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Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Fishing by U.S. vessels is governed by
regulations implementing the FMP at 50
CFR parts 620 and 675.

In accordance with § 675.20{a}{7)(ii),
the Pacific cod TAC for the BSA! was
established by the final 1994 initial
specifications of groundfish (59 FR
7656, February 16, 1994), and increased
by an apportionment from the reserve
{59 FR 21673, April 26, 1994) to 191,000
metric tons (mt). The 1994 Pacific cod
TAC allocated to vessels using trawl
gear is 95,140 mt, and to vessels using
hook-and-line or pot gear is 92,040 mt,
pursuant to § 675.20{a)(3)(iv}: 58 FR
4009, January 28, 1894; 58 FR 21673,
April 26, 1994; and 59 FR 42778,
August 19, 1994,

The Director, Alaska Region, NMFS,
has determined, in accordance with
§875.20(a}(9), that the 1994 Pacific cod
TAC allocations to vessels using trawl
gear and to vessels using hook-and-line
or pot gear in the BSA! have been
reached. Therefore, NMFS is requiring
that further catches of Pacific cod by
vessels using trawl gear and vessels
using hoek-and-line or pot gear in the
BSAI be treated as prohibited species in
accordance with § 675.20(c)(3), effective
from 12 noon, A.Lt., November 25,
1994, until 12 midnight, A.Lt.,
December 31, 1994,

Classification

This action is taken under § 675.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866,

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 25, 1694,
Richard H. Schaefer,
Director, Office of Fisheries Conservation and
" Monogement, National Maring Fisheries
Service,
{FR Doc. 94-29535 Filed 11-25-94; 4:50 pm]
BHLLING CODE 3510-22-#

(GOA) groundfish fishery, Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands (BSAI)
management area groundfish fishery,
BSAL area king and Tanner crah
fisheries, and Pacific halibut fishery in
conveniion waters off Alaska (Research
Plan fisheries) to fund an ohserver
program to promote management,
conservation, and scientific
understanding of groundfisk, halibut,
and crab resources off Alaska.
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 1895,
through December 31, 1995.
ADORESSES: The final report
“Establishing the Fes Percentage and
Standard Exvessel Prices for 1995” is .
available from the National Marine

- Fisheries Service, PO, Box 21668,
Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim
8. Rivera, 907-586-7228,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

" Section 313 of the Magnuson Act, as
amended by section 404 of the High
Seas Driftnet Fisheries Enforcement Act,
Public Law 102-582, authorizes the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council {Council) to prepare, in
consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce, a Research Plan for all
fisheries under the Council's
jurisdiction, except salmon fisheries. On
September 6, 1994, NMFS published a
final rule (59 FR 46126) to implement
the Research Plan. That rule requires
that observers be stationed on certain
fishing vessels and at U.S. fish
processors participating in Research
Plan fisheries. The
extended to the halibut fishery off
Alaska. Observers will be deployed for
the purpose of collecting data necessary
for the conservation, management, and
scientific understanding of fisheries
under the Council’s authority, The
Research Plan also establishes a s
of fees to pay for the costs of
implementing the Research Plan,

requirements may be

50 CFR Part 677
Docket Ho. 940839--4328; L.D. 081 284A]

North Pacific Fisheries Research Plan

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service {NMFS}, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTiON: Final specifications for 1995,

“SUMMARY: NMFS announces North
Pacific Fisheries Research Plan
(Research Plan) final specifications for
calendar year 1895, The specifications
will be used to calculate fees to be paid
by participants in the Gulf of Alaska

beginning January 1, 1995. The fees are
based on the exvessel value of retained
catch from Research Plan fisheries,
NMFS published in the Federal Register
on September 12, 1994 {59 FR 46815)
proposed specifications establishing
these values for 1885. The comment
period ended on October 12, 19984, No
written cominerts were received on the
proposed specifications,

Changes From the Proposed Rule

1. Standard Exvessel Prices. Prior to
. the September 15, 1994, meeting of the
Council’s Observer Oversight
Committee (OOC), the draft report,
“Establishing the Fee Percentage and
Standard Exvessel Prices for 1995, was

revised based on recommendations
made by the Council at its June 1994
meeting and on new exvessel price and
program cost data. The OOC reviewed
the revised draft and made its
recommendations for the final fee
percentage and standard exvessel prices.
The draft report was revised for the
September 1994 Council meeting. At
that meeting, the Council: (1) Reviewed
the information in the draft report; (2)
received comments from the OOC,
Advisory Panel (AP), Science and
Statistical Committea (SSC), and the
public; (3) adopted the recommendation
of the OOC, AP, and SSC for a fee
percentage of 2 percent; and (4} adopted
the AP’s recommendations for the final
standard exvessel prices for 1995,

The AP recommended reductions in
18 of the standard exvessel prices
proposed in the draft report and an
increase in one price. For many of the
prices proposed in the draft report, the
size of the sample of fish ticket data
with exvessel price information was
large enough to provide good lower
bound estimates of the 1904 exvessel
prices. The 1994 fish ticket data tend to
provide lower bound estimates for two
reasons, First, they typically have not
been adjusted to reflect post-season
bonuses. Second, no adjustment has
been made for the lower prices paid for
small fish that are used to produce meal
and are considered to be discards for the
purposes of the fee collection program.
Therefore, the AP recommendations
appeared to be very conservative,

To determine whether the AP
recommendations were lower than the
exvessel prices expected for 1995,
NMFS reexamined the groundfish fish
ticket price data and contacted several
dominant processors to clarify the
expectations concerning exvessel prices
for 1995. This review suggested that the
AP recommendations tended to
understate the 1994 fish ticket prices
and the price expectations for 1695 of
the processors that were contacted.
Therefore, the standard exvessel prices
for groundfish established for 1995 by
NMF'S are based on 1994 groundfish
fish ticket data, instead of the AP
recommendations, when the sample
sizes are adequate. For BSAI pollock,
1994 fish ticket price data in
combination with information from
several dominant pellock processors
were used to establish the standard
exvessel prices. The processors
indicated that the prices established for
BSAI pollock are within their expected
ranges for 1995. The standard exvessel
prices established for halibut and crab
are based on price projections provided
by dominant processors for halibut and
crab, respectively. The large reductions
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in the guideline harvest levels for the
three largest crab fisheries have
increased significantly the uncertainty
concerning what the actual exvessel
prices for crab will be in 1995,

The final report “Establishing the Fee

Percentage and Standard Exvessel Prices

for 1895" and the Council
recommendations for 1985 standard
exvesse} prices indicate a net weight

price for halibut. All of the other specias

standard exvessel prices are expressed
as round-weight prices, Regulations at
§677.8(b)(iv} require g round-weight
standard exvessel price be used to
calculate the bimonthly fee assessment,
As a result, the Council's recommended
halibut net-weight price of $2.10/Ib has
been multiplied by the halibut product
recovery rate (0.75) to arrive at the

crab species, because they inadvertently
wera not included in the proposed rule.

1895 Final Research Plan
Specifications

Section 677.11(b) of the Research Plan
regulations requires NMFS to consider
comments received on the proposed
specifications and, following
consultation with the Coundil, and with
the State of Alaska in the case of
chserver coverage levels in the crab
fisheries, to publish final specifications
for the upcoming calendar year in the
Federal Register. These specifications
include standard exvessel prices, total
exvessel value, fee percentage, leveis of
observer coverage for Research Plan
fisheries, and embarkment/
disembarkment paorts for observers,

‘After considering comments received

calendar year and are the basis for
calculating bimonthly fee assessments,
Standard exvessel prices for species
harvested in Research Plan fisheries are
based on: )

a. Exvessel price information by
applicable season, area, gear, and
progcessing sector for the most recent 12-
month period for which data are
available; ' ‘

b. Factors that are expected to change
exvessel prices in the upcoming
calenciar year; and

¢. Any other relevant information that
thay affect expected exvessel prices
during the calendar year.

For 1895, the standard exvessel prices
of species from Research Plan fisheries,
based on best available information, are
as follows:

round-weight standard exvessel price on the d ificati : Price per
M proposed specifications and, .
($1.58/1b). following consultation with the Council, - Species ngﬁt ’(gjfgf
2. Species or Species Group NMFS established the 1895 annual -
Designations. Standard exvessel prices  Research Plan specifications. The final =~ Halibut coo.c.v..vovvveovsssssssnennes * 1.58
are given for species or species groups  report, “Establishing the Fee Percentage  TFanner crab
in the Research Plan fisheries. Several of and Standard Exvessel Prices for 1995 C. bairdj 3.00
these designations have been revised to  contains details of the derivation of C. opiHo ... 2.60
reflect the species or species group these final specifications, including g ?angu!a_tz.ns - 1.40
designations in the proposed 1995 sources of information and assumptions Kina crgg?n """""""""""" 1.40
annual BSAI and GOA groundfish that are not repeated here. Copies of the ”ég;ismg éay ed o, - 5.00
specifications or te provide clarification. revised report are available from NMFS - Adak red ... £.00
“Flatfish™ and “other red rockfish"™ have (see ADDRESSES). Pribilof red ........... 6.80
been removed; “other species”, “'rex - Final specifications for calendar year - - Norion Sound red ... 220
sole", “sharpchin rockfish”, and 1995 are as follows: " St Matthew blue ............ 4.30
“northern rockfish” have been added. 1. Standard exvessel prices. Standard Dutch Harbor brown ........ 3.00
Chionocetes angulatus, C. tannert, and exvessel prices are used to determine Adak brown o 3.00
Lithodes cousei have been added tothe  the annual fee percentage for the Lithodes COUSe .- 200
GROUNDFISH, BY AREA AND GEAR
Bering tgeamteu— Gulf of Alaska Regulatory Areas
ns
Season Species Westem/Central Eastern

Other 1 Trawl | oynar | Trawl | Other | Trawi

gear | gear | gear | gear | gear | gear
1 Arrowtooth flOUNTET it eeeeemninenienas 0.020| 00620] 00201 00201 0020] 0020
1. Atka mackerel ttttteraererr e anaeranasreentassmraseraTar s rarbeeLeapepar e ses 0030 | 00801 00801 0080 [ cveeee | coeeiens
1. Deepwater Bathsh? et rersa s sssssvesninees | senrersene e | C136 | 01361 01541 0,154
i Demersal shelf rockfish3 . corerrenve | evererrerne 0.3061 0.151| 0483 0.151
1. Fiathead sole ..ovvveeeneen. 0122 01221 0122
1. Greenland turbot ... —
LA Other lathSN? e | B080 T 0080 1 i | e | e ] s
1. Other species? | 0.020
1. Qther 10CKASH® e ] GABE T 0120 i b e | e b,
1. Pacific ocaan perch 0.120
[ Pacific cod . 0.153
1. Pe}agzc si':eii rcckﬁs?t’ 0.130
1. Poliock | 0.088
2. Polock ... 0.080
A Hex sofe ... 0217
1. ROCK SO oo iressscmssesenarerensecnncscsssessesnmmnsesneres | B0 ] 0308 | e | v b e b
2 ROCK SRR ..o eenenenssnsensnsmnnneenne | OBO L 0060 | e [ e b b
1 Sablefish ..o 1030
1. Shaliow-water flatfish@ 0.172
1. Sharpchin rockfish oo e b 004 ] 0304 | i | i | | e
1. NOMBBIT FOUKISTE .ot re st st essss e e seesaemescsnranssssnsns 0104 1 0.104
1. Shortraker/rougheye rockfish @ . 02001 0200
1. Slope rockiish 10 e 0.252 0.104
1 Thornyhead rocklish .o e 08311 0258

-
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GROUNDFISH, BY AREA AND GEAR—Continued
Bering Sea/Aleu- |  Guilf of Alaska Reguiatory Areas
fians
Season’ Species Western/Central Eastern
Other | Traw! [ Other | Trawl | Other | Traw
gea 9947 | ‘gear | gear | gear | gear
| SO Yellowfin sole . bt s e eR e e et raarr R e e 0.080 0 0080
! For both pollock and rock sole, season 1 is January-March and season 2 is the rest of the year. For alf remaining species, season 1 is the
entire year,
2 Dezpnwater flatfish in the GOA means Dover sole and Greenfand turbot,

*Demersal shelf rockfish in the GOA means Sabasfes pinniger (canary), S. nebulosus
helvomaculatus (rosethom), S. nigrocinctus (tiger), and S ruberrimus (yelloweye).

2 Other flatfish in the BSA! means flatfish not including Pacific halibut, flathead sole,

Other species in the BSAI and the GOA means sculpins, sharks, skates, eulachon,

©Other rockfish in the BSAl means all Sebastes and Sebastolobus species except
fish, shortraker rockfish, ard rougheye rocifish.

TPelagic shelf rockfish in the GOA means Sebasles melanaps (Black), 8. mystinus (blue), 8. cliatus {dusky)

- favidus {yeliowtail),

(_china}, 8. caurinus {copper), S. maliger (quitiback), .

Greenland turbot, rock sole, and yellowfin sole.
smeits, capelin, squid, and octopus.
for Pacific ocean perch, sharpchin rockfish, rorthem rogk-

, 8 entenieias {widow}, and S.

* 8Shallow-water flatish in the GOA means flatfish not including deep-water flatfish, flathead sale, rex sole, or arrowtooth fiounder.

¢ Shortraker/rougheye rockfish means Sebastes borealis (shortraker) and S. aleutianus (rou
9 Slope rockfish in the GOA means Sebasfes aurora {aurora), S. melanostomus (biack?
8. crameri (darkblotch), S. efongatus (greenstriped), S. varegates {harlequin), 8. wilsoni
(sharpchin), S. jordani (shortbelly), S. brevispinis {silvergrey), S.
(remnq‘ed}, and S. reedi (yello th
Gtar o

For 1995, the estimate of the exvessel
value of groundfish excludes one hailf of
the value of retained catch delivered by
catcher vessels 260 ft (18.3 m) length
overall ($160.6 million/2 = $80.3
million} because this retained catch is

2. Total exvessel value. The total
exvessel value of Research Plan fisheries
is calculated as the sum of the product
of the standard exvessel prices
established for the calendar year and

i, 8.
diploproa (splitnose), $. saxicola

),
paucispinis (bocacciol, 8. goodsi (chilipepper),
{pygmy), 5. proriger (redsfripe), S. zgcentrus
stripetall), 8. miniatus (vermilion), 8. babcocki

" {or price indicates that for that area, that particular species or species group designation is not applicable.

only subject to the processors’ portion of
the fee percentage. '
For 1995, projected total exvessel
values of species from Research Plan
fisheries, based on best available
information, are as follows:

projected retained catches, by species,

PROJECTED 1995 RETAINED CATCH (ROUND WEIGHT), PRICE, AND EXVESSEL VALUE BY SPECIES

Refained Exvessel
Species catch’ (x1,000 | Price?2 ($/ib) valye 8
_ . Ibs) {(x31,000
Hatibut LA SRR e R SR b e PSR A 184 F e e men e se e nnn o s 58,667 1.58 92,400
Tanner crab: :
C. BRI «eroctssstermras s st s e s sseras s eesseses e s e eeseeeeese RS 7.500 3.00 22500
Co 0PI vt ves s s - S 55,7060 2.60 111,400
King crab:
Bristo! Bay red 0 5,00 0
Adak red ............. 1,000 5.00 5,000
2,600 6.80 13,600
300 2.20 . 680
St. Matthew blue ... 3,000 4.30 12,800
Dutch Harbor brown ... 1,200 300 3,600
AGEK DIOWN ... v cosseee e ees oo 4,100 3.00 12,300
TOtal 18D ..o e 74,800 181,960
Groundfish:

. AITOWIOOM FOUMDET ©.ovoeres e ee e seee oo 3,475 0.02 70
AR MICKEIEH 1ovoreorierrerssses e mreresssssse s ssss s s sne s soeseeeoss s 120,226 0.02|. 10,820
Deep-water atsh .o 3,210 G.14 437

1,820 0.40 645

14,468 0.12 1,765

13,691 0.1 2,875

Diher flatfish 7,830 0.06 476
Other species .. 3,386 | 0.15 491
Othar FOCKASH ..ot ee e, 8562 0.41 388
Pacific ocean perch 32,852 0.12 3,846
Pacific cod ............ 355,754 0.6 55,165
Pelagic shelf rockfish 5877 0.15 860
Pollock v, 2744282 .08 218,471
ROX 808 it e 9,414 0.20 1.845
ROCK 5018 e, 44,712 0.21 8,382
Sablefish ... 52,226 1.19 62,054
Shallow-water flatfish 13,685 0.14 1.958
Shampchin/northem 1,983 0.10 207
Shortrakarrougheye ..., 4,677 0.20 835
SIOP8 TOCKISI orvecrmr e eseceneeseeecse oo 12,017 1,358

6.1
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PROJECTED 1995 RETAINED CATCH (ROUND WEIGHT), PRICE, AND EXVESSEL VALUE BY SPECIES—Continued

Retained "
Species catcht ();1 006 | Price2 $4b) E“&%ﬁe&‘ﬁ”ﬁs
bs ’
Thorayhead rockish v 1,803 0.36 645
Yelowfin $oie ... 146,685 0.06 8,801
Total? groundfish ... 3,505,840 3383616
Research plan G3heries tOIA1Y st e e e snerereraerersassnser one 85658,000,000

! Retained caich for groundfish and crab species excludes catch from State waters, .
2Exvesse] prices for groundiish are weighted average prices aoross area, gear and season,
3The product of retained cach and price does not necessarily equal the exvessel value due to rounding of retained catch and price.
4Totals do not necessarily equai sums of all species due to rounding of retained catch and price.

Sin millions.

3. Resenrch Plan fee percentoge. The
Research Pian fee percentzge for a
calendar year must equai the lesser of 2
percent of the exvessel value of retained
catch in the Research Plan fisheries or
the fee percentage calculated using the
following equation:

Fee percentage = [100 x {RRPC-FB-
QF)/Vi/{1-NPR],
where: _

RRPC is the projection of recoverable

‘Research Plan casts for the coming yeer;

¥B is the projected end of the year
balance of funds collected under the
Research Plan;

OF is the projection of other funding
for the coming year;

V is the projected exvessel value of
retained cateh in the Research Plan
fisheries for the coming year; and

NPR is the percent {expressed as a
decimal) of fee assessments that are
expected to result in nonpayment.

For 1995, the best estimate of RRPC is
$13.8 million. FB will be 50 for 1995,
because no balance of funds exist at the
end of 1994 to apply against program
costs.in 1995. OF for 1895 is projected

to be $2.6 million, consisting of $2.1
million from NMFS and $0.5 million
from the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game. V for 1993 is estimated:to be
$577.7 million, as described under item
2 above, NPR is estimated at 3 percent.
Therefore, applying the formula ahove,
the calculated fee percentage would be:

[100 x ($13.8 million—-$0-$2.6
million}/$577.7 million}/(1~.03} = 2.0
percent.

Because the calculated fee is equal to
the maximum assegsable fee, the fee
percentage for 1995 is 2.0 percent.

4. Observer coverage. For 1995,
observer coverage levels in Research
Plan fisheries are unchanged from 1994
and are set out at §677.10(a).

5. Embarkment/disembarkment ports.
For 1995, observer contractors and
operators of vessels required to have
observer coverage arrange for observer
embarkment and disembarkment. NMFS
is not involved in this arrangement.
Therefore, specification of embarkment/
disembarkment ports for 1995 is not
necessary.

During November 1994, NMFS
distributed standard exvessel prices to
participants in the Research Plan
fisheries, as well as other information
on the 1985 fee collectien program, to
facilitate industry planning for the 1985
implementation of the Research Plan.
Except for halibut, the final standard

- exvessel prices specified in this action

are unchanged from those distributed to
Research Plan fishery participants, The
halibut price has been revised to reflect
a round-weight price as described
abave. .

Classification

This action is taken under the
authority of 50 CFR 677.11, as
published at 59 FR 46126, September 6,
1994, and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12868,

Dated: November 28, 1994.

Gary Matlack,
Program Management Officer, Nationol
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 94--29639 Filed 11-30-94; 8:45 am}
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P




