In
the line frai G o n, and goos oh to say that the said Griffiths
part is te include the island cppesite to shore the dividirg
1ife sifriree the Shonindodil. )

Griffiths son and helir-at-law on the Oth eof Jarwary
1757 crocuted a deed of comvorance to Rotherford, Darke, and
otiers, for the lasd go div.cdrd by Rebert Herper, referring to
the 1ill and to the Tsland in the chenangoan and expresging the
{ntention io convey all so Gevised, yeb ip going on To give
the bounciry Lines of the land conveyed, those given are said,
by the proscnt sUrvey, to be represonted in the East and on the
Shenendoal side by the lincs running from ¢ througn n, i, J. k,
1, m, to K, and vonsecriontly not wmbracing the Islaud. Rutherford,;.mitm'

Darke & others{subsvantially the same boundary lires, but making Jrjglﬁﬁihm
no reforence thatever to the lsland. Fo bt FPEr
Garv | o =
1 have no doubt hut that a portion, at least, of vhet FRT E

o v FErurad -

is called an the prescut plat of sorvey tae lglend of ¥ roinivs, Sy
Ful

vas includgod in the Paient io Harper, & that CGriffith irtended

to convey it te Ruthorford--but all roeference to it boing oaltted
ip Futlerfords Deed to the U. States - tho fzct of iis Wiy
aftervards entersg  as unclaeived land - the perticipations i
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it salo, by tho then Svperintendsnt of the Ameory-the fact tiat
sipee being 5o entored it hes been nade valuahle ot privaie

erpuense by Doog, 10 1ls, Ivelling Houses, 0., and bhed the Wineaester
ard Polaeto Haill Read Conpoesy, purchased, It g holiewvod fros

the progent cocopants the right of way threwgh 1t for thelr

road-#ll theor foots eohined rvause L Lo doukt thelher it

wveald he adv pable fo tore ary fuarther seasures for wrosceal.ng

the clein,”?

i tho seeond roport, datod lovember 31, 1843, Scliciter
of tie Tracsury, Chariles B Fearsk, inforied the Sscretary of Vur
that:

#on the 9th of Septenber last, as appears loy an endorsement

on the papers, veou referred to me a letter from Col. Tolootl,
and sunory dooments in relation to the claim of ihe L. Stotes

te ap Island st lerperfs Vorry, vhich iz now in tae posscssion

of iife La Worrnieg & othiers. 1t is propor that 1 sheuld add that
those papers terc not roceoived at ny office until the 4in wlte.
This is uninporiant ho.over, as I do pnou reecipsend fuirther action
nothe part of fhe U, States. Durirng the pasi swaier } made o
personal exarination of the pronises, ard 1 cue to the opirion
vhat if the title of *he U. States wight af one tine have boen
waintained, vei in considsrator of the fact that the vroperty

had Leen nade vieluvable ot privats expense by hs creoctien of
Doms, ¥ills and Dielling !louses, and of the other ciroumstanees
referred te in the letter of Col. Taleott, of k= 17th of August
lasti, that it was incwpedient to proscoute fhe clafin. o thich,
view, 1 al happy to find, I de rot differ frem Col. Tuolcoti. The
main questicn is anc of Fuct as to the boundary line, vnich 3t
voula be the province of a Jury to deteniine; & F feel cornfident,
that any doslid they night entertain wvould yield to the consideration
that tho clein had ret besn pursted uniil individuals had mdade
gredt ilprovoilentis eon the Islosd, andg that 2 verdiet would be
againsy the Unitod ..":it;a‘l::r:ﬁ....“'“"1

3, Reel 23, v. 2, pp. 209-211. Included 1:ith this report arc
copivs of the follo.ing deeds. Lord Fairfax o Hobert Hurper
for 185 geres, dated FPolwusry 233, 1751, Beel 12, w. 11,
Pire MOB7-1088 (noite continued on page §)

4. Fecl 23, v. 3, pPp. 205207,



On Deventoer 23, 1843 the Ordhanee Denorloent inferooed
Superintendsnt Cralg, thot oo the basiz of Teéleott’s and the
Sclicitor of the Treasuryfe yeport, the Secrotary of VWor had
docided that it vas inexpediont Lo prosvcute the U, &, clain
to the Islend of ¥Wirginiusg and that ne furiber action was o bo
ftokon on the £ubjeut.5

Lt. Col, Telcolifs roport reveals that the island of
Virginiug from 1¥51 to about 1816 ras updevelopod land: indeed,
in 1816 it had been listed as unelained land, The 1BG3 map of
Horpers Ferry {(see iracing of part of plan on noxlh page of {his
report) delineates the Islsnd of Virginiu; in gGeteil at that
date and shovs it as an unimproved arca, tius further sub-
stantiating the statenenis of Li. Col. Talcoit cbout the carly
histery of the island,

Note 3 conlinuced: Leord Fairfax’s Deod Lo Robert YMarmper for
52 acree, dated Rpril 1%, 1762, B, 12, v, 11, pp. 1GEL=-10H0;
Robert Criffitn's Boed Lo Thomss Rutheriord, Tillics Derlie

& others for 310 acres, dated Jznuary 9, 1%9¥, R. li, v. 11,
pr. 1U83-10E8E,

S. Foul 1%, v. 2, p. l65.
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CHAPTER 13

ISLEND OF VIRGIITES, 1816 to 1830

b}

The 15l nd gets its nane and i=s dovelopod

In 1816, Daniel MePherson, Survevor for the Cowsty
of Jefferson, Virginia, took out a Fatent fran the State of
Yirgivia for the Islong of Virginius as unclaimed lund.1
On Moy 12, 1817 MePherson and his wife Susanah sold the island
dezcribed as follows, to John Peacher for §1,C00:

"nelng an lsland in the Shenoudosh neor Harpers Terroy

and beirg the lowemmost Island in said river, ceontaining oleven
acres, one rood and thirty-four poles and bounded as follovs

to wit Deginning at a4 Sycemeere fBe) ou tie east end and reoning

up said river vith the mednders thereof § 10 ¥ 1 pole, I 467

0" ¥ L6 poles, W B9 W 14 poles, N ?&‘,12” Wols poleﬁ, Houl

W 22 peles, § 5C W 13 poles, e a popler, § 6B 3 13 poles, to

2 point opposite 4 saw mill {lﬂtnted on i llfs 1 slangl S 37

W 1% poles totvo small agh zrd eli. bushes on the vest end of
gzid Island thonece down the said river - ith tnL Leunders Lhvereof
5 777 307 £ 31 poles, ¥ sum‘,»r polos, 5 72 & 25 poles, ¥ 60

E 13 poles, 5 73 E ¢ pelea W ED E E poles to tne beginning,
coptaining cleven acres one rood and thirty poles morce or lecs
ard all houses, building orchard ways, -ater...”

On Auguast 30, 1823 John Peacher and his «ife Lydia
sold Lo Jomes Stubblefield for ene cent the following land:

#oJbeing a small part of an Island in the Shenandoeah
River near Harpers Ferry. and the lowermosi lslend in Said
river {Ihlcl vould be the Island of ¥1rg4r1”ﬂi boundgsd a8
follors to 1it, — Beginning at the most northern corper of said
Islend «nd running therce 5 50 W 4 poles thence Gue gost 17
poles thence I 60 W 13 poles te the Deginnipg containing
thirty perches...”3

1, Hoted of Li. Col. Taleott, attached to his report to 1he

Secretary of War, August 17, 1843, Reel 23, wv. 3, vp. 212-Z13,

2., Deed af B. & 5. [eed Book Ko. 10, pp. 142-143, Jefferson
County Court House, Chirles Tovn, West Yo,
3- DEEd EGQI‘{ 13; Pp- 2?‘25-

- 10 «~

prdallar



-

@

Jores Stubblelicld wos then Sunerinlendent of the
United Slatus Armory al Herpers Ferry; his aoguisition of the
1aland lailer wnovmr a5 Virginius, however. hod nething to_dn
with his officisl positicn, but represented a privaele or Personil
jovestmenl. On August 30, 1824 John Peacher ang his wife Lydiu
sold to Joes Giubblefield for 415,000 the fellouving broperty:

#, . .and boing the viole of an island (except thirty
tr.o purches) in the Shenandoah river (:hich Stukbleficid fad
accuired on fugust 30, 1823} reur ilurpers Forry angd oeing the
lower most island in said river, that part of said island
herein cosveved containing t-elve acres one rood ang fifteen
porohes ard bounded as Ffellows. to wit, Beginning at 4 sycaloore
[Eigl stuip on the sest end of seid island andrunning vp said
rivor with the meanders thereof Forth 10 W one nole. thence
N 403 W 26 poles, thenco & B9 W poles to a stooping illow thence
K 75 W 15 peles to an irer boli in a rock vncer the bridge fhence
leaving the meanders of said river ard runring due VWeslt 40 nolos
to sn ironr bolt in a rock therce vith the meanders of geld river
S 71 ¥ 12 poles to an iron bolt in & rock, thence S 438 W 10
poles to an iren bolt in a reck, thence Gouth 3L W 6 3/10 poles
to a smell ash and el on the west end of said igland thohkce
dewn Saig river with the meanders thereof 5 777 aom 5 v poles,
thence H 83F 307 £ 51 poles, lhcnce H 87* 307 E 24 poles, thence
&8 72 ¥ 95 poles, thence H 80 E 13 peles, Ineuce 5 FA bR % peles,
thence H 65 ¥ 2 poles to the beginning, containing twelve acres,
one rood and fifleen poles, togetaer with all singaler Mills,
11ill heuse, machinery, rater,~ater COUYSE. .ot

One day later, on fugust 31, 1324, Jawes Siubhlefield
entered inte an agrewmnent vith tne new Shenandech Caral Company.
This conirsct providzd for the inprovenent of the rater channel
or canal that passed on the inner or rerth side of the island
and also oranted Stubblefield the right toerect o dam across the

Shenandoah River. The document reacs:

4. Dood Rock Ho., 13, pp. 28-29, Decd of 3. &. 8. August 30, 1824.
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"hrticles of Agreerent entered inte this 3lst iy of
avgu=t . 1524, hotveen Chi!_rlcri fiv Bluart and We. Dell, sgonls
for the new Shconandoch {Egnai} Govonny, duly avillerised ang
ernowered by order of Liw Presidert ound Directors of tive caid
Caspuny, entered vpon their minutes on the 27th Instant, a
copy of vhich is hereto emwsncd, of the one part, and Jones
Sltubkleficld, of the County of Jefferson, and foum of Herpers
Ferry, of the other part...Witnossth: {hat the rarty of the
Tirst part deth usgree and convonant om the nart of the gaid
conpany, Lo give and deth herchy give to the barty of the second
part, the privilege of erocting 4a_gern, across the clhunnel at
any point peles the lover locks {~Dich vere located en Halles
Rifle Faotory Islund), on the Siznendoszh River, rear o Herpers
Ferry, which he nay cheose, so cs to turn all the rater vhich
new or at any tine may Floe through the said channel inte a canal
new anads and partly yet to be made, throwgh his island rest
belov tihwe said lecks and on vhich his grist mills end vdifices
now stand, tegether vith ihe Privilege of using all the vater
B¢ turned unto his canal, :hich may not be al any ang l] ~arb
times nececssary for the free, easy end safe navigaiiou of t{he
said canal, by the posts ascending and gqescending the Shenondoah
River toany point.,.Theyv, the party ef first part, farther agroe
ard bind therselves, in behalf of the saidl Prosident angd Director
anc thelr successor, *o pay to the said rparty of the secondg
pert, seveon huncred and fifty dollars toards rakicg the said
improvement +ith & lock annexed, out of the Procucds of tells
collecied on the vprards and dotnvards trovsporiation of con-
modities to end fro. the public -orks or factoritics fgig}
belonging te the United States, on the said Shenandoan River,
at and near the aforesaid Locks, Tfogether vith Interest at the
rate of six per cent per aman till paid. It is also farther
agreed oh the port of the first merty that the mcid sccerd party
may enter and nake any dan, ‘n the mailf channel of saic river,
vhich he may dser. necessary Yo increase the guantity of wvater
in the said canal ibrough hisislund aforcsaid,

How for and in corsiderstion of the premises aforesaid
the said party of the second FPert, on his part agrees and binds
himself, his heirs, executors, adrinistrators and assigns to
make the dum first afcresaid, in substantial and pen.anent
style, at such a distance fror 4he lover lock aforesaid, as to
ferm a conveniernt Lasin, inthich the bouats and other craft nay
turn inte and out of the lock zforesaid and into and out of
the eanal through his Island aforesaid thet he 1111 nake and
keep @ good and sufficient canal for the pessage of such boats
and creft as do and way navigate the Sherandoail and Polamc
rivers, from the said dom through znd to the lowor erlirenity of
s3id Island Thet at the lover extremiiy aferesaid, he will
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construet o durable and sufiicient loek to let the boats and
craft eforcsaid pass vy and cdovn inte and froe the deoep woler
in Lhe Charnel of the said Shonandesh river, and thet the soid
eainal and loclk siall me free for ihe passage of every specios

of craft w1ofls, ete as intondrd by toe chariter of the said
company — ond the said leck being finisbhod and received by fne
President onda Directors of {hoe said company, as ceralle ond
sufficioent, shall bz falen ang considered as the properiy of the
saic cﬁgpany.”b

Cn Docaber 28, 1824 the island of Virgirius was
dividod by Jourmes Stublleficld irte four tracis and sold by
him to four prersens for a grand total of 328,500, By the lirst
deed, Stubbleficld sold te Fonboine Beckhan: for 510,500 {he
upper or western end of the island that vas locoted rmostly on
the cuter or South side of the mill roaece, This property e
shall call Tract lo. 2 (these lois have Leen generally narked
on the 1834 maps that appear in the next chapter). The doed
for Traet No. 2 reads in part:

#. . nesyr Herpers Ferry, being part of an islsnd lying
ih the Shenardesl River near its junction wdith the Potonccel,
being the sare Islard which was conveyed to the sala Joves
Stubnleficld by & cortain John Pescher ond vife,..ths said
picce.. 0f said i1slend is bounded as follous, ifo wit:
Begirning «t o stale in the centre of the Street, corner to
Wermeag (Irict Ko. 4), thence yoversing his couwrse § 77 £ 2
poles and 174 links, ibence leaving said street L, 13 E 10
poles and B3 lirks te & branch of Shenonaceh River, tacnec up
the same & 81 W 1) pol.s and 21 links, creossing lhe mill rail
race to an eln, thence I 787 30% uptil it interscels a line
drawvn i1 14F 157 3 from the Iron stake at the north end of the
Mill daw, and thence with said line reversed teo said Iren siike
at the liorth BEnd of said 1.all, thence vp the MNill Meee 3 727
307 17 12 poles and 94 livks, thence 5 64 W_18 poles, theace
N §6* 507 W 3 poles to the eil Kill race {of wrict fo. 1)
thence crossing the same & 78 W 2C peles and 19 links to the
uppelr okd of the stone wall at the head gate af the garnal,
theonee 8 627 307 W 4 poles and 24 links teo two Jfshes, thenee

5, Articles of Agreement, August 31, 1824, Doed Book 13,
DR £09-260,
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8 8 45" W crossing the 1ill Fuce, 4 poles and 7 links to an
ash, tnoree 3 77F 507 2 dovw bhe liVFI vith the Mearders and
sitone wall F¥F 3p¥ F 10 poles ang 16 llnL thonee 0 &Y r 30

E 20U polus, thence § 617 L_ 24 pules, O BB E O 6410 poles to
Eaid Woxitoagfs {JrLrL hoo 4) cornor, 1hnLcL reversing his line
L 124 Su¥ £ 16 poles and 14' links to the beginning containing
(Blank} poles of land.,.”S

gy the second deed, alve dated Deconber 28, 1524,
Sivbblelicld sold te Townsend Beokham for 37,500 the Lpper
or uwesltern end of the island of Virginius that waes located
irvard or nerth ef the mill race) tids picce we shall ecall
Tract Bo. 1. The deed for Trect He, 1 reads in pari:

faaaroar Harpers Ferry, being a2 part of arn island
lying in the Sasnardoah River, near iis Juncition v:ith ihe
Potance, ksing the sawe islard +hiich +as conveved to the said
Jimes Stubhlefield by a certaisn John Peacher and +rife by deet...
the said piecve or portion of said island is bouncsd as Followsn,
te vit: Beginning at an iren staie &t the Korth end of the -
12811 of the 12i1)] dan. corner to Teonteine Deckhim’s Lot Yrict 2)
thenee roaning up the 1:ill race with said ¥, Berckham’s iine to fvo
fshes near the head of said raee, thence dein the noris side of
the izlasd 5-ith the sesneers of the river until it irntoresecis
Fortein Secthamts line, {Pruct 4} thence with said F. Beckhos’s
line to the Begirning, cantairlhg t.o acros of land, ko the sane
mere of losh. s

By tue third deed, Stubblefizld sold te Ed.ard Vegor

for §3,000 a part of the island vhich was loceled beloy or east

(R
of Fonteine Beckhamfs, Traet o, 2 and inner side of the island,

Wager’s Lot ve shall call Tract he., 3. this deed reads irn part:

#epenear Herpers Ferry, being a part of an Island
lying in ike Shenandoah, near it jusction vith the Potonac,
being the saie Island vhich vas conveyed to the szid Juaees
Siubbleficld by a certain John Peacher ord wife...ihe said oiece
or portion of said Islund is bounded aa follous:, Beginning

6. Doeed of B, & 3. Decenber 28, 1824, Decd Bock 13, pp. 330-331,

Alse Doed of Trusi, Deceumber 28, 1824, Dood Book 13, pp. 332-333,

7+ Deed of B. & 3. Decewber 28, 1824, Doed Book 13, pp. 344-345,

Also Decd of Trust, December 28, 1824, Doed Dook 13, pp. 345-347,
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on the south side of & branch of the uxurhnuouh River, thence
L1 W with the line of Fo Beckhor’s Lot {fr:C= He. ?} 10 841C
polos to a stale in the midg le of the street, tHQuCU 1th i
lire of Luvis Wornwau's {Troot ao. 4} Lot roversad 5 2114
poles to o Stale, thence I 114 E 18 T6f10 poles to the foresaid
Broreh of ihe Shenendoah River thoenee up, by and wwiih the
moaraers of the same o the Beginning, centaining 123 aguare
poles of lind, . .#P

Dy the fourth and lest deed, also dated Decembe{?rlﬂzé,
Sirubblefield sold Lo the Lewvis Wernwasg for 48,000 the ranainder
{the lover or cast end] of the island of ¥irginius. The deeog
for this Lot, :hich we shall call Troct No. 4, reads in part:

#__.a piece of land situave l}i.g gnd heing on the
Shepandozh Island near JGarpers Ferry,..beginning at @ stake in
the middle of the street and yunring thence 5 15 4 10 poles
andg 22 1ﬁnls to the mou'h side of a stone vall thence dovn the
sane S 39 T poles and & links, thence vith tho resndsrings
of the river S 62F 209 E & poler and 12: lirks, thence S 83
E 5 poles, Lhence I &7% 457 Z 20 poles and 22@ lirks Lo threo
aches on the casi end of the Islind, thenceo cressing the streak
until it intersccts with the lire of ithe United States thenoe
up the river with the United States Line io o4 sycamorn, Thengo
crossing the strean. to e puint on & rocl at the icicrs cdge to
E. Wrgers lor, Lnrnct H- 3] thernce wiih said Yogorfs line
to a stake in the midale of the stroet, & corney to saild eger g
lot, and thence up the midgle of the streci to the beginnirg,
containing throc &ocres. .

Prom the prices paid for the island, =1,0CC in 1817
435,000 in August 1822 and 498 560 in Decowmber 1824, as well
ag Ercr the mention in the four 1824 d=eds of bridgss, darz,
stone walls, streets, mill ruccs and wills, it is evigunt thal
considerable physical irprovenent and developrernt of Virginive
st have occurred betiveen 161Y and 1824, snd particularly in
1824, iovever, in light of the financial difficulties that ..ere
8. Deed of é. fi. B. Decomber ﬁ; 1824, Doed Dool 13, pR. 520229,

4, Doed of B. d. 8, Docombor EEL 1624, Deed Dook 14, pp. 41-42,
Alsc Doed of Trust, Decashber 2%, 1824, Decd Dook 13, plo. 334-33E.
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Lo harass the ovners of Uracts Hoe 1, 2 and 4 for the wext

truenty yvoors, particuilariy in artupting to gmeot Lhe porincipgl
apd intorest dee op the original rurchase woney for theso 1024
deedn, it vonld appear that the bovers in 1284 wero ovorly
artindstic chout {he fnmediale--industrial poltentidls of island
and that, in any case, the fncrease in wvalue of the proverty

in one vear from $15,000 Lof22,f00 wwmiz much loo great. Thus

ir 1824 Virginius was launched on its industrial carcocr, nei

only with 4 great deal of vater around ithe islard but alse in
f*he highly inflated walue of the land. This tendsnoy fo over—

estimate and inflate the value of Lthe propsrties vas ito continue

for 30 yewrs, until 1854, -hen the vhele stach of cards cuwte

doin with a crash, and the warer was rutidesszly sgucczed cut

and thc property values were ploced on a wore realistic basis, .
Leturning to 828, hovever, tnat year the inhabitants

of the Island of Virgicius, at Horpors Forry, petitioncd the

AN TR TS T 5 W

Generc) fsgorbly of Virgin.oa that their seltlesent e epiablished
gz the towm of "Virginius®™. The oot doipng so was passed Jesnuary
B, 1827, and appointed as the first trustees were Leowis Wernueg,

Fontaine Deckham, Townsend Beckham, John 8. Gallagher, cditor

of the Virginia Free Press, and John G. Unseld.lD

10. Jefferson County, Poelitions, Docaiber 11, 1826, lo. EB62L;
Yirginia General Assonbly, dcts, M82E-18LY Sessicrn,
pp. 1C2,110, cited in Bushong, iidllard Kessler, A& jlistery
of Jefferson Ceounty West Viraginia, Jefferson Publignicg
Corpany, Charles Lown, Wesi Virginie, 1§41, p. 8%,
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The censug for 1830 lisls the pepulation of e foum

of Virginius separately froo ihat of ilinrers Ferry, and indicaloes

that the Ltobal pepulation of tite Tslond was fhen 89 Poracas,
Lith G heads of fwailies being listed. The shiite Ropulation

toteled 7C people of vhem 43 tvere nale and 27 forale, The

free negro population corsisted of one Femaleand +the slaves

' 11
mumbered 18, of whom 7 vere male ang 11 female.

1l. Matienal Archives R. G, 29. Records of the Rurooy of the
Census, Populeztion Scheodules of the Fifth Coasus of lhe
United States 1834, Virginia Vol. 24, biecrofilm recl #lo
v. 1, ppa. 33-36.
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CHAPTER J13

TSLanD O7 VISEIVIVE, jean o 1334 !
- e .

First !Lps Sheving Phrsticd 1 D velosmead

ip this chapicr e shall Firet examine indsvideally

ihe four tracls into Chichthe lslind ef Virginive had lxeen

dividod im 1624, vkillining lands records and khe ovidenoce

found in tiwe carly neuspablolt. He snall then bring all of ¥his

so it in a study of the 15538~1834 mzps OF

data together and U

a

Herpers Ferrve.

Troct Ly Tovmsznd Tieckhem?s T cawery Lot, 18301834

in Koy 1832 Tovnsend feclkhon, the owner of this

proper iy, diad in his S20LL yeax.l I July 18332, John Friame,

aelminiskrator ef Bockhar:fs estate, arncunced that a sale of

Beckhamfs persenal property and @ long list of tanned and

parily tanned leather goods vould ke offered ot public auetion

on the lsland of Yirginius on Logqust 9th of tnat year. e also

aclverticed:

Led

#FOR RELT, A VAILABLE TANILRY, OYL ¥ILL & TVELLILG KA

i half-sile of Potauic nLear

fn Shesandoean River, withi
e yard a Berk I+1l +hicn

Merpeors ForIva Theye 1= attoched to t
goes by vatarees”

In Wovember 1833 and in 1534 this properly 4GS then

offerad for sale by Frane, vho described the island tract as follows:

1, Virginic Free Praoss, May 24, 1832, p. 3

. Ibid. July 19, 1832, p. 2
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A VALUARLE TRITERY 0o

AR R AT R R W

e vory valuable ond eligible rosl properiy be-
longing to the esltete of Tovnscud Jucklan, decc., sitvated
on the wpper part of the Islend of VWirginius, at lsrpers Ferry,
is nov on the marbol et priveite sale.

The prosisces consis? of a TAMPUC ESTABLIGHHEET, -ith
vater 1orks to grind bark, & large nher of vets, Lhops, Bark
iipuses, and overy othoer appurtenance to carry on ihe lusiness
oo & rosi exlensive scale.

AN EXCZLLZNT OIL ITLL
TWo CLILIODLCLSE
MWELLTIG HEUSLS

The vards and gardens of one of them hignly Inproved.c.
= )
together with several out-buildings of different kinds.

i furiher descripiion of said properiy is doesmed
inexpedient, as the purchascr 111l of course view it for himself.
It is wonfidently believed, noivever, that the waricts unusual
advanltages arising fram .ts procinity o the to greaterks
of intornal inproveient {C. & . Camal cnd Boltimore & Ghie
Reil ho4r} the ebu-dant supply of country hides froo the Harpers-
Ferry rJrPeL, the vater pover, &0, conbing o rendor it the nost
vligible propersy of the kind, for a persen or campany with
good capital, to be found in the county.

Me properly, boing unsuited to the oceepoticn and
nanagenent of a widov and young children, ~ill be disposed of
on very reasonable terms, Loth as to priee and extenszich of
credits.

For further particulars, awply either to Jonn Frage,
al Horpers-Ferry, or to Andrew dunter, in Cherlestoewn, Voo

Truct lo. 1 thus contained in the 1830-183+4 peried,
a Tannery, Gil 391}, with related out-buildings, and tvo deelling
houses. The property vas offered for sale in Koverbor 1833, kut
as we shall see in the following chapter, it wams not seld until
1838,

3. Virginia Freoe pross, Lovenber 7, 1233, 1. 3, ¢ 2; also

Jonuory 2. 1832 p. 1.
4, Ihid,, Jareary 20, 1830, p.d.
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PRACT T, % Feuntajve Sccihonfs #Toland Hills® Yot 1R50-31s

In Jemuary 18230 Feuntaine Beckhas, the owner of Trect
lia. ?jadvcrtiSQd:
FUR WERT
e pecellent and cocodious Jousey In the towm of

Vircinius, [(the lslond ftear Hernors-Forry. One of thes:, noev
oroupicd By FMr, Lowis lerpvag, contains & or 8 excellont rodas,

cellar Eitehen, end gerret. Thero is also a good gerdun attached.

e other, suveunied by Mr. J. P. Bhonron, contalns 4 good Yoois,
Litehen and cellar; and hes a large garden. TPossesslon i1l b
given oun lho lst of April nexi...td

On March 2%, 1830 Fontoine Beckhan and his i Anh
E., and James Stubblefield sold Lesis Vermseg, the ovie: of

Trict Lios 4, tuo acres fthree Roods and one pole of land frow

L

Tract Wo. 2; this sale uill Dbe discussed in detail vhen Tract

No. 4 is considered later on in thie chaptr:r.5

in July 1620 Fountaine Deczhar ran the felloiirg

advertisement in the nevspaper:

SHOTICE: TEOISLAND MILL, ot Yirginius le«r Harpers
Forry, 15 not undergoing a thoreouagy repalr, ang wili in a few
days be ready for ihe reception of GIadliie s
ke B Thg 7ill beirng situated irmeaiately belov e Shenandoah
Lockse.e®

In 1831 the #Islond Mill*¥ was operated by Daniel
Snyder and Fonteine Bedkham. The rotice of their newly formacd
partnership reads as follows:
*L‘_To FRRCE RS ,:
4. Ibid., Jenvary 20, 1830, p. 3.

5., Deed of B. & 5., lzrch 23, 1830, Doed Dook 16, op. 318-515.
6. WVirginiu Free Press, July 2B, 1830, p. g, C. da
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PLAMEL S1veER, hoving ta¥en an interest nith Fonlalne

Hockham in tae 1slond 1ill, rear lirpers Terry, w111 redvari to
ihe cugplemers of said nill, and to feneers gonerally, thel every .
i

eworsion will be used Yo pranote the intercest of those Glrposed
to do “heoir musiness ab this sall. Thoe unelorsioned Lhope, Trom
a dotenziretien to hiwve nething undehe on their pert, bo roceive
2 reasonchle share of Lue business- The will is in good order,
and ready to receive all ninds of grein, vhich i1l be strictly
atlandod te by mr. Stephons, the forwer miller. TFor inhe aivantogs
of enstoeers we vill toke upon ourselves all tae troublo of
delivering thcir flouwr, {subjsct fo their order) in mariol,
effecting siles, ete., 1F they wish it. 1f, on tho coniriry,
they procwre their owm beaiz.en, ve will deliver their Flour at
a4 short notice. And to these who wish to s¢ll thelr Weat, e
only ask o call, believing as we do, that vo can at alliilmes
give as near the fair market price for tnest ¢s anwy othor 1iillors.
1% ie ret necessery for us here le peirt out tie acgvantages
pertaiping in ard to this pili, as fem.ers gunorally consult Cheir
own interesl. We will however, reoark, thel the Fine reoad froo
Charles Tovn to Horpers Ferry{upis uas the harpols Fc£:y=5mithfield
Turnpike Co. Road, “hica had Loen otarted in ISED—{T}_j, PAESING
Gireotly by this mill, is now very nearly capleted, by whicn
many of the farmers, particulsarly those guite near thoreto, will
e enabled for several nonths in ths year to carry frorn 1LO
to 155 busnels of wheat at a single leac-this_te many »ill be &
grest adventage. To the feriers of Loudoun {County, Vi, t e
say, wo vill exchange Floor for Theat at amy tine, and gring
their couniry -ork, as well ags that of our cuslowers, at the
shortcst notice.
Daniel Siydor
Fontaine Beckham.”ﬁ

In September of the sane year, 1831, Vontainge Deckhan
announced:

#_ . The undersiqned inforns the farmersof Jefferson
and Loudeur, thet net having disposed ol any irtorest in his
will al Virginius, near farpers-Ferry, he 11111 continua tue
business, as wsual, on nls owm aceount.  ir. Thosmaes H. Stephons,
a niller of gapaciiy and experience, nas cherge of the rdll,
and will be eble Lo give the utmost satisfacilon. The usual
guantity of Flour vill be given for merchantable Wnest, angd e
inspeeticn tarrented in Baltiiore or the Cities of the District.
In eases wunere cugsicners profer it, the barrels will be given

4. ibkid., August 4, 1830, p. 3
B. Virginio Froe Press, August 18, 1831, p. 3, alse Scplember
l, lbal; Pa 4 oy d.
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Country vork dole b the sioricsl notice;

insiend of the offal.
h given for Whest el s vered

and The highest marhet price 1 €as
in the 1501 1aae

lir. Stepaens, the miller, added io this notive, the
sfatoncnt: #1111 pay the road tell {Eﬁr usae of the new

TurnpjkE} vpon all wagons haunling theat Lo the ahove nazd mill ,»¢

In 1832 Feniaine Deeldwm offered his Tsland Mill

of the

properlty for cile, thus cffording us 4 fipe descriplion
plant wl that date. I Beckhom advertised:

VALLAELE 1TTLL FUR Salk,
AT 1ARPZES ~FERRY.

e of the moest valuable Filling cetahlisuients in
1t is situated ai harpers UeITy

Virginia, Is now for ozlo,
randcah

about one-fourth of & wile above the junctien of the She
ang Potomac Rivers. It is supplied =dth an ineraustiple fund
of vuler from the Shenandoah, and Day be enlargsd to any wntent
vith garead advantogo. The wuilding, & suhstantial one of stonc
ig B0 fosi by 40; it has tio -aler cheels, fopoir of DBurrs,
and roc: for ancther pair. Thers 15 also an excellert oair of
country stones. Fo is now undorgoing repairs, and will be im
complete order inoa far davs.

The zituation of inis establishment is pectiiarly

Tt is in an abundant 1hcat neignboracod, with

it is bele. the

at tite mill

s along the

advarlageol 5.
a turnpike running v ithin 6% vards of 1T,
Sherandgoah lochs, and bosts oal be loadod aliost
winchester and Potonic Fril Bead must pas

=

daor. ‘The
igsland spon
stage and reache
1835 a9 18353-

d the izland of ¥irginius and Harpers Ferry in

The vater pover is not surpasecd by any situation in
the country, ehd a suffic.ency 14y be cbtained for almeost any
eligilxle purpesc.

The advantagomsel This concern, 1411 s canpletely
styile any intelligent chserver, that it is reoedless lo enlarge
uwpor therm. A& nan of enlerprise cannot fail to turn tacs to good

accounl.

9. 1Ibid., September 29, 1831, p. 3, o. B
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Coanected with this property, arc Lour drelling houses
and a4 coDpor shop.

Yoar bermms, £o. dhiiceh vill bo roasenable  apillicadion
may 132 nade Lo (. CGoorgo Hugely, vhe has the will rFontcd, or
1 2 ' ' £y B 1
to the subscriper in Charlosioeni. F. Bechnu:.”lL

Pocklam, hovever, vas net fo sgil this prapariy wniil
iE38.
In 1833 Jour (I, Eing had apparently foried an association
with DBegkhem, for King advertised:
BYE WAKTED

e subseriber wished lo purchose -2 or 300 TLSIELS CF
RYE, for vhich a likeral pries in cagh 1111 be given, if delivered
at Beckheofs 111, Herpers-Feary. dpply at Copt. Hallfe Fifle
Yactery, te JUSH H. BIna,”? -

In 1654 Jacoh Steul rontod Geckhomfs Hill, announcing
op the ocoasicn:

IgLARD =ILL,
REAR HARPLIE-FEREY .

#iizving rerted the ebove mill frow F. Beckham, £og.
for a term of years (io 1836, sec next chaptqiﬁ ang having put
the sanc in cxecllent cendition, tae trndersigned 15 ROV Teady
to recoive

GRAIL,

And to grind im a superlior style, He -=.ill give cne
berrel of Flour for every 300 pounds of sorchantable Whneai,
and 1311 stand the inspection in ary markel te shich ii may be
sent, From his expericnce as a wniiler {sic]) and the excellent
order of ithe mill at preseni, ne frels groat confiderce in being
able to produce first-rate Flour.

He 1111 buy Wncat for cash, at lhe market price; ard
those wio wish to get rid of the trovble of gending their Flon
to mariet, can ko seconodeted by him at the lovest possible rate.

10. Virainia ¥res Press, Aumust 16, 1832, »e 2.

4]
11. 1b:G., iarcn 14, 1833, po .
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The acventage of this will consicis in its beiny of
the point wbere Coral revigation conmengod, Gnd therefore Jockage
belore 34 reaches that pornt iz saved.

The subseriborfs brand has alvave sixtained Hie highest
Erice in the rmarkel, S ecan be establigies v reference Lo loatmen

on the river, or tothe flour dealers beles,

During the Plester season, he vill gliave be Yoigy
to grind that article, ard +i1) gurerally heep o #upbly on hand

for the accommodation of ivis customrers, JADOR Sranz,o L
Iract Io, 2, then, in 1034, contained Fomtaise Deckhen’s
sitone merchant Tlour mill, a building 60 by 40 feet in sive;
four dvelling houscs; and a coopars shop. This last building
nay have been rented in 1834 by Siduey A. Pilcher. [ire Filcher,
in any event, advertised in that year:
COCPERS WLIAED.

#The subscriber wishes to eplor four JoLrneymen
Coopers, of sfeady ené industrions helits, to shom 12 couts
per barrel froam the smeotih and 17 from the rougn w:ill be givit,
Woges 111l bo plécﬁ evoery S:tturdsy nigat. Virginius, near

Hurpers-Foerry.”

TRACT LC. 3, Edrard Wager's Frooarty, 1830-1£34:

Edvard Vager, the o ner of this tract, died in 1837 or
1833, for in August 185853 ve fFind the folloving noiice appoaring
in the nevepaper:

YALUADLE HAVPEIRS FLRRY REAL 4STATE
FOI Balk.

By wvirtere of Court, Sprirg of 1833, oifer at
private salc the valuable ielling houses and lots of ke heirs
of Dabard Wogoer situated on the isl.nd in tne Shorandosh, edjocent
to llarpers Ferry.

=

12, Virqginii Free Press, July 1C, 1834, p. 3, Cu ba
13. Ibid., Soolomper 25, 1634, p. 3, c. 5
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The property consicrs of fro cuoforiable store siooccond

Drellings-one of Lhow larage tasilsh o geesuenda e tto Feriliosg-
vith gurdens atfachod, of roeerlable fertility, afferding, also
Tront wnorah for Lro odher adildings. The nrice is e, i,
ARTUEW UUETER, Specicl Commp.ol4

hveordizgly, on Septocber 28, 1633, Androv Hurler,
dpecial Conissioicy of the Lourt, erd ilannah Woger, tho widow
of Eduara Woger, scld to John 3. Gilcdea for wi, GO0 the felloving
Lroperly:

“erad lot of land situated on the Island in Shenancoah
river near ite juneciion with the Ffoetomee, known by the nowuie of
Virgirius, containing by measuronest 123 sguire peles containing
alse upon it ¢ sions stuccood cvelling bovses, obe of {hen nov
cooipled by said Joln 3. Gildes the other by & certair Joho 11,
Worley, and bourded as follovs to vii - boeginnirg on iho south
side ol & brarch of ihe said river, & corner .o ¥, Jockhar,
{Irect Foo 2) thenee 8 13 W uith the line of said Recider.
10 8/ peles o a stake in the middie of the strost or read,
inence with a lire of Leiis Werrsog (nos Vs g and Foith)
(Lract No. 4.) § Y7 £ 127 poles te o stake, thence N 114 &
16 8/10 polcs to the aforesaldd branon of the said river, fthonee
up, and vith the neardorings of fhe siat.e Lo tie: boeginn. wg-being
the soic tract of land Lhot - as cenvered o the zald Edara
Wager in his life ti.e, from Jenes Stubbleficld wy doed bearing
the daie of __ Decembor 1824.,.715

Glloez retained title to this proserty until iy 1e3s, B

Tract Ke. 3 in 1834 therofore contained two sionc
stuceoed dielling houses, one ocoupied by John B. ©ildea and the

ether roented Ly Jow . Yorley.,

w
TRAECT WNO. 4, LTS HEREﬁF’S Cewes HLLEL BT, 15530-1534:
In Febrvery 18630 Cherles H. Hills advortised:

TURELNG,
IH WoOD, IRGH, DBHASS, &C.

14. Tbiad, fugust 22, 1533, w. 4.

1oe Doecd of B. . 8. Suphenber 25, 1833, Deed Book 1%, np. 97--58:
also Deed of Trusi, Scpicclhar 28, 1833, Doed Book 16, pp. 1022]

16. Deed of By & S, Hay 13, LB35, Dued Bock 2U, pp. 336-339.

- 25 -
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e angersigned is oo prepared, abt Mre Worn.iofs
saw will, adjoining rpers-Torry, to cieoite all binds of
TURETIRG, in sood, lron, brass, $€. ile will alge mebe o ropailr
any kind of lochirery wnilch may be sarted, siriccly ceccording
to direotien, torsing lothes, fo. doe o 0ill e thoukivl for
any ordors i ais line of usiness, ard hopes to render nirsclf
ugeful 1o the pulxlic in that tay,”l?

Cn Yaren 2%, 1830 lLewiz Vermwoeg ourachasced Fros Ponic. no
and Ann Re Poekhon and Jemes Siulbleficid the follewing poriicn
af Tract Ho. 2 on the iglond of Virginius:

i cerlain szall tract of luand...being port of an
lsland in the Shenandosh river nearest tothe nonth of szid river
ang knoin by the nerme of Virginins Bounded as folic.s {to wiv
Beginning at figure 1 of the dnnerced figure (see tracing of plat
on next page of this reportl) a ceaur siake in the norih cduge
of L. Vermagfs Sow 21l Do, theree H 734 L 4.4 poles Lo fig 2
a stake in saigd Bookhons 10111 denn theeed up the sane 5 OB W 1305
poles to fig. 3 4 swall eodey at the soulh edge of saicoan Theree
containing {5%5} tp the dam 5 8% W 23.6 poles Tig 4 ive saplings
sRroaiing ot of pie stunp Theveo 3 62 VW 12.% poles fo fig o
the south post of the guard gate at the head of the island,

. Lhonoe S 45 17 7 poles Lo iig b to ask seplings thenoe 78
E Il peles fo fig % a »ile of stcaes at the south edge of the
island, Thesceo contitsing devn the river waih its necdnerings
H &2 E 26 noles to fig & the uppersrd of the race wll at the
edge of the river, thence ith tie sae 5 80 3f4 L 24 poles
b fig 9 therce & 8% F 7.8 poles o said Wernwig corner fig. 10
thenee vith fis lise 85 5% B 7.6 polos to sald Werntag coruer
TFige 10 thevee with his line eressirg the sai nill daa X 125
E 4.7 poles o fig 11 in said line at the norti: edge of the
sav mill dine theree up ithe stone 1all whielh bounds the sam
11 521 3 15%.3 poles to the beginning containing .o geres throe
| Roads and one poles..®

i : Wernvag vas to have all rigint and title to the plece

. thus acouired cxeepih fhat:

L nderns g shall in fo manner or &y POS5ess LUse or onjoy
the vater privilege on that sid: of said tract of Land vhich

i ' binds on ihe head race or dar leoading to the merchent mill now
in possession of gaid Fontaire Deckhoan further tinen he wos

N entitled to use or enjoy before thic execsution of theose present and

17. Virginia Free Preps, Febrrary 17, 1830, p.od.
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it is hereby zgroed...that said Wernwag chall have and enjoy & richt
of way for paswing and repassing all ensztomary vehicles (both for hime
gelve and other whom he oay pormit so to pass asd repass) to sond from
said tract of laond fhreuch and ever the lands of ke said Tonbaine
Reciham on sald Island cecoerding to the shorbest and mest convenient
route from the public street or road on said island to the herehw
conveyed PIOMLE0G e’ 18

In July, 1831, the Wernuvags advertise=ds

FROTICE

Az it iz absolutely necessary to settlo the business of L. Vernwag
and L. Weormwmg & Sons, at Harpers-Ferry, this {s to give notics to all
poersons indebted to the gbove firm to come ferward and close their
accounts by cash or notes, previeus te the 25th inst. Those neglecting
this notice will have their asecounts put inte the hands of officers for
collection,—~Thozse whoe have any claims acainst the above firm, will pleaze
present them to the subseriler for settlowent during that time, at the
office of L. Viernwag & Pong, Virginius, where he will attend to bring ttre
business to a close. . BUCUSTCS T, GZLASERZ, Agent

for L. Hernwag and L, Wernwags & Sons.” 19

In 1831, Lewls Yernwag, <r., was engaged in the conztruction of the
great railrcad bridge over the Mononcacy Giwer, 3% tiles from Frederick, for
the Daltimore and Uhio Railroad.20

In 18286, he had constructed a portiom of the Free Church at Harpers
Ferry and in 1828 also ecrected the Harpers Ferry Methodist Eplseopal
Churely, Mr. Wornwag had also uilt a dam scross the Potomac and performed
work on the Armory Shops for the Government at Harpers Ferry prior to
1331.21 In August of 16832, Lewis Wernwag, Sr., also invented and was
JB. Deecd of I, & 5., Harch 23, 1830, Deed Dok 1F, pp.31B-519.

19, Virginia Free Press, July 7, 1831, p.3.

PRI N
20, Ibid., December 1, 1331,}_‘9.2-3.

21, Omith, Fhilip R., Jr., "Hiztorie Duilding Report, Fart I and II, for
Bldg. FHo. 48-K, 3t. John's Protestant Evoiceopal Church, Tempether with a
Brief History of the Pree Church, 3t. Peter®s Roman Catholic Church, and
the Fethodist Protestant Church of Harpers Ferry,” dated October 23, 1838,
.5, LE.

wifa



constrocting a "Self-Regulating or Self-lDirecting Rall road ear™ with
22
gi%x wheels that was irtended to run arotund ouzvos.

In Pebruary, 1832, it was announced:

HDISE0TETION,

The partmership heretofore existing at Harpers-Ferry, under the names
of 'Wermwag & Jons,’ consisting formerly of Lewis Wermrag, gen., John
Wernwag, Joseph P, Shanncon, Lewis Yermwag, jun. and William Viarnwes, but
more recently of the three first named above, was disselved by mutmal
econsent on the lst day of Jammary last [1832).

All persons indebted te cither of the late fims, are respechfully
and earnesily requested to cowe forward and close their asccounts by pay-
nment or otherwise,

Jozeph P. Shannon is fully authorized to elose the transaction eof
both the late fimms. LEWLZ WaRHNIAG,

JOHN WERIRG,
JOZETH Po SHARDCHES 23

On July 2, 1832, lewis Wernwag angd his wife, Slizabath, =scld one
undivided half-interest in Tract Ho., 4 t¢ Jeseph L. Smith and James
Hook, both of Frederick County, Maryland, for $10,000. The Jeed covering

this transaction reads in part:

‘vasas fenants in Comron one full undivided meiety or helf rart of all
the possession, rights, title er interest of them the said Lowis Yermear
and Elizapeth his wife in and to the island of *Virginina’ heine an island
in the Chenandeah river, and situatod noarest to the confluence of said
river with the Potrmac at Harpars Terry; including more particolarly all
that portien of said Island, purchased by said Louls vernwag frem James
Stubblefield and ¥ary his wife conveyed to the said Lewis Wernwag by
dead., .doted Lay 28, 1824...

rord@nd including also nore particularly all that nertion of said
island which was purchased by “ernway from Fontaine Dockham by deed
dated barch 23, l830...” 24

The public was informed of this event on July 5, 1832, when the new

partrers announdceds

22, Virginia Pree Press, hugust 23, 1832, p.3, c.l; Hoverber 28, 1833,
P.zr Cula

23, Ibid., Pelymuary 16, 183%, p.d.

24, Deed of B. & 3., July 2, 1832, Deod Book 17, pp.424-425.
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"The wndarasigne:s’, having dispesed of half lis intrrest in the wost
valuaule nroparly, THI 540 JILL, @C. on the Island peoar Harpors Ferry,
{called Virgining} to Messrs. Jeseph La SHITH aad TAMUS HOOX, taies
vreat plessure in infenaing the ublie, that the Iwciness in Suture will
be condacted wnder the nase and fimm of

JCSETT Lo SHT7 & o,

The advantages of this association nced enly b2 alluded to: persons
having buzinoess wilh the concern, will find that a new spirit and enter~
prise 1uill e given to fhe eperations of the estabhlishment: and that it
confidently believed, that the wiole commmnd ty will ke materially bene-
fitted by the arrangemsrnt, LIS WonBsbao.” 25 :

Evidence of the “new spirit” of the concern is perhaps to be found
ir their advertiserent that aleo appeared in the nevspapsr that smme dav;
#TINNERE TINDBERL

"Wanlzd, imecdiakely, a large mant ity of the folloving Yooz of
Timber, in Logst
Ty T iYellew and White Pinz,
All kinds of oak,
TPoplar, Bird-eye, Curlesd and sugar vaple.
Wild Chernr, Vialnut, Ash
Fickory and Locust...
Jeantling, &c, ean be furnished to bill, at the shortest notice,
JOSUFH La SMITH & 00 28

On Auguet 28, 1832, Lewis "ernwas put into frust with John Fitz-
siteons, to secure 53,857.71.cued to Josenh L. Russell, ¥all his interest
in the island of Virginius purchased from James Stunblefield, baing one
undivided moiety or half part of said tract..."Z?

In kay, 1833, the following notice apoeared which probably was
related to Wernwag’s machine shops:

ATIMNNG.

The publie are respectfully informed that all ¥inds of TURNIIG, in
Waod, Brass, Iren, and Steel,--also, Turning Lathes, Screw Flates, Stocks,

29, Wirginia Froe Press, July 5, 1832, p.3; October 4 1332, p.3.

28, Tuid,, p.3; Harch 21, 1833, p.d, e.l,

27. Doed of trust, hugust 29, 1832, Deed Book 18, pp.d2-43,

=30=-
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vPaps and Dies, Dench Jerows of wood or irom, Hill Zerows, &e. G, can
bo done in the best nanner, and at the shorfest nobicc at the estahlisn-
went on the lsland of ?irqinius, noar Marpers-Faerry . 28

On July 10, 1833, the firs of Joseph L. Emith & Co. announceds

OISO ION .

The Co-Fartnershin herctolore existing betwecn the suhscribers, in
the Lumber busiress, under the firn of Joseph L. Siith & Co. is this
day dizsolved by wwinal consont. All persons indelbod to the concern,
are reguested to make payment te JAIES HCOL: and thoge having cliaiwms,
to prezent thom Tor payeent. JOSERED Y. 30TH,

JRHES B0,
LEWTE YERICAG &
#PTHELE BED LDER
The subscriber having purchasad the entire interest of Messrs, Lewtt s

errway and James Hook, in the tivber and luziar on hand, anrd rented the

saw-mill, is prepared Lo £111 Bills at a short notice, fur cash or ap—
proved paper, Having on hand a good aunp]y of ceasoned
PLAKE AHD SCANTLING

of various kimnds, invites these wishing a suptly, te call and exanire it.

Cash pald for tlrgcr of the following sorts: Yellow and ¥White Pine,
all kinds of Calk, Poplar, Birds—eye, Curled and Sugar faple, Wild Cherry,
Waltut, Ash, Hickory, and Locust, if delivered ak Ilarpers Forry.

Josepd L, BTN 29
Mseut July 10, 1833, lir. Joseph L. Smith purchased an additional

one-sixth undivided interest from Lewis Wernwar and at the sane Lime
also bought out James Heok's vndivided interest in Traect Fo. 4. By
these transactiens in July, 1833, lir, Suith therefore acquired an
andivided two-thirds interest in Tract Vo. 4. On July 31, 1833, Lewis
Werraag, Szra., and his wife [lizabeth, selcé to John Wernwag, their sen,

for 46,666,606

28, Vircinia Free Press, May 2, 1833, n.3, c.2.

29, Ibid., July 18, 1833, p.3, c.3; Jamary 2, 1834, p.3, c.b.
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Pone andivided third part of all that portieon of the Island of
Virciniug in the Shenandoal, lately held by said Lewls Vernwas,
Joscph L. Smith and Jases Heol as tenanks in comnon-the resaining
twe thirds having labelr been seld and conveyed by the gaid Lewis
Wernwag Lo saild Smith and Hook ly deeds [which were never recorded,
but made in July, 1833-see nexl Chapler]...being the lower part of
sald ITsland ndicining the portions of it Belenging to Fontaine
Beckham angl Bdward Wagers helrs. .. 30

In 1833, Lewis Wernwag, Or., therefore retired frowm the business
and in 1834, Smith held an undivided 2/3d's interest in Tract 4 and

Jehn Werniiag the remaining undivded one third interest in that

properiy.

In fiugust, 1834, John Fitzsizmens, Trustee for the dead of trust
executed by Lewis iWernwag on August 28, 1832, begain to press for
payment of the debt and announced that the sale of Lewis Wermiag’s

interest in Tract Ho. 4 wounld be offered at at public auction on
3
fmagust 30, 1834, The sale, however, was not held at this date and

on Octeber %, 1834, ir. Fitzsimmons again advertised:

MPRITET BALE
Dy virture of deed of trust, executed to the subscribar on the

29th day of August, 1832, and dully recorded...to securs a cortain
debt therein mentioned, originally due from L, YWermwag te Jozeph L.
Russcll, but by subsequent assignment and agrecement botueen Lhe
parties, now duve frem Joseph L. Suith to Daniel Hoffman & Co. of
Baltiriore, I shall proceed to sell, to the highest bidder, for cash,
on Saturday the A8th day of next month, (Tovember) all the IITERELT held
by said Vernwag at said Date, in the Valuable Tsland Properly, near
Harpers-Ferry, cmbracing the Saw 1dill, Dwelling Houzed, and other im-
provements situated thereon, or so mach thereal as may oe neceizalle
Sale to tale place on the premises at 2 ofclock, P. H,

JOIR PITESTLONS, Trostee.” RY

30, Decead of B, & 5., July 31, 1833, Deed Book 19, pp.75-76.

31. Virginia Prec Press, August 7, 1834, p.d, c.2.

32. Ibid., October 9, 1834, p.3, #.2.
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The threctened Hovenbor B, 1834, zale was aoaln postponsd and
portions of Lab ile. 4 wero not sold off uvntil 1835 and 1833, as o
shall scc in the next chapter.

In summery then as regards te Tract ¥o. 4. This lot was enlarged
in 1830 when Lewis Wermeag purchased of Fontaine Seckhian a two acre
strip of Lot jio. 2. Tt Ho. 4, 1n 1834, contained & large saw mill,

a canal, dwelling heuses and machine shop and saith shop. Fre 1830 to
January 1, 1032, this plant was oparated by the firm of Yernwag & Sons,
vhich was composed of Lewis Wermwag, Senieor, John Vernwag, and Joscph
P. Shannen, On July 2, LB3Z, a new partnership vas organized compriscd
of Jogeph L. Smith and Jaues flook and Lewis Yerowag who operaled under
the name of Joseph L. Smith & Co. Smith and $Tool: had purchaszed of
Wernwag an undivided one half interest in Tract Yo. 4. ©Cn July 10,
1833, the firmm of Joseph L. Smith & Co, was dissolved gnd Srith,

buying out jlvck’s interest and acmiring a further cne-sixih undivided
interest From Lewis Wernwag, 5r., continued the business whtil 1835,

On July 21, 1B43, Lowis Wernwag, Sr,, sold his remalning undivided
ene—third interest to his son, John Vermwag, and thus gave »p all
title to Traect No. 4., The other undivided two-thirds interest te

Tract Fo., 4 was held by Joseph L. Zmith in 1834,

ciltinidy, I5LAND OF VIRGIIIUS I 1634

Two maps show the Island of Virginius in considerable detail in
the 1833-1834 pericd. The first of these is entitled “lap © - A Plot

Exhibiting the Likits of the grounds Rermisite for the FPassage of theo

P

e e eyt Soa L O L 2 T, P 8 M ey i 7 s e rr— —— L L o B bbb e s o gy L e

R

.,



Winchester & Polaac l'ail Read throvgh the TIslands adjacont to Harpors
Ferry, Scule 100 feel to inch,” an undated and unsicmed wan. Prom
other evidence, however, it is apparent that Map C was nade by the fAmy
engineers in 1833 and 1234 &8 a preliminary or werking survey for

the next nentloned rmap. ’

The second map iz entitled "larpers Ferry Shewing the Location of
the Winchester and Petemac Railroad, Prawn by Liecut. White, Allen and
R. 3. Smith, U. 8. Amy,wder the direction of James Kearney, Lt. fol,
and T.5., 1835 Map Ko. 2.34 lMap flo. 2 and the enginecrs® report ac—
cmparying this map were submitted to the Sccretary of YWar on Octoher
7. 1834, hence the working Map € and the finished Hap No. 24 iﬁi}th
show conditions prior to Octebor, 1834.35

Buildings on Haps € and #e. 2 have both biren given the some sels
of munbers for the purposes of identifying the structures in comnection
with the narrative swsmary that follews. I have also indicated on both
maps the general location of the property lines of Tracts oo L, 2, 2,

and 4 on the Island of Virginius,

Track No. 1 (see Japs U and 2, dlue Duilding) Cwned by Townsend Becihan

and his estate during this period, 1820-34. 7This was used as a tannsry
end consisted of Dldg. No. 1, an cil mill; Bldg. No. 2 & dwelling house,
33. Hational Archives R. G. 77, Records of the Office of the Chief of
Ingineers, Fortification iiap File. Part of Map. Dr. 150-Cheot 78-4.
34. Natignal Archives R. G, 77, Part of Hap: Dr. 150-Shoat £2-2.

35, Mierefilm Reel #17, Vol. 4, pp.272-273.
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Rldy. Ne. 2, 4, 6 and 7, probably cheps Park houses and.\ivﬁ/;-tts, and
Bldg, Ho, 0, probadly a dielling Liguse.

Tract jin. 2 (od Buildinre} Owned by Fontzine Jeckhan, 1830-34, DBldm.

Ho. B 1as the merchnnt fleur mill Imown au the #Tzland Mi1ls™. This
ctone siructure was 60 by 40 feet is size. There were alsoe four el -
ling houses, probably Bldgs. lo. 9, 10, 11 and 12, and one coopers

T A

sho rohnainiy Bldoe noe 12,
: P z

Tract Jo. 3 {Groen Puildings) Owned by dward Mager in 1830, was sold on

September 26, 1833, to John Gildea. This lot contained fwo stone stnccoed
dwelling heouses, one of which, Dldg. Ho, 15, was large enough for o
families. The smalle: éingle fomily house was Bldg. Koo L.

wract He. 4 (Crange Guildings) Owned by Joseph L. Smith and John Vern-

wag in 1854, Bldg. Bo. 15 was a large saw mill; find bosed on cduparsion
with the 1844 pap) Bldg. He. 17 waz a two story frame dwelling heusec, bricl
filled; Bldg. No. 18 was a Prame dwelling house, brick filled and rouch
cast: Pldg. ilo. 1% was probably a frame dwelling house, one story, brick
£4lled and reugh cast; Bldy, Hdo. 20-a small frame office; Hldg. Yo, 21

a small frame house; Bldgs. Ho. 22 and 23 two Smiths Shops; lo. 24, @
machine shop: Bldg, lio. 25 probably a double frame dwelling houser

Bidg, Ho. 26 probably 2 story brick dwelling house; Bldg. Ho. 27 probanly
a single brick dwelling house; BDldg. lio. 28 probanly a dounle brick duelline
house; Bldg. Ho. 29 prebally small oriek dwelling house. Bldg. le. 30—
uge unkpown, but perhaps a brick dwelling house; Uldg. Ne. 31 use unanoun,
but prolably a frame dwelling house; ildg., . 32 a small frame n:hﬂa_llinr;
jlouse, lio. 33 use unlnowm but probably a small frame dwelling housec.

Total: 35 uildings on the istawd in 1834,

iy A
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In Octeber of 1834 tha wditor of the Yircinia Pree Pross

eanmented on tha Island of Virginivs as follows:

R

"It has longy heen a matter of surprise to us, that the auventaces of
the Tsland of Virgirivs, near Uarpers-Ferry, for manmfactorias, of 21]
kinds, have hoen so long neslectod by men of enboarprize. it is decidely
one of the best situations in the United States For both sotion and
woollen factories; the water-nower is unsurpassed; amd the facilities
for getting supplies of raw material, and for transferring the manmi-
factured articles to warkel, are as great as ecoutd vossiizly be desirod.-—
Elready the Island has upon it a valuable marchant mill, 2n extenzive
saw-mill, & superior tannery, and a large beilding which could bo rexlily
converted into a factory, besides situations Tor marny others, where water
could be obtained in the greated abundaneca,

“Hands could ba erployed at the place very advantegeously, without
incurring the expense of erecling buildings for their Tesidences., The
families of wany of the worlmen in the Axymery might find wseful and
constant emplovment in such Facteries, which would yield thett a support
independent of the exertions of their parents.—f great portion of the
idleness and consequent laxity of morals whieh now next, anone
children vnomployed, might be obviated, and the most benefieial resnits
be proauced to the community. Copitalists will fird the subject
worthy of their attentlon; and we czlculate with conyidence, that men
in the larae cliies, who know their interests, will not long remain
indifferent to such alluring prospecks.” 36

POITURIICET FOR PRCIORTENS,

36. ¥Yirginia Free Press, Octeher 9, 1834, p,3, c.2.
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CHAlTER TV

TS TOLAYD OF VIRGINTUS, 1835 - 1844: COETEG GF AT RATLWOAR R

I 1ENAIES

The paricd 1835 1o 1844 witnessed the construckion of the Win-
chiester & Potomas 2uilread, the development of new indusntyiles, changes
in oewnership, and further svbdivision of the four older trvacks on the
Island of Virginius., In this chopter we shall censgider ithese chanses
in detail in relation to each tract into which the Island was then
divided and shall then conclude the chapter by bringirg all this deta
to bear in a study of James M, Browm?s detailed Map of the Tsland of
Virginivs, which was male in April, 1844,

Before proceeding to the study of the individual lsland tracts,
wa herc progent the population schedules of the Island of Virainiasz
in 4G —~twie-baing the last-rvensus in which- the Town of Virginiuz i
1840, this being the last eonsus in which tho Towm of Virginiuws was
listed separately from that of Harpers Ferry. The total population
of the Island in 1840 was 113 porsons, with 16 hkeads of families
bDeing listed, as conpared to 89 people with 14 heads of families in
1830, The vhite population in 1840 totalcd 108 peonle, of whom GE
were white mnles and 42 white females. The free nedro population
numbered three persons; one male and two femalei. The slaves living

on the izland numbered twoe neqgro mnales in 1840,

TRACT 1RO. 1, TOE TANGY 10T, 1835-1344

Tract Ho. 1 in 1835 was ownced by the estate of Yownsend Jeakliam,

1. Matiemal Archiwes @, G. 29, Pecords of the Dureau of the Census,
Topulation Schedules of the Sixth Census of the lnited Staten, 1820.
Yirginia, Velune 7, pp.248-249, on HMierofilm 2ecl 10, V.1, m.eB=71.
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deceaned, and in Fovenber of that year was leased to lhgh Gillenee,
- 5
who at onee procoeded to develop a now indusicy on tie Island. On

Hovember 12, 1835, Lr, €¢illeees announced:

TR TOUITRIY
TIARDE RS-F R, VA,

HThe subzeribers hldh to inform tho plzlie wenerally that theoir
Iron Fourdry, on the island at larpers—Ferrs, will be in eperation
the Z0th of thls monti, and will cast hﬂﬂﬂl“bry of every deseripiion,
such as

llachine Castings, Hill Searirng,
And Brandine Ironz. o

They will alse keen on hand Mouldhoards of MeCormick’s patterns,

from low G te Ye. 12, richt and left harnded, Also,
The Loudoun “ouldbmards, right and Inf+t,

They have alss on hand, Vazen Doxes of all siges, and Andirons of
various patterns, i

They have anct will keep constantly a first rate Pattern Maler. o
that they will b: able To make patterns, of every description, al the
shortest netice. A1l ordars thanitiully received and promptly ahten’ad

MIzE GILLERZCE & 0.
B.B. 012 Tron taken in excrange for any of the above naned Castings.”
In April, 1836, the Cwopary agdin advertised;

Maestheir FoLndrv is now in active operation, and +hat thoy are

prepared to axecute every variciy of

CAITINGS., .
They have or hand several of the most approvad Threshing Fachine
Patterns, one of which isz Bichardsenfe Mammotbh viachine, on an irproved
plan, warranted superior te any heretafore in use; and alae, amonT a
variety of other vatteorns, the MeComuich Monldboards, of all numhars,
right and left, do. Louaaun de; Hillside llough, riqnt and left, cast
tocether., Also, Plaster- ireakers, Corn-t h=llers, Apple~iuts, Wazon
and Dearborn Boxes of all sizes. ile have also a 11rst_rate Pattern
Haker ard a Turning-Lather, Cudgeon I Patterns, of all sizes, an hand,

The Baltimore and Ohlo Rail-Zoad, the Ches apﬂakﬂ and Chieo Canzl, and
the Rail-Road to Winchester, all afiord great facilities for forwarding
any articles in emr line to those whe may Faver us with ealls through
eithar of these channelsz,.." 4

2, For proof that Gilleece leased the Tannery Let, see Vircinia Fres
Press, February 1, 1838, p.2, €.6. Deed of I, & S., Decembeor 8, 1838,
Dead 300r 23, rp. 3?6-3??, all of which will be quoted later in thfs
Chapter.

3. ¥ircinia Pree Press, MNovember 12, 1835, r.3, c.d.

4. Virginia Free Press, April 14, 1836, p.3, c.2.
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Meamshile the ownerom of the tract, wvho had listed the proverty
fer sele in 1833 and 1834, yenewed their efforts 4o dispoze of Trach
Feu 1 in 1836, In Harch, 1536, the follewiag notice, therefore, an-
peared in the newspaper:

IO GRDPITALISTS,
DL BPLEMLD TARREE, &C
N HARPCIS-FIDr ¢ Vit
FOpr 341K, .

The very valuable and eligible real property, boloncing to the
estate of Townsend Beckham, deceased, situate on the Island of Vir~
ginius, at Harpers-ferry, is now in the marlet at private salo. To
those accuaintsd with the premises a detailed description would be
altegether unnecessary.—-25 The rroperty, however, is well worthy the
attention of distant capitalists, desirous of making a profitanle ip-
vestrient in sueh property, their attention iz resvectfully called tao
the follewing facts, combining to rencer the extabl islwmient here of-
fered unusually eligibleo.

It consists of an extense TAMNERY A FACHIVERY, supplied with
sbundant vater to grind bark, a Jxoge mmbher of Yatz, with amwle room
for almost any additional nuiber, many of them under roof, Shops,

Bark Houses, and, in a word, every other appurtenmance regquired to
carry eor. the pusiness on the most extensive seale. Tt is sitvated
nearly at the mouth of the Sherandoah river, by which it connects with
the Chesapealie and Qhie Canal, distant enly a few hundred vards, The
Winchester and I'otomac Rail Kozt, connecting at darpers-Feryy with the
Baltimore and Ohie Gail “oad, and now finished, passcd within o few
rods, The transportation coneriently to and fram Baltimare, and the
District of Coluubia, iz redueed to the low rate of about 25 eonts ner
hundred, Tt bkeing the only Tanning establisiment ab the plage, or for
rny miles arcurd, the abundant supply of slaughtered hides afferded by
Harpers-Ferry, and the vicinity, amounting to 1000 or uptrards anmally,
ls entirely open, with bot little cempetition; the price has herotofore
been and =till contirmes at 5 cents per lb. The samo causes, tosether
with the large cquantity redquired iy the U, O, Arnery, afford as ample
and advantageous market for the sale of the tanned leather,

An extensive range of mountains in the vicinity afferds alse an a-
bundant supply of execellent bark; the price has heen abount 5 Per cord
for chesnut oak, the kind principally f{urniched, and 53 per cord for
black cak, Attached to the Property are twe commecSious Ul ing Houses,
the yards and garden of cne of tham kighly inproved, with all NeCRESATY

cut-buildings, an lee House, Slaughter llouse, with several other lniildings

of different kinds,

Also, an excellent OIL MILL, supplied by an abundant water pover,
which, in consequence of the searcity of flaxseed, has not, for mevaral
years, boen in operation. The machimxy and fixtures, however, ecan
eas5ily be adapted to other purpoges requiring water powsr...

-4
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"Thiz property being left in tho eccupancy, and under the manzgoment
of a widew and youny children, it 1will be dicposed of on very roesonable
terms, beth as to price and extension of credits,

For further infermation apply cither to JMIS 12, BAYLESS, tanner and
currier, Lo. 1, Cheapside, Uzltimore; JIO, PARMZ, at Harpers-Terry: or
ANDRER! PUIHER, Esqg. at Charlestown, Va.” o

The proporty, however, was not disposod of in 1836, for in Tebruoary,
I
1838, Special Commissioncer Androw Hunter again advertiscd:

FPLSLIC SALD

0Of VALUAGRLE TAN ¥AND
PROPLEY, &C.

AT HMJ-".JPEJZ]R;EY .

Iy virtere of two decrees rendered in the Circuit Superior Comrt
of Law and Chancery for the county of Jefferson——ore on the 4th day of
April, 1834, in the case of FKunter, cuardian, the children ard heirs of
Pownsend BEChhdﬁ, doofde-the other cn the 2d day of Decenioer, 1837, in
the case of ‘L, Mayweg, sald heirs and other, I shall proceed to uell
to the highest bidder, at public auction, on Saturday the 51st day of
¥arch next, the whole of that wvalvable Meal Property situated on the
Istand of "-Tlmmlus near llarpers-Ferry, lately the preperty of Towm-
send Becidhan, dcccased concisting of a largs and mest advantaceously

situated TdT — YAED,
with a NILL heretofore used as an DIL MILL, hbut at present as a POUIDEY.
Several Swellings, Bark lisuses, and other improvements comnlete, for

carrving on the Tanning business on a large seale—the E.'l"lnl’.llnﬁ' of J?raru
being done by water power... _

The terms of the sale will e, 32100 to e paid in six months—_2100
in 12 monthks, arnd the residwe in one, twe, three and four vaars thoere-
after, without interest. The purchaser giving bond With a desd of trust
on the premizes, to secure the purchase izoney.

The sale, which will be without reserve, will take nlaecs before the
door of 11tzs*nﬂon"’s iistel (The old Marpers Terry listel that was lecatoed
on Wager Lot Mo, 13], jerpers-Ferry, on the day above mentioned, to come
mences at 1l ofclock, Al LM &

. 7
The sale, however, was positponed to Oeclober 10, 183€,

Cn Decorbrer 8, 1838, Andrew Iunter, Special Commissioner and

Elizabeth Baeckham, the widow of Tewnsand Beckham, sold to ilugh Gillcece

%« Wirginia Free Pross, Hareh 3, 1836, Pad; ©.5.

6. JIbid., February 1, 1B38, p.3, c.6.

7. Ikid,, August 8, 1333, Pa3, c.d,
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and ¥illiam Apsey for 5,000 ike feollowing land:

* oefloing vart of the Island of Virgintus in the Shenandoah diver,
bounded az Ffollows: llegianing at an Iren =lale at the north end of the
wall of tha mill danm, corner teo F. leckhan (new Holand, lieffebower and
Williamooa) (Fract Ye. ) thenss yaneing up the mill race witl zaid
parties® line fo twe ashes ncor the head of sald raecs, Thencn dewm the
north side of the island with the sweenders of the tiver until it doher—
socts the line of saiv %eland, ole. thence writh thelir line to the He-
ginning centaining fwe acres of land, said parcel boing the same which
was convoyed to the satd Towmassnd Beekham, now deceased, From Jamnsg
Stubbleficld by deed dated of Deconber 28, 1824, and lmr the said Towm-
send Bockham wnd wife conveyed to Edward Ueger and Armstead Beclkham in
trust to secure the purchase money thereof iy deed daitod Deeenber 28, 1824;
of which said deed of trist the sgld Willias Mayweg became the assiqnoce..” 8.

st R il el LG

P

In January, 1639, Fugh Gilleece & Ceo. advertised:

B et

FROYVATRAREBLE TAN-YRID: &L,
FOR RENT,
AT HARPELSF G, VA,

This TAY-YERED with all its sppendaces, is offered for rent, Tt ia
svpposed to be one of the bast locatiens in Virginia for earrying on the
Tomnting business on an exteonsive seale, as there iz auple reom, A nun-
ber of Vats are under cover, It has every neccgssry building. The yard B
iz furnished with water, and the bark grouns by water power...Ivmediste
possession can be given...” 9

R e il S s

In Harch, 1839, the Company announced:

1O FPAINERS,

The subscribers wish to inform the Farmers that may be wanting
FLASTER, that their 3711 will be in operation in a weck or so, at
which time they will be able to furnish all these in need of GILWML
PLASTER.™ 10

On October 12, 1839, the Deed of Trust executed hy Gilleece and
Apzey to Trustee YWilliam Derry, for the purpose of securing the purchase
8. Deed of B, & 3., DNecomber 8, 1838, Dand Beok 23, pp.d87-377; also

Deed of Trist, Decormber 8, 1838, Gilleece and Apsey to Henry Berry,

Trustee for Camnissionsr Andrew Hunter, Deed Dook 23, pp.378-373,

9, Virqinia Free Press, Jannary 10, 183%, p.3, o.d.

12. Ibid., Harch 14, 1B83%, p.3, c.2.
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of Tract 1 on the Island of Virginius, was offered for sale at pul:lic

atction “bafore the tavern &f Samel Gibsor”, which wus located in the
11

Wager Feriy Lot on Lot Mo, 5. Hugh Gillezco purchasved the Deed of
1z

Trust at this sale for 94,350,

In Fovember, 1832, Mr. Gilleece advertisecds

FOR BTy A cormodious libuse, on the Island of Virginins. Pos-
session given immediately, YNovember 1z, 1539,..” 13 '

On April 28, 1840, Fugh Gilleece sold to Alexander Drown for +1.00

one undivided third intorest of the lang bourht at the sale of Traet
14
Ho. 1 that lhad been held on Ocloiver 1z, 18539,

In June, 1840, Mr, Gllleece announced:

FCHOPPING JOLL,
ON THE ISLAID OF VIRCIHIUS.

Hugh Gilleece respectfully informs the public that he has cocpleted
his GQUIOPPING MILL, en the Island of Virginiug, near the Foundiry, where
he iz prepared to chop Rye and Corn, fer those who wmay think proper to
favour hinm with a eall.

(HOPFED (DRI and {TE, will he kept constantly for sale on accenmodating
terms...” 15

In the spring of 1841 Gilleece advertised:
TPLASIERT  PLESTER{

The subscriber takes this mathod te inform those persons who may
wish to have Plaster GROUWD, that he is prepared to do so, at the

11. ¥irginia Free Press, Septembar i%, 18349, p.3, <.4,

12. Deed of B. & 5,, October 12, 1839, Deed Hook 24, pp.l8l: Deed of
Trust, CGctober 12, 1832, of Gillesce to Samuel b, Baker, trustee, for
Henry Baker and Andrew liunter, for W, 230, beed Book 24, pp.l1B2.-183.

13. Harpors Ferry Constitutlonalist, January 4, 1840, p.3.

14. Deed of B. & 5,, April 24, 1840, Deed Hocl 24, pp.291.

15. Vireinia Free Press, June 11, 1540, pP-3, c.3.
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"rhortast possible notice and on reasonable terms, as L intonds lceping
his nill orinding during the ensuing Sprino.  Gentleonan who may wanl o
quant ity orcund, residing near the Rajl-read, can have it done proaptiv,
and delivercd to the agent of thi- Company, Lo be sent te their nearest
point...” 16

Again in the Spring of 1842, he anncunced:

"PLASTER, FLAESTER, PLASTRRL
H. Gilleece would respectfully inferw the Farmers that his Plasteor
Mill is in active operation, awmi it is desirable thet those who wart
PLESTER should send in thelr orders in time. The Farmers will boar in
mind that they will be at no exponse of havling until the DPMlaster ic
arounc, .. 17

Mr. Gilleece®s main lire of businoss, howaver, continued to be the
iron foundry. In Septemiber, 1542, the newspaper editor commentods

“Pew persons are aware of the extent and capacity of the Feundry of
Hr. Hugh Gilloece at llzarper-Fferry. &n Iron Ehaft, for the public works
W. 2. Armory at Harpers Ferryd, was lately cast by lir, G., weighina
about 3600 pounds, and Castinas of almost cvery variety are daily pro-
pared at his establizhient.” 1g

In December, 1842, Mr. Cilleece himself advertised:

"CRATESY GRATESY
Parsons in want of Stone-Ucal GATES, are reguested to call at
Harpers-Ferry Iron Foundry, and they cam be accertzodated on reasonablo
tems.
Orders roceived by mail for Srates, of CASTIIGS of any kind, will he
promptly attended to.¥ 19

In July, 1843, MNr, Gilleece provided us with fhe followinz descrip-
tion of his preducts:
AR TS -FLRTY
IROH FOUITIRY .

The feliowing is a statement of the kinds of Castings that can be
had at the tlarpers-rerry Foundry.

16. ¥irgivia Froe Press, February 11, 1841, p.3, c.5.

17. Ibid., Fchruary 17, 1842, p.3, c.5.
18, Inhid,, Septerber 29, 1442, re2, c.l.

19, Ibid,, Docember 29, 1842, p.4, c.3.
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RILL GEARENG

Of every deseription, and tle vabtterns for Saws made to crders
Thrashing Hachines of various kinds,
Friong which arc three dilfferonl sines of larce patierns, aAlso, pattorns
suituiile lor Brooking’s Fachine, Corn Zhellers, Straw Cutters and Vind-
mill }rons. Clarnine Lathes of diffoerent pattoerns,
Jelormicks and Loudcoun Meuldhoards, which we are prepared Lo furnish
low to merchants or plough makers by Lthe qwantity
Vaoon Doxes fron 54 inches dows Yo the smalles sizme that is recuired,
Andirons, o new style, of various patterns and sizes.
Flat Irons by hundreds, vhich can ke retailed by the sin
eants pound, ant to nezrchants, by the quantity, for less,
Grouvnd ard cowplete Jast Ivon mailling, seiltabls Tor churches, parecnes,
portices, &e.  Alse, Tfor oncloswres in grave yards, which is much neater
for thal puerrose than the kind of fenees that have Loen hwerelofore uvsed,
which 1z of ot 1ittls more cost than the old. Persons who wish to have
iots encleosed for Tamily buryving places, will pleasce glive the proper
dimensions of the lot, and the order will he filled prompiness, and
will, if desired, deliver it.

COAT, STOV: L3, CRAIES, &£C.
I have got a sauple of the small zizes on hand at this time, and in the
course of a few weors I will have some splendld palterns from the Forth,
suilable for parlore, As there is a pattern-maker constanily emmleoye:d,
I an enabled to furaish patterns for Mill Gearing or Machinery at snort
notice,

I have made arrangsmeonts with Mr, John Vernwaos, whose extensive
machine shop is convenient to the Foundry [locateq on Tract o, & of the
Islandﬂ, for the turningy and fittirg v of every description of Casbings——
His name as a Machinist, is a sufficiecnt guarantee for the warner in
which the work shall e dene,. Hill Spindles made and repalred.

The above named werk and Castings, shall be done on accomcwdating
terms. Letters directed to the subseriber shall be wmet with prompt
attention.” 20

-

.
gle pair atb o

E monthk later Mr. Gillzece announced:

HERERT WESTERW Q00N STOVE,

The subscriber would respectfully inforta the publie gensrally that he
has zecured the right of making and vemling the above named ZICVE in
geveral countics. A node]l of the Stave can be geen at the ffarpers-Terry
Iron Fourdry (Fhe advertismont also contains a fine drawing of the stove’],
and in the course of a few weeks I shall have a munber of the Stoves on
hand,—1 deen it unneeasszary to say much concerning this Steve In my ad-
vertisneont, as I have ne fears but it will recoamend itself to every

20. Yirginia Free Press, July 27, 1843, p.d, c.l.
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“person that will cxamine 1t. I will merely state that it is adapted

either for the burning of coal or wood, and that it is so construclod

that in cese the cooking is roquired to be dene wary soon, a portion

only nocd be heated--that is whon the family is not very lavoe. The

price of the larqe Dhove is £33, the saall one U922, coaaplote. Porsons

who may wont a4 Cocizing Stove are requested to give me a call, awd after

trying the Steowve if they are not pleased with it, I wil) take it baclk 23
In October, 1843, the newspapor editor remarked of Gilleeee’s worl:

FSUDERICE CRSTINGS.

Persons disposed {o cneourage Heme Industry, (and vho in this quarter
is not?) will do well to exanine the Castings which are daily turned cut
from the Foundry of Mr. Hugh Gillesce, on the Island of Virginivs, noar
Harpers-ferry. MNr. Silleece has op hand stme very superior spocinens of
Railing for Porticoes, Gardens, Srave-yards, fic: and his Coal Urates are
equal to anyvthing we have seen of the kind frem ary quarter. Some of {he
latter specimens are now at the store of Mr. John P. drown, Charlesteowr;

and these whe desire o provide themselves with eoufort for the winter
will do well to look at them in good time.” 22

Mr. Gilleece continued to engage in the above business from 1ESS
throuwgh 1544.23

In surmary, then, as to Tract Koo 1 from 1833 to 1844, the property
was sold by the heirs of Townsand Beckham to lugh Giileese and Hilliam
Apsey on December &, 1838, for 55,000, On Octcher 12, 1839, Gilleece
purchased fipsey’s interest in the tract for 54350, On April 28, lB20,
Gilleecc then sold Alexander Drown a one-=third interest in the property

for $1.00. Thus in 1B44 Hugh Gillcece held a two—thirds interest and

Alexander Brovm a one~third interest in Tract ilo. 1.

2l. Vircipia Free Press, Aucust 10, 1843, p,3, .2,

22. Ibid., October 12, 1843, p.Z, c.4.

23. Ibicd., December 19, 1844, p.4, <.5.
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Pﬁ’ﬂr .'u.lY OF
HARPERS FE5aY WA SONAL MONUMERNY
Hadi-e kS FERRY, W. VA

Mha old Vannery was apparently dismantled in 1639. Hugh Dilleoece
rentod part of the Tannery Lot in 1833 and convoeTied the 011 Hill {Slcks,

To. 1 on the 1834-35 maps or Bldy. ™ on the 1344 map} into a foundry. &

ncw chopping mill, probably Bldg. e, € on the 1644 map, was erccted by
Gillesce in 1840, FBldgs. £ arnd I on the 1844 map (Tldgs. Moo 2 and 5 on the
1834-35 map)} were proba=ly the fwe dwelliny houses mentioned in the ad-
vortisements, and Bldg. T on the 1844 map {or ho. 4 on the 153434 mans)

a stable or shop. Bldgs. Moo 3, B and 7 on the 183435 maps were apparenily

domelished by 1844, Thus Tract Ho. L in 1844 contalined Five Luildings.

TRACT NO. 2, THT ISLAD FILL TOT, 1835-1844

This property in 1534=35 was cwmned by fontaine Negithamw. The mar-

chavt Pleur Mill sitweted on the lot and lmown as the "Island ¥3117, was
24
wnder lease in 1835 by Jacobh Stanbh. In June, L8348, the mill was leaned

by a new firn whe adverflsed:

FULLLING IV

Havine lorated ourselves in tho Lilling Business, at llarpers Terty,
omeof the hest situvations in Virginia, {having the advantaces of woth
Pail-read and Canal af the spot, and wnlimited water power, and the
Hills undergoinc a gereral repair, to make 200 karvels of fleur per day,
if required,) we car sary to favmers, with confidence, thal we can alfford
to give more for vheat delivered in cur Mills, than any other Mills west
of the Blua—lidge, Having infersation every day from both maerkets, en-
ables us te take choiee, by Fail-road to Baltimere, or the Tanal tD the
District (Fhe 3, & Ou 'l .f:. dAid not have a direet '.'L:me Trom Marpers Sorrey
to Washingten, D. C., until after 15253}, fThose disposed to faver us,
either in orinding or selling their wheat, will find it to their Bil—
vantage.

Vheat can e delivered to us at the different depots from tlarpers-

Perry Lo Winchester, as well as by wagens to the iills, and alze sonvovad

24, Vireinia Yree Press, August 13, 1835, p.3, c.4; also advertisement of
T, Hecihan saie page and column of same issus.
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#down the Shenandoah and Potomaec. VUe will alse buy Eye and Corn, pay
cash, and make reasonable advaneces, if reqguired.
Ground Plaster will ke kept at the HMills for sale, and delivered at
the difforent depots and at our Warchouse in Winchester.
ROVLAIID, HEFLERCSWER & Q0.7 25

26
This firm continued to operate the "Island Mills” threuwgh 1837,

In September, 1837, it was anncunced:

#FUBLIC SaLE,

Dy Authority of & decree, proncunced on the 28th day of nugnst
1837, by Judge of the Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery of
Jeffergun eounty, in the case of Jacok Albert, &c. against Fontaine
Deckham, &c., and in purenancs of =z deed of trust executed by said
Beckham to Edward Wager and Armstead Becchan, bearing date on the 28th
December, 1824, the undersigned, trustees appointed by said degree,
will sell at public auction, on SBaturday the 28th day of Cetcber next,
in front of Gibson lictel (whiech was ldcated on Lot Ko. 5 in the Ferry
l1ot) at Harpers-Ferry,

ALL THAT VALUADBLE

MILL FRCPERTY,
on the Island of Virginius, conveyed by said deed of trust, and there-
ip particularyly described; being the same which is new in the ocou—
pancy of Rowland, Heflebower & C.

Three thousand and one hundred dollars will be required to ke paid
in hand--the Lalance of the purchase money to be divided into five egual
anneal instalments, the first of which to be paid on the first of July
next, and the other four on the first day of July in each of the years
1833, 1840, 184], and 1842; bonds to begiven for the deferred payments,
to ke secured Ly a deed of trust on the property.

Jos. T. DAUGHERTY,
ANDREY HUWTER,
PROVIBCE MfCORMICE,™ 27

Thiz sale tocok place on Hay 1, 1838, when the Trustess sold
Tract ko, 2 to Henry Rowland, Carter Williamson, ond Samel Heffle-

. oo AR
bowsr for ﬁlé 607,

23, Virginla Pree Press, June 23, 1836, p.3, c.4.

e

26. 1bid., Hay 4, 1837, p.4, c.7.

27. Ibid., Septenber 7, 1837, p.4, c.i.

28, Deed of B. & 8., dated May 1, 1838, recorded March 15, 1841,
in Deed Book Ne. 24, pp.513-515.
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The lot was described as:

#part of the island of Virginius, being the same land, by deed of 2B
Decomler 1624 was sold by Fontaina Deckham to Edward Wager and Arm-
stead Deckham, trustees, with the exception of a certain strip of
caid land vhich was heretofore sold by deed by said Beckham te Lewis
Warnwaeg, and with the further exception of the ground acw occupled
by the Winchester and Fotomse Rail Road as at prescol located, The
land herehy conveyed Loing the Herchant LHill property and the land
theresto attached on the sald island of Virfinius near Harpers Ferry,
now in the possession of Rowland, liefflebower and Compalty...” 29

In Octcber, 1838, the new owners advertised:

#VCOTICE, FARMERS & UTHERS!
GRAT WARIZDN
The undersigned, milling vinder the firm of Rowland, Heflebower &
Co. will give the highest market prices for any quantity of grain of
a1l kinds. Our Mills are now completed and under full opcration, and
are able to make 150 barrels of flour per day. We will ¢rind for teoll,
and give the usual facilities...” 30

In February, 1838, disaster strack the mill; the newspapor re-
ported of this evenk:

#PIFE ..-—-We regret to learn that the large and valuable fleur miil,
owned by and in the cccupancy of Messrs. Rowland, Heflebowaer & Co.,

on the Island of ¥Yirginius, near Harpors-Ferry, was entirely consumed
by fire on Monday night last, together with tweniy thousand Iushels

of wheat., The mill had lately undergone a thereugh repair at a heavy
expense, and was adjudged to be worth twenty thousand dellars. The
entire loss, therefore, is about fifty thousand dellars—only seven or
eight thousand ¢f which, we learn, is secured by lnsurance. We have
not heard how the fire originated, This is the second calamity of the
kind which has befallen these gentlemen within the last two years.
jTheir mill near ¥Winechester had apparently murned) . 3l

2%, Dwed of Trust, dated May 1, 1838, for §11,537, from Rewland,
Williamson & Hefflehower to Dangherty, McCormicik and [lunter, trustees
for the Court, Deed Book 24, pp.167-168.

30. Virginia Free Press, October 25, 1838, p.3, 2.3,

31, Ibid., Pebruary 7, 1839, p.2, c.l.
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The following weel the newspaper repoytods
#TiE LATE FIRE AT HARPERS-FLRHY .—-Curx statements last week were hased

upon what we deemed good authority; but the kWinchester Virginian of ves—
terday says--‘We have ascertained from one of the gentlemen connectod
with the fizm, (Fessrs. Kewland, Heilebower & Co.} that the amount of
insarance on the mill was §15,000, and about twelve thensand bashels of
wheat and froem two to three hundred barrels of flour xrned, insicad of
the quaniiiy mentioned by the Free Fress. The fire is now fully ascer-
tained to have Leen the worx of some malicious incendiary.” 12

From this article it is clear that Fontaine Beckham’s old stone
mill of 1824, a building 60 by 40 feet, was deztroyed in Felruary, 1839.
As & further result of this firc, several involved changes of cwnership
in Tract Ho. 2 occurred which we shall narrate in chronoclogical order
of their cccurrance, although the deeds were not recorded in that crder.

First, it eppears that on May 1, 1838, Carter Williamson sold his
undivided one-ihird interest in Tract Ko. 2 to Lysander D, Childs Ly a

33

deed which was never recorded. Tn 1839, probably to pay Luther I.
Cox for his construction of a new stone flour mill teo replace the mill
destroyed in February, 1839, Henry Rowland, Samel Hefflebower, Carier
Williamson and Lysander Childs sold Luther I. Cox for $11,6GC0 an an-
divided two-thirds interest in tract No. 2. The deed for thiz trans-
action, which was not recorded until July }, 1840, states in part, that

Cox vas sold "a certain portion or parcel of the island of Virginius™

42, Virosinia Free Press, February 14, 1839, p.2, c.d.

33, Thiz is so stated in the Deed of B. & S., dated July 1, 1840, Deed
Bock 25, .pp.152-153. Also Deed of Trust, July 1, 1840, Cox to Andrew
Hunter, as Trustee, Deed Book 23, pr.1o5-1356,
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Maviag apon it several dwolling hovses and other improvements, legether
with a large flour merchant mill, now Leing erected by said Luther I.
Cox, that part of the island lsaing conveved is the same as to Eowland,
etc, by deed of May 1, 1838 from Hunter. The said Carter Williamson
having sold his one undividaed iliird pert of said proporty to Ly=zander

D. Childs by Deed of lst May 1838 Ciehich, a5 is noted sbove, was never
330
recorded].

On Jenuary 1, 1840, and before Cox's avove-mentioned deed was record-
ed on July 1, 1840, Luther 1. Cox sold the undivided two-thirds interest

he had acquired from Lowland, Hefflebower, Williamson, and Childs for
34
$11,000 in Tract ke. 2, to Daniel Snyder and Benjamin Ford for $23,133.78,

Snyder and Ford thus operated the Island Mills from 1840 teo the swmmer of
1842, at which time all the partners were hailed into court and the
properiy was talken over by Courf, as the following notice suggesta.

#ECTICE.

My connection with the present business and acoruing liatbilities of
the Island FKlll &t Harpers-Ferry, will be understcod by the public, when
I state, that for all Grain delivered to the Mills te be ground on the
terms heretofore usual with the killers in this county, I will b respon-
sible, For grain purchased by contracts with myself, and delivered in
tha Mills according to the rules of ilillers, and the receipt Lrought. to
me, I will pay the cash on the presentation of the receipt.

1 have made arrangements to be supplied with money at the shortest
notice, and 1 will give the falr market price for grain as delivered.”

33a. Thia is go stated in the Deed of B, & S., dated July 1, 1840, Dead
Book 25, pp.152-153; also Deed of Trust, July 1, 1840, Cox to Endrew
Yunter, as Trustea, Deed Dook 23, Fp.1l55-156.

34, Deed of B. & 8., Jamuary 1, 1640, Deed Book 24, pp.i156-157; alseo

Deed of Trust, Snyder & Ford to Andrew Hunter as Trustee for Cox, dated
January 1, 184D, Deed Baok 25, pp-156-159.
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#Pha same arrangements compreliend alse the sales or atorage of Flour

pade at the Mills, and the prempt payment of the proceeds of sales,

and the purchase of any articles required by the custemers of the Mills.
Flour will be given at any tiwe in exchange for hheal delivered in

the Mills. Ym ¢. Werthingten.,” 35

In June, 1843, it was announced:

#IpL1C SALE OF VALUADLL SHEGALDOAK FILL FROPERTY 1IH
JEPFERSON CO, VA,

By Virture of a decd of trust, datod lst May 1838 by Henry FRowland,
Carter Williamson, Samel defflebower, and kby virture of a decree of the
Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery...rendered at the May Term
1843, the undersigned, as surviving trustees, will sell, at public
suction...cn July 29, 1843, that large and valuable FLOUE MANUFACTURIRG
tIlL on the Island of Virginius, recently in the occupancy of Ford &
Snyder together with the MILL LOT and all the Bulldings...

AWDREW HUNTER,
PROVIME HcCORIICE." el

The actual sale of the property, ﬂauever, was postponed until 1844
and in the meantime the mill was leased by FPhilip Coons, the gentlemen
who erected the houses now known as Bldg. No. 10, 10-L and Yo, 44 in
Herpers Ferry. Yr. Coons advertised in fugust, 1843:

»UHEAT WANIED.

The undersigned having leased the ISLARD MILLS, would respectfully
inform the farmers of Jefferson and the adjoinipg Counties, that he is
desirous of purchasing

A LARCE (MANTITY OF WHEAT,
for which he will at all times pay the highest prices in Cash. Those
who wish to exchange their Wheat for Flour ecan be accommodated, in the
wsual way, at the shortest notice.

He trusts that by punctuality in engagements, he shall secure the
favor of his friends and merit & share of the public palronage.

PHILIF COCKRS.” 37

a5, Virginia Free Press, September 1, 1842, P.d, Cul.

36. I1bid,, June 15, 1843, p.d, C.24

37, Ibid., August 31, 1843, p.l, c.3,
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Tract Wo. 2 vas agaln put on the markat Iin Janvary, 1544, by the

trustees, Hunter and Melormick; the sale this time was teo be held on
a8
March 2, 1844,

On ¥arch 2, 1844, Hunter and licCormier finally sold to John Herr
and fbraham Herr for 14,000 the following described property:

# certain piece of land having upen it a large nerchant flour mill,
and divers other improvments, situated on the Island of Virginjus, in
the Shenandeah River, formerly called Stukblefields lsland-hzing the
same parcel of land and mill property, which by deed of December 28,
1824, was conveyed by James Stubolefield to Fentaine Decknam, and by
the latter on the same day recenveved to Edward Yager and Armstead Deck-
har—as {rustess to secure the purchase money thereof-with the excep-
tion, that iz exccepting from this deed, a certain strip of the said
piece or parcel of land, which strip was heretofore by deed March 23,
1830, conveyed Ly Fontaine Beckham to lewis Wermwag, and with the
further exeeption from rald criginal piece of land, of the ground
now cccupied by the Winchester and Fotomae Hailroad as at present
located- and being, that is to say, the promises herehy intended to
convéy, the game which is now ccoupivd by the said John and Abraham
H. Berr...” 39

In July, 1844, the new otmers advertised:

#THE ISLAHD HILL,
BARPERS-FERKY .

The undersigned have purchased that well-known and cxtensive Merchant
Mill, on the Island of Virginius, at Harper’s Perry, known as the ISLAED
MILL, and are now ready to¢ grind Wheat for the neighlorhood, and to pur-
chase at the highest marxzet rate, for cash.

An extra price will be given for VWhite wWheat,

Referepncew-findrew Hunter and F, Beeikham, Esgs. HERE & BEROTHER.Y 40

In Octoker, 1844, Herr & Brother alse announced:

38. Wirginla Free Press, February 15, 1844, p.d, .7,

358, Deed of B. & 5., dated September 2, 1846, when the Herrs apparcntly:

completed payments for the let, in Deed Dock E8, pp.292-283.

40. Virginia Freme Presg, July 15, 1844, p.3, c.l.
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PELASTER & SALT
POl SR1LE,
375 WOHS Plaster, frezh ground $6,25 per tan:

352 sacks Salt, ground alum $1.70 and fine {2 per sack, warrented large

factery filled zacks,
The highest cash price will be given for Vhoat,™ 41

During the 1835 fo 1844 peried, then, Traet Ho. 2 was owned Ly
Fontaine Deckham, 1835-38, and sold at a trust sale on May 1, 1433,
for £14,60% to Henry Rowland, Carter Williamson, and Sammel Heffle-
Lower. Williamsen, in turn, on May 1, 1838, sold his one undivided
third intefest te Lysander D. Childs, Following the destraction of
the flour mill by fire in itaifdary 1839, an undivided two-thirds i
terest in Tract Ne. 2 was scld by Rowland, Hefflebowey, Williamson
and Childs for 511,000 to Luther I: Cox, sometime in 1838, although
the deed was not recorded until July 1, 1840, Cox rebuilt the miil
and sold this undivided two-third interest {o Danicl Snydey and Ten-
jamin Pord for %24,133.78 on January 1, 1B840. Tract lo. 2 was scld
at a trustees’ sale on March 2, 1844, to John Herr and Ahraham Herr
for §14,000.

Az mentioned akbove, Fontaine Beckham’s ™Iszland Mills”, a stone
merchant flour mill, was destroyed by fire in February, 1839, and a
new mill was erected in the same general logation of the old mil) in
1840 by Luther Cox, The new mill was also called the ®Island M{11s"™.

The flour mill was operated from 1834 to 1835 by Jacob Staub,

TYrom June, 1836, to January, 1839, it was run by Rowland, Hefflebower

41, Virginia Free Press, October 24, 1844, p,3, c.2.
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& Co, From 1640 to 1842 it was operated by Daniel Snyder and Benjamin
Ford. In September, 1842, ¥William C. Vorthington, apparently acting as
an agentof the Court, took over the operation of the mill. In 1843,

Philip Coons ran the "Island Mills” under a lease granted by the Circunit

] .*if .

Court, and;}ﬂéﬂ, the new owners, John and Abraham Herr, took over the
cperation of the mill.

In 1834 Tract Fo. 2 had contained four dwelling houses an& ane
coopers diop, in addition to the flour mill. The 184¢ map indicates that
there were only three tmildings beside the flour mill standing on Traet
2 at that date. These inciuded Bldy. F} the new flour mill; Bldg. H
{probably Bldg. MNo. 13-the Coopers shop on the 1834 map); Dldg. G. was
probably a dwelling house, either new or perhaps Bldg. Kol 11 or 12 on
the 183° map had been relocated because of the construction of the Min-
chester and Potomac Railroad. Bldg. I on the 1844 map was probalbly a
dwelling House, i.e., Dldg. No. 9 on the 1834 map. Eldg. Ho. 10, 11 and
12 on the 1834 map are not shewn on the 1844 map and were probalbly de-
moiished; Ho, 11 and 12 being removed to make way for the construction
of the new railroad.

TRACT WO. 3, 1835 o 1844, TIE RAILLCAD DEPUT

Tract Po, 3 had becnh purchased by John BE. Gildza from the heirs af

Edward Wager in 1833 for $4,000. On lay 13, 1835, for the sum of B§4,850,

Mr, Gildea sold Tract No. 3 to the Hinchester & Potomae Rallroad Company.

This deed reads in part:

56
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"ewwed certain lot of land zituated on the island of Virginius, ad-
jeining the lands of Fontaine Bockham [Fract Lo. 2) & Smith and Wernwag
(Cract Ho. 4£), bounded as follows Poginning, on the south side of an
arm o¢f said river a corner o Fontaine Deekham, thence S5 13 W with the
line of said Fcckham 10.8 pcles to a stake in the middle of the Street,
thence with a line of Smith and Wernwag 577 B 11.5 poles to a stace,
thenee N 114 E 10.8B poles to the aforesaid arms of the river, thones up,

- and with the meanderings of the same to the beginning. . .® 42

The Winchester and Folomae Railroad Company had bween organized in
43 44
April, 1831, Actual construction of the railroad was begun 4n 1833

and by Hovember, 1835, the traci had been lajd from ¥Winchester to Halltown,

with work on the final stretch, Halltown te Harpers Perry being then in
45
fal gty r =TT The grand opening of the linre, Winchester to Harpers Ferry,
46
tool place on lareh 31, 1836,

In July, 1837, Fontaine Deckham, acting as a trustee, placalthe
following notice ia the newspaper, which yields considerable data on
the buildings then located on Tract No. 3:

"TRUST SALE.

By virture of a deed of trust executed to the subseriber on the 28th
day of September 1833...by John Gildea, to secure a certajn depnt therein
mentioned, I shall proceed to sell fo, at public aucticn, the highest
bidder, for cash on Saturaday the Sth day of next month (dugust) before
the door of Pitzzimmons Hotel at Harpers-Perry, of the

LOT OF GRCGUD
with the Tenements thereon, situated on the island of Virgirnius, and
now cocupied by the Winchester & Fotomac Rail-Foad as DEPCT, either the
whele or so much thereof as may be necessary to raise the sum of alont
41,000, The smaller of the two slone dwellings, with the lot attached
will be sold fiyst, and the balance, including the Lepot only in the
event of the first providing insufficient to raise the sum requirced.”™

42, Deed of D, & 3., May 13, 1835, Deed Doox 20, pp.3368-339.

43. NMirginia Pree Press, April 14, 1831, p.3, c.2.

44, 1Ihid,, December 5, 1833, p.2, e,l.
45. Ikid., Nevember 26, 1835, p.3, c.l.
46. Ibid., April 7, 1836, p.2, ©.5.

47, Ibid., July 6, 1537, p.3, c.3,
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Gildes apparently paid his debt az the sale was not Leld,

In sumsary then, in regards to Track Wo. 3: this lot was cwned by
the W. & P. Railrcad Company £renm Hay 13, 1845 throush 1844, RBidg, O
on the 1844 wmap represents the new Depot Puilding of the Railroad Company,
Hldgs, K and H on the 1844 map are the two stone-stuccoed dwelling houses
that were shown on the 1834 Espe as fldgs. koo 14 and 15 respactively,

IRACTS NG, 4 AKD 5, TEE 530 MILL LCT, 1835 to 1844

On Fay 23, 1835, Joseph L. Smith and Jehn Wernwag, the owners of
Tract No. 4, scld a small piece of their property to Jease Schofield
for $50¢, The deed for this trancaction reads in part:

¥a..the following land on the island of Virginius: Eeginning at a
point in the main street or rosd manning through said island thence ar
right angles with sajid street, lLack +o the millrace, thence parallel
with the mentioned line, forty feet down the said Rill race— thence at
right angles with the zaid lot mentioned, and parallel with the First
back to the street,thence with the s5aid strcet forty feet back to the
beginning-embracing the tenement now ocoupied by John Shackelford.. . 48

i
The property described above is tldg. Ho., éﬂgon the 1844 map

LI R

(or probably Bldg. No. 26 on the 1834 mapsl)., It wiil henceforthﬂin this

report as Tract Ho. 5.

In May, 1835, William Itichards, who later became the owner of

buildings in the Monument now known as Ho. 40 and Mo, 44, annocunced:
48, Deed of B. & 5,, May 25, 1835, Deed Dook 20, pp.340-341.
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#A CRRD.

The undersigned begs leave to inform his friends and the public in
getieral, that he has taken the Smiths Shep lately ceocupied by Lewis
Wornwag, on the Island of Virginius, where he will ke happy io sarve
theose whe rmay favor him with their work, which shall I done on the
shortest notice, and in the hest and neatest manner; and he hepes, by
strict attention to business, to share 3 part of the public patronage.
W.B,=1id11 Frons made to order at the sherteslt notice.” 49

Mr, Richards had thus rented Bldg, He. 21 and 22 on the 1834 map or
Bldgs. No. 21 and 2% on the 1B44 map,

On April 21, 1835, lx. John Wernwag married Miss Margaret Rebecca
: EQ
Magsey of Baltimore, Hd.

On April 1%, 1835, Joseph L. Smith and John Wernwao purchased of
Seorgs and Ellen Stukbleficld for $25.00:

¥e.wtt patent for a certain tract of land around the island of Virginius
in the Shenandeah river, granted to the said George Stulbleficld Ly the
Commonwsalth of Virginia on the 22nd Hoverber 1834...according to the
sarvey set forth in said patent...™ 51

Heanwhile the financial difficulties of the Smith & Wernwag con-
tﬁiﬁ%d te increase, as revealed by the fellewing notice of Moy, 1835:

#TRUST SALE
OF
HARPERS-FERRY
RERI, ESTATE.

By virture of a deed of trust, erxecuted on the 28th day of Docember,
1824, by Lewis lWernwag, te Edward Wager, now deceased, and Armstead
Beckham, as trustces for the benefit of James Stulblefield, the sub-
seriber, as the surviving lrustee, and undsr the authority vested in him
as such by said deed..,will sell, at public auctien, to the highest
bidder, for cash, on Monday the 13th of July next, before the door of”

48. ¥Yirginia Free Press, May 7, 1835, p.3, c.b.

ot. Ibid., May 7, 1835, p.3, ¢.3.

%1, Deed of B, & 3., fpril 19, 1835, Deed Book 20, p.531. The area
puarchased is shown on the 1844 map by the figures 1, 2, 3, ete., ito 18
around the island and across the river., A detailed description of

these Luildings Is alven in the deed of August 24, 184F, to the Harpers
Ferry & Shenandoah Mly, Co,; ses Chapler ¥,
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“Fitzsimmons®s Hotel, Harpers Foray, that part of the valuable izland
of Virciniue which was oricinally sold by Jaszes Siubilefield and wife
to Lewis Hernwag, and is now in the possession of John Vernwag and
Joseph L. Swith, containing on it one of the meost valuublio SAVMILLS
in the"ﬁ". States, togetheor with 4 numier of EVELLING HLUSES, WORRSIORS,
AHD ODER improvements, Said property will be solo 4o satisfy the sum
af geven thousand four hundred and twenly dellars, with interest from
the 1lst day of Decerber, 1834, the halance of the criginal purchase
money refwaining due to Coleman C. Beckham, as the azsignes of said
Jauzes Stubblefield... ARVETEAD BECIIAN,

Surviving Trustee, &c.* 52

On July 1&, 1835, Joseph L. Smith put inte trust with Eenjamin
Frice, as trustee for John MePherson, & part of the island of Virginius:

?...belng the same groperty conveyed by louis Wernwag to Joseph L,
Smith and Jumes Hook Ly Deed of July 2, 1832, that is to say ome moiety
of the estate or entire parcel of land.was then conveyed Ly said Mern—
wag and portion of one-sixth of the original whole was subsequentlsy
conveyed from the said Lewis Vernwag and wife to said Joseph Smith and
Hocl: by Deeq _ day of 1833, and said Joszeph L. Smlth heving purchased ;
from the said James Hook, his undivided portion of said property (for :
which however no deed has yet leen made) his undivided propertion there—
of is tw>-thirds of the whole originally belonging to said Lewis Yern-
wag-zlso the equitable interest, being the sawe proportion {to wit:
two thirds} of the said J. L. Smith in and to a certain parcel of lard,
rocgs and water, patented from the Com. of Virginia to Ceorce Stubble
field by patent dated hovember 22, 1834, and purchased by said Smith
from 3tubklefield,..” 53

On July 30, 1835, Trustee Price_announced:

wIRUSTEE!S SALE
<F
VAIBAULE FECIORY PRGPERTY
AT HARPERS-FERFY,

By virture of a deed of trust from Jos. L. Smith, Esg. to the
subscriber, executed the 16th day of July inst...I will sell, at
public euction to the lhighest bidder, on Friday the 4th of Septesler
next...before the door of Fitzsimmons®s Hotel, Harpers Ferry, all the
right, title and estate of said Joseph L. Srmith, in and to*

52. Yirginia Free Press, Hay 14, 1835, p.3, .5.
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53, Deed of Trust, July 16, 1835, Deed Book 20, pp.409-410,
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ML TSLAND QF VIRGINIUS.
It may be confidently afEirmod that this is one of the most valuzhle
pieces of property for nanufacturing purposes in the United Slalez.
Situated in the falls of the Shanandeah, it is alove the reach of in-
undation; and, withcut a dam, cowmands nearly the whole foree of the
xiver, Iy means of a canal which has heen cut through the centre of
the Izland. '

Twe bridges connect the Island with Harpers-Ferry on the main land,
and fwo mere are in procress of construction by the Winchoster and
Potomag Iail Noad Company, whese road passec over it. This work, to-
gether with the Chesapeake and Chio Canal and the Baltimeras and Chic
Kail Road, {distant not more fhan 250 yards,] affords this property
unrivalled advantages,

The liprovements are seversl dwelling houses, extensive work shops
and one of the largest and most valuakhle SAW MILLS in the country.

The preperty will be sold entire, or in lols, as may be found exn-
pedient on the day of the s=ale,,.” 04

This sale, however, was not held for a year later in June, 1335‘

Mr. Price announced tha: Smith’s interest would be sald at aucticon on
35

the 4th of Aucust, 1836, fgain the proparty was not sold, for con
September 5, 1836, Joseph L. Smith declared himsglf bankrupt and sold

for $1.00 to the Sheriff of Jeffersan County:

*The cquity of redemption, or interest of said Smith in the island
property ncar Harmers Ferry, purchased by him from lLewis Wernvao, boing
an undivided two~thirds thereef, subject to a deed of trust, Smith to
Benjamin Frice, trustee for John licFherson, dated July 16, 1833...7 56

In Keverber, 1836, John Fitzsirmons agaln anpounced:

FTRUSTEE'S S0LE.

Under the authority of a deed of trust to the subseriber from Lewis
Wernwag, dated the 2%th day of August, in the ycar 1836...fcr the benefit
of Joseph L. Rusell, I will on the 10%h day of Dceember next, eon the
promises, =zell at public auction, to the higheset bidder, for cash, one

half of the ISLAKD I VIEGINIUS, . .ncar Harpers-Ferry, described in said
deoad,”

54. Virginia Free Eress, July 30, 1635, P.3, .3,
9%. Ibid., June 9, 1836, D3, c.d.

56, Deed of B, & 3., Septembar 5, 1836, Deed Book 21, pp.232-233,
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"I will sell, to satisfy ihe Lalance due upon an assignmant by Jas,
Hoo & Jgseph L, Smith, to pay to said Hussell, the amount of their
purchase from said Wernwag, of the property above desori bod,” a7

In June, 1B37; Hr, Fitzsimons, acting as trustes, acain advertised

that he would offer the above Described interest of Lewis Wernwag in
B
the Islard of Virginivs at public auction on July 22, 1837, In a
gimilar wanner, trustee Benjamin Price gave notice in Hovember, 1837,
that he would offer for sale at public auction on December 18, Joseph
59
L. Smith?s interest in Tract Ho, 4.

Jehn Wernwag apparently raised the money to pretect his interest
by mertgaging for §6,300 to Josias Pennington of Baltiners a piece of
Property in Baltimore and:

“ane undivided third part of all that porticn of the Island of
Virginius in the Shenandoah River near Harpers Ferry being the lower
part of said Island adjeining the porlions belenging to Fentaine
Beckham & Edward Wager’s heirs being for...all that undivided portion
of said Island which was sold & conveyed by Lewis & Elizabecth his
wife to the said John Wernwag Iy their Indenture dated 3lst July
1833...7 GO .

Joseph L, Smith’s undlvided two-thirds interest in Tract Ho, 4
went into Court, through rankruplecy proceedings, and was finaily sold
by Commissioner Andrew Hunter, acting for Sarah Ann Price, the sole
helr of Denjamin Price and John McPhersen, for 38,000 to Jessie Seho—
field on July 3, 1844; that is, the deed for purchase was granted an

that date. This deed reads in part:

27, ¥irginia Free Press, Hovember 10, 1836, p.3, c.4,.

8. Ibid., June 2%, 1837, p.3, c.4.

99, Ibid., Nevember 16, 1837, v.3, c.4.

€0. Hertpage, January 20, 184G, Doed Dook 24, pp.108-104,., Also Micro-
film Rewl 13, V. 1, pp.37-41.
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Mookl an undivided fwo thirds part of that portion of the Igland
of Yircinius, in the Shenandoah Kiver,..which was conveyved from lowls
lrernvag and wife to the said Joseph L. Bmlth and Jawes Hook hy Doed,
daled July 2, 1832-Fhat is {o say one molety of the sstate or entire
parcel of land was then conveyed by said Lewis Wernwas and wife-and a
further portier of one sixth of the origiral whole wes subscglteatly cone
veyed from the said Lewis Wernwag and wife to said Smith and Heck, Lv
deed of 1833, and being, two thirds of that portion ot said Island and
now in the posression of said Schoficld and a certain John Wernwag.
Alse an undivided two-third parts of a parcel of land, rock and water
adjacent to the said island patented from the Comuon Wealth of Virginia
te George Stulbldlefield Ly patent of Hovechar 22, 1834 ond purchased
from Stobblefield by Smith and Wernwac, And finally to make the extent
of this conveyance and assi¢gnment rore explicit, it is hereby declared
to embrace the entire right and tifle of the said Josenh L. Sxiih and
also of the said James Hooic or his clildren, heirs, as fully, and to
all intents and porroses as the same was held by them at the time of the
execultion of the deed of trust of July 16, 1B35...* 6]

While the alwve lecal tangle was being straighiened cut, the
facteries and shops located on Tract No. 4 wera still in produciion,
In 1837 Lewis Wernwag advertised:

*PATEHT CUTTING RoX

The subscriber has for sale, at his manufacturine establishment on
the Islaad of Virginiws, near Harpers-Ferry, the above valualile article,
patented by himself. It is well adapied for cutting provender of every
descripiion for stock; and is considered Ly good judges to have Geeided
advantages over any other article of the xind ever offered to the pub-
lic, It may ke seen at the Tin Shop of Thowas Rawlins & Son, Charlese
town, or on the Island of Virginius.” 62

In March, 1838, Jesse Schofield and George Fauzy announced:

“RCTICE.

The subscribers have rented the Saw ¥ill, situated on the Island
of Virginius, lately in the cccupancy of Lewis YWernwag, Thev have
also made arrangements to vet a large quantity of Timber down the
Shenandoah river, and will ke able to fill hills &t short nolice.——
They will also continmue to Saw couniry logs uvon the shares, or
ctheruise, to suit customers; and will be prepared fe furnish Plastering
Laths of any description, From their known disposition to please, they
hope for a reascnalle share of puklic patrenage.” &3

61l. Deed of D. & 3,, July 3, 1B44, Deed Book 28, pp.l172-173.,

62. Yiroinia Pree Fress, May 11, 1837, p.3, .4,

63, Ibid,, March 28, 1839, p.1, <.l.
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This partnerchip appears to have continucd to opzrate the saw
64
mill! through July of 1840, From August until loverher 25, 1840,

the co-partnership of Jouseph P, Shannon and Jesso Schnfield operated
GE
the saw mili.

On Hay 28, 1839, William Wernwag, Junior, 36 years old, died of
consumptiﬁn.ﬁﬁ

The machine shops on Virginius, Tract 4, were operated hy.the
Wernwag fandly from 1835 to 1843.5? Alnong their products wers
Turning Lathes, Saws and Parham’s Patent Washing Hachines, On

Auguat 24, 1840, Abraham D, Wernwag, 27 vears old and a son of Lewis

bg
Wernvagy died, Lewis Wernwag, 3enior, died at some date in 1843
- o \
(Pefcrerﬂuguat Ethjand hig perscnal preoperty, tocls and sixz-wheeled

69
rajilyoad car were auctioned off on September 18, 1843.

Prom at least August S, 1842, throuch 1844 the machine ghops
7o
on Tract He. 4 werc operated by John VWernwag and Joseph P. Shannon.

64, Harpers Ferrv Constitutionalist, July 23, 1840, p.3, advertisement
of Ceorge lianzy for timbor to se=ll,

63. ¥irginia Free Press, December 15, 1840, p.3, c.5: notice of dis-
gsolution of partnership.

€6. Ibid,, June 13, 1839,_p.3, c.d.

67, 1bid., Wotices of in February 87, 1840, p.3, c.2; Saptember 22,
13‘12, ]3'.3, c"i; I".‘lﬂrf_‘.h 31, 1342, p;é' Ciﬁ‘l?;

68, Il4d., September 3, 1840, p.3, c.Z2.
8. [Ibid., September 7, 18406, p.3, c.Z; notice of sale with list of items.
70. Deed of Trust, August 5, 1843, Shannon to 6. B, Wager, trustee for

Jesse Schofield, Deed Dook 26, pp.435-436; second deed of trust, same
date and hetween the same parties in Deed Book 32, pp.B2-65.

=65~

F T W T T e e e ——— e AL L

-



It is probable, however, that Shannen had hecn a member of the Wernwog
71
firm since 1330.

By 1844 then, Tract Yo, 4 was held by John Wernwag, with an undi-
vided one—-third interest in the property, and by Jessic Gchofield,
with a undivided two-thirds iuterest in the lot and izprovements,
These two gentleman, in May of 1844, entered into an agreement with
James Giddings in an effort to digpose of Tract He. 4 at a profit.

The 1844 map of the island of Virginius, prepared by James M, Brown,
which 15 presented at the end of thﬁis chapler, was drawm to assist
Mr. Giddings in this endeavor.

Two documents were sicned between the parties and we quote from

each as Tollows:

1. #Articles of Acreement made and entered with by and between Jesse
Schofiald and John Vermwag...of the first part and James Giddings of
Frederick County and 3tate of Maryland of the secord PFart, witnesseth,
that whercas the said parties of the first part toegether with their
respective wives, have this day (Qfay 16, 18449 by their deed of bargain
and sale of equal date with these prescnce, conveyed to the said partly
of the Sccond part certain real estate being and lying in Jefferson
County in the State of Virginia, adjcining Harpers Ferry and containing
__acres of land more or less, & being the same property that was ovned
Ly Lewls Wernwag, which said deed i=s recorded, . .,The said land being cone
veyed by deed to sald Glddings in tmst, to sell the same for the pur-
poses therein mentioned. And whoreas by the said deed these articles of
agreement are referred to for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of
commission or cogpunsation to be allowed to said Giddings for his trouble
and responsibility in selling said real estate and paying out and distri-
buting among the parties thereto entitled.

The purchase money arising from the sale of said real estate, and as
a full coupensation for the discharge of all his duties as trustee under
and by virture of said deed of trust, how it is hereby agreed by and be—
tween the said parties of the first and sccond part, that the said

71, Wortgage, January 20, 1840, Reel 11, V.1, pp.Jd7-4¢l mentions the
Firm of Shannen and John liernwag.
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#Ciddings Ehall not sell said property within a peried of two years

from the date of said deed, urlecgs he can [}eceivé} at least the sum

of thirty thousand dollars for all sald property, unless Lhe sald parties
of 1he First part shall agree to a sale at a less price pr sum, in which
event, he shall =zell for such sums as the saild parties of ihe first part
shall agres that he shall take for the gane, Lither for a part or feor the
whele, That is, the said Giddings may sell a part or parts of sald prop-
erty, or the whole, at such prices, lecs then swn of thirty theusand
dollars for the whole, or st that rate, as the caid partics of the first
may agree he shall sell the sane for. End the said Giddings shall Le
entitled to reccive and deduct from the parchase money gfter ile paymeni
of all expenscs, as is provided for in said deesd of trusi, at the rate

of ten percent, on all sales up to the saja sum of thirty thousand
dollars, and should he sell the sald property for more than said agre-
gate of §30,000 dollars he shall receive fifty per cent, or the cne half
of whalever suws or awount he may get or sell said property for, over
and above the said sum of thirty thousand dellars, That is, i1£f he shall
sell the property for $32,000 said giddings shall be ontitled to dedunet
& retain in his hands, as his compensation and ¢omission for all his
services as trustee as foresaid ten percemt on the 34,000 dollars, over
and above the costs and charges as herein before stated, and fifty per-
cert on the 2,000 doilars, or the one half thereof, and so in propor-
tion on any larger or smaller sum over and alove the said 30,000 dellars
that he may be able to ssll said properiy for.-

And it is further agreedby and between said parties te this agree-
ment that the said Giddings way, LIf he thinks proper, take an interest
in and be considered as a purchaser of cne part of said property, not
exceeding one third part thergof, at such price or sum as the wvart be
taken would amount to, estimating the entire properiy at the said priee
or sum of thirty thousand dollars, that is if the said Giddings shall
agree to become the purchaser of one fourth part of said proporty, and
to be the eowner of that extent he shall pay for such one fourth part
the sum of $7,500 dollars and so of any quarter on less interest, in said
property not exceeding a third part thereef as aforesaid. Sheuld said
Giddings determine to hecone interested as purchaser as aforesaid he
mist give notlce to that affect to the said parties of the first part
on or Lefore the first day of January 1845 next.?: 72

9. Deed of Trust, dated May 1G, 1844, granted by Jesse Schofield and

his wife Mary Ann, and John Wernwag and his wife Margaret R., to James

@ldsings:
79, Articles of Agreement, May 16, 1844, Reel 11, Y.4, Pp.372~375.
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“iihercas the parties of the first are deziring to have seld to the
Lest advantage the preporty hercinafter mentioned and for that DUT BOSE
have selecled the said James Giddings, whe has agreed to advance to
the said parties of the first part, te be affixed in payment of debis dae
by them and for which the property aforcsaid is Lound, the sum of two
thousand dollars...the said two thousand dollars teo be scoured to said
Giddings in the manner hercinafter mentioned and the said Biddings
having acrced toc have the zaid proeperty conveyved to him upen the trust
and for the purposes hereinafter rore particularly set forth and Fujih-
fully to discharge the said trust so to be confided to him by the said
parties of the first part...lthe Schefields and Wernwags convey to
Giddingg)...constituting part of a larger tract new called and koown
Iy the pame of Vipcinius", so being alse a part of an Island in the
Shenandoah River adjolning Harpers~Ferry, and Leginning for said plege
or portion of land at a Gudgecn standing in the middle of a street
laid out, it being a corner of the “lMerchant Mill’ property and running
thence with the lines of the same south twelve and a half decrcos west
five poles and eight links to the nhorth edge of the dam, thence up the
wall north eighiy two and a quarter degrees west fifteeon poles and three
links to a cedar stake, thence leaving the mill dam and runaing north
seven and three quarterrs degrees east four poles and four links to a
stake in the other mill dam, thence up the same South cighty three
degrees west thirteen poles and five links to a small vedar, thence
South eighiy nine and a kalf degrees west twonty three poles and six
links ic two saplings from one stump thence South eighiy two degrecs
west twelve poles and five links to the south post of the guard cate
at the head of the Island, thence South forty five degrees west seven
poles to twe Ash zaplings on the bank of the river, thence down it
with the mearders South seventy eight and a half degrees sast eleven
poles to a pile of stones, thence Horth eighty two and a quarter decrees
eagt, twenty six poles to the upper end of the race wal) at the edge of
the river, thence South eighty and three quarter degrees cast, Twonty
four poles Thence Seuth eighty nine and a quarter degrees gast seven
poles and eight lins to the upper corner of the purchase from J.
Stulblefield, centinving with said purchase along the wmeanders of the
river, South elghty nine deorees East, seven woles and three links,
Jouth sixty two degrees and 20 minutes East, nine poles and five links,
South eighty three degrees east, five poles, North eighty seven and
three (maorter degrees east, twenty poles and nine lin<s to three Azh on
the East end of the Island. Thence crossing the stream until it inter-
sects the United Siates line, thence up the River with said line te a
sycamore, Thence crossing the stream to the point of a rock at the
waters edyge corner te Edward Wagers lot (Tract Mo, &), Thence with the
same to the middle of the street at a2 stake., Thence up the middle of
the street to the beginning rcontaining five acres, three Rods and one
perch, more or less. Excepting out of said land a twe story brick hounse
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tnow occupicd by the said Jesse Schoficld and the lot of ground cn which
the same stands, TTract He. 83 and which said lot is neow enclooed by a
fence round tho came and which saicd house & lot is marked Kumber 12 on
the plal rocently made out for said James Ciddings Ly James ¥, Brown

the Survevor of Jeiferson County in the State of Virginia, which said
plat is now in the possesslon of sald Giddings. which seid house and

1ot of ground is to be and continue the preperty and estate of gaid
Jesse Schofield as he has heretofore heid and enjoved the same, aud his

title to and possession cf tho same to be in ne way affeeted or dicsturbed

Iy virinre of this deed. . Aad the said parties of the First part do
herelby further orant...all that tract ox parcel of land containing forty
acres, sitwate in Jelfferson County aforesaid includirg a part of the
River Shenandoah some Istands, Rocus & so forth, and which was granted
by the Comnmonwsalih of Virginia unto George Stubblefield by its grant

or patent bLearing date the twenty second day of Fovember 1834 and re-
corded in Book D. No. 2 page 237 in the land Cffice of said Comron-
woalth of Virginia,..that were by snid George Stukblefield conveyed Ly
his deedd...to the said John Wernwag and & certain Jeseph L. Smith and by
the said Smith conveyel to a certain Brpnjamin Price and by the said
Priewm,..to the said Jesse Schofield...{zlso all title to three acres,
one rod and 39 perches of land located in Scuth Bolivad...that is to
gay, ir trust that ihe said James Ciddings shall and may at any time or
times withln two years from the date of this deed sell and disposc of,
either at public or private sele, and on such lerms as he may deem besi,
all or any part of said property or real estate eonveyed to him. £1d
in making sald sale or sales cor dispositions of said property or in
part, the said Giddings iz to have ful) power and autherity to 50 di-
vide and parcel out the same inlots or otherwise, as in his Judgement
he may think best...” 73

Armed with these two documents, James Giddings set forth in 1B44
to sell tract Ho. 4 on the Island of Virginius. To assist him in this
project, Mr. Giddings hed the PLAN ARD REPORT WITH A DESCRIPTION VIE
OF THE YSLAND OF VIRGINIUS, AT HARPERS FERRY, VIRGINIA, printed in 1844.
Copies of the report and tracings of the plan of the Island follow on
the next pages of this chapter.

73. Deed of Trust, May 16, 1844, Deed Booz 27, pp.144-145, also Micro-
£i)m Reel 11, ¥.3, pp.225-333.
74, Hational Archives R. G. 153, War Department, Judge Advocate

GCencral Office, Reservation File, ﬂarper's FPerry, west Yirginia,
Miscellaneous Papers File 7. ‘o- Ffom o7 TS AS

~55%=

et



.n'.?-;.. ,'Ir.{i
" ; nlrg ,é.t 1 ‘.¢‘ el
SRR ey wadenh

ot : .
WA SN LR




DEE ]

‘-‘t‘-‘."’;’ R

RIAGEEE

LI

e

o

o

PR e a

PR P Y LA

Ny




In summarizing the history of Tract Ho. 4 from 1835 to 1844, a
two story brick houss (Bldg. Lo. 1? on the 1844 mapl and small lol
was sold off frem Lot Bo, 4 in 1835 to Josse Schofield to becone Tract
e, 5. Tract ko. £ was owned by Joseph L, Smith and Jonn Wernwag from
1835 to 1836, with Smith holding an undivided two-ihirds intercst and
Wernwag an undivided one—third interest in the properiy. Beoth part-
nera were in fimancial difficulties during this peried and in September,
1836, orith declared himself bankrupt. His interest therefore passed
inte {he hands of the Conrt, where it remained from September, 1836,
until about 1840, Smith’s two-thirds interest was then purchased from
the Court for 38,000 Ly Jesze Schofiel&, final payment being made on
July 3, 1844, Thus in 1844 John Wernhwag and Jesse Schofield owned
Tract Fe. 4.

The Smith Shops loecated on Tract Hoe. 4 in 1835 and probakly to
1844 were leased and operated by William Richards. The Saw Mill from
1835 to 1836 was operated by Joseph L. Smith. From March, 1839, until
July, 1840, they were leased by Jesse Schofield and George Kauzy. Prom
about Aunqust, 1840, until MNovomber the Saw Mil) was run by Schofield and
Joseph P. Shannon and then by Schofield alone from December, 1840, until
1844,

The machi®e shops located on Tract Mo, 4 were cperated by the Wern-
wag family and prolably Joseph P, Shannon from 1835 until 1844. A
detailed description of the buildings on Tract e, 4 will be found in

the conclusion to this chapter.
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THE _F100DS OF 1843

Fefore proceeding to the Genersl Sunmary and consideration of the
1844 map, we present lere data on the three flpods Lhat struck the ls-
land of Yirginins in 1843, On April 20, 1B43, the newspaper roaported:

#GREAT PRESHET

The water of the Potomae and Shenandeah Fivers were higher on Sat-
urday evening last, at Harpers-Ferry, than they have been since the
menorable Flood of 1610, and great damage haa been done in the floeding
of the cellars and lower apartments of the houses, and in the carrying
away of lumber from every accessible point.--ir. Lewis Wernwag, whose
enterprise. and usefulness are proverbial, was a loser to the amount of
several hundreds of dollars, and- the Public Lumker Yard Thrmory} vas
almost literally stripped of timber, plani and wood--much of which might
have beer saved, if workmen had been directed to maie the effort on
Saturdsy morning.

The water was over the streets of the village, and all the little
garden spots were inundated, and the early lalxrs of the ceccupants cott
pletely destroyed. The great kail Foad bridge cover the Potomac was in
imminent danger, the stream being within 1% inches of the timbers, and
the drift-wood in many instances bLrogs off the plang which lined the
frame work.

Immense damage has been done to the embangments of the Chesapeaie
and Chio Canal, as far as heard from, East and West——and we fear that,
in the present deranged conditien of the finances of the Company, the
means of repairing this damage will not be easily companded.

The flood was produced by the continued rains of the last week, and
the melting of the mountain snows which for menths had been gathering
in the fastnesses...” 75

Two floods struck in September, 1843; the newspaper reported of

the first flood:

#DESTRUCTIVE RAIN AND FLOOD.

#The raih, which commenced falling on wednesday night the Gth,
about Oth ofclock, was awfully heavy, and disastrous keyend calcu-
iation. It seems as if the Heavens had been opened, as in the deluge
of old, and in a few houxs the town (Charles Tow) run was swallen
into an angry and terrible river, carrying destructicn in its train

75. ¥irginia Free Press, April 20, 1843, p.2, c.d.
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“throughout its whole length, from its source to the Shenandesh River
(It poured for four hours, and &fter g long deseription of damage in
and rear Charles Town, the ediier continuec)

The darage has been great in various directions. The Winchester
and Polouac Rail Koad, from Cameron’s to Jarpurs-Ferry, was a good
deal damaped. The loss will be scveral thousand dellars, The Baiti-
mere and (hio Rai) Hoad, from Sleepy Creek to HarpersTFerry, was also wal—
erialiy injured, but the travel has been resumed.,.Every hour briags
us report of damage, and we may expect an endless detail of disastcrs
from ihis memorable storm. We fear its consequences will be further
felt, in the way of sieeness, unless great cars be tacen to tlean ocut
and purify the cellars...™ 76

The second flood followed inmediately on the firsl, and the paper
reported:

“ANOTHER DESTRUCTIVE FLOOD,

The rains of the last week, beginning on Monday, and with intervals
continuing until Friday have resulted in a tremendous floed in the
Fotomac and Shenandoah, and their tributaries, and great destruction to
crops, fencing, and timber, has ensued., The wind on Thursday night,
from the South East, was very violent, and the corn throughout its
range has been prostrated in the fields, which are saturated to qver— |, ¢
flowing. The smalll&tréams have surpessed in volume any thing-, =7 070,
remembe.ed by the ‘oldest inhabitant.”’... Foroatdg

At Harpers-Ferry, however, the fleod has been the most disastercus, s
Both Rivers ware up on Saturday morning three feet abwove Lhe highest  1..:
point of the flood last April, and more than a feot over the memmrablef~v:“ﬂ
flood of 1810, On Shenandoah street, bsats were uged, and the water *if: N
was in the first story of almost every house., The strest between w T
Carrell’s (located on kager Let Mo, 6, 7, part of & and 8, in the
Ferry Lof) and walling’s (Iocated on Wager Lot Ho. 5 in the Ferry Lot}
Hotels was several feet deep, and the premises of both 5o filled that
their cooring for hundreds of...{travellers was imposgible?) The
water was touching the Fail Foad Aridge, and the rise of ancother foot
mist have swept that castly worx away. 7The Rail Foads, we believe,
have suffered no injury, hut the Canal has been sericusly damaged.

The lift loci at Harpers—-Ferry has Leen siept out, and the banks in
many places are entirely gone... _

But to recur to Harpers~Ferry. The damage to the premisesz of the
workmen, on Shenandoah street especially, is a most sericus matter.
Their little gardens, upon which many of them depend for winter sup-
Flies, have been entirely ruined, and their losses in various ways
have been quite heavy. Those residing on the Potomac, between the [
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76, ¥irginia Free Press, Septembor 14, 1843, E-2, C.l.
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#River and the Armory Canal, were algo much incommeded: and the loss of
all, in addltion +o their want of recular employment the last year, will
prove a serious drawback wpon them. Indeed, if over the governmenlt wore
called vpon to exercise a patmrnal guardianship over the affairs of
their worrmen, tle present iz the time. Feansz should ai cnee be applicd
to resture the injured proemises to thelr former state, if possille, in
order to prevent siceness, which is now so justly apprehonded.

The Island premises (Virgiaius) were also overflowed, and the lupber,
Gc. of the Wernwag famlly hod scarcely a dry spot to rest uwpnn--The
water filled the gardens and ecellars, and in some instances was upen the
First Tluors of the dwellings, Indeed, it is impossille to give tle
reader, whe has neot seen the ravages, any idea of the amcunt of damage
and derangement occasicned Ly this unprecedented fleoor. Half the injury
i probably unknown to us, but we hear that effect of the storm have
been felt thro’out the whole of this and the neighhering counties. The
amount of less is incalomable, and the twe freshets of Septomber will
be matters for remembrance for the present generaticon, mere eventful
than any to which their predecessors ¢an refer them.” 77

SURRIANY AWD 1844 MAP: fﬂ BUILDIYEGS ON THE JSLAKDS

TRACT HC. 1 [Five Puildings). Owried in 1844 by Eugh Gillecece and
Alexander Brown., (Shown in blue on map}

Bidg. B, A dwelling house, {standing in 1834)

Bidy, B, Gilleece’s Iron Foundry. {1834 0il Miil converted into a
Foundry in 1825.)

Bldg, C. Probably the Chopping Mill erected by Gilleece in 1840.
Bldg. D. PFProbably a dwelling house [standing in 1834)

Hldg, E, Prokably a stable or shop {standing in 1834}

TRACT KO, 2 {Four red buildings). Owned in 1844 by John and Akraham
Herr,

BEldg, H. probably a coopers shop or dwelling house {standing in 1834)

?77. ¥irginia Free Fregs, September 21, 1843, Pe?, Sely
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Bldg., 6. probably a dwelling house foither new or releocated after

1834}

Bldg. I. a dwelling house (standing in 1834)

Bldg. M. a stone mexchant flour mill known as the "Island Hills”, this
struciure was erccted by Lﬁther I, Cox in 1840 approximately on the site
of the earlier mill that had been destroved by fire in February, 1834,

TRACT 1O, 3. ([Three green buildings) owned in 1844 by the Winchester &

Potomac Railroad Company

Blda., K. a one family stone-stuccoed dwelling housze (standing in 183¢)
Bldg, N. a large two family stone stucgoed dwellinr house (standing in
1834}

Bidg. U, a new Depot Building, erescted 183%-37, by the Railread Company
TRACT HC. 4 (16 orange buildings) owned in 1844 by John Wernwag and
Jegse Schofield.

Blay. Ko, 6. a small frame dwelling house {standing in 1834)

Blda. Ko. 9. & small brick dwelling house (probably standing in 1834)

Bldy. Ko. 10, a double brick dwelling house (probably standing in 1834}
Bldeg, No. 11. a single brick dwslling house (prokably standing in 1834)

Bldy. Ho. 13, double frame dwelling house {probably standing in 16834)

Bldg. No. 14, a frame house, brick filled and rough cast, {probakly

standing in 1834])

[ldy, Ho, 15. a frame house, one story, brick filled and rough east,

(probably standing in 1834)

=76~
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Bldq, Ko, 16, frame house, twe steries, hrick fillied (prokably

stonding in 1634}

¥ider, Fe. 17, frame carriage house, erected after 13534

Eldg. Lo, 18, large double saw mill (standing in 1824)

Eldyg. Ho, 19, small framc office, {probably standlng in 1834)

Eldg. Wo, 20, frams house {prekably standing in 1834)

Pldgs, Mo, 21 and 22, +two laxge Smith Shops {at least one of which

was standing in 1834)

Bldg, Ho. 23, new tuilding, not cocupied

Bldg. He. 24, machine shops cccnpied Ly John kernwag, and now in

full operation (standing in 1834)

Explaination of cther Figures on Map connected with Tragt ko, 4

Figure 1, is the entrance of the watexr from the Sherandeah under
rail-road bridge (guard gate on 18534 mapa}

Figqure 2, Entrance of vace running parallel with the railrcad
Figure 3, a dam across the chanhel, with a sluice to supply boats
wilh water passing the canal. {probably erected after 1834)
Figure 4, 4 new channel cot by the late Lewls Wernwag after 1834.
Figqure 5, the passage of the water under the rail-road to the Saw
Mill and Machine Shops.

Fiqure 7 and B, +two waste weirs in ithe Race Wall.

The dan across the Shenandoah Eiver is a projected dam and was net

actually constructed until 1850. {see next chapter)
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TRRECT XC. & (one purple colored building) owned in 1844 by Jesse
Schofield.

Bldea, o, 12, a brick two-story dwelling house (probably standing

in 1834)
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ISLARD CF VIRGYRINS, 1845 to V1852, TIE IAXPEES FENRY AND SHEEANDORIT

HAKUFACTURTN G COMPANY,

In this chapter we shall consider the rise and fall of the
Rarpcrs Fexry and Shenandcah Famufacturing Company as well as the
history of the other tracts on the island of Virginiuvs, The chapter
will conclude with a study of the 1848-51 map of 8, Howell Browa which
shows buildings on the Igland as of those dates,

TRACT N0, 1 ~ The Foundry Lok. This tract was cwned by Fugh Gilleec

1 R
and_ﬁlexandﬂr Browvmn from 1845 through 1852, kr, Gilleece continued

to operate the iron foundry throughout this period, A iypical ad-
vertisement of his reads:

“COAL STCVES

The attention of those in want of CCAL S9CVES is invited to the
improved kind that is now being manufactured at the Harpera-Ferry
Foundry, which consist of five different sizes, suitalle for Offices,
Shops, Stores, Clurches, &:. Also on hand, Fet-Air Cociing Stoves,
which will be delivered and sat up in any section of the ecountry they
may be wantled.

WANTED--A large quantity of 0ld Copper and Drass, and old Cast and
Wrought Iron, which will be ia<en in exchange, at the highest Price,
for anything in Jiy line,™ 2

The 1848 map indicates that Tract MNo. 1 contained five buildings
at that date just as it did in 1844, The census of 1850 also reveals
the fellowing data on Mr. Gilleece, who cither living or having a
1. Deed of Trust, June 19, 1848, Gillecce to John Holer as trustec for
Abraham H. Herr, Deed Book 30, pp.38-39, Jjlso Doed of Trust, Septembar
16, 1854, Gilleece to Moler & Pouse, Trustces for A. H. Herr, Deed Book
34, p.229,

2. Virginia Free Prass, Hovember 13, 1845, p.2, <.7; also January 7.
1847, p.l, e.); Uctobar 21, 1852, p.3, c.2.
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drink alt the Carrell Hotel when the census talker found him:

#oh Gilleece, 40 years old, male, Foundry, Value of Eeal Esxlate
ownod:  $5,000, born in Connecticut,” 3

TRACT 50. 2, the *Island hills” Let, This property was cwned Trom

1845 {o January, 1848, by the brothersJohn Herr and Albraham H, Herr,
who, under a partnership, operated the merchant fleour will kpown as
the #Iszland Nills”. On Janvary 24, 1648, John Hexr seld for £5.00
te his brother Abraham H, Herr:

#, .81l right te the Island of Virginies, an undivided meoiety of
land having upon il a large merchant flour manufacturing mill...”
thus ending their partnership.4 Bbycham H. Herr therefore became the
sole owuer of Tract No. 2 in the 1848-1852 period anc operated the
#igland M111* by himself. Tnis lot contained four buildings in 1844,
it the 1848 map indicaktes that it contained enly three structures
at this later cate. Bldg, lo. H on the 1844 map is missing from the
1848 map. The census of 1850 reveals the following data on the ¥r.
Herr and his miliers: Living in one house was
#pbrahar H. Herr, 35 years old, male, Miller, Yalue of Eeal estate
owned; 540,000, Boern in Pann,

Karcigsa.Herr;,2l, female, Dorn in Virginia. Married within the year.”
Living {n the second house wWere:

#Pordenand B, Bufler, 39 male, miiler, Born in.D.C." and six other

members of his family and alse “Samuel H. Cates___ {7} 24, male, born

&
in Maryland,” and wife.

4., MNational Archives E, G. 29, Pepulation Schedules of the Jeventh
Censuis of the United States 1850, Virginia, Yolume 12, p.84l. on Reel
10, V.2, p.133.

4. Deed of B, & 8,, January 24, 1848, Deed Book 28, PP-320-32).

5. Consus of 1850, Vol. 12, p.807, Reel 10, V.2, p.98,s€c #Cret tord
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TRACT O, 3, This lot was cvwned by the Winchester and PPotomae Jlail--
roaﬁ Company from 1845 to 1847 and on it was located their railroad
depet until 1847. On July 1, 1847, the W. & P. E.E. Co, sold npoat
of Tract Ho. 3 to Jesse Schofield for ¥1,500. This deed reads in
part:

T houses and lots at Harpers Ferry as the same were enclosed
on the first day of November last, one of them ocoupied by Hiteuour
and Fitzsimmons and the other by Mr. . Evans, together with the
vacant ground East and west of the said houses new in possession of
sald company {purchased of Gildea) and south of the rail read tracx
of the szald company, so as not to interfere on the south side of
sald tracks with the said tracks as they are now laid and in use by
the said company, and also so mmch of the vacant ground of the zaidc
company north of these tracks and opposite to said houses and lots,
a5 i= now enclosed by said company to wit: the ground lately oo
cupied by a depot of said company now taxen away, except that the
south 1line of said lot is te run from the east corner of the said
lot now enclosed, direct to the front of the shop of said Schofield
(being the front of the shop and not the porch) leaving entire room
for the levers of the turn around (Bwitchez) <f said company as
they are now used and worked by the -said company, alse so nmuch of the
ground aforesaid enclosed as is north of a line drawm 30 feet from
the aforesaid east corner of said enclosed lot to Herr’s lot beling
the ground lying north of said line down tc the river or Canal, said
line drawn to run parallel with the track of the said Rail koad which
is laid nearest to said enclosed lot or the most northern track...” 6

On August 28, 1847, Jesse Schofield and wife conveyed this same
portion of Tract No. 3 to the Harpers Térry and Shenandeoah Manufacturing
Company for the sum of 51,EDD.T This campany held title to most of
Tract No. 3 from 1847 thzrough 1852. The 1848 map shows Tract No. I as
containing two dwelling houses at that date and the KHail Road Depot

Fuilding is missing from the lot.

6. Deed of B. & 3., July 1, 1847, Deed Book 2%, pp.ll2-113.

7. Ibid., August 28, 1847, Deod Book 28, p.439.
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TRACT BC, 4, ‘The Saw Mill and Machine Shop Lot

Cn February 20, 1845, the fimm of "vernwag & Schofield” anncunced:

MEAN HILL HCTICE.

The subscrilbers feeling grateful for past favers would return their
thanks for the liberal patronace cxtended them, and would respectfully
golicit a continvance, They are prepared o saw at the following
prices: 40 cents per 1006 fi, boerd measurc:; 20 cents per 100 feet
nnning, for shingling lathing and paling; or we will saw for the

third lcr?r o g

In Eay, 1845, they anncunced that the firm of Wernwag and Scho-
field had been dissclved and "the subscribers having rented the (Saw
Mill}, will centinue the business under the firm of Schofield & Wern-
wWag..." 9

In June of 1845 Nelson Faullner advertised:

HBIELIC SALE
The subscriler, intending to close uwp his present business, will
sall alt public sale his entire stocs of
NEW FURNITURE,
On Saturday the 1l4th of June next, at his Shop, on the Island Virginius,
consisting of the following articles:

1 Mahogany Sideboard;

Dining and Breaifast Tables;

Eursaus, Safes, Bedsteads;

} small Turning lathe, Work Fenches;

A quantity of Plank and Stuff, &c.,.” 10

On May 12, 1844, Jesse Schofield and John Wernwag and their wives
had sioned twoe documents that granted James Giddings a two year pericd
within which Giddings was to attempt to =sell Tract ko, 4. Mr. Giddings
uged every effort in &n attempt to interest Horthern capitalist in the

Island of Virginius, but was unsuccessful. Mr,. Giddings wrote later of

8. Virginla Free Press, February 20, 1845, p.3, c.2.

8, lbid., May 15, 1845, p.3, ec.l.

10. Ibid., June 5, 1845, p.3, c.3.
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thesc events: ™No Jale was made within the two years named in said
deed (dated Hay 16, 18440 though an informal arrangement was made Ly
21} partiecs for a sale which is more particularly spoien of heref{natter.
At the expiralion of the two years my authority to mafe such sales was
continued for anolher year on the same terms as wag before stipulated

according Lo the best of my recellection, the terms are named in the
1),
dead of Hay 16, 1846.,." Three days earlier on Nay 12, 1846, the trio

had signed the Fellowing agreement which was nol recorded (i.e, kept
secref)

"It is herelby agreed that the property on the Island of Yirginius,
with all the water power and water righls-as now owned by Jesse Scho-
field and John Vernwag-are conveyed by them to Janes Giddings by g
deed of trust shall Le sold to the Harpers Perry and Shenandoah Hanu——
facturing Company for the sum of Thiriy Seven thousand dol d{;:d},.nﬂjﬁﬁLb,c4
three fourth of which shall be paid for in’adsh’™ 4 ERAMEET™THe house Eﬁﬁi?‘

and lot in the cccupancy of Jesse Schefield and in which he now liveg — i
shall k= scld to said company for the sum of three thousand dollars— <

rd
and for which Jesse Schofield hinds himself to make a deed and also %ﬁf
to procurc his wife to join in the same-Yhenever said Company shall e

thins it ecnvenient to requizre the same-on their paying said Schofield
the above sun for the same., In witiness thereof we hawve hersunio
subseribed our hands and seals this twelfth day of May, 184&.

Jesse Schefield ([signed}

John Wernwag {zigned)
Witness James Giddings.™” 12

Keturning to Mr. Giddings’ statement made in 1855, he further
wrote of these transactions:

“during the contimuance of my authority under the first deed (Jiay
16, 1844) I made the most strenueus efforts to sell said property and
not being able fte find a purchaser throuch my efforts and with the
approbation and concurance of all parties interested in sald property,

1t. James Giddlngs answeref to questions proposed by Commissioners of
the Court, dated May 16, 18535, Reel 11, V.3, p.284. For the deed of
trust, May 15, 1846, see Feel 11, V.3, pp.214-224, or Deed Book 28,
FP.l122-124.

12. Reel 11, V.4, p.370,
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”a charter was oblained from the Yirginia Lesizlaiure January 15, 1046
to inecorporate the Harpsrs Ferry & Shonandeal Manufacturing Company,
with the capectation that said Company, whon oroanteed, would purchasc
said proeperty, I uszd cvery action te obtain subseriptions to sald Come-
pany and mreed myself to tale 8000 dollars In the siocis of said Come
pany and pay for it in Cash. ALl this was done with the express appro—
Lation of all the parties interested in gaid property.fhnd the price ot
which said property was to be sold to the sald company wWas expressly
agresd to by all the parties interested in i before said Company was
formally croanized and on the 12th of MHay 1846 the said parties Sclho-
field and Wernwag expressed their agrecment to this sale in writing...
On the 23d of June thereafter the Cospany was formally organized...” 12

On June 11, 1846, the following notice appeared in the newspaper:

TROTICE.

A mzeting of the subscribers te the stock of the Rarpers-Ferry and
Shenandoah Mamufaecturing Cowpany, will e held at Harpers-Terry, on
Tuesday the 23d instant, for the purpose of electing a Doard of Directors
and Fresident for said Compary, and for designating a day 1o lay the
foundation stone of the firsi Factory--and alsc le rmase preliminary
arrangements for the permanent crganization of said company.

JAMES GIDDTLGS,

G. B. VACER,

JOHE WERLVAG,

JEASE SCHOFIELD,

A. D. 1ENSTH,

HOGH licnlELER,
CALYIN PACC.” 14

On July 2, 1846, the newsparer commented on these developments:

#THE MARUFACTURIAG CUHMPANY.

The proceedings of the "Harpers-Ferry and Shenandoah Manufacturing
Company™ will be found in cur cclunns to-day. It will be secn that the
Firat step has been taken, and we trust that conpleie success will
crown the efforts of those engaged, which we think mugt ke the case,
We learn from the Frederick Citizen, that there is already about
seventy thousand deollars of 3Steck, taken in this Company, the charter
of which authorizes a capital steck of three hundred thousand deollars,
and the holding of properiy to the amcunt of cne million. Ve nnder—
stand that the President and Directors have already taken action to
proscoute their enterprise with energy, and that the corner stone of
the Factory, will Le laid as early as the 11th of this month.”

13. FReel 11, V.3, p,285.

14, WVirginia Free Press, June 11, 1846, p.3, c.3.
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#lgnes Giddings, Dsg., a gentleman in every way gualified for that
responsible position, has, we are informed, leen elected Presicent of
the Coumpany 13

On July 16, 1846, %he President of the new Harpers Ferry and
Shenandoah ¥fg. Co., James Giddings, advertized:

#TO COHTRACTORS, -

Scaled Proposals will be raceived by the subseriler, fas Agont for
the Iarpers-Ferry and Shenandoah harufacturing Coznpany, ) until Menday
the 87th instant, inclusive, for materials and labor for oujilding a
COTTCH FLUTCRY, 100 feet long, and 45 feet wide, in the clear, and £
storics high above the foundatien, Plrste--for building the foundation
of good styong stone work, 4 feet thick at the base, about 16 feet
hich, and three fest thick at the tip. The bhids for this wori must
inciunde all materials and secalfolding, and complele the WO S p=—Deoond—
the bids for the Ffour stories above the foundation, will e received
for both brick and stone, end st include all materials of every des-
eriptien, and conplete the weric, 3Separate propesals will be received
for the furnishing three hundred and twenty thousand bricss; and alsa
for the laving the brick in the wall, finding lirme, sand, and scaf-
folding, Alsc, for completing the carpenterfs wors of said Faciory.

A description of the kind of woris to be done, may ke known by ealling
on the subseriber, or on Mr. R. S. LITTLEJCHE, Harpers Ferry, with whom
the plan of the uilding will be leit after the 20th.” 16

Pregident James Giddings infoymed ihe company stoczholders, early
in October, 1846: "that they will have the foundation of the Tirst
cotton Pactory completed up ta the Brick by the 22d imt. 10ctokerl.
And on that day the Corner Stone of the building w1l be laid, with
appropriate cercmenles of the Masonie Fraternity..."l?

thile the new factory was in process of being constructed, certain

real estate transactions that concerned Tract to. 4 were also underway

in 1846, O©On September 1, 1646, apparently to clese out their former

15. Virginia Free Press, July 2, 184G, p.2, c.4.

16. Ibid., July 16, 1846, p.3, C.d.

17. Ibid,, Cctober B, 1846, p.3d, .2, See QOotober 29, 1846, p.2, o.2,3
for an account of the laying of the Cornerstone.

~87-



partnership and also to insure their sele title to Tract 4, Jesse
Schofield and Jobn Wernway purchased of Joseph P, Shannen, Isaac
Wernwag, Lewis Wernwag and Thomas Wernwag for $5.60:

all that portion of the Island of Virginius...which portion was
purchased of a James Stubblefield by lewis Vernwag, deceased, and
conveyed fo 2ald Lewis Wernwag by deed of December 28, 1824.., .and all
rioght to the piece on the island converved Ly Fonlaine Becicham and
wife tc Lowis Ylernwag by deed of March 23, 1830,..7 18

In September, 1846, Special Comulssioner Andrew Hunter also
advertised:
#PIBLIC SALE
oF

VALUABLE REAI ESTATE CN THE ISLAND OF VIRGINIUS,
The wndersigned, as Special Commissioner appointed for the murpase,

by decree of the County Courty of Jellferson, rendercd on the 21lst instant,

in the cause of Hunter, guardian, vs. Beckham®s children, &o. will
proceed to soll at puklic auction, to the hichest hidder, on...the 16th
day of next month, Cetcber, 1846, in front of Horyfs mill, near the
premises,

A STKHIF OF LAHD,
Lying on the upper {westd and south side of the istand of Virginius——
between the Failroad and the main kranch of the river, contaning as
is supposed 2 acres 3 voods and 1 percghe—=Irom which however iz to be
expected so much of it as i5 cccupled Ly the W. & P. Railrecad,.,” ig

This piece of property, a part of Traet 4, was purchased by the
Harpars Ferry and Shenandoah Manufacturing Company for $555.00 on
Jamuaxy 24, 1347. The deed dezcribes the tract as follows:

Eeginning at a cedar stake in the Korth edge of Saw mill dam thenecs
H 735, E 4.4 poles to a stake in the line of Herr mill lot (tract Fo. 2}
thence up the same § 83 W 13,5 poles to a small cedar at the south edge
of said dam thence continuing up the dam 3 &9 W 24.6 poles to ftwo
Saplings sprouting cut of cne stump thence 3 82 W 12.5 poles to the
gouth post of the guard gate at the head of the Island thence 45 W 7
18. Deed of B, & 5., Septomber 1, 1846, Deecd Booi 28, pp.2893-204.

18, Yirginia Free Press, Scptember 24, 184G, p.2, c.l.
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4woles to two ash saplings thence 8 78 E 11 poles to a pile of stones at
the south cdge of the Island thence continuing down the river wiih its
meanderings N 825 T 26 poles to the vpper ond of the race wall al the cdge
of the river thence wiih ithe same 5 B0 3f4 E 24 poles 1o a thence 3
89k E 7.6 poles to vhat was formerly wernwaygs corner now the property of
___thence with the line of said last mentioned parties crossing the saw
mill daum K ¥24 E 4.7 poles to a peint in waid line at the Korth edge of
the Baw mill dam thence up the stone wall which bounds the same N B2%

W 15.3 poles to the keginning containing %ws Acres three rods and one
polesss” 20

i further idea of the products manufactured on Tract 4 may e ob-
tained from Schofield and Mauzy's notice of September, 1846

#pPCR SALE

The subscribers have for sale a stationary Engine and Boiler, of
eight horse power, which may readily ke run up to ten cr twelve. The
boiler is 24 feet long and 30 inches in diameter in the clcar. &lse,
& double Saw Kill, of Crosbey’s Patent, tocgelher with twe carriages,
Straps, and all the Irens belonging to gaid FMills, and two Circular
Saws, of about 24 inches in diamclér, and all the Straps helenginyg thereto,
Also one of Mr. John Wernwag's msse of Stavecutier and Jointers--the whole
of which will be scld low for cash or good paper . 21

Returning to the new factory being erected, the newspaper reported
on the progress of construction in January, 1847, writing:

SHARPERS-FERKEY WATER PCVWER o=~

That splendid water power at Harpers-Ferry, the hoast probably in this
country, next to Wiagara Falls is beginninhg te Le srought into use. A
large cotton factory, one hundred ty forty five feel in the clear, by four
stories in height, is being put up under the superintendence of Hr. Gid-
dings, for a company with a capital of forly thousand dollars. The ma-
chipery is being butlt by Dantorth, of Fatlerson, W. J. BSooner or later
that splendid water power mst come into use for general manufacturing.
It has long been waiting enly for some bold spirits to make 4 beginning.” 29

50, January 24, 1847, Deed of B. & 5., Deed Rook 32, p.432.

91, Yirginia Free Press, September 3, 184G, ped, c.d.

99, TIbid., January 7, 1847, p.3, c.2.
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The first annual report of the Company, issued in June, 1847, spore

of this construction as followst

"...The conmittee beg leave to state alse, that they made a CUrsory
examination of the Imilding and other works connected with the Factory,
and that they were highly gratified with the rapid process made in CYEry
depariment of the wors, The arrangements made for securing the sieady
and uniterrupted advancement of the work exhibits great prudence and
foresight, and the committee feel assured that they cannot spear in terws
too complimentary of the ability and suceess with which, so far, the
Frosicent has conuucied the various and complicated affairs of Lhe com-
PanY eua 23

In July the newspaper also reported: *The Harpers Ferry and Shen~
andoah Manufaciuring Company have nearly completed their Factory building,
and so areat is the confidence of those who have shares in the Company,

that in many instances they are purchasing additional stocs., The Company

owes a great desl of its success to the untiring industry of its Fresident,

24
JAMES GIDDIKRGS, Esq.™

The Smith Shops were apparently in operation in 1847, for in August
of that year George Wissinger advertised:
YELACKSHTTH WALTED:

I wish to ewmploy a Journeayman Blacksmith who iz of industrious habits,
and who understands couniry wors generally. To such & one likeral wages
will ko given. Virginius...* 23

On August 24, 1847, there occurred the sale of Tract Ho. ¢ 1o the
new company. ©On that day Jesse Schofield and wife, John Wernwag and

wife, and James Giddings sold Tract Ko. 4 to the Harpers Ferry and Shen—

andoah Manufaciuvring Company for $37,000. One-quarter of the sum was to

2%. V¥irginia Free Press, June 24, 1847, p.id, c.l.

24, Ibid,, July 8, 1847, p.2, c.4d.

25. Ibid., August 5, 1847, p.3, c.4.
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be paid in cash and the other three—fourths was to be paid in stocs of
the company. By this transaction the Company received tha following
four pieces of land:

21l that land situate on the Island of Virginius...which is bounded

as follows: vim: beginning at a stake in the niddie of the sircet, and
running thence South 1247 viest 10 poles and 22} links to the south side
of a stone wall, thence doun the same South E9f LCast 7 poles and § lings,
thence with the moanderings of the river 5 82' 207 E 9 poles and 12%
linis, thence S 83f E 5 poles, thence i &7F 45* £ 20 poles and 22% links
to three ashes on the end of the island, thence crossing the stream until
it intersects with the line of the United States, thence up the river with
the United States line to & sycamore, thence crossing the stream to a
point of a reck at the water’s edge, corner to k. VWagerfs (now the Win-
chester and Potomac Rail Company”s (Tract Ho, 3)) lot, thence, with the
gsaid Wager’s lins to a stake in the middle of the street, a corner to
said Wager’s lot, and thence up the micdle of the street to the begin-
ning, centaining three acres, e the same iore or less, being the same tract
or parcel of land which Jares Stublblefizld and wife by deed learing date
on the 28th day of Ducember, 1524, conveyen to Lewis Vernwag {ewcepting
and reserving, however a certain lot of land, part of the tract just de-
scriked, on which the said Jesse Schofield now resides—and which, by deed
hearing date tlay 25Th 1835 was conveyed to the said Jesse by Joseph L.
Smith end the said John Wernwag and targaret hiz wife-The said lot of
land soc reserved and excepted from the operation of this conveyance is
Lounded as follows, vizi peginning at a point in 1the main street or road
running through the said island of Virginiuns-running thence at right angles
with said street scuth, back teo the millrace-thence parallel with the
gtrect and at right angles with the last mentioned line forty feet down
the said millrace, thence at right angles with the said last mentioned
line, and parallel with the first, bac< to the sireet, thence with the
gaid street forty feei bace to the beginning-said corners on the street
are indicated by stakes driven in the gronnd, )-flso one other tract or
parcel of land, adjacent to the tract just described, and situale, lying
and being in said County of Jefferson, bounded as follows: Beginning at
a cedar stake, in the north edge of said Lewis wernwag®s Lnow said Scho-
field and John Wernwag’s) saw mill dam, thence N 7 3/4 E 4.4 poles to a
gtake in Fontaine Beckham's {(now Herr¥s) mill dam, thence up the same 3
63* W 12,5 poles to a small cedar at the south edge of said dam, thence
contimiing up the dam 5 8% W 23.6 poles to two saplings spouting out

of ono stump, thence 5 E27 W 12.5 poles to the Scuth post of the guard
gefe at the head of the island, thence S 45* W 7 poles to two ash sap—
lings, thence, 5 874’ E 11 poles Lo a pile of stones at the south cdoe

of the Island, thence econtinuing down the river with its meanderings H
824! E 26 poles to the upper end of the race wall, at the edge of the
river, thence with the same 5 80 3f4f I 24 poles — thence S 893* E 7.8
poles to sald Lewis wernwag’s (now said Jesse Schoficld and John Wern—
wag’s) corner, thence with his line crossing the saw mill dam H 124
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“#E 4,7 poles Lo a store wall in said line, at the north edge of the saw
(i1l deenethenee wp the stone wall which bounds the same W 8237 ¥ 15.3
poles 1o the beaginning, containing two acres, three rods and ohe pole-
being the sawe tract or parcel of tand which Fontaine Dechham and wife
and James Stubhlefield, by deed bearing dete the 23rd day of Harch 1830,
conveyed to Lewig Wernwag. Also all estate, right, title and interest

of the said parties of the first part...in and unto a gertain tract or
parcel of land, containing Forty acres, gituate in the said County of
Jefferson, including & part of the river Shenandoah, seme islands, rooecs,
& being the same tract or parcel of land, which, hy patent Learing date on
the 22nd day of fHoverbar 1834, was granted by the Commonweslth of Virginia
to Georce Stulklefield, and boundes according te the said watent as {ollows:
Leginning at & red elm tree standing on the seouth bank of the Shenandoah
River about 3 poles above Harding’s Ferry landing, thence crossing the
river W 5&' W 28 poles to an old sycauwcre stump, alsc a few poles above
the landing, and in a line of the stone wall ithhat incloses the United
States Lumber vard, thence up the river xeeping with said wall S 88'W

11 poles, # 587 W 11 poles, H 417 W 2.3 peles, Joseph L. Zmith & Co.

foot hridge to the Island, the course continues with a wall in all 20.8
poles to an old siooping sycamore tree, a patent corxner to the United
States land, thence keeping with the wall wilt by the United States cn
the margin of the river K 64¢ W 3.1 poles, thence N 78Lf W 1%.2 poles,
thence north half a pole to an elm tree at Mars® necessary, thence N

773* W O poles, bridge to Island fof Yirginius) continued in all 19.5
peles, thence W 80% W 7.5 poles to an elm tree standing in the wall,
thence W 82' W ©.5 poles to a locust, thence N 84 W 1ll.4 poles to a
Mulberry treqﬁ, thence 5 857 & 4.8 peles to a stocping sycamore, thence

S 74F W 13 poles to an angle in said wall opposite foot of steps belew
lock gate, thence S 187 E, crossing Loeat course 5.2 poles (passing 2
sycamorc lree near the waste gate from dam) to the dam, fhence up the
wall of the same passing the back of the large Ylaccsmiths shop 5 737

W 7.l poles to the 5. V. corner of the said shop, thenee throuch the k.
W. edge of the dam 5 23 W 20 poles to the second gpur of the guard wall
shove the inlet for water to the island, it being on the lower end of the
island on which stands Capt. Hall’s works, thence crossing the river S
3547 W about 7% peles to an iren bolt on the west sides of a large split
in a large rock, thence with the meanders of the river to the keginning-
(These boundaries are laid down on the 1844 majy) Alse six undivided
sevenths (the remaining seventh being the property of the heirs of Wern-
wag deceased} of one other tract or parcel of land situated, lying and
being in the said County of Jefferson and bounded as follows, viz. be
ginning at a stace at theage of a drain, thence 5 141 W 14.2 poles to

a rock, thence S 723 W 8.8 poles tv iferrington’s corner, thence S 324
W 6 poles to White's corner, thence 5 74z' W 13 poles, thence Wez kb
29,9 poles, thence S ¥7 3/47 E 20 poles to the beginning, centaining three
acres, one rood and thirty nine perches, be the same moere or less, being
the same tract or parcel of land which wasseld by George Howeles in his
1ife time to Lewis wWernwag, and of vhich a plat (which is now in tha
possession of the wgaid Harper’s Ferry ané Shenandoah Mamufacturing”
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#Company ) was maede Ly a certain A, H. Glaser, and ig herely referred 1o
for a wore particular desexviption (this last tract was located in South
Dolivar)...” 26

On RAugust 28, 1847, the Company alsc purchased from Jesse Schefield
and his wife for £1,600 most of Tract Lo. 3 (see page 83 of this repertl,
thus uniting Tracts Ke. 3 and 4 under a common ownership.

In Septemicr, 1847, the newspaper reporited:

o PRCIURY AT HARFERS-FLERTY.

Ve made a hasty examination on Tuesday last, of the fine huilding
erccted on the Island of Virginius, under the direction of James Gid-
dings, for the new Cotton Famufacturing Conpany. The building is 100
feet by 45 in the clear, four stories high, and built in the most sub—
stantial and elegant manncr, The machinery will ke in operaticn in
& fow months.a.” 27 .

In March, 1848, the following advertizement appeared:

#T0 DRV GIUDS HERCHARYE,

The underaigned would rospecifully call the attention of Merchants
to the article of YARD-wIDE SHEETILG & SHIRTIKGS, now mamufaciured by
the Harpers-Ferry and Shenandoah Hanufacturing Cempany at Harpers- For-
Iry.

He believes that the goods of their Hill to ke fully equal to any
manulactured in the country, and therefore coliciis the attenticn of
pFurchasers.

The contiguity of the ill teo the Baltisecre & Chio Failroad, the
Winchester & Potomac Kailroad, and the Chesapeaire & Chio Canal, will
enable the undersigned to fill orders for any portion ef VWestern Vir-
ginia with promptness, and at less than Baltireore prices. He would
ask Ferchants to give these goods a trial befocre purchasing clsewhere,

W. GIDDIRGS,
Agent for the Harpers-Ferry & Shen, Man.
Co,™ 28

This notice, of course, Iindicates that the new catton mlll was in
full production by March, 1848.
25, Deed of B. & S., August 24, 1847, Deed Boox 30, pp.178-1B81, also
on Peel 11, V. 3, pp.252-26].

2%, Viroinia Freoe Press, September 15, 1847, p.3, c.l.

25. Ibid., March 11, 1848, p.3, <.3.
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The same day the newspaper also reported:

HANCTINR PAPER FACTORY.

It has bacn intimated that a Company will Le shortly forred for the
erection of a Faper Factory on the Island of Yirainius, Harpers~Ferry,
contiguous to the presept Colion Factory. The aclive head of the Cote
ton Pactory, Jawes Giddings, Feq., has encrqy of charseter ard indomni-
takle prrseveronce, and we have little doubt of his entire success in
reariag another edifice deveted to mamufocturing purposes.

This, with the one proposed to be erccted Ly Mr, Eltlis, a short
dlsltance above Harpers Perry, will rendsr ocur County quite a paper
mart.” 2%

This proposed bulilding, as we shall see, wWdas completed in July, 1849,

and was actﬁally utilized as a second Cotton Factory,

In October, 1848, however, certain dari financial clouds dppeared
on the horizon, On Octeber 5, 1848, Eichard Parker, John Koleor, and
A. H. Herr reported o the Borad of Dircctors of the company:

"The wndersigred to whom was referred the resolution of the Poard of
Hay 1, 1848, directing them to arrange and settle all matters in refer—
ence 1o the rivhis and titles of the real estaic hoeleonging to this come
pany, and to receive, have sxeouted and recorded the propoer evidences
thereol, beg lcave to repori, that a decd cunveying to the Companv in
fee simple the property purchased Ly it from Jesse Schofield and John
Wernwag was on the 24th of fAugusit of last year sealed and aornowl edgad
by all the grantors-but has not yet keen deliversd te the Company, nor
recorded becanse of this diffieulty of mafing the paymenis arising from
the faect that Jchn Wernwag, one of the Grantors, had several years aca
executed a mertoage or deed of trust 1o Josiah Pemnington of Zaltimare
upon his interest in said property. This debt thus made an ineunkrance
upon this property amounts to the svm of Six thousand Dellars, with in-
teresl thereen from the 1st day of July last, And heing entirely the
debt of said John lernwag, it is, in the opinion of this Committee Lut
proper that it should be thrown exclusively upon John Wernwag and his
interest in the cash and stocs te e paid for the said property, pro—
vided the Company can he rendered secured and not exposed to cmbarrase-
ment by so doing.”

28, Nirginia Fiere Press, March 11, 1848, p.2, c.l.
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# Tuo Thousand Dellars, part of said mortgage dekt, has been called fox
by Mr. Penningten, and the President of this Corpany is now about 1o pay
1the sum cut of thoe cazh payvment 1o be made to Schofield and lernwag, and
the undersigned feel assured that, ky imcedng the interest runcetwally, the
repainder of said delt will net be roguired for a reasonable time, and if
called for Ly lr. Feaninoben, its amount wounld Yo readily advanced by any
one having meney to invest, who would tawe an assignment ol the security
to himself, #And from ihis, the commlttec is of the opinicn, that the
Company would e perfeoctly secured from loss on ceoecunt of this debt of
the alowe named ipcumbrance, Ly retaining ia it own aceccunt for jits so-
curity frem the sum to e paid in cash by it, the sum of Twenty two

kg L

[

il

1

hondred deilars, and from the stoc: 1o be delivered by it Forty eight Tundred |

dollars=Thus reserving scven thousand dellars o meet an ineurbwyance of
Six thousand Dellars. And whereas the proportions, in which the cash and
the stock agreed to be paid and delivered to the said Scheficld and Wern-
wag shal}l be divided ketween ilem, has ixen fixed and agreed on by said
Schofield and Werwwag, and this Commiltee thinks that the amounts alove
proposed to Le retained should be deducted exclusively from the share of
gaid John Wernwac-is that &he entive amsunt of cash to be paid and of
stock to be delivered to Jesse Schefield may ke paid or issved and de-
livered to him, so that no further diffienlty may exist to stay the de-
livery of the deed aforesaid te this Company. Heow this Comaittee recous—
mend to the Board that the =zaid sum of Twenty Twe Hundred Dollars in cash,
and Forty Eight Iundred Dellars in Stock, ke retained by this Company, out
of the cash to be paid, and the sicci to be delivered to said John Fern-
wag, to mect the said debt frem his te said Perningier—and that the re-
sidue of the cash payment and of the ‘stocx payment ke settled with the
parties sl once, taking care thai not mere than Thirty Thousand Dollars
in cash and stegi e paid or delivered on account of this said property-
and also that the conveyance aforesaid be at the same time delivered fo
the Company, so that it may Le duly recorded,..” 30

On Hovembzr 9, 1848, to secure 10,000 borrowed from Abraham Herr,
the Company put into trust with William T. Daugherty three tracts of land,
Tract Ho. 4 conveyed by Jesse Schofield and John Wernwag on August 24,
1847, Tract Ke. 3 as conveyed by 3chefield on fugust 22, 1847, and omne
frem John W. ioler that was recorded in Deed Book Ho., 2% on page EEG.JI
30, Reel 131, Y.3, pp.376-377.

31, Deed cf Trust, Hovember 9, 1B4E, Deed Book 30, pp.B1l7-6149.
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On January 1, 1645, the Company also reeceived from Richard Parker,
Speorial Compalssiener in the case of Jesse Sehofield & uife and John

Wernwag & wife werus the heirs of George Rowles, the deedio the undiviced
33
Bix—seventh interesi in the lot in Bolivar.

The money borrewed of Herr in Hovenber, 1848, may have been uscd
to constract a new factory on Tract Ho. 4. In any event, the noew factory
ruilding was completed in July, 1849, as the newsﬁnper reporteﬂ at that
time:

AYALLEY COTTCH FRCTCRY,
HARPERS-FERRY .

We paid a flying visit to this esiablishment on rriday last, which
has just commehiced operations under ihe charge of ilessrs. JUANEROUGH &
JOHsE0U, This factory is capalble of manufacturing 400 lbs, of Cotten
yarn, 1100 lbs of Batting, and 40 lks. of Candle wice per day. The
Lujlding is of hriexz, 4 stories high~-57 by 48 feei in the clear., The
Hachinery consists of scven Carders, four Spinning frames (called the
Danforth Cap Frame,) two Feels, and Warning Hill, &c. Thiz estaplishe
ment employs some of the best and most cxperiensed hands new in this
country-—some of them from establishementis ia Manchestecr, tngland.

It is to e hoped that these enierprising genilemen will find ready
sale for their varn, &o., as we believe, from inspsction, their articles
will compare advantageously with these of any other in this country.——
Let Ferchants and cthers of the ¥Valley, give them a trial, and we doubt
not they will be fully compenzated,..” KT

The new firm itself advertised:

#NOTICE
VALLEY MILLS, HARPERS-FERLEY, VA.

The subscribers are happy in being able to inform the peeople residing
in the ¥alley of ¥Yirginia and surrcunding ccuntry, that they have in full
operation thelr COTTCH MILL, and are now manwfacturing all Nos. of Cotten
Yarns used by the woollen manufacturers and planters, warped and sigod in
the panner used by them.

Our machinery is new and of the most irproved Iind; made by Charles
Duffield, of Paltterson, Hew Jerscy. We have spared no pains or expensc
in having it fitted wp in the best manner, and feel Justified in saying

33, Resl 11, Y.3, pp.271-274, Deed Door 30, p.217.

3. Yirginis Free Press, p.2, c.3.Autdzvi
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“that we can manufacture as Ggood an article aforcsaid as any M1l in
the Country, having the most experienced mon and oporatives,
Wa hope the eitizens of the Valley and surrounding eountry will
give us their patronage to promote the spirit of enterprise egun in
thiz part of Virginia, that has szo long remained dormant i lh suck facilities
in her power. Merchants beforc going cast will find it te f{heir ad-
vantage 1o give uz a call and exacine our stociz, as we manufacture
Cotton yarn, Warp, Eatting, Candle wicking, &e. STANEROGGH & JOHLsCn.» 35

Cornelivs Johnson and Ira Stanbrovgh conlinued to opcrale the
36
Valley Factory through 1850, In dMay, 1850, James Ciddings was again

elected president of the Barpers Ferry and Shenandoah Hanufacturing
Company; members of the Board of Directors at that time were: ©, Fage,

J. H. Funkle, John Holer, A, Rhuleran, %, F. Alexandria, V. A. Mo
37
Cormick, John Yates,

In April, 1850, A. 5. Ruddeck advertised:

IO TIE PUDLIC
LUMIER FCR SiLE.

The subscriler has rented the Saw-iYill on the Isdand at Harpers-
Ferry, called the wWernwag Mills, and has on hand 40 to 50,000 foot
of Pipe Plank for sale, from MNaked Creeir, Pige County, BSaid Lugber
iz fit for use, the greater share of it being ¥iln-dried, and is of
Firgt-rate quality, Also, on hand, a large quantity of Timber Untsawed,
to fit bills of nost any dgimension, from one foot up to two in thici-
and from twenty 1o sixty feet in length. Persons wishing hills of
lunber, will have them attendsd to atb short notice, Farmers wishing
sawing dene for their own ugse, will Le accommodated as soon as they
will bring their logs to the mill..

N.B. The subscriber wilil always Le found at his office on the
Izland te attend to calls.” u

9. Nirginia Free Press, August 2, 1849, p.&, c.z2.

36. DeedSof Trust in Deed Ecalr 31, January 4, 1850, p.4; Jamuary 3,
1850, pp,4+-5; January 10, 18530, p.B; Janvary 11, 183G, p.7.

37, ¥irginla Pree Press, Hay 9, 1850, p.2, c.3.

38. Ilid., fpril 25, 1850, Ead, .1,
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John Wernwag apparently leased the machine sliop from the Company
for in fuegust, 1850, he advertised for sale "IN SA5H FASTEVLRS,
mamifactured Ly Wernwag of Harpers FErry."og

Data on the people who lived and worked on the Island of Vir-
ginius in 1830, will e found in the Recerds of the Census of 1850,
Yolume 12, pp.806~810 [on microfilm reel 10, Volume 2, pp.98-103).
Approximately 186 persons were living in 31 dwelling houzes on the
Island in 1850, Hany of these pceople were from the Horth and some
_from England., |

In 1830 the Harpers Ferry and Shenandeah Manufacturing Company.
threw & dam across the Shenandoah Eiver, and construected # new river
wall, as shown on the 1848-185] map at the end of this chapter, This
construction is revealed by cerrespondence betwesn Fajor Svnington
and Gencral Talcott of the Ordnance beFartmcnt in January, 185}, ovexr
the damage being caused to the waler wheels of the rifle factory on
the island abwove Virginiws by hackwater from the new daﬁ. The aovern-
ment went to court to foerece the ccmpany to mace sdjustments in the dam
to correct this situ&tinn.4n

In April, 18%1, President James Giddings advertisecd:

HROTICE,

FCR RLKT, THE LARGE 24w MILL, AT
FARPERS-FERRY, VA.

J9. ¥ircinia Free Press, August 9, 1830, p.l1, c.l.

40. Hational Archives, Brig. Genl. Ges. Talcott to liajer Symingion,
January 11, 1831, EReel 19, V.5, p.444; Symingten to Talestt, Jamuary
15, 1831, Keel 24, ¥.3, pp.287-288; Talecott io Secretary of war Conrad,
January 16, 1851, Reel 20, V.)l, p.70. Conrad to John O, Clark, Solici-
tor of the Treasury, January 21, 1851, Reel 14, V.12, p.1172; Talcott
te Symington, Jamwary 25, 1B5), Fcel 195, V.3, p.446. Symingten to Tal-
cott, April 23, 1851, Kecl 24, V.4, pp.547-348. Taleott to Symington,
April 24, 18%1, Reel 19, V.5, pp.456-457; and Symington to Talecott, HMay
1, 1851, Reel 24, V.4, p.354. :
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On November 22, 1848, in purcuance of the recommendation of the
Comnittee Lo the Board ef Directors of the Harpers Yerry and Shenan-
doah Mamifacluring Company, James Gicdings, Jesse Schofield and John
Viernwag were induced to sign the following document:

Mpon a scitlement of the accounis of the Harpers Ferry & Shenare
doal Hamifacturing Company with Jesse Sehofield and Jochn Wernwag Tor
the parchase of the real property purchased by it froem them on the
island of ¥irginius and in Eslivar, made this 22nd day of HWovanber 1B4 -
There is found due from the Company on account of said purchase in eash
Geoven Thousand and Fifty oliars-and in stock Eichteen Thouzand Two
Hundred and Filty Dollars-of which cash we direct said Company to pay Lo
James Giddings Three Thewsand Five Bundred and Fifty Three Dollars forty
cents (53554,4C)-~and the halance of said cash, being Threc Thousand Four
Hundrad and MNinty Six Dellars sixty cents ($3496,60} is to be paid to
Jesse Schofield-of the stoo: Seven Thousand Dollars will e delivered to
fames Giddings and the palance ther-of; being Eleven Thousand apd Two
Hundred and Fifty Dollars, to Jesse Scehefield.

This seltlement embraces the swun aif Four Mhougsand Light Hundred Dollayvs
in stocks, and Two Thousand Lwo Hindred Dollars in cash, together mazing
the one sum of Seven Thousang Dollars, retained Ly the Company 10 meet &
pmortgage or incumbrance granted some YEars ade, (and now ior Six Thousanc
Dollars with interest from +he first day eof Uctober last,) Ly John Wern-
wag to Joaisa Penningten of Baltimore-This debt of £6,000 is to be paid by
the Company- and the gaid sum of Seven Thensand is retained by it to pro—
vide against less., In this settlement John Ternwag 1s alse charged with
the sam of Four Fundred Forty Three Dollars two cents ($5449.02) the &
mount appearing against him on the bocks of the Coppany-leaving now a
delt From him to said Company, exclusive aof all matters introguced into
this scttleoment, of One Hundred and Forty dine Dollars forty seven ana
& half cents-which sum 18 charced to him on the ooes of this Corpany
as of this date,

The said cash to ke paid to said Giddings and to said Schofield shall
have interest at 6 per cent per anmm from the 1st day of April 1847,

This seltlement has becn made by us the day aforesaid, and was exceplted,
and hersoy take it as a Eull settlement of all mmatiers relating to saic
joint real property purchased by said Company of salid Wernuag & SchoTield.
In testimony whoreol we hereunio set our hands the day & year first here-
in written, the said James Giddings, Presiocent of said Company being
authorized so to do by an order made by the Board of Direclors of said
Company on the l2th day of Octoner 1548, .. 12

49, Teel 11, V.3, pp.275-277.
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“This #Mill has a Circular and set of Latlic Saws attached. The
Mill will eut lumber 50 to 60 feet lang and is in good wurking order.

aAlso, twe LARGE RUCHS, 45 by 0 feet, and 11 fect betweon stories,
With water povier for any sind of rachinery. This location iz well a-
dapted for a Weollen Fill, or Cotlon and Voollen mixed...” 4)

Cn Geptember 4, 1851, the Company put all of the pProperty purchaszed

from Jesse Schofield and John Wernwag on fugust 24, 1847, into trust with

Ceorge B. Beall to sccure $5,000 awed the Bank of the Yalley at Charles
52
Tovm. Thizs event apparently maried the begcinning of the end for the

company and the firm was seon involved in court action.

4 general meeting of Stoekholders of the Company was held on the
Island of Yircinius on Felbruary 19, 1852, Cfficors of the Company at
this time were J, M, Iunkel, President, and the Directors were: A, B.
Hanson, James Giddings, Calvin Page, John linler, Geocrge DB. Beall, U,

B, Rlexander, ¥. C. ¥cCormick, Adam Chulman. ¥r. Abrabam i. Herr wes
43 )
Secretary.
At this meeting it was apparcnily decided to sell the property,
for on April &, 1852, Seecretary 4. H, Herr advertised:
"POR SALE: EXITESIVE REAL LSTATE, WAYER PCWER
ARD FACTORY AT HARPELS FERRY.
On May 19, 1852,

“w. The Inprovements consist in part, of two Yarge Bricc Factory
Puildings, designated lo. ) and No. 2, of the most perrmanent character.
Hoo 1 is 104 by 48 Feet, and Ho. 2 60 by 49 rezt, Lkoth Ffour Stories and
Tin Roofs..,C/e gquote here ealy the section about the second facteory as

this information is cmitted from the adverti zement that follows and
vwhich is quoted in fullg#

41, Nirginia Free Press, April 4, 1851, .3, c.d.

42. Deed of Trust, September 4, 1651, Deed Boowx 32, Fp.ol-51, alsc
Reel 11, ¥.3, pp.247-251, Also Deed of Trust, Septemler 4, 1851, to
Lows, Deed Boox 32, pp.o22-53,

43, Nirginia Pree Press, Pebruary 12, 1852, p.3, c.Z.
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PEACIOHT 0. 2Y
" .Two storics, leaged and occupied for the mamifacture of Cotlon
yarnz, chba,
., Jhe aggresate annual rent now receiving is 1,020, 44

The Cirouit Superior Comrt fur Jefferson County, lowever, inter.
vened to preveal the sale in Hay, 1832, Iat ordexced sweh a sale to be
held in January, 1853. The notice of the Court sale gives us our Tullest
description of Tract Ko. 4 in 1852 and we, therefore quote it in fuwll:

wSALE OF VALUACELE VATER-POWER
ALD
FaCI0REY PROIERTY,
AT HARFERS-FLERY, YA.
VIDER DECKLE OF COURT.

By Virture of a Decree of the County Courlt of Jefferson, rendered at
the NWovember term, 1552, in the chancery cause therin depending Letween
E. B. Davidson & Harris, plaintiffs, and the Farpers-Ferry and Shenan—
doah Manufacturing Conpany, the undersigned, as Special Conmissioners
appointed in said deerse, will procced to gell, at public auctien to
the hichest bidder, on Saturday, the 22nd day of January next, 1803,

ALL TiE IROFZRIY,

FEAL ERD PRRESCHAL,
on the Island of Virginius, beleonging te or in the pessession of gaid
Mamufaeturino Company, embracing as to the real estate about six acres
of land, &e., situated on said isliand, adjoining Harpers-Ferry, with
its appurtenant Water-Pouer.

THIS WATER POWTE, if properly develeped, is capable of driving al-
most an unlimited amount of machinery.

The improvescnts copsist in part, of a large BRICY FRCTORY DUJILDING,
of the most permancnt characier, 104 by <& fest, four stories high, vith
tin roof.

TMwe Factory is filled with the most approved machinexry; built by
Charles Danforth. of Lew Jerscy, in 1848, to wit:

CARDILG DEPALTHLLT.

One Pattent (sie)] Cotton Cpener and Cleaner, new; 2 Pickers for
double operation; 18 thirty-six inch Carding Engines, with railway
and heads attached; 3 Fatent Drawing Frames, very supericr; & Double
Eollcr Deam Specdors.

SPINNING DEPARTHEET

18 Frawes, each 132 Spindles--2,376.

44, Virginia Free Press, April 8, 1832, p.3, C.la
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MDRESGZLNG DEPARRTIOET

4 Pregsing Frames, with Copper Siteam heavers; 6 Cradle Warpors,
new, Leslt class.

WEAVI NG DERARTTENT.

87 Looms, 87 of which arc now in operation, for 4-4 Sheetinos,
drivea by twe aew iren Turbine wheels, o fecot 10 inches in diameter
each, [rom ihe Establisluent of E, C. Kilkurn & Co., Fall River, Mas
sachuselts,

Ircn Shafting, Gearing and Pullies of the mosi ammroved Finish,
with Composition Boxes.

OUne Cloth Press; 1 Seraper and Brush Hachine, Banding lMachines;
Lathe and Tools for Roller covering, &c.

EEPATE SRCF.

One new 12 feoot iron Wurning Engine Lathe, with Serew apparatus
attached. OUne ditto ditte land Lathe.

The Factory iz heated by steam with pipes, on the most approved
plan,

Thera is an Cifice, Siore Noom and vWaste House attached to the
Factory.

Thegs further inprovements are a STGEE FACHIEE LHCF, 20 by 30
feet, 3 slories high, leascd and occupied {FAOTORY EC. 2 is ommitted
in this accountd

& 8AW FILL, 100 hy 36 fect, weather boarded, with iron dater-

Wheel and occupiced by the Conpany.

A two slory BRICH BULILDING, cecupied Ly the Coppany, as a Store.
Four large DVELLTLG HCUSLES, tue steries, stone and rough casi: Five
BRICL TESEIERTSI, two stories; and five WOIDEN COTLNGLSE, one and a
half sicries.

A more detailed description of sajid property is deemed unnecessary,
as those who may desire o purchase will doustloss corefully exacmine
the property for bhemselves-—it iz believed however that such an opper-
tunity for profitasle inwvestirent in manwfacturing property has rarely Lf
ever lxeh offered in the United States. A, H. Herr, Esg., residing on
the island, will show the propises to any one desiring e purchase,

The winchester and Polomac Rallroad runs ithrough ithe premises, and
within 100 yards of the Factory-—{ims offering every facility for trans-
portation.

Texmns of Sale, by direction of said decree, are as follows, 1o wii:
One~fourth of the purchase noney cash on the day of the sale, and the
roesidue in three equal annual pavments, cach deferrod to bear interest
from the date of sale, and to ke gecared oy the bonds of the purchaser, and
a deed of trust upon the premises, so drawn as te secure the payment of
each instelment (sic) as they respeciively lecome due,

Sale to taxe plzce con the premises at arocuwt 12 ofeleock, H,, of the
day above mentioned, AHDREM WTDR,

cpecial Commissioner.” 15

4%. ¥irginia Freoe Press, December 9, 18532, p.3, c.d.
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Thus in April, 1852, Tracts kKo, 3 and 4, which were owned by the
Harpers Ferry & Shenandoah Mannfacturing Cepgsany, centained twe coltion
Ffactories, cne saw mill, one machine shop and 15 dwelling housos or a
total of 19 kuildings. %The description of Factory Fe, 2 in ithe April
CBy 1852, advertisement and its aumission in the Decowmiber, 1852, notice
probably indicates that the Factery erccoted in 1849 was destroyed in the
great fleood of April 18, 18542,

FLOODS AT HEakFELS FelkDY, 1840-165E

Beforce considering the 18451851 map, we shall first present the
evidence availalle on fleoeds that streck the Islard of Viyginius and
Harpers Ferry <uring the period 1845 to 1852, Two minor and ohe major
flood struck this areca in that period,

On heoveml:er 5, 1E84E, the newspaper reported:

#IEAVY RAILS-~HIGH WATERS

The fall of rain on Saturday, Sunday and Monday last was constiant,
and at fimes heavy. The sun has been obscured entirely sinece Prida,
with the =xgeption of a ray or two that darted through sore misty
clouds on MHonday afternoon. We have greal fear that the heavy fall of
water will be productive of an imasense deal of damages alonwr the variows
water courses, The Potomae and Shenandozh rivers were rising rapidly
on “uesday afternoon, and a gentleman whe has lived all his life near
the Potomac, states that it was within twe feet of ithe highest water
mark, when he lefi, and was then ravidly rising, at the rale of a foot
an hour.

F.S5. The water of the Shenandoah and Potomac are doing a orcat deal
of injury at ¥Farpers Ferry. Families have boen driven from their homes,
which were almost compleiely inundated.

The water is inee ceep in a portion of Shenandoah street, and some
Five or zix feet in the kitchen of Capt, Abell of the UL 5. iotel (CGrnich
was located on Lots Woo 6, 7 and part of B in the Vager Ferry Lot

Wa left Harpors=Perry at nine ofclocis on Tuesday night; the waler
wasz within a foot of the Rail Road Jridge, and still sleowly risino——
about two inches an hour. CUreat fears are enlertained for its safety.

We learxn from passengers in the Curmborland train, that the small
wvater courses further up the Peotemac are higher than ever lLefore known,
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#and when we taicoe into consideration that this water is yot to pass
down, it may well strengihen ihe fears Loy the safely of the Kail-
Foad Bridge at Harpers—irerry.

Yie have not heard of any loss of life.” 45

The railroad bridge, however, was nol destroyed. The second rinor
flosd oecurred in Hovember, 1847, The newspapers reporied of this

evaent s

SMHTGH WATER AGATN!

The heawy rains of last week caused the Shrnandeah Kiver to rise
higher thanr during the memorable freshet of Cctober last. Its effect
at Harpers-Ferry, howsver, was not half as dicastrous as during the
great rise of the Potomac in Ceteber. The last named river was gquite
high, but fortunately not in proportion te that of the Shenandcah,

_In scre of the shops copnscied wWith the Armovy tusiness wdaxz suspended

for & short time, in consecuence of lhe irnundation, and many of the
cellars of houges were Filled, partieularly on Shepandoah street, where
many families were compelled te leave their dwelling and seex shelicer
elsevwhere.

We Hould suggest to the authoritics at larpers-Terry, whether it
would not be right and proper to make an abatement jn the rent of thoze

(Artiory dwellingd) liouscs on Shenandeah Street, owned v the Goveranent,

in view of the great losses the accupants are censtantly supjected to,
the disadvantages they labor under, and incenvenience experienced in
removing so fregquently From their howes; besides, the expense and labkor
attendant upon a proper cleansing and ventilation of the several pre—
mises. Certainly, such a reduction ecould net be viewed in any other
light than mest commendable and praise worthy.” 47 .

Bents on the Goverament Dwelling Houses located on Shenandeoah
Street were remitted by the Armory to their employees on this occasion
48
for ene-quarter of the year.

The majer flecd of this peried straek Harpers Ferry on April 18,

1852; the newspaper described it as follows:

46. WYirginia Free Press, Hovember 3, 1846, p.d, c.l.

47, Ibid., December 7, 1847, p.i, c.b,
48. Snell, Charles W., "Historic Building Feport, Fart I and II, for

Bldyg, No. 4B,-an Armcrerfs Dwelling House, Cctoker 31, 1958, p.105 and
also remitted in 185Z.
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SORERT [RESHET ET I'ARPERS-FERKY.
Cur county has leen visited hy an awful calamity.--The oldest inkabi-
tants never Lefore wilnessed such a rise in thke waters of the Potoumac

and Shenandoah river.—~The inundation came upon us lixe an avalancho--suddon

unexpected and overvheloing.

Tt commenced raining about 4 ofelock F.l. on Saturday last, and con-
timied without intermission, antil Tuesday at neen. Lt fell, hewever, so
gently that noe one anticipated more than an ordiaary swelling of the
streams. on Honday, fearful forbodings kegsn to ke entertained by the
now sorely striccen inhal:dtants residing neor the junction of the tws
rivers, Lut still there was ne dread that the “hich water-mares,” known
for a century--would hecome submeroed--that the ever memer alble freshet
of 1847, would ke a purling gtreas, compared with the angry, terribkls
and devastating torrent that was quicily to rush upon then, drive them
from their firesides and leave their habitatjions leok afar, lixe islands
dotted over the seza, There was no theught or expectation like this, and
consequently no extraordinary effort made to remove their household oi-
feet, even theiyr teod and garments, cut of reach of the destructive ele-
menit,

DOy Tuesday merning che swireets of Rarpers Ferry, had become channels
for mighty rivers, and the second and third stories and heouse-tops,
resting places for its di streszed inhabitants.

Boats, gondolas and rafts were brouwght into requisition to remove
many families irom their cherished homes to the neighboring hills, where
they rcould keheld, with frightful minds and sore hearts, their cvery
earthly comfort become a prey io the ™unbridled flead.” who, unless
his heart were made of stone, could witness scerts like these and not
shed tears of bleood? ™

...pErscns weye Lorne {ntc eternity upon the troubled kosem of this
imland ocean. Two Tamiiies were heard at midnieht, amid the din of this
war of elements crying for help, rut Lefore morning’s dawn, their habita-
tiong werc no mere to ke seen--having been carried away by the resisi-
less current.

1f there ever was a time when it shonld become the vitizens of
Jefferson--the acknewledged garden spot of this good old Commonweal th-—
to give substantial evidence of their charity, of their ghilanthropy,
of their humanity, in a word, of the possession of these noble traits
of character which should adorn t+ihe character of human heing formed
after the image of their Maker, THAT TIKE HA5 CCHME, Then will He, whose
atflictive disponsation brought on these woes, reward them ten fold.

P,5.--The destructicn of property is beyond all description. Lvery
house oh Shenandcah and Peotomac =treets was almost entirely subme roode-—
the water being six feet higher than at any olher pericd within the
recalleclion of man. ALl the nridges zave oneg, ©0L the Winchester kail
Road from Shenandeah City te the Forry, ltogether with the trestle work,
and a portion of the road is gone-—also the bridge leading the Herz’s Mill
{the bridge to the l1gland of Virginius from the mainlangl. Great damage
has also been done to the Chesapeaxe and Ohio Canal. Although the water
was up te the Folomac Bridge, yeot it withstood the tide, and is gafe,”
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#The loss of properiy belonging te the U.D, Armory, as well as to
private cilizens, cannat at preseut be estimated, lut is very creat.
Ve will endeavor next woer to give particulars,

We trust eur Representative in Congreoss will make an effort to
procure an appropriation for the relief of the artizans of Harperus-
Ferry. 7They are part and parcel of the government; and they should
not Le pexmitied to sustain the heavy losses without remuneration.” 4G

SUMLAEY ARHD 1848 KAP

This sunmrary has been prepared by comparing James M. Brown's
1844 map of the Island of Virgiafus with 3. Hu%@l Brownfs 1848 "Map
of Harpers Ferry-Prepared in compliance with Letter to Major Symington,
April 22, 1848," and both naps supplenented with evidence from the
documentary sources presented in this chapter. The criginal of the
1848 map (reproduced in the Harpers Ferry Master Flan as Drawing Ho.
Wr-IF 3¢D0)} bears evidence cof havingrbeen propared by twe different
hands and at different dates. The guestiens of by whom and when, are
of course, of some importance. The answer to these questions has now been
solved, All of the original of the 1848 map drawn and lettered in bhlacx
ink {Legend Ko. 1 to 42 inclusive, plus letters B to Z on Drawing Uo.
HF 3000} was prepared in 1848 by 5. H, Frown and showd conditions as of
1848. A1l features, letiers, and rumbers drawn on the original map in
red ink {or Legend ¥o. 43 to No. 51 on Drawing Ho. NI&-FF 3000) were
added Ly Major Jehn Symington, Superintendent of the Armery, im Jaruary,
1851, to show how the new dam in the Shenandeah River was causing a

50
hackwater that was injuring the water wheels of the Hall kifle Factory.

49, Virginia Free Press, fApril 22, 1852, p.2, <.l.

50, Brigadier General George Taleott to Major Symington, Janvary 11,
1851, Peel 19, V.3, p.444. Symincten to Talcott, Janvary 15, 1851,

Keel 24, V.3, pp.287-288.
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Thes this mep shows conditieons gencrally in llarpers Ferry as of 1548
and in relation to the Island of VYirginius in particular, is amended
and corrected down to January, 1851. In sddition, the two mills, drawn
grudely in red pencil on the rriginal 1848 map, over Bldg, 20, 21, #2
at the Hall Rifle Factory, and Bldg, Wo, 11 in the Musket Factory traet
{or on Drawing No. NM-HF 3006 over Bldgs. Ko, 39 to 41 and over Uldo.
Yo, lfj, were added to the original map after 1869, |

TRACT HO, 1 '— The Iron Foundry Lot: (Five blue colored luildings as

in 1844) Cwned in 1852 by Hagh Gilleece and Alexander Brown.

Bldg. No. l: Iron Foundry (An oil m4i1) standing in 1834 that was con-

verted inte an iron foundry in 1835 by ¥r, Gilleecel.

Bldg, Ho. 26: A chopping mill (erected by Hugh Gillesce in 1gai).

Bldg. Meo. 24: Prokably a gwelling house (standing in 1834).

Rldw, Ke. 25: Probably a stable or small shop [standing in 1834).

Bldg, MNo. 27: A large dwelling house {standing in 1834},

TRACT %0, 2 - The ®Islang Mi11s” Flour Will Let: (Two red colored

buildings} Owned in 1B32 by Abraham R, Herr.

Rldg, No. 2: The large stone flour mill known as the "Island Mills®,

constructed by Luther I. Cox in 1840,

Bldg, No. 22: A dwelling house (standing in 1834}).

Bldgs. H and G, shewn on the 1844 map, are not shown on the 1848 map.

It 15 prckbable, however, from the census of 1850, that there was actually

a second dwelling housze standing on the property in 1848 even though this

kmilding is no delineated on the 1848 map.

TRACT LO. 3 and 41 (17 orange colered buildings on the map) From
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decumentary sources, however, it 1s kaown that Lthere werp 19 Ludledings
on the property in 1858, These lwo tracts werce ownod Ey the Harpers
Ferry and Shenandoah Manufaciuring Company in 1552,

Bldg. Xo, 3: Saw Mill, 100 by 36 feet, weather boarded, with iron

water wheel [=tanding in 18347,

Cldo., e, 4: Stone Huachine Shop, three stories high, 50 lw 30 fect

{standing in 1534).

Bidg, Ko. 5: Cotton Pactory erected in 1849, B0 by 49 feet, brick
building four stories high, with Tin Hoof. Frobably destroved in

flood of April, 1852,

Fldg. ko, 6: Cotion Factory erected in 1847, 104 by 48 feet, four
stories high and uilt of brick on stonc foundation, tin recf. PFactory

heated by steam and lighted with gas.

Bidg, Mo. 7: Frame house (probably standing in 18340,

Bldg., No. 8r Smith Shop (standing in 1834).

Bldg, te. 9 and 10: FKemoved in 1849 to malie way for construction of

Cotlen Factory-Eldg. Lo. 5.

Bidg, ko. 11: Frame carriage house {standing in 1844},

Bldg, koo 12: Frame House, two stories, brice filled (prokakly standing

in 1834),

Bldg. Yo, 33: Frame house, one story, krick filled and rough east

(prokbably standing in 1834),

Blda..No. 14: B frame housc, one story, brick f£illed and rough cast,

{probably standing in 1834},
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Bl1dg. Ra, 15:

lea34,

Lido, Ho. )Gz

1834, hole:

Bldg., He. E)t

house.

Blde, lo, 233

(Tract 3) Two family stone stuccoed house, standing in

(Tract 3} One family stone stucgoed hoase, standing in
Depot of W. & B R.E. Co, moved from Tract 3 in 1847.

Single brick Swelling house {prokakly standing in 1834},

A double brick dwelling house {probably standing in 1834},
Small brici dwelling house {probably standing in 1834).

{not shown on 1844 map) probably a two story brick dwelling

A small frame dwelling house (standing in 1834).

Dam: Acrass Shenandoah erected by Company in 1850,

Eridge: Island te mainland destroyed in flood of 1832,

TRACT FU. 2=

Bldg. He. 17:

{one purple colored tuilding).

& two story krick dwelling house. Fouse and lot ovmed and

gceupied in 1858 Ly Jesse 3Schofield,

The 184651 map shows 25 kuildings Leing located on the Island of Virginius

in 1851. Docunentary 30UICes, however, indicate that there were prokably

at least 28 buildings eoh the islend in 1832.

Hote: Dldg., Mo, 21 on 1848 ¥ap: The following data probably relates io

House o, 21:

OO ISSI0NER ‘S SALE .

Under the authority of a decree of The Circuit Superior Court of Law
and Chancery for the ecunty of Jofferson, Tehder in a cause depending in
said Court, wherein G, W. Sappingten and others are plaintifis, and James
E. Wilkins and others are defandants, I shall, as & Commi ssicher appoint—~
ed Ly said decree, offer for sale, on Saturday the 30th day of August,
inst. (3B453..., &

ERICE HCUSE,
AND THE
LOT OF GROUND,
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#Sitvated near the Island Mills, Virginfuvs--being the preperty seld Ly
J. Schofield and others to said Wilkins.
The title is deemed indisputable, the sale awihorizod by the decres
being directed for the payment of the balance on the purchase meoney...
Wi, C. WORTHEERGTON, Com’r.” 5l

On Oetcoler 15, 185), Commissioner William Worthington seld to Jesse
Schofield for $451.0C the following lot:

#_ . .a certain plece or parcel of ground and the house thereon, which
15 descriled in the papers & proceedings of a suit pending in the said
Court in the pame of George W. Wappington & ¢olhers plaintiffs and James
B, Wilkins & other defeondants as follows *a certain house and lot now
(then} occcupied and in the possession of Joseph Shumarer on the Island
of Virginius and beunded on the west by the line of Roland Heflebower &
Co. (Tract ¥o. ¥, and ruaning back akeut ninety five feel and fronting
on the street aboul [ifty one & half feoet that is from the upper or
cross line to four feet bolow said Shumaker house and thence running
back parallel with the upper line the same dislance to the Lank of the
saw mill race” all of which will more fully appear by 4 paper in writing,
Leing Articles of agresment between Jesse Schofield & John Wwernwao ond
James B, Wilkins dated December 12th 1837 and which is made an exhibit
in said cause...” o2

NOTES: Steone for the foundation of Cotton Factory, Bldg. ¥e. &, was
quarried from the rock cliffs located on the Horth =zide of the Harpers
Ferry Turnpilke Hoad, as it lcadd from Harpers Ferry to the Rifle Factory.
Permission was granted Mr. Giddings by the Rrmory to guarry thiz roecg at
that point, which was owned by the United States, as the road was very
rrnarrow and the roci rises from it almost perpendicularly to a height of
200 feet or ms::-rc."53 Similiar permissien was granted Mr, Abraham Hexr
and bLrother in April, 1847, to guarry roce for uilding purpeses in the

o4
game location.

51. Vircinia Free Press, August 7, 1845, p.3, c.Z.

52. Deed of B. & S., Coteber 15, 1851, Deed Dook 32, pp.75-76.

53. Supt, John Symington te Lt, Col. Gecrge Talcott, Ordaance Office,
Aucust 1, 1846, Mierofilm Reel lie. 23, V.7, pp.GE6-667; Talcotl to
Symington, August 5, 1846, Keel 19, V.3, p.2b60,

54, Talicott to Symington, April 5, 1847, Reel 18, V.5, p.297.
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in karech, 1850, lerr acain requested permission to guarry rock on
Covernment JYand, writing: *,..] am about building four small tenament
for the foundafion of which I want Steone...” Permiszion was again aranted
Mr. Herr to guarry stene from the cliffs north of the Turnpike liEr.‘::;isd.‘J5

This last item also indicates that four houses were added to Tract Ho, 2

in 1850t that weuld, of course, not appsar on Brown's 1848 map. .

53, Herr to Talcett, March 19, 1830, Ree]l 24, ¥.2, p.112; Symington to
Taleott, Harch 23, 1850, EKeel 24, V.3, pp.l0%110.
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#y virture of a Decree of the Circuit Court of Jefferson County,

Va., rendersd on the 27th of May, 1654, in ithe chancery cauwse therein
dopendilig Letween A. Y. Davidson & Harris, Pitffs, and the Harpers-
Perry and Shenandeak Hanufacturing Cempany, dffs, and with the coi-
currence of the authorilties of said company, the undersigned, as special
commi csianers appeinted in said decres, will procecd to sell, at public
auction, 1o the highoest bidder, cn the Tuesday the 2lst day of next
month, July, 1854, all the FROGPLRTY Real and Porsonal, on the Island of
YWirginius,..

Terms of sale, by direction of said decree, are as follows, to wit:
tCnoftenth of the gross amount of sale to ke paid dewn in cash at the
tims of sale; one other tenth part of said gicss amcunt te be paid ot
+he next enseiny term of said Court, (which commences Cotobar 18th,
1854}, upon confirmation of tho sale; the residue to Le divided into
four cqual ‘sums, to be paid, ono—fourth ab the end of ocne year, one—
fourth at the end of two years, one~fourth at the end of three years,
and the remaining fourth at the end of four years from the date of
confirration of the sale; esach of said foux instalments (sic) to bear
legal interest from said date of confirmation until paid--and to be
secured by deed of trust upon the propuerty. The ayreencnt of sale to
provide for the forfeiture by the purchaser of the one-tenth to be
paid on the day of sale, in case he shall fail to come forward and
complete his purchase.

AHDREW HUNTER,
ROBEERT ¥ CCOURAD.™ 2

The newspaper reported of the second sales

o010,

The valuable Water Power and Factory Property, al HarpersFerry,
advertrised for several weeks In cur paper, was gold on Tuesday last
Ly Messrs. Hunter & Conrad, Commissioners ror 525,000.--A, H. Herr,
Esg., the purchaser. This property, including machinery &o., for a
Cotton Mactory, cost the company about £100, ¢00--but it cawe under
the beneficial influence of the tariff of 1846. 5o much for home
proteciton.” 3

¥r. Herr completed his payment of the 25,000 for Tracits He.
éFand 3 in 1859, for on February 14, 1859, the Conmissieners granted

nhim the following deed, which reads in part:

5. Vircinia Free Press, June 8, 1854, p.3, c.l.

3. Iuid,, July 27, 1854, p.2, c.1.
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M eall Lthe property both real and persendal, belonging, &t the tins
of saild sale, to the said Herpers Ferry and Shenandoah Nanmafacturing
Company, on or adjaceni to, or coniected with the island in Shenandoah
river near Harpevs Ferry, formerly inown as Virginfus but now enbraced
With the corporation liwits of Harpers Ferry exeonling a hand lathe, at
the time of said sale in the saw mill on said premises, and excepting
alsc a small stoeell of merchandize and store farniture, at the time of
sd. sale under the charge of ¥r. dam Young. The real estale ineluded
irn this deed, and hercly intended to Lo cohveved cmbraces about six
acres of land, lying irmediably upon said island, and chiefly econstitu-
ting the lower part of it & having upon it a large Factory bilding,
and a number of other kuildings and valuable improvesents & part in the
river and on the scuth and east side of the river,.,,” 4

Thus on July 21, 1854, Tracts 2, 3 and 4 were united under the
common ownership of Abraham H. Hérr. |
TRACT N0, 5
Tract Ho. & was owned by Jessc Schofield from 1853 to 1855. Cn
June 22, 1855, Mr. Schofield sold this property {o Abraham H, Herr for
#2,000. The deed reads in part: '

?...A certain Brick House and Lot or parcel of land on the Island of
Virginius ir the Shenandozh River near its Junction with the Potomac at
Harpers Ferry, kaing all that lot or parcel of ground, wWith kuildings
thereon, which.is now owned and ccoupied by the Said Schofield as a
Duwelling House for his family, and the same which was excepted and reserved
from sale by him, in Certain Deed of Conveyvanee of the said Island of
Virginius exccouted
by Jas, Giadings, John Wernwao and the said Jesse Schofield and others,
to the Harpers Ferry and Shenandoah Manufacturing Company...And beineg
alsc in part, the same lot which was coaveved by Joseph 1.. Smith, “John
Wernwao and Margaret R, his wife to the said Jesse Schofield by deed
dated 25th Jay 1835, and of record in like manner in Deed Book Ko, 20
folio 345, whereby 40 feet front on the Street leading through the said
Island and 40 feet on the Mill Racc was conveved--~The said Lot now fronts
on the south side of the said street 67 1/12 fret, and runs back to the
Said Mil) Race, at right angles with the Zaid Street, the residue of 25
6/12 feet having been subseguently purchased Ly the Said 3echofield as
part of the entire interest of Josenh L. Siaith 1in and to the said Island
and conveyed to the said Schofield by Benja. (Price) Trustee of J, L.
omith, by Deed...™ o .

¢. Deed of B. & 3., February 14, 1859, Deed Book 38, pp.315-316. -

9. Ibid,, June 23, 1855, Deed Book 35, pp.l100-1G1.
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On Cetober 25, 1085, the newspaper reporied: ™R large number
of cltizans of Harpers Ferry left for the West a few evenings ago—
among them Jesse Schofield and Family., Adam Young & Family and R.

3]
H, HoFfrman, the whole numker amounting to 27."

TRECT LO, 1

Tract No, 1 was owned from 1B53 until 1835 by Huch Gilleesce and

Alexander Drown. On Seplesber 16, 1854, Mr. Gilleece put Tract Ne. 1
7
in trust te secure a debt owed to Ahraham H. Herr.

{in Septemoer 28, 1854, Pontaine Becrzham & Son announeced:

sTRT™ FRLDRY

The undersicned have leased the well known 1RGN POJROEY, at FHarpers-
Ferry, in the County of Jefferson, Va.; lately ogouplied and woried Ly
Hugh Gillecce. The facilities of the lessees of preocuring ithe Lest
stock, and at all times, afford a quarantee to their customers of promct
and workinanlike Castings. They haeve engaged the very bhest worlmen andg
solicit the patronage of the publie,

They are prepared to furnish all xinds of Castings, either from
their own, or patterns supplied by their custamers—and the prices as
low as can be afforded any where in the neighlorhocd.” ]

Om August 31, 1855, Huch Gilleace and Alexander Brown seold Tract

g
Ho. 1 on the Island of Yirginius to A. H. Herr for i6,250,00. Thus
Mr. Herr in Bugast, 1855, had become sole owner of Lhe enlire Island

of Virginius.

Island Industries and Mamufacturcers, 1853-1R61

G. Xirginia Free Press, Cotober 25, 1835, p.2, c.l,

7. Deed of Trust, Seplemker 16, 1854, Deed Dook 34, p.229.

B. Virginia Free Pressg, Octoler S, 1834, p.d, c.Z; alsc May 31, 1833,
i, C.2.

9, Deed of B, & 5., August-31, 1855, Deed Book 35, pp.49%50.
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In 1856 Drown cottoens were jxing manufaciurcd on the Island of

: 10
Yirginius by Cramer & liawks at the Cotton Factory.

The opeoraticns of the ®Island Fills" merchant flour mills in
YBE9-G60 15 revealed by lLhe fellowing notice:

SRISCLUTION OF CO-PAKRTHERSHIP.

The firm of LELCH, LECG & 0., was this day dissolved Ly mutueal
consent, by the withdrawal of Mr. Geo. V. legy. The lusiness of the
firm will be setiled by liessrs,. Herr & Welch. JAS, &, WELCH.

God, ¥, LEGG.
A. H, Hoki,

CC-PRETHERSSIP,

The wndersigned having this day fermed a Co-partnership under the
style of HELE & WELCH, will continue the Millino Business, and will
be the scle manufactures of James 5, welch’s best Family Flour.

A. H, Rerr,
Jas. 5, WELCH.” 11

In 1857 John W, Rohyr and George Rohr opened a tew industry In a
new building on the Izland of Virginivs, advertising:

MURGOHN FAIILG
AMD
BLACKSHITIOLG, _
The undersigned having formed a co-partnership under the fiym and
style af
ROHR & BROTIE:. a
for the puorpose of carrving on the business of WACOH HAIOING AJD IBLACE-
SHITIMHG, respectiully soligit a share of the puklic patronage.
FPlows and all kinds of farming implements on hand, or made to order,
All kinds of repairing, Threshing Machinery, Go. &e., dene at the
shortest notice, and in the Lest manmer, Also, Hill Irons made and
repaired. kew brick shop, Island Virginius, jiear Herr's ldll, Harpers-
Ferry,™ 12

18, V¥Yiroinia ryee Fress, December 11, 1856, p.2, c.bB.

1i. Ibid., July 19, 1BGOU, p.2, c.%.

12, Ibid., June 25, 1857; July B, 1838, p.l, «¢.2; Decenber B, 1859,
FI."::, C-E'-
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In 1860 the firm also adverdiscd;

MROVE & BREOTHER,
MANUFRCTURLRG OF
CARLIACES, WACCLE, &2,

Would inferin the public that thoy have en hand, and are now finishing

an asserinent of
CERRIAGES,
HOCALAYS
ARD
HICGILS,

Which they will sell on reascnable terms, %Yheir Carriages, &c.
are made cof the best malterials, and fianizhed in the boest possible
stvle, and warranted for twelve months.

WAGCHS of all sizes, irom 3ix Horse down o the light Express
Wagon, on hand or mads tg orcder, which they will insure for twelve
manths.

The abowve named articles manufaclured by them, shall and they
warrant them to compare witlh any in the country.

N1l kinds of KEPALAYRG in the alove line will be deone at the shori-
est notice., All orders will e promotly altended to ™ 13

The consus of 1660 indicates that there were approximatcly 207
people living on the Island of YWirginive in 31 housesz in 185[!!.14 A
mong these were John Wernwag, 50 vears old, male, Machinisb, born in
Pa.; John Eohr, I8 wears old, male, wagenmaier, born in ¥d.; Goorge
Rohr, 30 years ¢ld, Wacppiacer, Forn in Kd.; Abraham H,. Herr, 45 vyears
old, male, born in Pa. Value of Real Estate: $200,000, Value of FPer-
sonal Estate: %30,00G; Georce Mauzy, B0 years old, male, Agent for

15
Eiver Co., born in Ya.™

13. ¥Yirginia Pree Press, July 26, 1860, p.3, <.%,

4. Hational Archives R, G. 29, Records of the Burcau of the Census,
Population Schedules of the Eighth Census of the United States 1860,
Yirginls, Volume 13, np.200-20G: Microfilm Keel 10, Volume 2, pm.l17%
185, Virginius is included as a part of Harpers TDerry but namces and
trades reveal their location.

15, Ibid.
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FLOODS, 1853 to 1861

Harpers Ferry experienced three more floods during this period.
The first game in Septembor, 1859, and the newspaper reported of the

avent:

©OPRAETNG.

The heavy rains of Friday and Saturday last, cauwsced all the stroams
to be very high. The Shesandeah and Potomac Rivers wore much swollen,
though not as much =o as on many former occasions. The basensn*s of
the houses cn Chenandeah Street, larpers-ferry, were of course filled.

The Charlestown Run was alse very high, buat ne damage was done,

On all the streams, however, the fencing adjacent suffered, Hany
trees were alse prostrated.” 16

In Hovember, 1880, a second flood struce Barpers Ferry; the nows-
paper descrilbed it as follows:

MEREAT FLOOD.

We learn that Suring Friday and Friday nighit, the illeghanies, DAY -
ticularly on their Eastern slepes, in western daryland apd Virginia,
were visited by rains of exiraordinary steadiness and volume, All the
streans forming the seurces of the Potoirac, as well as theose emplying
into it, near Cumberland and Piedmont rose to a sreat heicht on Sat—
wrday,

luch damage has been done the Chosapeare and Chio Canal-—-it neing
reported that the grand Dank at Dam Lo, 3, is enfirciy washed AWy ,

The Shenandoah River was also very high, and our Harper’s Ferry
citizens will be mach injured by the mud, &e., in their houses.” 17

The final flood to hit Harpers Ferry belore the outhrea: of the
Civil War cceurred in ipril, 1861, Again the newspapser reporied:

#GREAT HATH FRESHET.

The heawy rains have swollen ithe Potomac, Shenandoah and other
streams to a very great height, kothing lize it has Leen seen since
1B32.

The Daltimere & Chic Rail Road has heen sulwmerged Letween Martins-
burg and Cumberland--theugh the tonnage (Ereighi? trajins passed Dy
Saturday Nighit.®

16, Vircinia Frce Presy, September 22, 1859, p.l, ec.i,

17. Ikid., Hovember 8, 1860, p.2, c.l.
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“it Harpers Forry the water was within four fect of the E. K,
Bridge——ihe streets and frmory yards were coipletely inundated.” i8

A VIEW oF THE ISLAKD GF VIRGINIUS, 1856-1654

Ho historical map of the Island of Virginius for the periog 1853
to 1861 has been found, Lut we have located a “View of the Izland
Virginius, in the Sherandoah, at Harpers Ferry. Taken near Jeflor—
son’s iocli,”  Tawken from Nature by Th, Sechse, Lith, By E. Sachso
& Co., Sun Iron Buildg,, Leltimore, no date. Mrs Jamcs Edwin Bear
of 1102 Westwood Avenue, Richmend 27, Va., permitted us in October,
1838, to obtain a eopy negative of the very rare erigiral lithograph
in her possession. While the drawing is undated, a ecomparisen of £he
print with ihe 1848-5]1 map and Fhotographs HP-29, HP-70, and HF-119,
all photos that were made just after the Civil War, indicate not only
that the lithograph must have been pade Lotwecn 1856 and 1859 bat
that the drawipg is remarkablg acourate in its detdiled renreseniatiosg
of the Luildings on ¥irginius,

1852 MESTCRICAL BASE MAP OF VIRGINIUS

Using “The Map of Harpers Fexry, Plat of Harpers Forry Armmory
Froperty laid off inte Lots for Sale in Pursmance of the fet of Dee—
ember 15th 1868, and Desicmed, Frojected & Mapped by 5. Howell Browm,
Surveyor, from the Original and Subsequent curveys in hlis Fossession
by Order of Capt. Dan’l J. Young lil. Steroseeper of Crdnance Harpers
Ferry under the instructions of the Ordnance Department, Washington

City, D. C, Dated April 2nd 1869, April 26, 1865”, as the basic map

18, V¥irginia Pree Press, April 18, 1381, p.2, c.2.
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wa herewiih present an historical base map of the Island of
?ifginiua in 1859, This historical kase map is based on James i,
Brown’ s lap of 1844, S, Howell Prowm’s map of 1848-01, Lithegrarh
HE-400, and Fhotoagrashs HE-29, HP-70, and NMP-119, as well as the
data from documentary ssurces piresented in the earlicr chapters of
thiz reoport.

LEGEND FOR 23 FUTLDINGS SUALDING OF TIE I1AiD OF WIRGINIUS IH 183%

Fldg. Ho. 1: A one story stune huailding, the Iron Foundry, erecied

by 1824 Ly Townsend DBeciham as an O{) Mill and cenverted in 1EB35 by
Hugh Gilleece into an Iron founcdry.

Lldg, Jo. 2: The “Island M{1ls” Fleur #ill, a 3 story stone kuwilding
erected ix Luther I. Cox im 1840 on approximately the site of the
earlier flour mill erected by 1824 by Fontaine Beckham acd destroyed

by fire in 1B3%.

Bidg, e, 3: The Saw 111, & 14 stery frame building, 100 by 3§ fcet,
with an iron water wheel, erected Ly LE24 by Lewis Werﬁwag. The canal
or sSaw mill race serving the saw mill wWas alse constructed by lLewis
Hernwag by l824.

Elcg. lio, 41 Machine shop, a three story stone hoilding, S0 by 30

feet, construcied by lewis Wernwag before 1634.

Bldg. Ho., 5: Cotton Factory, a 80 ky 49 fect, four story brick building
erceited in 1849, with tin roof. This building iz missing Irom the 1856-
1859 lithooraph and what appears to be the foundatfion ruins of this
structure are to be seen in Fhotograph HE-70, which was taken about

1865, It therefore appears likely ithat the building was demolished or
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destroyed Ly the great [losd of April, 1852,

Flder, ho. 6, Cotton_Paciopv: Erected in 1547 by ile Harpers Forry &

Shenandeah Hanufactaring Company, lﬂﬁphy 48 feat, stone foundation and
four storics, hrick, wiih tin yoof. licated by stcan and lichicd by gas.
Llda, be. 71 A one and a half story fraanwelling, prolakly dating From
1834,

Lldo. No, 8: OCae story smith shop, probably frame and dating from 1834.
Lldg. io. 9: DProkably a &mall one story frame office for the saw cill,

standing in 1B844.

Bida,10: Prebaly a one and a half frame dwelling house.

L

Dlegy, No. 1l1: Cne story frame carriage house {standing in 1844}).

Bldg, e, 12: Three and half story Frame Dwelling House, brick filled,

enlarqeifram 4 two story house afier 1844, .

Wdo, Yo, 13: f%wo and a half story frawe house, krice filled and rough

cast, this dwelling house was &nlarge&frcm a one story house after 1844,

Bida. lie. 14: A one story frame dwelling house, brick filled and rouch

cast, probably standing in 1834,

Bldg, He. 15: A two and e half story twe family aws=lling house, stone

stuccoed. The building was standing in 1834,

Bldg, e, 161 A two story one family dwelling house. This stone stuccoed

uilding was standing in 1834,

Blrdg, He. 17: A twoe siory brick dwelling house, prokably standing in 1834.

Bldz. Fo. 18: A two story one family bries dwelling house, prohably stand-
ing in 1834,

Bldg, Le. 19: A two story ftwe family brick dwelling house, probably

standing in 1834.
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Uldeyg, Hoo 2A0:

ing in 1834.

Blds. ilo, 21

Midy. Yo, 224

Bldoe, Ko. 23z

Bldg. Mol 24:

Dldg. No, 203

Bldeg. Neo, 26:

Mo story, one family brick dwelling house, propably stand-

A two story bricik dwelling house, standing in 1848.

& tun story stone dwelling heuse, standing in 1834,

& s=all frame dwelling house, standing in 1834,

F one ang a balf frame dwelling house, standing in 1B34,
Prokably a one and a half story frame dwelling house.

i one and a half story frame kuilding, a chopping nill

ercoted by Hugh Gillecce in 1840,

Bldg, Ho. 27:

1834.

Bldg, Ho. 28:

A two story dwelling house, probably Lriek, standing in

A one story building, probakly frame and a carrlage house,

standing in 1834,

Bldg. Ho. 28

1846,

dg. o, S50:
Bldg, lo. 3l:

erected after

Bldg. Ho. 32:

Bldcs, Yo, 33:

Blig. Fo. 34

Bldo, Eo. Jda:

Bldg. Ro, 36:

Blda, He, 37:

A two story dwelling house, prokakly briclk, erscted aiter

& one-story Irame kuilding, prokably a stocrage shed.

Cne story framc building, probakbly a carriacge house,
1448,

Two story brick dwelling house, erccted afler 1848,

A two story dwelling heuse, brici, erected afler 1848,

A two story dwelling house, hrick and erccoted after 1848.
A fwo story dwelling house, brice, erected after 1E48.

A two story dwelling house, brick, and erected after 1848,

Cne Story Frame buildiag, prebably a dwelling house

erected after 1EB4B.
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Dldg, Lo, 38:; A one and a hall stery frame lmildirng, with "ginger-
hread” {rimaing sheownm on HE-490, crecled after 1848 and probably a

dwzlling or carriage house.

Dana and Hiver wall: Erected by the Tarpers rFerry and Shenardosh

Mfg. Corgany in 1850,
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CHAFYER WI1

SLAkD CF VIRGINIUS, 1881 to 18%0,

WAR AHD FLCODS

In ihis chapter we shall present data and maps relating to the
Island of Virginius after 1861, As a year will be devoted o special
rasearch on the physical histeory of Harpers Ferry during the Civil
War, we will therefore in this study limit our remaris to local
historian Joseph Darry’s account of the story of Virginius in the

Civil liar.
My, Barry wrote:

wEarly in Octoker (1860 Mr. A, B. Mexr, proprietor of the Island
of Viroinius and the large flour mill on it, having a large quantity
of wheat which he could net grind inte flour—-his mill haveing Leen
partially destroyed by some federal troops upder Lieutenant Coleonel
Andrew, Lrother of the governocr of Massachusetis, in arder to prevent
the confederates from using it - and being a union man at heart, in-
vited the government troops teo rewove the grain to Maryland., There
bBeing uo bridoe across the Fotomac at the time, a large hLoatl wap pro-
cured and a company of the drd vilsconsin regiment impressed the few
able-hodied men then at tha place to tare the wheat from the mill to
the loat and ferry it across with the aid of the secldiers. The citi-
zens were promised a liberal per diem, tat that, lixe many other good
promises and intenfions, forms a part of ithe pavement of ceriain
region where it never freezes. Even the sacred person of the future
historian [Earrﬁ] of the town was not spared, and wany a heavy sacs did
he tote during several days,...

Suddenly, on the 16th of Uctoker - the second anniversary of the
Brown raid - while the citizens and soldiers were busy working at the
wheat, a report reached them that Coloncl Ashby, at the head of the
Virginia mililia, was approaching from Charlestown to put a stop to
their work..,(Barry then narrates the story of the battle of Bolivar
Heiqhté]

ln a few days after this scirmish a party of confederate cavalry
entered the town and burned Fr. Hexr's extensive mitl, thereby in-
flicting an irreparable loss on the peaprle of the place. As before
noted, Lieutenant Coleonel Andrew had partially destroyed {t-that is
he broie up a part of the machinery - just encugh te render the mikl
incapable of eing worked, Thiz damage could have been easlly repaired”
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Hand if no further harm had been done {o it, the mill could have bLeon
put inte working order in a few days. The confederates, howaver, de-
stroyed it completely and the shalttered and toppling walls are still
to e seen {jn 1904}, a monument of vandaliswm and & reproach to civi-
lized warriers.”™ 1

On July 24, 1867, Abraham H, Herxr scld the Island of Virginius te
Jonathon C, Child$ and John A, McCreight foxr ¥75,000. This deed reads

in parts

#_  The Island in the Shenandcah River...,above its mouth at Harpors
Ferry; having upon it a large Factory uilding, designed az a cotton
factory-The ruins of a large Flour manufacturing mi}l; together with
other buildings, Dwelling heuses, &c, being the same heretafore known
and chartered by the General Assembly of ¥irginia as the town of
Virginiusg, ... 2

On August 12, 1B6&, Child and McCreight scld Selomeon ¥. Yantis
and Horatioc E. Riddle an undivided third interest in the island pre-
perty for 515,0&0.3 On December 2%, 1869, the firm entered into a
contract or Agreement with the Baltimore and Chic Failroad Company,
granting the railroad a right of way to the cotten factory {Bldg,_l
Ho. 6}.4 . L.

On the next pace of this report we include a fracing made from
a portion of 8. Howell Drownfs 1860 map of Harpers Ferry - the por-
tion therecf showing the Island of Virginius. I+ is clear from cvi-
dence already presented and that which Wwill follow, that the 1869 map

1, Barry, Joseph, The Strance Story of Harper’s Ferry, Martinshirg,
¥W. ¥Ya,, Thompson Brothers, 1903, pp.13l-132, 133-1d4.

5, Deed of B. & 5., July 24, 1857, Deed Book 2, 1865, pp.285-287.
5. Ibid., Awgusat 1Z, 1868, Deed Book 5, pp.324=-325.

4, Contract, December 29, 1868, Deed Doos 4, 1869-1870, pp.464-
469 and a plat.
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only shows the major buildinos standing on the island in 1BGD and
tﬁat Brown, who was interested in the Goverpment land, made no
atiempt to delineate all of the structurcs actually standing on the
island ot that date {Sce Photcoraphs HF-249, HE-70, RF-119}.
Histerian Joseph Barry remaried of these developments:

#Tn July, 1867, Mr. A. H, Herr, an extensive manufacturer and the
owner of the Islaund of ¥irginius,...scld his interest at Harpers’s
Ferry to the firm of Child & lMeCreijght, of Sprimgfield, Chio, — both
now (1505 deeceased. This property is romantically situated on the
Shenandoah which bounds it on the scuth., On the north and east it is
boundzd by the canal, ceastructed to facilitate the navigation of the
Shenandoah, and on the west by a waste way of the canal ccomrmnicating
with the river. The island contains thirteen acres on which were, be-
fore the war, iwenty-eight neat dwellings, one flour mill, one coiton
factory, one carriage factory, one saw mill, & machine shop and a
foundry, It will bLe zemembered that in 1861, sheortly after the skir-
mish at Belivar, & party of confederates vigited the town end destroy-
ed the fleur mill. From that time thers was no business condugted
on the island until the sale of that property to the akove menfioned
firm. These centlemen, having availed thenselves of the talenls of
Mr. William P, Cochran, then so well known for his thorough kncwledge-
thesretical and practical- of machinery, immediately commenced fititing
up the cotton factory for a flour mill. A large foree of men was zept
in employment for fifteen memths, preparing the building and putiing
up the machinery, under the direction of Kr. Cechran. The works were
of the most approved deseription, set in motion by four turiine wheels,
the power being that of three hundred horses. There were ten run of
buhrs, which turned out five hundred karrels of flour daily end, on
the whole, it was said by adepts in that husiness, to I= a marvel of
ingenuity, which greatly added to the previous and well establishned
fame of Mr., Cochran...

Messrs. Child & MeCreight, the new proprietors of this desirakle
property, socn woh for themselves gelden opinions amonc the people
of the plage for their courtecous demeancr, and the suecess which at
first attended ithem, gave unalloyed pleasure fo all with whom they
came in contact. They asscciated with them as a partner, Kr. Sclewmon
V. Yantis, an old resident and long a merchant of Harperfs Ferry,
where his character was of the wery best as a business man and a
gocd citizen generally. Of the twenty-eight dwellings on the island
nearly all were pul in repair and the work performed on them, as well
as on the new flour mill, gave employment to many whe otherwise pust
have suffered from extreome destitution...” L)

5. Sirange Story, pp.l6S9%-171.
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On Septomdber 30 and Getober 1, 1870, Harpers Ferry was struck
by a great floed., We here quote from letter of Frs. Jehn €, Child,
who was living on the Island of Virginius, to Mrs. Sallie B. Child
and ¥iss Luey Child of East Thetford, Vt.:

lLettor from Emily E, Child {Lkrs., J. C. Child} to Frs. Sallie E. Child
Hiss Luey Child
East Thetierd, Vi.

Envelope Heading

Rerurn to Child, leCreight & Co.

Manufacturers of Flour

Harpers Ferry, W. Ya.

' Harpers Ferry, COet, 7th, 1870

Mear Mothey & Sister: '

I snaich a few mimutes to give you a few particulars of the dis-
aster that has happened to us here, The valuable property belonging
to the firm of which john is a merbar 15 a WAss of ruins and we have
barely ecscaped with our lives, a have no idea of the danger until
it was too late to escape from the Island. Last Friday towards eove-
ning the water commenced rising rapidly. DBefere two hours every way
of escape and all hope of rescue was cut off from us. S0 wWe Werg oome
pelled te stay within ihe erunbling walls which sheltered us from i1he
terrilble water which seethed and dashed around vs, There were ftwe
bridges connecting the Island with the mainland, one wooden cne hear
cur house and the railroad bridge. So viclent was the water that
these were torn to fragments and carried away.

Bs socon as we saw there was danger of the water coming inte the
house we commenced to tear up carpets and moving Furniture upstairs
bt so hurried werc we that we were compelled To leave some and soine
was overlooked so thouch we saved the kuls of our furniture, still
we lost many indispensible and some valuable articles. Dt our hearts
are overflowing with gratitude that God has sparcd ouxr lives, that
our loss though heavy. is, we hope, not impossible.

Twelve buildings on the Island {some of thom heavy stone and brick
walle) are leveled to the ground. Cur house {15 considered the sirongest
residence on the Island and yet everyone thinks +f it had net besn for
the walls of the oid mill [Dldg. Yo. 2 on 1859 histerical Lase map)
which stands west of us, it would have been swept away like chaff he-
fore the wind as was our stable and a bricik house standing in our vyard.
Our Lack kitched and all our outhouses and many trees are entirely
genc so completely that we can secarcely realize they stood there. fim
eross the track From us stands a row of +tyelve brick houses (Bldgs.
21-33, 34, 35, 29, 19, 1B, 17}, all occupied by tenants with the ex-
ception of one family ({our minister, Dr. Dutton). ARl put their
goods upstairs and left their houses before dark. Three families
took refuge with us, the others went onto Camp iill north of uvs. Hone"
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#oF those houseg &re entirely destroyed, but the kiichens and all of
the outhouses are carried away. DPoors and klisds are wronched from
their hinges, partition walls ltorn down, staircasas shatlered and
floors torn up, 1k twe of them the eniire fronl walls Fell out.

Sunday, Cet. %th

The foundry (Bldg, He. 1), sawmill (Bldg, ke. ), carriacge shop
kehr® D and machine shop (Bldg. le. L) were carried entirely away.
The officce to the mill was alsoc destroyed and lr., HeCreight lest all
his private papers.

The ore bright spet in the piclure, next to the saving of our
lives, 15 the ¥ill (Bldg. Yo. & which s comparatively uninjured.
They lost several hundred Larrels, =scme feed and one of their seales
but if it were not for ihe destroetion of th raece, could go to grind-
ing in a faw days, lut the race is the greatest calamity of all. Uhe
head gates are gone, walls are torn down and the racc filled with sand.
1+ will! cost several thousand dellars to repair it. They have alroady
commenced wors on it if the weather is faveracle, hope Lo get it i
shage before wintcr sets in. lir. Hathaway, one of the partners vhe
moved here from Fa. last year is coing to move back this weex, las.
NeCreight and children are going to start for Springlleld {Chiecl
this wees to spend the winier with Mrs. McCreight®s sister so 1 shall
be left hore all aloae in this desclate place. Thelir houses were pore
injured than ours and very dasp {as ours alsoe is} and they were afraic
to stay in them for fear of siciness, 1 suppose we are ASSUNLNG SCIE
risk in staying here hut cur things «re herz in confugsicon, our doors
are off the hinces and down the river, sc that we could not shul up
the house and though we were invited to stay at the Yantis® whe live
on ihe hill until the house was dry, I decided to stay andg do wnat I
could to save such things as were
injured., I caanot say that I feel very cheerful with the prospect.

To make mitters worse our woman has not come back sines the day
after the flood., BShe keeps saying she is coming but has broken herr
word so far, Until last Friday we had kr, Taylor’s family consisting
of cighit. She was brought here in the bed clovhes not being able to
sit up. We have had to do all our cooxing by a fireplace upstairs un-
til yesterday and have now to ecoox aown and edat upstairs as it 18 teo
damp to eat downstairs.

Arna has worred like a beaver and Emily has done all she cenld.
Enna is one of the nohlest and sweetest girls I ever saw and is the
admiration of everyone thai znows her, We have all worked very hard
since we have been here in order to save what we could until business
got started and had just begun to breoathe easier when this disaster
came. 1 have done all our sewing, dressmaking and miilinery with Anna’s
help since we have been here and felt that ry cyes and strength were
fagt giving out, but instead will take a new start and work on until
I can soe a resting place,
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#ie want te kecp George in school if possible and had hoped
to send him away afler Christrmas but all prospect of +1kat is over
now, 1 fecol more anxicus akout the ehildrea’s educaiion than any
cther earthly thing and there are no sultable advantages for them
here,

Well, I think yocu must ke tired of this long clhapter of un-
pleasant facts and I hope I shall e able to write a more cheorful
letter nexd fisme,

Our whool house was swept away and all the children’s books
with it. They seen, dnna esgpecially, to mourn ever thom mere than
anything else, I have written in haske and don®t know as Vol ean
read it. I must elose now and hepe {o hear from ¥You SCon-—do
write often for we shall be very lonely, Uith love from us all,

I am,
Ever your affectionate daughicr
and sister,

L. E. Child*
Joseph Barry's account of the 1870 flood will be found on pages

175 to 196 of his Strange Story of Harperfs Ferry.

We conelude this chapter Ly presenting tracings made frem peor-
tions of itwe maps, The [first of these is 4 1913 map from the Ar-
chives of the Baltimcre & Chio Railrcad Company, entitled “#Plan
Showing Right of Way, Builldings and Traciis Harpers Ferry, W, Va.
dated February 18, 1913,% This map shows duildings standing on the
Island of Yirginius at that date. I have numbered surviving Pre—
Civil War structueres with the same set of numbers used on the 1859
Ristorical Base Map that is presented in Chapler VI of this report,

The second map, entitled "Blue print, The Harpers Ferry Faper
Co., 1823,” was donated to the Monument by hrs. James Cox Savary,

E. D. #2, Kennett Square, Pa., in May, 1958, The 1925 map gives the
width of the Island of Virginius at various points, the width of the
old Shenandeah Canal and the depth of the water in the canal at various

pelnts as of that date.
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CHAPIER VIT1

SURLARY OF HISTCRICAL AT, 1751 1o 1361

The Island of Virginfus freom 1751 until 31816 was uncdeveloped
land. In 1B1E Daniel Me¥Fherson, surveyor for Jeffersen County, Va.
took ovt a patent for the island from lhe SBtate of Virginie as un-
claimed land and in 1817 sold ihe property to John Peacher for $1,000.

Seven years later, in August, 1824, Psacher sold the entiré igland
#together with all and sinoular Mills, mill house, machinery...” te
James Stubblefield for $15,000. It i35 thus apparent that the initial
development of ¥ircinius sceurred between 1817 and 1824,

On fuqust 31, 1824, Mr. Stubblefield signed an agreement with The
Shenandoah Canal Cowpany that provided for the improvement of the water
channel that passed the island on the north side or ipner side by means
of the construction of a dam, locks and turning kasin for the lcats.
Stullblefield was also granted the right to erect g dam across the Shone
andoah. Under this agreement the canal was decpesned aad a can erected
just below the lower loeks to provide and coentrol the supply of water
for the canal, and -also furnishing enough water so that the canmal at

L

this point eould be used as & Turning basin. These improvemenis were
apparently found to be sufficien: in themselves, as the locis menticned
in the agrecment were never constructed. The daﬁ acrcss the river,
mentioned in the 1824 agresement, was not erected until I1B3G.

On December 28, 1824, Mr. Stubblefield divided the island inte

four tracts, which were to exist as basic unlts until 1B34-55, and sold

these lots to four individuals for a total of 328,500, Infeormalbion
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included in the deeds descriking the joundaries of sach tract indi-

cates thal by 1824 the basic industries to Le assoclaied with each
tract uniil 1661 haafalready keen established. Also most of the dams,
river walls, water channels, canals, and streets that are to be secn
an the 1833534 map, were alrcady standing by December 2B, 1824, Tract
lie. 1, sold to Townsend Eecitham for %7,500, thus contained an “oil
mii1l®™ and tannery in 1824, Tract Neo, 2, sold to Fontaine Beckham for
wl0,500, contained a 60 Ly 40 feet stone merchant Flour mill in lazi.
Tract Ho, 3., sold to Edward Wager for $3,000, probubly contained two
gtone dwslling houses in 1824, Tract Yo, 4, scld te lewis Wernwag
for $8,000, contained a saw mill in 1824,

In 1827 the island was iHCDIpﬂ}&tGd as the Toewn of Virginius,
it at seme date after 1851 an& before 1839 Virginius became of-
Tically a part of the new Town of Harpers Ferry,

In 1830 the population of the island totaled B9 persons. In
1840 it numiered 112 pesple. In 1830 approximately 186 individeoals
resided on the island in 31 houses and 1860 arproxinately 207 per-
gons were living in 31 houszes on Virginius,

HYSUORY OF THE ILDIVIDUAL TRACTS: 1824 to 1861

ITract llo, 11 This property was owned by Townsend Leccham from 1824 until
1838, It contained a tannery and was operated as such by Decikham froem
1823 until his death in 1832, In November, 1835, Tract lic. 1 was leased
by Hugh Gilleece, who converted the 0il Park Mill into an Iron Foundry,

Mr. @illeece continued to icase the property until 1838, when he and

William Apsey purchased Tract tic. } for 85,000, In Octoker, 1839,
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Gilleece purchased Apsey’s interest at a trush sale for $4,350. In
April, 1840, Gillerce sold Alexander Brown an undiviced one-third
interest in Tract Ho, 1 for $1.00. ‘raecl Ko. 1 was thus owied wy
Gilleece and Brown from 1840 until 15855 and the Iron Feundry situated
on this lot was operated by Gilleece from 1B55 uniil 1654, In Auguast,
1835, Gilleece and Brown sold Tract No. 1 to Abraham H. Herr fpr
$6,250. In September, 1854, and through at least 1855, the iron
foundry was leased from lr, Herr and operated Ly Fontaine Beckham

& Son. The iron foundry was in eperation wuntil 1861 and was still
standing in 1887, when Herr sold the entire island to Childd and

MeCreight. The Iron Foundry Muilding was destroyed in ihe 1870 flocd.

IEACT 10, 2: This properly was owned from 1824 unatil 1836 Ly Fontaine

Beckham and centained a merchant flour mill known as the “Island Miils™,
On HMarch 23, 1830, Beckham sold a portion of Lot Fo. 2 1o Lewis Wern-
wag. In 1830 the mill was operated by Becisham, anrd in 1831 by Becghan
in partnership with Daniel Snyder. From 1834 to 1535 the mill was
leased and run by Jacek Staub. From June, 1836, until 1838 the mill
was then leased and operated Ly Rowland, Hefflebower and Company. On
¥ny 1, 1838, Henry Rowland, Carter Williamson, and Samuel Hefflebower
rpurchased Tract No, 2 for $14,607. On May 1, 1838, Williamson solid
his one-undivided third interest in Tract Lo. 2 to Lysander I}, Childs,
In February, 1B3%, their mill was destroved Ly fire. A new 3% story
stone mill was built by Luther L Cox in 1840. Fowland, Williamsen,
Hefflelowsar, and Childs, sometime in 1838, secld a twoe thirds interest

in Tract Ne. 2 to Cox fer {11,000. On January 1, 1840, Cox sold this
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undivided two thirds interest to Danilel Snyder and Banjamin Ford for
$24,133.78, Snyder and Tord operated the will from 1040 to 1842,

By 1842 the firm was financial di fficulty and the mill was leased
out by the Court until the legal questicns could e settled. Thus in
1843 the “Island Hills™ WeIs leascd for a year by Philip Coons. Da
March 2, 1344, ﬂbrgham H, Herr and John Herr, his brother, purchased
Tract No. 2 from the Court for {14,000 In July of 1844 they began
to operate the ®Island Mills" themselves. In Jaruary, 1B48, the
partnership of Herr brothers was dissolved and John Herry sold Abraham
.HErr his interest in Tract Ho, 2 for §5. Ir, Abraham Herr thus became
the sole owner of Tract No.2 from 1848 until he scld the entire isiand
to childi! and McCreight in 1867. Herr alsoc operated the Island Hill
merchant fiour mill from 1848 until 1861. In Cectober or Hovembey of
1861 the ndll was completely destroyed by Confederate troops, whe left
only the ruined walls standing.

TRACT KO, 5%: This property was owned by Edward Wager from 1824 unktil
his death in 1832 and from then until 1833 by his estate. Tract No.

3 was purchased by John B. Gildea on Septemper 28, 1833 for td, D00,

The lot at that date contained two stene gwelling houses, In May, 1835,
My, Gildea sold Tract Ne, 3 to the Winchester & Polomac Failroad Com-
pany for %4,650. This new railroad, running frem Winchester, Ya., to

Lol Cdps Feve fki,ifrj,\ -’?r‘ ;h/‘.-pl A ‘#2, 1"""/; [M-I_'Lx'-ﬁ(‘ gt fl'.- i fs}(".'-: P 5 fr /‘r/‘;"'\}-./"_ ;.___',J"I( oL :{I
Harpers Ferryfpn March 31, 1836. Betuween 1835 and 1837 the Comgzany
constructed their Depot building and swlitches on Tract Ho. 3, In 1847
the Company removed their Depot Ifrem this lot and on July 1, 1847, sold

all of the property except that cccupied Iy their switches, o Jesse
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Schofield for $1,500, Mr. Schofield, in turn, sold Yract No. 3 to
the Harpers Ferry & Shenandoah Manufacturing Company ior $1,600 on
Aungust 28, 1847, This company held tifle to Tract Yo. 3 unti) the
geuneral sale of its property on July 21, 1854, when it was aciuired
by Abyahem H. Herr. Kr. Herr owned Tract ¥o. 3 until 1867, whea he
sold 1t and the cntire Island of Virginius to Childf and LeCreight,
Tract No. 3 waz used from 1824 until 1867 as a residertal area. From
1836 to 1847 it also contained the Depot of the Winchester & Fotomac
Hailroaa aﬁd from 1836 to 1861 the switches of that Company, Throe
pre-Civil War dwelling houses were still standing on this loft as late

as 1913,

TEACT ¥0. 4: This property was owned Ly Lewis Wernwag, Sr., from 1824

until 183Z. The lot centained a large saw mill, a machine shop and a
number of dwelling houses. Tract Mo. 4 was enlarged on March 30, 1830,
when hr. VWernwag acquired a porticn of Traei llo. 2 from Fontaine Pecs—
ham. The =zaw mill and machine shop were cperated from at Jeast 1830
until 1632 by the firm of L. Wernwag & Sons, which was composed of
Lewis Wernwag, Sr., John Wernwag, Joseph P, Shannon, Lewis wernwag, Jr.,
and William Wernwag.

Cn July 2, 1832, Lewis Wernwag, 5r., sold one undivided half-
interest in Tract Neo. 4 to Joseph L, Smith and James Hool for $10,0G0,
From 1832 until 1833 Wernwag, Smith and Hock operaied the saw mill
undey the firm name of Joseph L. Smiih & Ca. In July, 1833, Jozeph L.
Smith tock over the entire operation of the saw mill and ran the lumber

isinesa until]l he went bankrupt in 1836,
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Cn July 10, 1B33, lewis ﬁernwaq, 8r,, seld Joseph L. Fmith an
additional one—sixth undivided interest in the island and on July 31,
1833, Wernwag, Sr., also sold to his son John Wernwag, nis reraining
undivided one-third interest in Pract Ho. 4; thus in 1833 Smth cvnad
an undivided iwo-thirds and John Wernwag an undivided ene=third in-
terest in Tract Ko. 4. John Wernwag and Joseph P. Shannon operated
the machine shop from 1833 antil 1847,

Both owners were involved in financial difficulties in 1836.
John Wernwag, however, managed i save hiz undivided third interest
by mortgaging it fer u6,200 to Josias Pennington on January 20, 184C.
Joseph L. Smith, however, was foroed to declared himself Lankrupt op
Septcmber 5, 1836, and his two—thi£ds interest in Tract Heo. 4 was,
therefore, thrown in Court urtil July 3, 16844, on which date it was
sold by the Court io Jesse Sehofield for $8,000. From Harch, 1833,
until the final purchase of the property in 1844, Schofield had leased
the saw aill and operated it. In MHay, 1844, Schofield and John Lern-
wag signed an agreement with James Siddings under which Giddings was
given a two year period in vhich he was to attemplt fo zell tract Koo
4 for at least §30,000. Unsuccessful in interesting northern capi-
talists in buying Tract Ho. 4, Giddings, on Jaruary 15, 1846, cbiained
s charter from the Virginia Legislature to incorporate the Barpers
Ferry & Shenandoah Manufacturing Company. Giddings then andertocol to
promote and organize this proposed company, by interesting Harpexs
Perry business men in this endeaver. Ciddings’® two year agreemant -

with Wernwag & Schofield teing about to expire, the three men execibcd
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a new scovel agfnument in Hay, 1846, extending the time and sgrecing
to sell the properiy to the prepesed company for 37,000, Giddingz, ia the
meantiiae, uwsed every effort to get the new cowmpany eroganiced and
succeeded in doing so in June, 184G. His double role was unknown ie
the stociklolders and Siddings was elected FProsident of the company,
in which office he served from 1826 uwntil 1851,

In 1646 the company begain the construction of a now colton mill
on Tract He. 4, This ouilding was finished in 1B47 and in production
by Harch, :1848. On August 24, 1847, Traet Lo, 4 was sold to the
Company by Schofield and Wernwag for $37,000; one-quarter of the sum
was o e paid in cash and the othex éhree—fourths in company stoco,
On Avgqust 28, 1847, the company aciuired Tract He. 3 from Schofield
for $1,G600. In QOctober, 1848, the stoccholders were informedg for the
first time, that there was a 36,300 moricage on John Wernwag®s one—
jhird interest in Tract Lo. 4, %he stocicholders had apparently relied
on Giddings to make a search of the title te Tract He. 4 and he had
either neglecied to do so, or if he did seo, he failed to inform the
stockholders of the mortgage. (Giadings, while president of the
Company, and negetiating the sale, was at the same time being paid
by Schofield and Wernwag for sclling the property to the Company for
as hicgh a price as possikle.) Giddings sucrceded in keeping his
double role a seecret Lui the Board of Directors withhela enouch cash
and company stock from the purchase money cwed Wernwag to cover the

interest and principal owed en the mortgage.,
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In 1848 & second eotion faclory bujlding was started and the
strueture completed and in produciion in July, 1849. This factory

was }Jeased and operated by Cornelius Johnzon and Ira Stanhbrough as

the "Valley Cotton Factory®™ frem July, 1849, until 18531. The Harpers

Ferry & Shenandsah Manfzcoturing Company al=za leased out their smdth
shops, sav mill and rmachine shop during the period of lﬁﬁb to 1852
1o various manufacturers. In 1850 the company also built ihe first
Yirginius fan across the Shenandeah Kiver and constructed the river
wall, with inner and outer basinsg and locs gates, as i3 to be seen
on the 1859 Historical Base Map that iz preseated in this report.

Ey the spring of 1832 the ccmpan} was apparently in financial
difficulties and the stockhelders decided to sell the cospany pro—
rerty at pul:lic auction an May 19, 1832, & great flood struces
Yirginius and Harpers Ferry on Spril 18, 1858, and apparcntly de-
malished the cotton factory (Bldo, Ho. 5) erecbed in 18549, (The
factory is cdescribed in an advertizoement for the sale, dated April
&, 1852, but is not mentjoned in a detaijed dezcription of the pro-
perty dated December 9, 1852,) Creditors of the company, however,
blocked this proposed May sale and the affairs of the company were
taicen inte couri.

The comrpany preperiy, including Traets #He. 3 and 4, were
finally purchased on July 21, 1854, Iy ¥r. Rbraham Herr from the
Court for %25,000. Mr. Herr held ftitle fc this property from 1854
until 1867 when he =zold the entire island to Childg and Hclreight.

Turing the peried 1854 o 1861, Herr leaged the Cotien Hill that
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had been esmpleted in 1847-48, the machine shop, and saw will ito
various mamafacturers, To these old inoustries was also added a

new one in 1837 of wagyom paring. Frem 1BGL to 16867, during and
after the Civil Var, these indusiries were closed down. In 1867,
after purchasing the island, Child} and KeCreight converted the
Cotten Mill (Bldg. ¥e. ) inte a Merchant Fiour Miil. The saw mill
{Bldg. Mo, &) and machine shop (Bldg. Lo. 4) were destroyed by the
1890 flood, Bldg. Be. 6, the Cotton Factory converted into a flour
mi1l, stocd until apparently destroyed by the 1936 flood.

TRACT BC. 5: This small lot, located in the center of Tract ko. 4,
contained a fwo stery rick dwelling hcusei{ﬁés sold by Joseph L.
Smith and John Wermsag, the owners of Tracl ho, 4, to Jesse Scho-
field on May 25, 1835, for 3500. This house, used as lr. Sche—
field’s resldence, and the lot was awned by Schofield from 1835
uatil 1855. ©On Junes 23, 1855, ¥r, Schefield sold Tract Ho., 5 and
the house %o Abraham H, Herr for £2,000. ¥y, Herr retained title

to this property until 1867 when he sold the entire island to Child#
and lieCreight. This dwelling howse was probably still standing in
1913.

1

PRCOUCTS CF THE ISLAND, 1824 - 1861

The industrics on the Island of Virginius produced fleour, barrels,
blacksmithing, sawed and finished lurder, furnitare, machine castings,
mill gearing, agriculiural machines guch as plows and threshing rachines,
iron stoves, grates, flat irons, cast iron railings and Yences, cutiing
poxes, tools, machines, washing machines, coiton goods, patent window

fasteners, wagons and carriages. Fram 18324 vntil 1832 a tannery was

also in operation on the Island.
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CIATTY T4

CCHCTUSICHS ARD RECOMMERDLTICES

1., THE ISLAND OF VIEGIHIUS TOOLY

The Water whoaels in the factories on the Island of Yirginius
havo leng Lzen stilled and the kuildings fallen inte ruin. The
Island today is covered with a heavy growth of new brugh and young
trees. On Novembor 19, 1958, Historian Philip k. Smith, Jr., and
the writer,.armed with the data presented in this report and a copy
of the now 1859 Historical Base Map of the Island, seit forth on a
tour of exploration to d&termine just how mich of tho pre-—Civil tar
development of Virginius Island still remains te be seen, On the
next two pages will be found a copy of the 1859 Historical Base Hap

of Yirginius on which has been marked the historic ruins, that are

still t¢ be seen above the suyface of the ground., To supplement Lhis

map, tﬁe writer also offers the fellowing comments on the individeal
reing.

Bldg. He., B: 1847 Cotton Mill, Impressive ruins of the ngLhy 48
feet heavy stone foundations and arches; alse hundreds of old bricks
lying on the ground. The heavy stone river walls along Lang of
river are also largely in place,

Bldo. Eo. 4: Machine Shop. Impressive 30 by 50 feet ruins of heavy

gtone foundations.

Wernwag’s Canal: {running parallel to Bldos. 4, 5, B, 7, and 6.}

This cld canal 1s still there, but has been arched over with brici and

stone and hence ie now largely underground, Wwhether this was thus
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coverced lefore or after 1665 is difficull teo determine. Fhoicgraph
HF>4éD sugoests that the canal was opean in 1856 while HI-TD indicates
that rost of 1t was coveraed by 1867 or thereskouls, From the location
of the four open pits, to be described later, In relation to Bldgs. No.
6, €, 5 and 4, however, it secms prnhﬂb%gtthat at least the pection
from 8 to 6 and 3 was covered hefore 1665. In any case, crposite the
gites and ruins of Bldgs, Beo, 6, &, 3 and 4 there are tcday four open
pits, walled and arched with brick and stene. Each pit has two arches
ir the west.wall and two arches in the zast wall for the downward fleow
of water through the old canal. The south wall of cach pit has a sircgle
arch.which st have.permitted water to flow underground from the apen
pit into the shop or factory cpposite the pit to work the water wheels
and then on inte the river. Thege pits are quite impressive, keing
perhaps 50 feet wide by about 25 feet.and about 20 feet deep. These are
largely filled with sand and zilt so as to render complete chservation
difficult,

River Wall and Inner Dase

Proceeding westward frem Eldg, lie. 4 we found the top aof the 1850
stone river wall wisible above ground level. The depression which was
once the inner basin, on the right as one proceeds westward, is clearly
visible it is now high and dry akeve normal water level. The river
has kuilt a large sandy arca, with grass and trees, on the south or
river side of the old river wall. This large arca of new land has, of

course, been clearly formed since 1865 as a glance at photographs HE-

119 and HP-29 will reveal. This river wall for the inner basin is intact,
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Fut all kut the top layer of stone in now below cround level,

Lockt Gates: At tha wost end of the river wall for the inner kasin, Lthere
gtill stends the inpress]ve rﬁﬁis of the store lock gate. The brick
three arches, as shown in Photograph HF-29, are stii} standing, alihouak
one is in peor condition. This work is also now aboyi normal water
level, although the river comes stralght dewn to within about 10 feet of
the lock gate before it makes a sharp turn to the scuth through a break
in the old river wall of the outer basin.

Railroad Bridge and Sluiceway: Just to the north of the loci gate, is

the old sluiceway to the inner basin. The old stone abutments of the
Railroad Dridge are still in place and in use and the old water channel,
still visible, now serves as a Ioaa that passes under the railroad
bridge.

Eiver Wall of Cuter Basin and the Cuter Basin: VYest of the lock Gate

and running parallel with the railroad tracs there are stil} plainly
visikle two sections of what must once have been the river wall for the
cuter bazin., This is composed of rock and there are now zmall treesg

and small kbushes growing on these sections.

Slujceway, 00 Fect Wide: This sluice way, the 1824 guard gate, and orjginal

entrance for all water to the various channels and canals of the island
has been filled in by the Railrcad. The old stons abutments for the
former kridge that onece erossed this channel, however, are still in
place,

water Channels: All of the old water channels and small islands shown

. Ny
on the 1859 map are clearly visikle as definitely dopresﬁior low ground;
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ut, of course, they are now normally high and dry about the hormal

river loval.

Bldos, Feo, 15, 16, and 26: Definile stone foundations and onc corner

wzll of these buildings were found. The trace of the street, although

filled with brush and young tress is also clearly wisille.

Eldgs. Re. 17, 18, 19, 20, 35, 34, 33, 21, and 23: o foundation ruins
ol these structures were found sbove ground Lut hundreds of cold bricis
litter this area which is the site of Lrick dwelliné houses.

Bldgs. Mo, 22, 312, and Well: Definite foundation runs and large cellar

depressions of Bldo. No, 22 and 32, two dwelling houses, werce fouand. A
few feet north of Eldg, No., 32 is a square stone wall, about 3 feet high,
of what was ence prcbébly a well.

Bidg. ln, 2, the Island Hills Flour }ill: Impressive stone walls and

arches of the foundsation of this large Mulilding are =till visikle,
All of the walls alove ground level are ¢one, but the foundations of
the luilding, which sets astride the former water channel, are still
there and part of the foundation walls perhaps 20 to 30 feet deep.

Other Buildings on 1855 Map: A careful search was alse made for sui-

face evidence of all the other buildings shown on the 1839 map, hut
nothing definite was discovered. It i= quite prokakle, however, that
rmch evidence lles under lhe ground. |

From our inspection, the writer believes thal ihe works and huil-
dings on Virginius have been relatively undisturbed by man since 1865
and rmost changes and destruction has been alfected Ly the great floods

that have struck the island eince that data.
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2, HISTCRICAL FIDTOCRAEID

The 1856 vicw of lthe Island of ¥Wirginius will ke found on pago
12[of this report and all cther photegraphs, ninc in mumber, will be
found in Appendix I of this report.

3, MISTORICLL BUILDLLG FLAR

¥o historical Fuilding plans of the struclures that once occupicd
Yirginius Island have been found and it is highly unlikely thal any will
ever be lovated, All Lknown historical maps showing the island of
Yirginius, however, have been includeod in this report.

4, ERECCHERDATICLS

A5 has Ieen peinted out in Part 1 of this chapter, the Island of
Virgirtius contains a number of wery interesting histerical ruins,
Many of tliese ruinz, however, are co%ered new with heawy underbrush and
are in poor condition. Hone of them, however, have any meaning or
significance 1o wisiters who today wale the twe trails that rur aleong
the south and north shores of the island, and many visitors undoubliedly
pass by hidden ruins without even notielng them. Problems relating te
the development of the island thus seem to fall into two general cate-
gories, namely preservation of the ruins and interpretation ef the ruins.

In regards to the first problem, it is suggested that heavy plant
growth ke largely gleared away from the ruinsz to orevent tree yoots from
heaving stones cut of place and thus speeding up the rate of detericra-
tion. This work will alse serve to render the ruins more readily visi-
ble for visiters to see. It is suggested that the ruins he stabilized

as far as is practical in light of the known power of floods in this
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rarticular area, so ihat thege intoresting rewains will survive as

long as is possible, It is also suggested that archeological exvlora-
tion be carried cut to identify and wmark other struciures that are

known to have been located on the jsland. The Wernwag canal might also
be clearcd at least in paft, of sand and silt, both for study and ex-
hil:it purposes. A checit of the ruins of the Cotton Factory, Bidg. ¥o.
6; machine shop, Bldg. Ko. 4; and Bldg. He. 2, the fleur mill, might
also turn wp some of the old water wheals or malhinery that may have
been Firied by past floods. It is alsoc suggested that the former street
leading from the 3Saw Mill, Bldg. Ho, 3, acress the island to Bldg. lo.
2, the Fleur Fill, be brushed out and utilized as a cross trail connecting
the two existing trails that new run parallel te each other en the norih
and south sides of the island.

In addition to historical interest, the Island also contains a
number of features of natural interest,such as rlant life, Lird life, and
sorme animal 1ife. It is suggested {hat in interpreting the island that
historical and nature stories be combined into one gelf cuiding leaflet
so that visitors will be given a chance of partaking of both stories as
they walk over the island., A good map showing {he island in 1859 and
surviving ruins will be a basic requirement to enable visitors to
visualize what they are viewing'and te understand where they are standing
in relatioen to other fratures, Individual ruins sheuld alse be maried
with brief signs that give the name of thic structure and alsc a nugber
that will coincide with & rmuitber used in the text of the self guiding

leaflet,
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The cost of archeclogical expleoration and site identification lor
the Island of Virginius and Hall’s Rifle Faclery lgland has been esti-
mated at a total of $1,500 including all work for both izlands.

In conclusien, it is suggesled that a scarch be made For examples
of gocds that were menufactired on the Island of Virginius before 1861
and that if any such examples are found, that they Le exhibited in one

of the Historic Builcdings of the Lower Town Section of the Vonument.

Charles W. Snell
Historian (Parx Supervisory)
Decemer 4, 1958
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ISLAKD OF VIRGISIUE, 180G - 14870

Harpers Terry Legative HF-70
This photograph was probably taksn in 1865, just
after the Civil Way. The DBldg. papbears used here are
the same cnes to he found on the 1839 Historiecal Base
Map. RKeading from left fto right, the large four story
brick mill, Eldg. Re. 6, is the Cotten Factory erected

in 1847. The longlow Building in freoat of it is Wern-

"wag's Baw Mi1l, Bldy. lo. 3; to the right of &, near

the river is Bldg, Ho. 7, then %, and the reins of the
Cotion Factory, Blds. Ho. &) DBy Bldg. 5 stands Ddg. lis.
37, note the open canal, next to the runs of Pldg. 5 stands
ihe stone machine shop, Bldg. ﬁc. 4. EKeturning to the
Saw ¥ill or Bido. Wo. 3, to the richt stands a shed, Glog.
#o. 11, then Bldg, Lo. 12 and at the far right Bldg. Ha,
15. In the foreground are the tracis and switches (turning
levers) of the iiinchester and Potomsc Railroad,

Aeross the Shenandoah River are two government dwelling

houses and the Pipertown Road up Loudeoun Heiahts.

~156-



R

Rttty s ot N L e ot -

]

i
Pl WP

{ .

Irlr-.
'I Fillii

il

._
: . |
a2 . -
T 2l et A S e AT
R ! - VT e ] = -
= e A T - Eo " Ry .. i
. [T —... o i - .- I...ﬂ
‘Eﬁﬂ.ﬁu-l - L L : v.ﬂ S By ) : ,»_ :
! = < igi " .. 5
- ' > - T Mo LT Fhalzr

1
¥
i
[
*
L3N
Lo
ki
g o ::'
oL
i
L]
i
[y
of iad

gt de
T T
_' ']!"'_];
3
u_
[Ny

.

Cogdbn (bE
-:'"r{ﬁ"“.i'a :

- — ey Temnt T SET N S kI S S R T DI e ey T o e
T n....ih..l..n.h.w Sﬂﬂn.ﬂ, - .. Lo Dot T . b wd oy RV La e R 3
n e _ur_r.. o

e P g

+
w
i ST o ek R

Foa? Pt

ol




VIRGINTUS O3 HURE'S TSLALD, 1865 - 18Y0

Harpers Ferry legative Ho. HE-119

Thiz photograph was made in 1865 or Just after the
Civil War. In the foreground is to be gcen the roof of
present Bldg. No, 48, across the street the brick struc
ture is the Armory Stakle, loecated on Shenandsah Street,
Block f, Lot 2, Behind the stablc is & Portion of the
Shenandeah Canal and beyond lays the Island of Virginius,
Bldys., numberced as on the 1850 Histeorical Base Map in this
rcport. FProm left to right, starting on far side of W. &
P. B.R. tracks: Eldg. Fo. 12, Bldg. Ke. 13, Bldg. ko. 15,
Blay, No. 16 and Bldy, EKo. 36, House vigible between Bldos,
No. 13 and 1%, across the street, is Bldg. Ho. 17, Bldg.
e, 18, Bldy. He. 1%, Blag, lio, 20, Ko, 45, Ko, 34, Ko, 33
and Ha, 21.

On closer side of it k., Tracks, by cars, Bldo. Mo, 14,
Bldg. ke, 22 and to right 32, 31, then apparently a covered
bridge te the island. The three and cne-half Etery stone
min s Bldg. Ho. 2, the flour mill, to the richt of the
mill is Bldg. No. 24, beyond and to right Bldg. Ke. 28,

Lhe chopping mill; to the right of this is what iz probably
the ruin of iren foundry, Gldg. Ko. }; beyond and to the
left of the chopping mill is House Lo, 27 and te its right

is small Dldg. Lo, 248.
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767 SUCEANDUAN RIVESR ALD 15TAED
OF VIRGIHLIUSL

Original Glass Fegative at
Cettysburg H..F.
Harpers Ferry ilegative Ho. HE-29

Protograwh tasen in 1865 or 18E6, just

after the Civil iar.

Bldgs. fron left to right (See Bldy, Hos. on 1853
Historical Base Map) The white stone stuccooced Dldg.
next to W. & P. R.R, Track at left is Bldy. He. 135,
next is Blda. No. 16 and then Dldg. Ko, 36,

Across the street, and in the rear of Bldg. ilo. 15,
is probakly Bldg. Wa. 17 with black roof, then Eldgy. Ho.
18, Dldg. Yo, 19, Bldg., Me. 20, and next part of roof of
Bldg. ila. 35,

To the right of the pholographs are the 3 story stone
ruins of the Island Fills flour mili. The twe story brics
house in the right Foreground is prebably Bldg. Me. 32 on
the 1859 map.

Fote the dam across the Shenandeall River, with the
river wall, and three locic gates dividing the area inte

the outer and inner Lasin,
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¥IEW OF TFE ISLALD CF VIRGINIUS

Fhotegraph iy Tussel of Saltimore.

Donated by lirs. lenry leDonald,

of Storer Collegore.

Harpers Ferry Negative lo. BER-364

The kaildings on the hill te the lefi sre Storer

College structures, This photograph was probably taiken
in the 18Y04s. To the right, on Virginius Island are
1o be secn the rudined wall of ithe Flour Mill! (Bidg. Ho.
2 on the 1859 Historical Base Mar), and slightly beyond
and to the right of the mill, Dwelling Fouses Ho. 21, 33, 34, 35,
20, 19, 18, ard 17, on the 1859 wap., The four story briok
kuiiding beyond them in the distanse is the Cotton Fae-

tory, Bldg. ke, & on the 1859 map. In the 1870's the

Child-McCreight Flour Kill.
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VIRGINIUS ISIAND

National Geogravhic lFile lo, 140329-A
Barpers Ferry kecative Vo. IF-05
Denated by Jobhn Feryy, of Bolivar
Yeights and Pittzshurgh.
This photegraph shews flood dimage to the island
of Virginius; the wooden bridge frem the mzinland to

the island has been washed away. The picture was taken

either in 1&70 or 1589,
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JSLAND OF VINGINTUS AlXRT 1800

Harpers Ferry Hegative Ho. IHF-62
This photegraph was tazen about §500; note the

Lockvood Howse on Camp Hill above the Island. To the
right ig to ke secn the Child-MeCreight Fleur Hill on
the Shepandoah River, the fouar steory brick cotton fac
tory,. Bldg, Ko, § on the Historiecal Base Hap, erected in
1647. To the left of the Railroad cara are to be seen
various guwellings (compare with 1213 3. & 0. map} to

the far lefi the photograrh is t; Le seen the ruined
walls of the 1840 flewr mill, Sldg. Yo, 2 on the 1859

Histerieal Dase Hap.
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ARPLRG ELRLY FRCH MAZYLAND HEICIHIS, 1896

hational Geographic Pile lie, 140330-4
Harpers Ferry Hegative ko, 90

This photograph was taxen in 182G, the year in
which the Catliolic Clurel was reincdelled; note the
acafEolding on the church. To the left of the ehureh
and on the bani of the Shenandoah, slightly albove the
church, is te ke scen Virginius Island, The large
four story brieck building on the edge of the river, is
Bldg. ¥o. & on the 1859 MHisterical lase Map, the Cotton

Factory erccted in 1B47.
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