GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
Federal Travel Regulation (FTR)

Per Diem Bulletin 09-05
Maximum Per Diem Rates for the States of Idaho, Maryland, and South Carolina
Summary:  The General Services Administration (GSA) has reviewed the per diem rates for certain locations in the States of Idaho and Maryland and determined that they are inadequate.  GSA has also reviewed and is amending the county boundaries of Columbia, South Carolina.
Action:  An analysis of lodging rate survey data reveals that the maximum lodging rates for the State of Idaho, the cities of Bonner’s Ferry and Sandpoint, including the counties of Boundary and Bonner and the cities of Driggs and Idaho Falls, including the counties of Teton, Bonneville and Fremont; and the State of Maryland, the city of Frederick, including the county of Frederick, should be increased to provide for the reimbursement of Federal employees’ lodging expenses beginning April 1, 2009.  Also, an analysis of meals and incidental expenses (M&IE) data reveals that the maximum M&IE rates for the State of Idaho, the cities of Bonner’s Ferry and Sandpoint, including the counties of Boundary and Bonner and the cities of Driggs and Idaho Falls, including the counties of Teton, Bonneville, and Fremont, should be increased to provide for the reimbursement of Federal employees’ M&IE expenses beginning April 1, 2009.  Finally, the county information for Columbia, South Carolina has been expanded to include the county of Lexington, South Carolina beginning April 1, 2009.  
This bulletin amends the FY 2009 per diem rates (see Federal Register notice at 73 FR 46271, August 8, 2008) to reflect the per diem rates in these prescribed areas.
Effective:  This bulletin is effective April 1, 2009, and applies to travel performed on or after April 1, 2009.
Point of Contact:  For clarification of content, contact Mr. Cy Greenidge, Office of Governmentwide Policy, Travel Management Policy, at (202) 219-2349.  Please cite FTR Per Diem Bulletin 09-05.

Background Information

(A)  After an analysis of the per diem rates established for FY 2009, GSA has determined that current per diem rates for certain locations do not adequately reflect the cost of lodging and/or M&IE.  Also, GSA has determined that a county boundary for a location needs to be expanded.
(B)  Per diem rates are published on the Internet at www.gsa.gov/perdiem, as FTR per diem bulletins.  This bulletin gives notice of revisions in the per diem rates prescribed by the Office of Governmentwide Policy for the continental United States (CONUS).  Per diem notices published periodically in the Federal Register constitute the only notification of revisions in CONUS per diem rates to agencies.  These are the changes constituted by this bulletin:

Maximum per diem rates for official travel in the continental United States (CONUS) by Federal Government employees as prescribed in FTR Per Diem Bulletin 09-05:




County and/or





Maximum




other defined


Lodging
M&IE

Per Diem

Locality

location


Amount
Rate

Rate








  (A)

+ (B)

= (C) 

IDAHO
Bonner’s Ferry/

Sandpoint

Boundary/Bonner

(October 1 – March 31)



$70

$39

$109
(April 1 – June 30)




$76

$59

$135
(July 1 – August 31)




$104

$59

$163

(September 1 – September 30)


$76

$59

$135

Driggs/Idaho Falls
Teton/Bonneville/




Fremont



(October 1 – March 31)



$70

$39

$109

(April 1 – September 30)



$76

$44

$120

MARYLAND
Frederick

Frederick







(October 1 – March 31)



$89

$39

$128

(April 1 – September 30)



$90

$39

$129

SOUTH CAROLINA
Columbia

Richland




(October 1 – March 31)



$92

$44

$136




Lexington County
Lexington


$70

$39

$109

(October 1 – March 31)

Columbia

Richland/Lexington

(April 1 – September 30)



$92

$44

$136

Dated: 
Stanley F. Kaczmarczyk
Acting Associate Administrator
Office of Governmentwide Policy.
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