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This special edition of The Brief examines the new ZAB Pilot Report (PIREP) form, and a 
summer enhancement to the existing form.  The new Summer PIREP form was created to 
enhance safety of flight and efficient flow of aircraft during the summer thunderstorm season.  
Pilot reports are crucial for filling in weather data gaps between radars and to supplement other 
forms of weather data.  Limitations in Weather Radar coverage can be seen in following image.  

 

Figure 1.  National Weather Service (NWS) Weather Radar Coverage Map with ZAB border, courtesy of SRI 
International. 

As noted in Figure 1, significant radar coverage gaps in ZAB’s area necessitate greater reliance 
on pilot reports.  To facilitate a record of thunderstorm information, the PIREP form data blocks 
have been adjusted to create more room for remarks.  Figure 2 on the next page shows a 
comparison of the old and new PIREP forms.  Form elements have not changed per se; the new 
layout is merely designed to take advantage of unused space on the old PIREP form. 
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Figure 2.  Comparison of Old and New PIREP forms. 

A different version of the new PIREP form has been created for summer thunderstorm season.  It 
contains a modified remarks section that describes specific information about thunderstorm 
weather hazards that are useful for controllers, pilots, and meteorologists alike.  The following 
image shows how the remarks section of the new PIREP form was modified for summer season. 

 

Figure 3.  Comparison of the two new PIREP forms for winter and summer seasons. 



3 
 

For aid in coding, a PIREP Element Code Chart (PECC) has been added to the back of the form 
for quick reference.  The two PECC’s, and highlights of the modifications added for the summer 
season, can be seen in Figure 3. 

 

Figure 4.  Back side of new PIREP forms - PECC Comparison 

 

The following are examples for Summer PIREPs with thunderstorm/convective activity: 

Example 1: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIREP CODE: 

UA OV SJN/TM 1815/FL300/TP B737/WX 
TS ALQDS/RM TS TOPS FL340..DEV 20 MI 
N OF CRS..RAPID DVLPMT 
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Example 2: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Remember that Urgent PIREPs differ from Routine PIREPs in the following ways : 

 

PIREP CODE: 

UUA OV FTI/TM 2110/FL180/TP E145/WX 1 
INCH HAIL/RM TS OVR MOUNTAINS..TOPS 
UNKN..BASES 080 1 INCH HAIL 

E 145 


