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4. In §648.140 paragraphs {(b){1)
through {b)(7) are redesignated as (b}{3}
through {b)(8), respectively, paragraphs
(©)(1) and (b)(2) are added, paragraph ()
is revised, and paragraph {d} is added to
read as follows:

§648.140 Catch quotas and other
restrictions,

ay=**
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(1} A commercial quota allocated to
quarterly periods set from a range of {0}
to the maximum allowed to achieve the
specified target exploitation rate
specified in paragraph (a) of this
section. Implementation of this measure
will begin in 1998,

{2) A commercial trip limit set from
a range of (0} 10 the maximum allowed
to assure that the quarterly quota is not
exceeded.
- - »

{¢) Annual fishing measures. The
Demersal Species Committee shall
review the recommendations of the
Black Sea Bass Monitoring Commitree,
Based on these recommendations and
any public comment, the Demersal
Species Committee shall make its
recommendations to the Council with
respect to the measures necessary (o
assure that the target exploitation rate
specified in paragraph {a) of this section
are not exceeded. The Council shall
review these recommendations and,
based on the recommendations and
public comment, make
recommengations to the Regional
Director with respect to the measures
necessary to assure that the target
exploitation rate specified in paragraph
{a) of this section is not exceeded.
Inecluded in the recommendation will be
supporting documents, as appropriate.
concerning the environmental and
ecanomic impacts of the proposed
action. The Regional Director will
review these recommendations and any
recommendations of the Commission.
After such review, the Regional Director
will publish a proposed rule in the
Federal Register by October 15 to
implement a quarterty coastwide
commercial quota, a recreational harvest
Himit, and additional management
measures for the commercial fishery. A
proposed rule will be published in the
Federal Register by February 15 w0
implement additional management
measures for the recreational fishery, if
the Regional Director determines that
such measures are necessary to assure
that the target exploitation rate specified
in paragraph (a) of this section is not
exceeded. After considering public
comment, the Regional Director will
publish a final rule in the Federal
Register to implement the measures

- *

necessary to assure that the target
exploitation rate specified in paragraph
{a} of this section is not exceeded.

{(d) Distribution of annual quota. (1)
Beginning January 1. 1998, a coastwide
cemmercial quota will be allocated by
quarterly periods based upon the
following percentages:

QUARTERLY COMMERCIAL QUOTA

SHARES
Share
Quarter {percent)
January-March . 18.64
April-June ... . 29.28
July-September . 12.33
October-December . . 19.77

(2) Ail black sea bass landed for sale
in the states from North Carolina
through Maine by a vessel with a
moratorium permit issued under
§648.4{a)(7) of this part shall be apptied
against that quarter's coastwide
commercial quota, regardiess of where
the black sea bass were harvested. Al
black sea bass landed for sale in the
states from North Carolina through
Maine by any vessel without a
moratorium permit and fishing
exclusively in state waters north of
35°15.3" N. fat. will be counted against
the quota by the state in which it is
landed pursuant to the Fishery
Management Ptan for the Black Sea Bass
Fishery adopted by the Atlantic Stazes
Marine Fisheries Commission. The
Regional Director will determine the
date on which the quarterly quota wiil
be harvested and the EEZ north of
35715.3" N. lat. closed. The Regional
Director will publish a notica in the
Federal Register advising that. upan
that date, no vessel may possess black
sea bass in this area during a closure,
nor may vessels issued a moratorium
permit land black sea bass during the
closure. Any overages of the commercial
coastwide quota landed will be
deducted from that quarter’s coastwide
quota for the following year.
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ACTION: Notice of Availabilisy of an
Amendment to the Fishery M
Pian for the Groundlish Fidd
Bering Sea and Aleutian istand
request for comments,
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SUMMARY: The Narth Pacil
Management Council {Tou
submizted Amendmoent 37 1o the T
Management Plan for the Groundlisi
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
{slands Area (FMDP) for Seceptaria!
review. Amendment 37 would osrabbish
the Red King Crab Savings Ares trav]
closure angd the Nearshore Brisind Bay
trawi closure. require increased ohser e
COVErage on some vesseis inshe closane
arcas, and adjust the Zone ool King
crah prohibired specics carets s
hased on Bristol Bav rod King orab
abundance and hinmass
pates: Comments nn e
ameidhment shoult! he s
belore October 29, 10446,
ADDRESSES: Comments oo rhe AL
amendment should be submiroed o
Ronald |. Berg, Chief, Fisheries
Management Division, Afaska Region
NMFS. P.O. Box 21668, Tuneau, Alaska
998021668, Aun: Lori Gravel, ny
delivered to the Federal Building, 715
West 9th Street, Junecau, AR, Copies af
Amendment 37 and the oy iionmenat
assessment/regulatory i CTorevissa/
inttial regutatory Nexibil
(EA/RIIRTA) prepared for the
amendment are available from the North
Pacilic Fishery Managemen: Council,
605 West dth Avenue, Sube 205,
Ancharage, AK 99501-2232 tetophinne
807 -271 -28040.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: }\'r‘;(!
Brix. 807-386-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Magnuson Fishery Conservarion and
Management Act (Magnuson Aet)
requires that cach Regional Fishory
Management Couneil subimilany sl
management plan or plan meendhnent
prepares o NMES for review argd
approval. disapproval, or partia!
disapproval. The Magnuson At alwo
requires that NMES upon recriving a
fishery management plan or
amendmeont, mediatels
notice that the fishery minn
or amendient is available S o
review and conunent, NS il
consider the public commens receivod
during the comment period in
determining whether to approve
FAMP or amendmoen:,
Bering Sea crah stocks
refatively low tevels hascd o
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Brisrol Bay red king craly is a0 abour ane
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fifth record fovels. The red Ring ¢

raly




Federal Register / Vol

81, No. 174 / Friday, September 8,

1

1996 7 Proposed Rules 4

stock is at its iowest level since the
fishery was closed after the first stock
collapse in 1983. In 1994 and 1885,
Bristoi Bay was closed to red king crab
fishing because the female threshold of
8.4 miliion crab was not reached. In
addition, the annual NMES trawl
surveys indicated little prospect for
increased recruitment of mature males
or females. and low female spawning
biomass. Also, the area east of 163° W,
long. was closed to Tanner crab fishing
o minimize the bycatch of fernale red
king crabs.

In view of the declining red king crab
stock and the need to further protect

and conserve red king crab in the Bristol
Bay arez of the Bering Sea. Amendment
37 would implement the following
management measures:

I. A year round closure in a portion
of Bristol Bay, the Red King Crab
Savings Area (RKCSAL w directed
fishing for groundfish by vesseis using
non-pelagic trawl gear;

2. A year round closure to all rawling
in the nearshore waters of Bristol Bay.
except that a portion weould be left apen
during the period April 1 to June 15
each year: and

3. Adiustments (o the Zone | P5C
limit for red king crab waken in trawl
fisheries.

Amendment 37 isin
deciining populations

and (o further the goals as

of the FMP.

o
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