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(2) Rehabilitation Engineering Re-
search Centers. 

(Authority: Sec. 204; 29 U.S.C. 762)

§ 350.2 What is the purpose of the Dis-
ability and Rehabilitation Research 
Project and Centers Program? 

The purpose of the Disability and Re-
habilitation Research Project and Cen-
ters Program is to plan and conduct re-
search, demonstration projects, train-
ing, and related activities, including 
international activities, to— 

(a) Develop methods, procedures, and 
rehabilitation technology, that maxi-
mize the full inclusion and integration 
into society, employment, independent 
living, family support, and economic 
and social self-sufficiency of individ-
uals with disabilities, especially indi-
viduals with the most severe disabil-
ities; and 

(b) Improve the effectiveness of serv-
ices authorized under the Act. 

(Authority: Secs. 204(a) and (b)(6); 29 U.S.C. 
762(a) and (b)(6))

§ 350.3 Who is eligible for an award? 
The following entities are eligible for 

an award under this program: 
(a) States. 
(b) Public or private agencies, includ-

ing for-profit agencies. 
(c) Public or private organizations, 

including for-profit organizations. 
(d) Institutions of higher education. 
(e) Indian tribes and tribal organiza-

tions. 

(Authority: Sec. 204(a); 29 U.S.C. 762(a))

§ 350.4 What regulations apply? 
The following regulations apply to 

the Disability and Rehabilitation Re-
search Projects and Centers Program: 

(a) The Education Department Gen-
eral Administrative Regulations 
(EDGAR) as follows: 

(1) 34 CFR part 74 (Administration of 
Grants and Agreements with Institu-
tions of Higher Education, Hospitals, 
and Other Non-profit Organizations). 

(2) 34 CFR part 75 (Direct Grant Pro-
grams). 

(3) 34 CFR part 77 (Definitions that 
Apply to Department Regulations). 

(4) 34 CFR part 80 (Uniform Adminis-
trative Requirements for Grants and 

Cooperative Agreements to State and 
Local Governments). 

(5) 34 CFR part 81 (General Education 
Provisions Act—Enforcement). 

(6) 34 CFR part 82 (New Restrictions 
on Lobbying). 

(7) 34 CFR part 85 (Governmentwide 
Debarment and Suspension (Non-
procurement) and Governmentwide Re-
quirements for Drug-Free Workplace 
(Grants)). 

(8) 34 CFR part 86 (Drug-Free Schools 
and Campuses). 

(b) The regulations in this part 350. 
(c)(1) Subject to the additional re-

quirement in paragraph (c)(2) of this 
section, 34 CFR part 97 (Protection of 
Human Subjects). 

(2) If an institutional review board 
(IRB) reviews research that purpose-
fully requires inclusion of children 
with disabilities or individuals with 
mental disabilities as research sub-
jects, the IRB must have at least one 
member who is primarily concerned 
with the welfare of these research sub-
jects. 

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 761a, 762, 42 U.S.C. 300v–
1(b))

§ 350.5 What definitions apply? 

(a) The following definitions in 34 
CFR part 77 apply to this part—

Applicant 
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Budget 
Department 
EDGAR 
Equipment 
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Grant 
Grantee 
Nonprofit 
Private 
Project 
Project period 
Public 
Recipient 
Secretary 
Supplies 
State 

(Authority: Sec. 202(i)(1); 29 U.S.C. 761a(i)(1))

(b) The following definitions also 
apply to this part. 
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Act means the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 (29 U.S.C. 701, et seq.), as amended. 

(Authority: Sec. 202(i)(1); (29 U.S.C. 761a(i)(1))

Assistive technology device means any 
item, piece of equipment, or product 
system, whether acquired commer-
cially or off the shelf, modified, or cus-
tomized, that is used to increase, main-
tain, or improve functional capabilities 
of individuals with disabilities. 

(Authority: Sec. 7(23); 29 U.S.C. 706(23))

Assistive technology service means any 
service that directly assists an indi-
vidual with a disability in the selec-
tion, acquisition, or use of an assistive 
technology device, including— 

(1) The evaluation of the needs of an 
individual with a disability, including 
a functional evaluation of the indi-
vidual in the individual’s customary 
environment; 

(2) Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise 
providing for the acquisition of assist-
ive technology devices by individuals 
with disabilities; 

(3) Selecting, designing, fitting, cus-
tomizing, adapting, applying, main-
taining, repairing, or replacing assist-
ive technology devices; 

(4) Coordinating and using other 
therapies, interventions, or services 
with assistive technology devices, such 
as those associated with existing edu-
cation and rehabilitation plans and 
programs; 

(5) Training or technical assistance 
for individuals with disabilities, or, if 
appropriate, their family members, 
guardians, advocates, or authorized 
representatives; and 

(6) Training or technical assistance 
for professionals (including individuals 
providing education and rehabilitation 
services), employers, or other individ-
uals who provide services to employ, or 
are otherwise substantially involved in 
the major life functions of, individuals 
with disabilities. 

(Authority: Sec. 7(24); 29 U.S.C. 706(24))

Disability means a physical or mental 
impairment that substantially limits 
one or more major life activities. 

(Authority: Sec. 202(i)(1); 29 U.S.C. 761a(i)(1))

Individual with a disability means any 
individual who: 

(1) Has a physical or mental impair-
ment that substantially limits one or 
more of the individual’s major life ac-
tivities; 

(2) Has a record of this impairment; 
or 

(3) Is regarded as having this impair-
ment. 

(Authority: Sec. 7(8)(B); 29 U.S.C. 706(8)(B))

Individual with a severe disability 
means— 

(1)(i) An individual with a disability 
who has a severe physical or mental 
impairment that seriously limits one 
or more functional capacities (such as 
mobility, communication, self-care, 
self-direction, interpersonal skills, 
work tolerance, or work skills) in 
terms of an employment outcome; 

(ii) Whose vocational rehabilitation 
can be expected to require multiple vo-
cational rehabilitation services over an 
extended period of time; and 

(iii) Who has one or more physical or 
mental disabilities resulting from am-
putation, arthritis, autism, blindness, 
burn injury, cancer, cerebral palsy, 
cystic fibrosis, deafness, head injury, 
heart disease, hemiplegia, hemophilia, 
respiratory or pulmonary dysfunction, 
mental retardation, mental illness, 
multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, 
musculoskeletal disorders, neuro-
logical disorders (including stroke and 
epilepsy), paraplegia, quadriplegia, 
other spinal cord impairments, sickle 
cell anemia, specific learning dis-
ability, end-stage renal disease, or an-
other disability or combination of dis-
abilities determined on the basis of an 
assessment of rehabilitation needs to 
cause comparable substantial func-
tional limitation; or 

(2) An individual with a severe men-
tal or physical impairment whose abil-
ity to function independently in the 
family or community or whose ability 
to obtain, maintain, or advance in em-
ployment is substantially limited and 
for whom the delivery of independent 
living services will improve the ability 
to function, continue functioning, or 
move towards functioning independ-
ently in the family or community or to 
continue in employment, respectively. 

(Authority: Sec. 7(15)(C); 29 U.S.C. 706(15)(C))
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Personal assistance services means a 
range of services, provided by one or 
more persons, designed to assist an in-
dividual with a disability to perform 
daily living activities, on and off the 
job, that the individual would typically 
perform if the individual did not have a 
disability. These services must be de-
signed to increase the individual’s con-
trol in life and ability to perform ev-
eryday activities on and off the job. 

(Authority: Sec. 12(c); 29 U.S.C. 711(c))

Rehabilitation technology means the 
systematic application of technologies, 
engineering methodologies, or sci-
entific principles to meet the needs of 
and address the barriers confronted by 
individuals with disabilities in such 
areas as education, rehabilitation, em-
ployment, transportation, independent 
living, and recreation, and includes re-
habilitation engineering, assistive 
technology devices, and assistive tech-
nology services. 

(Authority: Sec. 7(13); 29 U.S.C. 706(13))

Research is classified on a continuum 
from basic to applied: 

(1) Basic research is research in which 
the investigator is concerned primarily 
with gaining new knowledge or under-
standing of a subject without reference 
to any immediate application or util-
ity. 

(2) Applied research is research in 
which the investigator is primarily in-
terested in developing new knowledge, 
information or understanding which 
can be applied to a predetermined reha-
bilitation problem or need. Applied re-
search builds on selected findings from 
basic research. 

(Authority: Sec. 202(i)(1); 29 U.S.C. 761a(i)(1))

State rehabilitation agency means the 
sole State agency designated to admin-
ister (or supervise local administration 
of) the State plan for vocational reha-
bilitation services. The term includes 
the State agency for the blind, if des-
ignated as the State agency with re-
spect to that part of the plan relating 
to the vocational rehabilitation of 
blind individuals. 

(Authority: Sec. 101(a)(1)(A); 29 U.S.C. 
721(a)(1)(A))

Target population means the group of 
individuals, organizations, or other en-

tities expected to be affected by the 
project. More than one group may be 
involved since a project may affect 
those who receive services, provide 
services, or administer services. 

(Authority: Sec. 202(i)(1); 29 U.S.C. 761a(i)(1))

Subpart B—What Projects Does 
the Secretary Assist?

§ 350.10 What are the general require-
ments for Disability and Rehabilita-
tion Research Projects? 

Disability and Rehabilitation Re-
search Projects must meet the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(a) Carry out one or more of the fol-
lowing types of activities, as specified 
in §§ 350.13–350.19: 

(1) Research. 
(2) Development. 
(3) Demonstration. 
(4) Training. 
(5) Dissemination. 
(6) Utilization. 
(7) Technical assistance. 
(b) Further one or more of the pur-

poses listed in § 350.2. 

(Authority: Sec. 202; 29 U.S.C. 761a)

§ 350.11 What are the general require-
ments for a Field-Initiated Project? 

A Field-Initiated Project must— 
(a) Further one or more of the pur-

poses in § 350.2; and 
(b) Carry out one of the following 

types of activities: 
(1) Research. 
(2) Development. 

(Authority: Sec. 202; 29 U.S.C. 761a)

§ 350.12 What are the general require-
ments for an Advanced Rehabilita-
tion Research Training Project? 

An Advanced Rehabilitation Re-
search Training Project must— 

(a) Provide research training and ex-
perience at an advanced level to indi-
viduals with doctorates or similar ad-
vanced degrees who have clinical or 
other relevant experience; 

(b) Further one or more of the pur-
poses in § 350.2; and 

(c) Carry out all of the following ac-
tivities: 

(1) Recruitment and selection of can-
didates for advanced research training. 
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