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the Navy’s assessment of whether any
taking occurred within the SURTASS
LFA sonar mitigation and buffer zones
and estimates of the percentage of
marine mammal stocks affected by
SURTASS LFA sonar operations (both
within and outside the safety and buffer
zones), using predictive modeling based
on operating locations, dates/times of
operations, system characteristics,
oceanographic environmental
conditions, and animal demographics.
The annual report will also include an
analysis of the effectiveness of the
mitigation measures with
recommendations for improvements
where applicable, an assessment of any
long-term effects from SURTASS LFA
sonar operations, and any discernible or
estimated cumulative impacts from
SURTASS LFA sonar operations.

NEPA

The Navy completed and released its
Draft SEIS to the public for review on
October 28, 2005 (70 FR 62102). That
document was available to the public
for review until December 28, 2005, but
was extended until February 10, 2006.
NMFS is a cooperating agency in the
preparation of the Draft SEIS and will
either adopt it or prepare its own NEPA
document before making a
determination on the issuance of
regulations and LOAs for this activity.

Information Solicited

As this document is being published
in conformance with NMFS regulations
implementing the incidental take
program (50 CFR part 216, subpart I),
NMFS requests interested persons to
submit comments, information, and
suggestions concerning the request and
the possible structure and content of the
regulations to allow the taking. As
provided by 50 CFR 216.105, NMFS will
consider this information in developing
any proposed regulations to authorize
the taking. Because this notice contains
only a summarization of the proposed
Navy action, NMFS requests
commenters read the Navy MMPA
application and Draft OEIS/EIS on this
action prior to submitting comments, as
those documents contain information
necessary to respond appropriately to
this action. If NMFS proposes
regulations to allow this take, interested
parties will be provided with a 45—day
comment period within which to submit
comments on the proposed rule.

Dated: September 22, 2006
James H. Lecky,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E6-15936 Filed 9—-27—-06; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public committee
meeting.

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Council) Steller
Sea Lion Mitigation Committee
(SSLMC) will meet in Anchorage, AK.

DATES: The meetings will be held on
October 16—18, 2006, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Hawthorne Suites, 1110 West 8th
Avenue, Anchorage, AK.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 605 W.
4th Ave., Suite 306, Anchorage, AK
99501-2252.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bill
Wilson, North Pacific Fishery
Management Council; telephone: (907)
271-2809.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The issues
to be discussed: Minutes of last meeting;
review comments on proposal ranking
tool from Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC); refine proposal
ranking tool as appropriate, receive
report on Board of Fisheries meeting of
October 14—15; receive presentations on
proposals from submitters; discuss
proposals; discuss Adaptive
Management Subcommittee Report.
Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Gail Bendixen,
(907) 271-2809, at least 5 working days
prior to the meeting date.

Dated: September 25, 2006.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E6-15918 Filed 9-27-06; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public committee
meeting.

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Council) Steller
Sea Lion Mitigation Committee
(SSLMC) will meet in Seattle, WA.
DATES: The meetings will be held on
October 30, 2006 through November 1,
2006, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., each day.
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Alaska Fishery Science Center, 7600
Sand Point Way, Building 4, Seattle,
WA.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 605 W.
4th Ave., Suite 306, Anchorage, AK
99501-2252.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bill
Wilson, North Pacific Fishery
Management Council; telephone: (907)
271-2809.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The issues
to be discussed: Minutes of last meeting;
continue refining and finalize Proposal
Ranking Tool (PRT); run proposals
through PRT; evaluate proposals in light
of PRT scores and additional
information; prepare proposal package
for Council Review.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.



