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PART XIX.

THE TURTLE AND TERRAPIN FISHERIES.
By FREDERICK 'V. TRUE.

I.-THE rfURTLE FISHERY.

1. 'J'URTLE :b'ISHERIES OF NORTil CAROLlNA.

The most nortiJern points at which any consitlerable tnrtle fi~heJ'Y is prosoouted aJ'(1 Beaufort,

aUlI Moreht>·ad City, N. C.
A small number of loggerhead, hawks-bill, and green turtles enter Coye and Boglie Sonnds

ltnd other shallow inlets in this vicinity during the summer months. in R("d'LwIl offood. The gr~(ln

turtI8Il arrh'e about the first of April and disappear earl:r in November. The loggerheads aud
lw,wks-bills are of DlediulIl size, tho a.verage wei«ht of the former being about 50 pounds; the green
turtles are small, and weigh about 8 ponnds each.

The capture of loggerheads in tbis vicinity was formerly effected by means of spears or
" ganges." The turtles were stru<lk by the fishermen with these implements while Ilwimming in
the water. Tbey were frequently very badly wounded, however, aud often injured to such a
degree that they were unfit for l'lhipment or sall.l. To avoid this difficulty Mr. Jos.hua J..ewiOi, of
Morehead City, conceived the idea of diving upon the turtles while in the water, and securing
them with his hands. Wben starting ont in search of them. he ties' the pain tel' of his boat to his
leg; then rowing "&loog leisn~ly until one is se,en, he '<lpprill\C.hes it and dive.'il npon it. fmm the.

boat. Seizing the anterior edge of the ca.rapllOO with one hand, and the POlltl'rior edge with the
other, be turns the head of the turtle upward, when the a.nimal· immediately rises to the surface,
bringing the ftl!lbetma.n with it. If the wnt(!l' is decp he 8teen~ the turtle toward llsboaler spot"

l,eeping hold of it witlt. one hand; and with the otller I.uIlillg tho boat aftl:\r hiro. \Vllell a. ~uitable
spot j~ reacbed he seizes the animal and t brows it into thl1 Ima t. U titlally there is no dillicult;y in
\>ringiog tnrtles to the I:lurfa.ee and directing tlH!m toward sballow water, but ocCasionally a very

large one is encountered, which is strong and unmanageable. In Buch case the fisherman is fOrcl:',d
to let go his hold and return to the surface; allowing the tltrtle to ~(lape.

The methodof "Capturing tnrtlcs by diving is employed at present by many of the fishermen
ill this 1000000ty, and the. grearer proportion of those taken are captured in this way. Good
~wimn:iers do not hesitate to dive for a turtle when seen, however great may be the depth of the
water.

The smAll Jiumber of hawks.bill turtles taken are captured by the same metbOd as that
employed fol'-loggaobead8,andwmaUy no distinCtion is made between the two kinds. Thegreen
tnt'tlesB;re. tlaUiJht in"~.:n$ and S8inea. ~

Theloggerhoad,Qui;lesfilida ready Bale at limit-ed prices in the interior cities of North Oaro-
'.. .. .. ~
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lina, and a smull Rhipping busille~8 haH been established. The fishermen receive about 50 cents
apiece for the turtles, which induces them to catch all t,lmt cOllie in their way, but does not war­
rant their tmga,ging vcry extensively in the fisher;r. The average annual catch of loggerheads in
this vidnity docs not exceed two hundred.

The green turtles are wmally l'ut,ell by the fishermen, who cOIH;ider them a delicacy, but OCCl1­

Qionally they are sold to dealers for abollt 15 cents apiece. The catch at tbis point, if sold at local

prices, would have a value of liot mon~ than $50.

2. TURTLE FH3HERIES OF SOUTH CAIWLINA.

At Charlestou, S. C., a few ~wall grel~1l turtlcf; arc taken at irreg-ular intenal.s. In weight

the,}" ,-ar:)' ordinarii)' from ,'j to 15110UlUls, the largellt spcdrneus weighing liot more than ~5 pounds.

Tu('y are mmall.y (~allght, hy accideut ill tlw dmg~8eillesor CU:-;t-llcts used for the capture of shrimp.
I'rohahl'y not more tball oue hundred and fifty arc taken nunually, ill the season, which extends
from JUU(1 to the middle of September,

'I'he fi~hermen "ell the turtles to the lllurlietmen for their ell)' t.r:H1(', u.tHl recein'. from 50 eenh;
to $l apiece tor thl'nJ.

3. 'l'UI:TLB J"ISIIEmE8 01" FL()IUDA,

SAINT AUGl'STTNE.-Greeu turtles make theil' appearance in the water's of Smut Angnstiu6
ill ~Ia.r and l'I.llllaill until October, but the.y arc IllOst plenty jll Jul)', August, and September. They
are smaller t bau those taken fart her south, usualJr baving an avrra ge weig"h t of 20 or 25 ponnds,

altllOugh mauy are much smaller.
The gill-nets used for their capture arc about ~oo feet long and 12 feet deep j the mesh is

abont 11 iuches. They are made of tWine, of a size a tritll) smaller thall that of ordinar;r chalk·line.
'rher are Bl.'ldolll ll(loght, but are made by the fishermen in their lej,mre hours, and are Yalued by

tht'lll at from $:J,:; to e40. About twenty in all are owned in Saillt Augustitle, Indian Ri'Ver, Mos­
quito Inlet, alia FtlrLlandilla.• The.se nets are set in the harbor, and am wat(\hed by the men from

iue shore. \Vhtlu a tllrtle i<l captured they paddle out and secure it.
In 1ST!) about threl\ hundred and ftfty turtlcl:1 were caught, weighing ill the a,ggrl:'gate 8,000

lIolluds; ill 1878 seveu lJulHlred were taken, weighing 16,000 pounds. They are usually sold at

once, and the Ilrioo reeeivcJ is generally below 75 cents, often as low as 15 cents apiece. At
pre8eut a few are saved for the borel trade in the winter, aDd the8C bring 10 cents llel' pound. III

187:.l thirty were Tcsert"lm for that purpose, and it is probable that a larger number will be dis·
posed of in tbis way ill the future. 'l'he,y arc kept without difficulty in "crawls," being fed on
fish and ('turtle grass."

No tmtles ltr~l ~hipped from Saillt Augustille.

HALIFAX RIVER,-Tb e next locali ty south of Sai lit Augnstine at whicb turtle·fh:lhing is (\a,rrkd

on is Halifax Hi\·er. A number of green turtles corne into this lagoon e"ery :year, and are captured

by some sevell ft",herweu from the little hamlets in the \·ictnitr. They are somewhat larger than
those caught farther north, their average weight being about 35 pOllndfl. The fishery lasts for
two mouths, during wllich time about two IlUudred turtles arc taken. They ure sent to Jack­

8Onvill~ and from thence shipped to New York. The tishermen :reeeiveabont 11 eenti: a pound

for the turtles, and therefore the value of the annual catch is about *770.
INDIAN RIVER.-A short distanoo south of Halifax Rft-er is Indian River, ODe of the most

noted places for the capture of green turtles Oll our OOll!iJt. More turtles a.re taken ill tbis inlet

tha.n in any other loca.lity in the State of Florida. They remain here during the ~ter pe.rt of
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the year, but it is only dnring the winter months, when the 811W-fish and large sharks are absent,
that the fishermen will risk their nets in capturing them...Larger green turUes are taken at this
point than at any other on the east coast of Florida. Tbe anrage weight is 50 or 60 pounds: and
8Jlecimens weighing 200 pounds have been freqnently taken. The largest specimen ta,ken here of
which reliable illformation flas been obtained weigher} 275 pounds.

Fishing begins late in September or earl~' in October, and c£lntinues to tlJe last of December,
It is said that the uest catch is made during the coldest weather. The turtles arc takep in nets
similar to gill.nets. The size of mesh employc(l i[,\ about 11 inches. The"nets are set directly
a-eross the channel, and extend from the surfaee to the bottom. A turtle: wbile swimming about
ill the water, comes in contact with them and thrllRts ifll head through OlW of the meshes. Not
lloticing- the obstruction it attempts to continue its course, and in a short time OlW flipper and then
the other is enta,ngled, and t.he M1imal is unable to extricate himself. If the fisherman is near his
net be knows by the movement of the corks tlmt the tnrtle is canght, and hastens to row up and
secure it. T~king it to the shore he confine>! it in It " crawl," or pen, until a favorahle opportunity
is afforded to ship it to market.

The :fishery has been carried Oil at Iudian.River for many ;years, Previous to 1860 the catch
Wa.R bartered to merchant, trading, and Government vessels for such goods as they chanced to
Imye on board. The turtles were then carried by these "('RlleI8 to northern cities and sold in the
markets. Lately, qowever, many of tbe :fishermen have sought dirf'd commnnication with the
northern markets, principally with .New York, throngh agents resilling in .Jacksonville. By tl:l>se
arrangements, after lin expenses have been paid, they receive 10 or 11 cents per pound for tIle

turtles s,hipped. A part of the catcb, however, is 80ld to the fishing schooner at the inlet, and is
ta.ken by her to Bavannah. to bl;\ sent farther north.

The snccegs of the fishery in the winter of 1877-'78 "'as the grt'att'st for many years. During
that seallon eight fishermeD caught about sixteen hundred turtles. In the winter of 1879-'80 six­
t£'ell men prosecuted the fishery, and the catch was about fourteen hundred turtles.

KEY WEST.-At Key West, Fla., turtle fishing is carried on throughout the year, but reaches
its heigh t during tbe summer months. Turtles are more abundant here than at any oth(',r locality

on the coast, exce.pt in the shoal water nMr Homosassa. River, where these congregate in great
numbel'S. The fishermen sa.y that they have seeD large schools of both gTel>,ll and loggerhead
turtles in the sea. betwoon the Keys and Cape Romano, swimming near the surface, and al'parentl:r
bonnd northward.

The turtles are caught at Key West in nets from 50 to 100 fathoms long' Bnd from 16 to 24
feet deep, having meshes each a foot square. The fishermen set their nets scrollS the little chan­
nels and in the "hobr," among the keys and reeflO near Key West. The turtles are kept in !!mall
., crawls" until needed for 8bipment.

There ill only oDe:firm at Key West wbich deals in turtles, and all shipments are made to New
York. Several small vessels, which at certain seasons of the year are enga,getl in sponge fishiog,
participate in the turtle fishery to a limited extent, and tho market fishing- boats also bring in SOIDe

from time to time. The specimens which weigh from 40 to 100 pounfls are shipped away, but the
l'xtremely large ones are BOld to marketmen, who retail the flesh in Key West. It is estimated
that an aVerage nnmb&' of fifty tnrtles, weighing 40 pounds apiece, are broug-ht to Key West {Ivery
WCilk during the year.

CEDAR KEvs.-The green.turtle fishery at Ceda.r Keys is of recent origin, having grown up
Within the past eight or ten years. It is prosecuted during the summer months, usually from May

SEC. V, VOL. n--32
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to October. The length of the season vM'ies considerably, bowonr, in different years, for the
fishermen continue the business only ~ long as they may do so profLtably.

The .fishing-grounds extend 20 01' 30 miles northward from Cedar Keys, and southward along
the whole coast. The best grounds, however, are located wher(l the bottom is covered with marine
plants, 011 which the turtles feed. •

The boats employ€,{1 for setting the nets are similar to those used in gill·nett,jng and seining.
It is neceSS3rJ' sometimes to go 20, 30, or even 50 miles sonthward in order to find turtles in abun­
dance, and as the ordinary small open boats would be unsuitable for trips of such length, larger sail­
boa.ts are hired, which have room for several men and their netl'l and other apparlltus. Thl'!. crew
numoors three or four men, and the triIJIuBually laBts eight or ten dayB. The nets are made of tbe
largest and strongest cotton twine, and bave a length of from 75 to 100 fathoms, and a depth of
from 10 to 16 feet; the mesbes are 2 feet long.

On arriving on the grounds the lJoat, or vessel is kept beating back and forth until signs of tar·
tl~8 are noticed and several rue seeu to "blow" in one place, when the craft iB anchored n(\a1' by.

A man in a small boat theu makes a thorough investigation of the depth of the water in the ncinit,r.
in order to find the deeper spots to which the turtles retire at low tide, and in which the;r nsuall,f
prefer w feed. When tho deep places have been discovered, the nets are !!let out near them and in a
straight line parallel with the course of the tide. The turtles come to the Burface every few minute"
to breathe, and while rising and sinkillg near the net are very apt to become entangled in it. Only
one flipper may be caught at fir~t, but when the a.nimal turns the other ia entrapped a.nd, 8hortl~'1

the whole body iB securely wrapped in the cords. After a little time it mUBt come to the surface for

air, when it is BOOn by the fishermen struggling to make ita escape and is at once removed from
the net.

This is said to be the dullest of aU fishing, and unending patience and considerable skill are
required to make it successful. Fishibg iR considered very good if one turtle is taken every hoor
during a Imlf day, and commo1l1yonly one or two are caught during the whole day. The large

boat!! fl'eqnentl~.. bring in, Ml the result of one cruiBe, a sufficient number of turtl~ to make up an
aggregate weight of from 3,000 to 5,000 ponnda, while for the small boats the aggregate weight of
one day'g catch may be from 50 to 800 pounds. Green turtlee. weighing 600 or 800 pounds are
sometimfll;i l3augbt on the grounds in this vicinity, and, rarely, individuala weighing 1,000 pounds.
The largest specimen which has been bronght to Ceda,r Keys weighed 1,200 pounds.

For keeping the turtles alive after they are caught a pen, or "crawl," as it is termed, is con·
structed. It is an inclosure about 50 feet long and 25 feet wide, surrounded by piles driven closely
together, and covered above with boaMs. A 80rt of crane or derrick for hoisting large turtles in

and out is ArrADged close by it. It is tlBllldly OOll8tnzcted Deaf the sho~ in a pmtitkm where the
water is /j or 6 feet deep.

4. TURTLE·OANNlNG IN TEXAS.

TURTLl!:·CANNING.-At Uockport, on the coast of Texas, there is 6 Arm engaged in -eanning
green turtles and fish. It employs ten meD with boats, who are engaged a part of the tim.e in the
captnre of turtles, and in addition twenty pel"8()n8 who attend to the operations of canDing. The
cotnpany has boon in existence only about one year. Doring the first sb: months of active work
abont 87500 pounds of turtle meat were csonoo.. A 2-pound Can of tbis pflIparstion sells at
wholesale for 22 cents, &od hence the valae of the qaa.ntity CQnood in the flrat half.year Waf! about
$950. The work oontinnea thronghotlt the entire yeat", and the value of the qQa'Qtlty of turtle
~eat prepa.red at this point a.nn~lly 'Will not be less than *1,900.
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On our Pacific coast vers few turtles are taken. lCh'e or six hund~"ll are lIr'ought a.nuuall,'
Ji'()JJJ Mexico Oil st-eamer1:'l, aud occasionally on schooners. III 1879 a SCUOOJI('l' brought one Imndr{'d
Hlul IJillet~' t,urtles to San Francisco, retailel1 a Dumber of them, and sold tLe remainder to a firm
nt' fh3h dealers for 87n- ccnts apiece. The llsua..l price received, however, lS about e4 ~h. The
turtles weigh from 150 to 200 pounds.

6. STA1'lSTICS OJ" PRODUCTION.
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2. THE TERRAPIN FISHERY.

1. THE TER,RAPIN FISHERIES OF NORTH CAROLINA.

l!.OANOKE lSLAND.-The waters of l->amlico and Roillioke Sounds abound in terrapins, ano the

~alt marshes on the south SIde of Roanoke Islunds and on the western shore of Pamlico Bound l\re
favorite breeding grounds for them, A few also nre found along tbe ridge 011 the eastern side,

wllkh slmt8 out the O<.~an, but tllf''y are sufficient,Iy abundant there to indnce anyone to make a
busilW8l>1 of gatlwrillg them. The terrapins fOllnd in this locality am of medium size.

Prior to 1845 110 terrapins w{\re sllipped from tbis district, and the comparatively small nUTlI­

11('1' required by the inhabitants f~r their own consumption wen" gathered in summer by h~nd. I:J

184,j, howet"er, l\fr. 'Yilliam l\Iidgett, of Roa,noke hland, invented a "teITa-pin drag," which he

U~ed in obtaining a supply for himself during the winter, when the animals lie dormant, buried in
the mud. 1.'b~ dredge ill use at present resembles the ordinary orster dl'l'dge. The upper a.nd

lowcr bars are ::\ or 4 fet.'t in length and are separated at the ends br t.wo hooIIS about 14, il1t~beB in
diameter. The lower bar is made of iron and is furnished with tf'eth 3 incbeslong, and tlJedistance
between two teeth if! 2 inches. The upper bar is made of wood, The bag is 4 feet in length. The
\JBly difference betwoon the original dredge and the ODe now used is in the lower bar, which in the
former was not furnisb('d with teeth.

Th~ "t.ena.pin dragn is used cMefty in winter when the terrapins are dormant in the mud, and

those who make an extensive business of dredging usually employ small vessels or large canoes.
'l'lJl'y sail along the channels and muo.flats, ca.rrying oue dredge ont OYer each side and oDe o<;,er
the stem. The pitch of the dre,dge is regnlated by changing the posit,ion at which the lines un'l

fastened to two rings. After dragging for a few moments the dredge is taken up. The bnnt of
the net is made with large meshes, and the mud and other debris readilj' passes through it.

Dredging is largely lJUccess:fnl only when tbe water is sufileiently cold to chill tbe terrapins, BUd
make them torpid ;at other times they are apt to escape..

Another roriu- of svparatll8 used in the terrapin 1lBhery in this region is the trap, It conaista
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of four or five hoops, about 3 feet in diameter, placed near each other, 80 as to make the total lcngtb
of the trap about 4 fect. The hoops arc covered with net. At each end there is a funnel, aITanged
after the manner of a lobster-pot. Bait in the form of fish is snspended Dear the center.

The trap is used in the summer months, when tbe terrapius are Itloving about in tho water.

It is set in the placeA most frequented by the terrapins. A pole is dri"'en firmly into the mud, and
the tmp is fastened to it in snch a manner that a part of it remains about the surfaoo of the water.
The object of thia mode of setting is to allow the terrapins which enter the trap to breathe the air,
withont which they would drown in a short time. There is an opening on one side of the trap,
through which the terrapina aN taken ant and the tral) baited.

The hunting of terrapins with dogs seems to be confined to this locality. This method is car­
ried on most extensively dur-mg the spawning sea,soll, when the terrapins come out of the water to
deposit their eggs, [Ind many nests are broken up. It is, thcr(~fore, the most objectionable of all

modes now in use. The 71wdu8 operandi is to set tbe dog t{J follow along the water-line uutil 1m
comes to the track of a terrapin which bas COme out of the water. He takes the trail at onoo ami
follows it to the nest in the grUBS Or bushes. When the terru.pin is discovered the dog b'hriw; to
bark, giving the signal to lJis owner, who, coming, pick!! it up and starts the dog on another trail.

A number of terrapins also are sent to market from two" pounds," as the,y are called, in which
the catch is confined until there is a good demand. There are two such ponnds iu tbis region, one nt
Roanoke Island, built in 1875, and one at Sladesvi!1e, huilt in 1877. In 1875 and 1876 there were
othel'S at New Berne, but they are now dil'loontinued.

There seems to have been no sale of terrapins in tbis region prior to 1849, when Capt. John B.

Etheridge, at that time keeper of BodS's Island light, caught 2,150 in February by dredging ahout
the southern part of Roanoke I8land. He took the cat{)h to Norfolk and sold it for $4{H). Return­
ing immediately he captnred 1,900 more t.errapins, and sold them in Baltimore for $350. The news

of hi~ success spread rnpidly, and many men went into the business and prosecuted it with such
vigor that t.ho terrapina were shortly almost exterminated. Improvements wern made in the

original dredge, o;vster tongs were brought into uae, and dogs Were employed.
Tbe principa.l market supply is sent from the pounds, but some other dealers aho send some

dllriIlg the winter months. On account of the general distribution of tbe te:rrapin over the whole
sectiOD many are picked np by farmen! and others, and while the majority of these are eaten, a
small proportion are shipped to market. The principal local markets are ROMloke Island, Slades·
ville, WR8hington, a,nd New Berne.

•In the IDllrkets the terrapin are dhrided into three grades, according to size) namely: "counts,"
"heifers," and" bulls." " Oonnts" are those whose under shell measures over 6 incbes in length j

"heifers" have the under shell between 5 and 6 inches long, and all whose n nder sbell is less than
5 inches in length a.re U bulls." The number taken at present is abont one-third less than in former

years. In 1879 the catch, inclnding those eaten by the tl:shermen, was about 4,000 eount8, 4,000

beifers, Rnd 9,000 bulls, or about 17,000 terrapins in all. Of these about 3,000 were sent to New
York, 5,000 to Philadelphia, and 2,000 to Baltimore.

The eapital invested in dredges and traps is about .1,500.
TERRAPIN CUL'l'URE.-At Roanoke I-sland there is a large U ponndl in which terrapins arc to

be raised for market. The inclosu:re conminB llbout 4. acres, of which three-fourths are covered

with water. The bottom in this part is soft and muddy and covered with grau. ~. remmning

acre is sand. The ponnd is arranged so that the tide ebbs and ftows, passing in and out throUgh
0. briek sluice-way, which is protected at the mouth by a wire~. Tbetide.rl8eB aDd ralls
about 1 foot.
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III this l>OUlld frolJl 3,000 to 6,000 terrapins are kept. They are fed twice a week with 6 or 8
\)Jshels of crabs and ii:;l.t. The young are raised from the egg and kept until of marketable

size. Aboat the first of June the females come out of the water and deposit their eggs in the sand,
each laying from eight to twenty. It is fouud necessary to protect the eggs from crows, blackbirds,
and gulls, by spl'eading a net over the ground above them, otherwise the,y would be scratched out

and destroyecl. The young hatch out about the 1st of September, but often remain buried in the

sand until the following spring. When first hatched they have a diameter of about Lalf au inch.

They seem to fear the water, aIld will llot go into it willingly until seyeral weeks old. TLe owner
ofthe pound sometimes packs the young in uoxes filled with straw) and keeps them in a barn
during the first winter of tlleir existence, turning th~m loose again in spring. Careful experiments

seem to show that these terrapimigrow about 1 inch cacll ;year, "counts/' tbel'efore, being at least
six yea,rs old.

The method of keeping terrapins in pounds has been strongly obj<,-cted to by certain persons,
who claim that it tends to deerease rather than increase their abundance. Fishing is encouraged
at a time when the terrapins are breeding, and the nests are badly broken up. .Furtliel'IliOre, the

pound-owners will buy the young at small prioos, and thus cause the destruction of immense 1Il1m­
hers of tbem when their value is le8s theu a twentieth of that of the full-grown terrapin. Again,

the pound-men reap an unfair proportion of the profits of the business, because, having facilities for

keeping the terrapin, they can lJUy them in summer, when there is lIO market and the price is
almost nominal.

The pound.owners, on the other haml) claim that they are really increasing the abundance of
the species, since they protect the eggs and young from birds and othcr destructive animals.

Some urge also that in buying terrapius in summer, when other brallchc~ of the fisheries decline,
they are direetly benefith.g the fishermen, who otherwise wonld be unable to support tlJeir families,

BEA..UFORT AND MOREHEAD CITY.-An extensive trade in terrapins has recentl;)' sprung up.

Most of the methods of capture employed are similar to those already described. The terrapins

are caught in winter in dredges, introduced many years ago from Roanoke Ishmd; tb l'S are trar:ked

to their nests in breeding seasou, or they are sC:larched for in shallow wuter7 and seeured in dip­
oets. A method peculiar to this locality is tha.t of burning tbe grass in the swampl'l in winter.
The terrapins which have hid themselves for the winter, feeling the warmth, are deluded into the

notion that spring has arrh'ed, and come ont in considerable number, when thf'y are immediately

• 9J;ltnred by the fishermen. Several pounds, a.lso, have been constructed. The summer fishing

begin~ about the 1st of May, and is proBer-uted by childrf;lll and B. few mell.

The avera.ge annual shipment of terrapins from this locality is about 10,000, of which number
one·third are seut to New York, one-third to Philadelphia, one-sixth to Baltimore, and the rest to

NOrfolk, Richmond, and the interior towns generally. About two-thirds of the entire number are

bUlls, and the remainder is equally divided between counts and heifers. About 2,000 terrapins ~e
eaten b.v the people of the locality. The price received by the fishermeu in winter for counts

iii 110 pel' dozen. In summer the price for counts is about 40 cents apiece; for heifers) 10 cents
~Piece; for bnlls, 15 to 40 cents per dozen. The value of the products of the fisheI'y at this local·
Ity, therefore, is about $3,500.

Prior to the war there was no shipment of terrapius from this point, and the local demand also

lI'"lll! Very small. Most of the terrapins canght were eaten by the fishermen.
, WILHING'rOll"._The terrapins in the sounds about Wilmington, N. 0., are sa,id to be campara·
tlvely~not one in twenty measuring 6 inebe8 in length. There has never been any extensive

~e in -this.locaJ.it11 although many terrapins are eaten here. The first shipments were made if].
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1875 by the captain of one of the New York steamers, and We1'6 continued for severa1800sons. He
bought the terrspinBt both large and small alike, at $4. per dozen. They were CWTied to Rew
York. The next shipmenta were made in 1878 by::Mr. O. O. Morse, of Wrightsville Sound. In
1819 about 500 dozen, valued at '2,000, were captured, and a' part shipped, and the remainder
eaten by the :fl.Bhermen. None of the WiImmgtoll deaJera b~ve entered into the business very
heartily. A law recently pasaed forbids the capture of terrapins in Brunswick County between
April Bnd September.

2. TERR.A.PiN FISHERI.ES SOUTH OF OAPE FEAR.

The terrapin ftBberies on the AtJantic ooa.st .south of Cape Fear are. not very extensive at
pre~nt. Terrapins~ found in· considerable numbers in any of the crooo, bays, and sonnds, as
far 80nth as Fernandina, but they are especially abundant in the vicinity of Saint Helena Sound
and Bull's BaYr a.nd in Saint .Andrew's Sound.

Terrapin.s are captnred trn:'0ughout tbis region by means of boats and seines. Vessels are
employed o~ aufficient aize to go from one harbor to another, and even to run the risk of being
caught out in stormy weather. Each boat carries a seine and & bateau for ascending t.b.e shQaI­
water crooks, where the seines are set and hauled. The seinea artl usually from 60 to 90 fathoma
long and 18 1:.Q 20 feet deep, the mesh varyiIlg from 4 to 5 inches.

The terrapins gentlrally remain in deep holes in the creeks, and the fishermen on enterfng
them OOIl1Ill0 lily rap on the bottom or side of their boats with an oar or ·stick, in order to diaoover
their presence. It is said that upon hearing the noise the terrapins immediately come to the
sur&ce to discover its CHouse. If no terrapins come to the surface after a noise has boon made tbe
fishermen seldom set out their seine. . In setting tb(l seine a pole, to which one end of the net has
been fastened, is driven firmly into the mud. The seine is then set out in circular form from a
boat, snd when tbe two ends have boon b-l'ol£ght t,ogether it is ropidly brought into the boat, the
terrapins gradually passing into the bnnt. During the hauling of the seine _the flshermencom·
monly rap frequently ou the boat, in order to draw the terrapins from the bottom. This method
is know.tl as~' buoking." Since tbe- decrea.so of tbe fisheries it hIM been largely 8uperibded by

another method, known as ('torching," which is prootim;d. principally by negroes. Having pro­
vided themaelves with torches they visit the sa.ndy shoreaa.t night and catch the terrapins as
they come upon the beacll to spa.wn,

Fishing sometimes oontinuefl froIn thEl time of the first trppearanoo of the terrapins, in Apr~ll

until the middle of October,when tMy bnry them8elve$ in the mud. At ~:resent,however, it is
frequently dieoontinued by the netflshe:nnen during the breedi.ngsea80n. OooasionaJ.ly the
winter bM8 are di8COvered, and entire ooloniescaptnred by "bucking" on them.

The price now paid by dealers varies from 10 to 25 cents a.piece, aooording'to theseaeoD and
th; locality, but a.t times it is difIieult to find a market for them at any price. '

The etatil'ltics of men and appara.tus for thl.3 region W'£IBB follows:

~ "":}-.j
1Il t'- ,....--...,...... -1...-_-'-

CbAi'lMton.••.••••••••••••••••••••••••
Bav_Ilh.•••...••••••..•..••••...••••

i AJI~ 1tJcaIltie-. __ -- ••• -••, _
j •
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Previous to the late war many men wero employed and considerable capital involved in this fiBh·
ery. several thous,:\nd dozen terrapins were shipped annually to the northern markets, and the fisher·
men received an average price of.6 per dozen for them. In 1860 the fishery a,ppears to have been
itt its height, both in point of men engaged and number of terrapins t[l,ken. During the war it was
entirely discontinued, but in 1865 and 1866 it revived again and was carried on with cOll8iderabl~

enterpriae. .A few small vessels were sent from the North to engage in it, and several men, both
at Charleston and Sa.vlHlnah, fitted ont a number of small craft for the purpose. Anumber of fisb·
ermen, too, in the dUl'erent localities owned boats, and shipped their catch either directly or through
dealers.

In 1866 Capt. T. E. Fisher, of Savannah, with two hoats and six men, secured 653 dozeu, und
in tbe same year Capt. David Kpmp caught 870 dozen, and several others did equally well. In
addition to the caroh of the boat :fishermen, many were picked up along the slwre during the
breeding sea.sOD, 80 tha.t the total number taken during the year mmt have reached 5;000 or 6,000
dozen.

3. STATISTIQS OF THE FISHERY.

lhmber. I'olllldll. Value.

liB" York ...•••••...•... .•..•.. eoo 1, &DO t800
:New J_y ,..... 8,000 0.000 1.500
l>elaWU<l •• •• • • • •. •• . . •• •. •• . 10. 200 30, 708 ~, 118

UaryIaaI1 ••• •.. • •• ••. .."•••••••_ 110, 000 .. 00(1

V1rJiD1a .- 165, SOIl IB,liOO
:North CllI'01JnA .• '" .. • • • . • J23, 0110 10,85(1

South CatoliDa ••••.. ll8,~ 1. 050
Geoq:\o. ••••••••.••••••••..•_•••• •••••••••••• 1ll.1lIlO l,eD
:san lJ'1orl4a • :l, 000 200

TG6IIZ 1-••-..-..-.-••-••-.1-_---:808:-1·--lf,~1 18-1




