
PART x.

THE RED-SNAPPER FISHERY AND THE HAVANA MARKET FISHERY OF KEY
WEST, FLORIDA.

By SILAS STEARNS.

t.-THE RED·SNAPPER FISIlERY.

L Th~ red enapp6r tll!hery of Penll8oo11lo lIdId the J _
Gulf of :Mexico. I

2. The rlld-eDl\pper tl~h(lry of Ea.&t Florida..

2.-THE HAV AHA MARKET FISHER Y OF KEY WEST~ }I'LOBIDA.

Drigin, preae:nt rondition, and methode of thll ft&bery.



PART X"

THE RED SNAPPER FISHERY AND rrHE HAVANA MARKET' FISHERY OF KEY
'VESrr. FLORIDA.

By Sn,AS STEARNS.

I.-THE RED-SNAPPER FISHERY.

I.-THE RED-SNAPl>ER FISHERY OF PENSACOLA .AND TITI<J GULF OF MEXICO.

In the natural-history section of thil'l report the distribution and habit's of the r~d snapper
have been 80 thoroughl,}' deseribed that it is UlHJ8cessa,I'Y tv al.h'crt to tlJem here.

This fishery is located ltlmost entirely ill tIle Gulf of Mexico, and ill Florida it. ranks next in

importance to the BJ)Ollge fif>hery. The vessels engagc(l in it are sill3(lks and !Smaller vesseh'l that
preserve their catch ill if:.e, and also the small open \.loat6 that full Hear the haruor month, ul'>ing no
preservati\'"(l of any kind. Pells::wola is the greatest distributiIlg point in tlw countr.r for red

snappers. All vess(3ls belollging In Mobile, New Orleans, alld other western ports land their tiSl1

here. to be shipped to their horne ports. Ontside of this~ those cities depend largely on l'cl]sllcola

for t.heir supply of deep·wat~r fish, as do all Cue inland towns and citi~l'3 from the Gnlf to the Cana­
dian boundar;)".

TBE :FISHING GROUNDS AXD .METHOD~OJ<' Ff8'HINo.-The ground$ where tbe red Imapper are

taken lie along the cout from off Mobile Bar to th~ latitude of Tampa Bas, in (lepths or water
ranging from 10 to 40 fatboms. Between. Mobile Dar and Cape San BIas they seem to be gullies in
levE\.} @and-tl.ats, wbere all sort.s of animal life haTe found l;helter from tbe "trong ClIrrents, provid­
ing food for each other. These gullies are of allleugth" tl!ul widths, HOUle llOt Wl..llJh largt!r t-ban

Ito BIDaU veasel, wbile others are several miles long ami qilite wide. One harmOlJiou!< tlJllture

abont them is the way in which they lie, being Imrl\l1el to ODe tmothl'r, and rUlluing in nearly ewry

case southeast and northweRt. The farther to sea tbey extend the mQre life tbCI'e is in t.JWIl.l and
the more coral and lime-rock is present, llntil a deptll of 4~ or 00 fathoms is reached. Beyonu 50

01' 60 fathoms the bottom becomes sandy,
E8$tward Rnd !M)uthward of Cape San BIas the snapper is founl1 mainl;)" living npon ridges

and points of calcaroous rOck Which protrude at more or l(J~s freqUl'ut internlJs from ihe Vll.St

sand 6886rtl!l of the Gulf bottom. In the shooler WlItez', conk $llQWS itl'lcM ill mUH'.1' even l'idges, or

pema.pa in a.lmost level tracts that rise hut little above the surrollndillg 8and15; while in the deeper
water,l:tS f'r1)D1 19 to 35 fathoms, there are sharp une"en bills and 'Val1e~'s that often make a differ,
0000 of 3Qr 4: fathoms in the deptb of water within :t di!';tauce, of 200 feet. The latter region is

themo.re tbickly populated with tishe9~ but as on all grounds 801lt,1I of Cape San BIas, the 1'00­

snapper yields l!lnp~IDft(:yof power, in numbers, to the groullen. (EpincphelulJ). TiJcs being here
more abundant, more easily taken than the suapper and of not milch value auo iTl limited

d~ in the United Bta~, these BOutbern grounds are not fl.S valuable to the red-snaPI:oer

fisb,ennt.ma,s those west of Cape San Bias where the gronperlil are not so troublesome. Still there
68G
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are colonies of red·snapperd living by themselves in the southern region, which yield most excellent
fishing on account of their having been but little disturbed by man. They are, however,small, and
lying, as they do, far from laud in broad areas of unproductive bottom, tlley are diftlcult to find.

The fishing grouods south of Mobile Bar in 37~ 39, and 40 fathoms are called U The Southwest
Gronnu" or "Oampecbe;" southeast from the Rame point in In fathoms, is the "Tryaail Ground;"
a small spot in-shore of that is known as the "Dutch Bank." Then from Pensacola Bar, is the
U Old Southwest Ground," a small shoal-water Rpot but.a few miles from land; the U Middle Ground»
is another small bank, situated [) or 6 miles from the bar; the "Old Deep-water," a 40-fathom
ground S. and S. ll;y E. off-shore; and the .1 Charles Henry Ground," and the U Henry lloles," at
the edge of deep-water southeasterlJ' from the bar. Between Pensacola alld tJape San .Bla,s there
are numerous small spots for Jishing wbich have each several names given according to the fancy
of the fishermen, and often referring to some object on land that may be m;ed as a range or beaJ'.

ing; as for instance the "Roger's Hill Bunk," the "First Yellow Bluff," and the "Second Yellow
Bluff" bank", the H Fifteen off Bald Hill," &c_ Off-shore there are other grounds, designated by

the depth of water 00 them, aod some ooDspicuOUB land-marks that the fishermen use to lay
their course from, as "'l'be Twenty-one Off The Pas8/' "The Second Seventeen Off The Inlet,l'
the "Saint Andrews Ground," the "Old Cape Ground," and the "New Cape Ground." South of

Cape San BIas the grounds are not so well known, and also being Dlostl:r far from land are not eo
easily distinguished from eacb other. There are a few names applied to large areas of ground, as
the "Dog Island Grounds," and the tl1l-Iiddle Ground," one inclnding at least 25 miles square and
the other being twice as large.

The fishing grounds are found by sounding, the sudden change in the depth of wateI' showing
that a gulch is reached~ wbereullon the vessel is hm e to until the lines are tried for a. bite. Iftbe
ftsh bite freelx, a buoy is placed to mark the spot and the vessel is allowed to drift, with sails slacked
off sidewise from the wind, until the fil:lh cease to bite, when the sails are trimmed in to work the
vessel up to the buoy again.

III smooth ws,ter, when a first-rate "bank" is found, the vessel is anchored near the buoy, but
on small and thinly populated '"banks" anchoring is unnecessary, for two or three drifts suffice to
catch up all the fil:lh that will bite. Some tl banks" are 80 infested with foul fish, sharks, large
jew-fiBh, leather-jackets (Balistes caprisGUII), and porgies (Sparus pagrw) that they give the snappers
bat little chance to bite, and the fishermen are obliged to leave them for others.

The geal' used in this fishery consists of cotton lines 60 fathoms long, arranged with two rod·
fish hooks at the end, on different snoods, and a piece of lead for sinker, weighing 2 ponnds or
more, faos,tenoo to the line 5 or 6 feet above the books. Red-SllJl.ppers, and in fact a.n the large
bottom fish caught Oll these grounds hANe their swimming-bladders very much distended with aIr
by being relieved of the great pressure to which they are accustomed, and unless the air :is removed
at once the Jish wIll not live in the vessel's well, nor will it keep 80 fresh in ioo. To provide for this,

when the fish aF6 to be kept alive, the :fishermen ha.ve little metal tnbes, ca.lled "priclrers,"fitt.ed
in wooden handles and sharpened at the end, which they thrust- through the side of the:IDID into
the bladder, when the air eecape8, and the fish is t.IlrQwn into the well as lively as ever. The

coarse seales of the side soom to cover the opening made by the pricker, keeping water from

filling the cavity of the stomach. When fish are to be !rtm'edin ice, the air is let out bl means
of an old flle or R one·tined fork that the fishermen 80metimesnse for bandling1lsh. The~eeper

the wat& is that ft8h are taken from, the more distended they are with.h-. Thoeecau:ght in'85 or
40 fathoms are puffed out in an aJnioBt round form, and the IJ08J.ea along the ei4e8. ate ,startedaod
tnrned up on end, giving the fish & peculiarly dist:reI88ed~ . , .. , , '
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.As a. rule group61'S do not become mnch djstorteil, but instead have their stomach protruded

from their mouths. In such cases tl1~ stomach, When pricked; collapses and goes back to its proper
place.

Some of the fishermen have finger "staUs" to prevent the hard lineB from weariDg a.nd cutting
their fingel's, but they ar<3 not in general use. They arc knitted woolen coverings for each separate
finger. The Counecticut fishermen have a leather thumb" !:>tall lJ to u!>o in their business, so that
they can hold the fish, while unhooking and prickiug them, by the under jaw, with the thumh in
their mouths, and not suffer from the snapper's long, sllarp teet!I.

Both fresh and BaIt baittl an, 1llled in suapper ul\bing. The (ormer is undoubtedly the IJest~

and of the different kinds of shore fish, bluefish (P01/tato-1I1UII saltatrix) and lad~'·fisb (Elops saurulI)

are the be"t) either fresh or salted.

In the spring, summer, and fall the fishermen get :sufficient baft of tue kinds just mentioned
on th~ utlachea by seining, but in winter they have to depend on that whieh they have laid by in
l:Ja,lt in the fall, and "bank bait" is ush caug-ht on the "banka" and used fl'esh. Sllapliers are
very capricic128 at times, espccialJJ'in regard to their food. Doe hour they will readily aocept salt

bait1 and the next nothing but fresh baits will do,
In sl:l.ch cases, when no fresh hluefilllt or lady.fish can be had, sharks, leather-jackets, porgies,

and like.fitlh are cat up- amI substituted. In this kind of fishing the line£!. are not dropped ql1ite to
the oottom, for there the large fish and groupers remain, and as the fishillg goe8 on it often hap.
pens that the fish are tolled Door the llurface, whfi'..l1 mnch labor ia saved.

Unlike the custom on Key \Vest smacks, tbese fishermen prick their own fish as tIHW aro
OHonght, and much more care is exercised that the fish !Shall not touch the d~ck or au;vthing that

would injure tbl,m. When the well is so full of fish that holes in the bottom cannot be seen.• no
more are put in, for if too much crowded there is risk of losing th<l wbole fare. Eight thousand
pounds is a good load, and these smacks do not aVflrage more than 5,000 pouuds. fit

In winter it is necessary to go 50 or 75 miles eastward from Pensacola Harbor for snappors,

while in summer they can be caught within 20 miles of it. The smacks belonging em the coast fish
all the year, but are limited in summer as to the amount they shall bring to market. Tbe Cou­
necticut sillacks corne to Pensaoola in Nove1l11~r and remain uutil Ma;y, when they go burne to
engage in fishing fot' the New York market. All the vessels in this busines.s a,erage one trip per
week.

Vessels employed by the Pensacola dealers deliver their cargoes as they arrive in port, hand­
ling them in bulk, and selling by the pound for fish weighing under 7 pounds, and so mnch
apiece for all over that size. Large flah of any kind are not as .salable as small ones, and but a

compa,ratively IiImall amount is taken a.t an;y prioo.
Tbose vessels fishing for the Pensacola loo Oompany have ice-houses in them and cany ice,

80 that -if tbey have. heavy weathBrr and the fish will be damaged.. they are taken from the well
BDd placed in ioe. AU fish, both from. the well and ftom ice, are packed away in the dealer81 ice·
boxes as 800n as lan.ded and weighed. The Mobile and Ne'v Orleans smacks bring roost of their
fa-res to Pensaoola, to 00 shipped to home por;tl;l by jogil or by steamboats. By doing this they
avoid, aU risks ()f loeing their ca;l'goos by fresh water in !tlobile Bay and about New Orleans, ami

-lM8oBave mach. time. 11le additional expense of shipping in this way is morc than balanced by

the -grea.ta- amount of fish tha.t can be landed at Pensacola.
- -Hmro:&Y 01' TJIB Bmn-sNAPPBB FlS-lIBaY.-About 1845 the red-snapper fiBhery wa5 pm'sued
-f:tt:a1!!Dai1 way from MobUe and New Orleans, and £01' a long time the only rOO.-t>l18ppers l&nded

. .. .L .
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anywhere were brought to tLose ports by two or tbref> small sloop-smacks whirh wert~ the greater

part of the time engaged ill seining shore fi~ll, <Hill sold there at high prices in the public market.s

About the year l.Si4 attemptl::l were made at Pl'Ilsacola. to (~Hteb amI hanflle red-sn<lllperS in a
more econo [J] iCllI and business-Iike lJIann(~J'. Stauneh" well-eq11 ipped scb 0011 PI' -sm[lcks were chartered

in Connecticut to fish off Pensacola during the winter, amI OlJ shore arrangements were made for

the storage. shipment, and sale of a large catch. On llm;ouut of the poor f\wilities for transporta

tioo of fi.udl goods, the high prices at which the fi&h must be sold, and tLeir fltrangeoess to inland

people, then_' was but small demand for several yearO', and the prospect \HlS Hot encoura~illg to the
Uleo who had interested tlJemselvcs in the clltcrpriiolc. At laM, however, the rcd-sUal)pel' became

introduced throughout l,he c-Ountrs. awl most other l~onditioD8wen' favorable for its sale in large
q U<l [l ti tie~.

The pioneer Pensacola fino introduced several tlew metlJOthli antI features into the buaim'ss,

;"lJCh as the buying of til;b hy the pound iustead of b;y the bunch, as had before heen the custOlD,

th/.l >:hipping of fish to the iute-riol', using ice for the presf"l'vation of fisb on tbe \Tessels, and tlw

wiiges I->j";stem of payment to the H;;h~rmen.

In 1880-'81 another.fi"hing finn was eioita h]ished and new impetus gi '-en to tlw trade.

:rhis season witnes!Sed the most decidell ell lugeR froHlwallY of the old cnstoms of the business,

Ils1lOre and afl{lat, to the lutekt ideal> and newl':,;t tlH'llloch. TJie t]('et of vessels was considerably
enlarg(;d, and l-i)(; wllole improved in Nluipllwnt aud ill thp p[a-Uloi for catebing and presBl',,ring fisu.

:'Jco of cxperit'llce from the d~cp.water tblHhil'~ of tbe lJortheru cOLLutrit's were employed, some

receiving .!Iharra of the vO;Yilge.s, while the major;ty were paid IOQllthly wagl~s. "-'he crews were

enlalged in number from five to sen'll 01' eight meIl, the extra men being required to fish froUl

dories at different parts of the ground. J~efore fhi.,; all of the fish that swallowed the book or had
th,·ir stoma(~h8 forced ont of tlIeir mouths were thn.wu away, as the;y wOllld not live in the well,

but gtlod iee·bouloIe:s or pens were built into the n-,...~It'ls and all the" gulleters" saved, Ilmounting to

k("yt'ral bumlred fi"h on some trips.

It, was ulso found profitable to have u snppl.v of il~e at hand so that iu stormy weather all of

th(' fii'11 may IH:' Tt'moveJ. from the well, to preVf\llt their being cbMed or killed. At first each

vl'l'l"el would take one or two tOII~ of ice, uut wit1:lin five months the same vessels carried five Of

six: tons, amI they bl'Ollgbt vcrs ft~W of their eatclt in wells. Consequently since tbat time nearly

all the ad(litiOIJI:l to the fleet have been yessel" without wells, but with large and convenient

storAge-rooUl for ice. l 'hc question of hayiug a regnlar supply of fresh bait bas received much

attention for six year'l, and !>tillis unsolved. A small pound was kept down one fall during a run
of yo unA' meuiHulen, :'Iml as .long aN the fish w{,re pn'8ent it kept a supply of good bait. The part.

uf tiw J'ear wheu l'el1l:mapPI~rs are duinty about lllt'ir food I!! early SPl1ug when, generally, IW

good bait-fish call 1](' ei-ltJgM auywllere witbill 400 miIel:l of the fishery. '1 be uortberu BaIt-bait,

t'x(~epting squiJ., have beell tried and (Ho\-'cd of no vahle for snapper8.

Anot.her ;p"ar It 8malI fret"ziIlgroom Wdl:! filled with lady fil>h (ElopiJ SaUrtl8). which kept in
excdlellt condition, aud auswered the puq)oS{l well when Cdrried to the fishing-grounds in ice water,

but it was too cxpcusi,l;j to become generallJo' 118ed. For the preservation of small or soft fishes

there is no better way than to keep them in ice waleI'.

The fishing-grounds latel,}' resorted to by the fleet ~ll'e so f~ll' from laud and ~o flmsU in arra

tha.t ..cry oftell the ~ood weather would be epent itt flnding them b;y the old plan of steering a

cerhtin course and then lllindly searcbing with sounding line. Therefore to ie8!:le[l I;uch difficulties

the vessels were pro\'ided with patent tllfthtil log''l, and the captains in some cases instrllcted in the

simple methoolil of ftndllJg their poeition at 8~ hy tbe 811D.
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Otber metllOds of fishing finch as are use(l in other waters, u'" 1'or instalwe" tnnd-linC8 and thl;
cod gill-nets" bave been tri"ll l.l~' Ibe fishing firm!; at a ('ollsidefabh,' outlay of lllOIH\,- and time, hut

without sncceBS. One of the sehoollerg the ~llm<' ;\"'lll- 11~111 a fall crt'W of Gll.lnceMel' (jr Portland

tmw?ert'., and a good (}nttit. of tra.wJ.~ DUO liOl'i~~~, .l,lll\ it Wit,,; ,~OOIl lhwillcd tliat more lisb could be
l:uught with hand -lines tLau Oll trn\'i-'h,. A fL'\lJillg sl (-,lmCI' of ahont Sf> tOIlS was tllOnmgh}y tricu

in the business, and wbile f;h(' was quite ",u('el's,,;ful allll at timps had great advantage o\'cr sailing­

vessel", the ruulling expe1l8t.~8 were too hl'ay;\' to IIHIlJ_' it. a lll'ofitabk in\'esltl.lcllL '::lte nllue of

the steamer, iuYestcll ill sehoollcrs, would gin· much larg<.'f l't'tnJ'H;< of IlIOllf'.\\ as well as of fj;;ll-

The necessity fO!· going' ;;0 ll.l1l('1i ial'thel' ti'oUl J>ellsacola 10 ("<ltdl ]'('il''''lIappel':S in 'Ylut!'1' has

bronght a huger and bi:>tt,,1' d~sl' of Yl.'s,\wlB into llw b1H;j)lt>,,~ thaI) waB ll)j'llwrly reQuirel], TIll'

most of them 11ll\'C. belJli brought from the north, wlwre HlPS W"J'\, ('ng3w·.1 ill tlw ('od, IUrlekerel,

01' "Xew York mUl'kH fisheries,

During tbe winter tbe l:u·ger H'~~elo; go 2l\l to 250 miles ea:;twnrd from Ppmmeola to tIle

, lI-liddi(l Ground," eonsuming 10 to Ji, d<l-,\"f> (lI1 a Irq., lilj(l lJriuging lWUle (llJ IHl a\'o'JmglO 1/;/H/ 1ish,

and liS lllallY as 4,000 fiflh.

Such vf's!S('ls lmrrJ from fi to 10 tons of ice and about thr".'e wl'ek;;' outfit of stores, wood, alld

wulcr, The ,.;maller ve"eel;; fisll lwtwf>en l'l'l]saeola amI Cape Sail BIas, maill]Y 80UtlWrly from
Pcm,acoia f:hn, autl Wltke weekly trips, For t \Ii", fh-hing.grol1nd :1 ,000 111;;[1 113 considered a good

f.ue. DUl'ing the ~pl'itlg, ISUJ~mer, and 1'31'1;.' fall, the wholt', fi~et is ih,!liug wl'f'.twanl of Cape Sall
Bl~&, aod is quite ",ucee~l'<ful on gnHltld" lila,1- llH- lmrn.\ll ill will tel'. 8olll(, of tIlt'- n~s.;t\ls are
pittJer iai(] up at l't"nsa(~ola or are Pllgaged iu ]lOrtht'I'Il flsllerj(>}; dunng the mOlltlrs of .TUlle; July,

August, and SeptNuber, wheu it 18 too warm to selltllar~equantities of fi:-,lr to tlre interior. The

fislw,rm('n are of all natiomtiitiN" and IU\, taken latg'el~' from the UH"n~hallt Khi]l8 that "isit Femm·
nola. The captains are ]laill b;\' a oue-fifth ,,;llart' of tllt\ llet p1'OCel:'t18 of the eateh and S per cent.
[or &kirperag(~; the male rt'ct>i,,€s $10 llcr month al; wages, rlle eoo/.: $30 pU' month; aud {';lCti of

tbe Clew $25 I'l\r month, The ve~sel pass the rnat(' "Hd enol;. frOlll 1)("1' "han'. Tire other hil\~ are

~ll llut III togelher and deducted from the g-l'Of;" litlWoh hdoh' t U"rc i~ all:\' lh,i~ioll belwet'n eaptain

and owners. Sowe ycs:;els still sail 011 the old ~hare phn, which giyes the yessel 41l per ceut. of

t.he gross eal'uings, les!:> 40 pe-l' cent, of t.he iee hiJI, ami the crew th,' r~maillllf>l', Il~;;.s tUl>]r <iliare of

tne lee bill and all of tbe store, \vootl, IllHl Ita,it lJiIJ.:-\, which j,~ tlivide~l t"ljuall,F 8nJOlJg Ibem, Tbe

c'lptain recejyeli. in addition to his share, IG per (:Cllt. of the Yt~8"el'", I'LaIl'.

In "lntt'.r this red·suappt:'r fi8hery 18 Y(~r'y tough, and even 11Hl;'l: Heel18touwd to George',; and

,~antu{;ket Shoals complaiu of the hanlship::; to be eut!u}'(·d 111 it. TJll" largc lj"llillg owliooller,'I

(rom Portland and Boston always tnet;>t with mOl'e :itc(~idl'llts to "pllt'S ;In,i /Sails in Olle season of tile

ohopp.v ,ge-IlS anrl slHlrp ....qualls I)f tJw Gulf tban thl:>J' 110 ill n lovg tUm~ at lJO:m'.

The lIusing prke of red.SImppers ha~ J'('maiu\'tJ Ill';! rly ..tationary f()J' "c""ral St'ars, At till'

beginning of tbe busillesR at Pensacola all sizl.~s were l)ought at the rate of 4 (jents pel' pounll,

Then fot' several j'(\ars tbere was very littlt' uemand for large siz(' fish, duriug whieh time the

prices were 4 cents per pound for ..luaU Riz~s uIHI,')' 7 POUJlU8, alld :~7{: (~l'\lt8 apie~'· for all f\!lh O\'er

that weight. AbDut 18m the prJceJ> oe.came 3:t Cl:')jts ."er pnlllHl ftH' i'11l<\1l auu :!5 cents Hpie(l.l for

large, or "counts," at wlJich point- it has remain(·d the mo~t of the tiuw, with Ot:CH8iounJ ftnctull·

tiona to outaide ves8els of 3 ceuts lk'r pound for -slnall alld :!O l~ellt8 <11)le(:\' fOl' countl-l, Groupers

ba""e ne\TElr been readily salable, and art~ a nni8anc.e to tlH.' trade, as tlrey ,ll't-' hcrolDing more
abUlldant every year, aItd seem to be in less demltnd. TlI(·. fislrcrmPll hriug in Lut a small prO!.flr·

tion of the number canght. The J{rOl1l'er is l-I good fuod filllr, but e.ltlllot tw sl:lld fit all as loug as

.~SU&PP& oan be had, even tbough the price of it is bat one-half that of tlw other. ]?ormerl,)'
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a few groupers were taken with snappers at the same prioo f bat for the past two years thtly have

been separated and sold for one or two cents per pound.-

2. THE RED-SNAPPER FlSHBRY OF EAST FLORIDA.

In East Florida Bnapperfil:lbing i8 carried on chiefly by arnateurfishermen and with the same kind
of bait 3" ill the GulH It iii stated that the fish will sometimes bite at a white mg. I am inclined

to doubt the RtQt~mellt of NDl'ri"" the only angling authorit:'1' who has written unde.fstandingly
about this species f who says that they bite readily at the silver or pearl squid. They are similar
1'n habits to the she('psheHd and aea-bass, a.nd it is well known that these fish seldom rise to the

surface.
A trip to the snapper banks is a favorite l'iummer recreation for the gentlemen at Jacksonville.

.A tug is charteTed fUT the day, and always returns to the city with flags flying, whistles triumph­
antly sounding f and gorgcons fe.stoons of reddsh hanging over the bows.

Dr. J. Kenworthy, of Jacksonville, describet3 one of these excursions a-s follows:
"Eighteen of us left Jacksonville at 2 o'clock in the morning f reaching Mayport before day­

light, Before the snn rose we were 12 miles from the shore and near the banks. The second

("last of the lead furnished unmistakable evidence of rocks, aud overboard went the lines. They
scarcely tOllchl;'{l bottom before tbe cry of ' Snapper I' 'Snapper!' was lleard, and a crimson beauty
graced onr deck. All were soon engaged, forward, aft, starboard, and port. Tu feel the bite of
a 25-pound snapper at a depth of 12 fathoms causes a sensation never to be forgotte.n. As

the line is pulled in, and the fish is first seen at, a depth of several fathoms; he looks like silver,

and not larger than onefs hand, As he comes nearer his tints deepen; as he struggles at the surface
to escape, nIl his rich, brilliant colors are displayed; and wIlen he reaches the deck eTery one ex·
claims' What a beauty!' For a few minutes the shouts reeounded from all side-s; but a change soon
occurred. Each man labored as if the numher to be captured depended upon his individual e,;er­

tions, aIld no breath or time could be spared to cry •Snapper l' or iIJdulge in fisherman's chaff. In

less than two hours the whistles sounded •Up lines I' for we must cross the bar at a partienlar stage
of the tide. The :fish "Were bitmg rapidly! but our ti.red arms and blistered fi:ngeTII induced us all
quickly to obey the wa.rning.
--_._----------_._-----~.._•.._.--------------------------~ .

.. Since tho abovo acc.mnt wall written Mr. Stearilll bas obtained the following' Mlditional iDlormation about
tho extent of the Pensa.cola fulhery:

Sl4iietimr ofre4-enapperfUet, 1874. W lSl:l6,

------- I ; -----~-~---I

l ~~nOf~ IN:~~-Of,~~:_n_&~_i_~D= of I!

j
l8'l-l-'75 _........ . l1 <128. 22 1IO

18'7&-'76 - •.... _. •••... liJ 376."5 : 71 i
I 187&-'71 -.. U 32!l.47 i IYI 'I

i 18'l7~'711 - •••.•. -. 1~ 29,. to , N
\ l87ll-'79 .•• - .-._ •• ' .. _."••. _' II 282. Cl i ItO

118711-'80 _. 1~ , 302_1l ! n 1

: 1860-:81. ••• _.. _ --- ••--.. 21 I 4~B, OS i 108 j
:t881-82 -_....... •••••• llI,I i 782, 8lI ; l(llll

, 1882-'sa .•.•....•••••_•. _..... 24 : OO2.lIt ' 133
j 1883-'M '". - _•. ---- .• 1 2<1 1>77. 116 • 140 ;
.1.1884-'85 ,' 211 75l.M' 188,

J88.;..'86 .. ,. ....• -- 1 a:I I I, 141l..10 : Z1I1 i
I ... , _. ._.._~ . ~.' .. ..~__ .__~ ... __..: .~_._.~ 1

In the season of :L8l%-'B6 Mr. StoMU9 ",tatil6 that the fishery hila been A financial failnJ'e, proballly On 6Ccoupt of
the se'Vere cold having I1ri,--en the fil'lb into deeper water.-.A, H. Cla;k.

t Sinoo lll8\,! there haVfl been tbue OJ' f()(ll' IlehoonN'S from- NOAllk, Oonn,. fishing for:red snapplInI ott tho $8t ooMt
of F1...r1J~ in winter, mtuketing the oatob at Savannah. They ship pm of their catch to NflW York,



TilE RED-SNAPPErt .I<'lSHERY. 591

lIOn the home trip orrr captures were counted-not sea·bass, porgies, and small fry; but fish

worth counting-a.nd it was fonnd that the party had capture(l one gronper weiglting 35 pounds,
two of 18 pounds, and 208 snappers, averaging 25 pounds each, the entire catdl weighing 22 tom;."

Dr. J. Kenworthy's description gives a vivid idea of the abundance and HJracity of red snap~

p~rs on their- feeding grocrnd8.
"In April; 1877," says Mr. Goode, Htbe pilot-Loat JSina, of Mayport, went OUl at noon awl

returned at noon on the following daJ". She carrieu six iisl..termen wlw brought back Kitll them 90

red snappers, weighing fmill 20 to 30 pounds each, or about 2,300 pounds ill all, b~sides 40 hlaeli:­
fish. The suappers were sold to a SU"anwtu dea}or lor $1 each, and 1..te forwarded (,hem to "Sew

York. r saw 35 of them on the flteamcr Gazelle on the way to JauKsonville. I a181) had nIl oppor­
tunity of tasting one of them. The delicate fla ,'OJ: wns i1estmye<l by tlw ,one procfW" of frying, by

which Floridians make their good food indigestible.!'
"G. W.,1; a corrospom:lent of Forest anti Stream; details hi tlw i"'SlW vf tllat paper fOl' .}llly 2.:J,

1876. the history of a trip to the snapper banks, whicl..t is here abridgcd ill ol'dcr to present it a~ a

contribu.tion to the history of tl.lia splendid Bp{'oies;

··The snapper i~ a Iargc1 chunky-built fish, of bright~red color, weighing from 20 to 60

pounds. Its home is on a wef exte1ldillg parallel with tbe coast, dimctlJ ont to sea, from the
mouth of the Saint John's. It bites greedily; when hooked fights nobl~,; and 1ast, but not least,

'eats' splendidly. 'l'he st{Jamer Mabey wa1'l to ll'aNe Ja-cksonvillB at 2 it. ill.; so half an bour before

that time 1 wended my W3·Y throngh the llt·"erted 8treets, armed with a rope, whieh by courtefl'y tlwy

caIlcd a snapper-line, and 11 hook ahout 6 incLes long. .l\fost of the excursionists Wl'Te prNlent
and the remaiuder WeI'tl speedils colh,cted , and tbeu, with about fifty impaticnt fishermen, the

UalJcy !Steamed r:~pidl~' down the Saint 301m's, and about daylight arrived at Mayport, ,,, lJieltis

Ileal' the bar. It consists of some twenty llOmes; built. upon the whit" saud, v,'ithout a trace of
vegetation. It is a ~ummer resort for the people of .TacksOilYille, w 110 go tlll'l't~ [01· the. i:Wa.- uJ'!.'(,ze

and the fishing. Having obtained our bait, 'Veleft this place alitl c1'Osf'ed the river, where a ,eIJ'
pretty collection of cottages marks the site of Pilot TOWIl, flO mol/lied [nJIll ito;: beiflg the horne of the

pilots of tbe Saint John's Bar. HaviDg obtained Ollr pilot., w(\ stood directI;y out to sea. .Many
of the party were seasick, amI while I m;lrself was in :\, deplorable state, l,ring flat on m~c hack, we
re8>Ched the banks. After throwing out a buoy to mark tht\ place, the figlH~rUien baitNl th~iJ' hook8

and cast them out; and it was at this stage of the proceedings that 1, who lwd not stirreJ fwm Ine

cabin, heaTtl a frantic yell of •Snapper!' (Snapper I' accompanied by a scampering lliJOIl det\k, whicb

sounded as if bedlam hfl.{l broken loose. The noiSe continued, tho y~Hs grew mom frequcnt [Hid

were of a. diff~rent llharacter, for, mingled with the cries of •Snapper!' I now heard I Blackfish P
lSharkP My sporting instinct Wl18 aroused , and, in spite of myself, I st~ggercd to my feet, and,
gl"a8ping my line, frantically gained the deck. Such flo sigbt I Tlte deck was "trewn with black­

liflh and :five or siX large ~napper8: while over the side leaned four and thirty frantic men, some
pulling in, some throwing out, and all yeIling like nUlumen. I forgot that 1 was sick. It was a·
triamph of mind over matter. Baiting my hook, r quietly lowered my Hne. It hnrdly touched tbfl
bottom before I felt a pull that nearly llUJl~d me over. I respondcd with a right good will. I

pnlloo; the fLsh pulled. Sometimes he gained, aod then, with a mighty effort, I wouJd bring him

in. The deck resounded with encouraging suouts. Finally be appeared in sigbt,4 or 5 fathoms

deep in the clear, blue water. He soon reached tlle surfacc, and, grasping my line, I hauled him
on board. Wha.t a beautyl I never bad experienced such a ft,eling of triumpl1 as when, out of
sight of land, I landed tha~ snapper. Congratulations pollre<l in, for he was the largest caught.
that day, and weighed fu1l40pou.nd~ I returned. tc) the sport, aud though I hooKCl.l another !:map-
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per, 1 did not land him r but I caught a uoblc string of blackfish, oometimeEol two at a time. We

could 8taS on tbe bank only forty-five miTlUtes, for we had to get back in order to cross the bar llt

high tide. But in that time were canght 20 snappers, wpig-hing in the aggregate 600 pounds, and
oyer 250 blackfish, which weighed froUl thrct',-fourths to It pounds each. If w.~ hud struck the reef
a little sooner we lUi~ht han: ",taid two hours, amI I assure the r8ader that two hours of such fisb·
ing is us much as he will want.

,I \Ve "tl'ung all OHr fh,;h forward, and, forgetting 0111' sickness, sat down to a chowder of snapper,

such a~ might make au opicure'8 eyes water, '\Vc arrived at .Ja.cksonville with bl<ll ringing, whistle
blowing, and all our flags flying, and were greeted by a large and ellthusiastic crowd."

2.-THE HAVANA MARKET FISHERY OF KEY WEST.

ORIGIN, PRESEST CONDITION, AND MBTJIODS OF THB 1:'lSHERY.

A. trade iu fish has heen carried on betwCtm tl.m Key West tishermen and tbe Cubans for over
fifty year::" baYing been first startell b.y Conneeticut fis!.Jcrmeu who spent their winter~ iI,l the Gulf.
At first the ~lllacks werc Slllall and chiefly 8loups, carrying [;,000,6,000, or 7,000 pounds of grouperfl

in tht~ir wells. As schooners cam!) illto general U8e in the fisheries they were sent here. Thf!se
were larger, with greater well !'oom. Itt 11'\60 tllere were eight or ten srnaeks engaged in the
trade. At that time there was great, demand for freflh fhlh ill HavuuR, and good prices wen~ paid

for them. A J:>Juack 'would make eight or nine t.rips a year if she fisbed summer and winter, and it
was eonsidereu that she was doing \'er.y \n~n at that. Some few contracted with the 0ubans to

furnish grOllp(Jl's at 50 cents apiece for all fish over 5 pOlluds r those weigbing ll's8 were counted
two for one. 'fbis ra.te was finall;r broken up b.y competing parties, who \vonlcl meet the vessels at,
seal offering large prices, 8ucb as H.i or 20 cent.s per pound for aU size!> of fi8h. The result was
tllat more smacKs werc Ol"()ugl..tt out after OUl' civil war was ended, and the til:llwrmCll Cl'Owded them
so with large dCl!'p-water fish tbat would not Ji\'e long in the" cars" that tbey failed in bnsines!:l.

Since then, or for the past ten ;years, the trade has assumed largt~r proportions, and is carried on
by lIIore reliable parties.

The slIlacks now make twelw: or fourteen trips per year, or more than a trip per month, unle88

the;\, faU in with a wrecked "e88el, when they perhaps mil'\s u trip while attending to it. (All
smacks, a,nd spongers have licenses for wrecking.) Tile fishing groundlil are located a.ll a.long the

V{e~t Florilla COUMt from Charlotte Harbor to Cedar Keys in water tlJat is deejwr than 7 or 8 fathoms.

Fi~h are fOlUHl only about the "pat<lbe~" of rocks that occur on the bottOm off that coast. Some of
t1l6 bt'st fishing pluce" are in gullics where there is li\'iug" coral and an abu ndance oLother animal
lift'; otlHJr I'htCes {uot. 1;0 productive generally) are on ridges of calcareou8 rock, that seem to ve
surrounded by no amount of animal life, e.xcept, }lel"hap8~ miuute aoim.als fLat live in the scants

growth of marine plauts. Y{hen the fishc.rmen reach the" grounds," or the yicinity of localities

where the:." bave previously caught fish, they use the lead-liue continually until rocky bott<Jm or fish
are found. The sounding·lead itself has an "arming" of tallow or wax to show the character of tbe
bottom, while on t.he lead-line is attacbed a baited hook, which is gentlrally taken by the fish if
there are an.y near. \Yhell rocky bottom is found, but no .fisll, the vel'l~el is allowed to drift or

move slow!.y, while the crew try their :fishing-lilIes, and very often good fishing grounds~ found
in that way. .As soon al'l it is a-scertainoo that there are plenty of fiab below, the schooner's jib is
hauled haW·way dowll, the ma.insail slacked oft' to the fullest extent, and the schooner allowed to

drift sideWise o't"et' tIle spot, ]'iuaU~' they drift away froro the fish; then the lines are taken in,

,jib hoisted, mainsail hauled flat {foresail is seldom. used at all}, and the smack 'i.!l worked np to
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windward of the fishing ~T01nlfl, in order to makp llHot}wr drift HcrOHS it. TI.v,~f> wdillequaillled

know of place8 where t1H\)' tau ilrin ~,)n'ral lllilefl alld c:1i-'~'h fbI. nearly the wl101e time. They
nover anchor on ihefl(': roek;>' lmlltf:., flJJ' lIH..n, 1;;> e\-IT~' t)1J:t1Wt' 10 10.'<(' all fLliChol'. Fislling:.!iucs

are hard-laid cotton liut',sJ with hooks :llld J(')u}" of :d'Ollt ilH" "amp ~iz(' as tlw"l' 11",'(1 HI c-otlfi~lJing.

On theso!inl'8 tl1(\ lead is at tlH_' (·ud) witll till', 1\1") JI"01;.", atr:wlH'd t<> it aboY" hy 1;I!i()()(1~ that :ne

2 or 3 feet long. GroUIll'l'tI al'e r;tl'ictl;y hottoJJl n"lt, :11'11 Oil' W"a is to b"y(' the lJ()oko; a" Ileal' t1lt:'

bottom u.s p03si hie.
Baits for groniH_'r tlshillg from til(, f;lllacJ;.~ t't_I;Ll;\~-(,\l ill tlH', Hayana Iwnkl't HJ>llery af(' o1Jiailll'd

on the fishiug groUTHj;'j or in the bu,Ys. t:"ll:t!,y t]l!c p-nllll'l'l· will rake <lny kind vf lueal. or fish,

all(l then salt pork. 1Jeef~ or salt. fish is ll:wd to ulvh ('noll;:.::h fre"l; h:tit~~;:.:-roupl'rs, slluppe1'8, <)1'

sharks-to serve ill catclling the whole IOild; bur t.!ler,-. are timl's, willtl'J" :1IHl ."Ipring- gelH-'ralJy,

wIlen the groupers cannot be induced to tala' :lll.Y hilt the c:lwi('t'SI hairs, 1'111:11 tlw fiE<hermeu go

into Borne ba.y and catch a quantit;r of III ullt'J , whidl thl';. put Ill' ill harrdr; Wlill hrint', to In- kept
in reserve for such times a~ tbe groupers do not bite jn~d'y. St'\.yral other kill(!r; of J1Bh, ~mell lL"

the bluefish (Pomuf,omu.8 lIultatri.r), flU' Jarly-fi"ll (I)/{}P-' iwnruR). am] tilt', jaddh.h (CUrtH/X

pisquet-ulI) are eql\ally at' g-oo\11or pe-rhaps lwtlt'~r, than tilt, llIullH, but are llot 11:.am-a", lound in snfli­

cient quantities to he milch l'<ong"'.t- for. Thif; salledbuit is not r';oake(lou1. lwfm(' being used, atltl

MelliS to be- as rl;;adiJ.Y takeu by the ii"ll as if it. were fn'f;1J. I'it,(,(-", of about 2 inches square am

used 011 eacll hoolc.

The men ha,e to be ver:v ('xllf'l"l to hook the fi!'lh while tldftill:':-. fmil it i!-1 Il('.(:clJSury to work
fast, for the "ei'61'1 move!', rapidly and tlllj spotfl are Hmall. 1'lw il'i'ek j" k<'pt w,·t, so tlint, tlHl fii;h

will not 00 II burued,'J 3S thn fil'\hermcn <:all it, or illjHl"('\l hy tlJl' l11ll tlpt"k, Hllll thl' fisll are thrown

on to it alii fast as caught. One of the ert\w, the captalll W':'UH11y I MlaiHl", by ,md prichl" <'ad] fish

befor~ I)lacing it in tIle well. The a-ir-bhltl(lpr. ur ;;wirnmillg'-hladth'r, is ,,0 dislem1ed with ail' on

being relitwed from the prCSfiUitl of water that tlH; H,,11 would not liye ill the well, hut would tJoat
belly up; 80 the fl8hermell h,l,\"e a small nwtallil) c,ylinder which they thrust into tlw blatll]cr from

the side, just above nud a little. baek of the PPel"f~ll fill, whereupon the ail' rushes om witJJ a hi~8

a.nd the relie"ed fish flaps illto the wHll and swims downward. Eyers tiRh must be "pricked,'1 as
this operation is calltO'd, and one of the crew dOl'~ !lothing" el."l:.

No ftsll are put into the well that are nt,ug1Jt ill over to fatOom.'! of water, al'l they would not

live until the smack reached Havana. FiRh canght ill 1)\'IW ~n fa,f,holllR of \.\'tltt-'r appeal' at the

surface swollen all o\"cr, e;yes pUF-\hed llcarl,\' out of tlH' hem], aud 1.'\'(011 t.he t:eo.leR on ihe sides

started and standing erect, presentiug a di!<.tressillg appt'araJwl', to say the INLst. Such fish will

live a. day or "t\"\'o attel' beiug l'rickel1, but llltll:lt l)(~ handled yer~' earefully. Tho6e from shoal water
are quite ha,rdy, and will Jive for 1II00lths in a, ..ulack'ii well,

The big schoonerl'l that. are llOW ill the business ('.3rry 12,(JOO pounds or mon', and it take~ B

week or two of fiflhing to fill tlU.'lll up. '\\Tben the well is RO crowded that the boles ill tIt!' hOllow

cannot be aeen J it is calcula.ted LlJli.t tlwy IH,\,ve cnougll, Sometimes when it be{':ODlC~culm, Bud the

fish are not gettillg sufficient, circulation, thc'y lm>o to takeout a great mallY fi<lb and phwp, th{'m in

live t:arB alongside. This docs not often happen at sen, but i<t bf frequlO'nt OCCllrnmC(; ill K('IY \"""cst

and Havana. Hnrbors. For tha.t purpo.~-(' Nt('h SIlHWk carries ihn't; or four cars. whieh am 8 feet long,

4 feet deep, and 4 -feet wide, .and made 80 that the)" can b<, btkeu apart anu stowed uelow deck. As
SOOn B8 loaded the 8m~k8 come to Key ",Vest and clear for Havana. Tbeir ca.rgoes are an ('flU­

mated R8 being the same, amI appear on aU the rnallife.'lts alik(;.

Aniving in Ha.vana the smacks are a.ssigned a place to lie in, and bave to undergo many strict

furmnl88. Their first wish itt to have the fish placed in liye-cars, 80 that they will not die. A. few

Soov---38
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day!> after t1J(~il' alTjval the lmreha:,;cr comes aboard with scales and proceeds to weigh tbe cargo

R\lye, elllHlgilJg tUf'lU from OIlt' ear to alJOther :1CT08S tlJe scales. Tut~ ('xpeJl!>E>S per smack ill Ha;v<l.na.

alllount to Iwurl,Y SlOOl aUtI t.lJe otLer expenses p('r trip from $50 to $100,
The manifest;;.; are rmule Ollt. l}~C Ow part.s who cle:us tlw smaek; geucrall;; die owners or agents,

tben taken to the eustofl.l-house to be reeord(~(I amI siglled h,'j' the officials there. It- is made Ollt

iu the 1"ollowing fonn ~

CLEARED BY l"OG.ARTY & JOHNSON.

[("plITt (Hid 1IUl"if,,~t (If the ew'!!" to_den at tlw 1M>'! (If .!f13N IV"", Pla_. 0" b01l1'11 the America.... 80lwon('1' Mar.'! Ma./iillil, w1wrf'-of
If. T/J.ylf)!' i~ -ma,lm' (or comillefor), IJl)~Jld for Ifa-vana, (Julia.

;---------;-----------!.- -------,--------~- ... -- ->.---..----..•..• ------·-'1----1
f Shipp,,,·.. : COl,.i·en""_ : ~U1lJ' : n<)Bc~iptlou {mark", &0,). I We4:ht. :

1--' ------. 1--:"--··- '-:~~-I-,---~~'--, ~---~--~-----I Kil<n. :

I
·lIbstel"_ - - . - -. _.1 b1F>nuol Suarez, 22Il'J \~,;!~ k,t"l'r.ma of I",,, fish (",,(,m.te,l), I 2,2$3

Slll'Vr t:5tort;;j: t IJhl.l .....alu...i;.l&t$!).i.I{t\orl.M}Oe3("u.dol.}.8.. 1ol'unther-
1 bc()f. nhhl :non!'~ I! merc]j.andiac on bOkl.I'd. VeJ:1.8W .MHl ta.IJ;n

I ! hhl. po."k, l~~~t'- ~ II (::(lTIFtig;Ut=:tl to M.a:nnd 81~art':.z.

, fee, and "mnll !
I "Me><.! I
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VoUrotor of CU81{)m~,




