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Dateq: Aprii 12, 1494,
Herbert W. Kaufman,
Deputy Director, Office of Protected
Rescurces. Notionai Marine Fisheries Setvice,
Deparument of Commerce.
Ralph W. Alewins, (T
Advanced Pesearch Projects Agency.
Depariment of Defense.
IFR Doc. 949154 Filed 4—14-4; 8:45 ami
SALIMG CODE 2910740

LD, 030194C}
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), Natiomal QOceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAAJ,
Commerce.

ACTiON: Approval of a fishery
management plan amendment.

SUMMARY: NMF'S announces approval of
Amendment 32 to the Fishery
SManagement Plan for Groundfish of the
Guif of Alaska (FMP). This amendment
establishes a pian to rebuiid stocks of
the rockfish Pacific ocean perch {(POP}
(Sebastes alutus) in the Gulf of Alaska
{GOA). This acticn is necessary to
improve the conservation and
management of POP and is intended 1o
further the goals and objectives of the
FMP,
EFFECTIVE DATE: March 31, 1994.
AODRESSES: Copies of Amendment 32,
the envimnmt;t:} assessment pmff'?}' nd
the economic re or t
amendment are uv::f:b e from the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council,
P.O. Box 103128, Anchorage. AK 99510;
telephone 907-271-2809.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
susan {. Salveson, NMFS, Alaska
Region. 907-586~7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY W [E: l;i:n
highly valued groundfish
cnﬁrzercially harvestad in the GOA
since the esrly 19680°s. Annual harvest
amounts of this species peaksd in 1965
when foreign trawk operations took an
estimated 350,000 metric tons {mt).
Since then, harvests of POP have
declined drastically and the 1993
domestic catch of POP totaled just over
2.060 mt. The current spawner biomass
is estimated to be 15-20 perceat of the
level observed d the 1960's.

The Nonth Pacific
Management Council {Councii) believes
that incressing the biomass of POP is
necessary ta achisve optimum vield in
the POP fishery. ﬂun'nz:‘zsz. the
Council requested the lopment of
an FMP amendment that would
establish a plan to rebuild POP stocks.
In spita of incressingly consegvative
management, theas stocks remain below

optimurm leveis. At its September 1993
meeting, the Council reviawed the
esultant EA and approved Amenament
32 for review by the Secretary of
Commarce (Secretary) under section
304{b) of the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
{(Magnuson Act).

A Notice of Availability of
Amendment 32, which descnbed the
proposed action and solicited comments
from the public until March 7, 1994,
was published in the Federal Register
(59 FR 295. January 4, 1994} Duc to a
miscalculation in the comment period
deadline of March 7. 1994, the Office of
the Federal Reginter subsequentiv
published a carrection in the Federal
Register (59 FR 4978, February 2. 1994)
that adjusted the comment period
deadline to February 28, 1994, the end
of the 60-day comment period provided
for FMP emendments under sectnon
304{aK11C) of the Magnusan Act.

NMFS received a request to extend
the 60-day comrment period to allow
time for consideration of preliminary
results of the NMFS 1993 Triennsai
Trawi Survey of GOA groundfish
resources. including POP. NMFS agreed
that 1993 survey ion on POP
stocks should be considered prior to the
final decision by the and
extended the camment period through
March 11, 1994 (53 FR 10612, Mazch 7.
1994). Three letters of comments were
received through March 11 and are
summarized and responded to in the
“Reaponse to Comments™ section of this
preambie. After ;:nm under the
Magnuson Act, the Secretary
daterminad that Amendment 32 is
consistent with the Magnuson Act and
uther applicable laws and approved
Amendment 32 on March 31, 1994,
Additional informaticn on the POP
rebuilding strategy set forth under
Amendment 32 is contained in the
January 4. 1994, Notice of Availability
(59 FR 295).

Impilementation of the Amendmant

No reguistory changes are necessary
to implement this FMP amendment,
POP stocks will be considered to be
rebuilt when the total biomass of mature
femaies is equal to or greater than By
{Currenily estimatad at 150.000 mt).
Annuai total sllowable catch (TAC)
amounts for POP established for the
GOA reguiatory areas wiil b based on

spwcifiad annually under
existing requistions at § 672.20{a2).
Response to Corunents

Threa isttars of commants wers
received within the comment period
that ended March 11. 1994. Two ietters

wem supportve of the POP stock
rebuilding strategy proposed under
Amendment 32 and one letter opposed
il. A summary of comments and NMFS's
response follow.

Comment 1. The proposed Rockfish
Hebuilding Plan is supported becausa it
provides a good framework within
which the Council can manage the POP
stocks.

Response: NMFS concurs and has
approved the amendment.

Comment 2. The resuits of the 1993
Triennial Trawi Survey in the GOA aru
encouraging. The new survey data and
age structure data in NMFS stock
assessment madeis should show the
POP stock much closer to the target
hiomass of 150,000 mt. Under
Amendment 32, the optimal target
hiomass should be reached even sooner
than prolected,

Response: Preliminery anaivsis of
Jata collected during the 1993 Triennial
Trawi Survevy of the GOA groundfish
resource indicotes an increass in POP
biomass reiative to 1990 survey resuits.
NMFS notes that the iength-frequency
sampies collected during the 1993
sutvey show a reiatively unimodal size
composition with no obvious evidence
of new recruitroent which would
account for the biomass increase from
1990. NMF3S is cautious about placing
too much emphasis on the resulis of tha
1993 survey as the only indication of a
strong recovery of the POP resource in
the GOA. given the apparent lack of
significant rocruitment since 1990, the
difficulties in assessing the biomasns of
rockfish resources, and the large
uncertainty associsted with estimating
the biomass of POP (pius or minus 45
percent based on the 1993 traw| survey
data). Additional data will need to be
collected and assessod before defipitive
statements about tha apparent recavery
of the POP resourcs can be supportad,

Comment 3. The P‘gft stock rebuilding
strategy proposed under Amendment 32
is inappropriate given the NMFS 1993
Triennial! Trawl Survey dats, which
support vastly increased biormass
estimates refative to those available to
the Council when it
Amendment 32, Using data from the
1993 Triennial Survey and & 95 percent
confidence interval, NMFS
preliminarily sstimastes the POP biomass
to be within tha 255.000 m¢t to 668.000
mt range. This biomass estimate sxceeds
the targst biomass of 153,000 mt and
indicates that the costly rebuiiding
stralegies proposed under Amendment
32 are unnecessary.

Responsa: Increasing the biomass of
POP is necessary to achieve optimum
vield in the POP fishery. The Council
justified the iower POP harvests and
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resultant foregone revenuss under the
POP stock rebuiiding strategy set forth
under Amendment 32 as being
necessary to rebuild stock biomass (o
the desired target levei (Busy = 150.000
mt mature femaies) within a reasonabie
period of time (14 years).

Although the results of the 1993
Trienniai Survey appear promising,
NMF'S does not recommend that
resource abundance trends he projected
from the results of a single survey (see
the response to Comment 2). As a point
of clarification, the preliminary biomass
estimate from the 1993 survey data
{255-666 thousand mit) is caiculated for
ali POP in the GOA, not just the
companent of the POP resource
comprised of mature females.
Additional anaiyses will need to be
completed o estimate the biomass of
mature females based on data collected
Juring the 1993 Trienmal Trawl Survey
and to assess the status of this
component of the POP resource relative
ta the target Busy, NMFS, in
consultation with the Council and its
Scientific and Statisticai Committee,
wiil continue to assess the status of the
POP stocks and will adjust the
management of the resource consistent
with the intent of Council’s rebuilding
policy set forth under Amendment 32.

Comment 4. Rather than pursue
unnecessary and costly POP stock
rebuilding strategies under Amendment
32, 2 more approprists action would be
to foster better understanding of POP
population dynamics through resource
funded annual survey programs. similar
to the pilot project conducted during the
summer of 1993.

Response: NMFS scknowiedges that
greater understanding of POP
population dynamics generally would
provide better stock assessments and
biomass projections for this fishery
resource. As a result, NMFS$ will
continue to consider research projects
that are designed to collect additionai
data on GOA fishery resources in
addition to the triennisil trawi surveys.
However, NMFS believes that the POP
stock rebuilding strategy set forth under
Amendment 32 is a prudent
conservation policy that should be
pursued until analyses of data collected
through either the NMFS triennial
surveys or other research indicate that
the target sbundance level
recommended by the Council has been
reached.

Dated: Apni 11, 1994,
David S. Crestin,
Acttng Director, (Mfice of Fisheries
Conservation and Management. Nationai
Marine Fisheries Service.
PR Doc. 94~4093 Filed 4~-14~84; 8:45 ami
BILLING CODE 1510-22.5

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEQPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Proposed Additions
and Deletion

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Proposed additions to and
deletion from procurement list.

SUMMARY: The Committes has received
propossls to add to the Procurement List
commodities, military resale
commodities and services to be
furnished by nonprofit egencies
employing persons who are blind or
have other severe disabilities, and to
deiete a commodity previously
fumnished by such sgencies.

COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED ON OR
BEFORE: May 16, 1994.

ADORESSES: Comumittes for Purchase
From Peopie Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, Crystal Square 3, suite 403,
1735 jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3461.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Beverly Milkman (703) 603-7740.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published pursuant to 41
U.S.C. 47(a} (2) and 41 CFR 51-2-3. lls
purpose is to provide interested persons
an opportunity to submit commants on
the possible impact of the proposed
actions,

Additions

1f the Committes approves the
proposed additions, ail entities of the
Federal Government {except as
otherwise indicated) will be required to
procure the commaodities, military resale
commodities and services listed below
from nonprofit egencies employing
persons who are blind or have other
ssvers disabilities.

1 centify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantisl number of smail entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. The action will not result in any
additionai reporting. recordkeeping or
other compliance requirements for smaii
entities other than the smail
organizations that wiil furnish the

commodities, militarv resale
cornmodities and services to the
Gavernment.

Z. The action does not appear (o have
d severg economic impact on cusrent
contractors for the commodities.
military resale commodities and
SRIVICes.

3. The action will result in
authorizing smail entities to furnish tha
commodities, military resale
commodities and services to the
Governmant.

4. There are no known regulatory
aiternatives which wouid accompiish
the obiectives of the javits-Wagner-
O'Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46 - 48¢) in
connection with the commodities,
military resale commodities and
services proposed for addition o the
Procurement List.

Commertts on this certification are
invited. Commenters should identify the
statement(s) underlying the cernfication
on which they are providing additional
information.

The foliowing commeodities and
services have been proposed for
addition ta Procurement List for

roduction by the nonprofit sgencies
isted:
Commodities

Sling, Smali Arm

1005-01-083-8113

NPA: Wichita Industries and Services
for the Blind, Inc. Wichita, Kansas

Adhesive Tape, Surgical

6510-01~-370-4099

6510--00~926—5882

£510-00-926-.8883

6510-01-370-4100

6510-01-~-368~2659

6510-01-368-2660

6510~01-285-3896

6510-01~-284-5110

6510011070223

6510010601639

NPA: Raleigh Lions Clinic for the Blind.

Inc., Raleigh, North Carolina

Military Resale Commodities

Pad, Replacement, Handle Scrubber

M.R. 540

M.R. 5458

M.R. 546

NPA: Beacon Lighthouse, Inc., Wichita

Falls, Texas

Services

Administrative Services

Interagency Cooperative Administrative
Support Unit (CASU)

230 South Dearborn Street and other
locations

Chicago, illlnois

NPA: Ada 5. McKinley Community
Services, Chicago, illinois



