Lightning Damage at the LS
Agricultural Center

L ake'Chafles, LA
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Aroufid.3 P.M. on October 25, 20
lightning strul pole in'front
Center. Dick € ilio / ergenty Manager of Calcasieu
Parish, is 'g ;’ e bmtom half of the decorative
¢ SHEBIASted off the top of.the Tl |
#% gornamen sted off the top of.the flag pole.
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The top half of the decorative ornament was fnun&‘\sbme g
100 feet oh the other side of the building. Notice the shmy'_;
melted region, the point of contact with the lightning strike.
The top of this ball was “physically” puhch&dfrom within,
most likely a compression burst of air being super heated
| by the lightning strikes -
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The concrete near the base of the flagpale was damaged
from underneath, near the settlement cracks and groves.
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~ Damage to the front concrete walk and flower bed.
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This was the exit reglnﬁ of the lightning strlke whlch
traveled undergrnund from the flagpole. This concrete is E
inches thick with wire mesh and rebar re-enfprcement.
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ofhe landscaping Umber was completely emoved.”
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Notice the wne mesh was CﬂMplEtEly severed and melted
-in this chtink of concrete. |
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Other pleces of cuncrete and Iandscapiné 1} ; e
. some 10 feet away from the exit fegi on.




Dirt from the flowerbed portion
of the exit region blown

upward onto this lamp and the
~ side of the building.
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Unfortunately, dirt was not the only thing blown on the
building. Pictured are projectiles of concrete and wire
mesh stuck in the wall and ceiling of the front entrance.
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Further evidence that the lightning traveled through the

building. This burn mark was noted on a window on the

other side of the building. Also, several computers and
other electronic equipment sustained damage.
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Water started collecting in the hallway shortly after the
lightning strike. Preliminary estimates suspect a cracked
pipe low in onhe of these walls, or the concrete foundation.
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