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INTRODUCTION

The following documents comprise an histerical overview of the life of Charles
Pinckney and the history of Snee Farm to accompany the General Management Plan for
Charles Pinckney National Histeric Site. Initially, these documents will be wsed to provide
team members with background information on Pinckney and the farm to assist them in the
planning process. The reader will notice these documents are not a treatise o Pinckney or the
farm, and reflect research conducted by park staff through March 1993, A bibliography for
both documents can be found at the end of the Snee Farm docurnent,

At the various team wneetings that have been held concerning the development of the
site, Lhe Historical Overview has been reviewed as part of the process,  Through these
reviews the need for a Pinckney biography was identified. Such a biography will answer the
following questions:

1. The Pinckney Family at Snee Farm.

2. The role Colonel Pinckney and Charles Pinckney played in Charleston society.

3. The "Debow’s Commercial Review" article describing Snee Farm,

4. Charles Pinckney's stay in Philadelphia afler being exchanged as a prisoner of war
during the American Revolution.

This document may be used as an outline in the development of an interpretive booklet,
an indepth thesis, or other site related publication. A summary of this Histonical Overview
will be included in the General Management Plan.

The reader will note three Charles Pinckneys appear in the following texts: Charles
Pinckmey (subject of this documnent), Colonel Charles Pinckney (his father), and General
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney (a cousin). A geneology chart is provided. To assist the reader
in clarifying which Pinckney is being referred to, Charles Pinckney's father will be identificd
as "Col. Pinckney.” and his cousin as "Gen. Pinckney” or "C.C. Pinckney.”
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THE LIFE
OF
CHARIES PINCKNEY
(1757-1824)

Charles Pinckney was bom on October 26, 1757. He was the son of Charles Pinckney
and Frances Brewtor, members of Charleston’s and South Carolina's social elite. They, like
other wealthy families of the South Carvlina lowcountry viewed themselves as similar in
standing and responsibility to British aristocracy. Therr attitude toward political, social and
economic leadership naturally lead them to participate fully in public affairs. Public service
was considered not only an honor, but a duty as well. These factors destined Charles
Pinckney to a career in public service which would last over forty vears.

Charles Pinckney's father, Colonel Pinckney, was ane of the colony's lcading attomeys.
Ameng the numerous officcs and positions he held was his service as commanding officer of
the Charles Towne Militia, a member of the General Assembly, and in 1775, president of the
South Carolina Provincial Congress. As a symbol of pasition and wealth, Pinckney bought
his first plantation, Snee Farm, in 1754. The farm remained in the famnily for over 60 vears
until 1817 when it was sold to satisfy debts.

Young Charles Pinckney was tutored in Charleston in preparation for studying law in
England. He received his education under the guidance of noled South Carolina scholar and
author, Dr. David Oliphant. Dr. Oliphant had served in the Commons House of Assembly
with Col. Pinckney and supplemented his physician's income by instructing scveral young
men of outstanding promisc. Through Dr. Oliphant's tutclage Pinckney became well-versed in
the classics, emphasizing his study of history, political science, and languagcs.

In 1773, just short of his eighteenth birthday, he was scheduled 10 leave Charleston for
law school; however, because of Lhe prowing unrest berween the colonies and Great Britain,
his parents decided Charles should remain at home and study law in his fathers office.!

The decision o keep their son in South Carolina was wise, for just two years later the
American Revolution began. Despite the war Pinckney was able to continuc his education in
Charleston and by early 1779 his formal training was completed.

That year, Charles Pirckney celebrated his 21st birthday and began his life of public
service. After being admitted to the South Carolina Bar, he was elected to the State's Third
General Assembly representing Chnst Church Parish.  Also in 1779, Pinckney received a
commission as a lieutenant in the st Battalion of the Charles Towne Militia, joining his
father who served as the unit's commanding officer.? Service in the defense of the new nation
would occupy most of his time for the next two years.

During the fall of that year, a joint French-American force advanced on Savannah,
attempting to reclaim the city which had fallen to the British in December 1778, The Charles
Towne Militia, one of the umits included in the expedition, participated in the main attack on
the British lines. Lieut. Pinckney received his baplism of combat i this assault and survived
unharmed. He :ever, an estimated 400 Americans and French, including his first cousin Jack
Jones, were ne o fortunate. This action ended the siege with the American forces returning
to Charleston.



Shortly thereafier, the British imitisted a campaign resulting in the capure of Charleston
in May 1780. Under the terms of the city's sumrender, Pinckney and the other American
officers were paroled. But this limited freedom lasted only a few days before the officers
were arrested and placed on board prison ships in the harbor. Lieutenant Pinckney was
confined on the PACK HORSE.*

] Also captured with the fall of Charleston was Charles' father, Colonel Charles Pinckney.
Before the war Colonel Pinckney had been a leader in the lower house of the General
Assembly and one of the colony's leading attorneys. British authorities realized the influence
Pinckney, and others like him, possessed and worked to have them swear allegiance to the
crown. The British threatened to mmprison, hang, and/or confiscate the property of "traitors"
who did not publicly declare themselves Lovalists. Faced wilh these circumstances, Colonel
Pinckney and over 160 others declared themselves as "loval inhabitants of Charles Town."
Pinckney's estate, which included Snee Farm, was saved through this decision. When Colonel
Pinckney died in 1782 Snec Farm was among Lhose propertics nherited by his son.?

Afler spending most of the summer of 1781 as a prisoner of war, Lieutenant Pinckney
was among a group of officers exchanged through a general agreement for the South Carolina
rilitia  Although records are not specific, the lieutenant was prohably among the group taken
to Philadelphia by ship and exchanged at that location. 1t is also unknown why he chose to
remain in the North until (he end of the war and return to South Carolina in 1783 %

Lieutenant Charles Pinckney was not tainted by his father's actions during the
Revolutionary War. His service in the militia, his imprisonment by he British, and status as
a "Pammiot" strengthened the beginning of his career in state and national government.”

When he retumed home he was elected o the South Carolina General Assembly, but
his retum to stafe politics was short lived. Pinckney wrote 3 pamphlets on the nature of the
Confederation and its weaknesses in 1783.° Subsequently, he was selected as a delegate to
represent South Carolina in the Fifth Continental Congress (1784-1787). Only 26 vears of
age, Pinckney was one of the youngest members to attend. "In Congress in mid-winter of
1'786 Charles Pinckney emerged as a major voice in Lhe debates on the dire state of the
Confedcration, "

Pinckney quickly established himself as one of (he most active members of the Fifih
Congress. Of greatest note was his work on two fmporiant committees; (he first reported on
the commercial treaty policy with foreign powers and the other concemed itself with
negotiations with Spain over conflicting claims to navigation on the Mississippi River.

By the winter of 1786-1787, it was apparent that Charles Pinckney, already VeTy aclive,
was also among the most influential men of the Congress. Congressman Pinckney, along
with other members, began to realize the inherent weaknesses of the Articles of Confedceration
and he recogmized the need for a stong central government. While he engaped in his varied
duties of the Congress, Pinckney hegan 1o concentrate his efforts toward resolving (hese
prohlemns. '?

The first need was for an official forum for discussion. On February 21, 1787, afier a
prolonged debate on the subject the Congress voted approval for a general convention to be
held in Philadelphia in May 1787 to address (he problems facing Lhe new nation. This
convention would become known as the Constitutional Convention of 1787 and Pierce Butler,
Charles Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, and John Rutledpe were appointcd as South
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Carolina’s delegates.

In Philadelphia, Pinckney became a familiar leader speaking more than one hundred
times on various issues facing the body. Of note were his swong beliefs in protecting
property interests, and establishing a strong federal government with a clear separation of
powers. Pinckney was concerned with forming a govemment that would represent the rights
of the people."

Among the many ideas Pinckney had about how the new nation should be ordered was
his strong belief that religious testing for public office was wrong. At the time, nine of the
thirteen colonies maintained an established church which was either Anglican, Dutch
Reformed or Congregationalist. “How many thousands of subjects of Great Brilain at this
momert labor under civil disabilitics merely on account of their religious persuasions!”
Pinckney exclaimed in a speech to members of the Continental Congress.” The proposal
passed easily and found itself in Clause 3 of Article 6 of the Constitution.”

When the issue of slavery arose, Delegate Pinckney siood ameng his fellow southerners
in defense of the instintion. He openly questioned the assertion that slavery was wrong.
statmg: "if slavery be wrong, it is justified by Lhe example of all the world. In all ages, one
half of mankind have been slaves."'* He also staled South Carolina would reject the
Consutution if the docurnent prohibited slave importation.

On May 29, 1787, Pinckney presented his own drafl of the Constitution.  Unflortunately
this document was lost. A drafl of the Pinckney Plan was found among the papers of James
Wilson [Pennsylvania] which permitted constitutional scholars, J. Franklin Jameson and
Andrew C. McLaughlin to reconstruct Pinckney's Plan.”* When, in 1818, James Madison
wrote the South Carolinian requesting a copy of this onginal drafi, Pinckney did not have it
and, thus, provided Mailison with another copy he believed was "substantially the same.”

This resulted in a major controversy concerning Pinckney's contributions to the [inal
draft of the Constitution. Nevertheless, scholars today anribute approximately 28 clauses to
Pinckney. His major contributions were:

The eliminarion of religious testing as a qualification Lo office.™

The division of the Legislature into House and Senare.

The power of impeachment being granted only to the House.

The establishment of & single chief executive, who will be called President.

The power of raising an army and navy being granted to Congress.

The prohibition of staies to enter into a treaty or to establish mterfering duties.

The regulalion of interstate and foreipgn commerce bcing controlled by the national

government. (For a complete roster see Appendix A)'

Further contributions Pinckney made to the Convention and the Constitution may never
be known, but 1t is obvious he contributed  significantly to the proceedings, eamning (he
nickname "Constinution Charlie”. Afier the signing of the Constitution in September 1787,
Pinckney returned home, once again to become active in state politics.  That same vear the
College n{'s New Jersey {now Princeton University} conferred its Doctorate of Laws Degree 1o
Pinckncy.

In 1788, he represented Christ Church Parish as a member of the state’s convention 10
ratify the Constitutiion, That same vear, on Apnl 27, he mamed Mary Eleanor Laurens,
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daughter of Henry and Eleanor Ball Laurens. Henry Laurens, who had served as president of
the Second Continental Congress, was a wealthy Charleston merchant and one of South
Carolina's leading citizens. Like his older cousins, General C. C. Pinckney and Thomas
Pinckney, Charles had married into a family of wealth, positior. and influence. Mary's
wealth, combined with his own fortune, aided Pinckney's public service career and lifestyle,?
Landheldings of Pinckney included property inherited from his father and that which his
wife owned. Two plantations, Frankville and Hopton, were located five miles from Columbia
on the Congaree River. A plantation in Georgetown included 560 acres of tidal swamp and
600 acres of high land. Pinckney also owned a 1200-acre tract of land at Lynches Creek,
815-acre Snee Farm™, 2 house and 4-acre lot at Haddrell's Point called Shell Hall (given to

him by his mother, Francis Brewton), and a house and lot in Charleston on 16 Meeting Street.

From his wife, Mary Eleanor Laurens, Pinckney acquired a plantation called Wrighls
Savannah on the Carolina side of the Savannah River and a tract of land, including a rice mill
and ferry, called Mount Tacitus 2!

Pinckney's townhouse on Meeting Strect was the former Fenwick home, a three-storied
Palladian mansion which housed his 200,000 volume fibrary. So pash was the home that in a
Ietter dated 28 March 1789 to James Madisen he bragged, "I think the house I have lately
bought is not only a handsomer and befter house than any in New York (which it nu?t very
casily be) but that the situation is as airy and the prospect as fine as any they have.”
Pmckney also expressed how in later vears he wanted to be able, “to do and go where !
please if alive and well," to be, "my own masier or rather the master of my own {ime—in
other words to enjoy the Luxury of doing as ] please.” (emphasis Pinckney's)”

The following year, in 1790, Pinckney served as president of the South Carolina Siate
Constitutional Convention and while serving in (he legislature was elected governor, Cherles
Pinckney would serve a tolal of four terms as South Caroling's governor, the only person to
do so in state hustory. Afier completing his first term (1789-1791), he was immediately
reelected and served from 1791-1792,

At the end of his second term, (he people of Christ Church Parish once again returned
Pinckney to (he General Assembly s (heir representative. He subsequently served the Parish
through the Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth General Assemblies {1792-1797). During these
formative years of the new naticn, Charles and C. C. Pinckney, werc leaders of the Federalist
Party. However with time, Pinckney's views began to change. By 1795 he had cast his lot
wilh the Democratic-Republican philosophics of Thomas JefTerson and the rapidiy-growing
Carolina back-country. ®  With the rise of a new political party, Pinckney recognized (he
opportunity for advancement in a new power base. The rest of his family remained loyal to
the Federalist Party of the eastern anistocracy.

In 1796, Pinckney supported the Virginian for president, and did not support his
Federalist cousin, Thomas Pinckney, who sought the vice-presidency. John Adams won (he
presidency with Jefferson as vice-president.  Pinckney solidified his support of Thomas
Jeflerson during the Fifth Congress (1797-1799), became the founding father of (he
Democralic-Republican Party in South Carolina, and helped establish it fumly on the national
scene.”  These actions widened the gap berween Pinckney, his Federalist family, and other
cstablished lowcountry famiiies that had always controlled the state, politically and
economically.
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In 1796, after rejecting an offer to run for the U. S. Senate, Charkes Pinckney ran for his
third lerm as govemor, beating his Federalist brother-in-law, Henry Laurens, Jr. Upon
completion of the two year term he was retuned to he General Assembly, representing Christ
Church Parish, However, he could not accept the post as he had been appeinted to fill an
uncxpired term in the United States Senale on December 6, 1798,

In the Presidential election of 1800, General C. C. Pinckney was on the Federalist's
ticket for the office of vice-president. However, Charles Pinckney remained loval to
presidential candidate Thomas Jeflerson, serving as his campaign manager in South Carolina
and helping to carry the state for Jeflerson.

In 1801, President Thomas Jefferson offered Pinckney the post of Minister
Plenipotentiary 1o Spain. He accepted and subsequently resigned from his seat in the Scnare,
Minister Pinckney served abroad from 1801-1805, He attempted to smooth relations berween
Spain and the United Siates, particularly with regard to problems which arose fom the
seizure and plundering committed by Spanish and French vessels on American shipping. In
addition, he made an unsuccessful, bt valiant attempt to win cession of the Floridas to the
United States. He also worked toward the (ransfer of Louisiana fom France te (he United
States in 1803.%

Charles Pinckney reurned to Charleston in January 1806, and again took up the mantle
of public service in the South Carolina General Assembly. In December of that year he was
elected to his fourth and final term as govemor. Afier completing his lerm as govemnor,
Pinckney was remumned to the General Assembly and served until 1813.

Qwer the course of his service in state politics Charles Pinckney worked tirelessiy for
South Camlina. He was the [irst povemor to advocate free schools. He supported Icgislative
reapporiionment to provide better representation Lo the upcountry districts, and advocated
universal white male suffrage. Pinckney favored the War of 1812, supported (he elimination
of primogeniture, and the abolition of political and civil disabilities on Jews, Also of note
during his first term as governor the slate capitol moved from Charleston to Columbia, which
better rellected the growing political power and population of the mid-lands and mountainous
UPCOUNTY.

In 1814, nearly 56 years old, Charles Pinckney declined re-election to the legislature and
retired from active political life. But he was still (he recopnized leader of the state's
Democratic-Republican Party and in 1816 actively supported James Monroe's successful
presidential campaign. In 1818, Pinckney feared the Federalists would win the Charleston
Dhstrict seat in Congress. Convinced by friends hat he was the only one in his pary who
could win, he entered the race and won the seat in the Sixtcenth Congress (1819-1821),

It was during Lhis Congressional scsston that the Missouri Compromise was passed.
Pinckney, and many other members of Congress, opposed the proposal. In his speech
addressing the issue he presented an outling of the views of the framers at the Constilutional
Convention concerning slavery, which read in part:

The intention was to give Congress a power, gffer the year 1808, to prevent the
importation of slaves... it was an agreed poirt, a solemnly understood compact, that, on the
Southern States consenting to shut their ports against the importation of Africans, no pewer
was to be delegated to Congress, nor were they ever authorized 1o touch the question of
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slavery,; that the property of the Southern States in siaves was to be as sacredly preserved,
and protected to them, as that of land, or ary other kind of praperty in the Easiern Stafes
were 10 be to their citizens.”

In this speech, Pinckney also surmised he was in a losing battle and declared thai slavery was
the only issue that could divide the Union. He lamented the horrors a civil war would create.

Pinckney refused to accept renomination and retired from politics entirely in 1821, He
spenit his remaining vears writing of his mavels and his political life.

On October 29, 1824, Charles Pinckney died in Charlesion.® For over forty vears he
had served his commurity, stare, and nation. Descendam of one of South Carolina’s founding
families, Pinckney became one of the State's most prominent political figures. His influence
extended Lo naricnal politics and culminated in his coniributions to the United Stales
Constinution.
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APPENDIX A

CHARLES PINCKNEY'S CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION

1. The Legslature shall consist of a House and a Senare,

2. Each branch {(House and Senate) will select its own presiding officers; its other officers; ils
own rule of proceedings;

3. Neither branch shall have the power to adjourn for more than a specified number of days
without the consent of the other.

4. Only (he House will have the power of impeachment.

5. The Legislature will have the power Lo coin money.

6. The Legislature will have the power to establish post offices.

7. The Legislature will have the power to call forth (he aid of the militia.

8. No state will keep troops or warships during peacctime;

9. No state will coin money.

10. A single chief executive, called President, will be established.

11. The President shall informn the Legislature of the conditions of the nation {annual State of
the Union address).

12. The President shall commission all officers.

13. The President will serve as the commander in chief of the army; and serve as he
commander in chief of the navy.

14. The President will have the power to convene the Legisiature under extraordinary
conditions.

15. The President will have the power to discontinue a scssion of the Legislature on cerain
OCCasions.

16. The Congress shall have the power of raising an army; and a navy.

17. The provision relating to the time of election for lower house members.

18. Conpress wili establish the standard of weights and measures.

19. No slale may enler into a treaty.

20. No slate may establish interfering duties.

2], Full faith and credit between the states shall be established.

22. Privileges and immunities of citizens shall be established.

23, Crimunals shall be swrendered between junisdictions.

24. Interstate and foreign commerce shall be reguiated.

11
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SNEE FARM
HISTORY OF A LANDSCAPE

INTRODUCTION

Snee Farm is located within Chrst Church Parish, which is bounded on the north by the
Wando River, on the west by the Cooper River, on the east by Awendaw Creek, and on the south
by the Atlantic Ocean.  Known historically as the Wando Neck, the area js rich in cultural
resources Lhat shed light an the largely agrarian pattems of parish life from the late 17th century
to the present.

This paper interprets Snee Farm in the historical context of Christ Church Parish, focusing
on an overview of land use from the 18th century to the present. An examination of documentary
evidence, archeological findings, and the surviving cultural landscape provides a preliminary
understanding of (he evolving role Snee Farm played in the lives of the Pinckneys and subsequent
OWIIETS.

PRE-EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT L ANDSCAPE
Flom and Fauna

The Coastal Plain region of South Carclina before European conlact was a regzon of broad,
grassy plains with pine, cak and mixed hardwood farests.  Slash, loblolly, and longleaf pine
predominated as part of vast swaths of pinelands sretching from southeast Virginia to Texas.
Here, natural fire eliminated competition and created vast parkiike settings consisting of loblolly
pine and wiregrass as a groundcover,'

The coastal regions bounded with a large array of animals. White-tailed deer browsed the
canebrakes, savannahs, and grassy pinclands. Predarors included panthers, bobcats and wolves
Black bear, raccoons, squirrels, skunks and opossums lived on dry land whereas otters, muskrats,
southern minks, beavers, and alligators inhabited wetlands.

Coastal nvers were teernung with fish—bream, bass, catfish, and freshwater ecls along with
herring, alewives, striped bass, sea trout, shad, smelt and flounder that swam inland seasonally for
spawning.  Sturgeons from 3 to 6 feet swam in large numbers in tidewater nvers.  Spanish
mackerel, bonitos, red drums and sea bass were ammdant offshore.’

Birds included cranes, herons, eagles, hawks, ospreys and a multitude of other small birds.
Migratory fowl included ducks, geese, swans, Carolina parakeets and hordes of passenger pigeons.
Wild wrkey, flocks of more than 200, inhabiled the pinelands and maritime forests.*

: .

Native Americans probably reached South Carolina approximately 15,000 years ago.’ By
the time of European contact they had develeped into a diversified culrure that focused on
agricuJture {beans, corn and squash), semi-sedentary village life, platform mounds, and ritual burial
practices. Althouph they shortly disappeared following European contact, these Mississippian
peoples constituzed the height of Southeastern Indian prehistory

Native American seftlemnents varied through time, but the landscape of protchistoric and
historic peoples often consisted of old and new horticultural plots associated wilh scattered villages
that were located on bluffs along tidal streams and adjacent to maritime forests. Fire was used
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Lo clear new areas, revilalize existing plots, and to trap deer in the hunt.” Their alterations to the
landscape resulted in open woodlands, weedy old fields, pure pine stands on old sites, and
blackened forests destrayed by wildfire.?

Around the Charleston area, the Native Amenicans lived in seftlements of two types: 1)
a large communal, round house or 2) a serics or cluster of small round cabins,” These houses
were constructed of wattle and daub with roofs of (hatched palmetto leaves.'”

Ethnohistorical sources indicate that in 1600 approximalely 15,000 Native Americans lived
in the area we know today as South Carolina.  The Siouan-spenking ribes such as Catawba and
subordinate tribes such as the Santee, Sewee, PeeDee, Wateree, and Congarce were localed in the
north and eastern part of the state. {Figure 1) The Iroguolan-speaking Chemkem, their entire
nation consisting of approximately 30,000, lived in the northwestem part.!

Some 1,750 native Amenicans lived along a 100-mile strip of coastal area between the
Santes and Savannah rivers.” Along the southern coasts many smaller tribes, collectively known
as Cusabos, and speaking Muskhogean, a commeon ianguage of the Southeast, were refated to the
powerful Creeks in Georgia and Alabama. The Yamasees, who did not setlle in South Carclina
until 1685, were (he most well-known of (his group.” The Cusabos and Seewees occupied Lhe
coastal area in the 16th century, but by the 1715, only one Seewee village remained ™

AT CONTACT
c. 1670

Figue 1. Indians at time of conact, ¢. 1670, (Reprinted wilth permission.
Map 4.2, Kovacik and Winberry, Sowh Carding: The Making of a Lardscape, p. 60.)
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EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD: 1526-1720

Early explorers of the 161h century laid claim to the soulheastern regions far France
ank] Spam long before English settlers came 10 Jamestown in 1607. Giovanni da Verrazzano,
in 1524, explored Lthe Atlantic coast for France and Lucas Vasquez de Ayilon explored the
eastern Carolinas for Spain in 1526, Hemando de Soto and Juan Pardo explored the Southeast
in the 15405, leading expeditions into the interior, French artempts ar settlement in the New
Warld ended in abandonment or destruction.

In 1565, the Spanish established strongholds af St. Augustine and one year later at
Santa Flena. The fort and mission there comstinrted a formidable Spanish presence in Carolina

Africans came to the Americas in these early expeditions as slaves, In 1526 free blacks
a5 well as slaves accompanied Ayllon 1o a settlement near Cape Fear and later when the
setilement moved to alongside the PeeDee River in the fall of thar same year. Slaves were
bemng imported 1o the West Indies as early as 1517, making way for slave rading over Lhe next
304 vears.

tnitial Rritish Coloni
The enormons demnand for manpower an West Indies sugar plantations gave rise to

more involuntary recruitment of Africans. When Barbados was sertled in 1627, ane out of {our
inhabitants was an African Negro."* By 1670, approximately 30,000 blacks and 20,000 whites
trthabited the 15land. Land shanages, crop failures, epidemics, [ires, and hurricanes, socn
caused many planters to seck fortunes elsewhere, Thus, Barbadians immigramts comprised Lhe
largest proportion of first permanent settlers to Carolina. '

The :irst English seftlement in Carolina was made on Lhe Ashley River, bt the
colonists moved ten years later to Oyster Point.  The city of Charles Town was thus founded al
the confluence of the Ashley and Cooper Rivers. The Barbadiens commg to the new settle-
ment were rewarded enormous grants of land through a land policy, or headright system. A
man waveling 1o the colany would be allowed 150 acres for each male he transported there,
including himself, 100 acres for each female, and 100 acres for each male under 16 years of
age. This amount would later be reduced 1o 50 acres per parson brought in to the provinee.”

Much of the initial work on the land involved clearing massive trees and splitting logs
in order to make huts or houses [or slaves and squanng and sawing logs to make Lhe houses
for the freemen and their families. Three acres were expected 10 be cleared and cultivated
a'mnu.-alI;,(.'Fj Sertlers planted cam and 1obacco during Lhese early years and just barely eeked a
living.!

: Several colonists tried to grow tropical fruits such as olives and citrus bint were
generally unsuccessful.® The single most profitable enterprise was raising livestock. Allowed
to roam freely and browse, carle became a source of protein for colonisis early on. In
addition to cattle, hogs became a commodity. By 1690, selling cattle, hogs, and com 10
newcomers was well-established !

Grazing had many advantages. [t required little labor, freed up manpewer for clearing
the land, and provided a source of food and income. Grazing afforded the olonists with the
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time and capital to plan for longer term economic growth. Mbney made from livesiock
enabled them to purchase slaves and servants.?

Barreled pork and beef were the third largest export commodity. Most of these were
exportod to the West Indies—1,963 barrels of beef and 1,241 barrels of park in {712.%

Deerskins were another commodity quick to assist the English in their search for
economuc stability. Traders gave glass beads, cloth, toals, knives, guns, powder and shol, num
and other manufactured poods to Native Americans in return for hides, By the end of the 17th
century, 50,000 deerskins were being shipped amnually from Charles Towne.

A merchant community quickly developed during the period 1705 10 1715. During this
time the Native American trade dominated commercial activity. The port became politically
arx economically dominant in the colony and remained so throughout the colonial period ®

Timber quickly became another industry to develop in the early settlement period. The
local need for housing sustained z constant demand.  In addition, intense cultivation of land in
the West Indies for sugar cane had left the islands devoid of any wood products, Carolimians
quickly began providing Barbados and other islands with wood for cane boiling fires and
staves for barrels to ship molasses. Beef, pork, com, and lumber products were also shipped
in larggﬁ quantities. 1t was Lhrough these industries that Carolinians got a start in the New
Woarld.

Given the hardships of starting a new life with different resources, the first farms and
plantations in the Charles Towne area were actually frontier farms seeking economic stability
through the use of a few slaves, Typical farms needed lahorers able to tend cattle, clear land,
fence off the land for pasture, build pens for calves and shelters for hogs. Cther types of work
included butchering, barrel-making, salt gathering, packing and loading meat for export. These
small fmz';ns were the precursors to large cash crop plantations emerging in the mid to late 18th
century.

Navai siores were another indusiry to find success from the vasi narural resources of
Carolina.  Although it developed slowly due to a Jack of processing knowledge and a shortage
of labar, 2tﬂhi: industry peaked in 1720 with 40,000 barrels of tar and pitch exporied to
England.

Caroiina became a major producer of naval stores in the American colonies, Eamings
financed more land acquisition and slaves. The success of the industry cansed a flood of
products and a resuiting decrease in prices. However, when England later tumed to the Baltics
far their supply, demand dropped. In addition, Parliament reduced its subsidies to the indusiry
in Carolina and eventually allowed them to expire. By the end of the colonial period, the
naval stores industry had faltered

Naiv :

Most Nalive Americans were willing to trade with the colonists and creale for
themselves a2 more secure environment. They hun2
ted animals that were traded for hoes, kentles, knives, jewelry, and axes. Such items increased
their prestige within the tribe and made their lives easier.”

‘The Sewees, one of the local tribes, allied themselves and provided food for the
English. They and other local Nalive American groups also assisted the English during raids
by the Spanish.*! The Kiawahs were known to have shown the English where to setile their
colony at Charles Town Landing ¥
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Having formed alliances with the English, many Narive Americans were more than
willing to capture their enemies and exchange themn far goods. Native American slaves were
shipped to Europe and the northern colonies in renum far cattle, black slaves, or white servants.
However, concern over reprisals from the tribes and threats to the fur trade influenced colonists
to look elsewhere for their labor supply ®

One such incident was the Yemasee War in 1715. As deer and other animals became
scarce, the Yamasees became more and more in debt and feared enslavement themselves.
Shady trading practices of the English traders further increased the distrust Yemassees held for
the white man. The resulting war pushed the southern frontier back o Charles Town.

Old world diseases would be disastrous for the local tribes. Having no resistance,
many would die within 2 few days after the amval of European traders. Diseases such as
smallpox, measles, influenza, and typhus took enormous tolls on Narive Amertican
pepulations ™

Natives closest to the shores suffered most resulting in dramatic declines in populations,
The Sewees gradually moved away from the Charleston area having lost large numbers to
snw]lljaox and other diseases. Their population of 800 in 1600 had declined to only 62 by
1716 Of the approximately 10,000 Native Americans living in the Piedmont and Coastal
Plains of South Carolina in 16835, only approximetely 7500 remained 15 years later. Disease,
war, and slavery continued to reduce this population to a mere 300 by the end of the 19th

century. ®

Although white labor was common in the form of indentured servants, many settlers
preferred the slavery system. It was not an umcommon way of life as many who initially
imported slaves had come from West Indies plantations where slavery was already
institutionalized. During the early colonial period there were no diplomatic or strategic
problems or fears of reprisals as there were with Native American slaves. It was cheaper to
import blacks from the islands than bring in labor from England. In addition, there were
unlimited terms, a constam source, and no reprisals for harsh treatment.”

Demand for labor increased with the clearing of land for pasture, (he development of
Lhe timber industry, including naval stores, and the production of meal. During the first 25
years after initial settiement, blacks were on equal footing with Nalive American slaves and
indentured servants. Many worked complimentary tasks side-by-side wilh their masters. As a
result, blacks became involved with a diversity of jobs: driving cattie, hewing logs, coopering,
and fishing. Blacks were good pathfinders in (he wilderness as fewer Natives remained. Many
served as guides and translators for fir traders.® Others became good boatmen or were soupht
for thejr skills as sawyers.™

Shared difficulties allowed for unified forces on (he homefront. Hostilities with Lhe
Spanish in the scuth, constantly shifting relations with Native Americans, and fear of Atlantic
pirates urged whites and blacks to work together for secunity. Also within the colony was the
concern with daily provisions, threats to livestock, and building bridges. These were all
commonly done by black males for benefit of the whole *

Blacks participated in the defense of white settlers mn the Yemasee War of 1715, Some
were given their freedom in exchange for defending the colonies. Most slaves, however,
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probably had no choice in the matter. Accounts Jist as many as 400 blacks joining white forces
in response 1o the Nalive American threats. "

During the height of the naval stores industry, blacks excelled in the skills needed to
extract turpentine from pilch pines. Others had a hand in the fur trade, collecting skins from
Nalive Americans, and trimming, weighing and pecking the pelts for shipment to England
By the end of the 1720s, a larger partion of the labor force was devoted to naval slores and
meal production than to rice.”

Papulation figures for blacks and whites indicate the black population exceeded that of
whiles as early as 1708. Figures show 4,080 free and indemtured whites, 4,100 black slaves
and 1,400 Native American slaves. By 1720, those figures had grown to roughly 6,500 whiles
and 12,000 blacks. In 1720, Christ Church Parish, east of the Wando River, had 637 slaves
and 535 free whites. {Approximarcly 49 people per taxable acre with 54 percent of the total
population being black ) St. Philip's Parish, including the city of Charles Towne, had 1,350
slaves and 1,415 free whiles. {23 per taxable acre and 50 percent of the total population being
black.)*

Rice

The introduction of new varieties of nice brought increasing interest in the crop by the
end of the 17th cenhury, Historian Peler Wood states that the knowledge of West Africans in
the cultivation of rice in their homeland, was the key to the "discovery” (hat the crop does well
under flood conditions. Planting and covering the seeds, hoeing m unison to work songs, and
the patiern of cultivation were all retained from West Affican forebears.*

Black slave labor was heavily relied upon for the production of rice, The sheer
physical strength needed [o clear swamp land, plant, hoe, harvest, and transport to market was
enormous.  Afiicans also carried 2 partial immunity to certain lowland diseases which
.ncreased the landowners' preference for slaves. Yellow fever and malaria were common
diseases in Africa Acquired immunity end particular penetic changes through the sickle cell
trait gave Africans an advantage over Europeans when exposed to these diseases,® ¢

Rice emerged as the staple commodity during the first 50 years of settlement. It was
exported to Greal Britain, to the northern colonies, to the West Indies, and, after 1730, to
southern Europe. By 1715 more than 8,000 barrels were shipped annually fram Charles
Towne. The cultivation of rice spread along the coast north and south of the city and exports
reached almost 40,000 barrels per year by the 1730s.

(arolina's tidal rivers and streams made transportation easier and this affected the
general settlement patterns.  Early settlement had concentrated around Charles Towne with
slow growth of a population dependent upon trade with Native Americans, carlle, and forest
industries. Colonists selected plantation sites based upon several locational factors, but the
most important during initial settlement was access water transportation. The 1685 Thomiton-
Morden map (Figure 2) shows clusters of plantations along major waterways. The Wando
and Hobcaw Crecks also show some settlement. By 1715, naval stores and the developmg
rice industry grew along with a population increasing to 16,000 (6,000 whites and 10,000
blacks) Settlements were concentrated along the Cooper, Ashley and Edisto Rivers with a few
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Figure 2. Thomto-Morden Map of 1685,
Cinirtesy of the Charleston Museum, Charleston, South Carolina.

clusters near Beaufort and along the Sentez. At this time 90 percent of the population was
living within 30 miles of Charles Towne.*®

Pans army; 44
Christ Church Parish, known historically as (he Wando Neck, was creared in 1706, (he

results of the Church Act of 1706 which estabiished ten church parishes outside of
Charleston.*® Most of the parishioners of Christ Church were very poor farmers and
mechanics. ¥ They kept canle, mostly free-ranging, and regularly burned the woods 1o
enhance grazing areas. Some people were involved in (he Native American trade, selling hides
and deerskins in Charles Town. Many inhabitants hunted the abundant wild game to supply
food for therr families. Native American shell mounds were used to produce lime and make
mortar for building, whitewash, and crude bricks. Clay deposits found in the parish provided 2
source for bricks. Many worked to produce turpentine, rosin, lar, and iumber,

By 1721 there were 107 farmlies living in the parish—400 whites and 637 slaves. In
1724 the parish grew to include 470 whites and 700 slaves.™

Some of the panshioners listed in the Parish included Benjamin Law, efected church
warden in 1727, Joseph Law is listed as a parishioner in 1732 along with James Allen. In
addition. William Pinckney, Charles Pinckncyv's grandfather, is listed as a new member in
1740.  These three family names are associated with tract of land which we know today as
Snee Fu. o,
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Snee Farm 1s bounded on the north by Long Pomt Road, This road, referenced as carly
as 1707 as the "Seawee Broad Path”, connected Govermnor Sir Nathaniel Johnson's lands on the
Sewee Bay with Bermuda Town. Christ Church Parish historian, Anne King Gregorie™ in her
footnote cites a 1707 Assembly act which ordered the widening of the path to 16 feet. Long
Point Road extended from Belvue-Bermuda plantarion west of Boone Hall to Christ Church at
present day U.S. Highway 17. The establishment in 1719 of Long Point plantation, situated
north of Bermuda plantation, apparently was responsible for the renaming of the road,

Today Snee Farm consist of 28 acres of whal was origially a 500 acre land grant 1o
Richard Builer in the [ate 17th century. The Thorton-Morden map of 1685 shows a Butler in
the vicinity of the site (Figure 3). A 1733 Memorial to Beryamuin Law, in Charlcston, states
that the grant to Richard Butler was made on Decemnber 5, 1696.% Sometime betwern 1696
and 1730, however, Butler conveyed Lhe 300 acres 1o John Givens for in 1730, Givens left the
parcel of land to Benjamin Law.” {See Chain of Title in Appendix A)
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The land was desenbed as "situate in Berkeley County buning and bounding on land of
Thomas Boone to the Northeast and upon the land of Mary and Sarah Sims o the Southwest. .
. "% In 1738, 615 acres were sold to John Allen. The plar preparcd that year shows only
property boundanes with Captain Thomas Boone's property on the north (Figure 4}

Allen increased the size of the farm by purchasing the 100 acres owned by James and
Serah White (formerly Sarah Sims} in 1744, This consolidated the farm into 715 acres.

MIDDLE AND LATE COLONIAL PERIOD

Rice

The switch from inland swamp nice cultivation to tidal rice in the 1730s created great
demands for slave labor. The stave population in South Carolina jumped to 52,000 in thel 760s
and almost doubled to 100,000 by the Revolutionary War.”” Tidal rice lechnology involved a
systern of ditches, dikes, canals, and munks which diverted tidal waters from rivers and streams
onto the rice fields. Tidewater rice cultivation was practiced along the tidal portion of the
Savannah, Ogeechee, Combahee, Ashepoo, Edisto, and Cooper Rivers.

Indigo was another major commercial crop in coastal Carofina. Charles Pinckney's
greal aunl, Eliza Lucas Pinckney, along with the help of French Huguenots, successfully
reintroduced the crop in the mid-18th century. During the French and Indian War, exports
exceeded .5 million pounds annually. However, by the mid-1770s the crop peaked al over |
million pounds.®

The higher lands behind rice fields were ideal for indigo cultivation. Large acreages
occurred along Lhe coast and m the back country. Contemporary estimates of a typical
lowcountry plantation in 1755 include 60 acres of indigo, 25 acres of rice, and 32 slaves.
Cantle, hops, sheep and poullry were also part of the agricultural scene. ™

_— :

Racial tensions had been felt early in the colonial period.  Acts to restrict negroes
appeared as early as 1712, and in 1721 a citizens' watch was formed in Lhe city of Charles
Towne® By 1730, fear of insurrections in the provinee had prompted churchgoers of Christ
Church parish to carry guns to services.®

Fears of upnsings forced slaves into more menial tasks, and as the colony becarne more
stable with its nce-based agriculure, white contro! over the economy tightened. Blacks began
finding themselves restricied more and more to servile positions, and pushed out of positions
that had before provided them conlact and equal footing with whitcs. More and more blacks
were being confined to agriculiural labor such as hauling and loading rice, cultivating and
processing indigo, collecting and dispasing refuse, building roads, and cutting canal passages.®

Still, the transition was gradual. Even afier 1720, there remained a hiph demand for
skilled blacks. Duning the decades lollowing 1720, many were sold wilh their tools of trade.
Adverlisernents sought drivers, blacks with knowledge of planting, coopers, cooks,
scamstresses, housewenches, washerwomen, "waiting men", boatmen, fishermer, blacksmiths,
and ploughmen.*
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Populagons

Forty thousand black slaves and twenty (housand free whitcs lived in Carolina by 1740,
Huge increases in slave importation occurred afier 1725 coinciding with the rise in rice and
indigo production.” The British Surveyor General William DeBraham estimated there were
35,000 frec whites in the city and country and 80,000 slaves between 1751 and 17719

The white population tripled during the period 1730-1760 with Germans, Irish
Protestants, Welsh Baptists from Pennsylvania, Scotch-Irish, and Swiss Protestants sertling in
townships, homesteads and arcas of the frontier.®

Economy

Many factors contributed to the rise of Charles Towne's Golden Age. Beginning in
1730, business activity (lourished around the success of rice and indigo production. Charles
Towne merchanits also established enterpriscs within he interior along river townships to bring
wheat, indigo, tobacco and com to market. A southem port on the Gulf Stream and an ideal
stopping point to and from the West Indies, Charles Towne rapidly grew to be a major seaport
on the castern scaboard. Some 300 to 400 ships made stops there annually, sailing on to
England, Holland, the West Indies, and the northemn colonies. Exports rose 600 percent from

- 60,000 pounds sterling in 1720 to over 400,000 pounds sterling in 1769.9

Canle were still very commeon to the coaslal areas. Memens® writes that an estimared
800,000 cattle filled coastal cowpens, swamps, and planters’ lands in 1751.

Architecrural hustorian, Roger G. Kennedy, has traced the architectural styles from the
West Indies planters to the colonial Carolina lowcountry, and provides a view of the early 18th
Charleston landscape. Kennedy notes that (he successers of the West Indian planters did not
live on their plantations but rather they "...created a little London in Charleston, from which
they paid state visits to (he overseers of their rice, indige, and cotton plantations.”  Although
the cnlonﬁiqal gentry possessed great weallly, it did not often result in "large and elegant country
houses."

By the late colonial period. plantation houses begin to appear oricnted towards
roadways as Lhese ransportation routes became important with waterways. By 1751, several
roads, bndges, privaie roads to plamarions, landings, and several causeways across marshes
had been built. This infrastructure was important in the establishment of parish systems and
shgwed a general movement of populations into the interior regions. Plantations were widely
dispersed as indicated in the Faden Map of 1780 (Figure 5} The dispersed setilement patiern
continued 1nto he 19th century in Christ Church Parish as seen in the Mills Atlas of 1825,
Charleston District (Figure 6). .

Transportation to Charleston during the 18th and 1Sth century was by boat, and public
and private landings can be found on numerous early plats and maps of the area. The 1818
plat of Snee Farm (Figure 7) indicates an "old causeway” leading in a northwesterly direction
10 Boone Hall Creek and suggests the use of a landing there during Pinckney's time.
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Figure 6. Mills Atlas, Charleston District,
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Revolutionary War

The war creared many physical changes in the landscape of Charles Towne and the Wando
Neck. Fortifications were completed at Haddrell's Point in 1775 and at Fort Johnson. Fort
Moulmie, on Sullivan's Island, was also built.

The partisan war also created much conflict, death, and destruction in Lhe colony. Churches,
plantations, and crops were bumned and approxumately 30,000 slaves were lost from having run
away, having died, or from having been stolen.® Property was seized, looted, and for the most
part devastated.

Affican-Ameticans played important roles in the construction of defense works throuphout the
Charleston area. Indeed, Charies Pinckney acknowledged (heir part in a speech quoted in
Gordon’":

They were, as they still are, as valuable a part of our population o the Union as any other
equal rumber of inhabitants. They were in monerous instances the pioneers and, in all, the
laborers of your armies. To their hands were owing the ereciion of the greatest peart of the
Jortifications raised for the protection of our cowntry; some of which, particularly Fort
Moudtrie, gave at that early period of the inexperience and untried valor of owr citizens,
immortality to American arms; and in the northern states numerows bodies of them were
enroiled into and fought By the sides af the whiles, the batiles of the Revolution

: h ‘ " o
In 1748, Jofn Allen died and his widow, Anne Scott Allen, married John Savage. Savage sold
Snee Farm in 1754 1o Charles Pinckney 11 {1731-1782), a member of the lowcountry pentry,
and a wealthy Charleston atlomey, public servanl, and planter. Colonel Pinckney acquired
Snee Farm soon after his marmiage to Francis Brewton, sister of Miles Brewton™. A late 18th
century plat {eopy not reproducible) of the estate shows only two houses on the property; one
on the narthem boundary and one on (he south along the "Public Road to the Church Street™.?
The house located on the northem edge appears to be in the same location as cruciform-shaped
area drawn on an 1818 plat drawn for the subsequent owner, Francis G. Deliesscline (Figure
7). The house on the northemn boundary may have been standing when Colonel Pinckney
purchased the land. To dare, archeological investigations have yet to locate the site of (his
structurce.

Colonel Cherles Pinckney died in 1782. The probate inventory of 1787 indicares he had 40
slaves at Snee Farm including a driver, sawyer, a wheelwright, a cooper, a gardener, an
oarsman, 3 carpenters, and 5 [ield hands.™ The use of an oarsman is reinforced by the
acknowledgemnent of a landing and boathouse located north of Pinckney bridge. In a court
cas¢ concerning a land dispute between William Mathews and John Harlbeck in 1844,
descriptions of Lhe property provide the following;

- - - About three chains below the [Pinckney) bridge are 1o be seen the marks of an old canseway, and . . . the
traces of an old road leading 10 it. The old boat house of Snee Farm, when it was held by Charles Finckney and
Govemor Pinckney, stood just below the old causeway, and the boat landing was immediately below the house.™

27

]



A R e

a7ﬁfu_.4r:r.-rw

-

P

el
-

: } "r .
si MG‘I{/}-"" /Jl(-(-""(rﬂ' tmf/% L .-ru..-} r.s;axr,'l(ctdp f/ ‘{w
Fd ax/au ;4,._,‘“ 4B z‘;,_ wdfﬁ: ,.-"f “U‘,ﬂ:’rf/j/{” i A
@41&; /é/la..d{uft’é}u d‘:{;/,x?;fax o o ?'({{"?:r N

ié?f?rf o : t{r’mﬁu (f/d"'/ / / ) _f“?// rf«’fzf?x?ﬁ/f?’éw
f._{'r:vt»r‘-’ -f(_ LT R é ——— "‘I‘

LEVON ek eI

b »,' o
i o . e P —
;:I . 4’#{:& Fodr oo o Py = )f’:‘,; .,_{”/;d’f;u }/?%’WW
; s 7 T ‘
|

: L . - - o -
‘: /{}"' /ffii‘jmj’/u_? -""""/ reak //;;;R}
\.S:/ FAA i 4;; -

-

KT SRR SRR, B .- .
= e P R

- I - = L

Figure 7. 1818 plat drawn for Francis Deliessetine. State Plat [1], Vol. 39, p.78.



Colonel Pinckney specifically stated in his will that Snee Farm, along with Drainfield and
Fee Farm at Ashepoo, be retained while other properties of his be sold to pay his debts. This
would indicate that Snec Farm was a profitable and, perhaps, favorite place. His son, Charles
Pinckney III {1757-1824), inherited the property following his fathers death in 1782.%

Archeological investigations conducled a1t Snee Farmn have revealed the location of
extensive 18th and 19th century brick foundations, some of which date 10 the Pinckney period
of occupation. Recent archeology suggests (hat the farm during CPII's ownership was quite
active, Discoveries of wine bottle seals with the Pinckney name and a silver spoon with
initials of Colonel Pinckney and his wife ure strong evidence of the family's residency.

It 1s known that Colonel Pinckney spent Christmas Eve and Christrmas day of 1775 at
Snee Farm.” Given the apparent activity and use of the farm by Charles Pinckney's parents,
it is believed thal Snce Farm played a prominent part in his youth. Funther research may
reveal how the Pinckneys spent their time at Snee Farm.

Young Charles Pinckney mherited Snee Farm from his father's estate. Snee Farm was
known as his country estate, but he also owned several plantations in the lowcountry and one
on the Congaree River near Columbia. He maintained an elegant three-storied brick residence
flanked by a cammape house and stable buildings at 16 Mecting Street in Charleston. The
townhouse was probably hus principal residence after his marmage to Eleanor Laurens in
1788.™ South Carolina historian, Dr.George C. Rogers stated (hat Charleston was at her peak
in 1788 and (hat all the Pinckneys {Charles, Charles Colesworth, and Thomas) had fine
residences in town.”

A review of the 1790 Federal Census provided no information on Charles Pinckney's
residence.  The records simply recorded that he owned 14 slaves in St. Phillip & St. Michael,
52 slaves in St. Bartholomew, and 45 slaves in the Orangeburg District.  Slave laborers and
skilled staves at Snee Farm may have been managed by an overseer at this time®

During his second term as Governor of South Carolina, Charles Pinckney wrote to
George Washington offering Snee Farm for a rest stop on his tour to Charlesten in 1791, In
the inviration he requested the President "to make a slage at a little farm of mine in Christ
Church . . . . I must apologize for asking you to call ar a place 50 indilferently furnished and
wherce your fare will be entirely that of a farm".®' President Washington recorded in his diary
after his breakfast at Snee Farm on 2 May 1791; “Breakfasted at the Country scat of
Governor Pinckney abeut 18 miles from our lodging place and then came to the ferry at
Haddrell's Point. . . " Historian Waller Edgar notes (hat Washington's use of the word
"seat” in his description of Snee Farm emphasizes the important status of Pinckney's country
<slate. In England country seats were considered much more than mere farms. He further
cornments Lhat [8th century etiquette would have required the use of more modest terms
when describing one's own property. Hence the use of "farm” by Pinckney in his leticr to
Washington.® Pinckney was, by this time, not spending much time at Snee farm and by 1795
he had leased it to Samuel Cripps.*

Pinckney qualified as exceutor of his father's estate on April 16, 1798, sixteen years
after his father's death.® This lengthy period sugeests some legal difficulties may have been
associated with the Colonel's estate. Pethaps further research into county records may reveal
sormething about the activities on the farm benween 1782 and 1798,
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An examination of the 1800 Federal Census shows that Charles Pinckney was listed as
a resident of the City of Charleston, but no members of his family or slaves were counted.
His name also appeared in (he list of slave owners in Christ Church Parish. Pinckney's name
appears next to the names of William Dunlap (19 slaves) and Deliesseline (23 slaves)
suggesting (hese men were acling as his representatives, land agents, or overseers. The
census record does not state the location of the slaves but it is probable that the 42 slaves
were al Snee Farm ¥

Again, in the 1810 Federal Census Mr. Pinckney was listed in Charlesion and no
household members were enumerated, but he was listed as (he owner of 58 slaves in Christ
Church Parish,”” The number of slaves is similar to the number of slaves Pinckney inherited
from his father's estale. Based on the evidence, it is reasonsble to assume that slave lifc and
labor at Snee Farm had not changed since the American Revolution.

Because no family papers or Snee Farm plantation records are known, we have no
description of the farm other than two survey plats from 1783 and 1818. One Charleston
County record reported that Charles Pinckney's Snee Farm and several other properties were
“wholly unproductive” and some of the properties were "in perishing condition the houses
going to ruin and daily diminishing in value."®*

Walter Edgar's 4 Documeniary History of Snee Farm prepared for the Friends of
Historic Snee Farm in 1991 contains he following an excerpt from an 1817 advertiscment in
the Charfeston City Gezette and Daily Advertiser, 21 February 1817. Snee Farm plantation
was described as: "...conlaining about 800 acres with (he necessary buildings well suited for
supplying the Charleston markets. Also, about 60 head of catile which may be seen on the
farm." ‘The 1818 plat presents a graphic picture of rice eultivatior, land usc, and a presurncd

garden,

Weallhy planters who had been to England were known to have spent the time and
moaney to erect stately gardens™, Henry Laurens, Eliza Lucas Pinckney, and Charles Drayton,
who were contemporaries of Coloncl Pinckney, fashioned their gardens from English models
of the time. They were characterized by geomeuic planting beds with straight walkways and
enclosed wilh fences or hedgerows. The fashion of the day encouraged the mixing of
vepetables, fruils and flowers in a decorative style. The combination of "decorative” with
"productive” illustrared 2 new gardening style known as the "ferme omee™.

As Colonel Pinckney was educated in England and kept close economic and social tics
with the mother conntry, there is a strong fikelihood that he installed elaborale gardens ar
Snee Farm., His wife, Frances Brewton, was also a member of one of the weal(hiest
Charleston families and she may have plaved a role in the development of Snee Farm.”' The
fect that Col. Pinckney's probate inventory of 1787 listed a gardener leads us to believe that
this skilled slave was needed for special gardening tasks. Obviously, the slave pardener had
tasks unlike thosc of the slave field hands.

Detals found an an 1818 plat (Scc Figure 7) indicare a rectangular cruciform pattern
and may represent a garden or garden plots located near the northem property boundary
adjacent to Long Pomt Road. Two tightly cross hatched rectangles on the south and east
edges of the pattern may represent a dwelling house and an associated structure,
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Evidence for a garden is found again on a later plat, probably related to an 1844 court
suit "Mathews vs. Horlbeck™ (Boone Hall lands). The plal bears the identification of gardens
in a section labeled "Park and Garden of Mr. Mathews.” Although details of the pardens are
not drawn, Lhe area indicated was in the same area where the earlier 1818 plat indicated &
cruciform-shaped garden north of the residence. Intriguing, also, is a quote by the lawyer
representing Mathews when the case against Horlbeck was appealed:;

Upon this tract Lhere has been comtinuous possession since the conveyance to Charles Pinckney
and perhaps long before, and a handsome garden and adjoining pleasure grounds besides houses
and fields have long existed on it and been carefully 1ended and embellished by Charles
Pinckney, Governer Pinckney and the Flaintiff®

Finally, one bit of informarion published in 1866 provides a fascinaling view of the
past cultural landscape at Snee Farm. DeBow's Review published an intriguing anicle in April
1866 which stated that Charles Pinckney was "fond of rambling over his farm” in Christ
Church Panish. The author, W. S. Elliot was a Pinckney descendent. Despite his reminiscent
and rather florid description of “Snee Farm" as the site of a “villa" with fountains, shrubbery,
an anificial lake, and fish ponds, Elliot offers the possibility of embellished pardens existing
during the Pinckney period™  His descriplion of "An avenue a mile long, with a grove of
luxuriant oaks, [which] led the way to the rustic residence...” correlates with the entrance
"avenue” found on other plat maps.* '

Colonel Charles Pinckney may have spared devastation to Snee Farm when he
abandoned the American cause in order to protect his property.® William Moultrie and
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney were paroled and kept quarters at Snec Farm in 1780 It was
during that time that Moultrie reported that the "quarters were excellent al Mr. Pinckney's
place called Snee Farm".® 7This indication that the farm was in good condition is further
supported by the fact that Frances Brewton Pinckney, wife of Colonel Charles Pinckney,
wrote after the war that she intended to spend more time at Snee Farm.”? Unfortunately,
Christ C;gumh did not fare as well. The church was buned by the British in 1782 and rebuilt
in 1788.

OVERVIEW OF THE CHRIST CHURCH PARISH LANDSCAPE: 1785-1860

At the end of the 18th century, colonial imprints still existed on the agrarian landscape
of the pansh. Rice remained a cash crop and planiers were finding enormous success with
Sea [sland Cotton. However, gencral farming and the production of provision crops for the
Chatleston market dominated this section of the parish. Although plantation owners generally
maintained fine residences in the City, they found Christ Church Parish plantations convenient
due to the short distance o the city, across the Cooper River. Plamation lands in the parish
had been selected not only for convenience, but for the suitability of the soils, available forest
lands, inland and tidal swamps, access to water transportation, and interior roads. The
Charieston countryside was viewed as a pleasant place for retreals and holidays at country
farms and plantations or houses in the village of Mount Pleasant .
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Recent historical and archeological research suggests a diversity of human activities
took place within Lhe agrarian landscape of the parish. The archeological remains of boat
landings, ship building ar ship yards, Lar kilns, Civil War earthworks, and brick yards have
been recorded from sites along Hobcaw Creek and the south side of the Wando River™.
Historians are now examining the history and cultural life of the former village of Mount
Pleasant, '™

Commoenly, in the early 19th century siaveholding planters and farmers of Christ
Church Parish sent rice, vegetables, conon, and livestock to the City of Charleston by boars
Just as they had in the lale 18th century. Whenever the prices for rice and coiton increased,
planters sought to increase their land holdings and purchased moare slaves to clear and
cultivare new fields,

South Carolina lowcountry historian, Charles Jovner states that "From 1804 to 1808,
at ieast 200 ships unioaded upwards of 40,000 black slaves at Charleston”. It should be noted
thal most of these slaves were destined for upcountry cotton plantarions at this period in time.
Although slave importation was abolished in 1808 by 1810, eight of every ten people in the
lowcourtry were black. The lowcountry had the highest proportion of Aficans than in any
other region of North America.' Cotlon and rice were Lhe staple crops cultivated hy slave
laborers in the countryside around Charleston by the 1820,

Snee Farm was probably representative of Lhe type of landholding in the area
Historic plat maps between 1818 and 1848 show tidal rice cultivation along a tidal creek at
Snee Farm. The plats drawn for post-Pinckney land owners show banks, canals, ditches, and
field divisions commeon to the tidal form of ree cultivation'®.

Typical of plantations near major watcrways, Snee Farm had primary approaches from
both the niver side, Horlbeck Creek, and the land side, to the King's Highway [1).5.17).'®
The agrarian landscape of the farm can be reconstructed from several historic plats which
depict the cultivated fields, types of land, spatial arrangemem of buildings (slave quarters and
main house cormplexes), avenues or streets, swamps, ponds, woodlands, roads, boundarjes,
witness trees, bridges, causeways, and adjacent landowners.'*

| i ‘

Rabert Mills' 1825 map of (he Charleston District provides a view of the general
scttlement parem of the Chnst Church Parish (Sec Figure 6). The names of landowners who
subscribed to his publication are indicated bt his map does not show the boundaries of the
landholdings. The owner of Snec Farm (Deliesseling) was not shown. The wansponation
systern {roads, fernes, and boat landings), the Christ Church, marshes, islands, forts, and the
antebellum viliage of Mount Pleasant arc illusmated

Recently, historical archeologist, Linda France Stein presented data on a shifl in the
settlement pattems of lowcountry plantations in Charleston County from the late 18th to early
19th century and has suggested thar this transition was related to the emergence of cotlon as a
staple crop in Lhe counuryside around Charleston.'" This hypothesis of settlement pattern
change was based upon cartographic analysis of a series of historic maps of the county and is
relevant 1o owr understanding of the evolution of the landscape a1 Snee Farm, Three historic
plantation paterns or layouts were identified by the Charleston County studv. Plantation
cormplexes along roads were arranged in a linear manner, showing a central drive with a large
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house at the end with smaller buildings (perhaps slave quarters) lining each side of the
driveway or slave sireet. Two other types of planiation setilement patterns, a linear cluster
and a more nr%mjc, non-linear group associated with rice plantations were documented from
historic maps.!

A number of historic maps of Snes Farm have been examined and found to exhibit
characteristics of the first plantation layout type. A plat attributed to surveyor Joseph Purcell
(circa 1783) shows only 2 buildings, one near the present day Long Point Road and one near
present day U.S. 17. A review of early to mid-19th century plats of the farm shows that the
main house was located near present day Long Poimt Road.  Although the spatial arrangement
of 18th century buildings at the farm has not been determined with certainty, archeological
investigations have yielded architectural remains and historic features daling Lo the 18th
century in the same localion as those of the 19th century (Brockington 1987, 1989, King
1991, Keel 1991-1992).

Whether or not the archeological resources comrelate with the tustoric plats remains to
be shown in the final archeological report. However, the historic plals do indicate that by the
1840s a main house complex and slave quarters were arranged in a linear pattern. A long
straight avenue leads south to north to the main house and a line of slave houses was located
off this main avenue farming an L-shape. It appears that (his spatial arrangement did not
change until 1863.

A map prepared for the Civil War Atlas shows a new localion for four structures,
presumed slave houses, along Long Point Road and east of Horlbeck Creek. It is possible
that the Civil War era map did not delineate all structures on the plantation.'®

Most of the residences built m Charleston County from 1800 to 1860 were built in
rural areas because of the slave-based staple crop plantation economy. Planter's houses of
this period were generally two story adaptations of the Greek Revival and Neoclassical styles.
Even the dwellings of overseers were commonly of two-story frame construction.

"Small farmer's houses may have been similar to the simplest planter’s residences.
Typically, cottapes of one or one-and-one-half stories, on a raised foundation, these had a
single-story porch across the facade; two ridgepole or rar chirmmeys in the laterat gable roof;
and sometimes dormers."'®  The prevailing vemacular house type in Charleston County
associaled with farms and villages was a central-hall fapmhouse with a full-facade porch. A
recent survey of extant vermacular fagnhouses in the county found that these housetypes often
include omamentation, possibly the result of the availability of locally-sawn and milled mm.
These central-hall plan houses, which prevailed prior to 1900, contained four principal rooms
with shed room or a detached kitchen commonly added (o the rear.

Slave cabins were small wood frame one story structures with a single gable and
exterior chimmey, The brick slave cabins at Boone Hall plantation {adjacent to Snee Farm},
are an exception due to the fact that the Horlbeck family was a brick manufacturer.'® Other
buiklings commonly found on a 19th century lowcountry plantation were: detached kitchens,
meat hiouses or smoke houses, dairy houses, rice bamns, rice mills, bams, storage buildings,
special use winnowing houses, and cotton gins.  Specialized structures such as indigo

33



processing facilities, tar kilns, cooper shops, blacksmith shops, boar docks, boat iandings, and
bndges were also found on lowcountry plantarions.

, 1 Vi

A summer viilage existed at Haddrell's Point on the east side of the Cooper River in
the 1780s but it was not until 1837 thal the town of Mount Pleasant was officially laid out. It
had changed significantly by the middle of the 15th century. A resident stated thar "In place
of being & small isolated Village, with a few straggling houses, the summer resort of the
neighboring farmers, it is now intimately connected with the City of Charleston, by a Steam
Boar Ferry, handsome dwellings have sprung up, a fine Hotel, and Shops and Factlorics have
been established, it is an incorporated town..." '

1%th Century Agriculture

Agricultural census data provides some clues about the crops and livestock at Snee
Farm. This daia available for 1850 to 1880 supplements the historic plat maps of the 1840s.
This information might also be used to infer that similar craps may have been grown at Snee
Farm m the early 151h century when Charles Pinckney gwned the land. The 1860 agricultural
census recorded a livestock operation at Snee Farm.  Com, peas, and beans were also grown.
An interesting fact is that in 1860, Snee Farm produced 58 bales of ginned corion and 100
pounds of wool. The owner of the farm, Lockwood Allison McCants, was also listed in the
I[ndustrial Schedule as a cotton gin operator.

In 1860, Chnist Church Parish recorded a drastic drop (81.3%) in rice production.
Since rice planters in the parish could not effectively compete with the tidal rice plantations
in the other parishes of the Charleston and Georgetown Districts they may have drained the
old nce lields and converted them to cotton fields or provision crops. Based on the census
data it appears thal Snee Farm was 2 mixed farming operation in the 1860s. As the Civil
War approached, parish planters were supplying livestock, cotton, and vegetables for the
Charleston market.'"!

THE CIVIL WAR ERA

Limited Civil War military actions occurred in Lhis section of the parish. In January
of 1861 the Rev. Mr, Fell of Christ Church reporied thal a company of Confederate soldiers
who were encamped nearby attended church scrvices. During the following winter, residents
of the "village" around Chnst Church sought refuge in the upper part of the stare, Palmeno
Banery was constructed as part of the defenses of Charleston and delineated on the 1863 Map
(O Charleston And [ts Defenses. (Figwre 8} The remains of the earthwork are located east of
US 17 near Christ Church and terminate at the edge of Copahee Bay.'"?

In her history of Christ Church, historian Anne King Gregory reported that: "Mt
Pleasant was not damaged by the guns of the enemy, and Christ Church was completely out
of renge...In September 1863.. Negro troops were stationed In the parish. A company of
Negro cavalry used Christ Church as a stable, and the church was wrecked"'”  Gregory
stated that plantation owners fled the panish during the war and that in 1866 only two white
famnilies had "... returned to their plantation homes m the parish, but in the chaotic conditions
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of the time, they were regarded by their friends as foolhardy, for ruin was on every side, and
most of the planters preferred to remain in their swmmer homes in Mount Pieasant" '

The map entitled Charleston And Its Defenses, Novermnber 28, 1863 provides a glimpse
of the landholdings end landowners from Christ Church to Mount Pleasant. The map clearly
shows the gwner's name, McCants, at the [ocation of Snee Farm (Figure 8). Christ Church is
shown al the intersection of three roads; two were named; Long Point Road and the
Georgetown Road. The third road terminates at the western end of the Confederate Battery on
the lands of Harlbeck (now Boone Hall). Generally, this map depicts widely separated or
dispersed plantations on the south side of the Wando River. The mile long plantation avenue
which transects McCants' Snee Farm may have existed since the colonial peniod; however,
there is no indication of a main house at Snee Farm. This Civil War map is an excellent
overall view of the area's seftlement pattern.

Followmg the Civil War the social structure, economy, and labor of Charleston County
was disrupted and subsequently changed. Free African-Americans adapted to changing
circurnstances.  Some Charleston County planters had to sell off their land or pieces of it and
white men with money hired wage laborers on a yearly contract or monthly, weekly, or daily
basis,'* In Christ Church Parish the first privale sale to blacks was Woodville Planation,
north of the Wando River. "In December 1863 it was divided inte 6 to 18 acre farms, and
220 blacks bought and settled them."!"®

The Cudtural Resowrce Survey of M. Pleasant, conducted in 1988, dlso identified
black ownership trends in the area. "The present day Affican-American community of
Snowdert, located on the north side of Long Point Road, appears to have developed between
the 1870s and the [irst decade of the 20th century when ar least three large tracts were
subdivided into small farms.""” In Christ Church Parish (he number of farms increased from
61 in 1860 to 517 in 1870.'"® White and black landcwners, tenant farmers, and farm laborers
produced cotion, rice, corm, sweet polatoes, and [ivestock while other residents found
cmployment in the fishing, timber, and the phosphate industries,

In 1870 the owner of Snee Farm produced less than half the amount of cotton as
before the war and Indian com, peas, and beans nearly equaled the prewar levels. Only two
horses and three mules were recorded in (he Census of Agricuiture.  The absence of livestock
and the reduced cotton production probably rteflects (he post-war economy. By 1882 the
truck (vegetable) (arms south of the Wando River were producing potatoes and cabbages for
shipment to the city markets.'"?

In 1870, 68 percent of (he county's tolal population of 88,863 was black and by 1880,
the ratio of blacks to whites had not changed, but the population had increased to 102,800.
There was a genieral population decline which lasted well afler the tum of (he century. '™
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Pinckney's farm was sold by (he Master In Equity to Francis G. Deliesseline in 1817
for the amount of $4,380.00."' On April 18, 1818, surveyor William Brailsford drew a plat
{See Figure 7) of Snee Farm with 767 1/2 acres situaled in the dismict of Charleston Christ
Church Parish on the waters of the Wando River for Francis G. Deliesseline.'® This plat of
Snee Farm 15 an excellent sowee of information since it shows the details of the marsh and
rice field swamps along the tidal creek (known today as Boone Hall Creek). The surveyor
drew cross-hatched field patterns to represent rice cultivation and a system of ditches, dikes,
and cangls. Two ditches nm north-south from boundary line to boundary line. A third ditch
runs east to southwest and Lhen notth into the tidal creek.  The road bisects (he property on a
N-3 line, beginning at the "J miie post” and terminanng near "Buifers Causeway' on Long
Pomit Road. It is likely that this 1s the mile long avenue which Ellion described in he
DeBows Review anticle.

This plat also illustrates the rectangular cruciform panem of a garden as discussed
previously in the section entitled "Pinckney Gardens". Two dwelling houses may be
represented in he tightly cross-hatched rectangles in the southern and eastern edges of the
garden. No slave quariers were shown on this plat which seems odd because all of the Jater
plats show quarters. It should be noted that nearty two-thirds of the tand area was identi fied
as woodland in 1818.'2 .

Deliesseline's tand was bounded on the nonth by that of William Horlbeck ({formetly
Capt. Boone), on the south by that of William Whilesides and Captain Hibbens, on Lhe west
by lands gramted to George Wolf, and on the northwest by Rutledge land. "Butlers
Causeway", across Lhe tidal marsh, on Long Point Road is indicated on the northwest portion
of the plat. The location of the church {Christ Church) at the six mile post was drawn as a
filied rectangie. At this time Lhe (reorgetown Road was known as the "Church Road 10
Hibbens Ferry.” This public road actually ran through the southem section of Snee Farm.

Scant information is available about Deliesseline. 1t has been reported that he was the
sherifl' of Charleston Courny and no deubt additional research would prove useful.’® Census
data for 1820 indicated that he owned 25 slaves in Christ Church Parish.'”® He appears as a
resident of the City of Charleston which suggests that Snee Farm was not his primary
residence. A biographical sketch of Francis Gottier Deliesseline states that, "some time afler
1826, he evidently found himself in poar financial and/or political straits, Unable to resolve
his prablems, he, without his farnily, abandoned his property to his creditors and moved to St.
Mary's, Georgia a self-imposed exile."® Apparently he was unable to meet (he terms of Lhe
Sncc Farm mortgage since by 1828 the property was conveyed by the Master in Equity to
William Mathews.'?’

Willizm Mathews:

Mathews purchased Snce Farm in 1828 for $3,150."* The sale price was less than (he
price Deliesseline had paid in 1817 (34,380). It is not known whether the main house at Snee
['arm plantation was constructed at this time or whether it was constructed at an earlier date
by Deliesseline.
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In 1830, the Census takers recorded Mathews as the owner of forty-one slaves in
Christ Church Parish in 1830: twenty-nine maie slaves and 12 female slaves.'” No household
or family members were enumerated in the population schedule,

Architectural investigations of the present dwelling house at Snee Farm commissioned
by he Friends of Historic Snee Farm concluded that the structure dates to the peried around
1820. The architectura] researchers were impressed by the "remarkably intact condition of the
dwelling house al Snee." The architectural investigators, Buchanan, Herman, Ridout, Tolson,
and Wenger stated (hat:

Very littlc has ocourred here in the way of changes that compromise the historic character of
the squcture Once parl of an extensive plantation district, this property is one of the few
surviving remnants still capable of evoking that agricultural landscape and the way of life it
sustained.

The house itself is a [ine and impormnt example of the Coastal Comage, a prominent element in
the cultural history of the Carolina lowcounmy and the coastal region of the upper south during
the late colonial and early Federal periods,'*

Two recent architectural surveys conducted in Charleston County and the town of
Mount Pleasant contained an histotical gverview and data on extart historic struectures in the
grea. The review of the Historical and Architectural Survey Charleston County, South
Carolina, 1992 survey data suggest Lhat the extant house {coastal cortage) at the Charles
Pinckney National Historic Sile is apparently typical of a small planter's residence or an
overseer's house.'”' The one and-cne-half-story wood frame double pile, gable roofed house
with dormers, represents a type of dwelling which was typical of the small planter's
residenices in Charleston County. ™

The Historic American Buildings Survey team prepared a historical narrative which
accompanted the measured drawings of the Snee Farm house, recorded in the sumnmer of
1990. The description from Lhe HABS report foliows:

The plantation dwelling house is 2 wood frame vernacular caflage-styie structure that is a rare
survivor of a from that was familiar to the 18th and |Sth connury South Caraling rural
landscape but has largely disappeared in this century. The story-and-a half gable maofed house
with dormers rests upon brick piers. On the Interior the principal rooms lie on either side of a
fully pareled central hall with stairs rsing from the nonh or back end of the hall. [n 1936 the
two wings were added. The house is built of native pine and cypress and the interior
omamentation is & vemacular inerpretation of Federal style carving,

The HABS architectural historian noted: "it seems most likely that either Deliesseline
or Mathews built the existing house.” Histonical information related to the Mathews peniod of
ownership provides insight into land use at Snee Farm plantation and establishes the fact that
Mathews principal residence was on Charlotte Street in Charlesten. The HABS
documenlation states:

Willizmn Mathews doescribed bimself, in his [ast will and estament. as a planter. Indeasd. it

appears that he owned considerable property.  His will, which Jeaves his real estate to his nwo
surviving daughters, lists five "planiations” including Snee Farm, two other tracts of land. a "lot

3B



of land with the buildings thereon™ in Mamyckborough and a "whar{ lot” in the same, a "Ferry
place” and Ferry, as well as "my house and Jot in Charlone Sreet where [ now reside..."{Will
K-199). His eslate included 352 slaves. Mention is made in an equity procecding, following
his death of & sloop "for the transport of his own crops 1o market.” It would appear from this
document thal Snee Farm was nat his primary residence.  Reference s made, however, (o
"certain other articles of furniture at Snee Farm” which were Mathews' private properry.  This
would seem to indicale tha it was a place where he spent some time.'™

The HABS documentation also provided some informarion about the productivity of
the planitation based upon equity court proceedings, Charleston Chancery Records, Bill 39, 6
December 1848, p. 7-8:

Snee Farm... devised to (Mathews davghter) Mrs. Hunt, canlaining about 700 acres of land and
serled by a gang of about forry-eight negroes, is, as your Orator has been informed. an
unproductive place: Thal the testator (Willian Mathews) bought it with the intention of making
comn and hay here for the use of Milton Ferry; that over and above the provisions used on the
piace iself, Snee Farm has scarcely done more. than 1o fiurnish bread for the hands at the
Ferry, with hay for the work-mules and horses at (the] livery.

It should be noted that the historic records show that the number of acres for the
plantation vary through time. This may be due Lo errors by surveyors given the nature of the
wellands or it may be thar additional lands were acquired by the subsequent owners. The
equity proceeding quoted above says that Snee Farm contain about 700 acres, but the 1841
plal map shows 915.24 acres. Four plats of Snee Farm associated with William Mathews'
peniod of ownership examined far this study are similar.* A main house complex or "A#.
Mathews seitfement” and a slave quarters are illustrated. All of these buildings were arranged
in & linear manner. William Mathews was cultivating 365 acres rice land, swamp, and
reclaimed marsh in the western section of the 915 acres macl. The increase from 767 to 913
acres is unexplained, but a series of plals were drawn for 2 land dispute between Mathews
and Horlbeck (landowner on the north). The 1841 plal shows that Mathews claimed
woodlands in the northern comer of Snee Farm.'™ (Figure 9) Also shown are the areas of
cleared high land and provision land. The emount of wetlands, rice land, and reclaimed marsh
were illustrated. ' Witness trecs, indicators of Lhe natural vegetation included: live oak, pine,
dogwood, gum, tupelo, red oak, chinquepin, whitc cak, and hickory. The plantation road or
“avenue" which appeared on the early 1818 plar still existed.

A second plal, McCrady Plat 5359, drawn for a land dispute between Mathews and
Horlbeck (owner of Boone Hall Plantation) shows the Jocations of Butler's Bridge and
Pinckney's Bndge on the road/causcway crossing the tidal crecks in Lhe northwest comer of
Spee Farm. The plat was drawn in 1848 and depicts Lhe remains of an "old settlement” in the
southwestern section of Snce Farm near the Georgetown Road.™

McCrady Plat No. 923 is undated but was probably related to an 1844 court suit
"Malhews vs. Horlbeck" (Bocne Hall lands). The plat bears the following identilication:
"Snee Farm Lands of Wm. Mathews." The survevor showed the location of "Pinckney
Bridgs" on the "Road from Georgelown to Libbey's Point” and previous surveyar's lines and
measurements along the northern boundary of Snee Farm.  The map also showed an important
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featurc labeled "Park and Garden of Mr. Mathews, discussed in the previous section entitled
"Pinckney Gardens.” (sex also an 1844 plal by Edward B. White, surveyor.'™)

The Federa! Census of 1840 listed William Mathews in Christ Church Parish.
Mathews died in 1848 leaving Snee Farm (o his daughter Susan (wife of Benjamin F. Hunt)
and the will was probaled in July 1848."® Alter his death there were disputes aver the
distribution of Malhews estate.  Apparently a suit was finally settled by the South Carvlina
Supreme Court and Snec Farm was sold to pay debis."™

No biographical material for William Mathews was found and the census taker simply
recorded that the Estate of William Mathews owned 59 slaves in 1850.' The 1850
agriculrural schedules should be examined for crops and livestock information.

Wil Cants: O f Snee Farm 1853 1o 1859

The HABS report stated that William McCants described himself as a planter of Christ
Church Pansh. "He mainlained a ‘house and {ot in Mount Pleasamt' as well as Snee Farm,
possibly dividing his time between Lhe hvo depending on Lhe season.™ Probate records
document that the farm was inherited by Lackwood Allison McCants in 1859.'%

Lockwood Alfison McCants: Owner of Snee Farm 1839 to 879

In Figure 8, A Map of the Defenses of Charleston, he names of landowners and the
overall settlement patiern of the area are clearly depicted. The Union map, shows "McCants”
as Lhe landowner for the Snee Farm lacation. If this map is correct then there was a
signilicant change 1n the number and arangement of buildings on the farm between 1848 and
1863. No main house is indicared and only four buildings are shown on this map compared
to the 11 buildings on the Mathews plats, It is intcresting to note that the old planation
"avenuc” appeared unchanged from he earlier piat maps.

The McCarts plantation also differs from the other plantations in the immediale area
because all the buildings (presumed slave quariers) are lined up along Long Point Road.
Perhaps a switch from rice to other crops may have necessitated the removal of the slave
quarters to make way for new crops. L.A. MoCanls was recorded in the 1860 Federal Census
as the owner of 34 female and 36 male slaves. His name also appears as a representative for
Lthe slaves of I.B. Lamb.

The 1860 Census, Agricultural Schedule shows thal L.A. McCants was farming 400
acres of improved land for a tolal of 880 acres. The cash value of his farm was $15,000.00.
He owned 5 horses, 7 asses or mules, 10 milk cows, 3 working oxer, 60 catle, 20 shesp, and
60 swine worth $3,000.00, He grew 1200 bushels of Indian com and ginned 58 hales of
cotton.  He produced 100 pounds of woel, 100 bushels of peas and beans, and 1500 bushels
of sweet polaloes. No rice was reported which suggests that Lhe old rice fields had been
abandoned, converted to dry cultivation for cotton or converted livestock pasture.

In 1870, the [Federal Census enumeralors estimated the value of Lockwood A
McCants real estate at $15.000 and his personal estate at $1,500 and the 35 year old McCants
identified himself as a Planter. His household included his wife Mary (age 38), Anna {age
13), Harmiet D. {age 11), Thomas G. (age 2), Lockwood A. (8 months), and a 70 vear old
woman named Sarah McCants (his mother?)."® The 1870 Industrial Schedule reported that
McCanis was the owner of 2 cotton ginning facility at Snee [arm and (he agricultural
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schedule indicated only 27 bales of cotton were produced (150 pounds per bale). His
livestock was limited to a couple of horses and a few mules. He produced 800 bushels of
Indian com and 100 bushels of peas and beans. The value of &ll farm products as recorded in
the 1870 census was $7650.00 and the cash value of the farm was $15,000. Only 400 acres
was considered improved land and the remainder was listed as woodlands. Lockwood A
McCants, like other white landowners in the parish during Reconstruction was faced with
soctal upheaval, racial tension, high laxes, and debts.  And like other landowners he may
have hired Freedmen as farm laborers or to operate the cotton gin. Some of the land may
have been rented to tenants. Deed records indicate that the farm was sold to William Jervey,
trustee for the estale of Francis Cordes in 1870, but the land reverted back to McCants,
probably because of a default on the payments,'

The 1880 Apricultural schedule recorded Lackwood A. MeCants as a farmer who once
again was producing cotton. Eighty-five acres yielded 50 bales of conon. He had 30 acres of
Indian com, 31 acres of Irish potaloes, and 4 acres of sweet potatoes. His land was valued at
only $5,000.00 (down from the 1860 value of $15,000). McCanls also paid wages to
African-American fatgrm laborers in the amount of $3,000.00.'* The farm also contained
500 acres of land classified as permanent meadow or pesture and 200 acres of unimproved
woodland and forest. Apparenily, his livestock only meluded a couple of cows and some
working horses and mules. He produced some poultry and eggs. His total acreage was 1300
acres, which obviously included more land than the Snee Farm tract in [880. By 1900 the
McCarts estale sold Snee Farm to Thomas J. Hamlin (1t should be noted that the Hamlins had
settled lands to the southeast of Snee Farm during the colonial petiod and their descendants
presently live in the parish).

POSTBELLIM AND CONTEMPORARY LANDSCAPE
Settlement Patterns

The new labor system of tenancy, emerging after the Civil War, remained into the
20th century. Settlement patterns reflected this change from the clusters of buildings in the
interior of a plantation 1o a series of houses scattered alonpside roadways. Tenants now lived
ot the land they worked and average holdings were about 44 acres per family in 1919.'%
Seventy percent of the South Carclina's tenants in 1920 were black and tenants operated 65
percent of the farms.'"" Fencing, to enclose livestock, was also a new fearure found in the
garly 20th cemmury South Carolina landscape. :

Cotton and com dominated the agricultural landscape; however, by 1940, soil erosion
and declining soil fertility prompted (he cultivation of cotton 1o move from inner coastal and
lower Piedmont areas mto the upper Picdmont region, Depressed prices, devastation fom the
boll weevil, and acute shortages of labor made growing cotton very difficult. Many converted
over 1o subsisterice crops. ™

Rice never recuperated afier the Civil War. Hurricane strikes between 1883 and 1913
damaged fields, levees, and trunk systems. By 1910 the state had produced only 0.5 million
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Low property values and poverty contributed to Lhe sale of several rice plantations in
the arca,  Attracted to the rice fields for duck hunting, northern industrialists acquired old
planlations and converled the lands into hunting retreals. Plantalion homes were renovated.
However, on occasion, the residences were destroyed.  For examiple, the Boone Hall residence
was replaced by 2 building more appropnate for entertaimng. New houses were constructed
for those employees needed to manage the hunting grounds.'™

Other crops besides cotton produced in Lhe coastal regions included corn, sweet
potatoes, tobacco, and soybeans. In 1933, New Deal programs served to increase prices as
less land was cultivaled in tobacco and cofton.  As a result, the tenancy system shrank
between 1930 and 1940."!

Tomatocs and cucumbers quickly replaced cotton as the principal crop in the coastal
counties of Charleston and Beauforl. Truck farming, begun as early as 1868, grew out of the
need to transport vegelables to a ready market. Cabbage and potatoes were initially planted
but Jarer replaced by cucumbers, peas, beans, and lettuce, The collapse of Sea Island cotton
left land to be farmed in vegetables and by 1940 tomatoes becamne a major crop.'*?

Most of the labor in truck farming came from black residents of the Snowdon and
Hamlin Beach communities. Long Point, Palmetto Grove and Copahee were some of Lhe
parish’s plantations to rely heavily on truck farming.'*?

Experimentation in Icss labor-intensive crops at the tum of the century included
commcrcial pecan proves. By 1899, there were 9959 pecan trees in the state, 3G7 of which
were in Charleston County.'™ John S. Horlbeck, owner of Boone Hall on Long Point Road
Gmecllg_sin 1507, a 600-acre grove and two smaller ones on his farm just north of Snee
Farm,

The 20th century also saw Lhe rise in the production of sca grass baskets sold as
household items and to tourists. Many of the weavers from (he Hamnlin Beach area sold their
crafis througn Ciarence Legerton's Sea Grass Basket Company (jater renamed Seagrassco) up
through the 1940s. Entrepreneurs later tock advantage of Lhe highway trade by setting up
stards along U.S. Highway 17, a principal tourist routc to Florida in the 1930s and 1940s.
The tradition became prosperous as numnerous stands lined Lhe roadside and sales provided a
steady income for the black community.

U.S. Highway 17, the South Atlantic Coastal Highway, was one of several federally
designated national highways that crossed the state. Paved in 1930, (his highway was a major
road of the New York to Florida tourist route in the 1930s, and as travel increased, motels,
courts, restaurants would soon appear alongside it. The opening of the John P. Grace
Mcmg?al Bridge in 1929 comnected Mount Picasant Lo Charleston by road for the first
time.

Long Point Road was not paved until 1966, and in 1988, the section of Long Point
Road from Whipple Road o U.S. Highway 17 was designated a state scenic highway.

Blacks dropped below majority during the period fom 1870 to 1940, from 59 percent
to 43 pereent of the state’s total population.”” Fick™ reports that by 1930, whites were a
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majority with 54.3 percent of the towl population. The demographic change was due largely
to heavy outmigration of blacks moving to northemn industrial cities.

Although Lhe Piedmont and upper coastal regions experienced much of the change in
population, lowcountry areas were affected as well.™ Charleston County population figurcs
were 87,965 (31 percent white, 69 percent black) in 1900. However in 1910, although the
population tolal had not changed much, ratios changed to 37 percent white and 63 percent
black. Again by 1920, (he ratio was 4] percent while and 59 percent black.'®

Between 1930 and 1980, South Carolina's cities began experiencing population growth.
Charleston County's population increased dramatically due to coastal development projects. ‘¢!
Much of the growth occurred in suburhan areas such as Mount Pleasant, Hanahan, Nerth
Charleston and Goose Creek.'™ Mount Pleasant's population rose from 1,857 in 1950 to
13,838 in 1980, with much of the rapid suburbanization occurring within the iast 15 years.'®
By 1990, the city's population had grown to 31,000

The community of Snowden developed during the late 19th century into the carly
2(th. Located on the north side of Long Point Road, the area was established when three
large tracts of land were subdivided into small farms, Many of the inhabilants were black
who worked al Long Point and Bermuda plantations.'®

t
Important industries in Charleston County today include fishing, commerce, farming,
and tourism. Comnercial shrimping became viable in 1924 in Charleston County and Shem
Creek got its first commercial dock in 1546. Competition for commercial and residential
development continues to threaten remaining cultural and natural resources in Lhe area.

Snee Farm Qwners and Landseng
In 1900, Thomas J. Ha::in bought Snee Farm and kept it for 36 years. Kollock's

Property Map of Charleston, 1932-34, indicates that the part of Snee Farm on Lhe east side of
Highway 17 belonged to the Horlbecks. (Figure 10) When this transaction took place is not
presently known.

Julia Welch Hamlin, Thomas Hamlin's daughter-in-law, living al Snee Farmn until 1935
spoke of a three acre cak and magnolia grove on the northeast side of the house as being the
most beantiful part of the farm.'"® A 1933 news article in The News and Cowrier stales that
the grove was nearly destroved in a forest fire.’® No date is given for the fire. Mrs. Hamlin
also thought the avenue of oaks exteuding from the front of (he house to the highway was
part of the beautiful grounds which disappearcd.

In 1936 the property was sold to Thomas Ewing. Ewing's daughter and son-in-law
bought Boone Hall across Long Point Road about the same time. The Ewings enlarged the
house at Snee Farm by adding flanking wings and making 2 few interior changes. They left
Snee Farm to their daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stone. Ellen Stone,
daughier of Thomas Stone remembers the origin of the existing flowering shrubs al Snee
Farm: "1. .. helped my mother create the lovely camcllia-azalea pardens around the house
and in the grove. When my parents lefl Holland they were presenied with 100 flowering
shrubs by Queen Julianna. Most of these went to Snee Farm and were planted by mother and
me'", 1%
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A 1941 aerial photo shows Lhe existence of several owbuildings at Snee Farm
including the Stone/Ewing library, a large stcture opposite the existing entry drve from the
library (a barn?), a caretaker's house (located south and west of the main house). and several
smaller buildings. The library was located northwest of the main house and housed the marny
books of Mr. Ewing.'” Today this structure is called Lhe caretakers house.,

Landscape features include fields and pastures, woodlands and canals alang the upper
reaches of Boone Hall Creck. The lower portion of the emury drive from 1U.S. Highway 17 is
lined with trees, but (he upper section leading all the way 1o the house no longer appears to
be used. No trees line this pant of the drive.

These landscape features are evident in a 1959 USGS map of the area (Figure 11)
The darkened areas on the map indicate trees or woodlands. Eight buildings are located, as
well as the entry drive, marshes and cleared [ields.

Joyce Holloweli'™ states that the existing cedar trees lining the entry drive fom the
south were already planted when she and her husband Guilds Hollowell eblained (he property
in 1968, They initially purchased 7 acres, including the house and outbuildings, and bought
the remaining 21 actes a few vears later. The rest of the farm was sold ta developers. Today
approximately 685 acres of the original Snee Farm has been converted into a golf course and
residential subdivisions.

Few changes were made to the iandscape during the Hollowell's 18 year stav, The 4-
stall bamn was enlarged to the present 10-stall structure in order to board horscs and the
caretaker's house, located southwest of the main house, was removed.

In 1984, the Hollowells sold (heir 28 acres to C and G Investments. Friends of
Historic Snee Farm purchased the 29 acres in 1988 and the farm was acquired by the
Department of the Intertor/National Park Service in 1590,
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Figure 11. From USGS Fort Moulmie Quadrangle, 1959,

47

----------



ENDNOTES

1 Timathy Silver. 4 New Face on the Cowtryside: Indians, Colonists, and Staves in
South Atlantic Forests (New York: Cambridge Uruversity Press, 1990), 17-19.

1 Silver, 26,
3 Silver, 30.
4 Silver, 30-31,

s Charles F. Kovacik and John J. Winberry, South Caroling, The Making of a
Landscape (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1989), 52.

¢ Kovacik and Winberry, 54.

7 Linda Stine, Revealing Historic Landscapes in Charleston County:  Archaeological
Inmventory, Contexts, and Management {(Columbia: South Carolina Institute of Archeology and
Anthropology, University of South Caroling, 1992), 62.

¢ Silver, 65. .

o Stanley South, The Unabridged Version of Tribes of the Carolina Lowiand Pecdee-
Seewee-Winuw-Waccarmaw-Cape Fear-Congaree-Wateree-Santee (Columbia; Research
Manuscript Series #20, South Carolina Institute of Archasology and Anthropology, University
of South Carolina, 1972), 13,14. Found in Stine, 62,

1w Silver, 56.

it Kovacik and Winberry, 60.

1z Silver, 39. '
13 Kovacik and Winberry, 60.

1+ John R Swantor, The Indians of Lhe Southeastem United Stares. Smithsonian Institution
Burea of American Ethnology Bulletin 137, Smithsonian Instinntion Press, Washington, D. C.
1979, p.182-183,

is Peter H. Wood, Black Majority, Negroes in Colonial South Caroling From 1670
Through the Stono Rebellion (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1974), 6.

16 Wood, 8-9.

48



7 George C. Rogers, Jr. "South Carolina," in The Encvelopedia of Southern History,
eds. David C. Roller and Robert W. Twyman (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
1979}, 1128

i Wood, 107,

1w Silver, 103.

o Silver, 144

2t Wood, 28,30.

z Wood, 33.

1 Silver, 71.

» Kovacik and Winberry, 69.
» Kovacik and Winberry, 82.
% Wood 32

7 Wood, 106.

2 Silver, 70-71.

=% Silver, 71.

» Silver, 102,

3+ Amne King Gregone, Notes on Sevwee Indians and Indian Remains of Christ Church
Parish, Charleston County, South Carolina (Charleston: Charleston Musewr, 1925), 7.

v Stanley South, Archaeology at the Charles Towne Site (38CH1) on Albemarie Point
in South Caroling, Part 1, the Text (Columbia: Research Manuscript Series #10, South
Carolina Institute of Archaeclogy and Anthropology, University of South Carolina, 1971).
Found in Stine, 64.

1 Wood, 39.
u Silver, 74-76.

3+ Michael Trinkley, An Archeological Swrvey of Longpoint Development, Charleston
County, South Carolina: Palmetio Grove Plantation (Columbia: Chicora Foundatior, 1987),
18.

» Silver, 82.

3 Wood, 43.
x Wood, 116.

42

|



1 Wood, 96, 105. See also Leland Ferguson's Uncommon Growad on African
lifestyles in South Carolina's lowcountry.

o Wood, 57,
a1 Wood, 128,
2 Wood, 114.
s Wood, 55,
4 From Table 1T in Wood, 146-7.

a5 Willlam R. Bascom, "Acculturation Among the Gullah Negroes," American
Anthropologist X111 (1941): 45.

% Wood, 63,

41 Two strains of malania are believed to have been prevalent in Central and South
America in Pre-columbian times: Plasmodium vivax and Plasmodiun marlariae, although
dangerous, did not inflict the brutal fatalities as did P. falcipertam brought to the New World
by Spanish conquistdors and, later, by African slaves. The vector, the ancpheles mosquito, has
always been present. Thus, the conditions were ripe for discase to take hold. {Dr. Alexander
J. Sulzer, Center for Disease Control, Atlanta GA, personal conversation.) For more
information see Sulzer, AJ., et.al., 1975. A focus of hyperendemic Plasmoadium malarice-P,
vivex with no P. falciparion in a primitive populalion in the Amazon jungle, Bulletin of the
World Health Crganization, 52:273-278.

& Kovacik and Winberry, 76.

» Edward G, Lilly, ed., Historic Churches of Charleston (Charleston: Legerton and
Co., 1966), 82-3. The Church Act of 1706 established ten church parishes outside of
Charleston.

0 Anne King Gregonie, Christ Chuach, 1706-1959: A Planiation Parish of the South
Caroling Establishment (Charleston SC: The Dalcho Historical Society, 19613, 20.

5. Gregorie, Christ Church, 25-6.
s2 Gregorie, 28, 32, 37.
s Sowh Caroling Stat, 1X, 9. Found in Gregorie, Christ Church, 19,

= Jalia A. King, drchaeological Investigations at Charles Pinchriey Snee Farm, Mt
Pleasant, South Carolina (M. Pleasant, SC: Friends of Historic Snce Farmn, Inc., 1992), 5.

ss 1730 Memorial. Found in King, 5.
% As quoled in King, 7.
57 Kovacik and Winberry, 73.

50



s2 Kovactk and Winberry, 74.

» John J. Winberry, "Indigo in South Carolina: A Historical Geography", Southeastern
Geographer X1X, no. 2 (November 1979); 97.

s Wood, 272-3.

st Gregane, Christ Chwreh, 31.
&2 Wood, 196,229,

& Wood, 196.

st Table 4 In Wood, 152.

& Lowms DeVorsey, ed., Notes from DeBrabm's Report of the General Swurvey
(Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, Tricentennial Edition, #3, 1971), 92.

s Kovacik and Winberry, 82-3.
& Kovacik and Winberry, 82-3.

& Roy H. Merrens, d., The Colonial South Carofing Scene, Conternporary Views,
1697-1774 (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, Tricentennial Edition, #7, 1977},
180-1).

& Kennedy notes that Drayton Hall is an exception and that the plantation economy of
the low country did not produce archilecture as ambitious as that built by owner-managers of
the great houses of the Virginia and Maryland Tidcwater. He mentions Medway, located 12
miles northeast of Charleston, as being on the fringe of the Barbadian subcoiony. Roger G
Kennedy, Architecture, Men, Women and Money in America 1600-1860, New York 1985, p.
45-46,and 55,

n Kovacik and Winberry, 84.

7 Asa H. Gordon, Sketches of Negro Life and History in South Carofina (Columbia:
University of South Carolina Press, 1929), 40-41.

r The Miles Brewton house in Charleston is Narional Historic Landmark,

7 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, McCrady Plat 4952. This plat
was examined by Dr. Charles Lesser, Senior Historian at the Archives. He identified it as a
Purcell's office copy and estimated the date ar 1783. The plat contains this 1dentifying phrase
"715 acres of land now belonging to the Estate of Charles Pinckney called "Snead" [sic]" and
shows only 2 houses on the property; one on the northern boundary and one on the south along
the Public Road to the Church St. The house located on the narthem edge appears to be in the
same iocation as a house shown on an 1818 plat drawn for the subsequent owner, Francis G,
Deliesseline. No other documents have been found which describe the buildings and cultural
landscape of Pinckney's Snce Farm.

51



H ang, 21

= Mathews vs. Horlbeck. Charleston, March 1844. Charleston Court of Appeals in
Law (Opinions), 1844-1855: 197-201.

%6 Charleston County Will Book A (1783-1786) page 432 and Charleston County Wills
Volume 26:527-533.  Surveyor,Joseph Purcell drew a plat of the 715 acrvs, Estate of Charles
Pinckney,located along the Public Road to the Church St., n.d. Copy in South Carolina
Archives in History.

7 Thomas Pinckney to Harriott Pinckney Horry, 24-25 December 1775, in Pinckney
Papers, Red Box D Undivided, Library of Congress as found in Frances Leigh Williams, 4
Founding Family (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1978), 87. Also in Lidgar, 6.

» N. Louise Bailey and Elizabeth Ivey Cooper, Biographical Directory Of The South
Carolina Howse of Represeruatives, Volume 1T 1775-1790, (Columbia :1981) 555-559.
Frances Leigh Williams, A Founding Family: The Pinckneys of South Carolina contains a
reproduction of a water color of Pinckney's house on Meeting Street, see page 246, The house
was sold on March 3, 1817 10 James Lowndes. The water color by arist, Mrs. Colden Tracy
assisted by James Lowndcs, 190Y, is in the collection of the South Carolina Hislorical Society.

& Interview wilh George C. Rogers by National Park Service historians Ruthanne
Mitchell, Southeast Regional Office and Mike Allen. Fort Sumter National Monument in
Columbia, June 1992.

 Charleston County Deed Book OG-8, page 111-116. A house and four acre lot at
Haddrell's Point called Shell Hall was included in the 1817 sale of his properties. See also:
Walter B. Edgar, Historic Snee Farm: A Documentary Record. (prepared for Friends of Snee
Farm:1991). Edgar noles that the Haddreli's Point House in Mount Pleasant was given to him
by his mother from her inheritance fom her brother, Miles Brewton,

st Quated in Edgar, 7-8.
z Edgar, 9.
g Edpar, 9-10.

s South Carolina Depariment of Archives and History, The Judgement Roils
identified as Cripps vs. Charles Pinckney have not be examnined. These judgements were dated
1759, 1801, and 1804 and may shed some light on the cenditions at Snce Farm. Court of
Common Pleas suils involving Frances Pinckney, mother of CP III should also be examined
since most of them dare from 1783-1790.

g Charleston County Wills 1783-1786 pp. 527-533. South Carolina Archives and
History (SCA&H) and printed in volume 39. CPIII did not inherit (he family residence on
Orange Street. Also copy m the Inventory in Will Book A (1783-1793) p. 431, Walter B,
Edgar, Hi: . 'rc Snce Farm: A Documentary Record, ms. 1991, p.15. Colonel Charles
Pinckney vied in 1782. His will had been wrinen in 1770, but was not proved until 1798, A

52



writ of partition could not be found, but Charles Pinckney 11I was the owner by 1795 when he
leased it to Samuel Cripps. '

% Bureau of the Census, Charleston County, Christ Church Parish. The 1800 census
also lists Deliesseline on another page of the Christ Church Parish along with 25 slaves.
Pinckney's son, Henry Laurens Pinckney is listed in Lhe Barnwell Dismict of Charleston
County.

» Bureau of the Census, 1810 Census of Population. Pinckney also owned slaves in
the Georgetown District.

& Nanional Park Service, Historic American Buildings Survey Snee Farm (1991), p. 15.
Charleston County Report Book, April 27, 1808-March 7, 1818:39%8-399.

s Bridenbaugh, 72.

s Sec Robert P. Maccubhin and Peter Marlin, Brifish and American Gardens in the
Eighteenth Century (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 1985) for articles by George C,
Rogers, Jr. ("Gardens and Landscapes in Eighteenth Century South Carolina”) and William A
Brogden ("The Ferme Omec and Changing Attitudes to Agricultural Improvement"),

st Her brother Miles Brewton built 2 grand house on King Street in Charleston in
1765, Miles Brewton's town house had elaborate gardens. She inherited a house near
Haddrells Point afier her brother's death in [770. Charles Pinckney may have inherited some
o[ his wealth and property through his mother or his uncle, Miles Brewton,

w2 William Mathews vs. Henry Horlbeck et. al., 7 April, 1844. Charleston Court of
Appeals. 1844-1845: 197-200.

9 Elliot errs 1n his assumption that "Snee Farm” was a corrupted version of "Fee
Farm." Fee Farm was a Pinckney plantation on the Ashepoo River. Elliot also suggests Snee
Farm as (he silc of South Carolina's first liberty pole, as well as the location of a family
cemetery. These implications will need further research.

% South Carolina Department of Archives and History. Plat maps from 1754, 1783(7)

and 1818 contain the only image of the farm which could be correlated with Pinckney
owriership. '

s Paul E. Brockington, 4 Cultire Resource Survey at Snee Farm, Charleston County,
South Carolina (Charleston: Historic Charleston Foundalion, 1987) 24.

% Walter B. Edgar, Historic Snee Fom: 4 Docienentary Record (Preparcd for the
Board of Directors of the Friends of Historic Snee Farm, 1991 ), 7.

s Edgar, 7.

st Town of Mownt Pleasant, South Carolina: Cultural Resowrce Survay (Charleston:
Preservation Consuliants, Inc., 1988}, 19.
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w Linda Stine, Revealing Historic Landscapes In Charleston County: Archaealogical
fmventory, Contexts, and Managemerd, Prepared for the County of Charleston Planning
Department and the South Carolina Department of Archives and History {Columbia:1992), 74-
4.

1w Mount Pleasant has received funds from the National Endowment for the Asts to
conduct history seminars.

ot Charles Joyner, "One People: Creating an Integrated Culture in a Segregated
Sociely: 1526-1990," in David R. Chestrut and Clyde N. Wilson, ed., 7#e Meaning of South
Carolina History: Essays in Honor of George R Rogers, Jr. (Columbia:1951), 218,

w2 For an explanation of various types of rice cultivation, see the following: David
Doar, Rice and Rice Planting in the South Caroina Low Cowntry.  Contributions from the
Charleston Museum, Vol. VIIL, 1936 (1970} and Sam B. Hilliard, "Antebellum tidewater rice
cultivation in South Carolina and Georgia” in James R. Gibson, Eiropean Settlement and
Development in North America: Essays in horor and memory of dndrew Hifl Clark
(Toronto:1978), 91-115.

i3 National Park Service, Historic American Buildings Survey, Snee Famm, 1991, 1.

e [nformarion from deeds, wills, plats, and census records was researched. Other types
of public records such as judgement rolis have not been intensively scarched. Copies of deeds
should be obtained.

s J.W. Joseph, "Building To Grow: Agrarian Adaprarions to South Caralina's Historic
Landscape” in Linda F. Stine, et al. "An Archaeological Synthesis of South Caroina, Volume
II: Histone Landscapes of South Carolina (South Carolina Archives and History, drafl: 1992),
84-85,

e Linda F. Stine. Revealing Historic Landscapes In Charleston Caunty:
Archeclogical Inventory, Contexts, and Management. Report prepared for the County of
Charleston Planning Department and the South Carolina Department of Archives and History.
1992, page 79-80.

i? Personal communication with Ed Tolson, architectural historian, South Carolina
State Historic Preservation Office.

wa Prescrvation Consullants, Inc., Charleston Cownty Historical and Architectural
Survey. Prepared for the South Carolina Division of Archives and History (Columbia; 1992) 9,

e Preservation Consuliants, Inc.. 1992, 18.

e Henry D. Lesene quoted in Anne King Gregore, Christ Chreh 1706-1959- 4
Plantation Parish of the South Corolina Establishment (Charleston: 1961} 105-106.

i Brockington, a1 al, Rwal setilement in the Charleston Bay Area: Eighteenth and
Nineteenth Century Sites in the Mark Clark Expressway Corridor (1985),41. Proservation
Cansulrants, Inc., 1992, Stine, 1992,
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1z Chnstopher Espenshade and Eric Poplin, drchealogical Survey and Testing,
Palmeito Fort Tract, Charleston County, South Carolina Brockinglon And Associates
(Atlanta: 1988).

i3 Anne King Gregone, Christ Church, 1706-1959, 111-112.
us Gregorie, 112,

ns Stine, Revealing Historic Landscapes, 1992, p.90.

is Preservation Consultants, Inc., 1992, p.38.

n7 Preservalion Consuitants, Inc. , Town of Mownt Pleasemt, Sowth Carolina: Cultural
Resowrce Siorvey, (Charleston:1988) 10-11.

ng Preservarion Consultants, 1992, 38.

119 Preservation Consultants, 1992, 39,

120 Stine, Revealing Historic Landseapes, 1992, 90.
121 Charleston County Deed Book X-8: 78-81,

iz South Carolina Deparunent of Archives and History, Records of the Secretary of
State, Surveyor General, State Piats, Recorded Copies, Charleston Series, Vol. 39, p. 78.
Reproduced by permission of the South Carolina Division of Archives and History. Courtesy
of Charles Lesser, Senior Historian,

123 McCrady Plat 2354, A wact of iand comaining 777 1/2 acres situate in the District
of Chariesion Christ Church Parish on the Walers of the Wando River,{for Francis G.
Deliesseline], 21 April 1818.

12¢ Jonathan Poston, Histotic Charleston Foundation, personal communicalion, 25
January 1993.

15 Burean of the Census, Schedule of Free Inhabitant 1820, Charleston County,
Charles Pinckney was listed in the City of Charleston.

s N. Lowse Bailey and Elizabeth Ivey Cooper. 1981, p.181
177 Charicston County Conveyance Book N-10:278-80.
iz Charleston County Deed Book N-10, page 278-280.

iz Bureau of the Census, Schedule of Slave Inhabitants, 1830 Microfilm M19 Roll
170, page 197. Slaves:
5 males under 10 years, 9 males between 10-24 vears, 10 males between 24-36 years, 5 males
between 33-100 years, 6 females under 10 vears, 2 females between 10-24 vears, and 4
fernales between 36-53 years.
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130 Buchanan, P., B. Herman, O. Rideout V, E. Tolson, and M Wenger. Architectural
Investigation AL Snee Farm. Prepared for the Fricnds of Snee Farm, March 1991, See also
Nationa] Park Service Memarandum from E. Blaine Cliver dated July 30, 1990 on results of x-
ray analysis of nails and visual inspection of Snee Farm dwelling house.

131 Preservaiion Consultants Inc,, 1992, 18-23.
15z Preservalion Consultants Inc., 1992, 18-23.

13 According to historian, Anne King Gregorie, most of the residents of the parish resided
in Mount Pleasant during the summer and "sickly monihs." Additional bibliographical research
may confirm that Mathews also maintained a residence in ML, Pleasant.,

1 See McCrady Plats 6049, 6151, 5559, 923, and archeological reports by
Brockington and Associates, (1987), Dr. Linda F. Stine {1988) and Julia King Ph.D.(1992)
which revealed site specific data on the location and spatial arrangement of structures and
activity areas al Snee Farm for the late 18th and early 16th century. Dr. Stine reporied on data
TECOvery in a slave quarters aren indicated on the 1841 plat of William Mathews land. Dr.
King's archeological testing at the site of the extam house confirmed the findings of the
architectural historians which concluded that the extant house was constructed between 1820
and 1830. "The house was probably constructed by William Mathews, who purchased the
property in 1828. The principal dwelling of the Pinckneys appears to have been located on or
adjacent 1o the site of the standing dweiling, and this 18th century dwelling house may have
been similar in appearance to the post 1820s replacement” (King 1992:165 . National Park
Service archeologists, working under the direction of Dr.Benny Keel, have 1..cused their
investigations on locating Lhe foundations of the Pinckney dwelling house and the spatial
arrangement of plantation buildings.

i3 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, McCrady Plat of Snee Farm
property of William. Mathews, Esq. situated in Christ Church Parish Charleston District, State
of South Carolina, Containing Fields of pasture, 365 acres of rice, reclaimed marsh 65 acres,
Wood 485.24 actes, total 915.2 acres, surveyed in April 1841. R.QQ. Pinckney [surveyor].

136 The outcome of the case of Mathews vs. Horlbeck should be examined because
additional information may be contained in the May term 1848 court records.

137 An additional plat from a survey by Edward B. White, dated March 1844 was
reviewed 10 a document wiitten by James A. Tumer. Mr. Tumer wrote 4 History of Snee
Farm Plantation in 1969, a copy of which was located in the files of the Instinne of
Archeology and Anthropology at the University of South Carolina. Mr. Tumer’s history was
largely based upon a reference known as the Snee Farm Monograph, Historic Charleston
Foundation, Charlcston, 8.C. and accompanied an archeological report. The archeological
report focused on the discovery of mastodon and ather fossil remains along Horlbeck Creek
within (he area of the golf course being developed by Joe Griffith Realty of Charieston.

e Charleston County Will Book K (1845-51) page 199.
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1w HABS, 1990, 10.

1o This was confirmed by examining the order of the names on the Census and
comparing them with those of adjacent landowners on the 1841 plar map. Bureau of the
Census, 1850 Slave Schedule, Microfilm 432, Roll 862.

141 HABS, 11.

2 Charleston County Wills, Vol. 48, Book A (1856-1858), pages 378-382. It is
notable that a "McCants" appears in the 1850 Census of Agriculture in Christ Church Parish,
p.335, yet the sale of the farm from Mathews Estate to William McCants did not take place
umtil 1853. It is possible thar Wmn. McCants was living at Snee Farm prior to the purchase.

143 Bureau of Census 1870 Schedule 1, Inhabitants in Christ Church Parish,
Charlcston County, page 109. National Archives Center, Eastpoint, Georgia ‘The clergyman,
Rev. Thomas F. Gadsden of Christ Church, and Richard Venning were his neighbors.
Microfilm M 593, Roll 1488-1489.

14 Charleston County Deed Book Q-15:71. L. A, McCants was apparently a member
of the Christ Church congregation after he sold Snes Farm since he attended a meeting of the
congregation on March 8, 1874. It has not been determined whether or not he owned other
property in the parish ar this period. : ~

145 Bureau of Census, 1880 Agricultural Schedule. McCants hired "colored people”
for 50 weeks during the year,according to the 1880 census.

14 Kovacik and Winberry, 106.

147 Kavacik and Winberry, 108.

1z Kovacik and Winberry, 111.

149 Kovacik and Winberry, 111.

1% Preservation Consultants, Inc., 1992, 42,
151 Kovacik and Winberry, 127.

1o Kovacik and Winberry, 174,

153 Preservation Consultants, 1988, 8.

15 R.T. Momison, "The Founder of McClellanville," in The Visible Village: A
MeClelianviile Scrapbook, 1860-1945, William P. Baldwin, (Privately primed, 1984), 16-17,

155 "Boone Hall Had Largest Grove," News and Couricr, 3 October 1933
1% Preservation Consultants, 1992, 32.

152 Kovacik and Winberry, 122,
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1453,

1&4.

1992), 5.

145

Lex,

Preservarion Consullanis, 1992, 53.

Kovacik and Winberry, 122-23.

Preservation Consultanis, 1992, 53.

Kovacik and Winberry, 136.

Kovacik and Winberry, 144,

Kovacik and Winberry, Table 8.3, 145.

Town of Mownt Pleasary Master Plan, Table One, (Redman/Johnson Associates,

Preservation Consultants, 1988, 10-11.
Betty Lee Johnson, As J Remember It, and Oral History of the East Cooper Area,

Comments of Julia Welch Hamnlin wanscribed by Johnson, 1987, as found in FIABS/Snec

Farm, 19.

L&,

Petrona Royall Mclver, "Snee Farm, Near Mt. Pleasant, Colone] Pinckney's

Place”, Charleston News and Cowrter, Aprl |, 1933, as found in HABS/Snee Farm, 19-20.

s, Mrs. T. Jaseph Devine (Ellen Stone) o David Mofiley, 5 Cctober 1988,
Charlestan Historical Society, Charleston SC.

o, JToyce Hollowell, Interview by Susan Hart, 7 October 1992.

1m. Hollowell, 7 October 1992.
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1696

1730

1738

1753

1753
1754
1772

1815

1817

APPENDIX A

CHAIN OF TITLES
SNEE FARM*

500 acre land grant to Richard Butler. 1733 memonial for Benjamin Law states the
grant was madc on December 5, 1696. However, he could have been there earlier, The
1685 Thorten-Morden map shows a Butler in the vicinity. (See Figurc 2) No other
deeds or land patents have been found for Snee Farm at this time. *

Richard Butler o John Givens **

John Givens to Benjamin Law {1733 Memorial to Benjamin Law)**

H-Enjémin Law to John Allen. Charleston Cﬂuntf bﬂnmfcyance Book MM: 284 and
Deed Book 00: 690-96,

John and Ann Savage 10 William Scott. Release in fec. Charleston County
Conveyance Book MM 314,

William Scott to John Savage. Charleston County Canveyance Book MM: 319-320,
John and Ann Savage Lo Charles Pinckney 11

Charles Pinckney 11 to Charles Pinckney ITI. Will dated 2 October, 1772, probated 10
November, 1784, Recorded in Will Book A, 1783-86: 431,

Charles Pinckney 1l to Simon Magwood, Charles Kershaw, Hasell Gibbes, and Robert
Y. Hayne. Conveyance in Trust. Charleston Courny Conveyance Book Q8: 111.

Masler in Equity to Francis G. Delicsseline. Charleston Counry Miscellaneous
Records, Book X-8: 78-81.

*Unless otherwise indicated information wken from HABS Report, No, SC-87: 4-6.
¥ lulta King, 1992: 5-7.
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1828 Francis G. Deliesseline to William Gibbes, Master in Equity (Deliesseline failed to
meet terms of mortgage). Charleston District Conveyances, Book N-10: 273-80.

1828  William Gibbes, Master in Equity, to William Mathews. Charleston County
Conveyances, Book N-10: 278-80.

1848 William Mathews to Susan B. Hunt, Will dated 2! January, 1848 and probated 24,
July, 1848,

1853 Estate of William Mathews to William McCants. Charleston Counry Conveyances,
Book V-12: 25-26,

1359  William McCanls to Lockwook Allison McCants. Will dared 7 Septernber, 1858 and
probated 18 Decernber, 1858. Charleston County Record of Wills, Vol. 48, Book A:

378-382.

1870 Lockwood A. McCanits to William Jervey (trustee for the estate of Francis Cordes).
Charleston County Deed Book Q-15; 71.

1900 Mery McCanls et al,, to Frederick Weiters. Charleston County Conveyances, Book Y-
22: 597.

1900 Frederick Weiters to Thomas J. Hamlin. Charleston County Convevances, Book 1-25:
179 i

7?7 (No wall recorded for T. J. Hamlin). Thomas J. Hamlin to Osgood Darby Hamlin.

1936 Mrs. Osgood D. Hamlin (Julia Weich) to Thomas Ewing (newspaper articles) Deed
and title not located a1 Registry of Mesne Convevance.

1943 Mrs. Thomas Ewing to Mr. and Mrs, Thomas Stone. Letter from Ellen Stone Devine
to David Moffley (See References).

1968 Estate of Alexandra Ewing Stone to S. Guilds and Joyce Hollowell. Charleston
County Conveyances, Book V-89 275. .

1986 8. Guilds and Joyce Hollowell to Creekside Mobil Home Park (C and G investments).
Charleston County Conveyances, Book S-156: 386.

1988 C and G Investments to Friends of Historic Snee Farm, Inc. Charleston County
Conveyances, Book 176: 35.

1990}  Friends of Historic Snce Fammy, Inc. to the National Park Service.
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