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XIV. THE FORT PARKER AGENCY ON THE CROW RESERVATION: 1868-1875

A. Superintendent Sully Establishes the Agency

The United States by the Treaty of May 7, 1868, with the Crow,
had agreed to establish an agency for their benefit. This would
be difficult because the tribe, as it had been for a number of
years, was divided into two bands--the Mountain and River Crow.
As the agent for the Crow, Capt. E. M. Camp, had not reached Mon-
tana Territory, the responsibility for locating the agency fell
to the Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Montana, Brig. Gen.
Alfred Sully. In expectation of securing the cooperation of the
Mountain Crow in selecting the site for the agency, General Sully
asked them to meet him on the upper Yellowstone on September 10,
1869. The Indians were on their autumn hunt, so only a few were
present when Sully pinpointed the future agency on the west bank
of Mission Creek, where it discharges into the Yellowstone.

The site chosen, according to Sully, possessed a number of ad-
vantages: (a) it was on a 'fine mountain stream'"; (b) there was
plenty of timber, with cottonwoods in the nearby Yellowstone bottom
and pines in the mountains; and (c) there was about 1,000 acres of
the '"best Meadow land, and any quantity of excellent farming land."
A crew of artisans, hired by Sully, was turned to building a steam
sawmill, putting up hay, plowing, and erecting buildings.

B. Captain Camp Arrives at the Agency

Captain Camp, who had been named agent for the Crow Tribe on
June 10, 1869, did not reach the agency until November 20. He
had laid over in Chicago to purchase mill machinery and other
supplies before traveling to Sioux City, Iowa, to catch a steam-
boat for Fort Benton. There he received instructions to take
charge of the annuity goods and presents for the Missouri River
tribes, and to oversee their distribution. He left Sioux City
on July 14 aboard Fanny Baker. Delayed by low water and time
lost in distributing the annuities, Camp did not reach the agency
until late in the year.?2

1. Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Secretary of the
Interior, December 23, 1869, found in House Executive Documents, Llst
Congress, 2d Session, Series 1414, pp. 732-733. The new agency was
about 8 miles east of present day Livingston.

2. Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Secretary of the
Interior, October 31, 1870, found in House Executive Documents, Wlst
Congress, 2d Session, Series 141k, p. TLL.
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Most of the Mountain Crow had now returned from the hunt and
were camped nearby. Camp found them "quiet and peaceable,'" and
was satisfied they "merited the high reputation they have always
borne as being friendly disposed toward the whites.! When he
distributed the annuity goods, the Indians expressed themselves
as grateful to their "Great Father'" for his kindness, but they
did not "fully appreciate' the gifts of clothing. Trousers and
socks suggested to them an "idea of awkwardness and personal
restraint" to which they were unaccustomed. Their leaders told
Captain Camp that they preferred blankets, firearms, and ammuni-
tion instead.

Camp's efforts to encourage the Mountain Crow to become farm-
ers were rebuffed. Land was plowed, fenced, and harrowed. In
the spring of 1870, "a few square yards'" of wheat, barley, oats,
and corn were planted. The wheat, barley, and oats did 'moder-
ately well,” but an August frost killed the corn, along with the
beans, tomatoes, melons, and squash. Worse, the Mountain Crow
showed scant interest in the undertaking. Of the 1,950 in the
band, only one--Wolf Bow--, with his three squaws and eight chil-
dren, expressed a desire to take up residence at the agency and
farm. To encourage Wolf Bow, Camp ordered a house erected for
him and his family.*

C. The River Crow Continue to Live Apart

In November 1869, at the time of Captain Camp's arrival at the
agency, the 2,000 River Crow were living near the Gros Ventres a-
gency, on the Big Bend of Milk River. The low water which delay-
ed the arrival of the annuity goods caused the River Crow and Gros
Ventres to grumble and threaten to join the Arapaho and Sioux in
a war against the whites. The River Crow told H. S. Reed, who was
in charge of the agency, that the Sioux had laughed at them and
chided, "Look at us! We are rich and ride fat horses, and have
plenty, while you are friends to the whites and are poor and have
no horses !> ’

3. Ibid. By the summer of 1870, the agency consisted of: a ware-
house; schoolhouse; office; and quarters for the engineer, blacksmith,
carpenter, farmer, and miller. Quartered in the office were the agency
guard--a sergeant and 12 privates of Company A, Tth Infantry.

4. Ibid.

5. Reed to Sully, Aug. 12, 1869, found in House Ezecutive Documents,
41st Congress, 24 Session, Series 1M1L, p. 7h1.
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A smallpox epidemic in September 1869 ravaged the Gros Ventres.
Claiming 741 lives, the plague caused the tribe to forget their
bold statements. The River Crow at this time were camped 25 miles
away. To save them from the epidemic, Agent Reed had them moved
across the Missouri to Judith Basin, where they were rationed.
Here they were contacted by Agent Camp, who urged them to come
to the agency and join their brothers--the Mountain Crow. Nothing
was accomplished until May 1870, when a River Crow squaw visited
the Gros Ventres, was exposed to smallpox, and returning to her vil-
lage, infected her people. This caused the River Crow to scatter,
60 lodges coming to the agency and joining the Mountain Crow for
their summer hunt to the Bighorn Country. Another 22 lodges fled
to the Gros Ventres agency, where they were inoculated by Agent
Reed. The remainder stayed in Judith Basin. Agent Reed by his
prompt action was able to arrest the dread malady and only about
30 deaths were reported.®

D. The Sioux Drive the Crow from the Bighorn Country

While on their summer hunt into the Bighorn Country, the Crow
clashed with the Sioux. In mid-July many of their ponies were
stolen. The Crow struck back, recovering most of their stock,
but lost 13 warriors in the fighting. Outnumbered, the Crow re-
tired from the Bighorn Country, some heading for the agency and
the majority for the Musselshell. Two thousand Sioux hounded the
party that had retreated up the Yellowstone to within 50 miles of
the agency. '

When Agent Camp reminded the Crow chiefs that the Musselshell
was off their reservation, and they must stay south of the Yellow-
stone, they replied:

Father, the Crow are not cowards; we hold this country
yet; our grandfathers, and great grandfathers lived on it,
and the Crow are not all dead yet. Look at our country,
and look at our enemies; they are all around it; the Sioux,
Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Flathead, all want our
country, and kill us when they can. We have no friends
among the Indians, but the Bannacks, and they are all among
us now. When we fought the Sioux this last time, we found
them loaded with flour that our Great Father had given them,
and what was worse for us, plenty of good guns and ammuni-
tion, and lots of good horses that the white people had let
them steal,

6. Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Secretary of the In-
terior, Oct. 31, 1870, found in House Executive Documents, Llst Congress,
3d Session, Series 1449, p. 66L.
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If the "Great Father" would give them ''good guns' and 'plenty of
ammunition,' Captain Camp would then see if they could fight. If
the "Great Father" could not keep their enemies '‘away from our coun-
try, let him give us the means to kill them when they come here,"
they asked.’

Agent Camp recommended that the Crow be provided firearms to
defend their homes. General Sully agreed, and asked the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs ''to provide a few arms for their protec-
tion, until the Sioux can be induced to make peace with them."S

The bureaucrats in the Office of Indian Affairs pigeonholed
the request for firearms, and the powerful Sioux nation continued
to war against both the Crow and whites. In September 1871, a Sioux
and Arapaho war party penetrated deep into the Crow Reservation.
Raiding near the agency, the hostiles ran off stock, and killed
Dr. Frost and three Crow--two women and a child. Returning on Sep-
tember 3, of the following year, the raiders were intercepted as
they sought to make off with the public livestock. A fight ensued
in which two employees, Charles Noyes and Joseph Hosea, were slain,
but the Sioux were repulsed.?

Once again, the agent pled with the Indian Bureau to provide
the Crow with 100 breech-loading rifles for defense. If the Crow
had been properly armed, he wrote, they might have been able to
repel the 1871 raid into the Gallatin Valley. But with persons
steeped in nonviolence in control of policy, he was unable to se-
cure the means to enable the Crow to hold their own against the
aggressors. 0

E. The Crow Get a New Agent: F. D. Pease

Captain Camp was relieved on November 14, 1870, as agent to the
Crow, by F. D. Pease.}l At the time of his arrival on Mission Creek,
only about seven acres had been cleared for cultivation. Agent Pease,
during the ensuing year, encouraged the agriculture program. More
than 100 acres were put under cultivation, several miles of fencing
erected, and 800 rods of irrigation ditch constructed. Once more,
the elements were hostile, and in 1871 the Yellowstone flooded the

7. Ibid., p. 663. 8. Ibid., 66bL.

9. Pease to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Sept. 28, 1873, found in
House Executive Documents, 43d Congress, lst Session, Series 1601, p.
616. F. D. Pease had replaced Camp as Crow agent on November 1k, 1870.

10. Thbid.

11. Pease to J. A. Viall, Aug. 31, 1871, found in House Executive
Documents, 424 Congress, 24 Session, Series 1505, p. 833. Viall had
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field where the wheat had been sown, and an invasion of grasshoppers
cut the yield of small grain, potatoes, and turnips.i?

A number of improvements were made to the agency, which had been
designated Fort Parker to honor I. N. Parker, an agency teacher who
had died on January 6, 1871. A number of Crow had expressed a de-
sire to have houses built, so they could join Wolf Bow in his farm-
ing activities. Contracts were made in the spring for 25 double-
houses, 24 by 16 feet, To shelter agency activities, a large stable,
with quarters for a hostler; a cattle corral; and a building to house
the mill were erected.!3

One of Pease's first tasks was to receive and distribute the annuity
goods to the Crow, as well as a mixed group of Bannack, Shoshoni,
and Snake residing in the area. The Indians were delighted that
their "Great Father" had taken cognizance of their complaints and
had sent them red and blue flannel in lieu of white men's clothing.
In the future, they voiced a desire to receive small blankets (one
and two points) suitable to be worn by their children. Not long
afterwards, the Bannack, Shoshoni, and Snake fell out with the Crow
because of horse-stealing, and they were ordered off the reserva-
tion by the agent.l“

Complaints were voiced by the Crow about the failure of the United-
States to evict white trespassers from their reservation, as stipu-
lated in the Treaty of Fort Laramie. During the past year, hundreds
of additional whites had poured into the area, slaughtering the game
and bringing in cattle and horses which destroyed their best grazing
land. The discovery of gold on the headwaters of the Clarks Fork
had resulted in a wild stampede to that rugged region. Especially
troublesome were the miners on Emigrant and Bear Gulches, whose claims
dated to the years before the establishment of the reservation. Agent
Pease, to solve this problem, suggested to several of the Crow chiefs
that they sell to the United States the portions of the reservation
where gold strikes had been made,l®

replaced General Sully as Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Montana
on Oct. 18, 1870. Ibid., p. 830.

12. Ibid.

13. Ibid., pp. 837-834. The one-story buildings erected during Camp's
tenure were described by Pease as of little account, as they were of
sawed cottonwood logs, with cottonwood shingles.

14. Tbid., pp. 830, 834, The Crow would also prefer iron kettles in
place of beaver traps and tin kettles.

15. Ibid., pp. 834-835.
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F. Two Difficult Years at Fort Parker: 1872-1873

The 25 double-houses were promptly occupied by Crow desirous of
becoming farmers, and on January 9, 1872, Agent Pease forwarded to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs a roster of Indians who had been
in residence for at least 60 days, and recommended that they each be
supplied with a pair of work-oxen and a milk cow as specified by the
Treaty of Fort Laramie. At the same time, he applied for a supply
of seeds and farm implements, as the lack of a thrashing machine
made it impracticable to prepare seed for planting at the agency.

Another 30 acres were broken for cultivation in 1872, but once
again a spring flood on the Yellowstone drowned some of the fields.
They were reseeded, but the crops were delayed and in August an in-
vasion of grasshoppers took its toll. As most of the farming was
done by mixed-bloods, it was questionable whether the Crow were
ready to settle down.l!®

In 1873 the crops again failed. For nearly two months, during
the spring, the farm was flooded. Grasshoppers again destroyed the
late maturing creal crops, before they were ripe enough to harvest.}!”

On October 30, 1872, at 2 a.m., a fire was discovered by the
night watchman in the bastion and laborers' quarters of Fort Parker.
He sounded the alarm. Although all the agency employees turned out
on the double, a strong wind spread the fire to other buildings in
the compound. ' Morning found all the structures inside the stockade
destroyed, along with most of their contents. Many of the Crow had
abandoned the houses erected for them by the government. To shelter
the agency employees during the winter, a number of them were razed,
the materials salvaged, and temporary quarters erected.!®

G. The Council of 1873

. On June 11, 1872, Agent Pease had been directed by Superintendent
Viall to ascertain the thinking of the Crow in regard to abandoning

16. Pease to Viall, Sept. 1, 1872, found in House Executive Documents,
42d Congress, 3d Session, Series 1560, pp. 662-663. The winter of 1871-
1872 was harsh, and the fencing was burned as fuel, necessitating the
construction of new fences in the spring.

17- Pease to Smith, Sept. 28, 1873, found in House Executive Docu-
ments, 43d Congress, lst Session, Series 1601,pp. 616. Edward P.
Smith was the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The position of Super-
intendent of Indian Affairs for Montans had been abolished in 1872.

18- Ibid.
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the Fort Parker Agency and ceding to the United States a portion of
their reservation. When he met with the Crow chiefs in council, they
expressed themselves as eager "to make a change in the location of
their agency." Although the Treaty of Fort Laramie had been in ef-
fect only four years, the whites had failed to keep faith on several
provisions. Among those which caused the loudest complaints were
failures: (a) to evict ranchers and miners; (b) to provide agricul-
tural implements, work-oxen, and cows to those Crow willing to become
farmers; (¢) to provide them with the wherewithal to protect them-
selves from the Sioux; and (d) the rumors that the Northern Pacific
planned to build a railroad through the Yellowstone Valley.!?

Congress acted on Agent Pease's recommendation, and on March 3,
1873, legislation was enacted authorizing negotiations with the
Crow for altering the boundaries of the reservation. The United
States Commissioners named to parley with the Crow would see that
the land remaining in possession of the tribe met certain prerequi-
sites. It was to be compact in form and in 'good locality for farm-
ing purposes." As the northern boundary of the reservation included
much of the proposed route of the Northern Pacific, it was desirable
for the Crow to relinquish to the United States that portion of their
land. Territory where there were mining claims dating to before the
Fort Laramie Treaty, as well as recently discovered diggings on the
Clarks Fork, should be ceded to the United States, Finally, as ex-
perience had shown that Fort Parker was a goor site for an agency,
thought should be given to its relocation. 0

The Commissioners, Felix R. Brunot, James Wright, and R. Whittle-
sey, met in Bozeman on July 29, 1873, and on the 3lst drove to the
agency. There they found that the principal village had not arrived.
About 30 chiefs, representing both the Mountain and River Crow, had
ridden ahead to meet the commissioners. Their spokesman, Blackfoot,
explained that it would be August 10 before the village arrived. The
delay he attributed to a series of fights his people had had with a
large Sioux and Cheyenne war party in the country between Pryor Creek
and the Bighorn.

19- Pease to Viall, Sept. 1, 1872, House Executive Documents, 42d Con-
gress, 3d Session, Series 1560, p. 662.

20- Smith to Brunot, May 31, 1873, found in House Executive Documents,
43d Congress, lst Session, Series 1601, pp. 482-483. Felix R. Brunot
was chairman of the Special Commission charged with negotiating with
the Crow. Besides having its farm land subject to periodic flooding,
the present agency was too far from timber and it was on a flat swept
by high winds.
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It was August 8 before the Mountain Crow reached the agency. .When
they did, it was found that many, including Blackfoot and Iron Bull,
were suffering from erysipelas. Many had died. Long Horse, the
third chief and most famous warrior, was in mourning for a brother
killed in a recent clash with the Sioux. On the 10th, provisions were
issued to the Crow by Agent Pease, and the next day the council com-
menced. All the principal chiefs of the Mountain Crow were in at-
tendance, but the River Crow were not well represented, because they
had been delayed by traders desirous of keeping them on the Missouri.??!

The council lasted four days, and on August 16 an agreement was
signed by the three commissioners and 76 Crow chiefs and headmen. The
Crow agreed to cede to the United States their 10,000,000-acre reser-
vation south of the Yellowstone in exchange for Judith Basin. While
this would reduce their reservation by two-thirds, it would: (a) re-
move them from their proximity to the Sioux and to the proposed right-
of-way of the Northern Pacific; and (b) prevent disputes with the
prospectors holding claims on Emigrant Gulch and the Clarks Fork. The
United States would erect on the new reservation an agency and prevent
squatters from intruding on Crow land. One million dollars were to
be appropriated by the United States to be held in trust for the bene-
fit of the Crow tribe, ''the principal to be held in perpetuity, and
the interest thereof to be expended, or re-invested at the discretion"
of the President.?22

Taking cognizance of a desire expressed by the chiefs, in council,
the Commissioners authorized Agent Pease to proceed on to Washington
with eight of the chiefs. The Commissioners believed that as no
member of the tribe had been east, it would be wise to let the Crow
sample the white man's '"power and civilization.'?3

The Montana frontier was in flux, and before the Congress could
ratify the Fort Parker agreement, conditions had made Judith Basin
unfit as a reservation. A wagon road had been opened across that
region, and trading houses and grog shops opened. In successfully
urging the tabling of the agreement, the Indian Bureau reversed it-
self and pointed out that construction of the Northern Pacific up

Indians,

21- "Report of the Commission to Negotiate with the Crow Tribe of
" found in House Ezecutive Documents, 43d Congress, lst Session,

Series 1601, pp. 483-48L,
22. Ibid., pp. L4B6-LBS.

23. Ibid., p. 485. The Crow, in wanting to visit Washington, were
influenced by the wonderful stories they had heard from the Sioux, fol-
lowing Red Cloud's visit to the nation's capital.
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the south side of the Yellowstone would benefit the Crow, as it would
increase the value of land and encourage them to abandon the chase
and take up farming.2“

H. Dr. Wright Becomes Aggpt

Dr. James Wright, who replaced Pease as agent in September 1873,
was disappointed with the measures taken by his predecessor to pro-
vide emergency quarters for the agency employees. The buildings
were unfit for winter at this latitude. Although he supported plans
to remove the agency, the comfort and health of the employees re-
quired that the temporary structures be repaired and several new
ones erected.?® Dr. Wright was a minister. Understandably he was
more interested in his charges' morals than their economic well-
being, because in urging the removal of the agency to a point 40 to
60 miles to the east, he complained that its present location, on
the Yellowstone near the Gallatin Valley settlements, made it easy
for "unprincipled white men to carry on an illicit trade with the
Indians." Whiskey was easy to smuggle onto the reservation. In
addition, Fort Parker was a long way from the favorite Crow hunting
grounds between Pryor Creek and the Bighorn.?26

Agent Wright also opposed the annuity system, because it pro-
moted idleness. Instead of placing the Crow on a dole, the govern-
ment should encourage them to take up farming by buying their pro-
duce at fixed rates. They should be encouraged to become stockmen,
which would be easy, because they loved horses. Blooded stallions
should be provided by the government to enable them to improve their
stock, while beef cattle should be introduced. The government should,
however, provide social security for the aged, infirm, and orphans. 27

In 1873, 20 additional lodges of River Crow joined the Mountain
Crow, and the remainder notified Agent Pease that in the near future
they would come to Fort Parker.2® But because of their close ties
with the Gros Ventres and the Missouri River traders, a number of
yéars were still to pass before all the River Crow moved onto their
reservation.

Agent Wright in 1874 made a careful estimate of the number of
Crow. He came up with a figure of 3,000 for the Mountain Crow--

24. Wright to Smith, Sept. 21, 187k, found in House Executive Docu-

mente, 43d Congress, 2d Session, Series 1639, p. 569.

25. Ibid. 26- ITbid. 27.Ibid.

28. Pease to Smith, Sept. 28, 1873, found in House Executive Docu-
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1,400 males and 1,600 females, and 1,200 River Crow. The tribe was
not increasing, and Wright blamed this on two factors--"criminal
abortion and venereal diseases." While they were 'well disposed
toward the white man," the Crow seemed to have a deep-rooted preju-
dice against adopting his culture and becoming farmers. Only when
the buffalo were gone, Dr. Wright forecast, would the tribe abandon
the chase and take up farming, though a few promised to settle down
when the agency was removed from Fort Parker.?9

ments, 433 Congress, lst Session, Series 1601, p. 616. Agent Pease
placed the number of River Crow at 1,200.

29. Wright to Smith, Sept. 21, 1874, found in House Executive Docu-
ments, 434 Congress, 24 Session, Series 1639, p. 569.
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XV THE ROSEBUD AGENCY ON THE CROW RESERVATION: 1875-1884
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A. The Agency Is Moved to_the Rosebud

Dr. Wright's tenure as Crow agent was brief, lasting only 14
months. On December 7, 1874, he was replaced by Dexter E. Clapp.
After a thorough reconnaissance, Agent Clapp, having secured ne-
cessary authority from Commissioner Smith, selected a site for the
new agency on Rosebud Creek, two miles above its confluence with
the Stillwater.

Ground was broken by the construction party on June 2, 1875,
and work continued rapidly until early July, when the Sioux under-
took what had become their annual invasion of the reservation.
After forcing the Crow to retire toward the Musselshell, the Sioux
struck at the agency. The timber party was driven in, with the loss
of one mule. Later in the day, José Trojio--a herder--was ambushed
and killed, and the beef cattle stampeded. Before daybreak on the
5th, prowlers let down the bars of the corral and made off with the
public horses and mules and 22 animals belonging to Nelson Story, who
had contracted to move the supplies from abandoned Fort Parker to the
Rosebud. Sioux warriors at daylight appeared on the bluffs and sent
the employees scurrying to cover, as they opened fire. On the same
day, a raiding party appeared near Fort Parker and killed one of
Story's teamsters, and wounded his companion. Several days later,
three men carrying dispatches from Fort Pease, near the mouth of the
Bighorn, were attacked when within 20 miles of the agency, and one
of them slain.!

These attacks discouraged Clapp and his employees and work on
the new agency was slowed. Men spent most of their time looking
over their shoulders to see if Sioux were slipping up on them. The
raids now ceased; the men's confidence returned; and good progress
on the construction program was made. But on August 1, the Sioux
returned. They charged the herd of work-oxen. The herder escaped
into the brush, but although the scene of the attack was only two
miles from the agency, the relief party arrived too late to prevent
the hostiles from running off 48 oxen. Before the day passed, the
Sioux swept down on a supply train en route to the agency but were
repulsed. As soon as the wagons arrived, Agent Clapp organized and
sent a party in pursuit of the Indians. The Sioux, however, had too

1. Fort Pease had been built in the spring of 1875 by a party from

Bozeman, who had descended the Yellowstone in boats and established
themselves there in the expectation that steamboating would soon be-
come lmportant on the Yellowstone. The fort was named in honor of F.D.
Pease, the leader of the expedition. Times were not propitious for the
venture's success. The Sioux war commenced; no steamers navigated the
Yellowstone. In March 1876 the post was abandoned.
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big a headstart, and the men returned, having recovered nine oxen,
all of whom had been injured by bullets or arrows. A week later,

the Sioux bushwhacked the night herders at the lime kiln, killing

one. After this attack, the Sioux vanished from the vicinity.?

By this time, the Office of Indian Affairs had determined to arm
the Crow. In the last week of May, as Clapp and his men were pre-
paring to move to the Rosebud, the steamer Josephine had ascended
the Yellowstone with three companies of the 6th Infantry commanded
by Lt. Col. J. W. Forsyth. On June 7, about eight miles above the
mouth of Pryor Creek, the soldiers sighted on the north side of the
river a large number of Indians on their way to Big Porcupine to
hunt. There were 270 lodges of Mountain Crow under Iron Bull, Black-
foot, Crazy Head, Long Horse, and Bear Wolf; 50 lodges of Nez Percé
under Looking Glass; 20 lodges of River Crow under Black Bull and
Forked Tail; 10 lodges of Gros Ventres of the Prairie under Brass
Bracelet; and one lodge of Bannack. The Indians were traveling with
their families and a large herd of ponies.

They told Colonel Forsyth that they had 15,000 rounds of carbine
ammunition, supplied to them by their agent, and boasted that if
they could only get a chance at Sitting Bull and his people, they
would ''not leave one of them to tell the tale of the meeting." The
Bighorn Country, they continued, belonged to them, and they intended
to have it, even if they "had to kill all the Sioux Nation." Most
of the Indians were armed with Sharp's carbines.3

By late summer .of 1875, 11 buildings--log, frame, or adobe--had
been erected, with ten more nearly completed or well under way. The
adobe structures had stone foundations, were laid in lime burnt by
agency employees, and were shingled. All items used in the construc-
tion program, except window sash, doors, nails, and locks, had been
made at the agency. To supply water for irrigation and to power the
saw- and adobe-mills, a ditch, one and one-half miles in length, with
several feeders had been dug."

2. Clapp to Smith, Sept. 10, 1875, found in House Executive Docu-
ments, LUth Congress, lst Session, Series 1680, pp. 80L-805.

3. Report of an Expedition up the Yellowstone River, Made in 1875 .
(Washington, 1875).

4. Clapp to Smith, Sept. 1875, found in House Executive Documents,
Luth Congress, lst Session, Series 1680, p. 80L. Finished were one log
building, 20' x 60'; one adobe warehouse and issuing room; one frame
carpenter shop; one adobe blacksmith and wagon shop; and seven adobe
quarters for employees. Under construection were: an adcbe stable; a
house for the interpreter; a row adobe building to serve as council
room, office, and additional quarters; a two-story adobe building; and
six adobe quarters for Indians.

e m e m————————— e
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The rest of the agency buildings--along with barns, fences, cor-
rals, and outhouses--were completed or built during the winter of
1875-1876.5

Fire, as it had been at Fort Parker, was also an enemy on the
Rosebud. In the summer of 1877, soon after Agent Frost took charge
from Dexter Clapp, the steam sawmill burned, and the agency was left
without enough lumber to build 'a coffin without tearing down out-
buildings." Repairs to all the structures were urgently needed. Af-
ter the machinery was put back in operation, 50,000 feet of lumber
was sawed. The stable walls were repaired and roofs reshingled. Hun-
dreds of wheelbarrow loads of filth were removed from the barnyards,
and burned or thrown into Rosebud Creek. Eﬁyloying Indian labor,
Agent Frost had the grounds policed weekly,

B. Farming Operations at the New Agency

1. Under Agent Clapp

The primary goal of the Indian Bureau was to get the Crow to
abandon the chase and take up farming. But until the buffalo
herds were exterminated this would be impossible. In 1875, be-
cause of the transfer of the agency, only six Crow families farm-
ed, and those cultivated a few acres in Paradise Valley on the
Yellowstone. Agent Clapp was either an optomist or exceedingly
naive, because he forecast in his annual report for the year that
as soon as the army could put a stop to Sioux raids, "it will not
be difficult to induce considerable numbers to undertake agricul-
ture and stock-raising."”’ :

In 1876 a large garden was grown on the irrigated land at the
agency. The vegetables thrived, along with a patch of oats plant-
ed as an experiment. This caused Agent Clapp to become overly

5. Clapp to Commissioner, Aug. 12, 1878, House Executive Documents,
4Sth Congress, 3d Session, Series 1850, p. 582; Keller to Commissioner,
July 29, 1879, found in House Executive Documents, 46th Congress, 24
Session, Series 1910, p. 199.

6. Frost to Commissioner, Aug. 12, 1878, found in House Executive
Documents, L5th Congress, 3d Session, Series 1850, p. 582, In 1879, a
patented turbine waterwheel with a 22-foot fall was received, logs cut,
end a new mill erected. Keller to Commissioner, July 29, 1879, House
Executive Documents, L6th Congress, 2d Session, Series 1910, p. 199.

7. Clapp to Smith, Sept. 10, 1875, found in House Executive Docu-
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enthusiastic. The next year he predicted, all the potatoes and
oats needed by the Crow and agency can be grown on the bench. He
believed all the wheat necessary to furnish flour for his Indi-
ans could be raised, 'at gn annual saving to the Government of
from $15,000 to $20,000,"

2. Under Agent Frost

The area where the agency was now located was blessed with a
series of good farming years. Dexter Clapp, having served as
agent for 30 months, was replaced by George W. Frost on July 13,
1877. Frost had heard about the short, hot summers, the grass-
hopper invasions, and the hailstorms, so he was prepared to find
fault. Frost was unimpressed with the agency on which so much
hard work and blood had been expended. Although he had been on

duty only five weeks, he complained, on August 17, that all things

considered, the Rosebud Agency 'could scarcely . . . have been
located in a more unfavorable position." He believed that many
sections of the reservation were more fertile, while in the win-
ter snow lay much deeper on the Rosebud and Stillwater than in
other areas of the reservation. Communications between the a-
gency and the Gallatin Valley were difficult during the spring
run-off, as the Yellowstone either had to be twice crossed or
the Stillwater and Boulder forded. Besides being dangerous,
this made transportation expensive.

In 1877 there were about 80 acres under fence, equally divi-
ded between pasture and cultivated ground. If the grasshoppers
could be controled and the fields seeded by mid-May, bumper crops
of wheat and oats could be raised. Vegetables of great size had
been grown in the agency garden. Agent Frost, like his prede-
cessor, was impressed with the area's agricultural potential,

If water were brought in from the Rosebud at the foot of the
bluff, two miles above the agency, 400 to 500 additional acres
could be brought under irrigation and farmed. The subject area
should be divided into lots of five and ten acres and assigned

to members of the Crow tribe to cultivate under the supervision
of the agency farmer. A few good crops, he reasoned, would "in-
duce the older Indians and their squaws to cultivate the soil in-
stead of going on the summer hunt."

ments, Lith Congress, 1st Session, Series 1680, p. 806. Paradise Val-
ley was about six miles above present day Livingston.

8.

Clapp to Commissioner, Sept. 1, 1876, found in House Executive

Documents, Llth Congress, 24 Session, Series 1749, p. 492. Just as
the oats had headed, they were damaged by a hailstorm, and Agent Clapp
had them cut for fodder. A second crop was then seeded and harvested.

9.

Frost to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 13, 1877, found
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In 1878, 35 acres were planted and sown and the yield was as-
tounding--120,000 pounds of potatoes, 4,000 pounds of corn, 2,500
pounds of wheat, 5,000 pounds of peas, and 3,500 pounds of tur -
nips, in addition to thousands of pounds of melons, squashes, amn.
pumpkins. Prophets of doom, who had forecast disaster for the
agricultural program, were compelled to admit that 'no finer
crops have been raised in the Territory." *°

Before the potatoes were seeded, Frost was cautioned that the
Indians could not be kept from digging them up as soon as planted,
and if they survived this period of danger, they would be stolen
before they matured. He was also warned that at Fort Parker, the
Crow, during the winter, had burned the fences for fires. Agent
Frost successfully met these threats to his program by making the
community responsible for the acts of individuals. He notified
the tribe that if the crops were damaged or the fences burned,
he would cut off their rations. This was language the Crow under-
stood, and the only raids on the garden were made by soldiers
posted nearby.

Forty Crow were turned out to harvest the corn, which they
considered a ''great luxury." This reminded them, they said,
of the period in tribal history ''when they had no horses and
raised corn.'!!

3. Under Agent Kellep

A. R. Keller assumed responsibility for the Rosebud Agency
from George W, Frost in 1878. Unlike Frost, he believed Clapp
had selected the best possible site. Experience since 1875 had
shown that snowfall at the agency was less than on the Yellow-
stone. The area was healthy, with grand scenery, and on a good
wagon road. In 1879, 27 acres of oats, potatoes, peas, corn,
and garden vegetables were grown. Late in the summer another
ten acres of virgin prairie were broken and seeded in turnips.
Such Crow as could be induced to do so were allowed to plant,
and instructed "in the manner of preparing the ground, planting
and tilling the crops."!?

in House Executive Documents, U5th Congress, 24 Session, Series 1800,
pp. 528-529.

10- Frost to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 12, 1878, found in
House Executive Documents, 45th Congress, 34 Session, Ser. 1850, p. 582.

11. Ibid. Over 5,000 poles had been cut and hauled and would be used
to construct additienal fences, as soon as the haying season was over.

| l 12- Keller to Commissioner, July 29, 1879, found in House Ezecutive
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Agents Frost and Keller, while they had been able to detail
Indians to help with the planting and harvesting, had been un-
able to get any full-bloods to settle down and take up farming,
as several had done at Fort Parker. Finally, a breakthrough was
made in 1881, and 20 families renounced the chase and their lod-
ges and moved into houses erected by the agent. They broke and
planted to vegetables about 30 acres. Five hundred rods of fenc-
ing were built, and they told Agent Keller that they were '"anxious
to have more land inclosed and in cultivation' next year. Espe-
cially encouraging was knowledge that among the most active farm-
ers were several chiefs. These leaders

thought it no disgrace to . . . disregard all the heredi-
tary traditions of the tribe, with the superstitions and
prejudices of centuries, handed down from time immemorial,
and blister their hands at manual labor and exhibit them
with pride as marks of distinction.

Agent Keller believed that if he had had the wherewithal, he
could have settled another 100 families on the land.!3

4. Under Agent Armstrong

The agency farm, which was long and narrow, was divided into
24 "lands,'" extending entirely across the field. These ''lands"
were assigned to the Crow in the order in which they volunteered
to become farmers. Some of these '"lands" were cultivated by the
individual to whom it was assigned, but most were worked by three
or four persons, so that in 1882 there were 96 Indians employed
on the 24 'lands'" and the four small fields separated from the
agency farm. That year saw a bumper crop of potatoes. Indica-
tions were that many more planned to abandon the chase and take
up farming. A number had approached Agent Henry J. Armstrong (who
had replaced Keller on January 1, 1882), before leaving on the
autumn hunt, and had asked him "to put their names down'" in his
book, and save them a piece of ground in the agency field for
next season. He hoped, given the funds, to place every Indian
who had a "land" assigned to him in the field on his own ten-
acre ranch.1"

Documents, 46th Congress, 2d Session, Series 1910, p. 199.

13- Keller to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 25, 1881, found
in House Executive Documents, 4Tth Congress, lst Session, Series 2018,
p. 172.

1h. Armstrong to Commissioner of Indian Affeirs, Sept. 2, 1882, found
in House Executive Documents, 4T7th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2100, p.

161.

The failure of the contractor to fulfil his contract to break land

threstened to dislocate the agent's plans to increase the acreage under
cultivation.
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A shortage of personnel, especially at harvest time, plagued
Armstrong. There were in 1884, 56 patches of wheat, nearly all
ripening at the same time, and only one man to oversee this task,
as the rest of the employees were taking care of the herd of cat-
tle, making hay, and moving government property from the Rosebud
to the new agency on the Little Bighorn. This was the first time
the Crow had raised wheat, and they knew nothing about thrashing
and harvesting. Much of the crop was accordingly lost. This was
bad for morale, because it gave the Indians the idea that their
agent was not interested in their welfare. Armstrong urged that
his staff be increased during the planting season to insure bet-
ter instruction and supervision.

C. Stock-Raising on the Reservation

Agent Clapp in 1876 had urged the Indian Bureau to consider the
possibility of establishing a herd of beef cattle on the splendid
range near the agency. If this were done, sufficient cattle would
soon be raised to enable the government to abandon its beef con-
tracts for subsisting the Crow, which currently cost the taxpayers
$30,000 a year. 16

The Indian Bureau failed to see the wisdom in their agent's sug-
gestion, and nothing was done at this time to implement the propos-
al. Four years later, in 1880, Agent Keller again broached the sub-
ject, but in a form more likely to bemefit the Crow. Reporting to
the Commissioner, Keller pointed out that the Crow owned from 12,000
to 14,000 ponies. Hopeful of prevailing on some of his charges to
become stockmen, he had suggested they get rid of some of their pon-
jes and enter the cattle business. If they would do so, they might
become independent of the government. To encourage them, Keller re-
quested authority to issue several heifers to each Crow willing to
start a herd, provided they would first ''locate themselves upon
ranches." As the Crow knew nothing about building houses, it was
suggested that the Indian Bureau authorize the expenditure of part
of the current appropriation in building the Crow ranchers ''cheap
but comfortable houses." 17

15. Armstrong to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1884, found in House Execu-

tive Documents, 48th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2287, p. 15k,

16- Clapp to Commissioner, Sept. 1, 1876, found in House Executive

Documents, hlth Congress, 24 Session, Series 1749, p. L92.

17. Keller to Commissioner, July 29, 1879, found in House Executive

Documents, W6th Congress, 24 Session, Series 1910, p. 199.
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The government was not ready to act, but the seed from which the
Crow cattle industry was to grow had been planted. Without direct
aid from Washington, the Crow, stimulated by Agent Keller's encour-
agement, had by 1880 acquired an estimated 600 cattle. Most of
these, however, were owned by mixed-bloods and squawmen.!®

D. The Crow Support the Whites in the Wars of 1876-1877

1. The War Against the Sioux and Their Allies

In the spring of 1876, the United States Army undertook a cam-
paign to compel the Sioux and Cheyenne to return to their reser-
vations. The Sioux and their allies, on June 25, 1876, destroyed
five companies of the 7th U. S. Cavalry led by Lt. Col. George A.
Custer on the Little Bighorn. This disaster galvanized support
in Congress and throughout much of the nation to vindicate the
dead. In the campaign which ensued, the Sioux and Cheyenne were
hounded by army columns until they either returned to their re-
servations or fled to Canada.

The Crow, during this conflict, were active allies of the
United States. Many of the warriors served as scouts for the
army.columns marching against the Sioux and Cheyemne. Many of-
ficers, who participated in the spring and summer campaign, com-
mended their service. Large numbers of Crow were accordingly re-
cruited and participated in the winter campaign that broke the
power of the Sioux and Cheyenne. 18

As a reward for their assistance, the Crow chiefs requested
that ''the Great Father' fulfill his obligations to them granted
at Fort Laramie. Especially obnoxious to them was the invasion
of the reservation by white hunters and wolfers. These people
were in the habit of trespassing, where game was found in abun-
dance, and poisoning the careasses of buffalo and deer to kill
wolves in large numbers. Besides destroying wolves and coyotes,
whose fur brought in money to the tribe, it drove other game in-
to hiding. To control the hunters, the army agreed to employ a
squad of cavalry from Fort Ellis, until a post could be located
on the Crow Reservation.2?

18. Keller to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 12, 1880, House

Executive Documents, 46th Congress, 3d Session, Series 1959, p. 222;
Keller to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 25, 1881, House Execu-
tive Documents, 4Tth Congress, lst Session, Series 2018, p. 171.

19. Clapp to Commissioner, Sept. 1, 1876, found in House Executive

Documente, 4ith Congress, 2d Session, Series 1740, p. 491.

20. Ibid., pp. 491-492. The chiefs also had complained about the
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2. The Nez Percé War of 1877

The Nez Percé on their epic, but futile, retreat toward Canada
in 1877 passed to the east of the agency. A number of the Crow
were again employed by the army as scouts. Although they had
long been on good terms with the Nez Percé, the Crow told Agent
Frost, "We are the friends of the white man and of the Nez Percés
but we fight all of the white man's enemies; and if the Nez Percés
fight the white man, then they are no longer our friends, and we
will fight them."2!

E. The Establishment of Fort Custer: 1877

1. Colonel Buell Selects a Site

The army to keep the peace that followed the defeat of the
Sioux and their allies in the campaign of 1876-1877 moved to es-
tablish a fort, on the Crow Reservation, near the confluence of
the Little Bighorn with the Bighorn. This task was assigned to
a battalion of the 11th Infantry commanded by Lt. Col. George P.
Buell. The soldiers would be assisted in their work by 204 arti-
sans and laborers recruited and brought west by 1lst Lt. George
Ruhlen, the post quartermaster. Ruhlen and his craftsmen repor-
ted to Buell at Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory, on May 16,
1877. The advance guard (Companies C and F and 100 mechanics)
left Bismarck the next day for the Bighorn aboard the steamer
Florence Meyer. The run up the Missouri and Yellowstone was
tedious, and ended on June 13, 40 miles below the mouth of the
Bighorn, when one of the vessel's engines burst a cylinderhead.
She was unloaded, and on the 15th, the construction people and
a detachment of Buell's infantry started overland for their des-
‘tination. Such of the equipment as could be taken along, was
loaded on an ox train of 35 wagons, en route from Tongue River
Barracks to the site of the new post. As the Yellowstone was
running bank full, the command had to be ferried across in two
small boats--a hazardous and time-consuming operation.?2

opening of grog shops on the north bank of the Yellowstone, opposite
the mouth of the Stillwater. These shops were only 1k miles from the
agency, and although the Mountain Crow as a rule shunned whiskey, sev-
eral young men had yielded to temptation and had become drunks. As
these saloons were off the reservation, there was litile the government
could do toward closing them.

21. Frost to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 17, 1877, House Ex~
ecutive Documents, L5th Congress, 2d Session, Series 1800, pp. 529-530.

22. Buell to Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Dakota, July 5, 1877, NA, RG 393,
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On June 23 the column arrived at a point on the Bighorn, op-
posite the mouth of the Little Bighorn. In accordance with his
instructions from headquarters, Department of the Dakota, Buell
spent two days reconnoitering the west bank of the Bighorn for
a considerable distance, looking for a site for the new post.
None being found, Buell on the 25th began ferrying his troops
and artisans across the river to occupy the site selected on the
bench on the east side, south of the confluence of the Little
Bighorn with the Bighorn.

2. A Post Is Constructed

Buell and Ruhlen drove their men hard, and by the evening of
June 30 they had crossed a deep, treacherous river, established
a fortified camp, and had erected two warehouses at the landing.
Scouts had been sent out and sources of timber and limestone pin-
pointed. A logging camp had been established from which the logs
for the temporary storehouses were obtained. The nearest source
of limestone was at abandoned Fort C. F. Smith, so Colonel Buell
reserved an area two miles square at that point.?3

On July 7 the steamer Fletcher, the first vessel to ascend
the Bighorn in 1877, arrived at the landing with Company G and
machinery for a sawmill.?“ It was another week before the sec-
ond contingent of Ruhlen's artisans arrived. Machinery for a

_second sawmill was unloaded from the steamer Big Horn on July 23.25

Ltrs. Sent, Fort Custer; Ruhlen to Post Adjt., Fort Custer, Oct. 2k,
1877, NA, RG 98. The Yellowstone was crossed three miles above the
mouth of the Bighorn, the army employing a small rowboat and a Mackinaw
with a six-ton capacity. Tongue River Barracks were designated Fort
Keogh on November 8, 1878.

23. Buell to Adjt. Dept. of the Dakota, July 5, 1877, NA, RG 393,
Ltrs. Sent, Fort Custer. The fortified camp was at the landing. A
road weas opened from the landing up onto the bench, where the perman-
ent post was to be built. President Grover Cleveland on December 7,
1886, issued an executive order establishing the Limestone Reservation
at Fort C. F. Smith. NA, RG 49, Records of the General Land Office,
Abandoned Military Reservations, Fort Custer.

24. Buell's battalion at this time was scattered: Compeny G, part of
Company F, and 100 mechanics were on the Bighorn; Company C at the
mouth of Porcupine Creek guarding freight unloaded from Florence Meyer;
and Company B, with another 100 mechanics, was aboard the steamer Dugan,
which had broken down at the mouth of Tongue River. Buell to Adjt.,
Dept. of the Dekota, Oct. 24, 1877, NA, RG 393, Ltrs. Sent, Fort Custer.

25. Ruhlen to Post Adjt., Oct. o4, 1877, NA, RG 94. It was August
16 before the second sawmill was put into operation.
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A cloudburst drenched the valley of the Little Bighorn in late
July, and the floodwaters washed out the boom the army had thrown
across the river to trap logs the loggers were floating downriver
to the sawmill. Many logs were lost, and a new boom had to be
built. The Little Bighorn now fell, and by late August the water
was so low that the logs stranded as they were sent downstream.
Men had to be employed to build dams to get the logs over shoals.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Ruhlen had had two kilns of bricks made
and fired. These bricks would be used for foundation walls, walls
in the commissary cellar, and for chimneys. Lime for masonry and
plastering was obtained and burned at old Fort C. F., Smith. The
workmen engaged in this task were guarded by a detachment from the
11th Infantry.?

By November 1, 1877, a number of buildings had been completed,
and the troops were assured of spending the winter in permanent
quarters. Because of their late arrival on the Bighorn, and the
flood, not as much work had been done as initially programmed.

It would accordingly be necessary to get out 50,000 to 100,000
feet of pine timber during the winter. In relaying this infor-
mation to department headquarters, Colonel Buell, on October 24,
wrote:

Like the Southern Confederacy, if let alone, I believe I

can have a finished post by next May, without calling for
an additional appropriation., My command will all be com-
fortably located in Barracks & Quarters before December 1. 28

26. Buell to Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Dakota, Sept. 1k and Oct. 2L,
1877, NA, RG 393, Ltrs. Sent, Fort Custer.

27. Buell to Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Dakota, Oct. 2h, 1877, NA, RG
94, Buell at this time had most of his battalion on detail. In addi-
tion to those at the C. F. Smith site, there were 20 men building dams
on the Little Bighorn and driving logs; a detachment guarding supply
trains for Brig. Gen. Oliver O. Howard; one company at Terry's Landing,
guarding and loading public property; and a large force on extra duty
at the post.

28. Buell to Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Dakota, Oct. 24, 1877, NA, RG
393, Ltrs. Sent, Fort Custer. One hundred and ten thousand dollars had
been appropriated for construction of the post. Buildings built or un-
der construction included: one granary, one guarter-master storehouse,
one commissary sergeant's quarters, 1l officers' quarters, eight laun-
dresses' quarters, barracks for four companies of infantry and a simi-
lar force of cavalry, three stables, the adjutant's office, and post
hospital.

26
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3. The Garrison Is Reinforced

A battalion of cavalry was ordered to the post in August. On
September 6, 1877, Lt. Col. Albert C. Brackett with six companies
of the 2d Cavalry left Medicine Bow, Wyoming. Marching by way of
Forts Fetterman and McKinney, the battalion had reached Tongue
River on the 24th, where three companies were detached and sent
to Tongue River Barracks. With the remainder of his battalion,
Brackett rode on to the Bighorn, where he arrived on the 30th.2?

Two weeks later, Capt. John Mix arrived with Companies C and
M, 2d Cavalry, and the battalion's baggage. Mix's column had left
Camp Brown on Little Wind River, and marching to the west of the
Bighorns, had passed through Pryor Gap. Turning into the Boze-
man Trail, Mix proposed to cross the Bighorn near the Fort C. F.
Smith ruins. By October 12 his battalion had reached Beauvais
Creek. He was out of forage, so a courier galloped down the Big-
horn to ask Colonel Buell for assistance. On receipt of this
dispatch, Colonel Buell ordered out four six-mule teams with for-
age and rations. The sergeant, in charge of the guard, was di-
rected to rendezvous with Mix at C. F. Smith.

Mix and his horsesoldiers were glad to receive the rations
and forage, and reached the post without further difficulty.30

On October 29 Lieutenant Ruhlen paid off 100 of his mechanics,
and they left the Bighorn with a train that had brought up the
2d Cavalry's baggage. The train would return to Medicine Bow by
way of Forts McKinney and Fetterman. Once cn the Union Pacific,
the %gtisans returned to St. Paul by rail, where they were paid
off.

4, The Crow Scouts at Fort Custer

The post on the Bighorn was designated Fort Custer on Novem-
ber 8, 1877, and during the next 22 years it was to play an im-
portant role in Crow affairs. Its initial value to the Crow was
economic. Besides serving as a deterrent to the Sioux, the gar-
rison in 1877 employed 17 Crow as scouts. The scouts were en-

29. Brackett to Tiffany, Oct. 6, 1877, NA, RG 393, Ltrs. Recd., Dept.
of the Dakota. Lt. Harry Tiffany was post adjutant.

30. Tiffany to Mix, Oct. 13, 1877, NA, RG 393, Ltrs. Sent, Fort Custer.

31.

Buell to Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Dakota, Nov. 2, 1877, NA, RG 393,

Ltrs. Sent, Fort Custer.
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enlisted for six months, with the privilege of re-enlisting if
their conduct warranted. They receiyed the pay, allowance, and
rations of a cavalryman, with full forage for one horse, each,
and were paid 40¢ per day for use of their horse and equipment.
The scouts were permitted to bring their families with them. 32

F. The Destruction of the Crow Economy

1. The Last of the River Crow Move onto the Reservation

In April 1875 about one-third of the River Crow visited Fort
Parker, and in August the entire village, for the first time,
visited the new agency on the Rosebud. Agent Clapp considered
this a good omen and expressed hope that he could soon wean them
from their contacts with the Missouri River traders.33

Four years were to pass before the agent's hopes were fully
realized. The River Crow, although they seldom strayed from the
reservation, continued to live apart from the Mountain Crow. In
making the census, the agent listed the River Crow and Mountain
Crow separately.

2. The Number of Crow Declines

During the same period, the number of Crow steadily diminished,
so the number of deaths exceeded the births. The number of Crow
steadily diminished in the next four years. On July 29, 1879,
Agent Keller placed the number of Mountain Crow at 2,150 and the
River Crow at 1,150. Together they could field about 900 war-
riors. Keller, who was a close observer, found that neither the
Mountain nor River Crow had an acknowledged leader: there were a
number of chiefs, and to achieve this position two qualifications
were required--'"force of character and ability to dispense hospi-
tality around the wigwam fire." Consequently, the tribe was frag-
mented into bands of from ten to 30 lodges. Little authority was
exercised by a chief over his followers. Both branches of the
Crow were nomadic and moved their villages frequently. During
the previous winter, while encamped at the agency, they changed
camp three times.3"

32. Buell to Frost, Sept. 4, 1877, NA, RG 393, Ltrs. Sent, Fort Custer.

33. Clapp to Smith, Sept. 10, 1875, found in Executive Documents, 4hth
Congress, lst Session, Series 1680, pp. 803-80k.

34. Keller to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, July 29, 1879, found in
House Executive Documents, 46th Congress, 24 Session, Series 1910, pp.
197-198.



[ 314 ]

The white man's diseases continued to extract a heavy toll.
In the spring of 1880 a scarlet fever epidemic swept the reser-
vation. There were 43 deaths, and the mortality would have been
greater but for the skill of Dr. J. E. Willard, the agency phy-
sician,3%

i

3. The Summer and Autumn Hunts

As soon as the grass began to green in the spring, the Crow
struck their tipis, and, leaving the reservation, started on
their summer hunt to the Bighorn Country. With the power of the
Sioux and Cheyenne shattered by the army in the campaign of 1876-
1877 and the establishment of Fort Custer, the Crow now had little
to fear. In mid-summer, they returned to the agency to dress their
hides for tribal use. Here they stayed until autumn, when the
bison would be sleek and their hides in prime condition. It was
now time for the fall hunt, and the Crow would again take the
field. When they returned in early January, their travois were
loaded with robes and pemmican. The annuities were drawn, the
robes tanned, and they enjoyed 'themselves singing and dancing
with a hilarity unknown to any other people on the continent.”§6

Besides meat, the hunts provided the Crow with money. In 1879,
for example, they took and traded from 6,000 to 7,000 buffalo robes,
on which they averaged about four dollars each. In addition, they
marketed perhaps 30,000 peltries, averaging 20¢ per pound.37

The government provided enough rations to subsist the tribe
for about four months at the agency, so hunting, until such time
as they determined to become farmers and ranchers, was a neces-
sity. They were encouraged to continue the chase by white trad-
ers manning the posts north of the Yellowstone. These men, speak-
ing the Crow tongue, frequented their camps when on the Bighorn,
"doing all in their power, even to bribing chiefs to resist all
restraint, move at will, and trade with them.'" Most of these
rascals were suspected of vending whiskey, and Agent Keller had
secured evidence against two of them.3%

35. Keller to Commissioner, Aug. 12, 1880, found in House Executive
Documents, 46th Congress, 3d Session, Series 1959, p. 230.

36 Keller to Commissioner, July 29, 1879, found in House Executive
Documents, L6th Congress, 2d Session, 1910 Series, p. 198.

37. Keller to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 12, 1880, found
in House Executive Documents, L6th Congress, 3d Session, Series 1959,
p. 229.

38. Ibid.
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Another problem for the agent were the white traders, who fre-
quented the agency when the annuities were issued. Unscrupulous
individuals took advantage of the Crow's ignorance of the value
of clothing to cheat and rob them, To curb this practice, Agent
Keller, two weeks before the 1879 issue, posted notices that any
one cheating the Crow would be arrested and punished to the full
extent of the law. No trading was done, and the Crow now wore
the '"goods furnished them.' Drunk Indians, except around mili-
tary posts, were now seldom seen3?

At the time of Agent Armstrong's arrival, on January 1, 1882,
there were few Indians at the agency, as they were on their au-
tum hunt. As soon as the annuity goods were received at the end
of January, word was sent for the Crow to come to the agency. It
was the last week of April before all of them arrived and the is-
sue made. The goods were excellent quality but not as plentiful
as the previous year, and this caused complaints by the chiefs.
They told Armstrong that, after they had made the division among
their followers, nothing was left for them."C

Of the 3,500 Crow, Armstrong found there were none that could
"read and write understandingly," and not more than a score --
none of whom were chiefs--who spoke English. The Crow were divided
into two parties: one group ready to settle down and become farm-
ers and ranchers; and the other determined to continue the chase,
as long as there were any buffalo to be slaughtered. While all
the Crow would ''prefer to live the life" they were created to,
many realized that that way of life was doomed, and they were
"'ready to give up their wild, roving life, and settle down per-
manently, %1

4. 1883 --The End of the Reservation Buffalo Herds

By 1883 the vast buffalo herds formerly ranging the reserva-
tion had been destroyed, and Armstrong reported:

We shall have to have a much larger gquantity of supplies
than have been allowed for us for the present fiscal year,

39- Keller to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, July 29, 1879, found in
House Ezecutive Documente, L6th Congress, 24 Session, Series 1910, p. 199.

40. Armstrong to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Sept. 2, 1882, found
in House Executive Documents, 4Tth Congress, 2d Session, Series 2100, p. 160,

41. Ibid., p. 162, It is interesting to note that the agent in meking
the census, no longer listed the Mountain and River Crow separately.
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or the Crow will starve, or else go over the line and hunt
upon the adjoinin§ territory, much to the annoyance of their
white neighbors."

Despite Armstrong's warning, the Indian Bureau reduced the
quantity of subsistence stores allotted the agency for Fiscal
Year 1884. The rations of beef and flour were cut one-half.
Most of the Crow, with the buffalo destroyed, would have to be
subsisted for 52 weeks on 17 weeks' rations. To feed the Crow,
during the winter of 1883-1884, Armstrong was compelled '"to slaugh-
ter a large part of the stock cattle sent to us from the States.''*3

J. The Agreement of April 11, 1882

1. Montana Stockmen Become Interested in the Reservation

Cattle ranching, on the open range, had become a major indus-
try in Montana by the late 1870s. In 1880 one-half the best graz-
ing land of eastern Montana was included in Indian reservations.*"
It was natural for the cattlemen to look upon this land with cov-
etous eyes. In 1880 Granville Stuart on Sunday, April 11, left
Helena on a trip to the Bighorn Country to search out cattle range
for the cattle company he owned in partnership with Samuel A. Hau-
ser, and A. J. and Erwin Davis. Traveling by way of Bozeman and
Coulson, Stuart reached Fort Custer at sunrise on the 16th, The
trip down the Bighorn to Terry's Landing on the Yellowstone took
all day. As he rode along, Stuart saw that west of the river
the valley was from three to five miles wide, '"well grassed and
with grassy bluffs back but no water at all except in the river."

2. Armstrong to Commissioner, Aug. 15, 1883, found in House Executive
Documents, UBth Congress, lst Session, Series 2191, p. 156.

43. Armstrong to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1884, found in House Executive
Documents, LB8th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2287, pp. 152-153. In pro-
viding for the subsistence of the Crow, the government had done the re-
verse of what it should have. Prior to 1880 the appropriation for their
subsistence had been liberal, while their reservation afforded an abun-
dance of meat from buffalo. In Armstrong's opinion, the thousands of
dollars appropriated for rationing the Crow between 1868 and 1880 had
been largely wasted. Now, however, with the buffalc exterminated, the
situation was different, and the government had reduced its expenditures
for rations.

44. Robert S. Fletcher, "The End of the Open Range in Eastern Montana,"
The Montana Past: An Anthology, edited by Michael P. Malone and Robert B.
Roeder (Missoula, 1969), p. 140.
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To the east, he observed, the bluffs came down to the Bighorn.*®

Stuart then pushed on to Miles City, where he bought two sad-
dle horses. Leaying Miles City on April 22, Stuart and his tra-
veling companions rode up the Yellowstone, and ascended the Rose-
bud to the Indian trail crossing over to Tongue River. The Tongue
was followed as far as the stage station on the mail route from
the Union Pacific at Rock Creek to Fort Custer. Here on May 3
Stuart saw three men plowing the bottom with two horses and two
mules, hitched abreast. In reply to Stuart's question about
snowfall, the self-appointed spokesman said that falls of as
much as 12 inches were common. During the winter, they had lost
nine cattle out of a herd of 130. On the opposite side of the
Tongue, which was bridged at this point, Stuart counted several
cabins, a woman with five small children, and a number of hogs
and chickens.

He then rode toward the mountains to examine the Bozeman Trail,
but before reaching it he found his way barred by a creek with
"very muddy water and utterly impassable steep banks.'" To get
across he had to ride downstream two miles to an abandoned ranch,
where someone had cut down the banks to make a crossing. Stuart,
observing the steep banks, wrote in his journal that they would be
bad for cattle.“®

Turning into the Bozeman Trail, Stuart rode ahead to the south-
eastern most tributary of the Little Bighorn. Here he found a
settlement consisting of eight or ten cabins and halted for lunch.
The afternoon's ride led Stuart and Tom Irvine over ''a nice grassy
country and only a few little snow drifts.”" Camp was pitched on
Pass Creek. Stuart found the

grass much more forward in this valley. There are many
wild plum thickets along the streams and in the coulees
but they seem to be dying out and the bear break them
down and many are destroyed by the prairie fires, as are
also the cherry bushes which are very numerous. Plenty
of box elder and a little ash timber on these two creeks
and they have rocky bottoms and stock can drink from them
and cross them almost anywhere without danger of miring.
It 1s a fine stock country.“7

¥5. Granville Stuart, Forty Years on the Frontier, As Seen in the
Journale and Reminiscences of Granville Stuart . . ., edited by Paul C.
Phillips, 2 vols. (Cleveland, 1925), 1, pp. 102-103. Coulson was on the
site of todsy's Billings.

46. Ibid., pp. 115-116. This was probably Columbus Creek.

47. Ipbid., p. 117. The southeasternmost tributary of the Little Big-
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Camp was broken at 7:30 on May 4. A four-mile ride over roll-
ing grassy hills brought them to the Little Bighorn, a swift-
flowing stream with gravel bed and low banks. The bottom was
heavily timbered with ash, box elder, cottonwood, and willow.
Stockman Stuart observed that cattle could '"get in and out any-
where and there is a beautiful low bench on the west side of
the creek about one mile wide and eight miles long." Pushing on
eight miles, across a high grassy ridge with water in all the
ravines, they gained Lodge Grass Creek. Like the Little Bighorn,
it was a '"'clear stream with low banks and rocky bottom." While
the valley was not as wide as that of the little Bighorn, there
were '"beautiful low grassy hills on either side,""8

Traveling to the northwest over the Bozeman Trail by way of
Spring Creek and Rotten Grass, they forded Soap Creek and camped.
Stuart was pleased with this country and wrote in his journal:

Finest grass all over a rather hilly country which has all
been burned out last fall clear to the Big Horn river. A
constant succession of plum thickets on this stream [Soap].
They are plum bushes in every sag and ravine and they are
just beginning to blossom. The air is filled with their
sweet fragrance. The timber along here is box elder and
large willows. Deer and antelope in sight all the time and
a great number of prairie chickens everywhere."?

Stuart was back in the saddle at 7:40 on May 5. Crossing Big
Hill, a high grassy ridge, they descended War Man Creek. After
visiting the ruins of Fort C. F. Smith, the cemetery, and the
site of his brother's fight with the Sioux in 1863, they rode
down the Bighorn ten miles to the mouth of Rotten Grass. Here
they halted for the night. Throughout the ride, they saw an
abundance of '"fine hay land . . . and fine grass on hills and
benches.!" A furious wind which came up raised clouds of sand
from g%e bars in the river, and made it difficult to pitch the
tent.

On May 6, after riding down the Bighorn another ten miles,
they crossed the divide and returned to the valley of the Little
Bighorn. That afternoon and the following morning were spent re-

horn

48-

49.

50-

is Bast Twin Creek.

Ibid., pp. 117-118.

Ibid. ‘Spring Creek is a tributary of Lodge Grass.
Ibid., p. 119.

i
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connoitering the Little Bighorn battlefield. The afternoon of the
7th found the weary travelers at Fort Custer. They had their hor-
ses reshod and then ferried the river. Camp was made on the west
bank.

As it was snowing on the morning of May 8, and the bluffs on
either side of the Bighorn were white, Stuart determined to wait
for the weather to clear. By noon it had stopped snowing, and
they headed down the Bighorn, stopping for the night at 18-Mile
Ranch. The ranch occupied a beautiful site

where the bluffs run down close to the river and are more

or less timbered with nice yellow pine trees and rock castles
in places. They [the Pine Ridge] run back ten or twelve
miles and are beautiful in form and have lots of game in
them. The Big Horn River is heavily timbered with good
cottonwood and some ash. The bluffs on the west side of

the river are distant six or eight miles from where they
begin, which is a little above Fort Custer and gradually
narrow in until they reach the river . . .[here]. They

are quire high and level on top (to the west) and are well-
timbered and form a beautiful back ground to the view. The
land is all good. There is but little water but it can be
brought from the river. This would be an ideal cattle range
but it is on the Crow Indian reservation consequently out

of the question.51

On Sunday, May 9, they rode 12 miles and camped at the con-
fluence of the Bighorn and Yellowstone. Here Stuart examined

the cliffs, looking for his brother's name, carved 17 years before.

Many portions of the cliffs had fallen, and he was unable to pin-
point James' name. He did find some of his traveling companions'
names--'""D. Underwood", '"W. Roach", and "G. Ives.'" Between the
last two, a redman had "scratched a crude picture of an Indian
with a war bonnet on and a coup stick in his hand seated on a
horse.'>2

From the cliffs, they rode two miles up the Yellowstone to
Terry's Landing, where they were ferried to the north bank. Here
they found a telegraph and postoffice, and from a gambler, B. F.
Williams, Stuart borrowed $250. From the Yellowstone, they cut
over to the Musselshell, and traveling by way of Flat Willow,
McDonald, and Fort creeks reached Judith Basin. After reconnoi-
tering the basin, they rode to White Sulphur Springs, from where
they took a stage to Helena.

51.

Tvid., pp. 121-122. _ 52. Ibid., p. l22.



After reaching Helena on May 26, Stuart, having discussed the
subject with his partners, determined to locate on the Little Big-
horn, provided they could lease grazing land from the Crow. If un-
successfull, they would locate somewhere in the Flat Willow Coun-
try. Learning that a Crow delegation and their agent were en
route back to Montana from Washington, Stuart determined to in-

In March 1880 Agent Keller had been directed by the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs to bring a delegation of six of the
principal Crow chiefs to Washington to negotiate an agreement
to cede the portion of the reservation in which there were min-
ing claims to the United States.>*% Although the Crow loved these
beautiful acres, they agreed in May to sell from the western moun-
tainous portion of their reservation nearly 2,000,000 acres. For
this land they were to be paid $750,000 in 25 annual installments
of $30,000 each. 1In addition, it was provided that each head of
family was to receive an allotment of 320 acres, one-half to be
farm land and the rest suitable for grazing. The rest of the
Crow were to be allotted 160 acres in the same proportion. These
allotments were to be inalienable. Yielding to pressure from
Montana stockmen, government negotiators inserted a clause in
the agreement, granting to the Crow the right to permit cattle to
to be driven across or grazed on the reservation. It was pro-
vided that the rate should be fixed by the Secretary of the In-
terior and the receipts used for the benefit of the Indians. >°
This agreement by the United States with the Crow was not rati-

Granville Stuart met Agent Keller, Interpreters Tom Stewart
and A. M. Iurvey, and five Crow chiefs (Two Belly, Plenty Cow,
Long Elk, 0ld Crow, and Medicine Crow) at Gallatin and accom-

Agent Keller disappointed Stuart by asking him not to men-
tion the question of the lease, because the Crow might refuse
to ratify the cession of the upper end of their reservation to

320
tercept them at Bozeman. >3
2. The Crow Chiefs Go to Washington
fied by Congress until April 11, 1882.
panied them to Bozeman.
53. Ibid.,pp. 138-139.

s4. Keller to Commissioner of Indien Affairs, Aug. 12, 1880, found
in House Executive Documents, 46th Congress, 3d Session, Series 1959,
p. 230. Mining had been carried on at Emigrant Gulch since 1864, while
other strikes had been made at Bear and Crevice Gulches, the headwaters
of Clarks Fork, and on the Boulder.

cs. 22 Stats., 42-43, C Th; Fletcher, "End of the Open Range in
Eastern Montana," The Montana Past, pp. 1k0-1L1.

.
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the United States. Whereupon Stuart returned to his home, and
forgot the Little Bighorn project.%®

On August 22, 1881, the Crow signed an agreement, granting a
right-of-way for the construction of the Northern Pacific Rail-
road across their reservation.®’ Four years later, in February
1885, the Agreement of 1882 was modified. As $25,000 per year
was insufficient to subsist the Crow, to underwrite capital im-
provements (construction of irrigation ditches, houses, roads
and bridges), and for the purchase of livestock and farm machin-
ery, Agent Armstrong, with the approval of the Commissioner, got
the chiefs to consent to a new formula. The tribe henceforth was
to receive $90,000 annually, "or so much thereof as may be ne-
cessary" for these purposes until the $750,000 was expended.58

H. Education on the Reservation

The agency school was continued at the Rosebud Agency, under the
supervision of the Rev. Matthew Bird, as was '""the small but pros-
perous church organization,' established by the Rev. T. C. Ilaff of
the Bozeman Methodist Episcopal Church.5?

Registration in the school by 1877 had climbed to over 100, with
about one-third in regular attendance. The orphanage continued to
accommodate 15 to 20 children, but better quarters were needed. The
matron in charge saw that the girls were taught the domestic arts,
while the boys watched the herd, cut wood, and worked in the fields.
Two of them had been apprenticed, one to the blacksmith and the other
to the carpenter.50 When the scarlet fever epidemic erupted in the

56. Stuart, Forty Years on the Frontier, 1, 136-139.

57. Keller to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 25, 1881, found in

' House Executive Documents, 4Tth Congress, lst Session, Series 2018, p. 172.

This agreement was ratified by Congress on July 10, 1882. For this grant
the Crow were to be paid $25,000 to be deposited in the U. 8. Treasury,
and to be employed by the Secretary of the Interior for their benefit.

58. Armstrong to Commissioner, Sept. 20, 1885, found in House Execu-
tive Documents, 49th Congress, lst Session, Series 2379, p. 345,

59. Clapp to Commissioner, Sept. 10, 1875, found in House Executive
Documents, Lbth Congress , 1lst Session, Series 1680, p. 805; Wright
to Smith, Sept. 21, 1874, found in House Executive Documents, 434 Con-
gress, 2d Session, Series 1639, p. 570. The church had been organized
in 1873. .

60. Frost to Commissioner, Aug. 12, 1878, found in House Executive
Documents, 45th Congress, 3d Session, Series 1850, p. 582.

-
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spring of 1880, school was suspended for several months. Neverthe-
less, Agent Keller reported that the pupils had made good progress.
In two disciplines, penmanshig and drawing, the children excelled
white pupils of the same age.®!

Agent Armstrong, however, found the Crow more backwards in learn-
ing English and sending their children to the boarding school, than
the warlike tribes. It had taken a great amount of persuasion to get
the few scholars he had. At this time there were 15 pupils in school,
and three boys had been sent east to the recently opened boarding
school in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.®2

I. The Agency is Moved a Third Time

Agent Armstrong's discussions with persons familiar with the re-
servation satisfied him that the climate and condition of the soil
in the Bighorn and Little Bighorn valleys would be more conducive
for agriculture than at the Rosebud Agency. On the Rosebud and
Stillwater there were insufficient arable lands to allot to even
the heads of families. More over, the rugged Beartooth Mountains
to the south and west shut off southerly winds and shortened, by
several weeks, the growing season. When he relayed this informa-
tion, in 1882, to the Commissioner, Armstrong recommended that the
agency be removed to 'the valley of the Little or Big Horn River.'®3

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs approved Armstrong's proposal,
and in the autumn of 1883 work was started on the new agency on the
Little Bighorn. In the first week of April 1884, Armstrong began
moving some of the Crow from the Rosebud to the Little Bighorn. It
would be impossible to subsist the entire tribe at the new location
for some time, so Armstrong took with him "every Indian who had ever
tried to farm or who had ever worked for the agency in any way for
wages." This included about one-third of the tribe. The rest would
stay on the Rosebud with C. H. Barstow, clerk and acting agent. Bar-
stow would endeavor to get his charges to farm the fields. Although

61. Keller to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Aug. 12, 1880, found in
House Executive Documents, 46th Congress, 3d Session, Series 1959, p. 230.

62. Armstrong to Commissioner, Aug. 15, 1883, found in House Fxecu-
tive Documents, 48th Congress, lst Session, Series 2191, p. 157.

63. Armstrong to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Sept. 2, 1882, found
in House Executive Documents, 4WTth Congress, 24 Session, Series 2100, p.
161. Armstrong was better prepared for the position than any of his pre-
decessors, as he was steeped in Indian lore. Born on the Choctaw Reser-
vation, he had been raised among the.redmen. Ibid., p. 160.
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most of these Indians had never farmed, he was able to get about
100 to turn to.®*

Armstrong and his Indians reached the site of Crow Agency on
April 14 and erected a temporary warehouse. Some of the Indians
were assigned to cabins erected the previous summer, and the rest
given homesteads. They were instructed in how to build cabins.
Implements and seed were issued. By August 100 homesteads had been
taken up, but only 60 were under cultivation, because it had been
impossible to get the sod broken until after planting season had
passed. The 60 farms being cultivated were supposed to have five
acres each, but a shortage of seed was a limiting factor.6°

64. Armstrong to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1884, found in House Execu-
tive Documente, L8th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2287, p. 153.

65. Armstrong to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1884, found in House Execu-
tive Documents, 48th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2287, p. 153. Fifty-
two cebins were built by Special Agent Milburn. Because of a delay in
shipment of the seed, the wheat, which should have been the earliest
crop seeded, was the last. In addition to wheat, potatoes, corn, and
garden vegetables were planted.
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XVI. THE CROW AGENCY ON THE LITTLE BIGHORN: 1884-1906

A. The Allotment System in Action

On arriving on the Little Bighorn in April 1884, Agent Armstrong
gave the highest priority to implementing the provision of the Agree-
ment of April 11, 1882, providing for the allotment of land to the
Crow in severalty. One hundred and sixty-one homesteads were selec-
ted by a number of the Crow. A lack of supervisory personnel slowed
the erection of cabins. Logs for more than 125 had been cut and
hauled by the Crow to sites where they wished to live, but the agent
had been unable to help them raise these dwellings, because of a
shortage of lumber and shingles. There was a new sawmill working at
Crow Agency, but the only lumber sawed was some cottonwood. The
reason was easy to explain: there was very little pine timber in
the immediate vicinity. . The nearest it could be found in quantities
to pay for relocating the mill was in the Wolf Mountains, 25 miles to
the east. A road would have to be opened, and this would require men
and money. Indian labor was plentiful, but he needed authority to
employ white foremen. These requisites were not forthcoming until
1886, when the mill was moved and the road opened.

With the Crow now willing to take up farming and ranching, the
agent would need, for the next several years, at least 20 men, in
addition to his regular employees, for out-of-door work, from April
until November. If this were allowed by the Bureau, every Crow family
could be placed on a homestead and made nearly self-supporting. To
strengthen his argument, Agent Armstrong pointed out that at nearby
Fort Custer there were 600 to 700 soldiers, 'whose principle occupa-
tion is to make themselves comfortable, while we, who have a great
and perplex1ng work to do, are allowed only five men for out-of-door
work rl

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs was able to allot the agency
a few more positions, but vetoed the number requested as excessive.
Armstrong likewise received scant encouragement from his superlors
in his efforts to secure patents for the Crow to their homesteads. ?
His successor, Henry E. Williamson (Williamson replaced Armstrong
as agent on December 5, 1885), was more successful in this respect.
After much delay, measures were commenced in 1886 to allot land to
the Crow in severalty. John C. Walker and James R. Howard reached
the agency in August and began work. The disappearance of most of

1. Armstrong to Commissioner, Sept. 20, 1885, found in House Execu-

tive Documents, 49th Congress, lst Session, Series 2379, pp. 345-3L6.

2. Ibid., p. 3k6.
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the stakes used by the surveyors in their survey of the area added
to their labor.3 The task was tedious and continued into 1887.
Because of the late arrival of the engineers at the agency, no allot-
ments were made in the Pryor Creek District, where Chief Plenty-Coups
and his followers lived. As Plenty-Coups was a ''very progressive,
self-reliant Indian,'" Agent Williamson was anxious that allotments be

made to him and his people.”

In 1890 additional allotments were surveyed. The Crow looked
upon this work favorably, but in the past there had been difficulty
with the markers--stakes and holes. After four years many of them
had disappeared, the stakes had rotted and the holes filled in.
This time piles of stones were used to delineate the allotment

corners.

Agent E. P. Briscoe, in 1888, concluded that most of the Crow
would never be able to farm a 160-acre allotment. He believed a
40-acre allotment would meet their farming needs and abilities.

If given this quantity of land, they could be required to enclose
it. With not more than 50 families assigned to each of his farmers,
he argued, the tribe would soon be self—supporting.6

Briscoe's suggestion to reduce the allotment of farm land would
have to be negotiated with the Crow and then subjected to ratifica-
tion by Congress. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs accordingly

rejected his agents proposal.

By August 1889 there were 423 families living on their allot-
ments. The majority had comfortable cabins, built either by them-
selves or the government; with gardens fenced with barbed wire;
stables for work animals; shelters for wagons and implements; and
cellars, frost-procf, for storage of vegetables. Many had fenced

hay fields.’

3. Williemson to Commissioner, Sept. 15, 1886, found in House Execu-
tive Documents, 49th Congress, 24 Session, Series oL6T, p. 394.

4. Williasmson to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1887, found in House Execu-

tive Documents, 50th Congress, lst Session, Series 2542, p. 215. The
engineers had suspended the project and returned to their homes in the

east on the approach of winter.

5. Wyman to Commissioner, Sept. L, 1890, found in House Executive
Documents, 5Slst Congress, 24 Session, Series 2841, p. 116.

8, found in House Execu-

6. Briscoe to Commissicner, Aug. 15, 188
Bris-

tive Documents, 50th Congress, 24 Session, Series 2637, p. 153.
coe had replaced Williamson as agent on May 10, 1888.

7. Wymen to Commissioner, Aug. 30, 1889, found in House Executive

%
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Prior to the agreement of March 3, 1891, a majority of the Crow
had taken up allotments. Most of this acreage, however, was not on
land irrigated by ditches built as a result of this agreement. To
facilitate instructions in learning the art of irrigating crops,
much of the land brought under water was farmed in common. White
farmers closely supervised their activities. By July 1, 1902, the
Crow had acquired the necessary skills, and, with knowledge that
the Bighorn Ditch would be completed by 1904, the government re-
sumed its allotment program.®

Agent S. G. Reynolds in 1905 and 1906 bent much of his energy
toward influencing the Crow into improving the appearance of thelr
homesteads. The Indians were visited individually at their homes,
and he "endeavored, as far as possible, to have them beautify their
places' by setting out fruit and shade trees, planting gardens, erect-
ing better dwellings, and building pig pens and chicken yards. They
were encouraged ''to surround themselves with the simple things that
go to make a man's home attractive and cause him to be contented and
interested in the care of the same." 2

B. Farming on the Reservation: 1885-1906

1. Droughts, Hailstorms, and Implement Shortages

By the spring of 1885 all the Indians had been brought to
Crow Agency and the old Rosebud Agency abandoned. One hundred
and sixty-five separate parcels of land, averaging almost five
acres each, had been broken to plow. For the first time, the
Crow had broken land. These homesteads were located in the Big
and Little Bighorn valleys, on Pryor Creek, and along the Yel-
lowstone. The growing season opened unfavorably with a drought
in May. No rain fell until the final week of the month. Many
seed potatoes burned up in the hot sandy soil, before the rains
came. Fears were voiced that fewer would be dug than planted.

Documents, S5lst Congress, 1lst Session, Series 2725, p. 223. The hay~
field, generally, consisted of a sizeable portion of the gllotments.

8. Reynolds to Commissioner, House Executive Documents, 58th Con-
gress, 2d Session, Series U645, p. 190. John Rankin, who was in charge
of this program, made over 1,000 allotments in Fiscal Year 1903.

3. Reynolds to Commissioner, Sept. 2, 1905, House Executive Docu~
ments, 59th Copgress, lst Session, Series 4959, p. 238. Reynolds, in
his visits, avoided wherever possible meeting with Indians in council,
as he considered these "powwows' a waste of time. Reynolds to Commis-
sioner, Aug. 27, 1906, House Executive Documents, 59th Congress, 24
Session, Series 5118, p. 252.
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The weather now became favorable for crops, and there were many
excellent gardens. Some Indians who had done well in 1884 failed
in 1885, while others did better.l0

While the ground was covered with snow in 1886, Agent William-
son sent his boss farmers into the seven farming districts he had
established, They were to determine the Indians' most imperative
needs; to see that the ground was properly prepared and fences
repaired; and that implements were fairly apportioned. They
would also locate on separate allotments all Indians expressing
a desire to cultivate land for themselves. It was expected that
about 250 new homesteads would be taken up, but by the time the
planting commenced, the ‘'hoss farmer$' reported 509 separate farms
occupied by Crow, who were getting out logs for cabins and posts

for fencing.

Each boss farmer was given control by the agent of the Indi-
ans in his district, and held responsible for their conduct.
All seeds, implements, lumber, etc., were issued on his requi-
sition. He was to instruct his charges in all "matters pertain-
ing to their work, as building cabins, fences, stables, root-
cellars, planting and harvesting crops, saving of seed, repailrl
of harness, implements, etc." Comfortable houses were erected
in each of the seven districts for the boss farmers.

A severe drought in 1886 cut yields, while the Indians were
plagued by a ''paucity of implements." One hoe, shovel, or rake
frequently served several families, while but one wagon could
be allowed to a score. There were fewer harrows.'! By 1889
the implement situation had been greatly improved. The Crow
now had 350 wagons, 600 sets of harness, 50 mowing machines and
sulky rakes, seven reapers, 300 harrows, and hundreds of smaller
implements--hoes, spades, shovels, rakes, forks, axes, etc,!?

By 1887 the Crow had progressed to the point where it was no
longer necessary to let contracts to break the sod. Rainfall
was above normal in 1887 and the crops yielded a fair return.

10. Armstrong to Commissioner, Sept. 30, 1885, House Executive Docu-
ments, 49th Congress, lst Session, Series 2379, pp. 348-349. There were
400 Indians in the Pryor Creek settlement.

11. Williesmson to Commissioner, Sept. 15, 1886, House Executive Docu-
ments, 49th Congress, 24 Session, Series 2467, pp. 391-392.

12. Wyman to Commissioner, Aug. 30, 1889, House Executive Documents,
51st Congress, lst Session, Series 2725, p. ook,

13. Williamson to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1887, House Executive Docu-
ments, 50th Congress, lst Session, Series 2542, p. 215.
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In 1888 savage hailstorms swept the area, and some of the most
progressive farmers saw their gardens destroyed--potato vines,
corn, melons, wheat, and oats were beaten into the ground. Some
Crow, however, had good crops, but in 1889 a drought and hail-
storm took its toll, Many families would have nothing for their
season's toil.l"

For the third successive year the crops in 1890 failed. At
first, rainfall was normal, and there was promise of a bumper
crop. Then weeks passed with no moisture, while hot, dry winds
parched the ground.!5 Exhibiting a Stoicism unknown to white
farmers, the Indians bore their latest misfortune with fortitude.
The watertable fell, and all the wells at Crow Agency ran dry.
Water for drinking and bathing had to be hauled from the Little
Bighorn. To provide water for fighting fires a dike was built
across the river south of the agency, and ditches dug. Water
carried in these ditches was utilized for irrigation. In 1891
and 1892 large numbers of shade and fruit trees were set out,
and wig%in several years the agency gave the appearance of an
oasis.

2. Irrigation Proves a Salvation

1891 was a good year for agriculture, and the fields and gar-
dens "produced abundant yields of grain and vegetables of every
description." After three years of failure this caused spirits
to soar. Thousands of bushels of potatoes, wheat, and oats had
been grown on the several-hundred-acre-field irrigated by the
Reno Ditch. Plans were made to enlarge this field, and to em-
ploy several more boss farmers during the planting and harvest-
ing season. The Indians would pay for these extra overseers
from tribal funds, and the surplus grain raised would enable

them to supply the post quartermaster's needs at Fort Custer.!”

14. Briscoe to Commissioner, Aug. 15, 1888, House Executive Documents,
50th Congress, 24 Session, Series 2637, p. 153; Wyman to Commissioner,
Aug. 30, 1881, House Executive Documents, 5lst Congress, lst Session,
Series 2725, p. 224, The number of farming districts had been reduced
from seven to five by 1889.

15. Wyman to Commissioner, Sept. 4, 1890, House Executive Documents,
51st Congress, 24 Session, Series 2841, p. 115.

16. Ibid., p. 116; Wyman to Commissioner, Oct. 22, 1891, House Ex-
ecutive Documents, $2d Congress, lst Sesslon, Series 2934, p. 270.

17. Wyman to Commissioner, Oct. 22, 1891, House Executive Documents,
524 Congress, lst Session, Series 293k, p. 268. In 1891 the Crow rais-
ed 2,000 bushels of wheat, 12,800 bushels of oats, 780 bushels of corn,
12,000 bushels of potatoes, 3,000 bushels of turnips, 90 bushels of oni-



[ 330 ]

The year's success prompted Agent M. P. Wyman to oppose the
Commissioner's suggestion that he concentrate on developing a
pastoral economy for the Crow. He argued, successfully, that
the tribe be encouraged to develop both an agricultural and a
pastoral economy, providing that the additional irrigation pro-
jects--provided for in the Agreement of March 3, 1891, were given
top priority. He held that farming, under favorable conditions,
would advance the redmen on the road to civilization '"with more
certainty and far greater rapidity than a pasteral life."?8

Although there was cold weather into early May, 1892 was al-
most as profitable a year for farmers.l® A drought in 1893
ruined all crops and gardens except those on irrigated land.
Fortunately, with the construction program made possible by the
agreement of 1891, more acres were now irrigated.20

The year 1894 was a good year for crops. In addition, the
digging of new irrigation ditches had enabled the Crow to triple
the acreage under cultivation from 400 to 1,270 acres.?! In
breaking the sagebrush-covered flats, the Crow had employed four-
horse plows. Heavy yields of oats, wheat, corn, potatoes, melons,
pumpkins, beans, and peas were reported.Zi

3. The Agricultural Eccnomy Expands

Agriculture continued to progress in 1895, while stock-raising
declined. Whereas in 1894 the Crow had provided all the hay pur-
chased by the Fort Custer Quartermaster and about 300,000 pounds
of oats, they now contracted to furnish all the hay and grain for
Fort Custer, all the hay and more than one-half the grain for Fort
Keogh, and all the grain for Camp Merritt. They likewise sold the

ons, 20 bushels of beans, 920 bushels of other vegetables, and thousands
of melons and pumpkins.

18. Ibid. Wyman had replaced Briscoe as agent on July 1, 1889.

19. Wymen to Commissioner, Aug. 22, 1892, House Executive Documents,
524 Congress, 2d Session, Series 3038, pp. 28L-286.

20, Wyman to Commissiocner, Aug. 15, 1893, House Executive Documents,
53d Congress, 24 Session, Series 3210, p. 17T.

21. Watson to Commissioner, Aug. 25, 189k, Houese Executive Documents,
533 Congress, 3d Session, Series 3306, p. 166. Of the new acreage under
cultivetion, 367 acres were on the Little Bighorn between the agency and
Fort Custer, 50 acres on the Little Bighorn ab
Creek, 75 acres on Lodge Grass, and 278 acres on Pryor Creek.

22- TIpbid.

ove the mouth of Lodge Grass




331 ]

Fort Custer commissary all the potatoes he would buy. As soon
as the agency's flour- and cornmill, then under construction,
was completed and in production, the Crow planned to sell flour
and cornmeal to their white neighbors. This would be significant,
because the region for a radius of 150 miles was supplied with
flour from Bozeman and the Dakotas and with cornmeal from Nebraska.?3
The Crow, in just 12 years following the extermination of the
buffalo on their reservation, had made the transition from hunters
to successful farmers. From a nation of ''beggers depending on the
Government,' they had become an "independent community, support-
ing itself and supplying its white neighbors from its surplus pro-
ducts.' Agent M. J. Watson in 1895 recommended discontinuance of
the entire ration to the able bodied except beef, by July 1, 1896.2"%
This was done with the approval of the commissioner. Some hard-
ship cases were reported at first, but the Crow weathered the
storm.?°

With 3,025 acres under cultivation, 1896 was a good year for
the Indian farmers. Over 2,000,000 pounds of wheat, oats, bar-
ley, rye, corn, potatoes, and other vegetables were raised. Oats,
which thrived in the region, accounted for half this total. In
1896, as they had in the previous year, the Crow exhibited pro-
duce they had raised at the Yellowstone County Fair in Billings.
Besides earning praise from the whites, the Crow were awarded sev-
eral blue ribbons,.26

The steam-powered gristmill was now in operation, and its suc-
cess justified expectations. Fifty barrels of high-grade flour
were ground daily.27

With several thousand acres under irrigation, the Crow were
no longer dependent on rainfall to make a crop. In 1898, they
raised 25,000 bushels of wheat and 30,000 bushels of oats, along

23. Watson to Commissioner, Sept. 18, 1895, House Executive Docu-
ments, Shth Congress, lst Session, Series 3382, p. 184,

24. Tbid. Watson had replaced Wyman as agent on March 1, 189k4.

25. Watson to Commissioner, Nov. 2, 1897, House Executive Documents,
55th Congress, 2d Session, Series 3641, p. 16k,

26. Watson to Commissioner, Sept. 16, 1896, House Executive Docu-
ments, 55th Congress, lst Session, Series 3489, p. 182.

27. Ibid., p. 181.
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with smaller yields of corn, barley, ¥ye, potatoes, and garden
vegetables. Most of these were grown on large tracts, under

the supervision of white, boss farmers. These fields were to be
broken up, as soon as practicable, and each family located on
allotments in severalty. This, however, would not be possible
until completion of the Bighorn Ditch added the necessary irri-

gated acreage.?®

4. Fort Custer Contract Lost: Crows Readjust

The abandonment by the army of Fort Custer in 1898 was a ser-
ious blow to Crow economy, because they had been in the habit of
supplying the post with hay, oats, and potatoes. In Fiscal Year
1898 they had sold the postzguartermaster 1,000,000 pounds of

oats and 1,200 tons of hay.

The involvement of the Crow in the economic life of the post
dated to 1887, when hay and wood contractors began employing
Indians.3% By 1889 the tribe was selling hay to the Fort Custer
contractors, stockmen grazing cattle and sheep on the reservation,
and in towns springing up along the Northern Pacific.3! In 1891,
which weatherwise was a good year, the Indians cut and sold 2,000
tons of hay at ten dollars a ton delivered. Most of the hay,
1,500 tons, was sold to the Fort Custer quartermaster.32 The
hay crop in 1892 totaled 3,450 tons, of which two-thirds was con-
tracted to the army. Indians, having teams working on the irri-
gation ditches, were compelled to retain sufficient hay to feed

their stock through the winter.3?

28-

Recker to Commissioner, Aug. 25, 1898, House Executive Documents,

55th Congress, 3d Session, Series 3757, p. 188.

29.

30-

50th Congress, 2d Session,
running cattle on the reserve

31-

Tbid.

Briscoe to Commissioner, Aug. 15, 1888, Ho
Series 2637, p. 15L. Some of the stockmen,

tion, also employed Indians as cowboys.

Wyman to Commissioner, Aug. 30, 1889, House Executive Documents,

51st Congress, lst Session, Series 2725, p. 223.

32-
504 Congress, lst Session, Series 2g34, p. 268.

22, 1891, House Executive Documents,

Wyman to Commissioner, Oct.
The sale of hay yielded

more than $30,000 in 1891.

33-

Wyman to Commissioner, Aug. 00, 1892, House Executive Documents,

504 Congress, 2d Session, Series 3038, p. 285.

use Executive Documents,

-"'---——-___*
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Until the abandonment of Fort Custer, hay continued to be the
Indians' money crop.3L+ Now, however, the tribe was compelled to
devote more acreage to wheat. It was hoped that sale of flour
from the mill would bring in sufficient income to compensate for
the loss of the Fort Custer contracts. From wheat grown on their
irrigated land and processed at their mill, they sold the North-
ern Cheyenne, in 1900, 240,000 pounds of flour; the agency and
its school 210,000 pounds; besides supplying themselves and their
traders. Wheat sold off the reservation brought an average price
of $1.35 per hundredweight.3® Good yields of oats and hay were
also recorded.

5. Irrigation District Allotments and Self-Support

I By 1902 the Crow had learned how to irrigate, and with the
Bighorn Ditch scheduled for completion within two years, the
allotment program was resumed. This understandably caused prob-

l lems, as the Indians, having been given land in severalty, aban-
doned the community farms by the hundreds. The number of acres
under cultivation was cut drastically. Although most of these

l new allotments were in irrigation districts, the ground had to
be broken, and yields per acre were accordingly small in 1902-
1903. Moreover, the community farms had had their fertility
sapped by intensive cultivation and poor farming practices. Many

l fields were choked with Russian thistles, sunflowers, and wild
oats. The Bighorn and Pryor Districts, in late July of 1903,
were swept by a savage hailstorm as the grain was ripening. One-

l half the crop was destroyed in minutes., The same year farmers in
the Black Lodge, Renc, and Lodge Grass Districts suffered an inva-
sion by grasshoppers, and reported a loss of three-fourths of

l their crops.3® The following year saw grasshogpers and a drought

reducing the per-acre yield of grain and hay.?

34. Watson to Commissioner, Aug. 25, 1894, House Executive Documents,
53d Congress, 3d Session, Series 3306, p. 166. In the opinion of some of
the cavalry officers, the native blue-Joint was the best hay grown in
the United States.

35. Edwaerds to Commissioner., Aug. 27, 1900, House Executive Docu-
ments, 56th Congress, 2d Session, Series 4101, p. 267.

36- Reynolds to Commissioner, Sept. 3, 1902, and Oct. 7, 1903, House
Executive Documents, 57th Congress, 2d Session, Series LL58, p. 229, and
58th Congress, 24 Session, Series B6L5, p. 190.

37- Reynolds to Commissioner, Sept. 6, 190k, House Executive Docu-
ments, 58th Congress, 3d Session, Series 4798, p. 226.
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There was a long Indian swmmer in 1905 and no snow until Dec-
ember, which enabled the Indians to plow and prepare for seed-
ing thousands of acres. The spring was favorable, and a large
acreage of grain was grown and harvested. When Agent Reynolds
abstracted the totals, he saw that the 1906 crop was the larg-
est yet raised on the reservation. Several thousand tons of hay
were made, and a new cash market discovered. It was sold to
sheepmen who had secured a number of leases on the reservation. 3®

By July 1, 1902, the economic standard of the Crow had again
reached the point where the govermment determined to suspend the
issuance of rations, this time to include beef. As of that date,
1,000 Indians were dropped from the ration roll; on July 1, 1903,
another 50C were pared from the rolls; and by July 1, 1905, no
rations were issued to able-bodied Crow. “The Indians, in general,
supported this policy, and each put forth his 'best efforts to

make a living‘”vg

A number of Crow now began to show signs of "prosperity.'" No
rations were again issued by the agent in Fiscal Year 1906, and
he forecast, 'with any exertion whatever on the part of the Indi-
ans, they can make a splendid living on the allotments.

To encourage agriculture and friendly competition in farming,
gardening, and stock-raising between individuals and districts,
the Crow Industrial Fair was organized in the autumn of 1905 by
Agent Reynolds. One of his predecessors had started a fair, but

because of its ''wild-west features' it had failed. The Industrial

Fair was as much a success as the first was a failure, and the
Indians, as well as the employees, worked hard. The exhibits of
agricultural products and livestock were superior to those usu-
ally seen in western county fairs. Bronk-busting, racing, and
calf-roping were restricted. ™!

38. Reynolds to Commissioner, Aug. 27, 1906, found in House Execu-
tive -Documents, 59th Congress, 24 Session, Series 5118, p. 252.

39. Reynolds to Commissicner, Oct. T, 1903, and Sept. 6, 190k, House
Executive Documents, S8th Congress, 2d Session, Series LBL5, p. 190,
and 58th Congress, 3d Session, Series 4798, p. 226.

40. Reynolds to Commissioner, Aug. 27, 1906, House Executive Docu-
ments, 59th Congress, 2d Session, Series 5118, p. 252.

1. Tbid., p. 253.

——— - = =
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28

C. Irr;ggtlon on the Crow Reservation

1. The Construction of the Reno Ditch

Experience gained at the first two agencies had demonstrated
that without irrigation it would be impossible to turn the Crow
into successful farmers. Lack of moisture and hot, dry summers,
except in years of exceptional rainfall, doomed dryland farming
in the fertile river valleys of southeastern Montana.

Although 1884 was unseasonably wet, the top soil, which was
light and sandy, parched rapidly. It was apparent to Agent Arm-
strong that high priority would have to be given to digging of
irrigation ditches, if the Crow were to become self-sufficient.
When he brought this subject to the attention of his superiors,
they authorized him "to employ an engineer' to locate irrigation
ditches and "make estimates of cost of same.' Construction costs
would be funded from tribal money, and Armstrong felt certain,
""the Indians will be very glad to have their moneys expended in
this way.'%2

The engineer arrived, located several ditches, and prepared
his estimates. Sufficient funds were available to underwrite
only one project, and a number of Indians were put to work under
his supervision on the Reno Ditch, several miles above Crow
Agency. The ditch, drawing water from the Little Bighorn, was
eight miles long, eight feet wide at the bottom, and capable of
watering 4,500 acres. This was mere land than the Crow could
cultivate in the immediate future. Moreover, the Reno Ditch
would irrigate few farms currently under cultivation, because
the Crow had been encouraged by their agent to scatter and occupy
the entire valleys of the Big and Little Bighorn. There were
only 25 homesteads on land watered by lateral canals frem the
ditch, and Agent Armstrong proposed to reserve most of the re-
maining acreage for hayfields, as the army at Fort Custer re-
quired large quantities of hay, and the Indians could realize
large sums from this source.

Other irrigation ditches were needed. Surveys and estimates
had been prepared for two more ditches--one of 14 miles in the
Bighorn Valley south of Fort Custer, and an eight-mile ditch on
the Little Bighorn, 20 miles above the Crow Agency. The cost of
these two ditches was placed at $50,000, Although many Crow de-
sired to work on these ditches for wages, the Commissioner of

42. Armstrong to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1884, LB8th Congress, 2d Ses-
sion, Series 2287, pp. 153-15k.
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Indian Affairs refused to sanction these projects. _He held that
there was not enough money available to fund them."”

Agent Wyman, in 1889, again broached the subject. Irriga-
tion ditches, he pocinted out, were vital, as it was a useless
"expenditure of energy, time, and money . . to continue
agricultural labors in this section without' them. If an expen-
diture for more ditches was authorized, the contractors would
employ Indian labor to do most of the work, thus pumping money
into the Crow economy. Many of the Crow were anything but in-
different to the value of money. Many were shrewd in this re-
spect, as they demanded and received a fair equivalent for what-

ever they sold.h®

2. The Construction of the Bighorn Ditch®

Taking cognizance of the arguments advanced by his agents,
the Commissioner suggested to the commission appointed to ne-
gotiate with the Crow for a cession of part of their reservation,
that in any agreement concluded "provision should be made for
the application of a portion of the funds to be paid the Crows
to the furnishing of irrigation appliances for the lands retained
by them.” Accordingly, the commission incorporated an article
into the agreement ratified by Congress on March 3, 1891, allot-

ting $200,000

to be expended in the building of dams, canals, ditches,
and laterals for the purpose of irrigation in the valleys
of the Big Horn and Little Big Horn rivers, on Pryor Creek,
and such other streams as the Secretary of the Interior
might deem proper, the expenditure for any one year to be

limited to $50,000.%°

No time was wasted by the Office of Indian Affairs in imple-
menting this section of the March 3, 1891, Agreement. William H,.
Graves of Denver and two assistants were employed in June to pre-
pare plans and estimates for several irrigation districts. The
next summer construction was commenced on the Agency Ditch, which
bounded the Little Bighorn on the west between Crow Agency and
Fort Custer. In August, 50 Indians with teams were hard at work,

* see National Register forms p. 631

43. Armstrong to Commissioner, Sept. 20, 1885, found in House Execu-
tive Documents, 49thCongress, lst Session, Series 2379, Pp. 223~224.

44. Wyman to Commissioner, Aug. 30, 1889, House Executive Documents,
51st Congress, 1lst Session, Series 2725, pp. 223-22k,
1891, House

45. Commissioner to Secretary of the Interior, Sept.
2934, p. 50.

Fxecutive Documents, 52d Congress, 1st Session, Series
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and Superintendent Graves reported, 'they do as good work as
white men and take pride in the doing of it." This ditch, when
completed, would bring water to a number of allotments, all on
meadow land, and insure the owners "a magnificent' crop of hay. "

By the summer of 1893 the Agency Ditch had been completed, as
well as two ditches, Nos. 1 and 2, on Pryor Creek. These ditches
and their laterals brought another 12,300 acres of the reserva-
tion under irrigation. Much of the cost, $47,500, had been in
wages paid Crow construction hands, thereby pumping dollars into
the Indians' economy.

One article of the Agreement of 1891 had provided that $75,000
be set aside to be expended under the direction of the Secretary
of the Interior for management and maintenance of the irrigation
districts. Agent Wyman accordingly recommended that this account
be drawn on to hire several men to teach the Crow "how to man-
age their water supply, and to keep the laterals leading from
the main ditches in such shape that their farms may be watered
to the best advantage.'' Money from this account was also needed
to repair the Reno Ditch--the reservation's pioneer irrigation
project."’ The Secretary approved these requests.

Superintendent Graves and his Indians found plenty to keep
them busy in 1894. The Reno Ditch was improved and the Pryor
ditches tidied up. While a large force continued to work on
the Bighorn Ditch, as it had since 1893, a smaller crew opened
a seven and one-half mile ditch, designed to tap Soap Creek and
water 1,814 acres east of the Bighorn and south cf Rotten Grass.
Though Soap, during droughts, did not carry sufficient water to
irrigate the area, this project was designed as a temporary meas-
ure, pending completion of the Bighorn Ditch.™

By 1897 all the proposed ditches, except the Bighorn, had
been completed. Not until this ambitious project had been com-
pleted would it be possible to settle every family on an irri-
gated allotment. The Bighorn Ditch would open to irrigation

524

534

534
eau

46-Wyman to Commissioner, Aug. 22, 1892, House Fxecutive Documents,
Congress, 2d Session, Series 3038, p. 285.

47.Wyman to Commissioner, Aug. 15, 1893, House Executive Documents,
Congress, 2d Session, Series 3210, p. 178.

48-Watson to Commissioner, Aug. 25, 1894 ,House Executive Documents,
Congress, 3d Session, Series 3306, p. 168; W. S. Hanna, "Indian Bur-
Considers Crow Project Among Major ¢rr1gatlon Works," Billings Ga-

zette, Aug. 29, 1937.
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35,000 acres of arable land, and several hundred families would
be allotted acreage in that district."?

The Bighorn Ditch*was finally completed in the autumn of 1904,
12 years after the first ground had been broken. To divert 720
cubic feet of water per second into the ditch, a concrete diver-
sion dam, 416 feet in length, had been built across the Bighorn
at the mouth of the canyon. Besides bringing life-giving water
to thousands of arid acres, work on the project had pumped thou-
sands of dollars into the Crow economy; taught them how to do
construction work; and had induced them to breed a better class
of horses as work animals. Experts on irrigation, from all over
the western United States, had visited the project and were im-
pressed with what they saw. They reported that the dam, ditch,
and headgate were”™

one of the best and most substantial pieces of irrigation
work in the United States and reflects credit on the De-
partment for ordering the work, the engineers who planned
and superintended the same, and the Crow Indians who did

the work.

The cost per acre of land irrigated would compare favorably with
similar ditches built for and by whites in Montana and Wyoming.5

3. A Money Shortage Slows Development

By an agreement ratified by Congress on April 27, 1904, the
Crow ceded additional acreage to the United States. Proceeds
from the sale of this land by the General Land Office were to
be credited by the Secretary of the Interior to the tribe, or
expended on the reservation irrigation system and other projects
calculated to improve their economy. With funds available and
a trained labor force, the Crow chiefs and the agent could look
toward the improvement of the reservation's other irrigation dis-
tricts. While the Pryor District was well supplied with ditches,

* see National Register form, p. 635,

Watson to Commissioner, Nov. 2, 1897, House Executive Documents,

55th Congress, 24 Session, Series 3641, p. 163. When completed the
Bighorn Ditch would be 35 miles in length.

50- Reynolds to Commissioner, Oct. T, 1903,

and Sept. 6, 1904, House

Executive Documents, 5Tth Congress, 2d Session, Series 4L58, p. 191, and
58th Congress, 3d Session, Series 4798, p. 226; Hanna, "Indian Bureau
Considers," Billings Gazette, Aug. 29, 1637. Walter B. Hill served as
project engineer during the final years of construction. In 1903 the
Congress, learning that tribal funds allotted for the project had been
exhausted, appropriated $35,000 to complete the Bighorn Ditch.

e =
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Pryor Creek, during a drought, lacked sufficient flow to supply
them. The Black Lodge Ditch, which ended at the south boundary
of the abandoned Fort Custer Military Reservation, should be ex-
tended two miles to irrigate recently allotted land. The Reno
Ditch was "low-line,'" and by changing it to a high-line, several
thousand additional acres could be brought under irrigation. To
irrigate the many allotments taken out in the upper valleys of
the Little Bighorn and Lodge Grass, laterals had to be dug.5!

No money was budgeted by the Secretary of the Interior for
the projects recommended by Agent Reynolds. The little money
available was used to construct laterals, division boxes, and
bridges to support the Bighorn Ditch. In 1905 about 3,000 acres
of grain and a large acreage of bluestem hay were raised on land
watered by the ditch. A sizeable allotment was needed, however,
to complete the system of laterals and checks required to raise
the water sufficiently to irrigate the entire project. Some money
was available in Fiscal Year 1906, but not enough to bring several
important tracts allotted to able-bodied Crow under irrigation.>?

Many Crow employed the skills learned in the construction of
the Bighorn Ditch to secure work with white contractors off the
reservation. Fifty to sixty Indians with teams from the Black
Lodge District were employed in 1903 and 1904 on an irrigation
project in Rosebud County. For this work they received 40 cents
an hour and put in a ten-hour day. In 1906 the contractor on the
Huntley Project employed a number of Crow, and reported that he
was satisfied with their work,®>?

51- Reynolds to Commissioner, Oct. T, 1903, House Executive Docu-
ments, 58th Congress, 2d Session, Series 4645, p. 191. There were two
ditches in the Lodge Grass District, one drawing water from Lodge Grass
and the other from the Little Bighorn. Both were satisfactory and no
improvements were proposed.

52. Reynolds to Commissioner, Sept. 2, 1905, and Aug. 27, 1906,
House Executive Documents, 59th Congress, lst Session, Series L4959,
p. 238, and House Executive Documents, 59th Congress, 24 Session, Ser-
ies 5118, p. 25L4. Before work on the Bighorn Ditch District was com-
pleted, 92.8 miles of laterals were dug, 28, 174 acres placed under
water, and 1091 supporting structures built. Hanna, "Indian Bureau
Considers," Billings Gazmette, Aug. 29, 1937.

53. Reynolds to Commissioner, Oct. 7, 1903, and Aug. 27, 1906,
House Executive Documents, 58th Congress, 2d Session, Series L6L5, p.
191, and 59th Congress, 2d Session, Series 5118, p. 253.
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D. Stock Raising_gn the Reservation

1. Many Crow Become Cattlemen

On November 8, 1884, there were issued 746 cattle, by Agent
Armstrong, to the 70 Crow families that had taken up homesteads.
Of these, 41 were bulls and the remainder cows and heifers. The
cattle range selected was bounded by Rotten Grass Creek, the Big-
horn River, and the Bighorn Mountains. As time for the spring
round-up approached, Armstrong issued two weeks' rations to these
families and ordered them to make camp at the 'herder's cabin" at
the mouth of Rotten Grass. The Crow took great interest in the
round-up, and were quick to recognize their brands. Besides de-
tailing many young men to ride the range, they provided the "her-
ders'" with fresh ponies every morning.

The number of brands made the work harder than it would have
been had all the cattle belonged to several persons. Two hundred
and twenty-six calves were branded with two brands--the Indian's
and the government's "I, D." The small calf crop was blamed on
several factors: (a) the cattle were '"pilgrim stock" {(animals
that had never wintered on the range); (b) one-half were heifers;
and (c) there were not enough bulls.>"

In the autumn of 1885, there were 777 cattle received from
Minnesota and issued to the Crow in severalty. This, with the
natural increase, gave them a herd by September 188¢ of 1,900
head.®%> Over 1,000 cattle were delivered to the agent in the
summer of 1887, and were issued 'to deserving Indians at the
rate of 5 to each head of family." This herd would be held on
the agency range for the time being. At the July round-up, Agent
Williamson made the Indians to whom cattle had been issued in 1885
and 1886 responsible for their care. The owners, 183 heads of
families, were pleased to receive their cattle. As the census
showed a total of 630 families, there remained 235 to be provided
with cattle.

Despite the terrible winter of 1886-1887, the Crow herd pro-
duced 450 calves, a better ratio than reported by many of their
white neighbors.S6

54. Armstrong to Commissioner, Sept. 30, 1885, House Executive Docu-
ments, L49th Congress, lst Session, Series 2379, pp. 346-347.

55. Williamson To Commissioner, Sept. 15, 1886, House Executive Docu-
ments, L9th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2467, pp. 392-393.

56-Williamson to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1887, House Executive Docu-
mentg, 50th Congress, lst Session, Series 2542, p. 217.
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In June 1888 the cattle were rounded up, the calves branded,
and each Indian given physical possession of his stock. The only
cattle now left on the reservation range belonged to the agency.
To discourage the slaughter of cattle to "curb the pangs of hunger,"
Agent Briscoe in that year directed his Indian police to report all
cases of cattle killing, so he could promptly punish offenders. >’

No stock was issued to the Crow between 1887 and 1889 and this
was serious, because they wished to become ranchers. Agent Wyman
urged that this practice be resumed, and that in each of the next
two years 1,000 cows and heifers and 50 bulls be allotted to the
tribe. This would enable each family to have a herd. Within five
years of the last issue, he forecast, the natural increase would
provide the Crow with sufficient beef, and the annual contract for
supplying them with 112,000 pounds could be dropped.>®

The Commissioner adopted Wyman's recommendations, and in 1890
a thousand heifers and 50 bulls were received for '"issue to such
Indians as are most deserving, and who have their farms in such
condition as to properly care for the stock.'" Agent Wyman, how-
ever, had had second thoughts on the number of cattle needed to
carry out his program. He now argued that three more issues of
beef cattle would give, in his opinion, each family from five to
12 cows, and within two years furnish all the beef required for
the reservation. The cattle, after being branded, were driven
to the range to become acclimated, before being sent to their
owners' farms.>?

The Agreement of March 3, 1881, provided for the purchase of
a herd of cattle to be held in common by the tribe. Agent Wyman
trusted that this would not militate against the continued issue
of cattle to individuals or heads of families. If this practice
were continued through 1893, he predicted that by 1896, with the
natural increase, the Crow would be self supporting. Already,
the 400 families to whom cattle had been issued owned from 10 to
40 head, each,®?
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Briscoe to Commissioner, Aug. 15, 1888, House Executive Docu~

ments, 50th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2637, p. 15h.
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51st Congress, lst Session, Series 2725, p. 225. In 1889 one-half the
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59 Wyman to Commissioner, Sept. 4, 1890, House Executive Documents,
51st Congress, 24 Session, Series 2841, p. 118.
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Wvman carried his point, and on July 1, 1892, 1,000 head of
cattle were allotted to "the most deserving Indians who had none
issued to them during former issues." In additionm, the year was
a good one for livestock, and there was a large natural increase.
The tribe now owned 6,000 head, individually, and 3,500 in common.
Several of the Crow had herds numbering 200. Impressed with the
tribes' progress as stockmen, the Commissioner now ruled that they
could sell their "marketable steers and dry, barren cows" to the
beef contractor. This stimulated the desire of many to become
ranchers and to look to the increase of their herds, rather than
to butcher and eat the calves.®!

A shortage of government horses in the remuda plagued the agent
at the spring and fall round-ups. When these were undertaken, one
white employee was placed in charge of each Indian party to see
that the calves were properly branded, tallied, and given to the
rightful owner. There were in 1891 and 1892 only 14 horses avail-
able to the seven employees detailed to this task. The vast area
to be covered on the Crow Range soon exhausted the animals. Ranch-
ers, with less cattle aud territory, habitually allowed thelr cow-
boys seven to ten mounts.%? Several years were to pass before
this situation was corrected.

When the cattle were Tounded up and branded in June 1893, it
was ascertained, as had been feared, that the "¢calf crop'' was
very short. This was attributed by the cowboys to the unseason-
ably cold spring and the large number of wolves and coyotes on
the range. Even so, the cowboys and Indians branded and tallied
3,700 calves, of which 1,750 belonged to the common herd, ®3

By the spring round-up of 1893 the number of cattle belonging
to the Crow had increased to 13,000 head. Nevertheless the new
agent, J. W. Watson, was dissatisfied with the condition of the
industry, because the Crow did not take ''care' of their stock. "

61.
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Writing the Commissioner, he lamented, ''We do not know how many
they have, where they are, or anything about them; some have not
seen their cattle in five years."

This situation was not the fault of the Crow but of the sys-
tem. According to the rules, the Indians could only dispose of
steers and barren cows, and these had to be sold to unprincipled
beef contractors. As these men were determined to make a profit,
they paid the Crow $25 for a steer, which the Indians bought back
"as beef for $35 or more.'t Consequently, the Indians did not ap-
preciate the value of their cattle and had no incentive to take
care of them. Large numbers of cattle had disappeared, many of
which had gone to swell the herds of some of their white neigh-
bors. To correct this situation and provide an economic stimulus,
Agent Watson urged that he be zllowed to encourage the Crow to
sell their steers and dry cows to theihighest bidder, whenever
they reached their maximum weight and value.®° No relief, how-
ever, was forthcoming until 1898.

By 1895 the Crow had 15,000 cattle on their range. The area
was rugged, and rustlers continued to use the lariet and running
iron. Two cattle thieves were apprehended by the Indian police
and prosecuted.®®

Grey wolves were an increasingly seriocus menace to the calf
crop. Unless their ravages could be controlled, the Crow would
have to abandon running their cattle on the open range between
Rotten Grass and the mountains.®’ Several wolf hunters were em-
ployed in 1899 and this threat was curbed.

The winter of 1898-1899 was bitterly cold with deep snow, and
the cattle interests suffered accordingly. With the supply sharp-
ly reduced, there was good demand for steers that autumn, and cat-
tle fattened on the Crow range commanded premium prices.69

65- Watson to Commissioner, Aug. 25, 189L, House Executive Documents,
534 Congress, 3d Session, Series 3306, p. 167.

66- Watson to Commissioner, Sept. 18, 1895, House Executive Documents,
5hth Congress, lst Session, Series 3382, p. 185.

67- Becker to Commissioner, Aug. 24, 1898, House Executive Documents,
55th Congress, 3d Session, Series 3757, p- 189,

68- Edwards to Commissioner, Sept. 23, 1899, House Executive Docu-
ments, 56th Congress, lst Session, Series 3915, p. 218.

69- Edwards to Commissioner, Aug. 27, 1900, House Executive Docu-
ments, S56th Congress, 24 Session, Series 4101, p. 267.
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Prices were lower in 1900, but the tribe still realized $33,000
from the sale of beef.”’? 1In Fiscal Year 1902 a large number of
steers were shipped to Chicago and brought premium prices. The
arrest and imprisonment of Samuel Garvin and Robert Lee had sap-
ped the ardor of the rustlers, and in 1902 more calves were tal-
lied than in any of the previous five years.’!

In the fall of 1903 the common herd was rounded up and divided.
Each Indian tcok possession of those allotted to him or her and
henceforth would pasture them on their own land. Earlier in the
year, the Crow, using money made from the sale of wild ponies,
had bought 500 cattle as individuals.’? This practice was contin-
ued in succeeding years. While many Crow by 1906 had become suc-
cessful ranchers, the "indolent and shiftless" still killed and
ate their cattle as quickly as possible. Efforts of the agent to
prevent this were fruitless. ®

2. Ponies Become a Problem

The Crow had always cherished their horses. Prior to the ex-
termination of the reservation buffalo herds in 1883, the ponies
had been the tribe's most prized possession. 1In 1887 glanders
swept the pony herds. Because of their love for their horses,
the agent found the Crow reluctant to destroy animals stricken
with the disease.’"

Within a few years the herds, through natural increase, were
as numerous as before. In the late 1890s there was an explosion
in the reservation horse population. By 1898 there were an esti-
mated 36,000 ponies, of all ages and sizes, and in the opinion of
the agent, all but 5,000 worthless. He held that they ate up the
grass, ''and as such consumed that which should properly go for a
better class of stock.'' Plans were made to round up a number for
shipment to midwestern canners. In July 1898, 1,000 ponies were

70.- Edwards to Commissioner, Sept. 2, 1901, House Executive Documents,
57th Congress, lst Session, Series 4290, pp. 258-259.

71. Reynolds to Commissioner, Sept. 3, 1902, House Executive Documents,
57th Congress, 2d Session, Series 4LL4s8, p. 229.

72. Reynolds to Commissioner, Oct. T, 1903, House Executive Documents,
58th Congress, 2d Session, Series LeLs, p. 191.

73. Reynolds to Commissioner, Aug. 27, 1906, House Executive Documents,
59th Congress, 2d Session, Series 5118, p. 25h.

74. Williamson to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1887, House Executive Docu-
ments, 50th Congress, lst Session, Series 25hk2, p. 216. Glanders is a
destructive disease of horses and mules, caused by bacteria.
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loaded aboard stock cars and started for the east.’®> The wild
pony population continued to soar. By 1900 it had reached 40,000,
although during the previous year the agent had sold about 15,000
for between three and ten dollars a head.’® Another 14,000 were
rounded up and shipped the following year with prices received
ranging from five to twelve dollars per head.”’’ The money accrued
from these sales was used by the tribe to purchase cattle.

The Agreement of 1882, as ratified by Congress, included a pro-
vision granting to the Crow the right to permit cattle to be driv-
en across or grazed on the reservation. Pressure by stockmen, es-
pecially those operating in the Bighorn Basin to the south, and
railroad interests to the north had been instrumental in wringing
this concession from the tribe. The Secretary of the Interior was
to establish the fees to be paid by parties desiring to take ad-
vantage of this provision. All money derived from this scurce was
to be paid the Crow under "such rules and regulations' as the Sec-
retary might prescribe.’?

Under this agreement, the Crow, in council, granted temporary
grazing privileges to a few neighboring cattlemen in 1884. Care
was taken not to grant any long-term leases, and the recipients
of such privileges were refused authority to make improvements
of any type on Indian lands. In the same year, however, the Blake
and Wilson Cattle Company of Topeka, Kansas, pressed for the lease
of 1,500,000 acres of grazing land on the reserve. Agent Armstrong
allowed the company to make an agreement with the Crow, whereby
they promised to pay $30,000 per year "for the right to graze cat-
tle, to build fences and to make other improvements on a prescribed
area of this extent within the reservation.' Reports that such a
huge lease was under serious discussion caused a storm of protest
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by Montana and Wyoming ranchers. They feared such a lease would
retard the opening of the reservation to settlement, and the les-
sees were outsiders. President Chester A. Arthur and Congress were
bombarded with resolutions and petitions denouncing the scheme.
The lease was accordingly disapproved by the Commissioner of Indi-
an Affairs. 1In 1885 his decision was reinforced by the opinion
of the Attorney General that Indian tribes could not make valid
leases of their reservation lands unless specially authorized by
Congress.73

Despite the opinion of the Attorney General, the practice of
permitting the Indians in council to grant grazing permits was
continued. This solution, however, dissatisfied both parties.
Stockmen holding permits complained bitterly that other cattle
and sheepmen were trespassing on districts occupied by them.
These protests became lcuder and more insistent in 1890, as a
serious drought dried up water holes and withered the b*uestem
Agent Wyman took cognizance of these complaints, and on September
15, the Indian police began removing cattle and >heeg belonging
to people not holding permits from the reservation.

Both the Commissioner and the agents had struggled to improve
the system by standardizing the permits. But friction continued,
while the Indians reminded them of the valuabie offer made by
Blake & Wilson for the lease of their surplus lands. As early
as 1886 Agent Williamson, vexed by the problem of grazing permits,
of tolls, and right-of-ways, suggested the sale of the western
portion of the reservation. Such action would probably yield to
the government more than $1,000,000 to hold in trust for the Crow.
But if it were deemed inexpedient to sell this land, grazing per-
mits should be auctioned. Such action would yield an estlmated
$20,000 to $25,000 per year to be credited to the tribe. £l

Such action required legislation, and several years passed be-
fore Congress was ready to act. When the Agreement of March 3,

79- Fletcher, "The End of the Open Range in Eastern Montana," The
Montana Past, p. 141; Rept., Secretary of the Interior to Senate, Sept.
1891, House Executive Documents, L8th Congress, 24 Session, Series 293k,
PR h Ls,

80. Wyman to Commissioner, Sept. 4, 1890, House Executive Documents,
51st Congress, 2d Session, Series 28L1, p. 118. Fees paid by those
holding grazing permits provided the tribe with many thousands of dol-
lars per year.

81- Williamson to Commissioner, Sept. 15, 1886, House Frecutive Docu-
ments, L9th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2467, p. 295.
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1891, was ratified, it included an article providing for the
lease of both allotted and unallotted Crow lands. Since this
action had been anticipated for some time, the Office of Indian
Affairs was able to formulate a policy and submit it to the Sec-
retary on March 16. The policy, which was approved, called for
dividing the reservation into five grazing districts, which were
to be advertised and leased to the highest bidder.

Agent Wyman executed agreements for the five districts to be
in force from July 1, 1891, to June 30, 1894. These agreements
were approved by the Secretary on June 12. District No. 1, con-
taining 188,000 acres, was leased to Samuel H. Hardin of Bing-
ham, Wyoming. His fee for running a maximum of 8,500 head of
cattle was to be '3 cents per acre per annum, or $16,920 for
three years.” 2 District No. 2 of 191,000 acres was secured by
the Columbia Land § Cattle Co. of Chicago, '"at the rate of 3.95
cents per acre per annum, or $22,633.50 for three years.' Portus
B. Weare of Chicago was high bidder for District No. 3, estimated
to contain 199,000 acres. He was to pay 3.51 cents per acre per
year, or $20,954.70 for three years. District No. 4 of 179,000
acres was leased at 3.57 cents an acre to Thomas Paton of New
York. The permit covering District No. 5 of 89,000 acres was bid
in by Matthew H. Murphy of Miles City at 3.62 cents per annum, or
$9,665,40 for three years. The maximum number of cattle Murphy
would be permitted to run was set at 5,000.83

It was provided in these agreements that no horses, sheep, or
hogs were to be 'introduced upon these lands, and that herds and
private holdings of the Indians shall be kept free from interfer-
ence by the stock of the parties holding permits."8% Complaints
were soon received from several of the lessees that other stock,
horses and cattle, were grazing in their districts. The Colum-
bia Land & Cattle Co. claimed that beef shipped from District No.
2, on which many horses were trespassing, brought nearly one dol-
lar per hundredweight less than beef shipped from other districts
or adjacent ranges. The agent ordered the districts cleared by

82. Rept. of Secretary of the Interior, Sept. 1891, House Executive
Documents, 524 Congress, lst Session, Series 2934, p. 101. District
No. 1 included the Wolf Mountains and an area between the Little Big-
horn and Tongue River. The Hysham Brothers purchased Hardin's Ok ranch
about the turn of the century. Matt Tschirgi, "Tschirgi Gives Histor-
ical Highlights of EBarly Day Stock Business," Billings Gazette, Aug. 29,
1937.

83. Rept. of Secretary of the Interior, Sept. 1891, House Executive
Documents, 524 Congress, lst Session, Series 2934, pp. 101-102.

84. Ibid., p. 102.
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his Indian police of the trespassers' stock. As 2 permanent salu-
tion, he proposed that the grazing districts be fenced. ®°

All told, however, the new system reduced the causes for fric-
tion. 1In the first year the Crow, despite the reduction of their
reservation by 1,800,000 acres, received $29,781.50 from the leas-
sees, whereas under the old system fees in Fiscal Year 1891 were
$24,079.65, 1In 1894 the leases were renewed for one year and in
1895 for five years.®®

In the early 1900s much of the reservation continued to be leas-
ed as grazing districts to white stockmen. The Crow at this time
retained about 500,000 acres between the Bighorn and Little Big-
horn on which they pastured their horses and cattle. This section
was well-watered and had good grass, except in years iike 1903 when
there was & grasshopper plague.”’

E. Law Enforcement and Rustiers

1. The Squawman Problem is Solved

Squawmen by the late 1880s were becoming a serious problem,
and Agent Briscoe in 1888 recomnended that all of them except
Interpreter Steward be ordered off the reservation. '"With their
superior advantage of civilizatiocn and education,™ they had se-
lected the best land, and without consent of the agent had had
their wives' allotment platted, ''putting the whole amount allowed
to each head of family [160 acres] and each child [80 acres] . . .
in the most fertile agricultural valleys." They had protested
loudly against any Indian settling nearby. One of the squawmen
ciaimed the right, by virtue of the interest of his wife and
children, to run 20,000 sheep on the reservation. €

While the Commissioner vetoed Briscoe's suggestion regarding
the expulsion of the squawmen, legislation was enacted by Congress

85- Wyman to Commissioner, Oct. 22, 1891, House Executive Documente,
504 Congress, lst Session, Series 2934, p. 269,
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" in Relation to Marriage between White Men and Indian Women."

It was provided that hereafter men of non-Indian blood marry-

ing squaws could not "acquire any right to any tribal property,
privilege, or interest whatever to which any member of such [the
squaw's] tribe is entitled.”®% This legislation helped curb this
form of exploitation of the Crow by unscrupulous whites, who had
been in the habit of securing grazing rights by marrying squaws.

The Crow Reservation, like many others, was frequented by
"criminals and worthless characters” banished from nearby towns
on the Northern Pacific, or fugitives from the law. Its borders
were infested with rustlers. Many disreputable whites haunted
construction camps along the Bighorn Ditch, where there were
large payrolls, and made a vicious living through gambling and
other vices. Agent Watson in 1895 and 1896 employed the Indian
police in a relentless fight against crime, and many worthless
characters were banished from the reserve.’’

2., Garvin and Lee Go to Prison

In 1893 Samuel Garvin located in an inaccessible section of
the reservation bounded on the west by Bighorn Canyon, on the
south by Devils Canyon, and on the north and east by Big Bull
Elk Ridge. Subsequently, this region became known as Garvin
Basin. Although large numbers of Crow cattle had vanished from
the range, there was nc evidence that Garvin was using the run-
ning iron and lariat. Soc isolated was his range that it was 1900
before Agent J. E. Edwards cornered him and collected $200 for
lease of the basin. Garvin promised that henceforth he would pay
his grazing fee in April.

Shortly thereafter, a steer belonging to Carl Leider of Soap
Creek wandered up to his cabin with an altered brand. Leider,
who worked for the Crow as a cowboy, contacted Frank Heinrich,
and told him of the incident and of the mysterious disappearance
of several hundred head of Indian cattle. Heinrich, who was des-
" tined before his death in 1928 to become the most important stock-
man in Montana, concluded that rustlers had been preying on the

89. Fletcher, "The End of the Open Range in Eastern Montana,” The
Montana Past, p. 1h0.

90- Watson to Commissioner, Sept. 18, House Executive Documents,
5hth Congress, 1lst Session, Series 3382, p. 185; and Watson to Com-
missioner, Sept. 16, 1895, House Executive Documents, 55th Congress,
1lst Session, Series 3489, p. 182. The Indian police, the agent's
strong arm in his fight agsinst crime and vice, had been organized in
the mid-1880s and consisted of two officers and 14 privates.
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Crow herd. Having heard rumors associating Garvin with rustlers,
Heinrich, although it was late in the season and snow had already
fallen, started for the basin. He entered the basin from the Wyo-
ming side by way of Deer Creek Canycn, and worked his way cautiously
down into the hideout. Rounding a bend in the canyon, he sighted

a pole corral in which a number of newly branded cattle were pen-
ned. Heinrich quickly fathomed the rustlers' method of operation--
they used the corral to hold the cattle before driving them down

the canyon and into the basin.

He returned to his horse, being careful to guard his movements,
and headed back to his ranch. Law enforcement officers were told
about what had been observed, but the snow was now too deep to
take action before February 1901. Meanwhile, Agent Edwards' at-
tention had been called to two freshly branded steers. When he
investigated, he found that they were Crow cattle with their brands
altered, and other brands burned into their hides. The new brand
was the §. 9!

Edwards made a search to identify the owner of the § brand, and
soon found that this brand was registered to Samuel Garvin of Bill-
lings. An outfit, accompanied by the Indian police and law enforce-
ment officers from Yellowstone (ounty, headed for the basin, while
Edwards traveled to Billings. In reply to Edwards' searching ques-
tions, Garvin protested ignorance of any wrong doing, and stated
that his foreman, Robert Lee, owned the % brand.?”

By the time Edwards was back at Crow Agency, the law enforce-
ment people, led by Stock Inspector W. D. Smith, had descended
Chain Canyon, crossed the frozen Bighorn, and climbed into the
basin. This was the only entrance to the hideout not blocked
in February by snowdrifts.®? Smith and his people rounded up 757
head of Crow cattle, easily identified by the altered Mashed Pump-
kin brand and the %#. Lee, when questioned by Smith, exhibited a
bill of sale for more than 600 head witnessed by Garvin. While
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Lee admitted that brands had been changed, he swore that this had
been done by the men from whom he purchased the stock, %"

On checking deeper into the subject, Agent Edwards found that
600 head of MY cattle owned by Garvin and mortgaged to the lst
National Bank of Billings numbered only 35. This information
caused the bank to become interested in the case.?®> Although
Garvin and Lee had employed the best criminal lawyers in the
state to defend them, Edwards believed he could get a conviction
But as he thought about the situation, he grew less self-assured,
because he knew that the U. §. Attorney, Carl Rasch, would be '"out-
classed" by any one of Garvin's lawyers. This especially troubled
him, when Garvin filed a civil suit to recover the 140 unbranded
vearlings found with the 576 branded cattle. Edwards, holding that
the yearlings belonged to the branded Indian cows, had had them
branded and turned loose. As the 1st National Bank was anxious
to recover part of their loan, it was backing Garvin's suit.%®

At a preliminary hearing held in Billings in the last week of
March, Lee was charged with stealing Indian cattle and bound over
to appear before the United States Grand Jury in June. His bond,
which he made, was set at $4,000. Initially, Edwards had hoped to
get the case docked to the stdte court, where the maximum penalty
for cattie theft was 14 years in the penitentiary. But as this
had proved impossible, it would be prosecuted in the Federal Court,
where the maximum penalty was cne vear's imprisonment and a $1,000
fine. He would therefore seek tc have Garvin and Lee indicted on
six separate counts; ''one for the CO cattle," and then selecting
five of the individual brands stolen and recovered, 'making an
action of each instance."%’

In June the Grand Jury met in Billings. In the weeks immedi-
ately preceding, Garvin and Lee did their best to intimidate wit-
nesses against them. Several were offered money to leave the state
or to withhold testimony. When Edwards reached Billings, he en-
countered Lee at the depot. Lee was accompanied by one of his

3k« Ibid.; Bdwards to Commissioner, March 12, 1901, NA, RG 75.
95 TIbid.

96- Edwards to Commissioner, March 21, 1901, NA, RG 75. Edwards had
issued orders forbidding Garvin to return to the reservation. Four
Indians had been detailed to remain with the cattle until the snow had
melted, and they could be returned to the range.

37- Edwards to Commigsioner, March 29, 1901, NA, RG 75.
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cowboys, armed with a Winchester. While Edwards and Lee argued,
the hand cocked hisggiece. Edwards refused to be bluffed, and

Lee lost his nerve.

At the hearing before the Grand Jury, U. S. Attorney O. F. God-
dard asked Garvin about the statement he had made to Stock Inspec-
tor Smith, "Lee has got me into trouble and the best thing I can
do is kill the " Lee's reaction was predictable. "I
suppose you think I did all of this myself."

With the two defendents quarreling, the Grand Jury had little
trouble indicting them on six counts. ?°

The trial opened in the United States District Court in Helena
on December 13, 1901. An important witness for the prosecution
was E. McKelvey, who had been empicyed in the basin by the 1st
National Bank to look after the MY cattle. Garvin had told him
that "some blotched branded cattle had been purchased” by Ander-
son and Smith. But, McKelvey testified, he had seen them in the
holding corrals and branding chutes. Moreover, Lee had threat-
ened, "If you go on the witness stand and tell that the cattle
with blotched brands were Indian cattle I will spill blood be-
fore I get off."

Frank Heinrich told his story on December 17. Lee, in turn,
swore that he had bought the Mashed Pumpkin cattle with $10,000
his sister had sent him. Despite damaging testimony by other
witnesses, Lee and his wife clung to this story.

The case went to the jury on December 24, and the jurors weTre
not only denied Christmas Eve at home, but their deliberation room
was so cold they were unable to sleep--''some one had failed to
keep the fires going." At 5 p.m., on the 25th, the jury filed
into the courtroom and announced its verdict--guilty. Judge
Knowles then sentenced Garvin and Lee to cne year in the peni-
tentiary and fined each $1,000, the maximum sentence permitted

" for stealing cattle from Indians. As these were the first men
prosecuted and convicted of rustling from the Crow, Edwards was
partially satisfied. He, however, felt that such a light sen-
tence for stealing from $30,000 to $35,000 worth of cattle was
ridiculous, and would not serve as a deterrent to most rustlers.

98- Egwards to Commissioner, June 28, 1901, NA, RG T5.
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In Garvin's case, since he was "a man of influence," the one-year
term could be beneficial in casting him in his '"true color.'!0!

In the same year, 1901, the Indian police smashed a gang of
Wyoming-based horse thieves. Two men were arrested and convictgd,
100 ponies recovered, and the rest of the gang fled the area.!0?

The arrest and conviction of Garvin and Lee, as Edwards had
forecast, provided the Crow with only a temporary respite from
rustlers. By mid-summer 1902 several well-organized gangs were
again stealing Crow horses and cattle.!Y3 The Indian police were
able to arrest two men, one of whom confessed and implicated sev-

eral of their confederates. With this information, the authorities

obtained warrents for a number of others, and these men only es-
caped arrest by fieeing. The rustlers, however, were undaunted,
and during the next two years the Indian police spent much of
their time and energy riding the range. In the fall of 1903
their vigilance paid off, and they captured a five-man gang on
the western boundary of the reservation with Indian ponies in
their possession. These individuals were turned over by the
agent to state authorities for prosecution. They were tried,
convicted, and sentenced to the Montana State Penitentiary at
Deer Lodge for terms of five to six years.!U®

On the south side of the reservation, three cattle thieves
were apprehanded. One turned state's evidence; one was sentenced
to Deer Lodge for one year; and one set fire to the house of the
Wyoming deputy sheriff, who had aided the Indian pelice in mak-
ing the arrest. Convicted of arson, he was sent to the Wyoming
penitentiary for 15 years.105
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in cattle stolen from them in the period 1884-1901.

102. Edwards to Commissioner, Sept. 2, 1901, House Executive Documents,
>Tth Congress, 1st Session, Series 4290, pp. 258-259.

103. Reynolds to Commissioner, Sept. 2, 1902, House Executive Documents,
5Tth Congress, 2d Session, Series L4358, p. 229.

10%- Reynolds to Commissioner, Sept. 6, 1904, House Executive Documents ,
58th Congress, 3@ Session, Series 4798, p. 226.

105. TIbid.; Reyneolds to Commissioner, June 9, 1903, NA, RG T5; Montana
Daily Record (Helensa), June 4 & 5, 1903. The man sentenced to Deer
Lodge was Ossa Forrce, while his partner, Benson, was convicted of arson.
David Towns had turned state's evidence. Frank Heinrich was again a val-~
uable witness for the prosecution.
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F. The Sword Bearer Uprising

Tn 1886 the Crow lost many ponies in raids by the Piegan and Sioux.
Much of Agent Williamson's time and energy weTe absorbed in counseling
moderation and urging the Crow not to retaliate. By 1887 a number
of young warricrs, who yearned for the old days, determined to strike
back at the Piegan. In late September, 22 of the young bloods ar-
rived back at Crow Agency, following a successful raid deep into the
Blackfoot Reservation. Agent Williamsen determined to have his Indian
police arrest them. Learning of this, the raiders, accompanied by a
number of other yvoung warriors, rode to Crow Agency on September 30.
They exhibited a defiant mood, and when the Agent ordered their ar-
rest, they threatened him and the employees and fired into several
buildings.

Agent Williamson saw that his police could not control the situa-
tion and telegraphed the commanding officer at Fort Custer, Col. N. A.
M. Dudley, for assistance. Marching orders were issued by the veteran
campaigner, to Troops B and E, 1lst Cavalry. They rode inte Crow Agency
at 10 p.m. The next day they were reinforced by Troops G and K. On
their arrival the cavalrymen found the situation more critical than
reported to Colonel Dudley. The rioters had been joined by ''a con-
siderable number of other Crows, all of whom evinced a determination
to fight rather than submit to arrest." By October 2 ''the turbulence
at the agency [had] somewhat abated,” and Colonel Dudley recalled
three of the troops, leaving one at the agency to protect the employ-
ees and government property.106

The soldiers posted at Crow Agency were under orders not to arrest
any Indians, pending further instructions. After extensive consulta-
tions in Washington between officials of the War Department and the
Secretary of the Interior and his advisors, it was determined ''to
cause the arrest of the turbulent and defiant Indians of the Crow
tribe, and for their confinement at Fort Custer." Brig. Gen.
Thomas H. Ruger, as commander of the Department of Dakota, would
have the responsibility for carrying out these instructions, which
reached his St. Paul headquarters on October Z1. Boarding the next
westbound Northern Pacific, Ruger started for Fort Custer. Although
the reports received from Colonel Dudiey gave the impression that
the Crow, as a tribe, would not rise in support of the young fire-
brands, Ruger could not be certain. While he considered the garri-
son at Fort Custer strong enough to subdue the Crow, he deemed it

106- Ruger to Adjt. Gen. Division of the Missouri, Sept. 15, 1888,
House Executive Documents, S50th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2628, pp.
146, 151. Brig. Gen. Thomas H. Ruger commanded the Department of Dekota.
Troop K, which had remained at Crow Agency on the recall of Troops B, E,
and G, was relieved by Company E, 3d Infantry on October 3.
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best to concentrate a massive force "to overawe the tribe, deter
any who might be inclined to resist the troops, and better pro-
vide, in case of need, for protection of the extended settle-
ments adjacent to the reservation.!' This course of action had
been previcusly approved by the commander of the United States
Army--Gen. Philip H. Sheridan,®%”

While the train rolled westward, General Ruger made several
stops and telegraphed subordinates at Forts Keogh, Missoula, and
Maginnis to forward reinforcements to Fort Custer.!9® 1informa-
tion having been received that the disaffected Crow were in con-
tact with the Cheyenne of the Tongue River Agency, General Ruger
ordered a company of infantry and a troop of cavalry from Fort
Keogh to that point. At Ruger's request, the commander of the
Department of the Platte deployed two troops of cavalry and a
company of infantry from Fort McKinney to establish and man a
line of checkp01nts along the Montana-Wyoming boundary, south of
the reservation,10°

Upon reaching Fort Custer and while awaiting arrival of the
reinforcements, General Ruger discussed the situation with Col-
onel Dudley, Agent Williamson, and Indian Inspector Armstrong.
They assured him thai there was ne reason to fear an immediate
outbreak. Orders were issued for the reinformcements, on their
arrival, to report to Colenel Dudley., 7o bolster the company
currently posted at the agency, Ruger reinforced it with a three-
company battalion of the 3d Infantry on October 29. 110

Soon after the September 29 riot, about three-fourths of the
tribe, many of them settled on allotments, had banded together
on the Bighorn near the mouth of Rotten Grass. Plenty-Coups and

The leader of the disaffected faction was a young medicine man,
called The Sword Bearer. Known originally as Wraps-up-his-Tail,
the young warrior had found a cavalry saber on the Bighorn bluffs
and had changed his name to The Sword Bearer. He told the Crow
that his sword was powerful medicine, and to build up a follow-
ing among the young warriors, who dreamed of the romance and ad-

107- Thid., p. 1hé-1Uu7.

108. Tbid., pp.1h7, 152. From Fort Keogh came Companies D, G, and I,
5th Infantry9 from Fort Missouls Companies B and ¥, 3d Infantry, and
3t Cavalry. The two infantry battalicons

wnction and then marched to Fort Custer,

> the 153 miles,

109- Ibid., p. 1k7

110 Ibid., p. L47.
had been promoted {1

his followers, except for a few hotheads, remained on Pryor Creek.




venture of the old days, he had led raids against the Piegan. This,
he believed, would add to his prestige, and enable him, instead of
Plenty -Coups, to become chief of the Crow when Chief Pretty Eagle"

crossed the slippery log to Shadow Land."!!!

General Ruger determined that to secure the arrest of the Sword
Bearer and his principal confederates, it would be best for the
agent to assemble the tribe at the agency. Tf he sought to arrest
individuals, it was feared that some would escape, and placing them-
selves at the head of small bands, commence partisan warfare. Arm-
strong and Williamson agreed with Ruger. Orders were issued by
Williamson for all the Crow to assemble at Crow Agency by Novem-
ber 4, 1887. By that date all the tribe, except a few stragglers
and Plenty -Coups' band, had arrived and camped on the Little Big-
horn, near the agency.

By this time, the reinforcements crdered to Fort Custer had
arrived, and General Ruger concentrated mnine troops of cavalry,
six companies of infantry, and two artillery detachments armed
with four Hotchkiss guns nearby.112 On the 5th, General Ruger
sent for the chiefs and headmen, and told them that he "had re-
ceived orders to arrest those guilty of making the disturbance at
the agency." They were advised to arrest and bring in the offen-
ders, or the army would be compelled to act. They were given a
deadline of 90 minutes in which tc deliver the prisoners.

While Ruger was issuing his ultimatum, his soldiers took posi-
tion, ready to enforce the demand. Six troops of the 1st Cavalry,
under Colonel Dudley, were advanced and deployed opposite the In-
dians principal encampment, which was scattered along the west
bank of the Little Bighorn, north of the agency and extending for
about one mile. Pretty Eagle and his followers were camped a mile
north of the recalcitrants. This had been done with the blessing
of Agent Williamson, because Pretty Eagle was known to be opposed
to The Sword Bearer and his fire-eaters. The battalion of the 5th
Infantry, supported by other units, was posted to cover the agency
and be pregared, should trouble develop, to support Dudley's horse-
soldiers. 112

111.Ibid., p. 148; Personal Interview, Medicine Crow with Bearss,
July 25, 1969.

112.Units concentrated near the agency were: Troops A, B, D, E,G,
and K, 1st U. S. Cavalry; Troop A, Tth U. 5. Cavalry; Trocps D and H,
9th U. 8. Cavalry; Companies B, D, E, G, and I, 5th U. S. Infantry;
Company C, Tth U. 8. Infantry; and one gun detachment from Fort Custer
and a second from Fort Keogh. Ruger to Adjt. Gen., Div. of the Mo.,
Sept. 15, 1888, House Bxecutive Documents, 50th Congress, 2d Session,
Series 2628, pp. 148, 152-153.

113-Ibid., pp. 148-1L49.
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A number of Indians, as the deadline approached, assembled in that
part of the main camp farthest from the agency. The Sword Bearer and
a submedicine man rode out from the village, closely followed by from
100 to 150 warriors. It looked to Ruger as if their purpose was to
escape up onto the bench, betwsen the Big and Little Bighorn. This
called for prompt action. Calling to Colonel Dudley, Ruger told him
"to cut off the Indians in motion."” Dudley intercepted them with
two troops. The Indians resisted, but after a brisk skirmish were
driven back and across the Little Bighorn. Some escaped into the
hills, where 11 years before the Sioux and their allies had smashed
the 7th Cavalry, while others sought refuge in the village. These
passed within easy range of two companies of infantry, posted be-
tween the agency and the camp. These soldiers, seeing that resist-
ance had ceased, held their fire. Two troops of cavalry were sent
in pursuit of the Crow who had fled to the southeast, while a similar
number rode up the Little Bighorn to search the country about the
camps occupied before the trcuble by Crazy Head's and Deaf Bull's
bands. Ruger feared that the war party might rally on these vallages
duirng the night.!!"

The Sword Bearer was siightly wounded in the clash with the army
and fled to the hills east ¢f the Little Bighorn. His father, shamed
by this exhibition of cowardice, compelied his son to return to the
agency. When they reached the river, The Sword Bearer dismounted to
get a drink. Fire Bear, a member of the Indian police, rode up and
after swearing at The Sword Bearer for his stupidity which could have
led to a massacre of his people, shot him in the back of the head,ll5

Besides The Sword Bearer, seven of his followers were killed and
a number wounded in the fight. General Ruger reported one dead and
two wounded cavalrymen. The Indians not killed, whose arrests had
been ordered, either surrendered or were brought in by fellow tribes-
men. Two important chiefs were among those arrested. They were:
Crazy Head, who was known to be an advisor to The Sword Bearer, and
had counseled resistance, and Deaf Bull who had visited the Cheyenne
and had urged them to ally with the Crow. On November 13 Crazy Head,
Deaf Bull, and six other ring leaders were sent under %uard to Fort
Snelling, Minnesota, where they were to be confined.l}

114 Ibid., p. 149,
115- Personal Interview, Medicine Crow with Bearss, July 25, 1969.

116.Ruger to Adjt. Gen., Div. of the Mo., Sept. 15, 1888, House Execu-
tive Documents, 50th Congrsss, 24 Session, Series 2628, pp. 150, 153.
One of the prisoners was left at Fort Custer for medical treatment of

8 self-inflicted wound. Deaf Bull was releassed from confinement and
returned to his people on August 20, 1889.
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General Ruger had demonstrated skill and restraint in coping with
what could have been a nasty situatiom. He kept his head and no move
to arrest recalcitrants was made until he could deploy an overwhelm-
ing force. When fighting erupted and The Sword Bearer and his fol-
lowers had been routed, the officers kept a tight rein on their men
and they immediately ceased fire. Although the situation was simi-
lar to that at Wounded Knee, good discipline was maintained and there
was no massacre of innocent Indians.

Satisfied that the Crow leaders who counseled moderation were

again in control, General Ruger began withdrawing his troops from_
Crow Agency on November 6, and by the 13th all units were gone. 't

G. St. Xavier and the Reservation Schools

In 1887 two schools were established by religious denominations.
The Unitarian Association of Boston iccated the Montana Industrial
School on the Bighoyn River, seven miles from Custer, under super-
vision of the Rev. li. F. Bond. Besides 'mice, comfortable school
buildings," they provided a corps of teachers and assistants. The
Jesuit priests, Fathers Paul prando and Urban Grassi, who had been
working among the Crow since 1885, erected St. Xavier Misslon, near
the mouth of Rotten Grass, to be staffed by Ursuline sisters.i ?

When it opened on October 1, 1887, St. Xavier consisted of a
school, a chapel, and a residence for the fathers in charge. Other
buildings erected during the next three years included: a wash house,
bakehouse, storehouse, church for the Indians, quarters for workmen,
coalhouse, and roothouses.t19 1In 1892 the Catholic Mission Board

built a brick structure with capacity for 150 students, thus provid-
ing accommodations at St. Xavier for 225 scholars.'?°

By 1889 St. Xavier had accommodations for 150 pupils; the Montana
Industrial 50; and the agency boarding school 50--a total of 250.

117. Ibid., p. 53.

118. Williemson to Commissioner, Aug. 31, 1887, House Executive Documents,

50th Congress, lst Session, Series p5L2, p. 218, It was reported by Agent
Brisco in 1888 that while the Unitarians were "doing some good work,'" Su-
perintendent Bond did not "have the knack of getting along with the Indians.

119- Wyman to Commissioner, Sept. b, 1890, House Executive Documents,
51st Congress, 2d Session, Series 2841, p. 122.

120- Wyman to Commissioner, July 11, 1892, House Executive Documents,
524 Congress, 24 Session, Series 3038, p. 237, The first gchoolhouse
was & 60 x 40 feet, two-story wood building. The chapel and priest's
house are still standing. Mrs. Bridgett C. Keogh, "St. Xavier Once
Boomed with 0il Strike," Hardin Tribune Herald, May 16, 1959.

o
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Attendance, however, was never over 160, as many parents still re-
fused to part with their children.?!?!

In 1897 the Unitarians suspended their operations on the reser-
vation. The Montana Industrial School closed, and its students were
transferred to the Crow Boarding School. That same year, the agent
began exerting force to get the Indians to insure that their school-
age children received a white man's education. He was bitterly op-
posed by many of the parents, and Indian police were employed to
bring in to the boarding schools unwilling students.!??

H. Agreements with the Whites: 1891-1904

In the period 1891-19C4 the Crow signed three important agreements
with the whites. Two of these, with the United States, reduced the
acreage of the reservation in return for which the Indians received
money to underwrite needed capital improvements. The other was with
the Chicago, Burlington § Quincy Railrcad to permit construction of
tracks across the reservation.

1. The Agreement of March 3, 185}

On March 3, 1891, Congress ratified an agreement with the Crow
for the sale o$ 1, 3‘”,@0@ acres off the western end of the reser-
vation.'23 For this land, the Indians were to receive $946,000
for capital improvements, for an irrigation fund, and to provide
an annuity of $12 in cash for each member of the tribe. Indians
holding allotments on the ceded land would be permitted to remain
and have their allotments confirmed. Of the money received by
the tribe and to be held in trust by the Secretary of the Interior,
$200,000 was to be budgeted for construction of irrigation ditches,
with not more than $50,000 to be spent annually; $75,000 was for
maintenance of the irrigation districts; $25,000 for construction
of three gristmills; $45,000 for the puruhase of cattle; $20,000
for the eatabllshmenf of two sub-depots of issue; $5,000 for school-
houses; and $10,000 for home improvements.) 2"

121- Wyman to Commissioner, ﬁug 20, 1889, House Executive Documents,
51st Congress, lst Session, Series 2725, p. 225.

1897, House Executive Documents,

122. Watson to Commissioner, Nov. 2,
1, p. 154,

524 Congress, 2d Session, Series 36

R =AY

123. The east boundary of © land ceded was to begin at mid-channel of
the Yellowstone, at the NW corner of Sec. 36, T2 N, R2T7 E; then running
to the SW along the divide separating Pryor Creek from the Yellowstone and
Clarks Fork to the foot of Pryor Mountains; then due south and up the north
slope of the Pryors to a point 15 miles due north of the Montana-Wyoming
border; then due east to the mid-channel of Bighorn River; then up the mid-
channel of that river to the State boundary. 26 State.,1039-1043, C5L3.

. 124. TIbid.
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A misunderstanding developed almost immediately concerning the
residual rights of individual Indians in the area ceded to the
United States. A number of Crow, prior to the cut-off date, May 3,
had located allotments on the ceded ground for speculative purposes.
Whites interested in securing choice land crowded the line anx-
iously awaiting the rush. Indian police were detaijied by the agent
to prevent land grabs. Even so, trouble from claim jumpers tres-
passing on land held by Indians, was anticipated once the ceded
strip was declared open. 123

On October 15, 1892, President Benjamin Harrison, in accord-
ance with a request from the Crow, issued a proclamation declar-
ing the land ceded by the agreement of March 3, 1891, and not re-
served to the Indians open to settlement. As the area hiad not been
surveyed, bcomers swarmed in and took up indian as well as govern-
ment land. There were serious disputes, and tempers soared. A
Crow residing on his allotment was shot to death by a boomer.

When the white was tried, he was freed by a jury of his peers,
although the evidence demonstrated that he was the aggressor and
the Indian was merely defending his property.

To bring harmony to the ares, the ceded region was surveyed
by the government, the Indian allotments identified, and the
agent's jurisdiction determined. 126

Although the most beneficial articles in the Agreement of March
3, 1891, from the Crow viewpoint dealt with irrigation, the pur-
chase of beef cattle, and the erection of a gristmill, they also
found other provisions useful. In 1894 sub-issue stations were
erected at St. Xavier and Pryor Creek. At each, there were built
n"substantial residences" for the boss farmer, a storehouse, and
a slaughterhouse.l27 The agency sawmill was employed to saw lum-
ber for home improvements. The Crow were pleased with the results
and assisted in getting out logs and hauling lumber. 128

125 .. Wyman to Commissioner, Ocb. 22, 1891, House Executive Documents,
504 Congress, 1lst Session, Series 2934, p. 270.

126 Wyman to Commissioner, Aug. 15, 1893, House Executive Documents,
53d Congress, 2d Session, Series 3210, ». 179. The comaissioner had
requested that the agreement of March 3, 1891, be modified to allow the
ceded portion of the reserve to be cpened tc settlement at the "earliest

practicable moment."

- memmemommomo= = oy

127- Watson to Cormissioner, Nov. 2, 1897, House Erecutive Documents,
55th Congress, 2d Session, Series 36k1, »p. 165.

128. Wyman to Commissicner, Aug. 1
2

1893, House Executive Documents,
53d Congress, 2d Session, Series 32 9]

. 179,
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Although not directly related to the Agreement of March 3, 1891,
a windfall for further home improvements was received by the Crow
in 1903. In that year the buildings at abandoned Fort Custer, hav-
ing been declared surplus, were turned over by the War Department
to the Secretary of the Interior. Orders were issued for the a-
gent to have them torn down, the material salvaged, and issued to
the Crow. Agent S. G. Reynolds was selective in carrying out this
program. In 1903 only substandard structures were razed, and the
lumber used by the Indians to build sheds and barns. The Crow,
however, preferred log houses, and during the year many of them
went to the mountains and got out logs to build comfortable dwell-
ings on their new allotments,

A much larger number of buildings were taken down in 1904, and
the demolition of the post nearly completed. The Crow were pro-
vided with "a well azssorted collection of building materials."

2. The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Comes to the Reservation

On August 2, 1890, in accordance with instructions from the
Commissioner, Agent Wyman called a council for the purpose of
granting permission for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad
to run a preliminary survey across the reservation. The Crow ob-
jected to the suwvey, as "they did not want any more stakes set
in their ground." With the Northern Pacific and Great Northern
in operation and the Milwaukee bein% surveyed, the Crow did not
look with favor on more railroads. %Y

Three years later, the Crow, having been prodded by the govern-
ment, again met with representatives of the CR § § and agreed to
permit the railroad to build on reservation land. Damages for
crossing tribal land were adjusted by the council. The Crow, how-
ever, insisted that the right-of-way be fenced, and that the rail-
roaders settle directly with owners of allotted land!3!  After
the railroad had secured a right-of-way, construction crews moved
in. The valley of the Little Bighorn and the rolling hills be-

- tween the Bighorn crossing and the mouth of Pryor Creek afforded

few engineering problems. Work proceeded according to schedule,
and by August 1894 the track was in operation to Crow Agency, and

130 Wyman te Commissio
51st Congress, 2d Session, Series 2841, p. 118&.

131 Wyman to C . 15
534 Congress, 2d Sessicrn, Series 3210, p.

129- Reynolds to Commissicner, Oct. 7, 1903, and Sept. 6, 190k, House
Executive Documents, 58th Congress, 24 Session, Series L4558, p. 191;
and 58th Congress, 3d Session,

Series L798, p. 226,

&

b,

oner, Sept. 4, 1890, House Frecutive Documents,

, 1893, House Executive Documents,

5
.
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before the end of the year the railroad was open to its northern
terminus on the Northern Pacific.

The completion of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy across the
reservation was a terrible blow to the large number of Crow en-
gaged in freighting. As early as 1880 the Crow had entered this
trade, and by 1886 they were so well established that they hauled
all government stores from Custer City on the Northern Pacific to
the agency, as well as a large percentage of those ordered by the
post traders. If they had possessed the necessary wagens and draft
horses, Agent Williamson had written, he could start 200 teams on
short notice. What was more important, they took great pride in
their work, and there were those who maintained that they delivered
goods in better condition than white freighters.l”

Money earned by the Crow in the freighting trace, along with
that paid to those working for hay and wood contractors and as
cowboys, enabled many of the tribe to progress economically. With
the coming of the railroad most of the fgeighters took their teams
and went to work on the Bighorn Ditch. L3n

3. The Agreement of April 27, 1904

In 1900 the tribal council entered into an agreement with the
United States Commission for the sale to the government of about
1,150,000 acres off the northern end of the reservation. The Crow,
in making this decision, were told that this part of the reserve
was surplus to their needs, as the 2,270,000 acres remaining would
provide 1,500 acres for each man, woman and child. They were as-
sured that money received by the tribe for this land would be put
to good use.?

The agreement was not ratified by Congress until April 27, 1904.
It provided that proceeds from the sale of the ceded land were to
be credited to the Crow to be expended on the irrigation districts,
. for the purchase of cattle, sheep, and fencing, and for the erection
of schools, hospitals, etc. One hundred thousand dollars were to

132. Watson to Commissiocner, Aug. 25, 189k, House Executive Documents,
533 Congress, 3d Session, Series 3306, p. 167.

133. Williemson to Commissioner, Sept. 15, 1886, House Executive Docu-
ments, LOth Congress, 24 Session, Series 2467, p. 392.

134. Watson to Commissioner, Aug. 25, 189h2 House Executive Documents,
53d Congress, 3d Session, Series 3306, p. 167.

135- Edwards to Commissioner, Aug. 27, 1900, House Executive Documente,
56th Congress, 2d Session, Series 4101, p. 268,
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be placed to the credit of the Crow at four percent interest, to
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior
for maintenance of the irrigation system for 15 years, after which
the principle and interest could be disposed of as the Indians
wished, provided they first secured the approval of the Secretary.
Members of the tribe holding allotments on the ceded land could re-
main and secure patents, or they could sell their real estate and
remove to the reduced reservation,l3®

The opening of the ceded land to settlement by whites again
caused problems in law enforcement. Whiskey shops sprang up near
the new line, and were patronized by a number of Crow. The Indian
police, whose strength was increased on January 1, 1906, were able
to exercise increased vigilance and a number of arrests of indi-
viduals attempting to smuggle liquor onto the reservation curbed
this illicit traffic.?%”

I. The Crow Turn the Corner

An accurate census was finally made of the Crow in June 1887 by
M. L. Blake and T. Stewart. Thelr count listed 2,456 Indians, a
considerable reduction from the figures previously submitted. In
the future there would be little trouble keeping an accurate record,
as the reservation was now divided into agricultural districts, each
in the charge of a boss farmer, who was instructed to keep a tally of
births and deaths. This census would serve as a guide in making al-
lotments to the Crow in severalty, thus removing all difficulty in
oitalnlnglggc name of each Indian and the English interpretation of
the same

By 1888 the Crow population, because of a high death rate, had
fallen to 2,300. Agent Briscoe blamed this on hereditary diseases

136 33 Stats., pp. 352-362, ¢ 1674. The boundary of the land ceded
began at the northeast corner of the reservation; then south to a point
due east of the northeast corner of the abandoned Fort Custer Military
Reservation; then due west to the northwest corner of the abandoned mili-
tary reservation; then due west to the intersection of the line between
Sections 10 and 11, Township 2 South, Range 28 East;, then due north to
the intersecticn of the Montana base line; then due west to the inter-
section of the western boundary of the Crow Reservetion; snd then north-
east to the point of beginning.

137. Reynolds to Commissioner, Aug. 27, 1906, House Executive Docu-
ments, 59th Congress, lst Session, Series 2542, p. 215.

.oner, Aug. 31, 1887, House Executive Docu-

138. Williamson to Ccommigsi
ession Series 2542, p. 215.

ments, 50th Congress, lst
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and the abrupt change from a nomadic life and an all-meat diet fo
living in cabins and "an almost vegetable diet."

The number of Crow had declined to 2,202 by 1892,1%0 and to 2,126
in 1894. 1In 1897 the census showed 2,139 Crow, an increase of four
over the previous year. The population had now shown an increase in
three successive years, whereas formerly there had always been a de-
crease. To the agent this demonstrated that his charges had '"become
used to and had adapted to the conditions of civilized life, and that
they were settling down to the kind of 1ife which must have been ex-
tremely trying to them in a savage condition." 141

In March 1900 there was a smallpox scare. The Indians obeyed the
instructions of the resident physician and the dread disease was con-
trolled, but only after 19 Indians and five whites were stricken.

The Crow population continued to increase very slowly in the years
between 1900 ana 1907.

J. Comments and Recommendations

The years from 1868 to 1907 were critical in Crow history. From
the Treaty of Fort Laramie until the defeat of the Sioux and Chey-
enne in 1876-1877, the outnumbered Crow were hard-pressed by thelr

hereditary enemies. On several occasions they were compelled to with-

draw north of the Yellowstone into the valley of the Musselshell to
escape the onslaughts of the well-armed Sioux. To add to the Crow
problems, they were divided into two bands--the Mountain and the

River Crow.

Within seven years of the defeat of the Sloux by the United States
Army, the Crow were confronted by a worse crisis, as the vast reser-
vation buffalo herds were hounded toward extinctiom. By 1883 the
herds had been destroyed, and the Crow, if they were To survive, had
to abandon their life as hunters and become farmers and stockmen.
Since the establishment of the Fort Parker Agency, the Office of In-
dian Affairs had endeavored, without much success, to interest the
nomadic Crow into settling down and becoming cultivators of the land.

139. Briscoe to Commissioner, Aug. 15, 1888, found in House Executive
Documents, 50th Congress, 2d Session, Series 2637, p. 153.

140. Wyman to Commissioner, Aug. 22, 1892, found in House Executive
Documents, 524 Congress, 2d Session, Series 3038, p. 284,

141. Watson to Commissioner, Nov. 2, 1897, found in House Executive
Documents, S55th Congress, 2d Session, Series 36L1, p. 163.

sioner, Aug. 27, 1900, found in House Exrecutive

142 Rawards to Commis ‘5
200,

Documents, 56th Congress, 2d Session, Series Liol, p.
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Without irrigation, farming in eastern Montana is a risky undertak-
ing, because of the short growing season, lack of rainfall, the sav-
age late summer hailstorms, and the periodic invasions by grasshop-
pers and mormon crickets. Thus the attempts by the agents and their
employees to develop successful farms at Fort Parker and the Rose-
bud Agency were doomed to failure, even if the Crow had been willing
to abandon the chase before the extermination of the bison.

After the removal of the agency to the Little Bighorn in 1884, and
in the years following the ratification of the Agreement of March 3,
1891, which budgeted large sums for irrigation projects, many Crow
acquired skills that were to make them successful farmers. Other
Crow during the 1890s became ranchers and skilled construction hands.
The allotment system permitted them to acquire land in severalty. By
1906 the Crow had become self-sufficient. No longer were they on
the dole, and dependent on the government for rations. In one gen-
eration the tribe had leaped from the 18th into the 20th century.
Such a transition was not easy, and on one occasion passions flared
and fighting erupted. The dynamic story of this vital and important
phase of Crow history will thrill the visitor, and should be inter-
preted both on-site and in the Visitor Center.

On-site interpretation should be undertaken at the Head Gate and
along the Bighorn Ditch, at Chain Canyon, on the Pryor Mountain Wild
Horse Range, on the Crow Cattle Range, and near St. Xavier. Themes
and events to be interpreted at each of these sites are:

1. Head Gate and the Bighorn Ditch

At the Head CGate, which will be entered on the list of Classi-
fied Structures, will be interpreted the story of the introduction
and development of irrigated farming on the Crow Reservation. The
Bighorn Ditch, at the time of its construction, was a major under-
taking, and was intimately associated with the Crow. Except for
the project engineer and several of his assistants, the labor force
was Indian. Many human interest stories, certain to appeal to the

" visitor, can be associated with the construction of the Bighorn
Ditch. A Historic Structures Report will be required for the Head
Gate and the Bighorn Ditch.

2. Chain Canyon

Here at one of the few entrances to Garvin Basin will be in-
terpreted the story of rustiing on the reservation. Most visitors
will find the story of the Garvin-Lee hideout and rustling acti-
vities of great human interest.
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3. Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range

Horses were the key to the way of life of the Crow and other
plains Indians from the mid-18th century until the virtual exter-
mination of the buffalo. At the end of the 19th century, there
were an estimated 40,000 wild horses on the Crow reservation. By
the 1960s only a few survived as a physical reminder to the Ameri -
can people of a vanished way of life. On September 12, 1968, Sec-
retary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall, taking cognizance of a
drive spearheaded by the Lovell, Wyoming, Chamber of Commerce which
had aroused national interest, set aside 31,000 acres of land on
the Montana-Wyoming border as a Wild Horse and Wildlife Refuge.
Steps should be taken by the Service to interpret to the Visitor
on the Wild Horse Range the story of the Crow Indian, his pony,
and his environment.

4. Crow Cattle Range

At a point between St. Xavier and Fort C. F. Smith, the Ser-
vice should interpret the story of the Crow as cattlemen. It was
in the area bounded on the west by the Bighorn River, on the east
by Rotten Grass, and on the south by the mountains, that the Crow
had their cattle range.

5. St. Xavier as a Mission School and Sub-depot cf Issue

At St. Xavier in 1887 the Jesuits established a mission school.
The school is still in operation, and two of the original build-
ings are extant. Ten years later, a sub-depot of issue was estab-
lished, and the two-story storehouse still stands. While these
structures are not within the boundary of the National Recreation
Area, the Service should, through use of roadside markers, call
attention to the mission school's significance for over 75 years
in the education of the Crow children.

#REHEE BB RHEHH
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THE BIGHORN CANYON, 1880 1965

A. The Bighorn Basin and the Cattle Industry

1. The First Cattlemen

By 1879-1880 the cattle industry on the High Plains was about
ready to boom. Ten years before the first herd of cattle entered
the Bighorn Basin of Wyoming the grazing possibilities of western
Wyoming had aroused the attention of a few citizens. ''The advance
of civilization is bringing the countries of the great West into
notice, as the spread of population will scon bring them into use,"
wrote L. E. Hathaway in the Cheyernne Dally Leader in 1869:

Among the least known of all the beautiful and rich lands
waiting for our people to enter and possess . . ., is the
rich and charming valley of the Big Horn. Those that have
been there speak of it as the garden spot of all the coun-
tyy west of Missouri viver. The valley is well watered.
For a grazing country for either cattle or sheep, the Big
Horn Valley and Mountains cannot be excelled in the world.
All the sheep flocks in the world could graze winter and
summer on the slopes of these mountains.

But in the 1870s there were better ranges in Wyoming than the
Bighorn Basin. TIts evident advantages for cattle grazing were off-
set by adverse conditicns that delayed its preemption for ten years
after other sections of the territory had begun to receive herds.
One of the most obvious reasons for the delay in taking cattle
into the Basin was its distance from the Union Pacific Railroad.

A drive of 200 miles or more, after crossing the southern rim,
was a long one for a steer on its way to slaughter. The high
mountains all but enclosing the Basin, though not insurmountable
obstacles, were a barrier to its entrance with cattle. Thus its

geographic position-~hemmed in by mountains and removed from rail-

road connections wifh markets--was one of isolation. The Basin
had to awazit the stocking of the ranges to the south and east be-
fore it could share in the cattie boom.Z

Ranching came to the Basin between 1879 and 1884. One of the
interesting aspects of this development was the speed with which
remote regions were stocked, once the first herd had entered. In
1878 not a single herd of cattle could be found in the entire Big-

L. E. Hatheway, Cheyenne Daily Leader, Dec. 28, 1869. The north-

ern part of the Bighorn Basin is located in the Bighorn Canyon National
Recreation Area.
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horn Basin. The ranges lying along the upper waters in the west-
ern reaches of the Basin were the first to catch the eye of the

. 2
cattlemen, and the first here came from Oregon.~”

While Charles Carter, Capt. Henry Belknap, Otte Franc, Angus J.
McDonald, George W. Baxter, Col. W. D. pickett, Joseph M. Carey,
and others were stocking the western part of the Basin, still other
cattlemen were placing herds on the ranges in the eastern part.
The process was simultaneous. There was a rush for choice graz-
ing land. In 1880 Henry C. Lovell, a native of Michigan, placed
two large herds on the west side of the Bighorn River, establish-
ing a ranch a few miles above the mouth of Nowood Creek. This be-
came Lovell's Home Ranch., Two years later, he trailed in three
more herds, aggregating 12,000 head, from Oregon. He was reported
to have had 25,000 head of cattle on the range in 1883. The pre-
vious year he had established a second ranch on Shell Creek, at
the mouth of Trapper Creek. In 1883 he selected a third ranch
site at Five Springs, on the Bighorn, opposite the site of Kane.
This soon became the center of his cattle operations, and was
known by his brand as the ML spread. The ML was the largest
cattle ranch in the eastern part of the Basin."

2. The Acquisition of Land

While Lovell was native-born, the number of foreigners invest-
ing in cattle in the Bighorn Basin was conspicuous. The British
headed the list. Five of the larger outfits represented British
capital, and frequently the owners, after a short period, returned
to the British Isles. Two Frenchmen ran cattle in the Basin, while

Otto Franc was a German. >

Alien ownership of cattle ranges did not pass unchallenged.
It was reported to the 48th Congress that by the summer of 1884,
32 alien firms and individuals, most British, had acquired title
to or otherwise held 20,941,666 acres of land in the High Plains.
Representative William C. Oates of Alabama invited the attention

" of Congress to this situation and introduced "A bill to prohibit

aliens and foreigners from acquiring title or owning lands within
the United States of America." This legislation did not pass,
but was an indication of the temper of the times.®

Sept.
files

Ibid., p. 98.

Bighorn County Rustler, Dec. 16, 1910, Northern Wyoming Herald,
21, 1921; Willerd T. Lovell, "Henry Clay Lovell," unpublished M5,
Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area.
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Most of the cattlemen, both citizens and aliens, knew how to
take advantage of the United States Land Laws. The Public Land
Commissioner reported in 1880 that it was possible under the vari-
ous settlement laws for an individual to acquire title to 1,120
acres of land, "though' the theory of the settlement laws is that
a unit of 160 acres of land is sufficient for one person.7 The
first report from the Commissioner of the General Land Office,
after the passage of the Desert Land Act in 1877, pointed out that
it was absurd to reguire the irrigation of all of a tract of 640
acres, and that a "strict interpretation of this law would defeat
its operation."® The practice, initiated by the Commissioner in
1877, of condemning the land laws and advocating amendments to
them was continued year after year. He complained in 1882 that
entire regions had been monopolized by persons who caused entries
to be made fraudulentiy by their agents and employees.q The re-
peal of the Preemption and Timber-Culture laws was urged in 1884,
as a means of reducing fraud. Nothing was accomplished, and when
William A. J. Sparks assumed office in 1885 he found the public
land situation in a deplorable state.!? "In many sections of
the country," he cemplained, 'notably throughout the regions
dominated by cattie-raising interests--the vast area lying west
of the ninety-ninth meridian--examinations, wherever made, had
developed . . . that entries were chiefly fictitious.'!!

Entries under the Desert Land Act were frequently made on
lands that were not desert in character; title under the law had
been secured to lands that could never be reclaimed. A cattle-
man, who wished to increase his range, but who had utilized all
his land rights, cculd have his agents secure title to large
tracts, and then secure their rights. Squads of cowboys would
frequently appear at one of the land offices to make final proof
on land which they openly avowed was for their employer. One
man took a homestead, induced eight others to act as his agents,

.

7.
9.

8.

House Frecutive Documents, LAth Congress, 2d Session, Series 1923,

Annual Report of the Commissicner of the General Land Office, 1877,
i

p. 34y B. H. Hibbsrd, History of Public Land Policies (New York, 1924).

9.

10- Tbid., 188k, pp. 5-7. Under

Ibid., 1882, p. 1zZ.
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each securing title to a desert claim, secured two tracts with
soldiers' script, and finally made a personal desert entry. When
all transactions were completed he had 5,000 acres of land in his
own name. It was reported that the greater portion of fraudulent
entries in Wyoming had been made 'under the desert land act in the
interest of cattlemen or ditch companies.'!?

Commissioner Sparks caused a storm of protest, when in April
1885, he suspended final action on all entries to investigate
frauds. This action, though criticised by one of his successors
as an attempted nullification of the land laws," resulted in re-
ducing frauds in the Bighorn Basin and elsewhere.? The receiver
at the Buffalo Land Office reported in 1888 that attempts to ac-
quire land titles fraudulently were being curbed. The Cheyenne
office listed similar results for the fiscal year. Commissioner
Sparks' campaign to scrutinize entries resulted in 350,000 acres
of Wyoming land, taken up under the Desert Land Act, being re-
stored to the United States.l!®

During the same years that the General Land Office was report-
ing to the Secretary of the Interior, "much fraud under the shield
of pre-emption, homestead, and timber acts,”15Governor William Hale
of Wyoming Territory was writing the same official:

The greatest source of encouragement to men of moderate
means desiring to engage in cattle-raising in Wyoming
arises from that feature of the policy of the United
States Government by which it encourages its citizens
to acquire title to public lands. 1In Wyoming by fulfill-
ing the requirements of the land laws, a male citizen may
take up the following number of acres:
acres

Under the homestead act 160

Under the pre—-emption act 160

Under the timber—culture act 160

Under the desert act 640

Total 1,120

1885, p. h49.

12.

Tbid., 1886, pp. 69, 873 Fletcher, "The End of the Open Range in

Eastern Montana," The Montana Past, p. 1L8.

13-
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15.
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A difference of opinion as to the purpcse and policy of the
Federal Government, between the General Land Office and the ter-
ritorial governor, is apparent. There was little question as to
which side the Bighorn Basin stockgrower was on.l1°

The large cattle outfits that pioneered ranching on the High
Plains, however, did not desire to own great quantities of land.
Their mode of operation was to acquire in fee limited acreage at
key positions--the ranch headquarters, waterholes, fords, and
passes; and then run their stock on the public domain or land
leased from the Indians. It was seldom that sod was broken, and
grain, vegetables, and even dairy products for use at the ranch
had to be purchased and hauled considerable distances. The lim-
ited acreage put under fence and cultivated was used to raise hay
for the horses.

3. Regulating the Industry

The problem of acquiring land was only one of many faced by
cattlemen, and this the United States Government, by 1ts laxed
laws, helped to sclve. But as the range industry expanded, meth-

ods of operations underwent a change, and other difficulties arose,

the solution of which the cattlemen had to find. By the time the
Bighorn Basin was stocked, Texas and Oregon had ceased to be re-

garded as the exclusive breeding grounds, and there were thousands
of cows. Profits from the range industry now came from the natural
increase and were more important than those that came from maturing

and fattening Texas steers.!’

Expansion of the range cattle industry increased difficulties.
Never before on the northern plains had property representing so
much invested capital been turned cut to graze at large. The
boast that a steer could take care of himself was soon found to
be an exaggeration. The practice of breeding on the open ranges
opened new vistas for foot-lovse cowboys to appropriate the in-
crease and start herds of their own. Rustling in Wyoming had

 been known almost from the first, and it was next to impossible

to secure arrests and convictions. It was this situation that
brought about the organization in 1873 of the Wyoming Stock Grow-
ers Association.

The Association fixed the general policy of the open range in-
dustry in Wyoming. It formulated rules which were made into laws

n - . . . X
le- "Rept. of +the Governor of Wyoming Made to the Secretary of the
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by the legislature, apprehended and prosecuted rustlers, policed
round-ups, and scrutinized and regulated all phases of range life.
For the benevolent protection of its members' property, valued in
1887 at $100,000,000, it budgeted $50,000 in a single year, 19

During the early history of the open range industry in Wyoming
diligent efforts were made to solve the problem of cattle theft.
In the fall of 1875 the governor recommended that the legislature
pass a law requiring a bill of sale to accompany all stock sales.
In complying with this recommendation, the legislature hegan the
formulation of a legal system, regulating the range cattle indus-
try, that was to become extremely complex. It was made unlawful
either to sell or buy stock without giving or receiving a bill
of sale.20 People engaged in slaughtering were required to keep
a record of all animals killed and of individuals from whom they
were purchased.z1 Every person having livestock was required to
have a brand recorded by the county clerk,?? and it was made un-
lawful to use it on neat cattle, between February 15 and the be-
ginning of the spring round~ups.23 Heavy penalties were attached
to altering brands2%and large rewards offered for the apprehension
of rustlers.25 Butchers were required to display hides for in-
spection for a period of seven dags;z6 occasionally they had to
keep hides in sight for 20 days.2’ Laws were passed providing for
the disposition of mavericks, defined as ''meat cattle, regardless
of age, found wandering at large in this territory without a mother,
and upon which there is no brand . . . regardless of any ear mark
or wattle which may be upon them."28 The mavericks were to be
sold by the round-up foreman, singly or in lots to the highest
bidder, the transaction to be recorded, and the proceeds to be
forwarded to the secretary of the Wyoming Stock Growers Associa-
tion. The foreman was to receive ten percent of the proceeds of
the sales for conducting them, and to post a bond of $3,000. He
was to brand the maverick with the brand of the purchaser, at the
same time glacing the Association brand, M, on the left side of
the neck.?

19

tive Documents, 48th Congress, 24 Session, Series 230k, p. 26.
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4. Round-Ups and Shipping

Round-up practices in the Bighorn Basin followed the guidelines
laid down in the rules of the Association. While the principal
herds of one brand were usually found in an accustomed locality,
small bunches were always wandering off, to mix with herds of
another brand on another range. As the number of livestock in-
creased, this problem became acute. On one range might be found
a dozen or more brands. If each owner rounded-up his cattle and
branded his calves at a different time, it meant that the stock
would have little chance to rest and graze. It also afforded
early branders a chance to pick up mavericks. A general round-
up, conducted in accordance with well-defined rules, was the pol-
icy in the Bighorn Basin.

May 10 was the date set by the Association for beginning the
spring round-up. The first round-up conducted in the Basin un-
der Association rules was in 1881. The larger outfits ran any-
where from two to six round-up wagons, each taking a different
section of the range. To illustrate the operation, the Pitch-
fork (Otto Franc's spread) sent the wagon on his lower range
across the Shoshone (Stinking Water) to brand cattle as far north
and east as Pryor Gap before it completed its circuit. Ranges
in that area were claimed by William A. Morris, a small cattle-
man with a range on Sage Creek. Strange as it seems there never
developed any range controversy between Morris and Franc. In the
course of such a circuit, a wagon of one of the larger spreads
might travel as many as 500 miles in a season, branding cattle
on several ranges.3O

To add to the effectiveness of the general round-ups, and to
their greater significance, a system of brand representation was
evolved. Each owner would designate one or more of his represen-
tatives to ride with the round-up outfits of every other spread,
upon whose range his cattle might reasonably be expected to appear.
The '"Reps,' as they were called, were to protect the interests of

- their employers whenever they were threatened. 3!

Prior to the completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad to
Coulson, all cattle that found their way from the Bighorn Basin
to eastern markets were trailed south to the Union Pacific. This
worked a hardship on the stockmen, especially those whose ranges
were in the northern and western parts of the Basin. With the
completion of the Northern Pacific in 1883, a shipping point was
located to the north. The first shipment from the Basin over the

30-
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Northern Pacific was made by Henxy C. Lovell that autumn. He
rounded up 3,200 head of two- and three-year old steers and trail-
ed them across the Crow Reservation to Custer Junction. There
they were allowed to graze for a time and add flesh. The last

of September a thousand of the fattest were cut out, loaded on

the cars, and shipped east. The next month another thousand were
shipped, and by November the rest were loaded into cattle-cars.
Lovell is rerrted to have received $45 a head on the cars for

Custer Junction, Huntley, and Billings after 1883 were the
shipping points for all cattle moving out of the northern por-
tion of the Basin. D. Leubrie of Chicago built stockyards in
Billings soon after the completion of the railroad, and herds
from the western Basin were loaded there.3’ It was not uncom-
mon to place a herd from the Basin within an easy drive of the
Northern Pacific at some time prior to the date of shipwent. It
was a long trail to the railroad from any range south of the Pryor
and Bighorn Mountains, and the opportunity of letting a herd put
on flesh before loading was taken advantage of whenever possible.
Some owners secured range rights in Montana and grazed their
steers on the range near the railroad for several months before
a shipment was made. Otto Franc leased range on the Crow Reser-
vation and placed his yearlings, spayed heifers, and old cows
there, using this herd as the source of his shipping stock, 3"

As soon as cattle shipments began to move out of the terri-
tory, the Association took the situation in hand, and they were
inspected both at shipping points and at destinations. In 1888
a law was passed creating the Wyoming Livestock Commission, to
undertake the work of inspection. It secured its operating funds

Detective work on the range, ancther phase of the Association's
activity, was closely allied to that of inspection. Detectives
were employed and placed in every corner of the range.

~ The complacency with which the Bighorn Basin ranchers operated
their businesses on the open range received a terrible blow in
the winter of 1886-1887. The early months of the winter of 1884-
85 had brought low temperatures and blizzards, but as the New
Year approached, rumors of losses on the northern ranges were

374
his steers.3?
principally from the sale of mavericks.
5. The Winter of 1886-1887
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denied.35 The experiences of the following winter failed to damp-
en the optimism of the Basin operator, and the fall round-ups of
1886 were concluded without difficulty., A blizzard now roared

in with such force that winter range riding had to be abandoned.
Wagons that normalily were on the range until Christmas never left
the ranches. Temperatures remained below zero for days. Cattle
accustomed to cut-banks and cottonwood breaks for protection found
insufficient winter shelter and forage. Toward spring the weather
appeared to moderate, but another blizzard swept the region.

The disastrous winter of 1886-1887 was a body blow to the range
industry. Granville Stuart reported that in January, ''the ther-
mometer dropped to 22 degrees below zero, then 27 degrees, then
30 degrees, and on the night of January 15 it stood at 46 degrees
below zero.. . . It was as though the Arctic regions had pushed
down and enveloped us."3® Some Montana ranchers reported their
losses reached 90 and 95 percent, while the spring crop of calves
in certain counties was said to be only one-third of what it had
been in 1885.37

The winter losses in the Bighorn Basin were unprecedented.
Lovell estimated that one-half his herd died of exposure and
starvation. Another outfit whose identity is not disclosed
shrunk in valuation in two vears from $250,000 to $75,000.38
A band of Crow Indians, who were camped on Shell Creek, had
few ponies left by spring when they returned to the reservation,

But one winter with reverses such as were experienced in 1886-
1887 could not in itself dispose of the cattle barons. Indeed,
the herds in the Basin, with but few exceptions, rehabilitated
themselves. The early 1890s saw more cattle there than the 1880s.
There was a tendency, too, to improve the quality of the herd.
Lovell, for example, purchased a few choice Hereford bulls. He
was willing to pay as much as $450 apiece for them. He also
bought some fine Hereford heifers at $300 each. These were the

first high-grade cattle to appear on the Basin range.3®

pp. 123-12k.
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6. The Decline of the Open Range Cattle Industry

But even as the Basin operators were improving their stock and
putting more acres into hay against the next "bad winter," other
factors were at work, which in the end were destined to drive them
out of business, or to completely change their mode of operations.

These were the Granger farmers, the sheepmen, and declining prices.

As early as 1868 a small agricultural community had settled on the
tributaries of the upper Wind River. This agricultural community
was in itself insignificant but it was an cminous sign. To the
east of the Bighorn Mountains, along the old Bozeman Trail, was
land the agricultural possibilities of which could not be long ig-
nored, By the late 1870s settlements had been made in Johnson and
Sheridan Counties, east of the Bighorns.

Lands along the smaller streams west of the Bighorns were just
as attractive. A man with little capital cculd construct irriga-
tion ditches adequate to their reclaiming. By 1883 a few settlers
with "small herds" of cattie had taken up land along the upper
Greybull and Wood rivers. This was just the vanguard. By 1893
it was apparent that a clash between the newcomers and the cattle

barons was unavoidable. The cattlemen saw fences lining the creeks.

He saw his accustomed range invaded by small bands of cattle, for
the Granger farmers in the Basin were alsc cattle owners.

In the midst of a crowded range, and in the face of mounting
pressure from the farmers, the cattlemen were confronted by an
invasion of sheep. The Basin was a range in many ways better
adapted to sheep than cattle. Wide areas were covered with the
salt sage that sheep could forage on throughout the winter and
remain in good flesh. Cattle avoided the salt sage unless faced
with starvation. 'Ours used to be a great cattle country,' Otto
Franc remarked in 1900, 'but it is mostly sheep now, and they are
driving the cattle out, I used to run 20,000 cattle on my range;

now I keep 1,200."%!

Charlie Worland was the first sheepman in the Bighorn Basin,
but few of his band survived the rigors of the winter of 1886-
1887. The next year T. N. Howell came in from California. He
selected a site for his sheep ranch on the Shoshone, and in 1888
trailed in sheep from Oregon. In the early years, Howell took

40.
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his sheep into Montana to lamb and shear, to avoid freighting the
wool. He was followed by other sheepmen."?

The invasion of the sheepmen resulted in bad relations between
them and the cattlemen. Little blood, however, was shed before
1900, and by that year the cattle barons had passed from the scene.
The new cattleman was the Granger farmer, who had curtailed his
agricultural ambitions to expand into the cattle business.'?

As if coping with an onslaught from Grangers and sheepmen were
not problems enough, the cattle barons were now confronted by a
pronounced slump in the market price of their product. Following
the winter of 1886-1887 large numbers of cattle glutted the mar-
ket, and the price of beef dropped to a ruinously low price. A
partial recovery by the market in 1888 proved temporary, and in
the 1890s the price paid for beef inched steadily downward.

In the 1890s, the Basin cattle herds increased in numbers but
decreased in size. Owners depended more and more upon winter feed-
ing, and less and less upon the open range. In the decade 1886
to 1896, the number of cattle in Wyoming decreased from 900,000
to 300,000 and the valuation shrunk from $14,651, 125 to $3,732,
558.%% By 1897 there were more sheep in the Bighorn Basin than
there were cattle. Two years later, as indicated by figures an-
nounced by the Union Pacific Railroad, there were only 21,810
catt&g in the Basin, while the number of sheep had reached 387,
014.

7. Range Wars

While the cattleman was conscious of the ruinous market condi-
tion, he seemed to be unaware of the cause. The Grangers com-
plained bitterly that the country was controlled by the cattle
barons, and that the big herds magically absorbed his own small
bands; that the round-up outfits put their employers' brands on
his few calves, and finally that he was discouraged and intimi-

" dated when he took up land.“®
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This ill-feeling led to the Johnson County War in 1892, In
the fall of that year, while arrangements were being made to pro-
secute the cattlemen accused of the murder of the two alleged
rustlers which had precipitated the range war east of the Big-
horns, there was trouble in the Basin. During the influx of set-
tlers into the Shell and Nowood country, two young men, Dab Burch
and Jack Bedford, entered on a small place east of the Bighorn.
When not engaged on their own ranches, they worked for the cattle
companies. Many of the settlers followed this practice, and they
soon acquired a small herd of cattle. Their names were soon 4s50-
ciated with gangs of rustlers said to be operating in the eastern
basin. By the fall of 1892 the cattlemen claimed that Burch and
Bedford were the ring leaders.

There were mysterious meetings between Lovell and Franc and
other cattiemen. When the fzll round-up was under way, warrants
were served on Burch and Redford, and they were taken to Ronanza
for a hearing. There it was decided to take the two accused rus-
tlers to Buffalo for trial. They were strapped on their horses
and placed in charge of John T. Wickham and Joe Rogers, the lat-
ter having, through a profession of friendship and a promise of

safe conduct, secured Bedford's pistols when the arvests were made.

The two prisoners and their guards started across the Bighorns
to Buffalo. A few hours later Wickham and Rogers returned with
the startling word that they had been surprised and the priscners
taken from them. A search party rode out and found the bullet-
torn bodies of Burch and Bedford in the underbrush, a little dis-

tance off the trail.“’

At the time of these murders, Lovell and Franc were with their
round-up outfits near Pryor Gap. John W. Deane, who was with
Franc's outfit, subsequently told that there was extreme nervous-
ness in camp, as though an attack were expected. Franc was said
to have had 5,000 rounds of ammunition in the bed of the chuck
wagon. Charges were preferred against Wickham and Rogers but no

“convictions were secured."®

The ML Spread *

1. General Background

Located within the Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area is
the Five Springs site, where in 1883 Henry Clay Lovell established
the ranch destined to become the headquarters of the ML spread,

* gee National Register forms, p. 561.

u7.

48.

Lindsey, Bighcrn Basin, pp. 154-155.
Ibid., pp. 155-156.
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probably the largest cattle ranch in the eastern Bighorn Basin.
Lovell was born near Battle Creek, Michigan, in 1838, and when
about 14 years old he left home and worked his way to the south-
west. His son, Willard, recalled:

The first of his activities of which I know, was his en-
gagement as the "Conductor" of a Government Mail Train,
which actually operated wagons from Fort Dodge, Kansas,
to the City of Mexice. It was a self-sustaining outfit,
and was subject to attack by Indians and outlaws, and

my father carried three bullet wounds and one knife wound
which he told me he had acquired during this work.

He entered the cattle business in north Texas, the Indian Ter-
ritory, and Kansas. There he met Anthony L. Mason of Kansas City,
Missouri. Mason had the money and Lovell the know-how, so they
formed a partnership to ‘trail cattle into Wyoming and Montana.

In 1880 Lovell entered the Basin with two large herds of cattle
from southern Kansas, and located on the west side of the Big-
horn River, about three miles above the mouth of Nowood Creek.
Two years later, Lovell trailed in from Oregon 12,000 head. He
and his partner now were running almost 25,000 cattle. They now
established & second ranch on Shell Creek, at the mouth of Trap-
per Creek. Lovell and Mason, in 1883, tock up land at Five Springs,
and the next year removed the home ranch above Nowood Creek to
this site. This brought them nearer to Billings, the point from
where supplies had to be freighted. The Trapper Creek ranch was
retained for wintering saddle stock."?

The ML Ranch, during the heyday of the open range, ran 25,000
cattle, which ranged from Thermopolis northward onto the Crow Re-
servation. Mason died in 1892, and the "Big Outfit' was broken
up. The cattle and horses were sold, with most of the proceeds
going to the Mason heirs. Lovell retained the deeded land and a
small number of horses. To restock the range, in 1894 or 1895 he
trailed in from eastern Washington several thousand head of cat-

- tle. With him he brought Riley Xane and Mike Rohan. The town
of Kane was named for the former. Mary Brosius, who came to the
Basin after the dissolution of the partnership, recalled one of
the ML round-ups, although

the salt sage then grew a foot high . . . the cattle stayed
fat in the 30 miles area of the ML. The 10 or 12 cowboys
with twice as many horses, the Negro cook and the camp ten-
der with his team and wagon started out at the break of

49. Willard T. Lovell, "Henry Clay Lovell," unpublished MS, files of
Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area; Big Horm County Rustler, Dec.
16, 1910; Bill Scott, Ploneers of the Big Forn (Denver, 1966), p. 1k.
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dawn. The Negro cook had a stove in his covered wagon. The
camp tender made the camp and built the fire. He would have
to see that there were red coals. An open fire wasn't used,
but Dutch ovens were imbedded in the coals. After the boys
had made camp and had dinner, they had to get out and surround
the cattle. A number of the boys, especially the night her~-
ders who worked in two shifts, had to sleep with their boots
on. They all slept in the open. The round-up would last
probably 3 weeks. Branding wasn't done in the fall. The
cattle would be wintered in the timber along the Big Horn. "

Lovell, before his death at Portland, Oregon, on March 3, 1902,
was instrumental in getting a postoffice established in the area.
When a town was laid out, it was named Lovell to honer the pioneer

cattlemen. >?

2, Comments and Recommerndations

The story of open range cattle ranching on the High Plains 1is
one that will intrigue the visitor. As the ML Ranch was typical
of the great spreads of the 1870s and 1880s, the Service posses-
ses an outstanding historical resource. These spreads had a small
tract of deeded land, on which there was good water for a head-
quarters, while the cattle were permitted to graze the open range.
From the ranch headquarters, cowboys rode out on round-ups, last-

ing for many weeks.

At the headquarters of the ML Ranch, there are four structures,
in addition to the corrals, dating to the 1880s and 1890s. One
of these structures has deteriorated to the point where it is be-
yond salvage, but if prompt action is taken, the other structures
(the large bunkhouse, and two log cabins) can be saved to be in-
terpreted to the visitor, as examples of a part of our heritage
that is no more. In July 1969, it was estimated that about $55,
000 would be required to stabilize these structures, which will
be entered on the National Register.

Before the stabilization of these ranch buildings is under-
taken, Historic Structures Reports will be programmed.

50. Interview with Mary Brosius, March 1961, files of Bighorn Canyon
National Recreation Area.

51. Lovell, "Henry Clay lLovell," unpublished Ms, files Bighorn Canyon
National Recreation Area. After Lovell's death, the ML Ranch was pur-
chased by the Yagen Brothers cf Billings.
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C. Ranching on the Crow Reservation

1. The Frank Heinrich Spread

On the Crow Reservation, during the first half of the 20th Cen-
tury, a great livestock empire was created. At its height, it
controlled more than 500,000 acres. This empire was started by
George Tschirgi. Born in Dubuque, Iowa, in 1861, to parents of
Swiss extraction, George, at the age of 21, bought a ticket on
the Northern Pacific 'to the end of the line," which was Miles
City. His first job in the Territory was with a railroad con-
struction crew, near to today's Forsyth. There he met T. R. Dana,
who operated a ranch on Dana Coulee, just east of Fort Custer.
Dana had driven a herd of cattle to the railhead.

Dana liked Tschirgi, whom he hired. Tschirgi worked for Dana
for about five months in 1882. He then quit to go trapping with
Al Gay on the headwaters of the Little Bighorn. While in that
area, he found a tract on Pass Creek, near where Parkman, Wyoming,
now stands, and homesteaded. In 1885 Tschirgi returned to Iowa
and married Maria Theresa Heinrich of Dubuque. When he returned
to his homestead, he brought with him his 16-year-old brother-in-
law, Frank Heinrich.®?

Tschirgi now became a rancher and secured leases from the Crow
to run cattle on the reservation. He called his spread the Antler
Ranch. About 1890 Tschirgi sold the Antler spread to Frank Hein-
rich. Tschirgi then moved to Dayton, Wyoming, where he operated
a store in conjunction with his ranching and farming interests.®3

Frank Heinrich by 1912 had become one of the three biggest cat-
tlemen in Big Horn Country. In that year he ran 25,000 head on
land he had leased from the Crow. His headquarters were on Rotten
Grass Creek. In 1927 the Ray-Bell Film Company sent a crew to
photograph Heinrich's round-up. Heinrich died the next year.5"

52. Matt Tschirgi, "Tschirgi Gives Historical Highlights of Early Day
Stock Business," Billings Gazette, Aug. 29, 1937; "George Tschirgi,
Pioneer Rancher Dies at Wyola," Billings Gazette, Jan, 6, 1936.

53. Tschirgi, "Tschirgi Gives Historical Highlights," Billings Gazette,
Aug. 29, 193T. George Tschirgi died in January 1936 at the home of his
son, Matt Tschirgi.

54. "Beef Round-Up Will be Filmed," Billings Gazette, June 17, 192T;
Tschirgi, "Tschirgi Gives Historical Highlights," Billings Gazette,
Aug. 29, 1937.
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2. The Rise and Fall of the Tschirgi Empire

In 1929 the "bulk of the land and Crow lease holdings," of the
Heinrich estate, including 13,000 head of cattle, were sold to E.
L. Dana of Parkman for $1,150,00C. This transaction made Dana,
the son of T. R. Dana, the biggest stockman in the northwest."’

Matt Tschirgi soon replaced Dana as the biggest stockman in
Big Horn County. At 14, young Tschirgi had gone to work riding
the range for his uncle, Frank Heinrich. Within the year Tschirgi
was buying cattle for himself. When he left his uncle to start
his own spread, he sold him 4,000 head.

In the meantime, Tschirgi had married Bertha Weidman in 1915.
He located his home ranch on the Little Bighorn ten miles south-
west of Wyola. By the 1930s the Tschirgi headquarters resembled
a small village, with homes for Matt and Bertha and their two mar-
ried children, Frank and Margaret Tschirgi and Robert and Clara
Thomas. There were houses for permanent employees, a bunkhouse,
messhall, barns, corrals, and workshops. Tschirgi also got into
the sheep business, and in 1937 he reported that he owned 1,000
acres of deeded land and leased 350,000 acres from the Crow. On
the leased range, he ran 2,000 cattle and 25,000 sheep.°®

The outbreak of World War II in 1939 and the involvement of
the United States enabled Tschirgi to expand. Another big oper-
ator had been leasing several hundred thousand acres of reserva-
tion land, but he had earned the disfavor of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. Tschirgi learned that he might be able to lease this
tract. Arrangements for loans were made, and when the Bureau told
Tschirgi the leases were his if he wanted them, he did not hesi-
tate. The war years were profitable for stockmen, and by the mid-
1950s Tschirgi controlled "in excess of 500,000 acres.'" Most of
this acreage was between the Bighorn and Little Bighorn and on
Dryhead. How much livestock did Tschirgi own? That question may
never be answered, because as one of his associates put it, "The
- banks usually owned Matt's stock, until it was marketed.' But as
Matt owned the Little Horn State Bank of Wyola, this presented no
problem. 5’

55. "Dana Leads Northwest Cattlemen," Billings Gazette, Oct. 12, 1929.
Property involved in the transaction included the Dryhead and Shively
ranches of 2,250 acres; $25,000 in wagons, harness, and round-up equip-
ment; 13,000 head of cattle at $80 per head; and the Heinrich leases.
Not included was the home ranch, 27 miles from Hardin, near St. Xavier.

56. Tschirgi, "Tschirgi Gives Historical Highlights," Billings Gazette,
Aug. 29, 1937.

57. Helen M. Peterson, "Empire-Montana Style," Billings Gazette, Oct.
20, 1965, Clipping File, Billings Public Library.

- omomow ==
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In September 1958 Matt Tschirgi sold part of his holdings to
John R. Scott § Sons, for $1,772,155.25. Three years later, on
August 18, 1961, Tschirgi died. Records at Crow Agency show that
in 1960, despite the sale to Scott & Sons, Tschirgi still control-
led 250,000 acres on the reservation.

Tragedy seemed to haunt the Tschirgis, however. In October 1962,
Frank's wife, Margaret, killed herself. Within five months after
Matt's death, one of his granddaughters Twylla Thomas, died with
a cerebral hemmorage. Matt's widow died on November 18, 1962,
and less than three weeks later her Japanese gardener, Harry Mi-
kami, died under suspicious circumstances. In March 1965 Frank
Tschirgi, was found shot to death in the home formerly occupied
by his parents. Within hours, his sister, Clara Thomas, was taken
to a hospital in Sheridan, Wyoming, with what doctors diagnosed
as an overdose of sleeping pills. She soon recovered sufficiently
to make a statement to Big Horn County Sheriff Roy Riley, in which
she said she shot her brother in self-defense. The powerful rifle
with which Frank had been killed, had been found clutched in the
deceased's hands,

As a result of this information, on June 25 Mrs. Thomas, her
husband, and 25-year-cld son were arrested and charged with first
first-degree murder. After a lengthy trial all three Thomases
were acquitted by the jury.°®

1. Dr. G. William Barry Comes to the Bighorn Country

In the last decade of the 19th century, Dr. G. William Barry,
a New York physician, chanced upon the Trail Creek Valley and liked
what he saw. He lost nc time in entering a homestead and erecting
a cabin. Material for the cabin was readily at hand, because sev-
eral years before a prospector had passed this way. He had been

" startled by a rattlesnake, which escaped into the underbrush. The

prospector set fire to the brush, in an effort to get rid of the
rattler, but the blaze got out of hand and killed all the timber
on one side of the canyon. Dr. Barry found these dead trees ideal

Dr. Barry's Virginla-born wife and her son by a previous mar-
riage, Claude St. John, now joined him. The good doctor was a
born promoter. He had observed, as others had for well over half
a century, that good colors could be found along the banks of the

D. Dude Ranching in the Area
for building his cabin and several others.
58 Tbid.
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Bighorn. In 1907 Dr. Barry headed for the Atlantic Seaboard to
raise capital to dredge for gold on his beloved river. He was a
good salesman and succeeded in prevailing on two officials of Uni-
ted States Steel to invest $50,000 in his scheme. The money was
used to purchase a steam dredge and mechanical rocker. To reach
Barry's the heavy equipment was shipped by rail to Pryor, then
hauled the rest of the way in wagons. Although placer gold was
recovered, it was in quantities too small to pay for the up-Kkeep
and operation of the equipment . >”

2. The Cedarvale Dude Ranch ™

Dr. Barry was an eternal optimist. Undaunted by his failure
to find gold in paying quantities, he turned his homestead into
a dude ranch, while breeding English Hackneys. To advertise the
wonders of his ranch, which he named Cedarvale, Barry circulated
brochures, while his lodge was promoted in a vacation guide pub-
lished by the Chicago, Burlington § Quincy Railroad.

Cedarvale was described by the railroad booklet as "a new re-
sort noted for its cleanliness and bounteous meals." It offered
guests motorbeat trips in Bighorn Canyon, horseback riding, fish-
ing, and camping at a monthly rate of $100 per person, with half
fare for children,

The Barry brochure explained that guests had their choice of
housing. They could be put up in either the postoffice; in port-
able houses, equipped with electricity; or in tents, at varying
rates. The fee included use of the Hackneys. The pleasures of
camping trips into the Pryor Mountains were extolled. It was
noted that both fishing and hunting were exceptional. He empha-
sized that all guests could expect "fine treatment,' with ''special
care and attention" for unescorted ladies. Parents were invited
to send their children to Cedarvale, where there were 'mo bad in-
fluences or acquaintances,' and he would see that they were in-
structed as to the "rules of daily life, study, etc." The moral
climate of the ranch was described as ''high' and it would be
maintained. 89
* gee National Register forms, p. 575.

59. Helen M. Peterson, "Barry's Landing-Ghosts Must Go," Hardin Tribune-
Herald, Dec. 29, 1966; The Red Lodge Picket, May 17, 1907. Remains of
the dredge and rocker could be seen at Barry's Landing until engulfed,
in the spring of 1966, by the rising water of the Bighorn Reservoir.

60- Peterson, "Barry's Landing--Ghosts Must Go," Hardin Tribune-
Herald, Dec. 29, 1966; "Copy of Tourist Booklet," (B&Q Railroad, un-
dated files of the Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area.
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3. Boating Trips

The boats used at the ranch were built at Barry's Landing.
Lumber was hauled in by wagon, while the metal fixtures were
fabricated in Cedarvale's blacksmith shop. To publicize his
ranch and the boat rides, Dr. Barry organized a three-man party
to include besides himself, Claude St., John and Delbert Smith.
On May 28, 1913, the trio embarked in the 18-foot powerboat
Edith, and started down the canyon from Horseshoe Bend, 61

Within a few minutes, they had passed the mouth of Devils
Canyon. Here, Dr. Barry recorded, 'the towering walls are eight-
een hundred feet high, and so perpendicular, it seemed as if they

would fall in on us.' 1In many places the talus slopes were cov-
ered with bunchgrass; and there were hundreds of cedar, " in
large groves and growing singly, some of them . . . eighty feet

high." Soon after passing Dryhead, the adventurers took Edith
through Bull Elk Rapids, the most dangerous white water on the
river, and she 'reeled in her path like a drunken sailor." They
now approached Allen's Rock, named for Dr. Will Allen, who had
led a boat expedition through the canyon at the turn of the cen-
tury. Here Allen's party had seen their boat shattered, and had
been compelled to finish their journey afoot. Dr. Barry passed
the rock to the right. Near the mouth of Black Canyon, they en-
countered the Homburg Whirlpocl, named for two German boys who
had lost their lives in attempting to pass it.°? Before attempt-
ing the passage, they tied-up at the mouth of Bull Elk and re-
connoitered the Homburg Whirlipool. In navigating the dangerous
reach, Dr. Barry held a course close to the right bank. The rest
of the run was a lark, and Edith "suddenly . . . shot forth into
the sunlight of a warm, spring day," as she emerged from the gloomy
canyon. Nightfall found the adventurers on the Yellowstone, and
six weeks later they reached their goal--New Orleans.®3

6l- G, William Barry, "Through the Big Horn Canyon by Motor Boat,"
The Red Lodge Picket, March 10, 1916. Edith was a "compromise stern
launch" with ample beam, built at Cedarvale, and powered with a two
cylinder Caille motor of eight horsepower.

62 Ibid. The Homburg Whirlpool was two miles below Allen's Rock,

and in addition to the Homburgs had claimed a third victim. W. A, Allen,
Adventures with Indians and Games { Chicago, 1903), pp. 51-5k4; Charles
L. Harris, The Crow Reservation Homeseekers' Advisor . . .(Helena, 1905),

p. 37.

63. Barry, "Through BEig Horn Canyon," The Red Lodge Picket, March 10,
1916, Delbert Smith left the party at Mile City and returned to his home.
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The successful passage of the canyon by a motorboat sparked
interest in Cedarvale, and in 1916 Dr. Barry wrote that many tour-
ists have now made the boat trip through Bighorn Canyon without
accident. Waxing enthusiastic, he wrote:

The opinion of all who have made these canyon trips is
that it is as fine a trip as one can take anywhere; that
ascending the river is sublime and coming down positively
thrilling. 5"

4. The Hillsboro Postoffice

In April 1917 the United States declared war on Germany and
business at the dude ranch slumped. It revived in the 1920s, and
Cedarvale flourished until Dr. Barry's death of a brain tumor in
Billings in the early 1930s. With Barry's death, Claude St. John
became manager of the ranch.®®

By 1915 there were enough families in the area to merit the
establishment of a postoffice. On January 21, 1915, Dr. Barry
was appointed postmaster of Hillsboro, Montana. Lack of revenue
compelled the discontinuance of the office in February 1916. Le-
cal pressure caused the Postmaster-General to rescind this order
on April 18, 19i6. Dr. Barry continued as postmaster until he
was replaced by his stepson, Claude St. John, on June 15, 1920.
St. John was the Hillsboro postmaster until March 31, 1945, when
the office was closed, because of lack of receipts,®®

5. Hillsboro Becomes a Ghost Town

Dr. Barry, before his death, had been an avid collector of
first editions, paintings, and antique furniture. To house these
items, the ranch house was enlarged. These were destroyed when
the sprawling dwelling burned in 1946. A new frame house was

64%. Tbid., As late as 1951 there were three of D». Barry's motorboats
at his landing. Billings Gazette, Sept. 9, 1951. As late as 1931, two
men from Greyball, William Greene and George Cusack, unaware of Dr. Bar-
ry's activities, boasted that they were the first men to "shoot" Bighorn
Canyon in a motorboat. B2illings Gazette, Aug. 23, 1931.

65- Peterson, "Barry's Lending-~Ghosts Must Go," Hardin Tribune-
Herald, Dec. 29, 1966. Barry in the 1920s had ceased raising Hackneys
and had switched to cattle. To irrigate his hay meadows and gardens,
he had built irrigation ditches.

66- Prior to the opening of the post oiffice at Hillsboro, Dr. Barry
and his neighbors had picked up their mail at Raymond, Wyoming.




387 ]

erected, and here Mrs. Barry and the St. Johns lived. Several
years before her death in February 1951, Mrs. Barry's health fail-
ed and she moved to Billings. Claude St. John now developed heart |
trouble, and he and his wife likewise left Hillsboro for Billings,
|
\

e 2

where he died in 1959. When the St. Johns departed, Eddie Hurlbut
remained on the ranch as a caretaker.®’ After Hurlbut's death,
the St. Johns sold the property to Harold Ruth and L. R. Aldrich
of Billings, After they took possession, the frame house and the

big log barn burned. Vandals visited and ransacked the other
buildings.68

6. Comments and Recommendations *

Hillsboro is located within one-half mile of Barry's Landing,
where the Service has constructed boat-launching facilities. A
campground is planned for the area. To provide visitors with a
diversified experience, the Service must take steps to protect,
stabilize, and restore the buildings at Hillsboro, dating from
the beginning of and through the dude ranch period. Here will
be interpreted the story of Dr. Barry, the first man to exploit
the recreation potential of Bighorn Canyon.

There are at Hillsboro six buildings, the postoffice, black-
smith shop, root cellar, log chicken house, log cabin, and can-
ned goods shelter, besides the corrals and irrigation ditches,
which were part of the Cedarvale Dude Ranch. In July 1969, it
was estimated that about $90,000 would be required to stabilize
and restore these structures and convert two of them into quar-
ters. These structures will be entered on the National Register.
Before any stabilization or restoration is undertaken at Hills-
boro, Historic Structures Reports will be required.

E. The Campbell Farming Corporation

Tom Campbell, for years the world wheat king, was intimately asso-
ciated with the area. From the road leading to Oke-~A-Beh, the vast
wheatfields of the Campbell Farming Corporation can be seen stretch-
ing for miles across the bench toward the northwest. The founder of
this giant corporation was born in a Dakota ''soddie" and educated at
the State University of North Dakota and Cornell. From the latter,
he received an advanced degree in engineering. In 1906 at Grand Forks,
he married Bess Bull, whose father had introduced cream of wheat to
the market.

* see National Register forms, p. 575.

67, Hurlbut, an orphan, had come west as a boy to live with the Barrys.

68. Peterson, "Barry's Landing--Ghosts Must Go," Hardin Tribune-Herald,
Dec. 29, 1966.
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With the entry of the United States into World War I, Campbell
contacted officials in Washington and presented a plan for large-
scale cultivation on hitherto untilled land. Many, including Camp-
bell, were convinced that '"Food Would Win the War,'" and one of the
most sorely needed commodities was wheat. He believed by the use of
power equipment vast quantities could be grown on semi-arid land.
Food Administrator Herbert Hoover was interested, and North Africa
was discussed as a possible site, but was rejected because of German
U-boat activities in the Mediterranean. Campbell was told to select
suitable land in the United States for his experiment, and he called
on Secretary of the Interior Franklin K. Lane. The Secretary accord-
ingly entered into a contract with Campbell, which authorized him to
select large tracts of agricultural land on four western Indian re-
servations--the Shoshone, Crow, Blackfoot, and Fort Peck, He was to
pay the Indians ten percent of the cash value of the crop. The con-
tract would have to be approved by the tribal councils of each tribe

involved.

Campbell, the contract as a talking point, caught the next train
to New York City, There he secured the financial backing of the House
of Morgan. A corporation with a capital of $2,000,000 was organized.69

Arrangements perfected and heavy equipment ordered, Campbell in
the spring of 1918 headed for Montana. An agreement having been
reached with the Crow Council, land was selected on the bench west
of the Bighorn and south of Beauvais Creek. An untrained crew of
operators, many of them under the draft age, were recruited and put
to work driving 20 huge steam-powered tractors and gang plows. Be-
cause of the "undeveloped condition of the country, the inexperience
of the operators, and delays in delivery of supplies' progress was

slow,

Nevertheless, 7,000 acres were broken in time to seed to winter
wheat, and the equipment moved down into the irrigated districts of
the Bighorn Valley to plow for spring wheat. Before many acres were
plowed, snow fell on October 10. Usually, several weeks of warm wea-
ther follow the first snow in this section of Montana, but this did
not happen in 1918. There was a drought in the spring of 1919, and
the 7,000 acres of winter wheat yielded less than eight bushels per

acre,

69. "Campbell Farming Corporation,' Billings Gazette, hAug. 29, 1937;
Joseph K. Howard,"Tom Campbell: King of Wheat Growers , "Readers Digest,
June 1949, pp. 112-115. The board of directors for the corporation in-
cluded: Campbell, Frederick W. Stevens, J . P. Morgan, Charles H. Sabin,
Charles D. Norton, James A. Stillman, M. M. Upson, Francis H. Sissons,
and J. S. Torrance.
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Campbell continued to push his crew. By autumn he had 200,000
acres under lease, with the goal of having half that acreage under
cultivation in 1920. Lack of rainfall again hurt the corporation,
and 1920 was a poor year.

The 1921 wheat crop yielded a profit for the year's operation,
and the House of Morgan, satisfied that it had fulfilled its obliga-
tion to the government offered Campbell the opportunity of acquir-
ing the corporation's assets. For $150,000, Campbell got the leases
and $400,000 worth of machinery.’?

Rainfall was above normal in 1822, and fields which in 1919 and
1920 had yielded less than eight bushels of wheat per acre, produced
25. One 1000-acre field on the bench yielded 30,000 bushels, while
several irrigated sections averaged 40 bushels. The corporation's
total crop in 1922 was half a million bushels.

The next six years were profitable ones, and the corporation made
money. Then came the depression. Several months before the crash,
Campbell traveled to the Soviet Union, at the invitation of Joseph
Stalin's government. There he gave advice to the managers of col-
lective farms. On his return to the United States, Campbell expected
to be appointed Secretary of Agriculture by Pr651dent Herbert Hoover.
He was doomed to dlsapp01ntment and switched to the Democratic Party.’!

In 1932 there was a bumper crop, but this was in the days before
there were acreage and price controls, and the price zoomed downward.
On certain days, during the harvest, the price of wheat per bushel
in Hardin was eight cents, including a six-cent hauling charge. Faced
with bankruptcy, the corporation turned over most of the crop to the
government to pay for its leases.’?

Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected in 1932, and with the coming of
the New Deal and passage of the AAA and other landmark farm legisla-
tion, the corporation, which in 1934 was nearly a million dollars in
debt, was able to recover. The tide turned in 1935, and in the fol-
1ow1ng year Campbell was farming 95 OOO acres, d1v1ded into seven
farms, one of which was irrigated.’

70. "Campbell Farming Corperation," Billings Gazette, Aug. 29, 1937.
When he reorganized the corporation, uampbell distributed a fair pro-
portion of stock among his keymen.

71-  Ibid. 72« Ibid.

73. TIbid,; Howard, "Tom Campbell: King of Wheat Growers,” Readers’
Digest, June, 1949, pp. 112-115.
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World War II was a profitable period for the Campbell Farming
Corporation. Acreage under lease from the Crow was expanded, and
Campbell became a brigadier general in the United States Army. In
1947, with heavy demands for wheat by war-ravaged countries, the cor-
poration harvested its first million-and-one-half-dollar crop. To
accomplish this, Campbell employed more and bigger machines. From
up on the Bighorn Mountains, the visitor could look across 28 square
miles of bench, covered with sheets of ripening wheat. The harvest
took two weeks, although 40,000 bushels could be cut, threshed, and
delivered to the elevators daily.

In 1948 Campbell began spraying from the air his reservation lands
to combat grasshoppers and to eradicate weeds. One field about to
be abandoned was sprayed at a cost of $3,000 and yielded $40,000 worth
of wheat. Of the 65,000 acres under lease on the bench, 20,000 are
seeded each year, 20,000 allowed to lay fallow, and 25,000 not cul-
tivated. Sixty-five thousand acres and 78-foot plows were a gigantic
stride from the 80 acres, team of oxem, and cradle with which Camp-
bell's father farmed. The Campbell Corporation, however, traces its
inception to the small Dakota homestead, because the thought of the
drudgery caused Campbell, at an early age, to determine to make ma-

chines work for him, 7"

As was to be expected, Campbell, prior to his death in March, 1966,
was a controversial figure. The "'wheat king of the world" has been
the subject of hundreds of articles. He has been damned and praised.
A woman once addressed a letter to him, "Dear 95,000-Acre Hog!" The
Crow, with whom he was closely associated from 1918 until his death,
referred to him as Ahwagoda-Agoush,™ which in English means ''Known

all over the Wworld."7®

1. Comments and Recommendations

The story of Tom Campbell should be interpreted to the visitor.
The best place to accomplish this would be at a pull-out on the
voad to Oke-A-Beh, from where the corporation's vast wheatfields

“on the Bighorn Bench are visible. A trail-side marker, with text,

map, and illustrationms, will suffice.

74. Howard, "Tom Campbell, King of Wheat Growers," Readers Digest,

June 1949, pp. 112-115.

75-  TIbid.

ule
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F. Frank Szkes*

‘ 1. The Character of the Man

| l Frank Sykes was a local character, who settled on Crooked Creek
in the 1890s, just south of the 'ceded strip.''’® Here he built a
l log cabin on high ground, so as to command all approaches. He didn't
’ want anyone sneaking up on him.

Sykes was a squawman. There are two stories of how his wife,
known as Annie Forshay, died. One, the more probable, is that
she died in childbirth, along with the baby. She and the child
are buried in a wind-swept burial plot, a short distance from the
cabin. Since they were not interred on Sykes' land, it has led
to stories that she had been too friendly with Peter Yegen and
several other Billings whitemen. Another tale is that the wife
was killed defending her husband against an Indian.77

Sykes' appearance was such as to arcuse interest. He was short
and powerfully built. He wore buckskins, a black slouch hat, and
had a handlebar moustache. Seldom, if ever, was Sykes seen with-
out a single-action Colt 44 girded to his hip. About two inches
of the barrel protruded from the lower end of the holster.

Sykes tanned his own clothing. One day when a man rode up to
his mail box, he saw a sign, "No Visitors Today. This is Tanning
Day.'" When the man rode on, he found out why; it seems that when
Sykes tanned, he wore no clothes.”®

Sykes ate only one course at a meal. One day Jim Kelsey of
Crooked Creek stopped by as Sykes was cooking a batch of potatoes
for dinner. He used a big iron skillet and cooked in bear's
grease. Kelsey didn't like bear's grease even when it was fresh,
and this was rancid. When they sat down, Kelsey decided that all
he wanted was coffee, but Sykes shoved a plate in front of him

_and said, "Here, have some potatoes.'" Kelsey took a few, and when
he had finished the helping, Sykes said, "Here , have some pota-

* see National Register form p. 589.

76. The ceded strip was that section of Montana, just north of the
Wyoming line, now part of Carbon County, purchased from the Crow by
the Agreement of March 3, 1891. Some of the "old timers" say that
Sykes came from Canada, while others claim he was born in Michigan.
All agree that he had lived among the Indians for much of his life.

77-  Unsigned and undated MS, files of Bighorn Canyon National Recre-
ational Ares; Scott, Pioneers of the Big Horm, pp. T3-Th.

78. Ibid.
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toes." Kelsey took a few, and when he had finished the helping,

Sykes said, "Here have some more spuds!"

"No!! Kelsey replied. Whereupon, Sykes pushed the skillet to-
ward him with one hand and drew his Colt with the other and growl-
ed, "Go ahead and finish up these spuds because you are going to
eat potatoes just like that horse of yours is eating my hay!" So
while Kelsey ate potatoes until he was sick, Sykes continued to
hold his gun on him. Sykes then returned his revolver to its hol-
ster, and Kelsey staggered out to his horse, mounted, and headed
for home. This experience destroyed Kelsey's taste for potatoes.

Stories such as this concerning Sykes are numerous. In August
1921 a young friend stopped by to chat with Sykes. When no one
answered his knock, he entered the cabin and found Sykes slumped
on his bunk--dead. His gun belt was hanging on the bed post. Sykes!
friends and neighbors came and buried him near his cabin.

2. Comments and Recommendations

Frank Sykes is part of the folklore of the area, and as such, I
his story merits attention. Sykes' cabin is on deeded land, so
unless the Services can enter into a cooperative agreement with
the owners, it will be impossible to interpret the Sykes' story l
at the cabin. The isolated graves of his wife and child, however,
are on public land, and here is the site that will have to be used
to tell of a way of life as interesting as that found in the Great l
Smokies. Steps will also have to be taken to protect the graves

from vandals.

Interpretive personnel assigned to Bighorn Canyon National Re-
creation Area should be encouraged to continue their efforts to
collect stories of long-time residents concerning Sykes and other

interesting personalities.

G. John Blue: Hermit™

1. The Character and the Man

John Blue, like Frank Sykes, was a local character. Persons
who knew him recall his sparkling blue cyes, his long beard, and
many idiosyncrasies. When Blue came to the Bighorn Country, soon
after World War I, he told that he had deserted from the German
Army and had reached the United States by way of Cuba and Mexico.
Before locating on John Blue Canyon, he had worked as a blacksmith

*see National Register form p. 603.

79. Scott, Pioneers of the Big Hornm, pp. Th=T5.
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for Woodson Moss. He continued to putter, and made a door stop
for The Busy Corner. It worked beautifully, R. S. Halliwell re-
called, "but unfortunately it stuck out in the middle of the floor
and was hazardous."

He earned a living by trapping coyotes for their pelts and tan-
ning their hides. As he kept to himself, he raised a small garden
and shot an occasional deer for meat. When his cabin burned, he
built a stone dugout. Blue now became suspicious that some of his
neighbors, especially the Bischoffs, planned to kill him. When he
found some strychnine, which he kept for poisoning coyotes, scat-
tered by mice and rats in his oatmeal and flour, he developed a
paranoia. Before moving to Lovell, he tried to build a periscope
for his dugout to enable him to see if Reople were sneaking up on
him. Needless to say, it didn't work,8?

After Blue moved to Lovell, he was supported by county welfare.
Still exercised by his belief that people were out to get him, Blue
had Bob Halliwell write letters for him to members of Congress and
even the President.

Finally, Blue determined to go to the nation's capital and com-
plain to the chief executive. The first his friends in Lovell knew
of his plan was when Chris Lynn received a telephone call from Wor-
land, telling him to come and get Blue. Lynn found Blue outside
of Worland a few miles. He was riding a horse. and leading a pack-
horse and colt. Lynn took Blue tc the courthouse, where he pitched
his tent. on the courthouse lawn. This was too much for the county
officials, and they asked Lynn to take him back to Lovell. Lynn
recalled, "I'll never forget bringing him back . . ., the pack on
the little grey horse and him putting out his hand to signal when
we came to a corner."

Soon afterwards, John Blue was committed to the Wyoming State
Insane Asylum at Evanston, where he committed suicide.8!

2. Comments and Recommendations

The John Blue dugout in John Blue Canyon is adjacent to the

‘Park boundary. Its location is well known locally, and the Ser-

vice should take steps, in cooperation with residents of the area,
to protect and interpret the site. The John Blue story is part
of the region's folklore.

80
1960,

cused

81.

Statements by P. S. Halliwell, March 2, 1961, and Chris Lynn, Jan. b,
files of the Bighorn Canyon Nstional Recreation Area. Blue also ac-
his neighbors of poiscning his horses.

Ibid.
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H. The Caroline Lockhart Ranch™

1. Reporter, Editor, and Author

Caroline Lockhart, reporter, author, and editor, was bern in
I1linois in 1871, and moved with her family to Kansas early in
her life. She was sent by her father, a cattleman, to Bethany
College in Topeka and to the Moravian Seminary in Bethlehem, Penn-
sylvania.

In Boston she started her career as a writer, working as a re-
porter for the Boston Post. Her first task, she recalled, was to
interview a convicted murderer. She met Robert J. Ingersoll, the
famed agnostic, at the Parker House. "And was he surprised to see
me,'" she remembered, "just a brat come to interview him!" As Bos-
ton's first woman reporter, she matched the pace set by her con-
temporary, Nellie Bly of the New York World. While employed by
the Post and searching for material for articles, she donned div-
er's gear and spent 30 minutes at the bottom of Boston harbor.

She was one of the first to jump into a safety net. In fact, there
was no task her editor, Andrew McKenzie, asked her to undertake that

she declined to do.82

One of her favorite stories concerned her assignment to write
an article on the "Home for Intemperate Women.' It was rumored
that the inmates were being abused, that food was defficient, and
that unsanitary conditions prevailed. Investigations by the auth-
orities had resulted in a whitewash. Calling herself Carrie Hen-
derson, Miss Lockhart, posing as a derelict, gained admission to

the home.

"It'ye got the habit," she confessed to the woman in charge.
"Can't you help me? I can't keep jobs no more."

She saw that Carrie was big and husky, so she was admitted. As
the home made money by doing laundry for Boston hotels, she was
assigned to a mangle and ironed napkins. Every morning "they'd
line us up and dish out a spoonful of liquor cure from the bottie."

The home was a fright, she recalled, and so were the women.
nCarrie Henderson was the laughing stock because she had a tooth-
brush." She wanted to get out as soon as she had her story, but
they would not release her. "She wasn't cured yet.'" Finally,
her editor called, asking for Carrie Henderson's release.

xsee National Register forms, p. 6017.

82. Nell B. Kelley, "Caroline Lockhart Deserted Career in East for
Western Atmosphere," Billings Gazette, Feb. T, 1960; Kathryn Wright,
"caroline Lockhart, Dryhead Rancher and Author, Has Had Life as Color-
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"Release!" the woman in charge shouted, '"We can't! She's not
cured yet." In desperation the editor revealed her identity.

"Why, I don't believe it," she stammered into the phone, "she's
the toughest girl we've got here."

But Carrie did get out, and so did the truth. The Home for
Intemperate Women was cleaned up.83

Before coming to Wyoming, she alsc worked as a reporter for
the Philadelphia Bulletin and Denver Post. Assigned to do a story
on the Blackfoot, she stopped in Cody to visit her first editor,
McKenzie, who had moved west for his health. She fell in love
with the area and turned in her resignation. She soon bought the
Cody Enterprise. In the early 1900s, Cody was known for its color-
ful characters. She renewed her acquaintance with William F. Cody,
whom she had interviewed while working for the Post. She became
president of the Cody Stampede, which she helped organize.

Here she found grist for the books she had always wanted to
write. Her first novel was Me, Smith, to be followed in 1912
by The Lady Doc. The latter, she recalled, 'made me infamous,"”
because some of her friends recognized themselves in the charac-
ters. Other novels authored by Miss Lockhart were: Full of the
Moown, Man from the Bitter Rocts, The Dude Wrangler, The Old West
and the New, and Fighting Shepherdess. The latter was made into
a movie starring Anita Stewart.®"

2. Battling the Government

In 1936, after a court fight, Miss Lockhart received title to
a 640-acre homestead, a part of her L-Slash-Heart Ranch on Davis
Creek. She and her housekeeper, Lou T. Ketcham, on July 7, 1931,
had submitted final proof tc the General Land Office on their stock
raising entries. A field investigation resulted in adverse pro-
ceedings being ordered against the entries by the Commissioner.

' The case was taken to the courts and finally decided in the ladies'
favor in March 1936. At the hearings in Billings, the government
pointed out that Miss Lockhart's house was on another tract to
which she had gained title by purchase, and that Mrs. Ketcham was
employed at the ranch,

ful as any of Her Books," undated article, clipping fille, Billings Pub-
lic Library.

83. Wright, "Caroline Lockhart, Dryhead Rancher," Undsted article,
clipping file, Billings Public Library.

84. Kelley, "Caroline Lockhart Deserted Career," Billings Gazette,
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Mrs. Ketcham countered that she went to her cabin on the home-
stead, a mile from the ranch home, and spent the nights from "March
or April until late in October or November."

The government had contended that there were ''good improvements'"
on Miss Lockhart's deeded land, and that she had had a log chicken
house moved onto her homestead. The chicken house was partially
furnished with "a small wooden platform, a table, a stove, a built-
in bunk, and two chairs."” After having breakfast at her ranch, she
would go to the homestead, one-half mile away, and write until after-
noon. She would then return to her ranch for supper, after which
she would ride over to the cabin and sleep.

The case was decided against the government, and an order was
issued for the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue
certificates of title to the two iadies.8°

By the time of her death in July 1962, Miss Lockhart had ac-
quired 7,000 acres. She divided her time between her Cody inter-
ests and her ranch on Davis Creek. In accordance with her request,
her remains were cremated and the ashes scattered, some of them

around her ranch, 86

3. Comments and Recommendations

Caroline Lockhart's story is one that possesses considerable
human interest. Although the ranch house and outbuildings are
within the Park boundary, they are on deeded land. Unless the
owners of the property are agreeable to entering into a coopera-
tive agreement with the Service, Caroline Lockhart will have to
be interpreted from a roadside pull-out, near the ranch.

Exploring the Area, 1879-1893

1. Colonel Brackett Visits Black Canyon

Although soldiers from Fort C. F. Smith were familiar with Black
Canyon, Col. A. G. Brackett in 1879 saw that it was added to the
next edition of Capt. Edward Maguire's ""Map of Montana Territory."

Feb. 7, 1960; Wright, "Caroline Lockhart Dryhead Rancher,’

' undated article

clipping file, Billings Public Library.

85

"Writer and Her Housekeeper Win in Homestead Disputes,'" Billings

Gazette, March 29, 1936.

86-

Wright, "Caroline Lockhart, Forever with Mountains," Billings Ga-

zette, Aug. 24, 1962.
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Brackett, accompanied by several officers and a small escort from
the 2d U.S. Cavalry, rode out of Fort Custer on May 17, 1879. His
mission was to see the ruins of Fort C. F. Smith and "the great
cafion of the Big Horn Mountains."8”

The party rode 17 miles on the 17th and camped on the bank of
the Bighorn. On the following day, they saw the site of the fort,
passing en route, at the mouth of Rotten Grass, a large Crow vil-
lage. The Indians had left the Rosebud Agency and were headed for
the buffalo country east of the Little Bighorn.8%8

On the morning of May 19, Colonel Brackett and his men ascended
the Bighorns by way of the old wood road. And after traveling
about five miles, they came out on what the colonel described as
one of the

finest cafions on this continent. The sight is one of the
greatest sublimity and I have never been more impressed by
any object of natural scenery on earth. The walls rise
from 1000 to 1500 feet high, clothed in some places with
shining green pines and spruces, and in others presenting
bare walls of red sandstone. A stream some ten feet wide
meanders through it, and the roar of the rapid waters can
be heard far below.é

Although they did not descend into the canyon by the trail
pioneered by soldiers from C. F. Smith, they rode for miles along
its north rim. Brackett saw that it entered Bighorn Canyon at a
right angle. Its length was estimated to be about 30 miles, and
it seemed "to split the northeast side of the range in two parts."
On the far side of the canyon, they saw ''several bands of elk, a
few buffalo . . . some mountain sheep § white tailed deer.”®?

Colonel Brackett was so impressed with the canyon that he was
reluctant to leave, but was obliged to so so, as his many duties
called him elsewhere. The night was spent near the ruins of Fort

C. F. Smith, and the next day the patrol rode back to Fort Custer.?!

87. Brackett to Chief Engineer, May 30, 1879, NA, RG T7. The two offi-
cers who accompanied Brackett were Capt. John Mix and Lt. William C. Rawolle.

ag. Lbid.

gg. Ibid. The Wood road had been opened by troops from Fort C. F. Smith
in the late summer and sutumn of 1866.

90. Ibid. The cavalrymen fired several rounds intc the canyon and the
echoes resembled sharp claps of thunder.

91. Ibid. Brackett forecast that within a few years the canyon would
gain fame as "among the finest views in the Rocky Mountain region.”
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J
On returning to his headquarters and examining his maps, Col-

onel Brackett saw that none located the magnificent canyon. He
therefore prepared a sketch map, indicating its position, which

he forwarded to headquarters Department of the Dakota. He trusted
the canyon would be placed on the next edition of the Montana Map
issued by Captain Maguire of the Engineers. The name proposed

by Brackett for the feature was "absaraca Canon, after the Absaraca
or Crow Indians." 92 Captain Maguire did as Brackett requested.
Absaraca Cafion appeared on the next edition of the subject map.
Subsequently, the feature's name was changed to Black Canyomn.

2. Lieutenant Clark Explores the Bighorns

On his return from Black Canyon, Colonel Brackett had recom-
mended that an expedition be fitted out by the army to explore
the Bighorns.93 Such action was taken the next year, when ist
Lt. W. P. Clark on June 21, 1880, rode out of Fort Keogh at the
head of an exploring party.gL+ The Fort Custer wagon road was
followed as far as the Rosebud. Leaving the wagon road, the party
turned up the Rosebud, and traveling by way of the Rosebud, Tongue
River, Hanging Woman, and (lear creeks, Clark's command reached

Fort McKinney on July 1.95

Lieutenant Clark, his command having been refitted, left that
post on the 7th and headed into the Bighorns. The escarpment was
ascended, near where Crazy Woman Creek breaks through the mountain
wall, by an old Indian Trail that had been improved to permit the
passage of wagons. Passing to the south of Cloud Peak, the party
descended into the Bighorn Basin and camped on Paint Rock Creek.
Clark reported that he found the southwestern slopes better for
grazing and better watered than those on the opposite side of the
mountains. The country between the mountains and the Bighorn River,

however, was

rough and broken, a species of bad lands colored with red
hematite. There is a great deal of sage brush and some of
the higher hills have a stunted growth of pine and cedar.

In making the descent we found game in abundance, buffalo,
elk, black-tailed deer, antelope, cinnamon and grizzly bear;
all fit, showing that even though snow does fall on this

slope to great depth, the early spring grazing is fine. In

92-

94
sddition to Clark, there were two officers,

Ibid. 93. Ibid.

Clark to Adjt., Dept. of the Dakota, Oct. 7, 1880, NA, RG 98. 1In
20 eplisted men of the 2d Cav-

alry, 11 Cheyenne scouts, and a number of packers.

95.

Ibid.
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l ‘ this stream . . . we found the first trout since leaying

I_(eogh.96

On Nowood Creek on July 21 they were joined by 11 Arapaho. The
Arapaho were to show them where gold could be found.?’ It was soon
apparent to Clark that the Indians' '"presumed knowledge" of the where-
abouts of another golconda was based on 'idle worthless'" camp rumors.
They claimed that a woman in enlarging a spring had found several
nuggets, which they had disposed of at the trader's store at Fort
Fetterman. When pressed on the point, the Arapaho stated they be-
lieved the spring was near the headwaters of the Middle Fork of
Powder River. They guided the party to the area. Several of the
packers, who had been prospectors, reconnoitered the vicinity but
found no colors. On the 23d, the Arapaho having departed the pre-
vious day, Clark started on the return march to Fort McKinney,
where he arrived on August 1.9%

i
i
|

l As soon as his men had been resupplied and the mules had been
re-shod, Clark again took the field. Traveling by way of Big
Piney, Prairie Dog, and Goose creeks, the party reached Tongue

. River, which in 1880 was the limit of settlements established by
adventurous whites. The Bighorns were penetrated by an Indian
Trail to the north of Tongue River Canyon.®? On gaining the com-
paratively level region on top of the Bighorns, the patrol turned

l into the trail followed by Lt. Gen. Philip Sheridan in 1877. En
route to the base camp they established in the lake region near
Cloud Peak, they followed the divide separating the headwaters of

l the North Fork of Tongue River and Shell Creek. Here, although
it was August 11, they saw huge snow banks near the trail, and
a 'profusion of wild flowers, the most beautiful being a delicate

96 Ibid.

97. Clark had been told by Indians, in strict confidence, that they knew
where gold could be found in large quantities. When the expedition left
Fort Keogh, it was equipped with the necessary gear for 'prosecuting a
search for gold and silver.'

98. Tbid. Near the head of Nowood Creek, the explorers encountered
several thousand head of cattle. The cowboy in charge told Clark that
the owners planned to winter the stock on the southwestern slope of the
Bighorns.

99. Ibid. North Fork of Tongue River was crossed near the polnt where
Lt. Frederick W. Sibley and his detachment had had a narrow escape from
the Sioux in 1876. One of Sibley's men was with Clark, and he showed
them the grove of pines where the horses were abandoned and killed by the
hostiles. The bones of the horses were there.
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fragile little forget-me-not. . ..'" In the same area, & number of
deserted mine shafts were observed.!9?

On August 15 Clark's party left the lake region, retraced its
way as far as the headwaters of North Fork of Tongue River, and
then turning into an old Indian Trail, descended the Dry Fork of
the Little Bighorn seven miles. The explorers, finding that tra-
vel was becoming increasingly difficult, crossed Dry Fork Ridge
and debouched from the Bighorns by way of West Pass Creek Canyon.
Clark believed this a "much easier trail for ascent and descent
than the trail near Tongue River, though it would not do for wag-

ons without a great deal of labor.'" As they emerged from the can-
yon, they came upon six Crow lodges. The Indians "flocked out to
see us, half clad dirty and hungry." Clark now led his men north-

westward along a Crow trail, skirting the mountains. 19!

After fording Lodge Grass Creek on the 23d, Clark led his men
back into the Bighorns. The trail followed paralleled the north-
west rim of Lodge Grass Canyon. Camp for the night was made near
Sheep Mountain. Here, Clark wrote:

We had our best view of the country to the west and north,
the valleys of the Big Horn and Stinking Water. The sky
was of perfect serenity, the light transparent atmosphere
allowed us to see the forms of mountains far away, a blue
silken veil seemed thrown over the range which bounds the
[Yellowstone]l national park on the east, the gilded snow
crest having a faint film of bluish purple paling to a hue
of steel, at the higher peaks. The Big Horn Cafion commen-
ces just below the mouth of Stinking Water, and all streams
from the east reach it through gorges and canon. 102

100. Ibid. None of the shafts were deeper than 30 feet. There was a
lonely cabin "doorless and windowless, with a huge dirty bank of snow
s few yards in its rear." Lieutenant Clark likened the shafts to "ready
made graves, and the roughly hewn posts which marked the claims like head
boards." The discoverers had exercised their imagination and "shadowed
forth their hopes in giving names to their claims. The '3ilver Chief’
was down in a thickly timbered glen . . . given over to game."

101. Ibid. On the march from West Pass Creek to Lodge Grass Creek, the
explorers continued to pass Crow camps. The women and children, at this
season, were busy gathering berries, especially chokecherries which were
abundant.

102- Ibid. It was reported that the ascent of the mountains at this
point was easy, and a wagon road could be built with little difficulty
from the valley of Lodge Grass over the summit.
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On the 24th the trail was reconnoitered to within a short dis-
tance of Medicine Mountain, and the next day Clark started for
Fort Custer. He and his men hated to leave the Bighorns, with
their "invigorating atmosphere, the resinous odor of pines, the
pure cold crystal water . . ., fine hunting, and excellent fish-
ing." The sun shone brightly as the men rode out. As it had
rained during the night, "every blade of grass glistened as though
studded with diamonds."

The route was retraced as far as the foot of the mountains, where
they turned to the northwest and struck the Bozeman Trail at its
crossing of Soap Creek. Camp was made for the night near ''the
bare and broken adobe walls . . . of old Fort C. F. Smith . . . a
monument of a weak policy in dealing with the Sioux."

The soldiers visited the cemetery, '"a few square yards, en-
closed by a low stone wall--a slender, modest limestone monument,
and a few rude headboards mark the graves of Lieut. Sternburgi a
guide, several soldiers, and citizens all killed by Indians."103

Leaving Fort C. F. Smith on August 28, the explorers, traveling
by way of Custer battlefield, reached Fort Custer on September 3,
1880. They then returned to Fort Keogh, where on October 7, Lieu-
tenant Clark drafted his report of a little known expedition, which
had added much to the geographical knowledge of the Bighorns.

3. Gillette's Walks Through Bighorn Canyon

The first man to pass through Bighorn Canyon, when the river
was frozen over, and to record what he saw was E. Gillette. On
March 7, 1891, Gillette and N. S. Sharpe, a Black Hills prospector,
entered Bighorn Canyon at Horseshoe Bend. They pulled a sled loaded
with camp equipage and rations to last for five days. Although the
river was frozen solid, they encountered open water at almost every
bend.

Within a short distance of the point where they descended, the
canyon had risen to a "height of 500 feet, with vertical walls. At
the foot of these cliffs the talus "extended from 25 to 100 feet,"
being at intervals washed away, leaving the cliff perpendicular to
the water's edge." The talus stood at an angle of 45 degrees, and
supported a growth of cedars. The only other trees seen were a few
cottonwoods at the mouths of some of the side §orges and some ''scrag-
gy pine . . . near the mouth of the canyon."!?

Ibid.

104. E. Gillette, "The First Trip Through Big Horn Canyon," Magazine of
the American Society of Civil Engineers, 24, July 1891.
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Near the state line, Gillette encountered a Chicago, Burlington
§ Quincy Railrpad crew engaged in running a preliminary suryey in
the canyon '"to determine its practicality for a railroad route."
When they climbed up to where the crew was working, Gillette found

the transit set up on "the edge of a cliff with one leg of the tri--

pod nearly parallel to the plumb line, while the transit man was
barely able to maintain his position on the narrow shelving rocks."
The chainmen worked their way around "almost vertical cliffs, hang-
ing on with fingers and toes." An observation taken at this point
showed that the vertical wall of the canyon was 600 feet, while a
slope of 45 degrees rose beyond for another 200 feet.

At Devils Canyon, two and one-half miles farther down the can-
yon, the walls were 1,000 feet high., Here Gillette observed, as
he did throughout his trip, that immediately below the mouth of
the larger drainages tlere were rapids. Tracks of otters, wolves,
and mountain sheep were seen in the snow.

Five miles below Devils Canyon was the Sentinal, a pillar of
limestone, 100 feet in height by 20 feet in diameter, standing
on a point of rocks, 300 feet above the ice-covered river.!0° camp
for the night was made at the Sentinal. .

Four miles below the Sentinal, the east wall of the canyon bore
away, and it opened to one-half mile. Here they found a trail
crossing the river from Chain Canyon on the west into Garvin Basin
to the east. Several good-sized streams, Bobcat, Twentymile, and
Gyp creeks, discharged into the Bighorn above and below the cross-
ing, at the mouths of which gold colors were found,

A short distance below Chain Canyon, the walls again closed in,
and gradually increased in height as the river approached Big Bull
Elk Ridge. At 1:30, on the 9th, they sighted an unusual formation.
Here where Deadman Creek pierced the west wall, it left "a knife-
edge" standing. This "knife-edge was broken off vertically at the
end, while a little distance back a square niche has been taken out

" of the edge 200 feet deep and long, leaving a pinnacle on the point

towering 700 feet above the river." This pinnacle Gillette named
the Tower. Four miles below the Tower, they spent the night. Tra-
vel, so far, had been slow, because of two factors: (a) the depth
of the snow on the ice; and (b) the numerous portages to pass the
rapids, which were free of ice.106

105.

ITbid. Gillette, in naming the Sentinal, imagined a sentry posted

to guard "this beautiful canon from disfigurement by some advertising
agent."

106~

Ibid.
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Three miles below camp, Gillette and Sharpe on March 10: passed
the mouth of Templeton Creek. A short halt was made while Sharpe
panned for gold, which he found in paying quantities. Midway be-
tween where Sharpe had found the colors and Dryhead, Gillette
noted a feature reminding him of the bow of an approaching steam-
er, and named it Steamboat Point. The depth of the canyon in-
creased. Nightfall found them camped on a shelf of rock. As
they gazed upward toward the rim of the canyon, they saw that a
wind was whigping the snow about, while where they were it was
dead calm.10

They had lcaded their sled and were headed down the canyon by
7 a.m., on the 11th. The mouth of Big Bull Elk was passed, and
here they found a level tract of about 80 acres--the first smooth
ground they had seen since leaving Horseshoe Bend. The canyon now
began to widen, and rising in terraces, it reached a height of
over 1,000 feet. Two miles below Little Finger Ridge, they passed
Black Canyon and came to the steepest rapids on the Bighorn, (the
Homburg Whirlpool), where the water was ''confined to a narrow bed
less than 40 feet wide, the usual width being from 200 to 300 feet."
From here to the mouth of the canyon, the river was narrow with
rapids at every bend. Warm springs had melted the ice, and the
travelers were compelled to abandon their sled and make the re-
mainder of the trip along the bank.

One more night was spent in the canyon, and on March 12, 1891,
Gillette and Sharpe were overjoyed to come out into "the broad
and fertile" valley of the Bighorn. They camped on the west side
of the river, opposite the ruins of Fort C. F. Smith. As they
had no desire to return via the Canyon, they took the historic
trail across Bad Pass. They had no fears of missing the trail
in the snow, because the Indians had marked the route with rock
cairns. The trip back took three days.!9®

4. The Burlington Survey Party of 1893

In 1893 the Burlington sent a second party to make additional
surveys in Bighorn Canyon. This group, which was led by G. W.
Pease, had been working on Shell Creek. Traveling by way of Lov-
ell's Ferry, Pease and his people in January reached Crooked Creek.
They then moved down into the canyon, establishing a camp on a
sandbar on the west side of the ice-covered Bighorn.l92 In the

to the mouth of Dryhead.

108. Ibid.

109- George H. Tinker, "Big Horn Canyon,’

Ibid. It was six river miles from the mouth of the Templeton Creek

1
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canyon, the surveyors would be dependent on packtrains and sleds
for transportation. To get the mules and burros down into the
canyon, a trail had to be opened. The wagons were left outside
and would be used to bring down supplies from Billings.!!?

In running the line, the surveyors ran two 'continuous tra-
verses," one on each side of the river. Topography was taken by
hand level and tape from the water's edge to above the transit
line. Strong winds, which occasionally swept through the canyon,
caused difficulty by tearing maps. Temperatures varied greatly.
The difference between mid-day and night readings was as much as
50 degrees. Whenever the wind blew with the thermometer as low as
as 20 degrees below zero, the men stayed in camp. For recreation
the men went ice skating, while Pease was accustomed to going ten
to 12 miles down river on skates to recomnoiter.!l!

Sleds were employed on February 5 to move the surveyors down
the Bighorn to Camp No. 2, on the east side of the river at the
crossing. Here opposite Chain Canyon, the canyon widened and
there was a sagebrush flat of several acres.!l2 Above the west
rim of the canyon, a bench, several miles across, extended to the
Pryor Mountains. Located on this bench was the trail across Bad
Pass.

Camp No. 3 was on Deadman Creek. The move was made by pack
train over the Bad Pass (Sioux) Trail. Although they had pared
their excess baggage, two trips had to be made. The roundtrip
to Billings, their source of supplies, took eight to ten-days,
but even so the commissary was generally well supplied. Because
of lack of sunlight in the canyon, a great number of candles were
used in map work. The draftsmen kept a row of coach candles burn-
ing on the far side of their tables.

" At the mouth of Deadman Creek, there was an abandoned cabin
and the remains of a rope ladder up the cliff, giving ready access
to the bench. On this bench there lived several ranchers. ''We

" made the acquaintance of two or three of these near-hermits," one

Canyon National Recreation Area. The first base camp on the Bighorn was
about three and one-half miles below Devils Canyon.

110.

Ibid. Several horses, including the bell mare, fell from the trail,

and one of the mules broke through the ice and drowned. After this, the
man with the mules left for home with his train, leaving Pease with his
own train, mostly burros.

111.

112..

Ibid.

Ibid. One of the sleds broke through the ice into about six inches
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of the men recalled, and found that “they lived on game and a few
yegetables they could grow." One raised a little corn which he
ground in a coffee mi1l.11%

On March 10, 1893, camp was moyed to the mouth of Dryhead. The
trail was again used, but a route had to be opened down into the
canyon. Several mules fell off the path and rolled into the creek.
George Tinker's bedroll was on one of the mules that took a duck-
ing. Fortunately, his tarpaulin kept his blankets from getting
wet. It was after dark before they reached Camp No. 4, and no tents
were pitched, the men sleeping in the open.ll* "As the ice was be-
ginning to break up, Pease traveled to Billings and returned with
two boats. Cradles had been made to fit the boats and fastened to
wagon running-gears. The boats were eased up to the edge of the
cliff at a point where there was a high talus slope with a cedar
growing out of it. A rope was anchored at the top of the cliff
and to the tree. '"The boats were slid down the rope, supported in
slings having forked branches for trolleys, and by a similar arrange-
ment, relayed to the bottom, a total drop of 600 feet. 115

The move from Camp No. 4 to Camp No. 5 took place on March 28.
While Pease and one of the men ran the rapids in one of the boats
with the stove and stationery chest, the pack train crossed on
the ice above. Camp No. 5 was on the east bank of the Bighorn,

a short distance above the mouth of Black Canyon. Here the canyon
had widened, with '"castelated rocks 2000 feet high on both sides."
With the ice breaking up rapidly, the men used the boats to cross
the river. Several of them went fishing in Black Canyon and caught
a number of trout. The hunters killed several bighorns.!16

Their final move in the canyon was made by pack train. The
trail followed was high above the river on "a steep brushy slope
below the east wall of the cafion." As this trail gave evidence
of having been cleared years before, the surveyors speculated
that it might have been opened by troops from Fort C. F. Smith.

“In a number of places the trail had washed, so that the footing

of water near the shore. At the north end of the flat, at the cross-
ing, there was a white cedar, which measured 21 feet in circumference
at the butt.

113. Ibid.

114. Tbid. Here the river was open, and there were rapids below the
mouth of Dryhe&ad.

115- Ibia.

116- Ibid. When the ice broke up, the river rose about two feet.
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was none too secure. Camp No. 6 was on a small bench, about one
mile above the mouth of the canyon. The stock was pastured on the
plateau above the canyon wall,

On the first Sunday in camp four of the surveyors took one of
the boats downstream and visited the ruins of Fort C. F. Smith.
As soon as his men had finished running their lines in Bighorn
Canyon, they prepared to move to St. Xavier. The gear on May 10
was run down to the mouth of the canyon in the boats and there
loaded into wagons onto the pack train. Four men then brought
down the boats empty. The party remained at the mission a week,
running a preline and becoming acquainted with the Catholic mis-
sionaries and their children. After completing the survey down
the Bighorn to Fort Custer, where it connected with the line pre-
viously located in the valley of the Little Bighorn, Pease dis-
banded his crew.1l”

The Burlington never followed up on Gillette's and Pease's
surveys and no railroad was built through Bighorn Canyon. In-
stead, the Burlington in 1901 built a line from Toluca by way
of Pryor Gap to Cody.

5. Comments and Recommendations

The story of the exploration and surveys of Bighorn Canyon in
the late 19th century should be interpreted to the public, both
on-site-and in the Visitor Center. An on-site marker describing
Brackett's trip to Black Canyon could be located at the Pretty
Eagle overlook, while on-site markers descriptive of the Burling-
ton surveys could be positioned at Horseshoe Bend, Devils Canyon,
Barry's Landing, and Chain Canyon. Interpretive Maps prepared by
the Service should identify physical features named by Gillette.

J. The Rise and Fall of Kane*

1. The Town

Kane grew up on a sagebrush-covered flat, about two miles south
‘of the mouth of the Shoshone River. It was located on the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, and named for Riley Kane, a colorful
ML cowboy. When Bill Scott got off the train in March 1912, the
town of Kane consisted of "four log houses, a frame section house,
and a small gypsum block building that was the Kane Store. There
was no depot, but there was a car body setting beside the track
where freight could be stored out of the weather,"118

*

see National Register forms, p. 519.
117+ 1bia.

118- Scott, Pioneers of the Big Horn, p. 1l.
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From 1910 until 1965 Kane was the trading center for ranchers
and homesteaders of the Dryhead and Crooked Creek Country. Kane,
during its most prosperous years, boasted a bank, hotel, two gen~
eral stores, a poolhall, dancehall, postoffice, school, and depot.
For many years, the only public crossing of the Bighorn between
Greybull and the Canyon was the Kane Ferry. In the 1930s the Day-
ton-Kane Road was built across the Bighorns. A highway bridge was
erected and the Kane Ferry went out of business. To take advan-
tage of the tourist trade several service stations and a motel
were opened, but Kane failed to boom.l112

In 1965, with the completion of the Yellowtail Dam, the town's
end was at hand. Surveys had shown that Kane, during periods when
the storage capacity of the Bighorn Reservoir was at its maximum,
would be partially inundated. The Bureau of Reclamation accord-
ingly bought the land, and those owners who wished, moved their
buildings to new locations. Unlike many towns destroyed by con-
struction of dams, no effort was made to re-establish Kane at a
new site.

2. Comments and Recommendations

The Kane Cemetery*has survived the town. As it is located with-
in the Park boundary, the Service should erect a trailside marker,
near the entrance to the cemetery, to give the visitor a brief his-
tory of Kane and to identify the site.

K. Reclamation, Recreation, and the Yellowtail Dam

Soon after the ratification of the Agreement of April 27, 1904, and
the cession to the United States of 1,800,000 acres between the old
Fort Custer Reservation and the Yellowstone, there was a push by the
whites to bring thousands of acres in the lower Bighorn Valley under
irrigation. This led to the construction of the Two Leggin Irrigation
Canal by a corporation making use of both local and eastern capital.
Ground was broken in July 1908, and on May 8, 1909, the ditch was
dedicated. It was a big day for the town of Hardin, which was less
than two years old. Among the great crowd in attendance was Governor
Edwin L. Norris, who turned the valve and let the first water into
the canal at the Two Leggin headgate, eight miles south of Hardin.

The canal led northward down the Bighorn Valley for 30 miles, and
would water over 20,000 non-reservation acres. Initial construction
costs were $150,000. At the same time, the ditch would bring water
to 5,600 acres of Indian land. Laterals to irrigate the Indian acre-
age were built with government funds.l20

* see National Register forms, p. 519.

119- Ibid., pp. 6, 101-10k.

120 Hanna, "Indian Bureau Considers Crow Project Among Major Irriga-
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Superintendent Graves, the engineer in charge of reclamation on the

ulhe

Crow Reservation in the 1890s, was the father of the idea to construct

a dam at the mouth of Bighorn Canyon. The construction of such a dam,

he pointed out to his superiors, would enable the Bureau of Indian Af-

fairs to bring under irrigation land on both sides of the Bighorn. Al-
though the merit of his proposal was recognized, funds were lacking to

underwrite it.

In 1904 the Reclamation Service took up the idea with the goal of
promoting such a dam to irrigate not only the bench lands, but to carry
water across the Toluca Divide to irrigate the Huntley Project. After
preliminary surveys were completed, it was determined to take water to
irrigate the Huntley Project from the Yellowstone River, and that por-
tion of the project on the Bighorn side of the Toluca Divide was aban-
doned for lack of funds.l2!

In the 1930s the proposal to build a dam in Bighorn Canyon was re-
vived, and buttons reading ''Dam the Bighorn!'" appeared in Hardin and
other cities and towns of the Midland Empire. The dam would be multi-
purpose, and efforts to promote its construction were spearheaded by
Hardin attorney William Bunston, and the Big Horn Canyon Power & Irri-
gation Company.

The Federal government finally became seriously interested in the
project, and under provisions of the Federal Flood Control Act of 1944,
a dam was authorized for construction by the Secretary of the Interior
for power production, irrigation, flood control, and conservation. At
this time the project became known as the Yellowtail Dam, to honor
Robert Yellowtail, a distinguished Crow and long-time superintendent
of the Crow Reservation.

Two and one-half million dollars were expended by the United States
in preparation of preliminary plans and designs for the Yellowtail Dam.
It was not until 1961, however, that ground was broken for the dam.
Seven years later, on October 31, 1968, the massive 525-foot high dam
was dedicated by Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall, before a
large crowd. Among the distinguished guests in attendance were United
States Senators Mike Mansfield and Lee Metcalf.

tion Works," Billings Gazette, Aug. 29, 1937. Since their construction,
the Two Leggin headgates have been reinforced with concrete.

?

121 Billings Gasette & Evening Jowrngl, "Anniversary Edition," clipping

file, Billings Public Library.
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As a multi-purpose dam, the huge powerhouse had a capacity of
250,000 kilowatts, and within one year it had become "a vital link
in regional and nationwide power interconnections and exchanges."
In Fiscal Year 1968 the powerhouse produced 1,247 million.kilowatt-
hours of energy,!2?

When the project was authorized, the Bureau of Reclamation had
not foreseen that there would be much use for water for industrial
purposes. Computation had shown that the Bighorn River could pro-
duce 775,000 acre-feet of water annually for industrial uses, with
no adverse effect on the other multiple uses planned for the Yellow-
tail and Boysen Dams. By the autumn of 1968 several "major energy
companies' were making substantial investments in coal leases and
taking options on water from the impoundment reservoirs. At Boysen
Reservoir, applications had been accepted for 40,000 acre-feet in
excess of the 135,000 acre-feet available. At Yellowtail, ogtion
contracts had been completed for 168,000 acre-feet per year. 23

Whenever a decision is made to proceed with the establishment
of additional irrigation districts, water from the Bighorn Reser-
voir will bring life-giving water to a 43,500-acre unit.

In addition to the Bighorn Reservoir, there is the Bighorn
Canyon National Recreation Area, which was opened to the public
on April 1, 1967. Included within the Recreation Area are 63,000
acres, of which 56,000 belonged to the Crow Indian Reservation.
The National Park Service manages the Recreation Area, with the
Crow having the right to operate all concessions on the shoreline
adjacent to the Reservation.

The Recreation Area will provide diversion for hundreds of
thousands of visitors. Besides the magnificent scenery, there
is fishing, hunting, boating, and camping. Many thousands of
visitors, with the increasing awareness and appreciation of our
history and culture, will find the area's historical and arche-
ological resources of paramount interest. In drafting and imple-
menting the Interpretive Prospectus, Park Planners are urged to
take cognizance of the many historical resources possessing both
national and local significance.

122. Department of the Interior News Release, Nov. 1, 1968.

123. Ibid. 124 Ibid.
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VNVINOKW

CITY OR TOWN:

SEE

Crow Agency

STATE:

MONTANA

CODE

L DESCRIPTION =

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Big Horn County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Hardin

STATE

i
uoqIen
~u10H 319

CODE

TING SURVEYS

| MONTANA

TITLE OF SURVEY:

'Basic Data Study,

Big Horn Canyon National Recreation Area' |

DATE OF SURVEY: {3t Federal

[ Stote

] County [ Loecal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

OAHP

HIGWNN AML NI

| Pt —a
STREET AND NUMBER:

801 19th St., NW

JCITY OR TOWN:

:Washiqgton, D. D.

STATE:

C.

CODE

f

3lva

ATING ASN SAN 8404




CONDITION

(Check One)

] Excellent % Good [ Fair ] Deteriorated [C] Ruins [T} Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
] Altered [X Unaltered ] Moved [ Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The medicine stones may still be found, but the buffalo skulls from
which Dryhead received its name have been carried off.
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SEE

PERIOD {Check One or Move as Appropriste)
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(3 Pre-Columbian| [J 16th Century ‘@ 18t Century [J 20th Century
£1 15th Century 7] 17th Century g 19h Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known}

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Nore as Appropriate)

Abor iginal {7 Education 1 Politicat {3 Urban Planning
(R Prehistoric [ Engineering 7 Religion/Phi. [} Other (Specify}
[ Historic [ industry fosophy

[} Agriculture [ invention [ Science

1 Architecture [} Landscope 7 Sculpture

3 Art Architecture {73 Social/Human-

[ Commerce ] Literature itarian

[} Communications [ Mititory [J Theater

[1 Conservation 1 Music {1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[See p. 21, this study]

" Within and adjacent to the National Recreation Area are a number
of buffalo jumps. Several of these are located on Grapevine Creek,
which the Crow called, 'The Place Where Men Get Their Meat.' There
was an important buffalo jump at the junction of Dryhead and Hoodoo
Canyons. Dryhead received its name from the huge number of buffalo
skulls piled up by the Crow. As the pile grew, the area became known
as the place of Dry Skulls or Dry Heads. Unlike the buffalo jumps on
Grapevine, the one on Dryhead did not have the V-shaped line of barrier
rocks. The buffalo were stampeded over the cliff by mounted warriors.
Medicine Crow's aunt, on his maternal side, has participated in buffalo
hunts in which the jumps were used."
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in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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th ti 1P Service. Th ded X X
forth by the Nationa ark Servic e.recommen © Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Big Horn-Carbon Counties

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

common: Dryhead Buffdo Jump

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

On Tribal Land at the junction of Dryhead and Hoodoo Cagyons, |

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

SOURCE:

U.5.G.8.-- Dead Indiap Hill Quadrangle.
scare:  1:24.000
DATE: 964

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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COUN'T
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ounTY
Ej_g Horn-Carbon Counties
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

jcommon: Dryvhead Buffalo Jump

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

| On Tribal Tand at the junction of Dryhead apnd Hoodoo Canyons. |

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: X CODE |COUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

ODATE OF PHOTO:

PEGAT\VE FILED AT:

Tt i i hat : S S
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Big Horn

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

{Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

v

OMMON

Grapevine Buffalo Jumps

AND/OR MISTORIC: D) ace Where Men Get Their Meat,"

STREET AND NUMBER:

On Grapevine Watershed in Sections 6 & 7, Township 6 South,

—Mlﬁe_auaﬂ; and-Sections 1 & ]7’ Tnvmqh'ip 6f SOuth: Range 30 East,
1CiTY OR WN

STATE CoDE |COUNTY: CoDE
MON! Big Horn
[3. CLASSIFICATION T
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STAT
(Check One) OWNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
R District (] Building |([J Public Public Acquisition: 1 Occupied Yes:
Site ] Structure X Private {1 In Process ™ Unescugiad. [t Restricted
] Object [ Both [] Being Considered [ Preservation work bdl U::s_'”_c_ffi.
in progress O Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

&} Agricultural [ Government X Park {1 Transportation [J Comments
| 3 Commercial O industrial [C1 Private Residence [] Other (Specify)

] Educational [0 Military 1 Religious

[C] Entertainment [ Museum

[J Scientific

 OF PROPERTY

VER'S NAME: [
Fee Patent and Indian Allotments. 3
STREET AND NUMBER: z T
(@]
=
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE E
b=
[57 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: o I
o}
Big Horn County Courthouse. =S
STREET AND NUMBER: I ~
==B
, 3
CITY OR TOWN: STATE copE |B
_Hardin MONTANA
REPRESENTATIDN (W EXISTING SURVEYS . T
TITLE OF SURV’EY: g
"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area," § n
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 £] Federal ] State ] County 7] Local z %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: _—m g z
o
o wn
OAHP 305
STREET AND NUMBER: R4
o
801 19th St., NW Zz
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: cooE 1>
. o
Washington D.C. >
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CONDITION

{Check One)

[] Excelient &] Good ] Fair (] Deteriorated 7 Ruins {3 Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)

] Altered K] Unaltered ] Moved K1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

[ see p. 20, this study]

“In accordance with 01d Man Coyote's instructions, the Crow search-
ed out sites where there were box canyons and sandstone cliffs,
near good pasture. The Indians then piled up lines of rock or
brush, extending from a cliff toward the grazing ground. This
line of brush and stone might be almost a mile in length. There,
depending on the terrain, might be two lines of stone and brush
converging on the jump."

Lines of stones, known as medicine stones, can still be
seen converging on the jump.
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|

3 Pre-Columbian |
[T} 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriats)

{1 16th Century
3 17th Century

] 20th Century

[ 18th Century
X 19 Century

'SPECIFIC DATELS} (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal {J Education {1 Political £ Urban Planning
Prehistoric 3 Engineering {3 Religion/Phi- L3 Other (Specify)
k1 Historic [ industry fosophy

o] Agm [ Invention {1 Science

i} Architecture {7 Londscoape [ Sculpture

O An Architecture 1 Social/Human-

[} Commerce [J Literature itarian

{1 Communications 3 Military [ Theater

{1 Conservation {1 Music "] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[see pp. 20,21, this study]

"There are a number of Buffalc Jumps in and adjacent to the Bighorn Canyon
National Recreation Area., Joe Medicine Crow, tribal historian and anthropold
gist, has made a study of Buffalo Jumps.
'creator of the world and teacher of the people,’
ledge of how to hunt buffalo. This was before they left Devils Lake.

there were box canyons and sandstone cliffs, near good pasture, The Indians

{then piled up lines of rock or brush, extending from a cliff toward the grazs

ing ground. This line of brush and stone might be almost a mile in length.
There might be two lines of stone and brush converging on the jump, depend-
ing on the terrain.

"When all was ready, the medicine men took their stations at key points aloj
the barricade, while scouts attired in animal hides and horns attached to
their heads, eased the herd from the grazing ground toward the Jump. After
the buffalo had entered the rock-lined lanes, the hunters, who were crouching
behind the barricade, leaped to their feet, shouting and waving buffalo robes
The herd was stampeded over the cliff, and the animals either killed, or so
seriously crippled that they could be easily finished off.

"Moving in, the women and children killed the animals and cut them up.. Somsg
of the meat was eaten fresh, but most was preserved as pemmican. The hides
were tanned and used for clothing, for the covering of the tipi, shields for
warfare, thongs, etc. The bones of the buffalo were used as farming imple-
ments; the sinews as thread and b&hstrings; the horns as ladles and cups; and
the stomachs as bags for transporting water.

were more buffalo jumps in Montana than in the rest of the states combined.
He attributes this to the number of box canyons; the prevalence of sandstone
cliffs; the huge herds of buffalo; and the natural appetite of the Crow.

'Within and adjacent to the National Recreation area are a number of buffald
Humps. Several of these are located on Grapevine Creek, which the Crow callq
The Place Where Men Get Their Meat.' There was an important buffalo jump atf
the junction of Dryhead and Hoodoo Canyons. Dryhead received its name from
the huge number of buffalo skulls piled up by the Crow. As the pile grew, th
prea became known as the place of Dry Skulls or Dry Heads. Unlike the buffal
jumps on Grapevine, the one on Dryhead did not have the V-shaped line of bar-
rier rocks. The buffalo were stampeded over the cliff by mounted warriors.
Medicine Crow's aunt, on his maternal side, has participated in buffalo huntg
in which the jumps were used."

Tribal tradition has 01d Man Coyot
imparting to the Crow knows
In ac+
cordance with 01d Man Coyote's instructions, the Crow searched out sites wher

"According to Medicine Crow, who speaks with authority on the subject, therq
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1. Medicigtﬁuge Crow, Joe, personal interview with Edwin C. Bearss, July 25 & 29

a ’ . . a *
2. Be rss E C BaSiC D ta Study, Blgh-ottl Carlyon. Natiotlal :ReCrEatI-OIl Area

EOGRAPH?CA L DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TENM ACRES
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NE 450 20.45 .1070 56'58"
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PRij'ER;r

v
L 1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY COPE m
m
STATE: B CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE Z
wnn
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE b |
A
NAME AND TITLE:
Edwin C o
wWin Bearss . Historian
ORGANIZATION  pgs £ Hi “’""‘*““. . DATE -]
9 ice o 1§torz & Historic Architecture —
astern Service Center July 29, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER: o
4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW -
CITY OR TOWHN: STATE CODE wn
Washington ’ D,C,

" NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended X - - - -
X . Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
National (7] State [) Local [}
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title

Keeper of The National Register

Date Date l
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IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
Big Horn
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER idelia

AND/OR HISTORIC: M

Range 31 East: and Sections 1 & 12, Township 6 South, Range 30 East.

STREET AND NUMBER:  (n Grapevine Watershed in Sections 6 & 7, Township 6 South,

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE | COUNTY:

MONTANA Big Horn

CODE

U0.8.6.S.- Yellowtail Dam Quadrangle

scate: 1: 24,000

DATE: ;ngﬁq

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow. ’

3. lLatitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

DATE

AND/OR HIST

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

CODE |COUNTY:

CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,
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IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
y N
. NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
I . {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
z
o _ [common:
I . — AND/OR HISTORIC!
STREET AND NUM BER:
(&
l : CITY OR TOWN:
[+ 4
l’_ STATE: copE |COUNTY: CODE
' v
z
l w SCALE:; \
Ty,
w N
N [74)
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPRS
| l 1. Property broundaries where required.
} 2. North arrow. ]
| 3. Latitude and longitude reference.
|
| l
e e
| UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
I NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
COUNTY
‘ NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .
i Big Horn
| PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
i l wn (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
; pr4
I
1 - T e T .
i U STREET AND NUMBER: On Grapevine Watershed, in Sections 6 & 7, Township 6 South,
I - > 3—and Section
CITY OR TOWN:
o
- STATE: . coDE |COUNTY: CODE
' v ' —Alg Horn
— PHOTO CREDIT: Baa‘r'gs E c.
l DATE OF PHOTO: ]’111" ‘]q’ﬁq
LLi NEGATIVE FILED AT: -
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC
1. Line of Medicine Stones, 2. Joe Medicine Crow & Medicine Stones.
l 3. Buffalo Jump North side of Grapevine. 4. Grapevine Buffalo Jump.
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SEE

Farm 10-300
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries —~ complete applicable sections)

469 ]
STATE:
MONTANA
COUNTY:
Big Horn
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

C OMMON:

Pictograph Cave on Frozen-Leg Canyon

.| AND/CR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Leg Canyon, Section 22, Township 6 South, Range 30 Eas

i |

Off unimproved road to Frozen-Leg launching ramp, in Frozen-

STATE CopE |COUNTY: copE
MONTANA
3. CLASSIFICATION = T
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
: STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
[1 District ] Building 1 Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
K1 Site [ Structure |&] Private [ in Process Uneccupied Q_B_ff__'_’__f_'."‘_“‘
{ Object (] Both [J Being Considered [ Preservation work [} Unresfricted
in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{0 Agricultural ] Government O Pork ] Transportation (] Comments
] Commercial [ Industrial (] Private Residence [] Other (Specify)
(] Educational [ Military [ Religious
] Entertainment [ Museum

[ Scientific

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

i
OWNER'S N AME:

Yellowstone Development Corporation

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
Hardin

STATE: CODE

VNVINOW

MONTANA

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

S3LVLS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OQF DEEDS, ETC:

Big Horn County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CTITY OR TOWN:

‘Hardin

STATE CODE

diog STa—

FALNNMNOD

10N IN EXISTING SURVEYS

MONTANA

TITLE OF SURVEY:

"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area"

DATE OF SURVEY:  Tuly 1969 (X Federal

] Stote ] County {7 Locatl

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

OAHP

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 19th St., NW

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington,

CODE

HIGWNN ANMLINI

JLva
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CONDITION

(Check One)
] Excellent % Good [ Fair ] Deteriorated [C] Ruins [ Unexposed

(Check One) ({Check One)
7 Altered E Unaltered ] Moved (X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

[see p. 21, this study]

"Within the boundary of the National Recreation Area, but on
deeded land, is a cave with pictographs that may date back 1,000
years. There are five picture panels. The largest containing
many figures in yellow-ochre and reddish black is 25 feet long
by six feet high. What the figures, some human, some animal, and
some a composite, are meant to represent is debatable. Many have
horned headdresses; some have three-fingered hands; others have
what one observer calls feathers and the next insists are elong-
ated floppy ears. There are handprints and smears."

I
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

K] Pre-Columbian | {] 16th Centyry 18th Century 7} 20th Century
3 15th Century [} 17th Century 1 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{1 Urban Planning

Abor iginal [0 Education [ Political
{} Prehistoric [} Engineering [ Religion/Phi- 3 Other (Specify)
{1 Histeric [} Industry losophy

[ Agriculture [3 invention [J Science

{71 Architecture {1 Londscape [J Sculpture

] Ast Architecture 3 Social/Human-

{1 Commerce [0 Literature itarian

1 Communications ] Milisary {1 Theater

] Conservation [} Music [] Trensportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[see p. 21, this study]

n

Dr. Carling I. Malouf, anthropologist at the University of
Montana, has visited the cave. He found points of resemblance with
designs made by the Flathead of northwestern Montana. But there
were some drawings similar to the Frémont culture, Malouf was un-
able positively to date the pictographs. Some, he said, may be of
recent origin, perhaps 200 years, while others could be as much as
1600."
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Edwin C. Bearss, Historian 0
ORGANIZATION DATE -—f
Office of History & Historic Architecture-ESC —_
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4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW -
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Washington D.C.
E LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION = § "  NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
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forth by the Nationa ark Service ¢ recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State [] Local [}
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title

Keeper of The National Register
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BTATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coUNTY
Big Horn
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
| . . .
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| - .
| RS R B
} o comvon: Pjctograph Cave on Frozenel eg Canyon
y — JAND/OR HISTORIC:
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; 8 STREET AND NUMBER: 0ff unimproved road to Frozen-~Leg launching ramp, in Frozen-
| Le a n 30 East.
| = CITY OR TOWN: i
‘ oz
| [ STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
v MONTANA ] Bi
>
SOURCE:
- U.5.G.S.~Grapevine Dome Quadrangle
w SCALE: 1: 24 ‘000
w DATE: 1964
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
| OUNTY
; NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
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| wn (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER oatE
| z
! o  [SgpiMON:
} — m ISTORIC:
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* STREET AND NUN
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| 2 CITY OR TOWN:
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w sCALE: ﬁ\
w DATE: Ty
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1. Property broundaries where required.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM

{Type all entries ~ complete applicable sections)
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STATE:
MONTANA
COUNTY:
Big Hornm
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Hgodoo Creek Pictograph

AND/OR HISTORIC:

The Hoodoo

RTi0}

STREET AND NUMBER;:

dirt road to Dryhead Ranch, in Sections 27 & 28, Township 6 South,

On East side of Hoodoo Creek,

several hundred Feet south of

CITY OR TOWN:

Range 29, East.

STATE copeE [COUNTY: CODE
MONTANA Big Horn
[37 cLASSIFIEATION ~
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) NERSHI TO THE PUBLIC
] District ] Building ] Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
J0 site 1 Structure 3 Private [J tn Process {3 Unoccupied L3 Restricted
(B Object {1 Both [J Being Considered {0 Preservation work X Unrestricted
x Tribal. in progress [ Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{71 Agricultural ] Government [ Park [C1 Transportation [[] Comments
[T] Commercial {1 Industrial [} Privote Residence [} Other (Specity)
[ Educeotional 1 Military Religious
[ Entertainment ] Museum ] Scientific

oy

OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME:

Crow Tribal Council

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Crow Agency

STATE:

MONTANA

CODE

O OF

[ BESCRIFTION

(31VLS

COWRTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Big Horn County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

w10y 871d| VNVINOW

CITY OR TOWN:

Hardin

STATE CODE

FALNNOD

MONTANA

JON N EXJSTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon

National Recreation Area'

DATE OF SURVEY:

July 1969 Lt Federal

] State

] County {7 Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

QAHP

[€1TY OorR TOWN:

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 1911 -

Washington

STATE: CCDE

HIEBWNN AHLNI

ILva

ATINO 3SN SIN 304




(Check One)
| K1 Excellent O Good [J Fair [ Deteriorated

CONDITION

{1 Ruins [ Unexposed

(Check One)
) Altered {3t Unaltered

[J Moved

(Check One)
[R Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hoodoo Creek Pictograph is a face painted on a rock

overlooking Hoodoo Creek,
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Approprisate)

{1 Pre-Columbian | [} 16th Century [} 18th Century [TJ 20th Century
] 15th Century Xl 17th Century 1 19th Century

BN & g

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Knpown)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [J Education [3 Political {1 Urban Planning
Ecl Prehistoric {} Engineering K] Religion/Phi.- {3 Other (Specity)
(] Historie [} industry losophy

[} Agricubture [ tnvention [J Science

[ ] Architecture ] Londscape [} Sculpture

] An Architecture [} Seciol/Human-

1 Commerce [J Literature itarian

{1 Communications 1 Mitisary ] Theater

[} Conservation ] Mosic {1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Hoodoo Creek is named for a pictograph of a face painted on a
rock overlooking the stream. The Crow believe that it is unwise
to look at this pictograph. If a person looks at the face and

sees a frown, his medicine will be bad and ill-fortune will dog
him,

Woe Medicine Crow recalled that several years ago, he and a
white companion were traveling through the area, and he told his

like to see it. Medicine Crow sought to dissuade him. The white
man discounted the story as an Indian superstition. Medicine

to the site. The face frowned, and they departed. Motoring on,
they started for Camp 4. While en route, their vehicle struck a
rock and knocked the bottom out of the oil pan. Stranded, they
returned to Tschargi's line camp and spent the night."

friend about the Hoodoo Pictograph. His friend said that he would

Crow remonstrated, but finally yielded and accompanied his friend,

[ see p. 22, this study]
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1. Medicine Crow, Joe, Personal Interview with Edwin C. Bearss, July 29, 1969|

2. Bearss, E. C., "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area,|
Washington, 1970.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA .
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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NW ° ‘ i ° ' ” 45° 17 ° 077 | 108° Q9 ° 05”7
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SE Q » " o , ”
SW o 4 » (-] ’ »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF MOMINATED PROPERTY:
wn
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: copE | counTy CODE m
. m
STATE: | cope | counTy: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

FORM PREPAREDBY

NAME AND TITLE:

Edwin C. Bearss, Historian

SNOITL1LI2NYyLSNI
N BN aE e

ORGANIZATIONMN DATE
Office of History and Historic Architecture-ESC July 30, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:
4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Washington D.C.
E LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION " "l -~ NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designavted State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Naticnal Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National [T} State [ Local [
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title

Keeper of The National Register

SO NEp—

Date Date
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IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Big Horn
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

"On East side of Hoodoo Creek, several hundred feet south of
dirt road to Dryhead Ranch, in Sections 27 & 28, Township 6 South. Range 29

CITY OR TOWN: East
.

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

MONTANA Big Horn

INSTRUCTIONS

RCE U.5.G.5.-Horse Coulee Quadrangle

scate 1: 24,000

DATE: 1964

TO BE INCLUDED ON At.L MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES cOuNTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclase with photograph)

STREET AND NUMBE

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: . coDE |counTyY: copE

RORRREBSE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE T
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
TY
l NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coun
Big Horn
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
1 T all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DAYE
| “ ype
\
| =z
| o ,
‘ l - AND/OR HISTS
B
STREET AND NUM BER:
| O
! l : CITY OR TOWN:
[+ 4
F" STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
l v
z
f— "4\3.‘_}?&
e
w SCALE: :‘”lx&“
l w DATE: o
R (Y]
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPRS
i I 1. Property broundaries where required. ‘«:,1‘
| 2. North arrow. : oy
3. Latitude and longitude reference. \
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Big Horn

»

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

PHOTO CREDIT:

l v {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
- e
© common: Hoodoo Creek Pictograph
' _— AND/OR HISTORIC:
U SsTREET AND NUMBER: Eagst side of Hoodoo Creek, several hundred feet south of
- dirt road to Dryhead Ranch, in Sections 27 & 28, Township 6 South,
CITY OR TOWN: Range 29 East.
[+ 4
| ) STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
l o MONTANA __Big Horn
Z B R

DATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

NO PHOTOGRAPHS
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Form 10-300
{July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REG!STER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

AQH‘

STATE:

MONTANA
COUNTY:

Big Horn

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

C OMMON:

Hayfield Fight Site

AND/QR HISTORIC!

CITY OR TOWN:

STREET AND NUMBER:

On west gide of War Man Creek, several hundred yards north

lof Hardin-Fort C, F, Smith road, in Section 2, Township 6 South, Range 31 Eagt,

STATE

CODE

COUNTY:

CODE

Big Horn

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
T OW P STAT
(Check One) NERSHI us TO THE PUBLIC
{1 District (1 Building [J Public Public Acquisition: {1 Gccupied Yes:
X} Site ] Structure Private {1 In Process {7} Unoccupied &l Restricted
] Objsct [0 Both [ Being Considered [ Preservation work| — Unrestricted
in progress 00 Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More s Appropriate)
K] Agricultura) ) Government 3 Park {3 Transportation [[] Comments
{0 Commercial O Industrial {71 Privote Residence [7) Other (Specity)
[ Educational ] Military [ Religious
[T] Entertainment ] Museum

3 Scientific

|\ N ., .

OWNER'S NAME: [
-
>
Fee Patent m
STREET AND NUMBER: =z
Q
Z
CITY OR TOWN:. STATE: CODE ;
2
e
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DiEEDS,J ETc P
o
Big Horn Courthouse > s
STREET AND NUMBER:! -<i
-
(o}
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE g
MONTANA
z
Basic Data Study, "Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area" 3
Ry
DATE OF SURVEY: Jyly 1969 §] Federal {7 State [ County (] Local ; ;’,
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: clz
v
OAHP nlc
STREET AND NUMBER: & &
o
801 19th St., NW z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE _’:
{ g
Washington D. C. >
m




CONDITION

{0 Excellent [ Good {3J Fair

[ZJ Deteriorated

3 Ruins [J Unexposed

(Check One)
X Altered - [J Unaltered

[J Moved

(Check One)
R Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

site of the corral can be pinpointed.

The corral has disappeared along with the hayfields. The construc-
tion of the Bighorn Ditch at the turn of the century has so changed the
topography of the immediate area that it is doubtful whether the exact

The construction of the ditch

served to divert War Man Creek, and north of the ditch it no longer fol-

lows

the course it did in 1867.
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PERIOD (Check One or Move as Appropriate)

3 18th Century {1 20th Century

X '194h Century

‘[ Pre-Columbian |
{71 15th Century

3 16th Century
[ 17th Century

‘SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [1 Education C1 Political (3 Urban Plonning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering [0 Religion/Phi. [J Other (Specity)
] Historic [ industry tosophy

[1 Agriculture 3 invention {71 Science

[ Aschitecture [ Landscope ] Sculpture

[ An Architacture [ Secial/Human-

[ Commerce - O Lherature itarion

[} Communications B Military {3 Theater

[[] Conservation 0 ;;;.,_g 3 Trensportation
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"®

=

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[ see p. 226, this study]

Here on August 1, 1867, a small detachment of soldiers and armed
civilians repulsed an attack by an overwhelming force of Sioux and
their allies. ’

"The Hayfield Fight, like the Wagon Box Fight near Fort Phil
Kearny the next day, was a victory for the army. In both engage~
ments, the Sioux and their allies sought to isolate and destroy small
details from the forts. After mopping up these detachments, they
would move against the forts themselves. 1In each instance the whites,
armed with new breach-~loaders, fought from behind barricades and in-

flicted such heavy losses on the redmen as to discourage attacks on
the forts.

"Captain Burrowes, in commenting on the Hayfield Fight, reported:

The new breech-loading musket gave the men an opportunity

to fire much more rapidly when the occasion demanded and

with less exposure of the person than the Springfield rifle,
whilst the superiority of the sight gives more accuracy to

the aim. The confidence which it gives the men from the rapidity
with which it can be fired and the telling effect of the shot tends
to keep them calm, composed and confident under fire.
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1. Lockhart, James D., Life and Adventures -of a Drummer Boy, Albany, 1893.

2. David, Robert B., Finn Burnett, Frontierseman, Glendale, 1937.

3. Applergan, Roy E., "Action on the Bozeman Trail, 1866-67," Great Western
Iddian Fights, New York, 1960.

4. Bearss, E. C., "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area,
Washington, 1970.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUD

N

NGITUDE COORDIN

1]

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE ) LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° y 0 ' . 450 20 « | 107 52+ 20~
NE ° ’ ° ' "
SE ° v ] ’ »
SM 4 Q . o » -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CcoODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CcoDE

N

AME AND TITLE:
Edwin C. Bearss, Historian

B

ORGANIZATION

Office of History and Historic Architecture -ESC

DATE

July 26, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

R: )
4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW.

CITY OR TOWN: .
Washington

STATE

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
B89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [7] State [] Local (]

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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'Form 10301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES GounTY
Big Horn
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

SOURCE:

E

(Type all entries - attach to or snclose with map)

COMMON:
D/OR

STREET AND NUMBER! On west side of War Man Creek, several hundred yards north

CITY OR TOWN: . East
)

STATE: | copE COUNTY: CODE

Big’ Horn

U.S.G.S.-Mountain Pocket Creek Quadrangle
scate:  1: 24,000

DATE!:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrew.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE )
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

————— o

COMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

PHOTO CRED!T:

DATE OF PHOTO:

PEGATIVE FILED AT: .

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, |
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE +
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy
‘ PROPERTY MAP FORM

I FOR NPS USE ONLY
2]

. ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

AND/OR HIST

FeTrrTT———

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE: cOpDE [SOUNTY: CODE

— 1” N R T*;NT ol st T P,

SCALE: ) T
DATE: : \

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

i UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE , MONTANA
‘ NATIONAL REGISTER GF HiSTORIC PLACES counTY
| Big Horn
| PROPERTY PHOCTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
| (Type all entries - attach to or enciose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

COMMON::

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:  (Opn west side of Wer Man Creek, several hundred yards north

of Hardin-Fort C. F, Smith rosd, in Section 2, Township 6 South, Range 31 |

CITY OR TOWN: East.

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

Bearss, E.
DATE OF PHOTO: Ju]_y 1939

EGATIVE FILED AT: |

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

1. View of Monument at Hayfield Fight Site erected by Dr. Hebard.
2, View of corral site from bluff, looking northeast, site of corral encirg¢led,
3, View of corral site from bluff, looking northeast, site of corral encirgled.
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
. COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Big Horn
' INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries ~ complete applicable sections)

COMMON:

Fort C. F. Smith

AND/OR HISTORIC:

tween Sectiong 15 & 16, Township 6 South, Range 31 East.

STREET ANONUMSER: 1 500 feet north of Hardin-Fort C.F. Smith road, on line be-

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODRE [COUNTY: COoDE

MONTANA
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
© OWNER STATUS
(Check One) NERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
[C] District [ Building 3 Public Public Acquisition: [J Occupied Yes:
K] Site {3 Structure Private (O In Process Tk Unoccupied a R“"ic“_d
(O] Object Kl Both (O] Being Considered (0 Preservation work 0 Ua reted
X Tribal in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
X Agricultural ] Government [ Park (O Transportation (] Comments
J Commercial ] Industrial {71 Privete Residence [T] Other (Specity)
[ Educational [0 Military 1 Religious

[ Entertainment [:} Museum [ Scientific

Crow Tribal Council and Deeded.

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:. STATE: CODE

Crow Agency : MONTANA

VNVINOK

:31vls

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS', ETC:
Big Horn County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Tq
tALNNOD

uiog

Hardin MONTANA

T|"|"LE»°F SURVEY:
'Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area"

|DATE OF SURVEY: _ £1 Federal [ State ] County [ Local
DEFPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: '

STREET AND NUMBER:

HIGWNN ANINT

ATINO 35N SAN d04

[CITY OR TowN: STATE: COoDE
_Washington D.C. —
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CONDITION

(Check One)
] Excellent [3J Goed O Fair 1 Deteriorated & Ruins [0 Unexposed
¢(Check One) {Check One)}
(O Altered K] Unaltered 1 Moved (3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally Fort C. F. Smith was a log and adcbe fort, 330 feet
square. It was enclosed, with bastions at the northwest and south-

west angles. A number of outbuildings were located outside the
stockade.

The only surface remains of the fort are mounds of earth indi-
cating the location of the adobe structures, and depressions pin-
pointing sites of other features. While Yellowtail Dam was under
construction, the area was extensively pot-hunted.




PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropeiate)
[} Pre-Columbien} i} 6th Century [ 18th Century {3 20th Century
3 15th Century {1 17th Century 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE {Check Oune or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginel {1 Eduvcation (] Politicat £ Urban Plonning
[ Prebistoric [ Enginesring [ Religion/Phi. ] Other (Specity)
[] Historic 1 Industry losophy

[ Agriculture 1 Invention [ Science

{1 Acchitecture ] Londscope [T} Sculpture

0O An Architecture [Z1 Social/Human-

[} Commerce ] Lireroture itarien

[J Communications R Militory 1 Theoter

{1 Conservation 0 m— [[] Transportation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort C. F. Smith was one of three forts established by the United States
to protect traffic over the Bozeman Trail, and it was the most isolated of
the three, ‘

"The war fought by the United States Army against the Sioux and
thelr allies in 1866-1868 for control of the Bozeman Trail, was im-
portant in the western expansion of our country. Precipitated by
the construction of forts to protect the trail and emigrants en
route to western Montana, the war was terminated by a temporary
retreat by the United States. At Fort Laramie in April 1868, the
United States, for the first time, failed to force its will on the
Indians and make them accept its terms. The final settlement with
the Sioux and their allies would be postponed until 1876-1877, after
the government had been compelled to acknowledge the failure of its
peace policy. That the United States failed to prevail in the Red
Cloud War is forgotten by most of today's historians and journal-~
ists in writing of our troubles in Korea and Vietnam."
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Washington, 1970.

1. Lockhart, James D., Life and Adventures of a Drummer Boy, Albany, 1893.
2. David, Robert B., Finn Burmett, Frontieraman, Glendale, 1937.

3. Mattes, Merrill J., Indiane, Infants, and Infantry: Andrew and Elizabeth
Burt on the Frontier, Denver, 1560.

4. Bearss, E. C., "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area,
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORODINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEM ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW -] * » o ¥ - 450 19- 02- I3 ”
e . , . . _ ) 107 54" 30
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

STATE: CODE COUNTY:! CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Edwin C. Bearss, Historian

ORGANIZATION

Office of History & Historic Architecture, ESC

DATE

July 27, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE

CODE

C.

[AL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that.it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

O Local [

National State (]

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(uly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Big Horn
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Fort C. F. Smith

AND/OR HISTORIC:

...... ‘ o AT

,500 feet north of Hardin-Fort C. F, Smith road, on the line
i 16, Townghip & South, Range 31 Easgt.

1

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: coor |COUNTY: CODE

_MONTANA Big Horn

© U.5.6.5.-Yellowtail Dam, Quadrangle.

scace: 1:24,000
DATE: 1964

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Lotitude and longitude reference.
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NATIONAL PARK $ERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER ODATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

AND/OR HIST

REET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE: conE JCOUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO: ‘ \

NEGATIVE FILED AT: .
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(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC FLACES couNTY
Big Horn
' PROPERTY MAP FO® FOR NPS USE ONLY

}- (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NuMeER DATE
|

COMMON:

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE: S f cope |COUNTY: CODE

SCALE: : x

TO PE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries whers required.
2. Morth arrew.
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3. Latitude and longitude referance.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ) ) - MONTANA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
Big Horn
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORK FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photogiaph) SRTRY NUmMBER DATE

common:  Fort €, F. Smith

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

1,500 feet novth of Hardin-Fars . F. Swith road, on line betwyeen
CITY ORTOWN: Sections 15 & 16, Township 6 South, Range 31 East.

STATE: MONTANA 4&1(‘;&5@1\':318; Horn CODE

PHOTO CREDIT: Beﬁr_s&= E. C.

DATE ofF pHoTO:  Tulv 1969
PEGATIVE FILED AT: .

- R, (R .

- A. Looking Southwest scross vemaing of Fort C. F. Smith toward the
Backbone, community o¢f Fort C. ¥. Smith in background.
I B, Looking southwesst acress vewziae of Fori 5. F. Smith toward
Big Hill and VWer Mau Creek,
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orm 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
{July 1969) " NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WYOMING
. COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Big Horn
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries ~ complete applicable sections)

" Kane Cemetery

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANDNUMBER: On improved gravel road, at northeast corner of Section 32,
Yesat.

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE : CODE |[COUNTY: CODE

CATEGORY : ACCESSIBLE
’ STAT
{Check One) OWNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
[0 Distriet (1 Building Public Public Acquisition: {7 Occupied Yes:
K] Site J Structurs  [[ Privote {3 !n Process [ Unoccupied (0 Restricted
[ Object {0 Both {7} Being Considered ) Pressrvation work ¥ Unrestricted
in progress [ Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricuftural {3 Government {3 Park [ Transportation {1 Comments
] Commercial O industrial [0 Private Residence ) Other (Specity)

] Edueational 3 Military T Religious . . —x Active Cemetery

(T} Entertainment [ Museum [ Scientific

Public Qumership

STREET AND NUMBER:

CiTY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Basin

ONIWOAM

‘2ivis

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

R%-HDI.D..CQJJ.D.Z;L_CD.HI_LI:LQMBL
STREET AND NUMBER: ’ .

CiTY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

uioy 219

FALNNOD

Basin WYOMING

TITLE OF SURVEY:

"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area'

DATE OF SURVEY:  ]10{0 £ Federal (C] State {1 County ] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

OAHP

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 19th St., NW

HIGWNN AHINT

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: cobE

-‘- BN AR R SN R TENR OENE{ (NS

Washington D. C.
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{Check One)
[ Excelient B Geod [ Fair [ Detericrated

) Ruins O Unexposed

CONDITION

{Check Ons)
] Altered (R Uneltered

{71 Moved

(Check One)
Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

for 55 years there was a town of Kane.

The Kane Cemetery is located on a sagebrush-covered flat near the Bighorn
Reservoir. It ig still active and the inscriptions on the stones give an in-
pight into the history of Kane and many of the people who lived, worked, and
Hied there. So it will be all that is left to remind future generations that
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INSTRUCTIONS,

L
SEE

PERICD (Check One or Nore as Appropriate)
[0 Pre-Columbien| ] 16th Century {3 18th Century 20th Century
[ 15th Century {3 17th Century ] 19th Century

‘SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [] Education {71 Political {3 Urban Planning
] Prehistoric ] Engineering [ Religion/Phi. [C] Other (Specity)
[ Historic [ industry josophy

B Agriculiure [ invention D Science

{1 Architecture [0 Londscape {0 Sculpture

O] At Architecture [] Secial/Human-

[[] Commerce [ Literaturs itarian

[} Communications O Militory [ Theater

1) Conservation ] Music [J Trensportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[ see p. 407, this study]

"From 1910 until 1965 Kane was the trading center for ranchers and
homesteaders of the Dryhead and Crooked Creek Country. Kane, during
its most prosperous years, boasted a bank, hotel, two general stores,
a poolhall, dancehall, postoffice, school, and depot. For many years,
the only public crossing of the Bighorn between Greybull and the Canyon
was the Kane Ferry. In the 1930s the Dayton-Kane Road was built across
the Bighorns. A highway bridge was erected and the Kane Ferry went out
of business. To take advantage of the tourist trade several service statio
and a motel were opened, but Kane failed to boom.

"In 1965, with the completion of the Yellowtail Dam, the town's end was
at hand. Surveys had shown that Kane,. during periods when the storage
capacity of the Bighorn Reservoir was at its maximum, would be partially
inundated. The Bureau of Reclamatlon accordingly bought the land, and
those owners who wished moved their buildings to new locations. Unlike
many towns destroyed by construction of dams, no effort was made to re-
establish Kane at a new site,

"The Kane Cemetery has survived the town."

s




Washington, 1970.

2. Bearss, Edwin C.,"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Ar

1. Scott, Bill, Pioneers of the Big Horn, Denver, 1966.

‘_,EGGRAFHlCAL 9ATA . S CoddER L e e R -
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGI TUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDRE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Deagrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW S ° T 44° 52" 10 " |108 ° ’ "
e . ) : , ) 0" |10 12" 30
SE o ’ - o ’ »
sW | ) : . ° . .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CoODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE

NAME AND TITLE

ORGANIZATION

Edwin C. Bearss, Historian

Office of History & Historic Architecture-ESC

DATE

July 27, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

e G

Washington

ONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

O State [ Local [

National

Name

Title

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WYOMING
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
: Big Horn
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

COMMON e IV

AND/OR HISTORIC:

€ITY OR TOWN:  Toymship 57 North, Range 94 West.

STATE: CoDE |COUNTY:

CODE

U,5.G.S.~ Natural Trap Cave Quadrangle.

scate: 1:24,000

DATE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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INSTRUCTIONS

 SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

DATE

TR

COMgEN:

AND/OR

TREET AND NUMB

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT: .

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION,
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

-
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STATE

COUNTY

Hoxrn

FOR NPS USE ONLY

. ENTRY NUMBER
- (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) Ny DATE
|
‘ z
} o COMM
L — AND/OR HI
j -
| STREET AND NUM BER
} O
1 > CITY OR TOWN:
{ o
| - STATE: ) CODE |COUNTY: CODE
{ )
| z SOURCE:
| —
|
| w SCALE
| [15]
| (Ve ]
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

— e

STATE

WYOMING

COUNTY

Big Horn

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
z
o
— AND/OR HISTORIC:
| -
| (@) STREET ANDNUMBER: On improved gravel road, .at the northeast corner of Section 3P
) mm&m
[« 4
- STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
n Big Horn
pr 4
— PHOTO CRED!T: E. C. Bearss
OATE OF PHOTO: l‘ll]y 1959

E

NEGATIVE FILED AT: |
Eastern Service Center

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC

Kane Cemetery.

=™

Both views looking from southeast to northwest across
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PRETTY EAGLE AND HOLE~IN~THE-~ROCK VISION QUEST SITES

NOMINATION MAPS
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Form 10-300
(duly 1969}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

535

STATE!:

feounTY:

Big Horn

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

Pret

AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2. LOCATION

STR‘EE—T A‘ND h;LﬁMBERlT
overlooking the
igdeonQuea S

ite is ohgnﬁgige edtﬁri al la

n-the-Rock

STATE CODE |COUNTY: cobE
» MONTANA Big Horn
[3. CLASSIFICATION = T T T
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
- OW STATUS
(Check One) NERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
1 District ] Building ] Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
{3 site R Structure [ Private {1 In Process Unoccupied (] Restricred
[C] Object 1 Both {0 Being Considered (] Preservation work k1 Unrestricted
x Tribal in progress |0 Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
K1 Agricultural (1] Government A Park [ Transportation [ Comments
[ Commercisl 1 Industrial (] Private Residence [T] Other (specity)
{1 Educational [ Military ] Religious
T} Entertoinment (1 Museum 1 Scientific
F$. OWNER OF PROPERTY L oo
OWNER'S NAME: Iy
g 3
Crow Tribal Council Z A
STREET AND NUMBER: E m
S
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE: CODE
l _____Crow Agemcy MONTANA
LOCATION O ESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 5
: E’d 5
Big Horn County Courthouse- ;S
STREET AND NUMBER: e 3
T <
5 =
al
l CITY OR TOWN: STATE cope [P
Hardin MONTANA
l TITLE OF SURVEY: g
"~ "'Basic Data Study ”' : " 3| =
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 [;'-F»a'd.rol [J State ] County ] toca! ; 2
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: g z
o
OAHP nle
STREET AND NUMBER: 2 @
801 19th St., NW g
l CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE T
Washington D, C. >
2
m




CONDITION

. .(.‘Ehock One)
] Excellent (¥ Good 1 Fair 1 Deteriarated ] Ruins 3 Unexposed

(Check One)
[ Altered Gl Unaltered

{Check One)
3 Moved Original Site

to

feet apart.
the other has been vandalized.

"Within the Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area there are several
vision quest sites. At Hole-in-the-Rock are two quest sites, about 50
The one nearest the canyon appears to be undisturbed, whille
The well-preserved one consists of an
oval-shaped enclosure of rocks, piled to a height of about one foot.
From these sites, one is able to look down into the canyon.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

[ see p. 13, this study]

'On a point overlooking the confluence of Bighorn and Black Canvons

him and gave him his medicine."

is the quest site used by Chief Pretty Eagle. Here, inside the rock
oval overlooking the wild canyons, he fasted until a pretty eagle spokq

m

L II‘II’IIII B N S NaR NN .S




237 ]

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbian| {1 16th Century 18th Century ) 20th Century
{1 15¢th Century 1 17th Century R 19th Century

‘SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [] Education ) Political {0 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric (] Engineering K] Religion/Phi- [} Other (Specify)
[ Historic [ industry W

1 Agriculture [[] Invention [ Science

{3 Architecture [[] Londscope 3 Sculpture

] At Architecture [} Seciol/Human-

] Commerce {0 Literature itarian

[J Communications [ Militery [J Theater

{7} Conservation {3 Music [ Transportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[ see pp. 12-13, this study]

"The boys of the tribe listened for hours to stories of the deeds
of brave warriors. They were taught to run, swim, wrestle, hunt,
and ride. They learned the secrets of nature. Finally, as they
approached puberty they were taught to be warriors. But before be-
coming a warrior, a boy must seek a vision and find his "medicine,"
those spirit helpers who protected and aided the warriors of the plains/{

"When the boy was ready to make his vision quest, he went alone into
the mountains. Popular quest sites for the Crow were in the Bighorn,
Crazy, Pryor, and Wind River Mountains. Here the boy would take a
sweat-bath, select a spot overlooking a canyon or cliff, and erect
an oval-shaped rock enclosure. The rocks would be piled one on another
until they reached a height of one. foot or more. He would then take
position inside the oval, and continue his fast that had commenced on
his departure from the village. He would remain inside the oval until
he had a vision and found his medicine.

"According to Joe Medicine Crow, his grandfather, Medicine Crow,
went on three vision quests. For his first quest he chose a peak in
the Crazy Mountains. His second quest occurred in the Pryor Mountains,
on 'the sacred tribal fasting grounds' overlooking the Bighorn Canyon.
The site of his third quest is clouded by time. Because of his visions,
which came to pass, his people revered him 'as a visionary type of medi-

cine man.' Medicine Crow saw 'something black with round legs puffing
smoke and pulling box-like objects behind it coming down the valley of
the Greasy Grass (Little Bighorn).' This was 30 years before the track

of the Big Horn Southern Railroad reached Crow Agency in 1895."
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Washington, 1970.

1. Medicine Crow, Joe, personal interview with Edwin C. Bearss, July 25, 1969
2. Conner, Stuart W., Archaeological Site Report 24CB411l,

3. Bearss, E. C., "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area,§

GEQGRAPHICAL DATA -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAM TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degreses Minutes Seconds { Degress Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ] » -] » » B
NE o . - o , . Pretty Eagle |/ Pretty Eagle
SE o . . o . . 45°  16' 45" | 107° 59" 41"
, i Hole~in-the-Rock
SW 2 d d - ' d LES TaT CW 11 BNV Y-Y- M- v M | I
ek e g L7 EavEe] jvje} juje)

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST AlLL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Edwin C. Bearss, Historian

Washin&fon

orsanizatTion  Office of History and Historic Architecture |PATE
‘ Eastern Service Center July 29, 19
STREET AND NUMBER:
4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CoDE

D. C.

ATSON OFFICER CERTIE

IONAL REGISTER VERIFIC)

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National (7] State [} Local (7]

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
| NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
Big Horn
l X PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY nUMBER DATE

o common: Pretty Eagle and Hole-in-the-Rock Vigion Quest Sites

AND/OR HISTORIC:

. i
8 STREET AND NUMBER: The prettv Eagle Vision Quest Site is on unsurveyed tribal land,
: ‘overlooking the junction of Black and Bighorn Canyons.//The Hole-in-the-Rock

=) CITY OR TOWN: Vigion Quest Sites on unsurveyed s =
o north of Carbon County line, overlooking Bighorn Canyonl
'_ STATE: . CODE COUNTY: CODE
P MONTANA u Big Horn
- : ENCE B e e ‘ .
— Pretty Eagle Site Hole-in-the~Rock Site

U.S.G.S. Yellowtail Dam Quadrangle . Little Finger Ridge Quadrangle |

w SCALE:  1.24.000 1:24,000
4 - 1964

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
‘ couU
l NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
l v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photagraph) SRTRY MuMBER DATE
o
— AND/OR HISTR
= & LOCATION:
(®
l = CITY OR TOWN:
54
[ o STATE: jcounTy: cope
w
z
— PHOTO CREDIT:
l DATE OF PHOTO:
. : NEGATIVE FILED AT: .
[Y4] RN, SRR T I,
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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{Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIGR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DaTE

'5T°R‘°‘

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE: COpE [COUNTY:

CODE

SOURCE:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

INSTRUCTIONS

E

S

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE C MONTANA

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |0
Big Haorn

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

DATE

jeommon: Pretty Eagle and HoLe—m—the—Rock Vision Quest Sites

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER: Thea Prettg E?géia li('Slo geﬁg Siae is on n% rVﬁ id

ﬂxeilooﬁlng gg gunctlo é an
ciry or Town: ne, overlooking Bighorn yon.

STATE: copgE |COUNTY:

MONTANA Big Horn

CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO!

NEGATIVE FILED AT: -

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

‘NO PHOTOGRAPHS
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FORT C. F, SMITH MEDICINE WHEEL

NOMINATION MAP PHOTOGRAPHS
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Fovlm ;g;:;oo UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July ) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Rie Hor
[+ orn
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM g FOR'NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
i1 N
COMMON:
Fort C, F. Smith Medicine Wheel
AND/OR HISTORIC:
STREET AND NUMBER: 000 feet north of Hardin—Fort C F Smith road on ed%e of
bluff, on line befween Sections 10 & 11, Township 6 North, Range 31 Eas
CITY OR TOWN:
STATE CODE COUNTY: COoDE
MONTANA — Big Horn
{3 CLASSIFICATION L T T T
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
[ District [ Building (T Public Public Acquisition: (] Occupied Yes:
M Site K] Structure Il Private 3 tn Process Unoccupied Restricted
[T} Object ] Both [ Being Considered ] Preservation work 0] Oarestricted

N NN B FEE ET BECENON N NN BN EE e

in progress

3 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

X Agricuitural {J Government ™) Park (7] Transportation [J Comments
[T Commercial ] Industrial ] Private Residence [7] Other (Specify)
{71 Educational [ Military 7] Religious
7] Entertainment ] Museum (7] Scientific
= P/
. >
Fee Patent & Indian Allotment Z o
STREET AND NUMBER: g n
>
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEIEDS ETC: .‘:bd P
o}
o
Big Horn County Courthouse R S
STREET AND NUMBER: o 3
5
(]
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Hardin . MONTANA
TITLE OF SURVEY: m
"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area" =
DATE OF SURVEY:" July 1969 K] Federal (] State 7] County {7} Local ; %
BDEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: clz
o
STREET AND NUMBER: a @
801 19th Street NW 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE i
. | A
Washington D, C. >
a3
m




CONDITION

(Check One)
[[] Excellent (3 Good {3 Fair [ Deteriorated {1 Ruins {J Unexposed

(Check Ona) (Check One)
Altered Unaitered ’ iginal Sit
L] Alters & bl 3 Moved & Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANCE

The Fort C. F., Smith Medicine Wheel is much smaller than its

better known counterpart on Medicine Mountain. It is located on
the bluff line, overlooking the Bighorn Valley, and its six spokes
and rim are composed of rocks placed there by Scarface.
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PERIOD (Check Ons or More as Appropriate,
[} Pre-Columbian! {71 16th Century {1 18th Century {3 20th Century
3 15th Century [ 17th Century B 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

- T e o e g

Abor iginal [} Education 0 Politicel {J Urban Planning
] Prehistoric [} Engineering {1 Religion/Phi. [T} Other (Specity)
Historic [ industry losophy

{3 Agriculture (O] invention ] Science

{7} Architecture ] Loandscape [T Sculpture

[ Art Architecture 1 Social/Human-

[} Commerce [0 Literature itarion

[ Communications ] Mitirery {1 Theater

[T} Conservation 1 Music . [C1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE [ see pp. 13,14, this study]

"The Fort Smith Medicine Wheel was built about 1850 by a Crow
named Scarface: As a boy he had fallen head first into a firepit
and was terribly burned. He recovered, but his face was horribly
scarred. The other children called him Burnt Face or Scarface,
and he fled into the Bighorns. There he lived in a cave as a re-
cluse on Medicine Mountain, the site of the Medicine Wheel. When
discovered and prevailed upon to rejoin his village, Scarface
built the Fort Smith Medicine Wheel. This wheel is much smaller
than the one on Medicine Mountain and has only six spokes.’
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RM PREPAR

NAME AND TITLE:

Edwin C. Bearss, Historian
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Office of History & Historic Architecture
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STREET AND NUMBER:

4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW

CITY OR TOQWN:
Washineton

STATE CODE

D.C.

ATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

TATE LIATSON OFFICER CERTIFIC

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [7) State (] Local 7}

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Late
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SEE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

common: Fort C. F. Smith Medicine Wheel

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

2,000 feet north of Hardin-Fort C. F. Smith road, on edge
of bluff, on line between Sections 10 & 11, Township 6 North, Range 31 Fast. |

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: | ConE |COUNTY: . CODE

MONTANA Big Horn

INSTRUCTIONS

SOURCE! y1.8.6.5. ~ Yellowtail Dam Quadrangle

scates 1. 24,000

DATE:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude refsvenice.
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STREET AND NUMBER:
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e

PHOTO CRED!T:

DATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT'OF THE INTERIOR BTATE
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
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Big Horn
o PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1969} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER ohte

STATE:

cope |COUNTY:

CODE

[3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

1‘1 A TE

[4. REQUIREMENTS
I

CTO BE INCLUTFET 3

!, Property breuncaries where required,

2. North arrow.
L 3. Lotitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROFERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

STATE

MONTANA

COUNTY

Big Horn

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

'NQ¢ME¢_SmiLh"M€diCine Wheel

. LocaTion

STREE T AND NUMAFR:

hluff

2,000 feet north of Hardin-Fort C. F. Smith road, on edge of

an_line between Sections 10 & 11, Township A North, Range 31 East

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE

MONTANA

COUNTY:

CODE

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

Big Horn

W‘r«ucr@ cREDIT: Bearss, E. C.

pAE sr e _July 1969

J%EGAT:,ErxaLC»a%

| Eastern Service Center
4. IDENTIFICATION e R

IR E v EA

Photograph of stones marking the wheel, looking toward northeast,

Bighorn River in background.




Jllllllllllllll‘ll



FORT C. F. SMITH MEDICINE WHEEL

559

1






561 ]

RS

MAP PHOTOGRAPHS

NOMINATION

| -






B T N SN IS TEN (NN (ENS IE N N BE EE

563 ]
bch-- 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ITATE:
{duly 1969) " NATIONAL PARK SERVICE. ' WYOMING
! COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Big Horn
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
( Typ‘e all entries — complete applicable sections)

‘ML Ranch Headquarters

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANONuMBER:  On an unimproved dirt roéd, one-fourth mile east of U.s. 14
hlternate, south of Willow Creek and a short distance east of the Bighorn

city orR TOWN: Regervoir. Section 15, Township 56 North, Range 9A West.

STATE ’ CopE [COUNTY: coDE

_ WYOMING Big Horn

CATEGORY . ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
(1 District Building g Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
] Ssite [J Structore | Private O In Process Uneccupied X Rastricted
[} Object ] Both [J Being Considered [ Preservation werk (O Unrestricted
in progress O Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Agricultural ] Government O Park {7 Transportation [ Comments
] Commercial T Industrial [0 Private Residence ] Other (Specity)
[ Educational O Military (] Rsligious , x_Abandoned
"] Entertainment [ Museum [ Scientific
R -
< 5
National Park Service S X
STREET AND NUMBER: E m
2
[}
CITY OR TOWN:. STATE: CODE
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: I
o 9
Big Horn County Courthouse b S
STREET AND NUMBER: : o 3
5
a]
CITY OR TOWN: : STATE cope |P
Basin : WYOMING
E OF sU . m
- MBagic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area 3l
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 Foderal ‘] State O County [0 Loca! ; S ‘
BEFPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ' ¢ z
OAHP B
STREET AND NUMBER: a @
801 19th St., NW °
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE i
Washington D.C. 0
4
m




CONDITION

] Excellent 7 Good (% Fair

[ Deterioroted

7 Ruins [J Unexposed

{Check One)
O Altered @ Unaltered

C] Moved

(Check One)
K1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR!GINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

and 1890s.

There are extant at the headquarters of the ML Ranch four cotton-
- wood log structures, in addition to the corrals, dating to the 1880s

One of these structures has deteriorated to the point

where it is beyond salvage, but if prompt action is taken, the other
structures (a large bunkhouse and two log cabins) can be preserved,
There is considerable local interest in the preservation and inter-

pretation of the ML Ranch Headquarters.
donate the structures and land to the Service, provided the structure

are preserved,

The owner has offered to

]
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PERIOD (Check One or More Appropriate)
] Pre-Cclumbian| 3 16th Century
] 15th Century {3 17th Century

O 18th Century {7} 20th Century
d 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) (1f Applicadle and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [} Education 0O
{1 Prehistorie {1 Engineering 0
[} Hisroric [} Industry

[} Agriculture {J invention ]

X Architecture ] Lendscope O

0 A Architecture i

] Commerce 7] Literature

[T} Communications [ Militory I

{1 Conservation [ Music ]

Political [} Urban Planning
Religion/Phi- {1 Other (Specity)
fosophy

Science

Sculpture
Sociol/Humon-

itorian

Theater

Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
[see

of the Bighorn Basin. The ML Ranch is

were permitted to graze the open range.

p. 378, this study]

The open range cattle industry was vital to the opening to settlement

typical of the great spreads of

the 1870s and 1880s. These ranches consisted of a small tract of deeded
land, on which there was good water for a headquarters, while cattle

From the ranch headquarters,

cowboys rode out on round-ups, lasting many weeks.
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ORGANIZATION DATE
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CITY OR TOWN:
Washington
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 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIEICATION

112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [T State [ Local [7]

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
' (July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WYOMING
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy
Bij Horn
l PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
- (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY numMeerR DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:  (On ypimproved dirt road, one-fourth mile east of U.S.1l4
‘ k, and east of the Bighorn Reservolr, Section
CITY OR TOWN: 15 Township 56 N, -Range 94 West.

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: cODE

WYOMING

s T, .

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S.= Kane Quadrangle

scALE: 1:24.000
DATE: 1064\

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . :
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

ety

CITY OR TOWN: \
STATES \ CODE |COUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO: NG

NEGATIVE FILED AT: .

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 22
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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PROPERTY MAP FORM ; | FOR NPS USE ONLY
" (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY hUMBER ol
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STATE: copE | COUNTY:

CODE

SCALE: B TS \

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

SEE

INSTRUCTIONS
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ) WYOMING
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ceunTY
Big Horn
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

{Type all entries - atiach to or enclose with photograph)

C OMMON
‘ adguarters

Lil:lD/oR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

56 North,vRange 94 West.

On unimproved road, one—fourth mile east of US 14 Alternmate,

STATE: CODE (COUNTY:

WYOMING Big Horn

CODE

PHOTO CREDIT: B, C. Bgam

DATE OF PHOTO: Tuuly 16690

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

North {rear) and south (frout) elevations of the ML
Bunkhouse and baru.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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(Type all eniries — complete applicable sections)
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STATE:
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FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Hillsboro

AND/OR HISTORIC:
Cedarvale

{2 LOCATION
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Section 36, Township 8 South, Range 28 East.

On trace, a short distance off road”tBHBAfry'é>Léndiﬁg, in
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[} Entertainment O Museum

[ Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

National Park Service

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
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TR
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STREET AND NUMBER:
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STATE

CODE
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R
TITLE CF SURVEY:

"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area"

DATE OF SUF(VE.Y:. 1920

Q Federal

] State

] County {7} Leeal

DERPOSITORY FOR SURYEY RECORDS:

OAHP
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801 19th St., NW
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Washington
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CODE
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[7. BescriPTion

CONDITION

[J Excellent [ Goed

(X Foir ] Deteriorated (] Ruins [0 Unexposed

(Check One)

(Check One)

] Altered q Unaltered ] Moved & Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

[ see p. 387, this study]

"There are at Hillsboro six buildings, the postoffice, black-

smith shop, root cellar, log chicken house, log cabin, and can-
ned goods shelter, besides the corrals and irrigation ditches, which
were part of the Cedarvale Dude Ranch."
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PERIOD (Check One or Moce Appropriate)

{3 Pre-Columbion! [0 16th Century [ 18th Century 20th Century
{1 15th Century 3 17th Century ) 9th Century

‘SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriata)

Abor iginal [} Education ) Political [} Urbon Planning

{1 Prehistoric {Z] Engineering 1 Religion/Phi- w)

1 Historic 3 Industry losophy Dude Ranching
R Agricuiture {] invention [} Science & Recreation
{1 Architecture [] Londscope [[J Sculpture
[ Art Architecture [T} Social/Human-

] Commerce [ Literature itarian
[ Communications [ Militory {1 Theoter
{3 Conservation 1 Music . {T] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dr. G. William Barry came to the Bighorn Country in the last
years of the 19th century. He fell in love with the area, entered
a homestead, and erected a cabin on South Fork Trail Creek. He
tried gold mining and when that failed, he and his family established
a dude ranch, known as Cedarvale. To publicize his ranch and the
beautiful scenery of Bighorn Canyon, Dr. Barry and two others became
the first to navigate the length of the canyon in a power driven

craft. Dr. Barry was the first man to exploit the recreation poten-
tial of Bighorn Canyon.




Washington, D. C.

1. Peterson, Helen M., "Barry's Landing-~Ghosts Must Go," Hardin Tribune-
Herald, Dec. 29, 1966,

2. Red Lodge Picket, May 17, 1907, and March 10, 1916.

3. Bearss, E. C.,"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area,'
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ORGANIZATION
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Office of History & Historic Architecture-ESC

DATE

July 24, 1970
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CITY QR TOWN:

Washington

STATE CODE

"NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

TATE LIAISON DFFICER CERTIFICATIOF

As the designated State Liaison Qfficer for the Na-

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State [} Local [

Name

Title

Date

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of The National Register
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"Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY .
Carbon
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

COMMON: Hillsboro

AND/OR HISTORIC: Cedarvale

STREET AND NUM BER:

MW%JB Eag

On trace, a short distance off road to Barry's Landing, in

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: ] cobe |[counTy:

Carbon

CODE

U.5.G.S.~Hillsboroc Quadrangle

scace:  1:24,000

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

UMTEDSTATESDEPARTMENTOFTHEINTEMOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

DATE

STREET AND NUMBE

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: cope |counTy:

CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT: .
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PROPERTY MAP FORM
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STATE
MONTANA
COUNTY
Carbon
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

AND/OR |

STREET AND NUMB

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

CODE

COUNTY:

CODE

TO BE INCLUDED ON
1.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and

Property brou

ALL MAPS
ndaries where requived,

longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(T'ype all entries - attach to or enclose with photegraph)

STATE

MONTANA

COUNTY
Carbon

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

GCOMMON:

Hillshora

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Cadarya

STREET AND NUMBER: (n tyrace, a short distance off road to Barry's Landing,
in Section 36, Township 8 South, Range 28 East,

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

MONTANA

coDE |[COUNTY:

CODE

Carbon

E.

PHOTO TREDIT:

C. Bearss

DATE OF PHOTO:

July 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT: .
Eastern Service Center

A. Southeast elevation of Hillsboyro Postoffice.

B. View of Cedarvale, locking southeast.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
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STATE:
WYOMING
COUNTY:
Big Horn
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Sykes Cabin and Graves

AND/OR HISTORIC:

AT

STREET AND NUMBER: On unimp

The cabin is in the NE

roved foa&, ﬁééf Sfété.of Wyoming.FishuHatchefy.
Quarter of Section 26 and the graves are in the SE

ciTv oR Town: quarter of Section 23, Township 58 North, Range 95 West.

] Scientific

STATE CODE |COUNTY: CODE
WYOMING Big Horn

CLASSIFICATION = o
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC

] District [R Building [ Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:

[R Site [ Structure {1 Private [ in Process X Unoccupied (3 Restricted
[ ] Object ] Both ] Being Considered [] Preservetion work [J Unrestricted

in progress CJ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural ("] Government [} Park [[] Tronsportation [J Comments

[] Commercial [0 Industrial [ Private Residence (St Other (Specity}

[} Educational O Military [J Religious

[C] Entertainment [0 Museum

OWNER OF PROPERTY =

OWNER'SNAME: Thg Sykes Cabin is on Deeded land owned by Royce & Lioyd Tillefit. @
The Sykes Graves are in the Bighorn Canyon, NRA. 5 5
STREET AND NMUMBER: S m
The Tillett Bros. Ranch =
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE %
ked Creek WYQMING
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
é - COURTHOUSE‘ REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: - a
' Q
Big Horn County Courthouse @ S
STREET AND NUMBER: . -
W<
i .
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cope | P
IIV Bagin
: TITLE OF SURVEY g
"I ['Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area' 2 -
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 (X Fedaral (] State {] County [J Local ; %
DEFPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: : g z
0
| OAHP, NPS e
STREET AND NUMBER: 2 a
801 19th St., Nw 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: COBE f;‘
I Washington D.C.

AiLva
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DESCRIPTION = ©
{Check One)
[] Excellent Good (0 Fair [} Deteriorated [[J Ruins (3 Unexposed

COND!TION

(Check One)
] Altered (g Unaltered

3 Moved

(Check One)
(B Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

National Recreation Area.

Frank Sykes' cabin is on deeded land within the Bighorn Canyon

It is in good condition. The isolated

graves of Sykes' wife and child are on public land. The graves
are marked with stones at the head and foot and are enclosed with

a

pole fence.
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PERIOD (Check Cne or More as Appropri
{3 Pre-Columbien| - [T} 16th Century ] 18th Century 20th Century
7 15th Century [ 17th Century [ 19th Century

‘SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Knowr)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol [J Educotion {3 Politica! {1 Usben Plonning
{1 Prehistoric 3 Engineering ] Religion/Phi- ] Other (Specify)
] Historic ’ 3 tndustry losophy Way of Life,
£ Agriculture [ invention [ Scionce characterizing
D—m 7} Loandscope ] Sculpture an era in lgtg 19t
O Art Architecture [} Secial/Human- and early 20th
{1 Commerce ] Litarature itarian centuries,
[} Communications O Military {71 Theoter
[3 Conservation 1 Music ] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

[see p. 391 this study]

Frank Sykes is part of the folklore of the region. His way of life
was characteristic of the hunters and trappers of the Bighorn Basin
in the late 1890s.




3. Bearss,

Washington, 1970.

2. Scott, Bill, Pioneers of the Big Horn, Benver, 1966.

1. Unsigned & undated Ms, files of Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area,"

E. C., "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area,

—
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE ProrerTy |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LOMGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o P - o ’ L4 44 © 58 50 - 10& 16 45~
NE ° ) v ° ' - GRAVES
e L e
SE o ’ » Q ’ » ° ' "
o ] "
N . . N 44° 59! 15 108° 16' 50
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

FORM PREPARED B

NAME AND TITLE:
Edwin C. Bearss

, Historian

ORGANIZATION

Cffice of History & Historic Architecture-ESC

DATE

July 19, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE

D.C.

CODE

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIEICATION

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION |

As the designated State ILiaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

forth by the National Park Service.

The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National (7] State [} Local [

Name

Title

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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"Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE W
Uuhl?éﬂ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE OMING
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
Big Horn
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY MUmMBER oRTE

common: Sykes Cabin and Graves

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

On unimgroved road, near state of Wyomin% Fish Hatchery,
The cabin is in the Northeast Quarter of Section 26 and the graves are in

city or vown: the Southeast Quarter of Section 23, Township 58 North, Range 95 W

STATE: cODE |COUNTY: CODE

WYOMIENG Big Horn

U.S.G.S.-Sykes Spring Quadrangle

SCALE: 1224,000

1964

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

INSTRUCTIONS

E

S

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
PROPERTY PHOTYOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER CATE

{Type all entries - attach to or enclase with photograph)

ORIC:

STREET AND NUMB

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO: \

NEGATIVE FILED AT: |







SYKES SPRING QUADRANGLE
WYOMING —BIG HORN CO.

7 S 3

SYKES CABIN AND GRAVES

7.5 MINUTE SERIES {TCPOGRAPHIC
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE _YOMING
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coUNTY
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

C OMM

STREET AND NUM BER®

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE: | cope |COUNTY: coDE

INSTRUCTIONS

SCALE: : \

SEE

RS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALl MAPS

1. Property broundaries where raquired.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude refsrence.

| I UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

' WYOMING
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
Big Horn
PROPERTY PHOTUGRAPH FORM R NS USE Ny
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach fo or enclose with photograph)

common:Sykes Cabin and Graves
AND/OR HISTO B

On umimproved7§3ad, near State of‘W§bﬁiﬁg“iSh atc efy.
The Cabin is in the NE Quarter of Section 26, and the graves are in the SE
C!TY OR TOWN: Quarter of Section 23, Township 58N, Range 95 W.

TREET AND NUMBER:

STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE

WYOMING Big Horn

INSTRUCTIONS

PHoTO cREDIT: Edwin C, Bearss

PATE oF PHOTO:Tuly 1969
NEGATIVE FILED AT:

E

S

Sykes Cabin, East Elevation.

Sykes Graves.
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SYKES CABIN AND GRAVES
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NOMINATION

MAP

PHOTOGRAPH
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Form 10-300
{July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM

605
STATE:
_WYOMING
COUNTY:
Big Horn
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries ~ complete applicable sections)

John Blue Cabin

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

_____Townghip 57 North, Range 94 West.

On unimproved road in John Blue Canyon, Section 23,

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE COUNTY:

CODE

Wyoming

Big Hoxrn

CODE

CATEGORY . ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
] District Building (3 Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
{1 Site (1 Structure |1 Private {3 tn Process Unoccupied K] Restricted
] Object ] Both ] Being Considered 0O m work [0} Unrestricted
in progress D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

2] Agricultural 1 Government ] Pork

[ Commerciat 3 Industrial [C] Private Residence
{1 Educational [ Military 7] Religious

7] Entertainment [0 Museum [ Scientific

[J Tronsportation (3 Comments

&) Other (Specify)

~—Abandaoned

Bureau of Land Management

STREET AND NUMBER:

STATE:

CITY OR TOWN:

Washin

CODE

D.C.

ONIWOZAM &

C3IVLS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Big Horn County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

uioy 819

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

CODE

FALNMOD

TITLE OF SURVEY:

"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area'

DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 [ State

%] Faderal

{3 County 0 Local

DEROSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

OAHP

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 19th St, NW

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Washington

CODE

HIAGWNN ANLNI

ERR Ja

ATING 35N SdN ¥04d




} CONDITION

] Excellent

{Check One)

7] Good g Fair {01 Deteriorated

7 Ruins

[ Unexposed

[ Altered

(Check One)
{3t Unaltered

] Moved

(Check One)

[} Original Sive

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The structure is an isolated stone cabin, located on a little
traveled road in John Blue Canyon.
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Appropriat
[ Pre-Columbian| [0 16th Century 3 18th Century B 20th Century
3 15th Century O 17th Century 1 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicadle and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Approprists)

Abor iginal [0 Education [ Politicol [ Urban Plonning
[ Prehistoric [T} Engineering ] Religion/Phi- Other (Specity)
1 Historic 1 industry losophy Way of Life

5J Agriculture [ Invention (] Sciénce

Dm [ Londscape [ Sculpture

0 Ar Architecture [ Secial/Human-

] Commerce [J Literature itarion

[ Communications ] Militory {3 Theoter

[ Censervation 3 Music ] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE [see P. 392 this study]

John Blue was a local character. He came to the Bighorn
Country soon after World War I, and located in John Blue Canyon.
Blue earned his living trapping coyotes for their pelts and tan-
ning their hides. Blue, like Frank Sykes, was representative of a
way of life that has vanished.




Recreation Area.

Area," Washington, 1970.

1. Statement, P. S. Halliwell, March 2,
Recreation Area.

2. Statement, Chris Lynn, Jan. 4, 1961,

3. Bearss, E. C., "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation

1961, files Bighorn Canyon National

files Bighorn Canyon National

GEOGRAFH

LATITUOE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUCE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Dagrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW [<] » » o 1) » 4[“() 54: 05 E ] 1 o * »
NE " ’ " © v - 08 08 50
5’.‘3 S v » o ] ”*
Sw ’ [+] » ? - Q * »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

18T ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE | COUNTY CoDE
STATE: R CODE | COUNTY: copE
'STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

FORM PREPARED

NAME AND TiTLE:

ORGANIZATION

an.

Office of History & Historic Architecture-ESC

CAYTE

July 21, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER% I8 (Jigconsin Ave., NW

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE

CODE

TEiC

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominaticn is:
National (7} State [} Local [

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register
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'Farm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) » NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WYOMING
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
Big Hormn
_ PROPERTY MAP FORM , FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY HUMBER DATE

COMMON: hrn R bin

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER: 0 Unimproved road up John'Blué Cahyon, Section 23,

Township 57 North, Range 94 West.

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

copE |COUNTY:

Big Horn

WYOMING

CODE

U.5.6.5.,~Natural Trap Cave

SCALE: i ,7&700(\

DATE:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. Morth arrew,

3. Lotitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | “°*N™"

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all eniries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

DATE

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE: Ry cope |counTy:

CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO: \

MEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE ]
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |°®™"™"
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMeRR DATE

STREET AND NUM BER

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE:

CODE |COUNTY: CODE

SQURCE:

TS BE INCLUDED ON AL L MAPS

1. Proparty broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE , . WYOMING
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY Biehorn
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM Foi ::s USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBRR DATE

GOMMON: Iohn-Blue.Cabin

AND/OR HISTORIC:

TREET AND NUMBER: Opn unimproved road up John Blue Canyon, Section 23,
Township 57 North, Range 94 West,

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE [COUNTY: coDE

_Big Horn _

NI REGEC RN, (R . - e -3 Hsﬂufnﬂs- -r

PHOYO CRED!T: Edwin C. Bearss

baTE oF FHOTOo:  July 1969
INEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

South elevation of John Blue Cabin, showing doorway.
l East elevation of John Blue Cabin.
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JOHN BLUE CABIN
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NOMINATION

MAP

PHOTOGRAPHS
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
. ! COUNTY!
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Carbon
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

C OMMON:

Caroline Lockhart Ranch

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Section 13, Township 8 South, Range 28 East,

STREET ANDNUMBER: (yy Davis Creek, one-fourth mile east of road to Dryhead, in

CITY OR TOWN: .

STATE CopE |COUNTY: cobE
MONTANA Carbon
CATEGORY o ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
{1 District [ Building |3 Public Public Acquisition: [} Occupied Yes:
[ site Stryctyre g |(B Private [ !In Process B Unoccupied fel Restricted
] Object ] Both [T] Being Considered O mwork O Unrestricted
in progress 0J Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Gk Coid Ol o o o o o =m

0 Museum

[ Scientific

[C1 Agricultural [} Government O Park [ Transportation [} Comments
[ Commercicl O Industrial [C] Private Residence [C] Other (Spectiy)

[0 Educationa! T Military [ Religlous

C] Entertainment

-
— 3
Isaac Tippetts = >
:. ‘ STREET AND NUMBER: E m
>
w CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
l Carbon County MONTANA
HOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: O o
P o
' Carbon County Courthouse s
STREET AND NUMBER: o i
ST
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE CoDE
l Red Ledge MONTANA
- : - ;
"Bagic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area" 2l
DATE OF SURVEY: J'U.ly 1969 Federal [0 State ] County 7 Local ; ;Cu)
DEPGSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: €z
]
QHP [
0_ ole
STREET AND NUMBER: o
801 19th St. NW °
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE :
Washington D. C. o
4
m




Il

620

v(ch‘c One)
X Excailent 3. Good [ Faie [J Ceteriorated [T Ruins [J Unexposed
CONDITION _
(Check One) (Check One)
' Mmal Sit
[ Alrered X Unaltered ] Moved K] Origma e

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lockhart log ranch house, outbuildings, and corrals are
in a good state of preservation, and appear asg they did at the time
of Miss Lockhart's death in 1912, Although these structures are
within the National Recreation boundary, they are on deeded land.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate,
[ Pre-Columbian | [ 16th Century 1 18th Century & 20th Century
3 15th Century {3 17th Century ] 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S} (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal ] Education 1 Pelitical (3 Urban Planning
3 Prehistoric [ Engineering {1 Religion/Phi. [ Other (specity)
[T} Historic [ Industry losophy

K] Agriculture [ Invention '[:] Science

3 Architecture 3 Londscape O Sculpture

O At Architecture [ Secial/Human-

[C] Commerce (R Literature itarian

[} Communications O Military [0 Theoter

{C1 Censervation [ Music (] Trensportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[see p. 394 this study]

Caroline Lockhart, reporter, author, and editor, was born in Illinois
in 1871. She worked as a reporter for the Boston Post in the 1890s. 1In
the early 1900s, she moved to Cody, Wyoming, and bought the Cody Enter-
prise. She became president of the Cody Stampede, which she helped
organize. While editor-owner of the Cody Enterprise, she authored a
number of novels. During a long and successful career, Miss Lockhart
divided her time between her Cody interests and her ranch on Davis Creek.




1. KRelley, Nell B., "Caroline Lockhart Deserted Career in East for
Western Atmosphere," Billings Gazette, Feb. 7, 1860,

2. Kathryn Wright, "Caroline Lockhart, Dryhead Rancher and Author, Has

file, Billings Public Library.

3. Bearss, E. C.,"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation
Area, Washington, 1970.

Had Life as Colorful as any of Her Books," undated article, clipping

0GR

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINAYTES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ]

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE properTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUODE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degraes Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o - o . 45° 08+ 15- |108e 14 55-
NE ] 2 » ) ] » -
SE Q r = > v »
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE !
STATE: CODE CQUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

ORM PREPARED B

E AND TITLE:

Edwin C. Bearss

OATE

July 25, 19790

oReantzaTion (Office of History & Historic Architecture—ESC

STREET AND NUMBER:

4228 Wisconsin sve,, NW

CITY OR TOWN: CCDE

Washington

TATSON OFF

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public L.aw I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Naticnal Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the Naticnal Park Service. The recommended

R . L Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is;

National (7] State (] L.ocal [
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title

Keeper of The National Register

Date Date
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(July 1969)

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclase with map)

|C OMMON
AND/OR HISTORIC:

ockhart Ranch

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

623 ]

STATE

MONTANA

COUNTY

Larhon

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

STREET AND NUM BER: on DaViS Creek’ one-
Section 13, Township 8 South, Range 28 East.

f

ourth mile east of road to Dryhead,

CiTY OR TOWN:

STATE:

INSTRUCTIONS

CODE |COUNTY: CODE
MONTANA Carbo
U.5.G.S. Dead Indian Hill Quadrangle
w scars:  1:24,000
w DATE: 1964
o, B REQUIREMENTS T
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Lotitude and longitude reference.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONMAL PARK SERVICE )
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER oATE
-4
o
b= - :
U STREET AND NUMB
=
CITY OR TOWN:
- \
| sTATE: CODE |COUNTY: COoDE
(Ve ]
b 4
— PHOTO CREDIT:
DATE OF PHOTO: \
L NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRE

CTION, ETC
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Form 10-301

' {July 1969)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STave
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |“°*7"

PROPERTY MAP FORM , FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

C O N3

AND/ORWSTORIC

STREET AND NUM 3

STATE:

-

1S

= CITY OR TOWN: \
[+ 4

b=

v

=z

copE |COUNTY:

CODE

TO BE !

1.

3.

2. North arrow.

NCLUDED ON AlL.L MAPS
Property broundaries where required.

Lotitude and longitude reference.

I

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 3TATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ‘ MONTANA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy
Carbon
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photagraph)

DATE

~COMMON: CEJ:Q]iHE IDE]E.hErt Baﬂf‘h

R

CITY OR TOWN:

ISTORIC:

" On Da

vig Creek, one-fourth mile east of road to Dryhead, in

STATE:

IN’I’R?CHOH- * — S-EE

Hoto creoiT: Edwin C, Bearss

CODE [COUNTY:

CODE

‘
| baTE OF pPHOTO: 1969
‘ . NEGATIVE FILED AT:

|

| |

A. The east and south elevations of Lockhart Ranch House.

B. The Lockhart Corrals,
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BIG HORN HEAD GATE
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
' ’ COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Big Horn

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER CATE

(Type all entries ~ complete applicable sections)

C OMMON:

Big Horn Head Gate

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANDNUMBER: (On South side of Bighorn River at mouth of Bighorn Canyon,
Section 18, Township 6 South, Range 30 East.

CITY OR TOWN: .

STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

MONTANA

Horn

.

CATEGORY - ACCESSIBLE
W STATUS
(Check One) 0 »NERSH'P u TO THE PUBLIC
[} Distriet [OJ Building Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
[ Site B Structere |O] Private {3J In Process Unoccupied {3 Restricted
] Object ] Both (O Being Considered {3 Preservation work ¥l Unrestricted
in progress {3 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 Agricultural 1 Government 1 Park [T} Transportation [ Comments
[} Commercial [ Industrial ] Private Residence [7] Other (Specity)
{7 Educational {3 Milirary [} Religious :

{3 Entertainment {0 Museum [ Scientific

WNER'S NAME = 3
National Park Service ( U.S. Irrigation) e 2
STREET AND NUMBER: E m
: . g
CITY OR TOWN: / STATE: CODE
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: -
]
Big Horn County Courthouse & ¢
STREET AND NUMBER: .
o
la]
CITY OR TOWN: STATE copg | P
rdi MONTANA
TITLE OF SUR 2
"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area' 3|
paTe oF survey: July 1969 % Fadaral 7] State [ County [ Local ; %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS; ¢z
OAHP nlc
STREET AND NUMBER: ? o
80}k 19th Street, NW g
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: coDE ”
Washington D, C.

31va




{Check One)
[ Excellemt K. Good [ Fair [ Deteriorcted 3 Ruins [ Unexposed ‘
CONDITION {(Check One) (Check One) |
[ Altered fc1 Unalterad 1 1 Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If knowa) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This stone and mortar headgate was built by the Crow to control the
flow of water into the Bighorn Ditch. It was a major work of art con-

nected with the massive irrigation project undertaken by the Crow at
the turn of the century.
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INSTRUCTIONS

-
SEE

-T--

PERIOD (Check Oneé or Mor

& Appropriate)
3 Pre-Columbian| . [ 16th Century {3 18th Century R} 20th Century
{73 15th Century {3 17th Century 7} 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNLFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [J Education O Political £ Urban Planning
[0 Prehistoric [ Enginaering {3 Religion/Phi- (J Other (specity)
[ Histeric 3 Industry losophy

Agriculture 3 Invention {1 Science

[ Architecture {0 Londscaps [ Seculpture

0 A Architecture (3 Secial/Human-

] Commercs {3 Lirsrature itarion

[} Communications ) Wilitary [0 Theater

{1 Consarvation 1 Music [} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[ see p. 338 .this study]

Construction- of the Bighorn Ditch started in 1893, with the Crow
constituting the labor force. It was designed to open for irrigation
35,000 acres of arable land.

"The Bighorn Ditch was finally completed in the autumn of 1904, 12
years after the first ground had been broken. To divert 720 cubic feet
of water per second into the ditch, a concrete diversion dam, 416 feet
in length, had been bullt across the Bighorn at the mouth of the canyon.
Besides bringing life-giving water to thousands of arid acres, work on
the project had pumped thousands of dollars into the Crow economy; taught
them how to do construction work; and had induced them to breed a better
class of horses as work animals. Experts on irrigation, from all over the
western United States, had visited the project and were impressed with
what they saw. They reported that the dam, ditch, and headgate were

one of the best and most substantial pieces of irrigation work
in the United States and reflects credit on the Department

for ordering the work, the engineers who planned and superintended

the same, and the Crow Indians who did the work.

The cost per acre of land irrigated would compare favorably with similar
ditches built for and by whites in Montana and Wyoming."

The Big Horn Head Gate was an important structure on the Bighorn
Ditch. o '
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1893~1905.

Washington, 1970,

1. Hanna, W. S., "%nd%an'Bureau Considers Crow Project Among Major Irriga-
tion Works," Billings Gazette, Aug.29, 1937.

2. Reports of Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Congress for the years

3. Bearss, E. C., "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Are

L.

— il
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINATES LATITUDE AMD LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE prorerTy |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Ssconds | Degress Minues Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds |
e ] 1 .
NW ’ » s ) i 450 18 58 [ i07° 20 15"
NE o v a o » ”
SE [+ ¥ * i % 3’ -
W Q . L] o ] )
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED FROPERTY:
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PRCPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: LODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTYY: CODE

FORM PRERA

NAME AND TITLE:

Edwin C. Bearss, Historian

ORGANMIZATICON

Office of History & Historic Architecture-ESC

DATE

July 28, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER: . X
4228 Wiscongin Ave., NW

CTiTY OR TOWM:

Washington

STATE

ERT

EGISTER YERIFICATION .. -

As the designated State [Liaiscn Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80-665), [ hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according lo the criteria and grocedures set
forth by the National Park Service,
level of significance of this nomination is:

) State ] Local [

The recommended

National

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

TTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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338

SNOIiZ)ﬂHlSNI
Il BN N aEE =

-A-



S EE

I

ONS

INSTRUCTIONS

637
Form 16-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) _ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES c°“““Bi .
g Horn
_ PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) . ENTRY NUMBER DATE
: 1
)
common: The Big Horn Head Gate
AND/OR HISTORIC:
STREET AND NUMBER: On the south side of Bighorn River at mouth of Bighorn
Canyon, Section 18, Township 6 South, Range 30 East.
CITY OR TOWN: .
STATE: cope |[|COUNTY: CODE
MONTANA Big Horn
SOURCE:
U.5.G.5.~ Yellowtall Quadrangle
SCALE o

1:24,000

TO BE
i.

2.
%

S

[ TR

INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
Property broundaries where requirad.

North urrow.

tude and longitude vefersnce.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERYY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR MPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photegraph)

AND/OR B

s

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

CODE [COUNTY: CODE

PO

CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO:

NE G AT

DESCR

VE FILED AT:

S S
iIBE V W, DIRECTION,







.
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BIGHORN HEAD GATE
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
l (July 1969) MNATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
‘ I PROPERTY MAP FORM , FOR NPS USE ONLY
» {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
=z
l o
-
STREET AND NU
l U
:) CITY OR TOWN:v
[+4
= STATE: CODE | GOUNTY: CODE
(V4]
4
SOURCE:
wi
18]
WD
© BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundories whare required.
l 2. MNorth arrow.
3. Lotitude and longitude reference.
-
UNITED STAYES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE °
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . . MONTANA
C
I NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ounNTY Blo E
g Horn
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
lm {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
z
O
I
U : On south side of gho
S Section 18, Township 6 South, Range 30 East.
CITY OR TOWR:
[+ 4
 d STATE: CODE {COUNTY: CODE
Im MONTANA
=z ;
- FHoTo crepiT: Bdwin C. Bearss

DATE oF pHoTO: 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Eastern Service Center

i LN B0a
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTIONM, ETC.

1. Looking down on Headgate from southeast.

2. View of Headgate from north elevation.







BIGHORN HEAD GATE
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Form 10-300
(July 1969)

COMMON: gioux Trail

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

647

STATE:

MONTANA

COUNTY:!

Carbon

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Bad P

B i arinelminitin
35TRE AND NUMBER:

2 d 26

{€ITY OR TOWN:

Parallel to unixhproved road to Barry's Landing in Sections

STATE

CODE

COUNTY:

CODE

CATEGORY

. ACCESSIBLE
STAT
{Check One) OWNERSHIP ATUS TO THE PUBLIC
(] District (] Building [¥ Public Public Acquisition: [0 Occupied Yeos:
Site (] Structure [[J Private O In Process Unoccupiad [ Restricted
{7} Object [T Both 7] Being Considersd [ Preservotion work E] Unrestricted
in progress T Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural {3 Government x Pork

[} Commsrcial {3 industrial {71 Privats Residence
{1 Educational O Military [ Religious

(] Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific

(0 Transportation
(] Other (Specify)

[[) Comments

WNER'S N AME:

(%]
-
National Park Service S
STREET AND NUMBER: 53 n
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: cobe [
OURTHOUSE, n
(@] [e]
Carbon County Courthouse o g
STREET AND NUMBER: lon _‘<|
O .
=}
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Red Lodge
TITLE OF SURVEY: o
"Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area" 7|
; <lo
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 K| Federal ] Stote ] County {1 tocal 2l =
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: cz: %
OAHP e
STREET AND NUMBER: a @
801 19th St., NW g
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE :
Washington D. C. %
3
m




(Check Ons)
[C] Excellent O Geod ) Fair [& Deteriorated

CONDITION

O Ruins {3 Unexposed

(Check One)
(O Altered &) Unaltered

{0 Moved

(Check One)
Original Sits

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

To mark the trail across Bad Pass, between the Shoshone River and the
mouth of Grapevine Creek, Indians and Mountain men used rock piles. A
number of these rock piles are still extant between the Devils Canyon
Overlook and Barry's Landing, while the trail has disappeared or been

obliterated by the road.




PERIOD (Check One or More
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Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian| - (3 16th Century ] 18th Century [J 20th Century
{3 15th Century 3 17th Century &) 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriats)

Abor iginal (] Education {3 Political {3 Urbon Planning
{0 Prehistoric [0 Engineering {2 Religion/Phi- 3 Other (specity)
B Histeric ) Industey losophy

[J Agricuiture {3 invention” ) Science

1 Architecture [J Lendscope [ Sculpture

3 Ast . Architecturs [] Secial/Humon-

R Commerce [} Literature iterian

O Communications 3 military ] Theater

{3 Conzervation [ Music ) Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

_ " [see pp. 59, 85, 86 this study)

“During the years that the fur trade was at its apogee, the Indian
trail leading across Bad Pass was frequented by the Mountain Men. On
three occasions--following the rendezvous of 1824, 1825, and 1833--the
beaver packs were sent to St, Louis by way of Bad Pass, and the Bighorn,
Yellowstone, and Missouri rivers. Major Henry in 1824 pioneered the route
General Ashley in 1825 packed pelts valued in the amount of $50,000 over
the pass; and in 1833 three companies, traveling together, negotiated
this route. Bad Pass was also used by the trappers in their movements
to and from the Bighorn Basin to the land of the Crow and Blackfoot."

4

we
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Q.

1. "The Correspondence and Journals of Captain North and J. Wyeth, 1831-36,
F. G. Young, editor, Sources of History of Oregon, Fugene, 1899,

2. Gillette, E., "The First Trip Through Big Horn Canyon," Magazine of the
American Soctiety of Civil Engineere, 24, July 1891,

-

3. Bearss, E. C.,"Basic Data Study, Bighorm Canyon Naticnal Recreation Areaﬂ
Washington, 1970,

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITU AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ]

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG!TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minu?ns Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds

N 45 3° 30" | 108° '15° 50" ° ' . ° ' "
o , - o w
NE 45° 3 300 | 108" 15" 49
) " [-3 )

SEL |45 1 50" | 108" 15" 55°
SW LE®? 1. oot 1aa’l bd

LW - -¥d
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PHEBERTY.C

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE: : CODE COUNTY: COoDE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
*ORM

NAMé .AND TlTL.E:.
Edwin C. Bearss

ORGANIZATION DATE

Office of History & Historic Architecture-ESC July 25, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

4228 Wisconsin Ave., NW
CITY QR TOWN: STATE CODE

INGTO

A I LI L I ——

REGISTER VERIFICATION =

As the designated State Liaison Qfficer for the Na-
tional Histeric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nationai Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

- P = = -

National [] State [7] Local [
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title
Keeper of The National Register
Date L Date
fF -_— ]
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1 Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MONTANA
} l NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°””; ]
arbon
' PROP ERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
) Ibm (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
} =z

(=] common: Sioux Trail
‘ . AND/OR HISTORIC: Bad P T 1
| - L
' ‘ STREET AND NumeeR: Parallel to the unimproved road to Barry's Landing in
e Sections 14, 23, and 26, Township 9 South, Range 28 East.
= CITY OR TOWRN: :
o
e STATE: _ copE |COUNTY: copE
. MONTANA Carbon
z
- Mystery Cave Quadrangle
lm " lscaLe: 1224,@09
i
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
i. Froperty broundaries where required.
2. MNorth arrow,
l 3. Lavitude and lengitude referance.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
HATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES = | °°NT"
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM TR T

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

S TREET AND NUM

CITY OR TOWN: \

STATE:

CODE [COUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO: g

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

IRECTION, ETC.

- -.’ .. -













INSTRUCTIONS

SEE
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE [HTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES cOUNTY
PROPERYY MaP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with iaap) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

CITY OR TOWN: g,

STATE: Sy, | cone |COUNTY: CcODE

INSTRUCTIONS

sCALE: "o

TO BE INCLUDRED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries wheve reguived.
2. North arrew.

3. Latitude and lorngitude reference.

)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE , . MONTANA
e P [
NATIONAL REGISTER GF HISTORIC PLACES °“'”CY X
arbon
PROPERTY PHUTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all eniries - altach to or enclose with phoiograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

common: Sigux Trail

AND/OR HISTORIC

sTReeT anp Numeer: Parallel to the unimproved road to Barry's Landing in
Bections 14, 23, and 26, Township Y Socuth, Range 28 East.

CITY OR TOWRN:

STATE: coDE [COUNTY: CODE

MONTANA Carbon

pate or rroto:  Jyly 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Eastern Service Center

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Piles of vock murking the Bad Pass (Sioux) Trail, near
Booz Canyon.







Piles of rock marking

the Bad Pass (Sioux) Trail,

SIOUX TRAIL

near

657

Booz Canyon.




‘llllllllllllll*l



PHOTOGRAPHS

BOZEMAN TRAIL
MAP

NOMINATION

S L L L






661 ]
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR sTATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
' COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Big Horn
INVENTORY —- NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER ODATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

COMMON'  Bozeman Trail
AND/OR HISTORIC:
|2._LocatioN e
STREET ANBNuMBER: Near the Bighorn Crossing, Bozeman Trail ruts are found
in Sections 9 & 16, Township 6 South, Range 31 East; and Section 32,
CITY OR TOWN: + 3 Ts
STATE CODE [SOUNTY: cope
MONTANA Big Horn
[3. CLASSIFICATION el R
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
] STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
[] Distriet [ Building (3 Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
[X Site (7] Steueture | Private [J In Process [3 Unoecupied gj_?_md
{1 Object [§ Both ] Being Considered [ Preservation work| L1 Prmestricted
in progress [ No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
K1 Agricultural {1 Government {x Park ] Transportetion {71 Commants
[} Commercial ] industric! [} Private Rasidence "1 Other (Specity) .
{1 Educationat [ Military [ Religious
[T] Entertainment ] Museum 7] Scientific
FRROPERTY - -~ . T
AME: "
U.8. Irrigation & Fee Patent z >
. ) ~
! STREET AND NUMBER: E m
WM CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE >
I i5. LOCATION OF LoescriPTion T
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: b 8
Big Horn County Courthouse o S
STREET AND NUMBER; P A
-
g -
r
CITY GR TOWN: STATE CODE =]
MONTANA
' T;KTLE OF SURVEY: i
|
| "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area’ i m
DATE OF SURVEY: July 1969 [ Federal [ State ] County ] Local 2%
’ DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: g %
o
| OAHP g
STREET AND NUMBER: o
<
801 19th St., NW z
I CiTY OR TOWN: STATE: copE »
9]
shingt D.C.
Washington c 5




.(Ch QOne)
0 Excelientr (] .Good O Feir X Detericrared J Ruins [O Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) . . (Check One)

Une! Moved Original Site
O Altered (B Uneltered 0 Move 3t Origine

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bozeman Trail, in the years between 1863 and 1868, would have
consisted of wagon ruts. Where the country was open and comparatively
level the ruta would not be deep, because many of the wagons would have
been driven abreast as they spread out to make better time. Where the

country was rough and the grades steep, the wagons traveled in columns and
the ruts deepened.

Today the century old ruts can be easily traced where there were
steep grades and at the approaches to the Bighorn Crossing,

-L-d“ﬁlﬁaﬂ"haﬁ--—-\
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PERIOD (Check One or Mors as Appropriate)

=

[ Pre-Calumbian| 7] 16th Century {3 18th Century 3 20th Century
1 15th Century [ Yth Century G} 19tk Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Appiicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ss Appropriate)
{7 Urban Planning

Abor iginal ) Education [} Political
7] Prehistoric 7] Engineering 1 Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
{1 Historic 7 industry fosophy

[ Agriculture [ lavention [} Science

) Architecture 3 Londscaps 3 Seulpture

O Art Architecture M1 Social/Humon-

(] Commerce {7 Litersture itarian

[1 Communications 7] Military [ Theater

[J Conservatien 1 Music GZ Transportetion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[ see p. 161, this study]

The route subsequently followed by much of the Bozeman Trail between
the Bighorn and North Platte was reconnoitered by Captain Raynolds in
1859, Raynolds at that time reported that the area at the mouth of Big-
horn Canyon will "become a thriving and important point on a road conmnect-
ing the Platte with the three forks of the Missouri, and skirting in its
course the Big Horn Mountains." In 1863 Bozeman and Jacobs examined the
route from Bannack to the North Platte, but the hostility of the Sioux
compelled the train they sought to lead over the trail, to turn back.
During the next three years, 1864-1866, thousands of emigrants en voute
to the Montana diggings traveled the Bozeman Trail. FPeter Kock, who emi-
grated to Montana at this time and wrote of his experiences, recorded
that in the years 1864-1866 "the principal immigration into Montana was
by the Bozeman road and Bozeman Pass.”

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE
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1. Hebard, Grace Raymond and Earl A. Birminstool, The Bozeman Trail: HiatoriaL”’ -
Accounts of the Overland Routes into the North West, and the Fighte with Red
Cloud's Warriore, 2 vols. Cleveland, 1922.
2. Burlingame, Merrill G., "John M. Bozeman, Montana Trailmaker," The Missis-
sippi Valley Historical Review, 27, March 1941.
3. Bearss, E. C., "Basic Data Study, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area s
Washington, 1970,
GEOGRAPHICAL DATA T T |
LATITUDE AND LONMGITUDE COORDINATES . LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ~
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER PQINT OF A FROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrass Minytes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ‘ g ° ' iy 45° 18 ' 527 1077 sy’ 50"
NE L] L] L] Q [ L]
SE o v L] o v »
SW o ’ L] -] 1 "
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: copE | counTy CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cope
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CoODE
NAME AND TITLE:
Edwin C. Bearss, Historian
ATE
ORGANIZATION  aefqce of History & Historic Architecture oAT
- July 28, 19
STREET AND NUMBER: /228 Wisconsin Ave., NW
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cobDE
ERIEICATION .
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- . . L ]
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
t h ti 1 k S ice. Thi ded
forth by the P-Xa ional Par ervxc.e : e’recommen € Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State [} Local [
Date
Name
' ATTEST:
Title
Keeper of The National Register
Date Date
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b Form 10-3p1 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

' {July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MONTANA
‘ NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY

Big Horn

‘ PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
| l (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
CZF [LUNAME T T T

l‘,—) common: Bozeman Trail
| AND/OR HISTORIC:
; e I}; ‘»OCA?mN - :-i_ i B L T . e i
, UREET ANDNUMBSER: Near the Bighorn Crossing, Bozeman Trail ruts are found in
| : Sections 9 & 16, Township 6 South, Range 31 East; and Section 32, Township

- CITY OR TOWN: 2 South, Kange J1 Egst,

‘ STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODY:_'

A MONTANA Big Horn

|3, MAP REFERENCE T
i SRRy, 8.6.8.~Yellowtail Quadrangle
w scaLe: 1:24,000
DATE: 1964
l: B'REQUMEMENTs i
TC BE INCLUDED ON ALL M&PS
1. Property broundaries where required.
l 2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
l UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE v
l NATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC FLACES counTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM " FOR NPS USE ONLY |

' (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SNTRY NUMBER ohTE

Q
1
‘ O

l CITY OR TOWN:

| CODE [COUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

CESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coumTY
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
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pinerys. Limestone used in fort construction was obtained from the
the quarry on the west side of Lime Kiln Creek. In 1867 when Lt. Col.
Luther P. Bradley rebuilt part of the fort in adobe, a Kiln was es-
tablished near where Lime Kiln Creek passes through the Backbomne.

In 1877-78 the army, when it was constructing Fort Custer, se-
cured its limestone from this quarry.
valued that a Limestcne Reservation was established, in 1879, embrac-

So highly was this limestone




1. Wilson, James E. , to Chief Engineer, Dapt; of Dakota, April 7, 1880, NA,
RG 98,
2, Templeton, Lt. George M., Diary, Newberry Library, Chicago, Il1l.

Washington, 1970,
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PLATE 1

Historical Base Map, 1750-1905, Bighorn Canyon NRA






PLATE I

Historical Base Map, 1750-1905, Bighorn Canyon NRA
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PLATE II

Historical Base Map, 1805-1868, Bighom Canyon, NRA

(SEE INSIDE BACK COVER FOR PLATE II)



PLATE III

Diagram Prepared by Dr. Grace Hebard of Fort C. F. Smith,
from Information Provided by Finn Burnett and Vie Willits, found
in Hebard & Brininstool, The Bozeman Trail, 2.
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Fort C. F. SMIiTH

Drawn from information furnished by Vie Willits Garber and F. G. Burnett.
(1) Officers’ quarters; (2) Block and guardhouse; diagonal corner also a blockhouse; (3) Bar-
racks; (4) Sawmill; (5) Teamsters’ and employes’ log cabins; (6) Stable and corral; (7)
Sutler’s store; (8) Office; (9) Storehouse; (10) Quartermaster’s department; (11) Port holes
situated at several points in the four walls of the stockade; (12) Wagon gates; (13) Small
gate; (13) Flag staff; (15) Rifle pits.

PLATE III
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PLATE VII
COPY OF ORIGINAL MAP OF BIG HORN RIVER
IN DE SMET COLLECTION, LIBRARY, ST. LOUIS
UNIVERSITY, ST. LOUIS, MO., NOV. 1939."
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PLATES XII - XIII

"Map of the Territory of Montana, with Portions of the Adjoining
Territories, Showing the Gulch or Placer Diggings actually worked,
and Districts where Quartz (Gold § Silver) Lodges have been discov-
ered to January lst, 1865,' drawn by W. W. de Lacy for the use of
"The First Legislature of Montana,'" courtesy Library of Congress.
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PLATE XIV

"Map of The Bozeman Trail, Made from the Original Field Notes
of Vie Willits and Her Father, James Orr Willits, Big Horn, Wyo.,
1908," courtesy Montana Historical Society.
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PLATE XVI

"Map of Route Traveled by Battalion 2d Cavalry, Captain John Mix,
Commanding, September & October 1877," NA, RG 77.
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PLATES XVIII - XIX

"Map of Crow Indian Reservation, Montana, 1912, Department of
the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs, Hon. R. G. Valentine, Com-
missioner," NA, RG 77,
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PLATE XXIII

"Chief Iron Bull, faithful ally of the U.S. Army during the Red
Cloud War of 1866-1868," NA, photo. no. 111-sc-82940.




PLATE XXITT




PLATE XX1V

"Crow Burial Place in the Bighorn Mountains, Tomb of
Iron Bull and Four Warriors,'" NA, photo. no. 111-sc-82983.
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